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Words to Live By:

 “The Lord loves righteousness and justice; the 

earth is full of his unfailing love.”
Psalm 33:5

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

Tammy Case has a unique 

interest in estates.

“For me, they have always 

been a puzzle, and there are 

lots of  pieces to this puzzle,” 

she said.

Case, a Haywood County 

Assistant Clerk of  Superior 

Court, was especially intrigued 

by the estate of  Kathryn Altpa-

ter, who passed away on Dec. 

30, 2012, and named her friend 

and caretaker, Alice Miller, ex-

ecutor.

Before long, things went 

awry, and Miller, now 73, began 

embezzling from the estate. Af-

ter years of  dodging her fate, 

Miller pleaded guilty to one fel-

ony in Haywood County Supe-

rior Court last week.

Miller’s conviction likely 

would have never come to fru-

ition were it not for the dili-

gence of  Case and the other 

clerks at the Haywood County 

Courthouse, who tracked Mill-

er’s actions as executor of  that 

estate. Although another clerk 

initially handled the Altpater 

estate, Case took over in 2016.

Justice sought in estate embezzlement case

Shriner’s Hospital is the big loser

Justice continues on 7

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

As Jesse Haney wheeled his 

trash truck around the corner 

of  a quiet neighborhood street 

in Waynesville, he spied his 

12th arch nemesis of  the day so 

far: the dreaded oversized trash 

can.

“Here’s another one,” Haney 

said, throwing on the emer-

gency brake and hopping out.

He tied an orange tag to the 

handle — a warning notice to 

the homeowner that their days 

of  trash pickup were numbered 

— before two trashmen disap-

peared into the bowels of  the 

giant can.

“When you got a big can, you 

got to pick all these up — and 

you never know what can be 

down in here,” said Ken Bu-

cher, struggling to reach the 

last bag at the bottom.

Waynesville has a long-stand-

ing policy on the books capping 

the size of  trash cans. Trash 

crews have patiently tolerated 

the big ones until now, however.

“We haven’t consistently en-

forced it,” said Waynesville 

Town Manager Rob Hites. “We 

have tried to be a nice commu-

nity but we are having more 

and more issues with the larger 

cans.”

The number of  big cans has 

not only proliferated, but their 

size has gotten bigger and big-

ger. The largest cans now clock 

in at 90 gallons — so big they 

exceed the allowed weight limit 

even when empty.

“We are getting more and 

more large cans and heavier 

stuff  in the cans. Our staff  is 

having a harder and harder 

time picking them up,” Hites 

said.

That means trashmen have 

to reach inside to retrieve the 

bags — which is a dangerous 

proposition.

“You can get stuck with a 

needle or sharp piece of  glass,” 

said Daryl Hannah, the streets 

supervisor with Waynesville 

public works.Trash crews re-

cently began tagging oversized 

cans with a warning notice. 

Trashcan crackdown: Waynesville draws 

the line on oversized trash containers

HELLO DOWN THERE — Oversized cans are often too heavy to lift, forcing trash workers like Shel-
don Holland to dive in after bags or loose trash in the bottom, increasing the risk of getting poked by 
a needle or cut by glass. Trash cans continues on 8

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

Studies show the job of  a trashman is more 

dangerous than a police officer.

You can lose an arm in the crusher, get 

backed over by the truck, rear-ended in traffic, 

cut by glass or stuck by a needle.

“I don’t think people understand how many 

needles we pick up, needles without caps,” said 

Ken Bucher, who’s spent the past seven months 

hanging off  the back of  a Waynesville trash 

truck.

Bucher got a scare just last week when some-

thing poked him while lifting a bag from a can.

“We thought I got stuck with a needle,” Bu-

cher said.

Needles, diapers and back-breaking cans

PICKING UP THE PIECES — Many households 
dump loose trash in a heap on the curb, forcing 
trash workers to bend and stoop and scoop up 
the piles of debris. Pictured are Ken Bucher and 
Sheldon Holland.

Tribulations for trash workers pose many hazards

Trash dangers continues on 6

Fresh seafood always in 
stock at new fish market in 
Waynesville
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REGISTRATION FOR FALL SEMESTER 
NOW UNDERWAY.

ASK ABOUT OUR TUITION FREE GUARANTEE

AND OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS!
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