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DIVE IN MOVIE NIGHT
EXCITES COMMUNITY
By ShaRon MouSel

Spartans shut
down all foes at
home in 2021
“Defense is the backbone of this
team and we’ve been relentless,
so it’s only fitting to walk off
our home field this season with
a shutout.” See A5

IN COMMUNITY
Officers awarded after
aiding fallen BP agent
“I know that we all
have each other’s
back if something bad
happens.” See A2
IN LAW
IID to not file response
to Abatti’s petition
“We expect the Court
will swiftly reject Mr.
Abatti’s latest filing.”
See A7

EL CENTRO — The El Centro
Aquatic Center hosted a Dive in Movie
Night Saturday, April 10, where
the public watched Trolls World
Tour while cooling off in the pool.
Admission was free, and the event was
sponsored by Aroma and the County
of Imperial.
People were lined up outside
the Aquatic Center about 15 minutes
before they opened the doors. A couple
of clipboards with forms were passed
around to allow people to register if they
hadn’t already. Everyone had to check
in at the main desk before going to the
pool and get their temperatures taken.
Admission was limited to maintain
COVID-safety measures. Food
and refreshments were available
for purchase from Tacos Alex and
Paleteria La Cachanilla of El Centro.
Rebecca Corfman, the Aquatic
Supervisor, talked about the event and
the plans the Aquatic Center has for the
summer. She said the Dive in Movie
Night was something they did in the
past at Imperial Valley College’s pool,
and it was a hit. The event kicks off the
Aquatic Center’s spring and summer
programming, said Corfman.
[See DIVE IN, A3]

Two kids jump in the pool at the El Centro Aquatic Center during its Dive in Movie Night Saturday, April 10.
Photo by Sharon Mousel

Former IID General Manager Kevin
Kelley awarded Medal of Merit
By Kayla KiRBy

MURDER CASE
CONTINUES,
ROMERO’S
DEFENSE TO
REMAIN
By Staff RepoRteR

BRAWLEY — Miguel Romero,
one of the suspects reportedly
in connection to the fatality
of Brawley resident Daniella
Gonzalez, appeared remotely
from the Imperial County jail for
a motion hearing Monday, April
5, at the Imperial County Superior
Courthouse in Brawley.
Romero is currently being
charged with the violation of
PC 187 (murder) along with
Irma Magana who is the other
co-defendant alleged to have
been involved in the death
of Gonzalez.
During Monday’s hearing, a
motion to disqualify Romero’s
current counsel John Breeze was
presented by the district attorney.
The Honorable Judge
Christopher Plourd denied the
motion after reviewing the details.
Plourd said he found no
circumstances set forth in
Breeze’s declaration that
highlighted a conflict and
therefore notified the court of no
good cause to disrupt Romero’s
defense representation.

KEVIN E. KELLEY’S PARENTS and family accept the Medal
of Merit from the Imperial County Board of Supervisors on his behalf
Tuesday, April 6. Photo by Kayla Kirby

EL CENTRO — The Imperial
County Board of Supervisors
awarded the Medal of Merit to
former Imperial Irrigation District
General Manager Kevin E. Kelley
Tuesday, April 6, for his dedication
and distinguished public service to
Imperial County. Kelley’s parents
and family accepted the award on
his behalf.
Kelley started as an irrigator
and rose to serve as IID’s general
manager for eight years, guiding
IID in protecting the Valley’s water
rights, raising awareness of the
Salton Sea, and aiding is resolving a
15-year lawsuit between IID and the
County of Imperial, according to the
resolution read aloud by Supervisors
Jesus Eduardo Escobar.
Kelley found a passion in writing
during his years in college at the
University of Southern California
after graduating from Brawley
Union High School.

Upon coming back to the Valley
after graduating from the University
of Southern California, he began
working for the Imperial Chamber
of Commerce. He later became the
executive director.
He and his partner, George
Hendrix, bought the Valley Grower
magazine where he was a publisher
and editor. Born in Brawley to a
farming family, Kelley was familiar
with the highs and lows of Imperial
Valley agriculture business. He
later sold the magazine to Imperial
Valley Press, where he continued as
the magazine’s editor and frequently
practiced his joy of writing editorials.
He was later hired by IID as
a contract employee with a focus
on developing, marketing, and
media content. He was offered the
position of community services
officer, eventually moving to
public information officer, and then
becoming the assistant to the general
manager. In 2010, he became the
[See KELLEY, A3]

COUNTY MOVES TO ORANGE, EXPECTS TO
BEGIN VACCINATING GENERAL POPULATION
By Kayla KiRBy

IMPERIAL COUNTY —
Imperial County Public Health
Director Janette Angulo addressed
the Board of Supervisors with
her regular weekly COVID-19
update Tuesday, April 6, where
she announced Imperial County’s
green light to move to the Orange
Tier beginning Wednesday, April 7.
After moving to the Red Tier,
Angulo said the County met the
appropriate metrics to move to
Orange Tier for one week but saw
a spike in COVID cases during
the second week — the State’s
Blueprint requires a county to meet metric requirements is that it second doses combined have
metrics of the next tier for two believes as more people become been administered.
consecutive weeks before being vaccinated, the metrics do not need
Angulo said 91 clinics have
allowed to move into that tier.
to be as strict due to lessened risks been conducted in Imperial County,
However, because California of transmission.
including drive-thru clinics, mass
met it’s goal of 4 million residents
More than 33 percent of clinics, and curbside clinics. As of
vaccinated on April 6, the metrics California residents have received April 5, ICPHD has secured a fixed
were adjusted, allowing Imperial at least one dose of the COVID- clinic site where they can vaccinate up
County to move to Orange Tier. 19 vaccine (over 19 million to 400 people per day. The fixed site is
According to Angulo, the reason doses administered). Locally, located at the Social Services training
for the State’s adjustment of the nearly 71,000 doses of first and center on 4th Street in El Centro.

The ICPHD is continuing it’s
work on the road. Next week,
clinics will be held at a church in
Seeley and the Imperial Valley
Desert Museum in Ocotillo as they
have not yet visited those areas.
ICPHD has received more
than 89,000 COVID vaccines,
including Pfizer, Moderna, and
Johnson & Johnson. Angulo said
of the 89,000 the department has
received, about 71,100 doses have
been administered to Imperial
County residents.
Beginning April 15, the County
will expand the vaccination tier to
include every Californian 16 years
of age and older. Vaccinations for
all of Phase 1A, 1B, individuals
16 or older at higher risk, and
individuals 50 or older are ongoing.
“The fact that the number of
COVID-19 vaccines available and
being administered throughout
California is increasing is
exceptionally good news,” said
Imperial County Health Officer
[See ORANGE, A3]

