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BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

A prayer rally held in 

support of  law enforce-

ment Sunday centered in 

unity — plus urged those 

in attendance to reach 

across the racial divide 

and get to know their 

neighbor.

Attendance at the 

event surpassed the wild-

est dreams of  organiz-

ers Becky Trull and Amy 

Lynn.

The event was inspired 

by late-night texts be-

tween the two friends and 

both decided they would 

rather take a positive ac-

tion to give the commu-

nity hope instead of  just 

“whining and complain-

ing,” Trull said.

“Every one of  us is cre-

ated in the image of  God, 

and look what God can 

do,” she said surveying 

the crowd of  100 or so that 

assembled for the event 

that was less than a week 

in the planning stage.

Lynn said neither she 

nor Trull were commu-

nity organizers, and nei-

ther wanted the event to 

be political on any way.

“We want unity,” she 

said.

The group met at the 

First Baptist Church in 

Waynesville and was led 

by a police escort as dem-

onstrators walked down 

Main Street to the His-

toric Courthouse where 

the prayer service was to 

be held.

The two pastors at 

the event were Walter 

Bryson of  Shiloh AME 

Zion Church in Asheville 

and Danny Heatherly of  

Bethel, who became fast 

Prayer rally held to support law enforcement

LARGE CROWD — An estimated 100 showed up for a prayer rally to support law en-
forcement held in Waynesville Sunday.Rally continues on 10A
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The Waynesville Home-

less Task Force kicked off  

a 12-month process last 

week to create a commu-

nity action plan aimed at 

solving homelessness.

“I understand that that 

timeline may be some-

what frustrating for folks 

who have been address-

ing this issue or impacted 

by this issue for a while 

and feel like we need ac-

tion now,” said Amy Mur-

phy-Nugen, the facilitator 

for the task force. “But 

homelessness is a diffi-

cult issue. We are going 

to need to dig in and be at 

this work for a while.”

The 21-member task 

force convened via a vir-

tual platform rather than 

grapple with social dis-

tancing during an in-per-

son meeting. The virtual 

platform didn’t allow for 

an interactive conver-

sation among members, 

however.

Instead, the meeting 

consisted primarily of  a 

walk-through of  the task 

force’s mission and meth-

odology by Murphy-Nu-

gen. If  someone wanted 

to speak, they had to be 

unmuted by Murphy-Nu-

gen before chiming in.

Homeless task force 

is off to the races

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

A landslide that threat-

ened to take out the 

only road in and out of  

a Waynesville couple’s 

home off  U.S. 276 is be-

ing fixed after months of  

limbo over whether they 

could stay in their home.

But it isn’t the only 

good news in the ongoing 

saga.

Thanks to an in-house 

engineer and adept equip-

ment operators, the town 

of  Waynesville turned a 

$350,000 landslide repair 

into a $40,000 job by doing 

the work itself, save the 

cost of  bringing in loads 

of  rock to shore up the 

collapsing bank.

A narrow road perched 

above a 60-foot embank-

ment was first destabi-

lized in February 2019, 

when the steep bank slid 

out from under it. An 

old water line that ran 

through the top of  the 

bank had broken, leaking 

water into the slope.

Town crews fixed back 

the bank while it was still 

saturated, and it ended 

up sliding again — even 

Waynesville tackles 

landslide to save home

Homeless continues on 9A

Landslide continues on 9A

Vicki Hyatt photos

ON THE SCENE — While the demolition work is being done by 
the local NCDOT crew, Waynesville Fire Chief Joey Webb has 
had a truck on the scene.

BY VICKI HYATT

vhyatt@themountaineer.com

Buildings spanning two 

city blocks are being razed in 

the North Main Street area of  

Waynesville to make way for a 

roundabout, though it will be 

another two years at least be-

fore actual construction gets 

underway.

The $4.5 million project was 

initially supposed to happen 

this year, but was postponed 

due to a spending freeze 

within the N. C. Department 

of  Transportation.

Buildings reduced to rubble to make 
way for Waynesville roundabout 

Demolition continues on 1A


