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APPEARANCES:

on

Oon

behalf of the Plaintiff:

SARAH ROEB, ESQUIRE

Sarah Robb Law

919 East Main Street, Suite 1000
Richmond, Virginia 23219
sarah@sarahrobblaw.com

and -

HELEN HARDIMAN, ESQUIRE
Hardiman Law, PLLC

6841 Forest Hill Avenue, Unit #124
Richmond, Virginia 23225

Helen@hardimanlaw.com

behalf of the Defendants:

W. RYAN WADDELL, ESQUIRE

JIMMY F. ROBINSON, JR., ESQUIRE
Ogletree Deakins

901 East Byrd Street, Suite 1300
Richmond, Virginia 23219
ryan.waddell@ogletreedeakins.com

jimmy.robinson@ogletreedeakinsg.com

-
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VIRGINTIA:

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE CITY OF RICHMOND

CONNIE CLAY,

Plaintiff,
V. CASE NO.
CL24-929
CITY OF RICHMOND AND PETULA
BURKS,
Defendants.
VIDEOCONFERENCED

DEPOSITION UPON ORAL EXAMINATION
OF SHEILA D, WHITE,
TAKEN ON BEHALF OF THE PLAINTIFF

September 10, 2025

KATHLEEN BEARD ADAMS, CCR, RPR, CRR

Court Reporter




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

Exhibit E

Also Present: William J. Hudson, Electronic Notary
Public for the Commonwealth of
Virginia at Large

Catherine Jacquemin, Office
Administrator, Ogletree Deakins

Sam Sylvester, Law Clerk,
Ogletree Deakins
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I N D E X
DEPONENT
Sheila D. White
Examination by Ms. Rcbkbb

Examination by Mr. Waddell

EXHIBITS
NO. DESCRIPTION
1 LinkedIn information
2 Email chains, Bates Clay

05200-05273
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Videoconferenced deposition upon oral
examination of SHEILA D. WHITE, taken on behalf of
the Plaintiff, before Kathleen Beard Adams, CCR,
RPR, CRR, and William J. Hudson, e-Notary Public for
the Commonwealth of Virginia at large, taken
pursuant to notice, commencing at 2:04 p.m., on
September 10, 2025; and this in accordance with the
Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia, 1950, as
amended.

SHEILA D. WHITE, having been first duly
sworn, was examined and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION
BY MS. ROBB:
Q. Good afternoon, Ms. White. I'm Sarah
Robb and I represent Connie Clay in this matter. I
thank you for joining us today.

Today I am going to ask you a number of
questions about this lawsuit and about your time at
the City of Richmond as the finance director
pertaining to FOIA and this lawsuit, and when I do I
ask that you give me complete answers. So if you
know more than what you're saying I'd ask you to
just go ahead and tell me as long as it's part of

your answer what you are saying to finish your

Halasz Reporting & Video | 804.708.0025
1011 East Main Street Richmond, VA 23219
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thoughts.

And I'm going to go through some --
first, I'm going to do some background questions and
some instructions, and then we'll go through your
actual experience with the City of Richmond. Okay?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Because we're remote sometimes
it's difficult to tell where someone's ending and
where the next person is going to begin speaking.

A. Uh-huh.

Q. I'll endeavor on my end to give a break
in between and to give your counsel an opportunity
to object if necessary. And I ask that you endeavor
to do the same. TIs that all right?

A, Yes.

Q. Okay. Could you please state your full

name for the record?

A. Sheila [l white.

Q. Okay. Ms. White, how are you currently
employed?

A. I am employed full-time.

Q. Yes. How are you employed?

A. I work for an organization.

Q. Ms. White, when I said if you could give

a complete answer, what do you do for a living right
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Who employs you?

A. (No response)
| MS. ROBB: Mg, White. 1f You could just
answer the Questions I agk.

MR. WADDELL,: Sarah, I'np just going to

history. I'm not going to instruct her how to

answer the question. 7Tf she doesn't want to provide
that that:'g her decision. T think she hag answered
your question that she'g full-time employed, but you

! ¢an ask her.

[ MS. ROBB: I've never hag Someone whoe
does not tell me where they work. 1 guess I don't
understand. Should we go off the record and discuss
it?

MR. WADDELL: We don't neeqd to. I jugt

don't think she feelg comfortable giving Personal

f actions that Ms. Clay hag taken. ghe'g entitled to

Privacy.

Halasz Reporting & Video | 804.708.0025
1011 East Main Street Richmond, VA 2321 9
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employed.

