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SMALLER NORTH END SCHOOLS
RESUME CLASSES ON CAMPUS
By Roman floReS

EC Aquatic Center
hosts the Great
Pumpkin Splash
“Today’s event was an
opportunity to give the public a
safe and alternative Halloween
activity.” See A4

IN BUSINESS
Chamber votes ‘NO’
“This exploration has given us
the opportunity to weigh the
pros and cons of joining four
chambers together.” See A10

BRAWLEY — At least four schools
in the north end of the Imperial Valley
are now back in on-campus learning
as of Tuesday, October 27.
Sacred Heart and Westmorland
Union Elementary schools joined
Brawley Christian Academy and
Magnolia Elementary as four
schools who have at least some of
their respective student populations
physically back in classes
as of Tuesday.
Due to small class sizes, Sacred
Heart and Brawley Christian
welcomed their entire 60-plus
student populations back on-campus,
while Magnolia has only brought
back kindergarten-through-second
grades so far.
Sacred Heart Principal Annalisa
Burgos said SHS applied for a

waiver to allow in-person instruction
the same day the Imperial County
Public Health Department allowed
it, October 5. Burgos said the
ICPHD granted their school the
waiver October 9.
SHS then phased their students
back into campus with kinder-andfirst grades returning October 21,
second-and-third grades returning
October 22, and fourth-throughsixth grades returning October 27.
Sacred Heart is also allowing their
seventh and eighth grade students
on campus in smaller cohort models
due to their classes being 14 or less
students, Burgos said.
“It was a good day and the kids
and the parents were excited and very
happy; they were happy to see their
children happy,” Burgos said.
[See SCHOOLS, A3]
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IN COMMUNITY
BOS grants CE&P
delayed payment
BOS approves CE&P’s
request for third extension
payment. See A14

Pioneers celebrates 70 years of
innovation, giving, and growing
By Staff RepoRteR

BRAWLEY — The Pioneer
Memorial Hospital celebrated 70
years of serving their community
Thursday, October 29, at its north
lawn with CEO Larry Lewis
emceeing the event. Brawley and
community dignitaries sat six
feet apart with masks as a litany

of speakers recalled the past and
boasted about future endeavors
soon to be revealed.
A surprise guest and friend of
Brawley, Clay Walker, a country
western musical star who performed
several years ago during Cattle Call,
spoke about his latest interest in the
Imperial County — lithium. He is
the CEO of All American Lithium.

The miracle of the Imperial Valley

Two Sureño
gang members
arrested in
Calexico

DR. T YSON’S
first-person account of COVID-19

By Staff RepoRteR

CALEXICO — US Border
Patrol agents assigned to the
El Centro Sector arrested
two illegal aliens who are
documented gang members
M o n d a y,
October
26,
according to a press release.
The
first
incident
occurred at around 6:40
p.m., when agents assigned
to the Calexico Border Patrol
Station observed a man
illegally enter the United
States. Agents apprehended
the man approximately 12
miles east of the Calexico
Downtown Port of Entry
and transported him to the
El Centro Sector Rally Point
for immigration and criminal
history screening.
Agents conducted records
checks, which revealed that
the man — a 36-year-old
illegal alien from Mexico
— is a documented Sureño
gang member who was
formally removed from the
United States to Mexico by
an immigration judge on
August 19, 2003.
The gang member is
being held in federal
custody pending removal
back to Mexico.
The second incident
occurred at around 7 p.m.,
when agents assigned to the
Calexico Station observed a
man illegally enter the United
States. Agents apprehended
the man approximately 16
miles east of the Calexico
Downtown Port of Entry
and transported him to the
El Centro Sector Rally Point
for immigration and criminal
history screening.
[See SUREÑO, A6]

“I’m excited to bring economic
development to the Valley. And if
I can quote Ryan Kelley, ‘There
are lots of assets here, including
minerals, but there is no greater
asset than the citizens,’” Walker
told the assembled group. “Plus, I
like the name and that you honor the
ones who first came here.”
Larry Lewis celebrated the

various groups that contributed to
the hospital’s deep, rich 70 years of
history which included the board of
directors, Brawley City Council and
manager, Women’s Auxiliary, the
PMHD Foundation and the hospital
employees, and the pioneers from
which the hospital is named.
Lewis called several Board and
Foundation members up to speak
about the hospital experiences and
memories. Foundation Member Bill
Gates spoke about the history of the
foundation which solicits, receives,
and processes gifts and grants for
the benefit of the hospital.
Phyllis Dillard, president of
the hospital board, in the early
1980s wanted the hospital to
have a foundation and formed a
group of civic-minded citizens to
brainstorm how to do it and who
should be on the board. Dr. Robert
Chapman, Barbara Cox, Neal Jack,
Sherman Smith, Jeannie Williams,
Lawrence Dahm, and Louis Wiley
began working, and by 1982 the
Foundation was born.
“We had 51 board members
[See PIONEERS, A3]

