
PRANKLINSTREET VIEW OF THE JEFFERSON ON AGALA.NIGHT*

Quarter of the city. The citizens were

tireless in their efforts to help save all
possible from the flames. They car-
ried out baggage until the front yards

of residents for blocks away were
crowded with luggage of,every char-
acter. The furniture of houses adja-

cent to the hotel was also taken out.

Every,resident for blocks around was

soon awake and on the scene. Expres-

sions of regret, as deep as though a

personal loss were sustained, were
\u25a0heard from all lips. Richmond, in her
long history, has not had burned a

building whose destruction
' caused

such genuine sorrow—certainly not
since the burning of the old Spot^wood

Hotel, Christmas morning". 3570.
SCENES AT THE FIRE.

The scenes at the fire were stirring

beyond description. Magnificence as*
beauty were conjoined ina degree that,

awed those who beheld the awful spec-

tacle. The flames leaped a hundred
feef above 'the' roof—liigh above the
lofty towers, and swirling*heavenward
stood out against the darkness,, writ-
ing destruction upon the bosom of the
iight.-The streets for many square-

were as light as at noonday. The roar-
dug aud crackling; the. crash of falling

timbers and walls; the always thrilling

\u25a0sound of working engines, helped to

make the scene one which will be re-

membered.
ANEXPLOSION.

Soon after the fire started a terrific
explosion, caused by the ignition oi; tne
gas reservoir, startled and horrified
the spectators. The results were not

fatal The fearsome roaring and
crackling; the crash of falling iron,

and timbers and walls; the rhythmical
beat of the working engines; the cries
of the"firemen; the ceaseless murmur-
intr of the great throng that hemmed
in on every side the scene' of the
mighty catastrophe, added features to
a spectacle which willnever be forgot-

ten by those who witnessed it.
MADE\u25a0RAPID PROGRT3ES.

Once Avell started the flames 1-eyt run-

niug with a. speed almost incredible.
The thousands who thronged the va-
cant lot on Main Street, fo the south-
west of the burning structure, had a
view-point superior to all others- When
they first began to gather there, a wav-
ering "glare in the Roof Garden and
puffs of:smoke from the roof wore all
that told them the splendid structure

\u25a0was in danger of destruction. Then
there was. a brighter glare: volumes of
ilame and inky .smoke burst through
the roof; the mighty roaring nearly
drowned the throbbing of the engines.

Then, in a mominent. there --was a
glare at several of the Main-Street
windows. .at ;the southeast corner of
the fourth floor. The throng then be-
came'interested in watching the \u25a0flames
appear, at «ue window after another,
eating its way. foot by foot, until.then;

\u25a0was a blindingglare, and all knew the
fire had reached the large assembly-

room.. Itwas not long then until the
spectators sa/w the llames- enwrap the
entire building south of the jrreat tow-
ers, and down to the secondtloor. Then
they waited. -and when Hie gray light

of dawn stole.up from the east, they
saw but sullen smoke aud 'blackened
ruins."
•

The firemen realized from the first
their utter 'inadequacy to cope with a
fire of-such magnitude. They fought
with -unwavering energy, under the
shadow of lofty -walls that threatened
to totter and fall, from the dizzy height
of the rodf of the unburning portion of
the hotel, from the tops of adjoining
residences, from every point from
which it seemed possible to throw .a
stream upon the seething, leaping
flames.

But the strength of man was
as naught :igainst the fury of
the devouring element, and in an hour
fronVthe iimethe fire started, themen
lighting it knew, and the thousands*
watching it knew, 'the great ,building
was doomed.

\u25a0The property loss was enormous.' The
spectators saw practically destroyed
ina few hours a mighty structure'? the
building of which .had taken nearly a
million and a. half dollars and years
of labor. The insurance upon the prop-
erty was about $570.000.. Thf* cele-
brated .Valentine statue; of. Thomas .
Jefferson, in the Palm Court wns
saved, but the -head was broken off.'
Manager Fry lost everything.;- His

THE' MOST DISASTROUS FIRE RIGBIOIB HIS EXPERIENCED SINGE THE EVACUATION.
THE JEFFERSON HOTEL.