BY MS. ROBE:

Q. all right. Ms. White, why are you -~ !
why do you feel uncomfortable based on the actions
of my client saying where you work?

MR. WADDELL: And I'll say that's my
representation not hers.
MS. ROBB: I understand. I'm going to
give her a chance to explain that.
BY MS. ROBB:
Q. Ms. White?
A. 1 feel uncomfortable because Yyour client

has been on my LinkedIn page stalking me. |

Q. what do you mean by that, Ms. White?
A. gxactly what T said.
Q. No. What do you mean by the word
ngtalking"?
A. T think that has & common definition.
Q. 1 don't think soO. I'm asking what you

think it is.

A. Exactly what I said, she's been on my
LinkedIn page stalking me.

Q. when has she been on your LinkedIn page?

MR. WADDELL: I£f you remember you can

Halasz Reporting & Video | 804.708. 0025
1011 East Main Street Richmond, VA 23219
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A. Yeah. 1 don't recall the e

Q. okay . Well:, stalking is

than just pefore.

Exhibit B

xact date.

something more

A. Well, that's your definition.
Q.- okay . well, how many times?
A. LinkedIn doesn't give me the number of

gimes aomeone's peen on WY page.

Q. go it could be one?

A. 1t could be one- 1t could be more.
Q. Were -~

A. 1 just know that she's b

een on MY page-

We have O other affiliations. There's 1O reason

for her to pe on my page-

Q. Wwell, you
A. But I don't want to shar
with her. Tt is not relevant toO thi
we just move on?
Q. I've asked you where Yyou

you're saying you're not going ¥°© an

saying you're not going to© answer -~

what you're saying?

A. T think i'wve been clear.

answer where yo

u work?

1011 East Main Street Richmond, VA

're & witness in this case.

e my information

s suit. Go can

work, and if
swer then you're

and is that

Q. Are You saying that you're refusing to
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1
2 / should bpe sufficient.
3
f Q. Okay. a131 right. pg. White, where do
4 You live? .
5 (
A, I think You know where I live You sent
6 / the subpoeng to my address
7 1 i
} 0. I'm just Simply asking -- like let'g
8 Just -.
9 A, I'm not answering,
10 Q. No, You're not.
11 i
Ms, White, ip which city do you /
12 Currently resides |
13 | A Ny |
14 - Thank you. How long have you 1iveg in
15 | Virginia? |
16 A. Nine years.
.17 0. Okay. Dpig You come to Virginia to work

18 for the City of Richmond?

158 A, No.
20 Q Okay. Where did you work just prior?
21 A, I do not want to answer that gquestion.
22 Q All right. One moment, Ms. White.
23 What qualifications did you have to be
\

' 3 f Richmond?
_ : vector for the City o
I | the finance A e

that hav
at dO&S
y, W

25
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1 [__ Q. Ms. White, we can't -- this is not going
2 | to work every single gquestion. I asked you where
3 You worked prior, Normally that'sg how you get up
4 why someone has their job. Now I'm asking your
5 qualifications that made You the finance director
6 for the City of Richmond.
7 | A. I was the deputy director. I was hired_
8 as the deputy director for the City of Richmond.
9 When the director left he Tecommended that I sit ip
10 the interim Seat. And based on my performance I
11 ! applied for the job and was given the opportunity.
12 Q. One minute while I get a document.
13 Ms. White, T only just learned You were
14 going to be remote last evening and I didn't
15 anticipate Physically being here. That's just an
16 / explanation for why it might take a Second for me to
17 get documents loaded. oOne moment .
18 { Ms. White, let me ask you this: When
18 You began at the City of Richmond or when you --
20 let's say this: When you became the director of the
21 | finance department how many people worked under you?
22 A. I don't recall.
23 Q. You don't know how many people worked
24 for you as the director of the --
25

Lg A. I don't recall.

Halasz Reporting & Video | 804.708.0025
1011 East Main Street Richmond, VA 23219
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Q. Can you please give me a ballpark
answer?

A. Could you repeat the guestion?

Q. Ms. White, how many people worked under

you when you were the director of the finance
department for the City of Richmond?

A. Ballpark? Are you talking funded? Can
you be clear?

Q. Well, a finance department is a numbers
situation, so if you want to split it up and say
this many worked here and this many worked in this
department, because I know it was a big department,
you can answer however you see fit. I'm just trying
to figure out how many people did you -- were you
responsible for under your portfolio T believe is
the word.

A, I don't remember exactly, but ballpark
there were probably north of 140 positions. There
were a number of vacancies, so there might have
actually been filled at any given time around a
hundred, but I'm not sure.

