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Words to Live By:

“The harder you work for something, the 

greater you’ll feel when you achieve it.”

ERICA MCCURDY

Mountaineer intern

Moments were shared, and 

bonds were created on July 

27 at the Pigeon Community 

Multicultural Development 

Center during the kickball 

game with law enforcement 

officers.

Some of  the officers from 

the Waynesville Police Depart-

ment came to the center to re-

lease their competitive spirit 

and enlighten the students on 

the best kickball techniques.

Created as an initiative to 

get the students to be more 

comfortable around law en-

forcement, the game has also 

become a way for the officers 

to be more involved in the 

community.

“It’s important for us to re-

ally get out of  our uniforms 

and our offices and be a part 

of  the community and engage 

on a more personal level,” 

said Lt. Tyler Trantham.

High fives and a whole lot of  

cheering were in full supply 

as cops and kids alike rounded 

bases and booted the ball as 

far as they could. It was clear 

students and law enforcement 

officials were able to let loose 

and enjoy a competitive game 

of  kickball.

“Sports are a good opportu-

nity to communicate and form 

relationships and competition 

is good,” said Trantham.

The kids are able to hangout 

with the cops and enjoy the 

game, but the officers learn 

valuable lessons, as well.

“The officers get to play, 

and they don’t normally get 

to play as a police depart-

ment,” said Tausha Forney, 

youth program director and 

co-chairman of  the center’s 

governing board. “They also 

get to meet our kids, which 

gives them a relationship so 

that when they’re out doing 

their job, they see individual 

people instead of  just a color 

or a type of  person.”

Throughout the game, 

sportsmanship was tested but 

both policemen and students 

were fully supporting one an-

other. Encouraging words 

were running rampant and 

camaraderie among the group 

was infectious.

“I hope that they see we’re 

just regular people and that 

we can have fun, and that we 

care about them just as much 

as anybody else,” said Tran-

Kickball game creates bond between officers, kids

SPORTSMANSHIP — There’s nothing like a running high five after bringing it home. The Scorpion 
team took a 24-22 win over their rival team, the City Chickens. Above Lt. Tyler Trantham congratu-
lates Kingston as Omar looks on.

Building trust
BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

CLYDE — It’s been a long 

journey, but perhaps within a 

month, a regular public trans-

portation route will be in place 

between Waynesville and Can-

ton, with stops at dozens of  

places in between.

Haywood Public Transit has 

been planning the fixed route 

for more than three years, and 

the Haywood County Commis-

sioners gave not only their 

blessing but agreed to provide a 

match for the federal transpor-

tation funds doled out by way 

of  the City of  Asheville.

The various government lay-

ers that are part of  the public 

transportation system have 

prolonged the process as Hay-

wood navigated regulations 

crafted for far larger cities and 

waited as funding dribbled 

through the multiple channels.

Transit 

route is 

on deck

SIGNS ARE READY — Si Sim-
mons, director of Haywood 
Public Transit, holds up bus 
stop signs that will be be seen 
around the county.

Transit continues on 1

BY CARTER GIEGERICH

carterg@themountaineer.com

Ever since the new Haywood 

County Animal Shelter proj-

ect got off  the ground in 2016, 

the Friends of  the Haywood 

County Animal Shelter have 

been raising funds to help off-

set the capital costs associated 

with the new building.

With a price tag around $3.5 

million, the county can use all 

the help it can get in paying 

back the loan used to build the 

facility.

The Friends made another 

major dent in its fundraising 

Animal Shelter 

group delivers 

$200k check

Shelter continues on 8

Trust continues on 9

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

The fallout from tree trim-

ming below power lines along 

Richland Creek in Frog Level 

has prompted Waynesville 

leaders to look into a policy 

that would formalize how the 

public is notified in advance.

The trimming in Frog Level 

resulted in the wholesale re-

moval of  trees below power 

lines feeding Giles Chemical. 

It was done at Giles’ request, 

and on Giles’ property.

But the now denuded creek 

bank isn’t very attractive for 

patrons of  Frog Level Brewing 

Trimming dilemma: Waynesville seeks ways to 

stem backlash over power line maintenance

Trimming continues on 9

Becky Johnson

PLENTY OF BERTH — A trimming job to remove trees below power lines feeding Giles Chemical 
in Waynesville certainly got the job done, and then some. The extra clearing was done to remove a 
hide-out spot frequented by drug users.

Opening soon 

in Waynesville
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Walk-In Clinic Available

Dr. Paul Cutting    Dr. Benjamin Debelak    Dr. Timothy Gajewski     Kelly Klein, PA-C     Audrey Fortezzo, PA-C581 Leroy George Dr., Suite 300, Clyde • WesternCarolinaOrtho.com • 828-452-4131

• Sports Medicine
• Comprehensive 

Bone & Joint Health
• Foot and Ankle
• Fracture Care
• General Orthopedics

828.452.4131

No
Referral
Needed

Call Today

121463 770


