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BY KYLE PERROTTI

kperrotti@themountaineer.com

Early voting has begun 

in North Carolina, and 

Haywood County replied 

with tremendous enthu-

siasm.

By the time the polls 

closed on Oct. 15, the 

first day of  early voting, 

2,282 ballots had been 

cast at polling places in 

Haywood County. Nearly 

230,000 ballots were cast 

across the state compared 

to 166,000 at the same 

time in 2016. In addition, 

about 553,000 mail-in bal-

lots have been accepted in 

North Carolina.

Of  Thursday’s voters, 

in Haywood County 37% 

were Democrats, 36% 

were Republicans and 

27% were unaffiliated.

Worth the wait
People began lining up 

outside the Waynesville 

early voting site at the 

Senior Resource Center 

off  Russ Avenue around 

6 a.m. Thursday. By the 

time the polls opened at 

8 a.m., the line stretched 

all the way around the 

building.

First in line was Pam 

Davis, a former civics 

teacher.

“It’s important that we 

vote. It’s not only a right 

and a privilege, but it’s a 

duty,” she said.

Like many others in 

line, Davis had strong 

opinions about the Presi-

dential election.

“It’s time we decide to 

come out from under this 

orange cloud,” she said.

Early voting in Haywood opens with a gusto

Kyle Perrotti

LONG LINES — At times, the line at the Senior Resource Center wrapped around the 
building and resulted in wait times upwards of an hour.

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

The make-up of  the 

Waynesville homeless 

task force has been a 

hotly debated topic since 

the task force was first 

announced last December 

— and 10 months later, 

the issue is still alive and 

well.

Town leaders have been 

criticized for packing the 

task force with those in 

the nonprofit, social ser-

vice and faith-based sec-

tor, and for short-chang-

ing representation by 

average residents.

A partial do-over may 

now be in the works 

following revelations 

brought to light by The 

Mountaineer that five 

task force members have 

yet to attend a single 

meeting — comprising a 

quarter of  the 21-member 

task force.

Yet a sixth previously 

resigned, and a seventh 

was hired to serve as the 

paid facilitator — po-

tentially accounting for 

turn-over of  a third of  

the initial members since 

the task force launched in 

MIA on the homeless task force

FRONT LINE — Bill Guy, di-
rector of the Open Door Min-
istries and coordinator for the 
homeless services project 
opening in West Waynesville, 
is a member of the homeless 
task force, but has not at-
tended a single meeting. 

Voting continues on 11A

BY BECKY JOHNSON

bjohnson@themountaineer.com

The need for another 

homeless shelter has 

emerged as a top issue 

facing the Waynesville 

homeless task force — 

and as is par for the 

course on the homeless 

front, it’s been met with 

controversy out of  the 

gate.

The Pathways Center 

in Hazelwood doesn’t 

have space for all the 

homeless people in Hay-

wood County, nor does 

it accept those actively 

struggling with drug 

and alcohol addiction. 

Before getting into Path-

ways, clients must be 

clean and committed to 

the challenge of  assimi-

lating back into society.

That leaves a segment 

of  the homeless popu-

lation out in the cold, 

wandering the streets, 

sleeping wherever they 

can find, and ultimately 

leading to the theft, van-

dalism, fighting, trail 

Talk of another homeless shelter 

sparks concern over location

Shelter continues on 8AHomeless continues on 9A

Becky Johnson

REGULARS — Peggy Han-
nah and fellow members 
of the Saving Haywood co-
alition have been speaking 
out at Waynesville town 
meetings for months now.

BY JEANNETTE CARRILLO

jcarrillo@themountaineer.com

“Now there is a plan!” declared 

Save the Animals Rescue (STAR) 

founder Karen Owens, introduc-

ing her newest tenant and ani-

mal lover Sarah Windle, who pur-

chased the sanctuary’s barn in 

July.

While there always has been a 

mission for STAR, which is dedi-

cated to helping abused and aban-

doned horses, Owens is referring 

to the legacy of  the sanctuary she 

and her husband, Jim, started 15 

years ago in the northwest part 

of  the county.

IT’S A GOD THING
Animal rescuers find three shelters 

are better than one

Rescuers continues on 10A


