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Words to Live By:

“The secret of getting ahead is getting started.”

Mark Twain

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

CANTON — Three Haywood fami-

lies are part of  a new venture that will 

bring industrial hemp manufacturing 

to Canton.

Gary Hughes, of  Hughes Electrical 

Contracting and WNC Urban Farms, 

has been setting up a manufacturing 

lab for Abundant Labs, a $12 million 

business to be located inside the NEO 

Corporation building located just off  

I-40. He will be the plant manager 

once company opens for business next 

month.

Chip Miller, the chief  executive of-

ficer for Abundant Labs, and his wife, 

Jodi, moved to the Waynesville area a 

year ago with the idea of  purchasing 

land to raise horses. Instead, the cou-

ple is now embarking on a new ven-

ture in the white-hot field of  extract-

ing cannabidiol from hemp.

Abundant 

growth:

ABUNDANT LABS TEAM — From left are Randy Pores, Gary and Trish Hughes, Sam 

Saunders, Chip and Jodi Miller.

The explosive 

industrial hemp 

market reaches 

Haywood

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

A dozen years after pitching in 

$115,000 for a sports complex on Jon-

athan Creek, Maggie Valley lead-

ers have asked the county for their 

money back.

County leaders have agreed in prin-

ciple to pay Maggie back, since the 

idea of  a sports complex is now dead.

“That’s only fair,” County Commis-

sioner Chairman Kevin Ensley said. 

“The concept they agreed to in 2007 is 

not happening anymore. So it is just 

the right thing to do to compensate 

them for that.”

Maggie Valley threw in the dough 

as a pot sweetener when the county 

was contemplating whether to buy 

the 22-acre site. At the time, county 

commissioners were locked in a pro-

tracted bidding war for the land.

Maggie’s contribution helped tip 

the scales, and the county bought the 

property for $1.1 million.

Plans called for turning the tract 

into a sports complex that could host 

baseball and softball tournaments. 

Maggie leaders saw the complex as a 

win for its tourism economy.

The sports complex plans were 

sidelined during the recession, how-

ever, and continued to languish due to 

the large cost of  bringing the dream 

to fruition.

A couple years ago, the county gave 

County to pay Maggie Valley 

back for J-Creek land buy-in

Becky Johnson

TOWN BOARD — Members of the Maggie Valley Board of Aldermen received an 
update on the status of efforts to recover the money originally put up by the town to 
assist in the county’s purchase of a tract of land in Jonathan Creek.

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

A dirt hauling operation will 

soon get underway to turn a 22-acre 

tract of  land in Jonathan Creek into 

a shovel-ready site to lure new in-

dustry.

The county will have spent $1.75 

million on the site by the time the 

work is done, including the pur-

chase of  the land 12 years ago.

Dirt will be hauled in, spread and 

compacted over the site to elevate 

it out of  the flood plain. While the 

project is a gamble — there’s no tell-

ing if  a taker for the site will ever 

materialize — without prepping the 

site first the chances were almost 

nil.

“It is just raw land right now, 

but if  you invest in the property 

and make it site ready, you have in-

creased it’s potential use and mar-

ketability,”said David Francis, the 

county’s special project coordina-

tor. “So it is a strategic move to in-

crease available building sites for 

economic development.”

Francis, who doubles as the coun-

ty’s economic development liaison, 

said the Jonathan Creek site is al-

ready being shown to interested 

Dirt convoy could be catalyst for development

Maggie continues on 7

Dirt continues on 7

Hemp continues on 8

Vicki Hyatt

ON THE ROCKS — While Newcastle isn’t customarily served over ice, the deliv-
ery truck was definitely on a slippery slope Monday morning when it rolled back-
ward from its parking spot at the Single Stop, across the road and was high-cen-
tered over a precarious drop-off. A tow truck was called, and the truck was 
spotted in North Canton later that afternoon.

Chamber of Commerce announces 

winners of annual Chamber Awards
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