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PALM BEACH DIOCESE

Students learn to

Lend a hand
through service
Fort Pierce senior Joshua Boyd, chose to beautify the John Carroll High School Grotto in Fort Pierce as his Eagle Scout project. (COURTESY PHOTOS)
Ethan Priest
chose to
learn a new
skill and
give back to
his church
community
by building
six large,
hexagonal
tables to be
used at his
parish, St.
Bernadette
Church in
Port St.
Lucie.
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t. Teresa of Calcutta said in her book, Love: A Fruit
Always in Season: “Faith in action is love – and love
in action is service.” And while it may take many of
us until we are older to make this discovery, many of the
youth in the Palm Beach Diocese have learned this at a
far younger age. Students throughout the Diocese of Palm
Beach are encouraged to volunteer and share their time
and talent with others to help promote the lived reality of
action in service. Four students who are particularly active
as volunteers include Josh Boyd and Ethan Priest of John
Carroll High School in Fort Pierce and Gabriella Treutle
and Jack Keogh of Cardinal Newman High School in Palm
Beach.
According to Jennie Capezza, director of Campus Ministry at John Carroll High School in Fort Pierce, “At each
grade level, students are required to meet a base standard
of hours in each of the following categories: Core Service
in, Support Service and Church/School Service.” Capezza
says it is the school’s sincere hope that students begin to see
their Christian service as an extension of their faith lives
and find a personal passion for service and respond generously with their time and talents.
Cardinal Newman Principal Katie Kervi says the goal at
her school is very similar. “Cardinal Newman High School
has as its purpose the holistic education of each student in
light of the Gospel values taught by Jesus Christ. Service
to others and personal sacrifice were very important to
Jesus and therefore, are an integral part of preparing our
students for becoming positive role models in the community. Through successful completion of the program,” she
explains, “the student not only helps others but also gains
invaluable experience through working with a wide variety
of non-profit organizations and in-school activities. Some
students even return to work for the organization at which
they volunteered.”

For the youth, the opportunity to explore and experience projects of passion through volunteerism has helped
enlarge their world view and learn about themselves in the
process. Cardinal Newman senior Gabriella Treutle said,
“As a Cardinal Newman senior, I have had many different
avenues of volunteer opportunities, and I have grown so
much as a person through them all.” Treutle’s first big project involved LEGO building blocks, and she felt it helped
her build connections with other volunteers, too. “My project began because of the COVID shutdown, when I came
across a couple boxes filled with all my childhood LEGO
sets and pieces I had collected. I remember my friends and I
always wanting the latest and greatest Lego sets as kids and
how much fun we had trying to see who could build their
set the fastest. I realized there must be another method of

reusing all these colorful little bricks, and I discovered the
Bricks Busting Boredom Foundation. BBB Foundation collects, sanitizes, and redistributes used Legos to children in
hospitals, and various childhood care facilities to encourage a creative environment and ultimately bust boredom.”
The project helped Treutle learn to be organized, detail-oriented, and persistent. “I would say that if you have an idea,
a passion, or want to make a difference,” Treutle said, “you
cannot wait for someone else to come around and do it. Do
it yourself. It does start with you. Go after it, and never stop
until you reach your goal. It may be hard, but you always
have to keep in mind, who you are impacting and whose life
you could be a light for.”
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