[.Smoke-srimcd walls aud smouldering
ruins are all that remain this morning:
of the magnificent Jefferson Hotel.

The splendid hostelry, at once the
glory 'Of latiterday Kichmond and the
pride of. her people, was destroyed -by

fire last night-
Tlie great building was crowded

with guests, but there was no loss of
life. Several persons were injured:
several hairbreadth escapes were re-
ported.

The larger portion of the -furniture
was destroyed. The magnificent fur-
nishings of the grand salon were got-

ten out; practically all the baggage of
guests was saved. The guests them-
selves found shelter in other hotels:
the doors of homes of citizens were
opened wide to receive them, and large

numbers are stopping now in private
homes.

CAUSE OF THE FIRE.
Defective insulation

1 of nu- electric
light wire is thought fto-.have caused
the fire. Itoriginated /in

- closet, ap-
parently, on the fourth floor, afc llie
southeastern corner of the building. It
was 11:13 o'clock when the first alarm
was turned in. The fire hs:l apparent-

ly been extinguished, Avhon the interior
of the Roof Garden, at the fifth story,

Was found to be in'a blaze. Then the
entire department was quickly on the
scene-

Water could not cop a with the flames.
A smart wind from out the northwest
fanned ithe fire to indescribable fury.

Powerful streams from eight engines

were played upon the fire for hours.
The flames kept leaping higher and
higher: their fury increased until there
was littleleft to feed upon.

CAUSED GREAT EXCITEMENT.
"The Jefferson is burning." was the

news that spread rapidly. Itwas- not
long before an immense crowd of all
ages and sexes gathered from every

Citizens Most Hospitable to the Burned'
Oat Visitors.

HOMES WERE OPENED WIDE\-ir-initu and especially llichmoud,

tl^litv wasr uorcr more uobly

W^n than last n&t
had teen paffets of the burnir- Jeffqi

son Hotel became guests of llichmoud s ;

St ci^ens. Oo:ers poured iu^from
she immediate neighborhood of tic ,
doomed hotel, and from distant parts

of the dty, to take an those ;who had ,
\ been burned out. In many ,

j these offe« were accepted, and those

Hilll-uc^ at The Jefferson, and w.Wiin a

Mmy-others were ready a^anxious! ttf csre for those who, ;had been t^us'• jnhospiiubly xurncd out Unto, by the direst disaster that has befallen
iJUchmond since alie^evac-usmon • _
1 Messrs. VirjjiuiusNewton a.id Thomas

!AUunson Kept open House, and coftee

and other refreshments were liberally

dispensed to the brave firemen who-'
™rW so laihtfullyso save Hlchmond g

!handsome hotel and through whose |gl|, work the as joining property was mobU>
5 saved. Their houses, as well as those
j oi all others in the neighborhood, were

thrown open "and everything- possible

done for the comfort of everyone.

! WHERE THEY ARE JsO\\ . ;
} X pirtiai list of the guests and where ;

It)iW are. quartered follows:
Mr. and Mrs. E. D.'Xason, and EH.

].»xtrop. of Springfield, Msus.; are at the

1 home of Mr. Thos. AtUinson.
I gentleman and h,is wlfo at Mrs.

P^S,£ ?Sd wife at Mr.Fred Pleas-

!, a
Three ladies at"Mr.Edward Mayers \u25a0\u25a0'

{Mrs Deshler, -Miss Deshler and Miss

at. Mr. James B. Pace's. '\u0084.
i Air" Fred Meyers and daughter, or

New York, and
'

Mr. >t it Straus of
Klchmond, at. home of Mrs. Edel. Mr.

Straus and his wife lived at the Jefferson.

in rooms furnished by themselves He

Iestimates Ms loss ,at 5^,000 with 52,000.m-

! SU
>Irs

C<"Brown and daughter, of Boston,'
a.t Mr. JLevin Joyncs'.

Three -of the maids at the Jefferson at

Mrs Preston Cocke's, three with Mrs.
FiUhugh Mayo, nine with Dr. George

Ross, three with Colonel E. S. Hobson,

three with Edward Mayo.
Captain Parker, of New York, formerly

|oi United States navy, at the Common-
iwealth Club. .
! James H. I^ogan. son of General j.. Jr.

