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Wisdom is oftentimes nearer when we stoop than 

when we soar.  - William Wordsworth
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While large housing devel-

opments coming down the pike 

in Waynesville have captured 

headlines over the past year, 

they are only part of the picture.

Numerous projects across the 

county will collectively add 380 

housing units over the next cou-

ple of years, helping to alleviate 

the acute housing and rental 

shortage. That’s in addition to 

hundreds more slated to come 

online in Waynesville.

In the issue, The Mountaineer 

walks through the housing de-

velopments in the pipeline from 

Canton to Maggie Valley. See 

Wednesday’s edition for part II 

on the projects in Waynesville.

In the Canton area, three 

housing projects are in the 

works.

Building boom: 
Developments to add hundreds of 
housing units across the county
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Building Boom continues on 6A

SPROUTING UP — A spate of housing construction across the county remains underway, despite talk of a cooling 
market ahead. Pictured is a subdivision of new homes near Tuscola High School being developed by Kituwah.
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Haywood County’s 

new sheriff has been on 

the job for just for just 

two months, and is al-

ready chipping away at 

the 10-point plan that was 

the hallmark of his cam-

paign.

Sheriff Bill Wilke, who 

was the guest speaker at 

a recent breakfast gath-

ering of the Haywood 

County Chamber of Com-

merce, went through the 

10-point plan, providing 

a status update on each 

point.

One of the goals that’s 

front and center is a 

county jail that would 

more than double the 

jails capacity — from 109 

to 264 beds at a cost of $21 

million.

“We need the jail,” he 

told the group of busi-

ness leaders. “Jails save 

lives. There are more peo-

ple hurt by the drug epi-

demic outside of jail.”

Jail is an “uncomfort-

able place and it should 

be,” he said, but there 

are programs in place 

to help those inclined to 

turn their lives around. 

Currently, about 80% of 

those incarcerated are 

serious offenders with a 

high bond.

County commissioners 

learned last month that 

the $21 million jail expan-

sion wouldn’t be possible 

without a property tax in-

crease. When asked about 

the cost by the audience, 

Wilke deferred to the 

county commissioners, 

Sheriff: Jail expansion is needed

Vicki Hyatt

VISION UNFOLDS — Haywood’s new sheriff, Bill Wilke, spoke of his 10-point plan 
for the department at a recent Issues and Eggs breakfast of the Haywood County 
Chamber of Commerce.

Jail continues on 7A
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Noah Journey Bolden, 

26, of Canton, appeared in 

court Wednesday at the 

Haywood County Justice 

Center for arraignment 

on the charge of first-de-

gree murder of Uber 

driver Julia Holland.

Bolden was ushered 

into the courtroom ac-

companied by a myriad 

of Haywood County depu-

ties. Bolden, who appears 

to be at least 6’3”, towered 

over officials with broad 

shoulders and an indif-

ferent demeanor. Dis-

trict Court Judge Donna 

Forga presided over the 

arraignment.

Bolden has been in 

custody since his arrest 

on Jan. 2, along with his 

mother Jeanie Bolden, 57, 

of Canton. Jeanie Bolden 

was also arraigned 

Wednesday on the charge 

of accessory after the fact.

A grand jury indict-

ment against Jeanie 

Bolden alleged she at-

tempted to help her son 

“escape detection and 

Murder suspect 
appears in court

Becky Johnson

COURT — Noah Bolden, 26, of Canton, accused of first-de-
gree murder, is pictured at a court arraignment with his 
court-appointed attorney Greg Newman in the background.

Bolden continues on 7A
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The Waynesville Po-

lice Department will be-

come the first west of 

Asheville to have a mo-

torcycle unit.

If a vision of CHIPS 

came to mind, don’t 

queue up the theme song 

just yet.

“They would never 

be used in pursuits,” 

Waynesville Police Chief 

David Adams said.

Instead, Waynesville’s 

motorcycle unit will 

serve as community liai-

sons — leading parades, 

funeral escorts, Toys for 

Tots drives and biker 

safety outreach.

The motorcycles are 

a magnet when interact-

ing with the public, Ad-

ams said.

“Motorcycles are pop-

ular, especially in this 

area. It will be a big PR 

tool for us,” Adams said 

“It’s the same concept as 

when you pull out a K-9 

and everyone wants to 

pet it.”

The best part? Ad-

ams got a steal on two 

extra motorcycles from 

the Hendersonville Po-

lice Department for just 

$2,000 each. The retail 

value of the bikes — 2012 

and 2013 police-model 

Harley Davidsons — is 

about $11,000 each.

“It was a phenomenal 

deal,” Adams said.

Adams used to work 

for the Hendersonville 

Police Department. 

Knowing it had a motor-

cycle unit, he cold called 

the chief there for some 

advice on starting one 

up in Waynesville. It 

proved a fruitful phone 

call.

“He told me ‘We have 

a couple bikes we aren’t 

using anymore,’ so we 

worked out a price on 

them,” Adams said.

Other than a basic 

tune up, the bikes just 

need the Waynesville 

Police logo painted over 

Hendersonville’s.

Revving up
With only two motor-

cycles to go around, de-

ciding which officers 

get them could be tricky. 

Cops on motorcycles coming to Waynesville

GETTING IN THE GAME — Waynesville Police Chief 
David Adams scopes out one of the police-model Har-
ley Davidsons being purchased from the Henderson-
ville Police Department for just $2,000 each.

Motorcycle cops contin-

ues on 7A


