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Vaccine roll-out
details released

Chestnut Mountain Park

IS READY TO BUILD

BY VICKI HYATT
vhyatt@themountaineer.com

From This...

TO THIS!

How, when and where
Haywood County residents can get COVID-19
vaccines has been a
question that’s almost
overwhelmed
public
health officials.
It is one where answers will be readily
available
Wednesday,
Jan. 6, but the one unanswered question will
hinge on when vaccine doses arrive in the
county.
Interim Public Health
Director Garron Bradish told the Haywood

County Board of Commissioners
Monday
the call center hotline,
where callers can have
their
questions
answered, that functioned
when the virus first hit
the county will be reactivated by Wednesday.
Staff from the library
and other agencies that
can spare a worker or
two were reassigned
temporarily and trained
on Tuesday. Through the
call center, individuals
will be asked basic questions that will preregister them for their vaccine.

Vaccines continues on 8A

Down Home protests
proposed jail expansion

PARK ENTRANCE — Development plans for Chestnut Mountain Park will convert a long-abandoned bridge into a scenic park entrance, complete with picnic tables, benches and a pedestrian-only entrance to the 450-acre mountain park.
BY VICKI HYATT
vhyatt@themountaineer.com
It’s been just six months
since Canton officially
learned it would become the
proud owner of a 450-acre
mountain just a mile from
its town limits.
Plans are already in place
to develop the area into an
outdoor mecca that includes
hiking and biking trails,
camping/picnic areas, a
tyke bike park, an event
space with a pavilion and a
place where those of all ages
will be able to enjoy the outdoors.
The planning phase was
a shared effort with Canton, Haywood County and
the Cruso Endowment Fund
splitting a $75,000 bill to hire
two Asheville-based companies — landscape architecture firm Equinox Environmental, which crafted a
master plan based on plenty
of citizen input, and Elevated Trail Design, which

oversaw the trail design
work.
The plan has been approved by the Canton governing board and $250,000
state recreation trails program grant application has
been submitted to help complete Phase 1 of the plan.
This phase includes a
temporary trailhead, with
a gravel parking lot and
bridge improvements, about
eight miles of trails, primitive camping sites and scenic overlooks.
Assistant Town Manager
Nick Scheuer said work will
begin this year.
“We know we are creating a legacy project that will
be around for a long time,”
Scheuer said. “Our goal is to
have 15-18 miles of trails, a
climbing trail to the top of
the mountain with a viewing structure, back country
campsites, a bicycle playground specifically made
for very small children, a
mini pump track and trails
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“

LOCAL PERSPECTIVE — Haywood native Crystal Jackson recalled a decade of addiction that she was only
recently able to break in an effort to open people’s eyes
to both the conditions in jail and the lack of resources
for those wishing to seek help.
BY KYLE PERROTTI
kperrotti@themountaineer.com

ENTRANCE SITE — A bridge built decades ago over
Hominy Creek to serve a racetrack proposed on Chestnut
Mountain has long sat idle. Under park development plans,
it will be converted into a scenic entrance to the park.
for all ages and skill levels.”
The park development
will be done with the help
from plenty of funding
partners who see the potential economic and recreation value of the project,
as well as partners such
as Haywood Waterways

Association that will help to
remove invasive plants and
work on stream restoration
efforts along the section of
Hominy Creek that runs
through the property.

Park continues on 11A

se-Lee Dunlap of Down
Home North Carolina.
Dunlap noted that
a study determined
that 85% of people in
the detention center
have a substance use
disorder, adding that
50% of people who’ve
sought addiction treatment could not access
it. They said that when
looking at those things
combined, it’s clear
that a jail isn’t the
right investment.
“We
could
pretty
quickly reduce the jail
population if we made
evidence-based
treatment options widely
available,” they said.
Dunlap
introduced
Haywood native Crystal

A small group from
Down Home North Carolina gathered Monday
morning in front of the
historic
courthouse,
just before the county’s
board of commissioners meeting, to begin
its “NO NEW JAIL!”
campaign
protesting
the proposed $16.5 million expansion of the
Haywood County Detention Center.
“As
sheriffs
and
other elected officials
say, we can’t arrest our
way out of this in relation to the drug war
which in actuality is
a war against people
who have substance
use disorder,” said Jes- Jail continues on 10A
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The art of being happy lies in the power of extracting
happiness from common things.”

- Henry Ward Beecher