!Lo-an, at Commonwealth Club.
! At the Lexington: Mr Blumgard, New

York- AY. T. Smith, Philadelphia: C. 11.
Mercomb. Philadelphia; George \V. Tap-

lev and wife. A- N. ilayo and AVife, and

\" T> Near and wife. Springfield, Mass.;

H C. Demson and wife. New BedTord,

Al"ass'
-

W. M. Maries Sutton, New York:
\\~. k. Virginia; V. Vincent
•Tones, New York;AY. A.-MacMalion, New
York: Mr. and Mrs. Samuel C. Law-

Irence. Boston: Dr. ."Walter L. Hull, Bos-
ton: Ira "VV. Foushell. Baltimore; R. L.
Siedge, Baltimore; J. B. Scott. Baltimore.

At New Ford's: Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Wil-
son, Pittsburgh Gerhard^Mennan, Newark,

jN. J.; W; yV'\ Causey, !New York; Mrs.
jX*1C AVharton. lpsilanti, iUch.; Miss Hat-
!\!e Swift, lpsilanti, Mich.: H. D. Merick.r.nd wife, Washington; E. F. "Wilson, Xew
'. York; G. F. Coshland, New York; C. C.'

Oula, New York; Chas. E. Hallowell, New
York; R. J. Reynolds,; Winston, N. C; 'F.

,E. Bedwell, Chicago : E. 11. Lathrop, ;

!.Springfield. Mass.; Miss F. E. Harwood,- I.Jiss \V. C. Harwood and Miss E. A.Bed- J
i well. Chicago; Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Moran, ;

Chicaso: George S. Wilson, Washington;

John ~W. Douglas, Washington; 11. E. :
Dudo. New York; J. M. Hall and wife.
Providence. R. I.;' John M. Richmond.*
'Providence. V- I.; B. A. KhourL Xew j
York: W. It. Sweeney. Wash-
ington: Henry Erben. . .Philadelphia;

J. J. McCarthy. Chicago: Mr. and Mrs.
, G. I>. Baker. Boston; A. 11. ICayton. New
1 York; E. Schultz, Arilngtor.,N. V.; Mrs.
!L. S. Ellsworth, Simsbury, Conn.; H. E.

IElisworth, Simsbury, . Conn.; S. AY.

iDodge, Simsbury. Cor.n".; B. C. Toft,

New York; L. P. Slearnes and: wife,

Newport News; Mr. and Mrs. Andrew
Squire. Cleveland; J. R. Shemmed, Bal-
timore; Louis Barron. New York; J. A.

'\u25a0 Davis. Baltimore: J. B.Munroe, Boston;'
E Macnier. Philadelphia; E. E.Mueler,
Washington: Dave L. Rice, New York;

,' Frank Harris. Westchester, Pa.; S. B.

'Waters. New Tork; J. C. Short. New

York; Mr. and Mrs. E. Walsh, Jr.. St.
lxtuis; Frank W. Levy. New,York; Mr.

nr.d Mrs. Hale, Elizabeth. N. J.; Mr. and

iMrs S R. King. Painesville. O.; J. S.-
;

Grossbaum. England; W. P. AVarner,"

WHe and 'maid.-' Troy. N. V; EP. Mon-
1

rroWr oW 'Xcff York: Mr. and Mrs. v. C.

V°Beldin. Boston: J. C. Jenkins. New
. Voj-k; a. D. Price. Boston; H. M.
'

i,owenthall. Rochester, N. V.. .
i Uthe Alhaxnba: F. M. Agostini. New
1 York- E. H. Coates,; New York.'

Murphy's. Ford's and Lexington had

f." turn away- many who applied, for.,
™ms. Some of the vlsiters at 4ioclock'

•
lixls morning were sleeping in chairs In

ibe lobby"at Murphy's. ;\u25a0 y. X-*CX -* C ™IE WHO. WERE THERE.
Aiions those who were registered at

ih« Jefferson last night, were .;Mr.and
IMrs t. L Stull. Alderson, Pa,;Mrs. M.

