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Stair Climb Committee honors
fallen heroes despite storm
BY KASSANDRA MENDOZA

SEE COMMUNITY A2

Viegas-Walker
not seeking
reelection after 25
years of service
“I am so grateful for the
opportunities I’ve had
serving in the El Centro City
Council it enriched my life,”
said Viegas-Walker.
SEE SPORTS B1

Ruiz rains down
on 'King Kong'
Imperial Valley native and
former boxing heavyweight
champion came one step
closer to recapturing the
title Sunday, September 3
at the Crypto.com Arena in
Los Angeles.

IMPERIAL — In remembrance
of those who served or were on
duty and lost their lives during
9/11, the Imperial Valley 9/11 Stair
Climb committee presented the 9th
annual Walk on Saturday evening
September 10, 2022.
In order to honor the lives of
those who served, community
members and volunteers came
together to participate in a march
that was equivalent to the number
of steps it would take to walk up
the World Trade Center.
“We did have to make some
modifications because of the weather
but we wanted to ensure that the
Imperial Valley had the opportunity
to honor our fallen heroes today.
Tonight our participants will walk
the amount of steps it would take
for someone to climb the 112 stories
of the World Trade Center,” stated
Carlos Pitones, IV 9/11 Stair Climb
Committee member.
[See 9/11, A3]

THE MORALES
FAMILY poses for
a photo next to a fire
engine during the 9/11
Stair Climb. Photo by
Kassandra Mendoza

José R. Padilla retires from CRLA after 44 years

SEE A&E B4

BY JOSELITO N. VILLERO

Carmen Durazo
Cultural Arts
Center providing
varied programs
“Our Center's purpose
is to provide an outlet
for the community,” said
Recreation Manager Norma
Gerardo.
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CBP
OFFICERS
FOIL SEVEN
NARCOTIC
SMUGGLING
ATTEMPTS
SAN DIEGO — US Customs
and Border Protection officers
from the Calexico and Andrade
ports of entry intercepted seven
narcotics smuggling attempts
worth an estimated street value
of nearly $3 million over the
course of one week.
CBP officers from both
ports discovered 656 packages
of methamphetamine and
fentanyl concealed inside
travelers’ vehicles while
applying for entry into the
United States between August
20th and August 27th.
“Our officers found a
significant number of narcotics
within a short time period,”
said Roque Caza, Port Director
of the Calexico ports of entry.
“This demonstrates the fierce
dedication our officers have
to uphold CBP’s mission in
[See NARCOTICS, A3]

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR JOSÉ PADILLA will retire this
year from California Rural Legal Assistance after 44 years of serving
farmworkers in rural communities. Padilla grew-up in Brawley, attended
elementary schools, and graduated from Brawley Union High School.

EL CENTRO — José R. Padilla,
Brawley native and Brawley
Union High School graduate,
will be retiring by the end of the
year as executive director of the
California Rural Legal Assistance,
Inc. (CRLA). He has served
farmworkers in rural communities
for 44 years.
“I’ve given my life and career to
the farmworkers and it was time
for me to leave the leadership to
someone else,” said José R. Padilla.
CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
Some major highlights in
his career were two pieces of
legislation that became law. One
was at the state level, and the other
was at the federal level.
At the state level was the Migrant
Education Statute (Assembly Bill
1382, 1981). Lawyers at CRLA
were instrumental in drafting the
MES and helped pass the first
bilingual education statutes that

governed the education of migrant
children. “This was my first legal
achievement that made me feel that
I was doing right and something
good for the far mworkers’
community,” said Padilla.
The Immigration Reform and
Control Act of 1986. This federal
amnesty law legalized millions
of immigrants and farmworkers.
According to Padilla, CRLA worked
with the farming companies who
needed legal farmworkers.
On Sept. 15, CRLA Executive
Director José R. Padilla will
receive the Loren Miller Legal
Services Award at the California
Lawyers Association’s Annual
Meeting in San Diego. The award
will be co-presented by the
California Commission of Access
to Justice and the Legal Aid
Association of California.
In 1972 during a union strike
in Coachella, Padilla met Cesar
[See PADILLA, A3]

Tropical Storm Kay causes havoc
BY STAFF REPORTER

IMPERIAL COUNTY — On
September 24, 1939, a tropical
stor m touched down at San
Pedro. The “Lash of St. Francis”
lef t 48 people dead at sea
with 45 more dead throughout
S ou t h e r n C a l i fo r n i a . Two
million dollars worth of crop
damage and structural damage
was left behind by the storm.
Such was the legacy of the first

and only tropical storm that has
ever made official landfall in
California.
From f looded elementar y
schools to I-8 closing, Tropical
Storm Kay’s remnants also left
a mark in the Imperial Valley on
Friday. The southwestern section
of the County took the greater
hit as several of El Centro’s main
streets were flooded and therefore
closed. The California Highway
Patrol shutoff I-8 westbound as

large and small boulders were
washed from their nesting place
and landed on the freeway in an
unusual rockslide.
The desert had several flash
floods, but the insistent buzzing
of cell phones warning drivers not
to travel to avoid being washed
away did the trick of keeping
motorists safe.
Earlier, residents were lining
up to get sandbags as Holtville,
Imperial, El Centro and Brawley

provided sand and bags. Hundreds
waited for almost an hour in line to
receive sandbags.
The Imperial County Fire
Department (ICFD) and Office
of Emergency Services (OES)
offered free sandbags to residents
in unincorporated areas and
properties prone to flooding in the
Imperial County for preparation of
Tropical Storm Kay.
[See HURRICANE KAY, A3]

NEXT GENERATION GEOTHERMAL BRINGS
GREAT POTENTIAL TO THE VALLEY
BY BETTY MILLER

EL CENTRO — The Imperial
Irrigation District board voted
unanimously on amendments that
finalized a 30-year power purchase
agreement (PPA) with GeoGenCo,
LLC for its next generation 18.4
megawatt (MW) project at the
Tuesday, Sept. 6 regular meeting.
The project is identified as
True Geothermal because current
geothermal projects require
substantial amounts of water
or steam as part of their power
generation process. They are
therefore more appropriately

known as hydro-geothermal approximately six acre-feet of
since water is a mandatory water has been filed, about one
part of the geothermal process third of this water will be utilized
(either in the form of brine or for dust control and the other two
steam) for both the extraction of thirds reserved for emergency fireheat and for the disposal of the fighting purposes. Zero water will
residual brine, according to the be utilized for the power generation
GeoGenCo website.
process, according to the company.
Rather than extracting the
GeoGenCo said a geothermal
geother mal f luids, a high- plant can require an average of 800 to
performance heat exchanger is 1,000 acre-feet of water per megawatt
inserted into an existing (but per year. A 50 MW geothermal
non-perfor ming) geother mal power plant could therefore require
well where only heat is extracted between 40,000 and 50,000 acre-feet
from the geothermal formation, of water per year.
not from water, brine or steam.
IID Board President Jim Hanks
While a permit application for said the Valley has 100 geothermal

wells drilled, some deemed not hot
enough or with insufficient brine
to create steam to turn the turbines.
He said this new technology
could use these discarded wells
to produce power exponentially
increasing the base level of energy
to sell. Geothermal power is
considered base level whereas solar
and wind are labeled intermittent
as their power is dependent on
wind and sunshine.
Because it is baseload it will
help to balance the grid and allow
additional intermittent renewable
[See GEOTHERMAL, A3]

