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Time is running out for 

Brandon Anderson.

The disgraced former 

Waynesville financial 

advisor has been in hot 

water with state and fed-

eral agencies and was re-

cently on the losing end 

of  a major civil case.

While he made a last-

ditch effort to maintain 

control over the sale of  

his $1.2 million Asheville 

home, that was quickly 

shot down late last month 

in Haywood County Supe-

rior Court, where Ander-

son was also hit with an 

additional sanction.

Although Anderson 

began accumulating 

lawsuits, property liens 

and official complaints 

a few years ago, things 

went sharply downhill 

for him in 2019. His most 

Financial advisor 

in more hot water

Brandon Anderson

BY KATHY N. ROSS

Before he became a na-

tionally-recognized audi-

ologist, lecturing around 

the globe, Haywood 

County native James Mar-

tin had to overcome a lot 

of  doubts, some of  them 

his own.

They came from racists 

who harassed him as he 

walked to school. From a 

school counselor who told 

him he would fail. And 

from his own fears that 

the counselor was right.In 

the end, Martin won the 

struggle. That victory, 

like the challenges, has its 

roots in Haywood County.

Today Dr. James Martin 

lectures around the world 

on how the brain receives 

and perceives sound. He 

has helped people, includ-

ing infants, hear for the 

first time, and he wonders 

how their lives might have 

been different had he lis-

tened to the skeptics.

He has won awards for 

his published research in 

auditory neurophysiol-

ogy. As director of  profes-

sional education for the 

hearing-aid company Wi-

dex, Martin lectures on 

many hearing-related sub-

jects.

Last spring, he ad-

dressed the American 

Acdemy of  Audiologists’ 

national convention in Co-

lumbus, Ohio. This year 

he also lectured in Den-

mark and Czechoslovakia.

He has blended a pas-

sion for music with his 

career, addressing physi-

cians on the role music 

can play in retraining the 

brain for people who have 

ringing in their ears, or 

tinnitus.

When he has time, 

Martin is a motivational 

speaker. His biggest mes-

sage is that it doesn’t 

matter so much what life 

throws at you. You de-

termine your destiny by 

Skeptics spurred athlete to 

prove himself off the track

James Martin as pictured in 
his high school yearbook.
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SAVING THE FARM — The Rogers family is not only preserving their own agricultural legacy in Upper 
Crabtree, but protecting prized views enjoyed by all for generations to come.

SAVING THE FARM
BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

Leaned against 

the tailgate of  a four-

wheeler, Mark and 

Terry Rogers seemed 

restless as they talked 

fences and engine 

parts.

Cattle lowed in 

the distance, a tur-

key vulture rode cur-

rents in the blue sky, 

the shadows of  stray 

clouds danced across 

a curtain of  moun-

tain ridges and the 

rolling pastures be-

low. It was tranquility 

at its finest.

But a warm winter 

day is not something 

to waste with talking 

when you’ve got 630 

acres to tend.

“My daddy believed 

in working,” said 

Terry, 78. “You might 

take off  a Saturday 

evening, but other-

wise, you worked.”
SIT A SPELL — Mark and Terry Rogers, descen-
dants of a long line of farmers, have worked ad-
joining farms in Upper Crabtree since they were 
boys.

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

Terry Rogers was 

born working. As the 

only child of  full-time 

farmers, work was a 

way of  life. There were 

cows to milk even on 

Christmas, eggs to 

fetch even in two feet of  

snow, and there was no 

such thing as quitting 

time.

As a boy, Rogers 

would rather be play-

ing, of  course. But 

somewhere along the 

way, he embraced it.

“As I got a little older, 

it got to where I liked 

to work. Then I wanted 

to work all the time,” 

said Rogers, 78.

Rogers’ life was al-

ready becoming some-

thing of  a rarity by the 

‘40s and ‘50s, however. 

With industry boom-

ing in Waynesville, it 

was common for farm-

ing families — even 

those way out in Upper 

Crabtree where Rogers 

lives — to pick up jobs 

with wages.

Work to live, live to work: reflections of a farmer

Becky Johnson

WORKING MAN — Terry Rogers’ life was consumed 
by farm labor ever since he could walk, and he doesn’t 
regret a day of it.
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