JSnowden. Franklin.. Pa.; P. R. Fohe>-;an(fMrs. Fohey.^Cleveland; Mrs, John F

Vt>reston and Mrs. Preston. BalUmore, and

IC F Pi-es'ton, U. S.N.; Mr. and Mrs. G.

3J Baker Boston;Mr \u25a0 and Mrs. tWilliam \u25a0

1V. Aull. :ntUbunf:-lMr._'and>:MrßJ^V:G.i.
"

J odd Master -Tack' Ladd. 1-rauleln 'Staff.
:Mr j-U Snow and Miss M:;F. Snow
;Icompose: a party from -Providence. R. 1.
{VL*A. Wilder. MISSE.F. Wilder. -Mrs.-

\V If.Davis and Master Fred Davis, of
,O,"<wrton. Mass.: Tt; B- Sled*©, and: J. Wr.i

1 j^iM84;oC--Balt!naorfc
::r '-,-\ ,!..;": .-j-j- -:j

Firemen Fought Heroically But Against
Odds//

GOOD HEADWAY WHEN SEENVnhina Few Hours After the Barnes Had

Gained lhc Mastery, All oi_ More

Than Three Hundred Strangers «ere

Comfortably Housed in Homes,

Hotels aud Clubs oi

the City.

This Thought to1 Have Been Cause -of
the Fire. *..'-'„.-

ALL WERE WELL CARED FOR.

Guests of Hotel' Become \ Guests of

Richmond's Citizens..

FROM DEFECTIVE INSULATION
> HOMES THROWN OPEN
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MADE -.MIRACULOUS ESCAPES.

One Man's Leg. Broken, But None of
the Others Seriously Injured..

A Marvel that Allthe Guests Got Out
'• of the House Alive

FEW WERE SLIGHTLY HURT

But the Head Was Broken. Off in Sav-
ing the Sculpture.

THE STATUE CARRIED OUT.

basement. The total insurance will
amount to nearly $GOO,OUO.

WAS HARD FIRE TO FIGHT.

Firemen Worked Hard, But Under Difficulties.

Avifo:iud servant carried out tlieu* two
little children wrapped in blankets.

The Face Ihits, adjacent to the Jeffer-
son on the Main-Street side, were
gutted. The furniture was removed;

the buildintr was fully insured. The
residence ct' Colonel Archer A> srson;
next to the hotel on the IV.inldin-
Street side, Avas damaged to a sliijht

extent. •
Itmay be the on^in of the 'fire will

never be conclusive' v known. Itwas
said this morninir mat an electrician
was at work on the wiringof_the buud-
iugr yesterday. Several short-circuited

.\u25a0wires m-ay have caused tires in many
places in the buildiuir a:t one time-

KECAT-J.S OTHER BICJ FIRES.
The tire Avhich destroyed the JetYer-

sbn will be remembered as one of the
•three great lires cf Itichmond. The
first was the burulntr of the Kichmond
Theatre, in'lSll: the second was the
burninir of the old Spr-'t-wood Hotel,

on Christmas moniinir, ISTO. Each
was attended by great, loss of life.
There Avere no lives lost in the Jeffer-
son Hotel fire; the property los? was
far greater, than any the city has ever
known, siivfi -that ... aceompanyin.ir tlie
evacuation by the Confederates, in

"1S(!5."
It seemed 'that the si>ectators real-

ized they AA-ere Avitnessing an event
Avhich Avouhl be foireyet remembered.
About every fire there is a strange fas-
cination: little Avonder that many of
those avlio-witnessed the progress of
the mighty conflagration of this morn-
ing could not bring -themselves away
until the aawn convinced them that
the scenes of the night were not the
poetures of a dream.

j-*—

Franklia Street Front Saved.

The fire AVas under control at o
o'clock this morning. The Franklin-
Street side of the hotel aatis much
damaged, but was not destroyed.
Probably 'three- fourths of the once
•beautiful buildingisin ruins.
'

The hotel and furnishings cost about
§1,750,000. The insurance.

