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Words to Live By:

“Always remember that you are absolutely unique. 

Just like everyone else.” Margaret Mead

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

Dave Angel has big plans.

After Gov. Roy Cooper signed a 

bill that relaxes regulations placed 

on craft distilleries last month, An-

gel, who owns and operates Elevated 

Mountain Distilling Company in 

Maggie Valley, is free to expand his 

business in a number of  ways. It’s led 

to some lofty ambitions.

The ABC Regulatory Reform Act, 

commonly referred to as the “distill-

ery bill,” allows craft distilleries to 

have a full bar, where beer, wine and 

liquor can be served, while also al-

lowing such businesses to sell an un-

limited amount of  their product.

While that in itself  could improve 

profitability of  any distillery, it will 

be especially beneficial for Elevated, 

which gets a ton of  business from 

tourists passing through.

“We’re on the front end of  tourism 

as far as distilleries,” he said. “Most 

other distilleries are either tucked 

away and hard to get to, so they 

just make stuff  and ship it out … or 

they’re in the big cities. No one neces-

sarily goes to Raleigh or Winston-Sa-

lem or Charlotte and says, ‘the first 

thing I want to do is find a craft dis-

tillery.’ But when they come to Hay-

wood County, the home of  Popcorn 

Sutton, and with all the history and 

heritage in this area, they come here 

looking for it.”

Angel’s first move will be putting 

in a full bar that will offer beer, wine, 

his own products and some liquors he 

doesn’t produce, such as gin or rum.

“We’ll probably do some of  that 

during the day,” he said. “If  some-

one does a tour and wonders what 

something would taste like in a cock-

tail, we’ll have some basic cocktails. 

But our main focus for that is more 

the evening. As we wind down pro-

duction for the day, as we wind down 

tours for the day, we want to shift into 

more of  a music venue where people 

can have fun.”

In the outdoor space on the east 

side of  his building, he is going to put 

in picnic tables and a stage for perfor-

mances, which he hopes will provide 

the perfect “hang out” vibe.

“By spring, we’ll have lights on the 

building, lighting up the stage,” he 

said. “It’s all about catching people 

going to Cherokee, seeing this lit up, 

seeing music, seeing people having 

fun and saying, ‘let’s hang out here a 

little while before we go over there.’ 

It’s just trying to keep them here in 

Building a brand — for spirits
Elevated Mountain Distilling poised for 

growth under new state alcohol regulations

Carol Viau

SPIRITED VISION — Elevated Mountain Distilling’s owner and founder Dave Angel 
looks out from behind several of the massive pieces of distilling equipment at his fa-
cility in Maggie Valley.

BY CARTER GIEGERICH

carterg@themountaineer.com

A major potential economic de-

velopment site in Jonathan Creek is 

moving forward, as Haywood County 

government officials have approved 

a contract to begin site development.

The contract pertains to work 

needed to move a property formerly 

slated for a county recreation facility 

out of  the floodplain to make it more 

appealing to a potential developer.

The county has had some interest 

in the property, but so far there have 

been no takers for the undeveloped 

site. The hope, according to several 

of  the Haywood County commission-

ers, is to make the property more at-

tractive by doing the groundwork 

necessary to prep it for development.

“When people come in and are 

looking, they want a shovel-ready 

site,” said Commissioner Brandon 

Rogers during the board’s Aug. 5 

meeting. “Whether you agree with us 

purchasing the property or not is one 

thing, but now that we’ve got it we 

need to try to do something with it.”

During that meeting, the commis-

sioners awarded a contract to K and 

T Construction for just over $494,000 

to excavate, haul and compact 33,500 

cubic yards of  soil from a site on 

Dennis Hall Farm Road to the Jona-

than Creek site.

The bid amount for each of  the 

prospective contractors submitted 

during the bid process likely over-

shot the actual cost of  the project 

when the dust settles, since allow-

ances were included in each bid for 

the possibility of  costly rock removal 

on the site. After extensive testing, 

though, County Manager Bryant 

Morehead said he didn’t expect those 

allowances for up to $20,000 would be 

necessary.

“At the pre-bid meeting, some of  

the contractors asked, ‘What if  we 

run into rock? Do we have an allow-

ance for that?’” Morehead said. “So 

we allowed them to bid with a rock 

allowance included, but the county 

did our due diligence on that and did 

soil sampling. Because of  the size of  

that property and the tests we did, 

we’re fairly sure there aren’t too 

many rocks.”

That being said, the allowance pro-

vides some wiggle room just in case.

“Sometimes, when you dig, you 

Jonathan Creek soil 

project set to begin
BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

CANTON — While the first day for 

students in Haywood County Consol-

idated Schools won’t be until Mon-

day, Aug. 19, teachers have been hard 

at it all week as they prepare for 

opening day.

Educator Max Thompson, the 

project director of  the Learning-Fo-

cused Instructional Framework, 

led workshops for middle and high 

school teachers this week. His spe-

cialty is connecting exemplary prac-

tices in curriculum, instruction, as-

sessment and school organization to 

increase learning and achievement 

Back to school season

Vicki Hyatt

MAKE CLASSROOMS INVITING — North Canton Elementary School teach-
ers Sharon Cagle, left, and Carol Harkins, right, sort through the books students 
will need during the school year. A happy, fun classroom is key to keeping the 
younger students engaged, they agree.

School continues on 6

Spirits continues on 7

Soil continues on 6

Volleyball showdown: Mountain Bash 

kicks off season for Tuscola and Pisgah
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