Hidalgo Society honors
Hispanics of the Year, recipients
sound off on community needs
By Roman floReS

BRAWLEY — The Hidalgo
Society awarded their annual
Hispanics of the Year honors
to Brawley residents Rosalind
Servin and Ramon Castro at
an outdoor event Saturday,
October 24.
Servin is the CEO of the
Brawley Feed the Need nonprofit
organization who helps local
homeless, elderly, and lowincome families and individuals,
while Brawley City Council
Candidate Ramon Castro was
honored for being active in
the community and being an
instrumental piece in helping
equip local Meserve Park in
Brawley with restrooms, said
Hidalgo Society President Esther
Sanchez-Banda.
“Mainly what we look for is
those that give to the community,”
Sanchez-Banda said. “These two
individuals would basically take

the shirts off their backs to help
the community.”
“So mainly that's why we
chose the recipients: For the work
that they do, especially when
they go above and beyond for
others,” she said.
“These people do things from
the kindness of their heart,” she
said. “I think both recipients were
well deserving of the award. Both
of them were very humbled and
honored to receive recognition.”
Sanchez-Banda said Servin’s
dedication through her Feed
the Need nonprofit for the past
five years has been valuable to
the community.
Servin said the honor serves to
help bring awareness not to her,
but for those who are in need in
the community.
“I think being open even in the
pandemic, people are realizing
the ones that are out on the streets
[See HILDAGO, A6]

The Start
We heard about a virus coming
out of Wuhan, China, in January
of 2020. I had a feeling it was
going to makes its way to the US
due to all the international travel.
I told my wife Fabiola; we need
to get prepared, and we are going
to need a plan. It was long before
we started hearing of cases across
the US; Washington had the first
outbreak and then New York.
I remember getting a call from
my daughter Mahkenna’s music
manager Gary Salzman, who she
was supposed to fly out and see in
late March for her new single.
Gary told me, “I think I
have this crap!”
I replied, “How do you
feel. Is it bad?”
He said, “It’s in my lungs, and
I’m having a hard time breathing.”
I suggested he go to the ER
and get tested to be sure and get
available treatment. I had done
some research from studies coming
out of southern France by Dr.
Didier Raoult. A study published
by the Journal of Virologyin 2005
showed Chloroquine was a potent
inhibitor of SARS Coronavirus
Infection and spread. I told him to
get on hydroxychloroquine, zinc,
and Z-pack.
His response was that he was
just at the ER, and they sent him
home with no treatment and said
he was not even sick enough to
test him. Without that ability to
test, treatment as an outpatient
was withheld. It wasn’t until he
became sicker and later ended up
in the hospital that they paid any
attention to him.
Gary died two weeks later. We
were devastated as a family; the
music community lost a legend,
and we could not even have a
funeral. I told myself that I would
not allow that to happen with any
of my patients. I would find a way

to test people and treat people when
that day comes.
March
It’s now March, and we see the
virus all around us. We are scared.
My staff was scared, my wife was
scared, my parents and in-laws
are scared. We have young staff
members with newborn kids, others
with small kids, and we have small
kids and a teenager with Down’s
syndrome. We had no idea how our
lives were about to change.
It’s mid-March, and we are
seeing sick patients, but we have
no tests. We have a screening
tool sent out by public health
that was not helpful at all to try
to determine if patients may or
may not have COVID-19. Upper
respiratory infections are common
in March. What’s the difference
between COVID-19 symptoms and
Influenza? Travel? We are a border
town. Many people live in the town
of Mexicali (population 1.5 million)
and work in the Valley (190,000).
We are now screening patients
outside with a pop-up tent, tables,
and some chairs. MAs are scared
but strong and take vitals and
history from everyone in their cars.
They report back to me, and we see
them outside in their chairs once
the registration process is done. We
still had no way to test. I called the
hospitals, Public Health, and the
Abbott representative to see if we
could get the ID kits now that the
FDA has approved them because
we have the machine already,
and the answer was “no” across
the board.
There was no way to find out
who was positive and who needed
treatment. We were now frustrated
and scared at the same time. My
wife said we should close until we
can figure it all out. I was not going
to give up. I called all my contacts,
[See DR. TYSON, A6]