'placed
through Mr. Williamson Talley. was
about on a schedule covering
the entire builvTmtr, machinery and fix-
tures- Inaddition to this there is spe-
cific insurance 'of- $15,000 on the ma-
chinery of the A'arious plants in the (Continued on Second Page.>

Siory of the Fire.
The JefTerson Hotel fire was a most

difficultone to fight and the firemen were
handicapped from the start. They

fought, however, with wonderful effec-
tiveness, and from the surrounding

housetops streams from all sides were
poured in on the seething furnace below.
The rear of the hotel, fronting on the
Alain-Street side, however, it was seen
from almost the very beginning was
doomed, but every effort and every trick
known to lire-ilghters of long experience
was brought into use. All failed and
oniy the Franklin-Street front and the
power house were saved. How all the
guests escaped is a mystery. „-

The first intimation that the hotel was
on tire, from all that can be learned,

camt- from one ot" the waiters named
Quarles. There was at first an attempt
made <by those in. the hotel to extinguish
the blazi-, but finding their efforts futile
a special alarm was sent in. Engine
Company Xo. 7 responded, -but soon a
general alarm was struck and the entire
department was called out. \u25a0

The m^n were none too soon. Before
they arrived flames had broken through
the windows of the top floor and roof
garden, as well from the roof onf the
roof garden. Streams were at once
turned on from Main. JefTerson. and
Adams Street sides of the building,but
for a long while these many streams
seemed to have no effect whatever. If
anything the fire demon seemed to grow-
only more determined and bent on com-
nleting his pitiless work..

DESPERATE PLAN OF RESCUE.
Then it was that a desperate plan of

rescue and to fight the 'flames from the
inside of the burning building^ was de-
termined upon. Brave men followed dar-
ing leaders and made their way to the
upper stories of the hotel. Captains Wise
and Hundley were among the first to

gain access to the burning structure, and
Captains -Wise and Hundley were "the
most seriously injured of this brave

The Jefferson Hotel was ;opened. -to»;>"
guests oit the Ist of November. 1895. It\u25a0£
was built ujjon the site of the property!:;
owned by'the estate ot Gen. Joseph. K."
Andersen. Itextended the entire lenjfth •\u25a0'--*

ot Jefferson Street from Main to Frank- ..
'

The people of Richmond hud lons been
| clamoring' for a hotel of the first-class

!and it-remained for Major Lewis Glntcß~s
to give it to them. „/"\u25a0*'.'.

The architects tvero Messrs. Carreri
and Hastings, of New York, und the con- ,
struction of the- building was under tho-^f
personal supervision ot Mr. P. B. I*ol-,
hemus, of New York. ~"

.*"
A MAGNIFICENTBUIUSIXG.

The building was one of the hand- :•
somest and best equipped for its purpose

in the United States.
Entering from Main Street, the visitor^

found himself in the. smokers' room. .\u25a0

which was a. veritable El Dorado to:[alttf
lovers of the fragrant week.' This com-^rj
purtment whs about fifty feet square and]
was handsomely furnished. The.'settees;:'*
lcunges. and chairs were luxurious. ..:".;'

The office room had ample space and _,":,
gorgeously furnished. There hundreds;:
of persons gathered at night to- listeii ;
to the music of the band, which was sta- -v
tioned in one of the galleries. .Lovely;,
vomeif, in brilliant -costumes, -looked*?
down from the galleries upon the crowd :,;
below. . £

The billiard and pool-room was ion»;S
ot the most magnificently furnished in."
the country. :

The Turkish anil Russian baths ;wer«|
tltted up without the, slightest regard jfof
expense, and they were more perfectly^
equipped than any other baths

'
in.
:
the ';';,

country.
The .Franklin-Street court- combined-:

beautiful architectural effects with [ssg|
van delights. An arcade, some litfeet'v»n;|
width.- surrounded ithe court.' ißoth.

'weroiy
of Pompeian design., presenting abrt;- ;,;
liant effect, with the rich and varied':
colors most admirably blended. :.Th*':
arcade was supported by twenty-foncl
columns, and was paved with. Nub ArgeivtJ
marble. Four small fountains were-slt^a
uated at the sides of the court, Iwhlchur
was tastefully laid out' with, turfJaniti
gravel-paths, palms, ferns

'
and .sapling*."?

