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BRAWLEY CATHOLIC CHURCHES
IN FINANCIAL PERIL AGAIN
By Roman FloRes

The Chosen
plants seeds in a
fertile desert
“For too many of us, the Bible
gets to be a scholarly pursuit …
but God came in human flesh 'to
identify with our hurt and our
needs.'” See A3

IN COMMUNITY
Addison Holbrook
named 4-H state
ambassador
“She’s just got this special
drive in her that you don’t
see with everyone and
that’s why we’re extremely
proud of her.” See A2
IN LAW

BRAWLEY — Father Ed Horning,
pastor of the Catholic Communities
of Brawley and Westmorland
(CCBW) — which encompasses
Sacred Heart and St. Margaret Mary
churches in Brawley and St. Joseph
church in Westmorland — re-iterated
what he had previously written in a
church bulletin in early June at a
meeting on July 21 at St. Margaret
Mary Church Hall. He explained
that one of Brawley Catholic’s two
surviving churches might be on the
chopping block in the future if public
donations don’t bolster finances.
In both instances, Horning
suggested the possibility of selling
the St. Margaret Mary-owned
Guadalupe Park, a park located
southeast of the church between
Leonard and Malan streets.
According to the numbers provided
at the meeting by Horning and church
staff, St. Margaret Mary Church has
had about $875,750 in income, with
[See CATHOLIC, A5]

ST. MARGARET MARY PARISHIONER AND FORMER SCHOOL TEACHER, Carmen (left)
speaks during a public church finance meeting, July 21, in Brawley. Photo by Roman Flores

Literacy event includes all local readers
By alexis soto

Tortured victim
provides testimony
The alleged victim
testified Quintero and
Bissell also forced him
to cut off his own finger
at knifepoint. See A5

TREASURER FOR BEST S.T.E.P. FORWARD CHRISTINA
RIVERA-LOPEZ has a read-along session at the all-inclusive
literacy event at the Best S.T.E.P. Forward building Saturday, July 31.
Photo by Alexis Soto

CALIPATRIA — The Special
Needs Resource Foundation of San
Diego held an all-inclusive literacy
event at the Best S.T.E.P. Forward
building Saturday, July 31.
Representative of Special Needs
Resource Foundation of San Diego
Linda Bay said they host events like
these in San Diego and first brought
the event to Imperial County last
year in collaboration with Best
S.T.E.P. Forward. However, due to
the pandemic, the event had to be
facilitated virtually and this is the
first year an in-person gathering of
this particular event has been held
in the area.
“We brought a free book for
every child that attends, we brought
a free book bag for every child that
attends, and then we brought a

craft for each of the different books,
and then we brought snacks and
foods,” said Bay.
Bay said they also brought
three recorded reading sessions
from authors across the country,
reading the books they’ve written,
to read along with the children in
attendance.
Treasurer for Best S.T.E.P.
Forward, Christina Rivera-Lopez,
also held a read-along session with
some of the 45 kids registered for
the event and said it was great to
make that connection with kids by
reading together.
“You can see the interest in their
eyes. I think they enjoy it, and it
makes them think about the story. I
like to read one page and then pause
to discuss the story with them,” said
Rivera-Lopez.
[See LITERACY, A5]

FAMILIES GATHER FOR EXTREME
FUN AT NEW XTREME FUN CENTER
examine any of the metal sculptures
of dinosaurs spread out in the minigolf course, including a pterodactyl
and a tyrannosaurus.
Jammy Auyon and her niece,
Laila Beltran, 13, were in a pink
go-kart. Beltran, the designated
driver, and passenger Auyon
sat holding her cellphone. An
attendant checked and started
the engine. And off they went
around the track.
“It was really fun. I really
enjoyed it,” said Beltran,
who had ear buds in
both ears. At first, her
aunt held tight on
to the side of the
go-kart but relaxed
as Auyon became
confident of her
driving as she
bumped the tires
along the track.

By Joselito n. VilleRo

SUSPECTED
MURDERER
RECAPTURED
AFTER
ACCIDENTAL
RELEASE FROM
COUNTY JAIL
MEXICALI — The United
States Marshal Service
worked directly with the
Direccion de Seguridad
Publica Municipal (DSPM)
Friday, July 30, in the capture
of Athan Emmanuel Estrada,
according to a statement from
the Imperial County Sheriff’s
Office (ICSO).
Estrada was arrested in
Mexicali by DSPM authorities
and transported to the local
Calexico Port of Entry where
he was taken into custody by
the United States Marshal
Service. The capture of
Estrada was not possible
without the assistance and
coordinated efforts from
the community, the United
States Marshals Service,
the Direccion de Seguridad
Publica Municipal, the Border
Crime Suppression Team, the
Brawley Police Department,
and the El Centro Police
Department, according to
the statement.
Estrada will be booked
at the Oren Fox Detention
Facility and the Imperial
County Sheriff’s Office will
continue to investigate the
circumstances that resulted in
his release from custody.

EL CENTRO — The Xtreme
Fun Center celebrated its grand
opening with balloon decorations
and food inside the arcade center at
411 E. Aurora Drive at the corner of
Dogwood Avenue close to Interstate
8 east of El Centro.
Initially, a few customers came
in when the fun center opened at 4
p.m. but parents and their children
slowly and steadily trickled in as
the weather became cooler late in
the evening.
“We don’t have much fun center
activities here in Imperial Valley,”
said Yoli Castro, owner of Xtreme
Fun Center. “Families had to go to
Yuma and San Diego.”
“We have paintball games,
baseball batting cages, and go-karts,”
said Castro. Other games offered
at the center were mini-golf and a
gazebo for private parties. Customers
may choose to walk outdoors and

A mechanic starts the
Go-Kart engine for Jammy
Auyon and her niece, Laila
Beltran, 13, at the newly
opened Xtreme Fun Center.
Photo by Joselito N. Villero

[See XTREME, A5]

HEBER GEOTHERMAL PROJECT TO
SEE UPGRADES AND INSTALLATIONS
By Kayla KiRBy

EL CENTRO — The Imperial
County Board of Supervisors
denied the appeal to halt the Heber
2 Geothermal Repower Project and
approved several items allowing the
project to move forward at its regular
meeting Tuesday, July 27. The Board
approved the finding of categorical
exemption, mitigated negative
declaration, de minimus finding, and
conditional use permit (CUP) for
the project located at 855 Dogwood
Road in Heber.
Kendra Hartmann of Adams
Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo
represented the appellants. The
appeal was filed on behalf of Imperial
County citizens, including Jaime

Diagnosed With COVID-19
Within The Last 10 Days?
TREATMENT IS NOW AVAILABLE

Cuevas, Dalila and Efrain Guzman,
and Eric Jones.
“Substantial evidence shows
that the project would have a
significant effect on human health
and the environment due to unusual
circumstances, and that there is a
reasonable possibility that cumulative
impacts of successive projects of the
same type in the same place over time
will be significant,” said Hartmann.
“Evidence of potentially significant
impacts due to these circumstances
precludes reliance on an exemption,
and mandates CEQA review, even if
a project could otherwise be subject
to an exemption.”
According to Hartmann, there
are several reasons for the appeal
[See GEOTHERMAL, A5]

ANTIBODY
INFUSION CENTER
ecrmc.org

