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TRUMP SIGNS EXECUTIVE ORDERS
Defers payroll taxes, evictions, student
loans, keeps unemployment
Stained glass is removed
from the soon to be
demolished church
Our Lady of Perpetual Help — a
Catholic church located on the east
side of Brawley on B Street — is
being torn down as new property
owners bought the land as of July
16. See A7

IN BUSINESS
4:13 Gym pleads case
to reopen
“With everything going on in life
right now, 4:13 is the cleanest
facility in the County.” See A2
IN A&E
Michael Jordan: The
Last Dance
Continuing in the DR’s streaming
series, Javier Guerrero reviews
The Last Dance. See A8

WASHINGTON D.C. — President Donald Trump signed an executive order for a payroll tax holiday at
his club in Bedminster, New Jersey
Saturday, August 8.
“The very important thing is
that people want it and the people
needed, actually,” Trump said, noting that Republicans and Democrats
in Congress could not reach a deal.
The president said the payroll tax
holiday would apply to Americans
earning less than $100,000 a year.
“If I am victorious on November
3, I plan to forgive these taxes and
make permanent cuts to the payroll
tax,” he said.
Trump said he might “terminate”
the tax or make permanent changes.
A group of supporters joined the
president at his press conference
announcing the news and cheered
as the president signed the orders.
The president also said he would
provide a federal unemployment
enhancement of $400 per week, but
that states would pay for 25 percent
of the cost. He also signed an extension of the moratorium on evictions
and deferred student loan payments.
Trump said he had to act on his
own after negotiations with House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer
ground to a halt.
The president said he would find

ways to use existing funds already
passed by Congress for coronavirus
relief to help Americans fight the

virus and the economic struggles
from the lockdowns.
“We have the money to do a lot of

things, money that was unspent, and
we would do a lot of things with the
money that was unspent,” he said.

IVC IMPACTED DUE TO RANSOMWARE
GET CONNECTED!

California
officials discuss
voting options
for upcoming
general election
By Kayla KiRBy

SACRAMENTO — Secretary
of State Alex Padilla, Senator Tom
Umberg, and Assemblymember
Marc Berman (D-24) hosted a virtual
press conference Thursday, August 6,
to discuss the State’s ongoing efforts
to prepare for the general election in
November. Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, changes are being made to
conduct a safe and accessible election,
according to Umberg.
“This is an unprecedented — that
term is often used, but for this circumstance it is certainly applicable.
We’ve never seen an election and will
never see an election, I hope, like the
one we’re going to have in California
in November,” said Umberg.
Umberg explained SB 423, which
was approved by the Senate and
Assembly, then signed into law by
Governor Newsom. SB 423 ensures
all actively registered voters get voteby-mail ballots for the general election in addition to physical polling
booths. This will allow voters to vote
in a way that does not expose them
to COVID-19, according to Umberg.
“We want to make sure everyone
has the opportunity to vote safely,”
said Umberg.
The bill requires election officials
to conduct a voter education and
outreach campaign, urges counties
to provide drive-through ballot dropoff or voting locations, requires the
Secretary of State to conduct a statewide voter education and outreach
campaign regarding new procedures
for the election, and requires the
Secretary of State to establish a strike
team to assist counties as needed to
acquire suitable locations for vote
centers, polling places, and consolidated polling places as well as other
assets necessary for the safe and successful conduct of the election.
[See Voting, A3]

By Staff RepoRteR

Imperial Valley College’s
Information
Technology
Department and hired cyber security
consultants have been working diligently since Thursday, August 6, to
restore programs and files that have
been affected on campus, according
to a press release.
The college is working on gathering and processing as much information as possible to better assess
what systems and files have been
affected. According to Dr. Martha
Garcia, IVC superintendent and
president, “We are following recommended precautions and protocols
to fix the problem and will alert our
students, campus, and the external
community when all systems are
back online.”
The college computer system
was shut down as a precaution
Thursday, August 6, when ransomware was detected, including key
campus systems to remain offline.

The telephone communications
system is also down and unable to
receive and make phone calls at this

offline as a precaution to isolate and
prevent the spread of the virus.
The college informed students
via email Friday, August 7, of
technical issues requiring campus
systems to go offline, causing temporary unavailability for WebSTAR,
PortalGuard, Canvas, Syllabi Site,
and contact forms. Students were
encouraged to continue to check
their IVC student email for updates.
Students were informed Sunday,
August 9, that the campus was possibly impacted by ransomware, continuing the unavailability of student
information systems.
IVC’s IT Department continues
to work to restore the system but
cannot provide a clear timeline as to
when systems will be back online
until they ensure the spread of the
virus has been mitigated, according to the release. IVC has taken
every step necessary to address the
time. Jeffrey Enz, chief technol- incident and will keep the commuogy officer for the college, said the nity informed with any additional
college’s entire system was taken information.

Valley parents stand for children County begins second phase of
debris removal from Niland fire
By Kayla KiRBy

LISA PEREZ drives by during the Imperial Valley DCFS Protest parade
in honor of Gabriel Fernandez, Anthony Alavoz, and Noah Cuarto Saturday,
August 8, in El Centro. Photo by Katherine Ramos

August 8, concerned Imperial
Valley community members
EL CENTRO — Last month held a protest car parade outside
the charges against the social Imperial Valley DCFS in support
workers who worked on 8-year- of Palmdale.
Three boys Gabriel Fernandez,
old Gabriel Fernandez’s case
were dismissed, sending a wave Anthony Avaloz, and Noah
of outrage through the Palmdale Cuarto died by the same cause
and Antelope Valley community. — murdered by their parents.
This week protests were held Fernandez and Avaloz shared
at the Department of Children the same social workers that were
and Family Services in Palmdale noted to have falsified documents
to hold the social workers or ignored signs.
[See Stand for Children, A3]
accountable, and Saturday,
By KatheRine RamoS

EL CENTRO — The Imperial County Board of Supervisors approved
an amended agreement for Republic Services, Tuesday, August 4, regarding Niland fire debris cleanup. Imperial County Public Health Department
Deputy Director Jeff Lamoure presented the amendment.
The amended agreement allocated no more than $600,000 in compensation to Republic Services to conduct the necessary cleanup for Niland
fire-affected residents to return to Niland, moving toward long-term housing solutions.
According to Lamoure, 41 parcels in the township of Niland were
impacted by the June 28 fire, destroying residential structures, carports, storage sheds, and vehicles. The debris cleanup began July 17,
with asbestos and household hazardous identification and removal. The
cleanup phase concluded July 31.
The next phase, according to Lamoure, is solid waste debris removal
and disposal. CalOES and CalRecycle collected wildfire disaster debris
removal data and estimated 7,500 tons of structural ash and debris needing to be removed from the 41 parcels.
Lamoure said the County currently has an existing agreement with
Republic Services for on-call, as-needed cleanup and waste management
consulting services in the unincorporated communities of the County.
Lamoure said, “In consideration of the threat to public health and
safety resulting from the fire debris, and the limited funding available
to the County and property owners affected by the Niland fire to pay for
cleanup and waste removal services, Republic has agreed to conduct the
cleanup at reduced rates from those charged under its on-call agreement.”
“We believe 7,500 tons is a conservative estimate due to the size and
type of residential structures affected by the fire compared to the State’s
disaster debris removal data, which is based on average, larger residential structures and a higher percentage of timber framed homes,” said
Lamoure.
According to Lamoure, the County will be pursuing two paths to mitigate the fiscal impacts associated with the emergency fire debris cleanup.
In addition to grant funding, the County intends to seek reimbursement of
up to 75 percent of costs through the California Disaster Assistance Act.

