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BY BECKY JOHNSON
bjohnson@themountaineer.com

Lena Griffin went into recon-

naissance mode as she cruised 

the Tractor Supply parking lot 

Thursday afternoon.

Five masks lay on the seat be-

side her, in assorted colors and 

patterns. She glanced at the 

pile, then at the people heading 

inside, and wondered: should I 

mask up?

“I watch the percentages of  

who is going in with a mask. If  

everybody is doing it, then I’ll do 

it. I don’t want to make other peo-

ple uncomfortable,” Griffin said.

Becky Johnson

MASKING UP —Carol and Jim Caskowski were masking up before heading into the Chef’s Table for din-
ner in downtown Waynesville.

BY VICKI HYATT
vhyatt@themountaineer.com

Because of  the con-

cerning COVID-19 data, 

N.C. Gov. Roy Cooper hit 

the dimmer switch on re-

opening the economy even 

more this week.

Instead of  dropping 

back to the more restric-

tive Phase 1 guidelines or 

moving ahead to reopen 

other sectors of  the econ-

omy, Cooper announced 

all individuals in public 

spaces will be required 

to wear face masks un-

der the existing Phase 2 

restrictions that are to 

extend for another three 

weeks.

State leaders said they 

hoped relying on the now-

proven effectiveness of  

mask-wearing to keep a 

lid on coronavirus spread 

will allow schools to re-

sume under closer-to-nor-

mal circumstances this 

fall and lead to fewer re-

strictions on other activi-

ties.

The guidelines that ini-

tially went in effect May 

22 allow retail establish-

ments to operate at 50 per-

cent capacity, cap indoor 

Mask-up now to help schools reopen

NOW REQUIRED — Ron 
Leatherwood has been 
wearing a homemade face 
mask since April. Masks are 
now required.

BY SHELBY HARRELL

sharrell@themountaineer.com

For years, Shining 

Rock Classical Academy 

— Haywood County’s 

only charter school — 

has been searching for 

a place to build a larger, 

permanent school facil-

ity.

It looks like that 

dream will finally come 

true.

During its June board 

meeting, the Shining 

Rock governing board 

unanimously approved 

an architectural design 

and a preliminary bud-

get to build a new 13-acre 

school in Waynesville 

not far from its current 

school location.

The proposed $14.9 

million facility will be in 

a rural setting bordered 

on the west by Russ Av-

enue, north by Jule No-

land Drive and south 

by Maple Grove Church 

Road.

The site is the same 

one selected in the fall 

of  2019 by previous part-

ner Schoolhouse De-

velopment LLC, which 

was proposing to build 

a 625-student facility 

at a cost of  $13.4 mil-

lion. Those plans were 

shelved once the school 

year started and enroll-

ment plummeted from 

the 428 students who 

signed up to 301 on the 

first day of  school.

Although the site is 

the same, the amount 

of  land being purchased 

went about 6 acres to 

nearly 14 acres.The cur-

rent design and budget 

proposal came from the 

school’s design-build 

partner, BC Construc-

tion Group (BCCG). The 

group has been search-

ing for available prop-

erty and conducting fea-

sibility studies for a new 

school building since 

April, when SRCA en-

tered into contract with 

them.

According to the ar-

chitectural design, the 

new school would take 

up about 48,000 square 

feet and will have a two-

BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

Mere hours after Madi-

son Cawthorn upset Lynda 

Bennett, he was thrust into 

the national spotlight.

Headlines from the 

likes of  New York Times, 

Breitbart, CNN and Fox 

News made a spectacle 

of  it: 24-year-old defeats 

Trump-endorsed candidate.

But the post-election 

statement Cawthorn sent 

after handily winning the 

GOP 11th Congressional 

second primary election 

focused on his grass-roots 

campaign, message of  hope 

and new generation leader-

ship.

As he approaches his Donated photo

PACKED HOUSE — This photo depicts a jubilant gathering at Cawthorn’s election party, where wall-to-wall supporters celebrated an upset victory.

Why 24-year-old Madison Cawthorn was 
able to come away with such a resounding 
NC11 victory and how his next challenge 
may be even tougher

Cawthorn continues on 10A

Shining Rock is 

building a new school

Shelby Harrell

HEAD OF SCHOOL — 
Joshua Morgan, Shining 
Rock Classical Academy’s 
school director, discussed 
the design and cost to build 
a new school building in 
Waynesville during its June 
virtual board meeting.

Masks continues on 8A

Reopen continues on 7A School continues on 6A