In the centre of the court.; and facing, t&e>'3
Franklin-Street entrance,. . stood;

'
-jtlio?

statue ofThomas Jefferson. Itwas aj,trt^l
umph of art, and stood as a perfectly*.?
true conception and embodiment ofJttjErf
author of the nation's Declaration ";ofi
Independence. -''.."I•-"""M

THE JEFFERSON STATUE.
Following is a description of, the status

written a few years ago:
-

'\u25a0%\u25a0\u25a0'.
From a careful study of the bestpor-*"

traits obtainable, and with the rare prlvl-3
lege or being able to invest the', model.'
with a suit of clothing that belongedfto^
and was worn, by Mr. Jefferson^" Sculp- '.
tor Valentine has succeeded in producing*
a statue that is instinct with, .physical''-
and intellectual vigor. Mr...'- Jefferson^
who was ft feet

-
1-2 inches tall, is repine^-

sented in a statue of llttlomore than, i
Itte-size. The figure i» elegant and Im-
pressive, and the posture easy and »race~;
ful. The left foot is slightly.advancedjahci;:
most of the weight of the figure rests |oKv
the right foot. The left hand resUrVoof
a. Doric 'column, and the. lines ofvthi»
column are broken by it sraceful'con-
tact of the folds of the great; coat, ;whichv:
falls naturally against it. The right hand,

holds the paper that was so- mighty jin'J
the destiny of this great, republic, and
bears the faithful reproduction of the. en.-:
dorsement on its back as follows:

."The Original Draft of the
Declaratioa of Independence,

Passed by the l-\ ,•

Continental Congress
\u25a0 of the

United States' of:America,,'
" .

4th of July, 1778."
The drapery, which, was modelled :ironx.

Jefferson's costume, gives .a delightfully*
picturesque effect to the figure, and con.-?
slsts of a, long great cou.t. with orn»f-£
mental cape, covering'a dress-coat. 'Ions;
.waistcoat. •;knee-breeches, top-boots. ;and r

a stock necktie, with lace V*iffles.;~:Th«jra
Is an entire absence of stiffnes^ and ;con£
ventlonaltty ;about the Jigure,': and^th#
ease and simplicity of its.pose accentuate
the- beauty of it.

"

\u0084.*-->position .of the head is slightly;
bent, " jjlving a. ihoughtful; air ;to\:th«r
figure, ;and' the face is pleasant. :\whll«
:bearing; \u25a0the-' lines oflintellect^" force. ia.a«i"
power which so distlnguish'it..The:ngurw
tii"its entirety, gives a grand and .nobler
conception of the great statesman.

The statue is chiselled. from the jpiuwsfe
Carrara marble, and is absolutely;: &»•
less. \u25a0'\u25a0'.

:. \u25a0'.-">•. LADIES' CAFE.
"
i

A"visitor to the hotel, soon after it,'waa
opened, wrote ;this ofithe! ladies' = cafe and
other, features of ]the building:

" ' .j
'•Louhging-chairs are ;placed \u25a0round^tho

arcade. '\u25a0\u25a0 which, itmay readily] be Imagined,
"presents '

a•soothing and
'
dellshoJul |p!ac*

.to spend
-
an ;-. idl&ihour in..ITo"jthejri«bt

"of -the court is the ladies'ycafe. iwhJTch
'is of

*

the' same design" _a*;thVjvourt;i*B&
decorated

'
in• tlie*sameTcolors. jiTheJroom

measurea -Cxa):feet.';and fls \u25a0 b«i*uttrully

furnished \u25ba with \u25a0• mahogany<chalr»^ttptool-;'in]leather, and Vdainty"*mahogany
tables, while a jlarge^picture. KjenUtJeOE
•The :ShelX,"" whicli ? was >pointedIbsy?&.

Clairin >last year.1and. jjwa's<hun« ibtjthi
Parii' salons exhibition;last -. yea>.'? actocna
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