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“1-2-3-4-5.”

A burst of  music fills 

the First Presbyterian 

Church fellowship hall. 

A timpani crashes; sax-

ophones and trombones 

blow upbeat, familiar mel-

odies. Other instruments 

— flutes, French horns, 

tubas, weave in. The band 

starts with “Cartoon Sym-

phony,” a medley that in-

cludes theme songs from 

Pink Panther, The Simp-

sons and Looney Toons.

“Stop.”

“You’re flat.”

It’s Thursday night, 

weekly practice for the 

Haywood Community 

Band. Sheet music shuf-

fles and the band picks 

back up again.

“Much better.”

“Yes, that’s great.”

“Okay, reset.”

The band is gearing 

up for its next concert 

in October — the theme 

is “Through the Eyes of  

Children.” After nearly 20 

seasons, the band is still 

going strong, even though 

the pandemic forced 

them to cancel their 2020 

season and caused their 

numbers to drop. At 

times they’ve had nearly 

50 members. Now it fluc-

tuates between 33 and 35.

But for many people 

in the band, the sense of  

community and inclusiv-

ity is what brings them 

back each year.

Pam Randall has been 

in the band for five years 

now. She plays the alto 

saxophone, something 

she picked back up after 

years of  raising kids. She 

hadn’t played regularly 

since high school, and 

says it was a bit intimi-

dating to start up again. 

But she stuck with it, and 

she’s glad she did.

“This is the most amaz-

ing group of  people,” 

Randall said. “There’s ev-

eryone from people who 

play on the side to profes-

sional musicians. Every-

one has a story here.”

Retired band di-

rector and principal 

George Kenney agrees, 

Community comes first in the Haywood Community Band

Rachel Moore

The Haywood Community Band practices once a week. Each 
concert is conducted by one of the band’s four conductors, 
so their repertoire spans across time and genre. The theme 
for their Oct. 17 concert is “Through the Eyes of Children.”
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CRUSO — It is a slow slog 

to get a flooded house ready 

to live in again.

Just ask Carroll Pressley, 

92, who lives in a home with 

his wife that’s about 100 feet 

from the east fork of  the Pi-

geon River.

The Pressleys home had 

flooded in just a portion of  

a living area that had once 

been a garage, as well as in 

the crawl space where flood-

water seeped into the sub 

flooring.

The absence of  structural 

damage allowed the home to 

be one of  the 25% to 30% that 

were eligible for the rapid 

rehousing program being 

funded by the county and 

nonprofits such as United 

Way and Mountain Projects 

that have raised funds for 

flood relief  efforts.

Baptists on Mission are 

working hand-in-hand with 

the county, nonprofits and 

the state Emergency Man-

agement on the program 

where the average cost of  re-

habilitating a flooded home 

Rapid rehousing 

aims to keep people 

in their homes

Carroll Pressley, whose 
home was flooded and was 
is being rehabbed by Bap-
tists on Mission volunteers, 
is shown with his daughter, 
Carolyn Wilson.
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On Sunday, Aug. 15, lo-

cal and national agencies 

had their eyes on Hay-

wood County.

The team at the Na-

tional Weather Service 

G r e e nv i l l e - S p a r t a n -

burg knew that rains 

from Tropical Storm 

Fred would dump rain 

on Western North Caro-

lina, so they put together 

short briefing pages to 

outline the risk for flash 

floods. The briefs went 

out to their local part-

ners, including Haywood 

County Emergency Ser-

vices.

As the threat for flood-

ing ramped up, the brief-

ing page became a brief-

ing package. Then, the 

NWS transitioned to 

live webinar to keep lo-

cal agencies and au-

thorities informed min-

ute-by-minute, says 

Trisha Palmer, warn-

ing coordination meteo-

rologist at NWS Green-

ville-Spartanburg.

Meanwhile, in Hay-

wood County, Emer-

gency Services was put-

ting together teams of  

rescuers and mutual aid 

groups across the state. 

They knew Fred would 

be a major event, but no 

one predicted the full 

devastation.

It’s been more than a 

month since Fred hit and 

many wonder: what hap-

pened?

Making sense of it
Haywood County 

Emergency Services and 

the NWS started send-

ing out alerts and posting 

flash flood watches on so-

cial media Monday, Aug. 

16.

But when Fred finally 

reached Haywood County, 

it lingered over a crest on 

the Blue Ridge Parkway, 

pouring rain down into 

the East Fork of  the Pi-

geon River.

At 3:15 p.m. Haywood 

County upgraded the 

flash flood watch to a 

flash flood warning. In 

the span of  an hour-and-

a-half, from 3:15 p.m. to 

4:45 p.m., on Aug. 17, the 

river nearly doubled, ris-

ing from 6.5 feet to 12 feet. 

Compare that to an ear-

lier reading the same day, 

when the river was at a 

mere 1.9 feet.

By the time the river 

peaked at 16.2 feet just 

an hour later, around 

5:45 p.m., it was too late 

for many people to evacu-

ate or secure their belong-

ings. The damage had 

been done. Entire houses 

washed away. Six people 

were left dead. Dozens 

Fred highlights challenges in forecasting, importance of preparedness

Fred continues on 10A

Band continues on 9A

Rehousing continues on 9A
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It’s been a month 

since flooding altered 

life in Haywood County 

in so many ways.

In the aftermath of  

Tropical Storm Fred, 

there are the 114 fami-

lies whose homes were 

completely destroyed, 

GROUND ZERO:

Zero continues on 9A

One month ago, vehicles were hard-pressed to get through the 
Cruso community as road and bridge crews, search and rescue 
teams, volunteers and flood survivors congregated in one of 
the hardest hit areas of Haywood following Tropical Storm Fred.

A LOT HAS CHANGED AS CRUSO 

ENTERS RECOVERY PHASE