Q. I have a question just because I'm being
curious. What happens -- if you have an unfunded
position what happens with the funding for that

position?

T T T

Halasz Reporting & Video | 804. 708.0025
1011 Fast Main Street Richmond, VA 23219
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1 MR, WADDEL], .

2 the Tecord. ghe is here j

3 Sheig not a Tepresentat

4 Ms. ROBB: 1 know,

5 MR, WADDELZ,. If you know the answer yoy
& Can answer. If you dop t know then you don't know

7 A, Yeah

8 BY Mg, WADDELL

9 Q You're the director .. You were the

12 A, I don'¢ understang the Question.

13 Q. Okay. Well, if You have unfundegd
14 Positiong aren't they technically 7T Or unfilleqg
15 positions, eXcuse me, arent't they technically
16 fundeq?

17 A, That jg Correct.

If you don't You donp'¢,

Halasz Reporﬁng & Video | 804.708, 0025
10711 East Main Street Richmond, VA 232719
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the question., and so 1

A. 1'm not following
can't answer it.
BY MS. ROBB:

Q. a1l right. Ms. White. how many -~ did

1
2
3
4
5 you have directors under you? Wwhat was the level
6 under you?

7 A. The next level uynder me could have been
8 a deputy oF an administrative assistant.

9 Q- So -- well, administrative assigtant

10 would report to you on an administrative pasis. 1'7

11 taking fxrom your answer that the level just under

12 | you in the hierarchy was a -- 18 @ depul}y?

13 A. Depulty director. chief of risk

14 management. S80..-

15 Q. go is that two people who were under Y
16 in the hierarchy: just undex?

17 A. Just under -~ no. There were more the

18 two people who reported directly to me .

18 Q- Okay. HoOVW many people were OI the ne
20 layer under Yyou., under director of finance?

21 A. so let me just 9o through it. And tl
22 changed oveT time, SO just let me -- bear with m
23 for omne second.

24 Q. A1l right.

25 A. The administrative assistant, and tl
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hag 3 bPerson whe did Policy, a Person whe did

a@nalyticg, there wag also tywo deputies, and the risk

management, and thep also debt,

Q. And what is that last one?
A, Debt anpg investments
0. Oh, debt, Sorry I didn¢ understang

A, No day was the Same,
Q. Okay. /
A, So it would vary,

My chief responsibility was to

T ——

adminigtey the financeg for the City, ang S0 all the
thingg that that entailg, and there are a lot of
them,

Q. I assume. What were the maip thingg
that ji¢ éntailedr 7 don't¢ need all the

nitty~gritty. I just wWant to know generally what

was it that You diqg,




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Exhibit E

council oI mayor as relates to any of the financial

policies. Reporting to all of the various areas.

whether those are federal, local ©OF state. Ensuring

that we met our obligations as it related tO our
audits and our ginancial obligations ag it relates
to payind vendors, administering contracts. all of
those things.

Q- Okay. One moment. . gorry. L am having
txouble getting 3@ document tO 10ad, and 1 apologize
for that.

A1l right. what kind of training did
you receive when you onboarded at the City of
Richmond that you remember? what was the

orientation 1ike is the question 1'11 ask.

A. I onboarded in the middle of COVID.
Q. oh., gosh.
A. So -~ yeah. g0 orien - - there wWas not

orientation because. obviously, 1° one was doing
orientation at that time. and the director was
there, bubt the person who had vacated the position
pefore me had left. and s© onboardind consisted ¢
meeting the wvarious directors and just gtarting
read the code, the ordinances and just relevant
documents.

Q. okay - and were You familiar with tha

HalasZ Reporting & Video | 804.708.0025

1011 East Main Street Richmond, VA 23219
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A, Not all positions had job descriptions.
So some did, some didn't.
Q. One moment.
Do you remember when the last training

for FOIA was that you attended?

A, I don't recall.

Q. Do you remember who presented?

A. I don't recall.

Q. What does FOIA require of a director of

a department at the City of Richmond?

A. I think it depends on your position. My
requirements are a lot different from =omeone
else's, so I have specific rules that I have to
follow.

Q. How many days does FOIA require for a
turnaround time when you'd receive a FOIA?

A, I don't recall the specifics.

Q. Okay. Was it quick?

MR. WADDELL: Object to form. You can
answer if you know.
THE DEPONENT: I don't -- I don't know
what she means by quick.
BY MS. ROBB:
Q. Well, I will move on.

What are the extra rules that you said

Halasz Reporting & Video | 804.708.0025
1011 East Main Street Richmond, VA 23219







