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County announces
Road Map to Recovery
By Katherine ramos

Places of worship
discuss reopening with
El Centro Fire Chief
“We discussed the reopening of
churches in El Centro and shared
CDC guidance regarding social
distancing and using protective
measures.” See A7

IN COMMUNITY
Boys Scouts get techie
“It’s demanding and it’s
challenging, but I was blown
away at their enthusiasm and
how quickly they figured this
out.” See A3
IN REGIONAL
Hiking your feelings
“I basically rolled off the couch
and onto the trail for that first
trip.” See A8
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EL CENTRO — The Imperial
County Board of Supervisors and
mayors of the cities of Imperial
Valley announced the road map to
recovery and a reopening of lowrisk businesses Friday, May 8, in
the BOS chambers.
Thursday, May 7, California
Governor Gavin Newson outlined
the new guidelines to begin reopening the State. Counties and cities in
California have been left to make
decisions on when they are able to
open.
“We will together explore every
opportunity where we have that
local latitude to put those things
in place that will enable our community to reopen,” said Luis
Plancarte, chairperson of the Board
of Supervisors.
Janette Angulo of the Imperial
County Public Health Department
presented the new guidelines at the
conference. Angulo said there have
been two factors in discussions on
how to stage the reopening of the
Imperial Valley. First is to limit the
local public health infrastructure to
limit outbreaks, such as making sure
local hospitals and health offices
have the resources to counter those
outbreaks. The second is using the
State guidelines as a roadmap to lay
a strong foundation for long-term
economic recovery.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CHAIRPERSON Luis Plancarte speaks at the Road map to Recovery press conference in El Centro Friday, May 8. Photo by Katherine Ramos

Currently the Imperial Valley is
moving into Stage 2, which involves
opening lower risk workplaces.
Curbside retail locations include

By LLoyd miLLer

BRAWLEY — The Imperial
County Public Health Department Director Janette Angulo
and Deputy Director Jeff Lamoure updated the Brawley City
Council on COVID-19 and the
phases of reopening Valley
businesses at their regular meeting Tuesday, April 5, via Zoom
teleconferencing.
“We do have information
about Mexicali COVID-19 numbers,” said Angulo. “Mexicali
has 691 positive cases with 65
deaths.”
“I’d first like to discuss the
roadmap to recovery. We have
had conversations with the State
about a Phase 1 soft opening this
Friday, May 8, for bookstores,
home furnishing stores, florists, sporting goods, etc., can
begin deliveries, curbside pick
up, and online sales. There will
be a total of 19 sectors. We are
still waiting for the complete list
from the State.”
“Within the Phase 2 of the
recovery map, which is a higher
risk category and will take a
little longer, offices and dine-in
restaurants may open if certain
metrics are met. We need to
[See Health, A3]

music stores, and florists. These
businesses could open as of Friday,
May 8.
[See County, A3]

Coronavirus slows local church donations
By JoseLito n. ViLLero

GET CONNECTED!

Health officials
update Brawley
on businesses
reopening

but are not limited to bookstores,
jewelry stores, toy stores, clothing
stores, home and furnishing stores,
sporting goods stores, antique stores,

CONGREGANTS’ donations decreased following the COVID-19 pandemic lockdown at First Christian Church in El Centro.
Photo by Joselito N. Villero

EL CENTRO — Donations
and financial support from congregants dropped down at two
local churches following the lockdown to mitigate the spread of
COVID-19.
The lockdown, mandated by
the State, has caused loss of jobs
in many areas of Imperial Valley.
The ripple effect jeopardized
household’s ability to pay for food,
utilities, mortgage/apartment payments, and financial support for
their place of worship — churches.
“People will take care of themselves and their family first,” said
Ekkie Tepsupornchai, senior pastor
at Western Avenue Baptist Church
in Brawley. “The first thing to
go were donations and we fully
expected that.”

Individuals who were searching for jobs before the lockdown,
found it even harder to seek jobs,
said Pastor Ekkie, a name many
prefer to call him.
“We will not know the full
impact until the end of the year,”
said Pastor Ekkie. Still, there were
uncertainties for future job opportunities for many church members.
According to Pastor Ekkie,
those who were in law enforcement, agriculture, and retirees
tended to have stable sources of
income.
The COVID-19 pandemic has
opened opportunities for Western
Avenue Baptist Church to explore
electronic broadcasting of services. The following week after
the lockdown, Pastor Ekkie, using
his background in computer sci[See Church, A3]

Border Patrol stops another tractor-trailer human smuggler
By staff reporter

El Centro Sector Border Patrol
agents assigned to the Hwy. 86 immigration checkpoint arrested a man suspected of smuggling six illegal aliens
Tuesday, May 5.
According to the USBP release,
the incident occurred around 7 a.m.,
when a man driving a semi tractor-trailer hauling a hydraulic dump
trailer approached the checkpoint.
While Border Patrol agents conducted
an immigration check on the driver
during primary inspection, a Border

Patrol canine detection team alerted
to the tarp covered cargo area of the
trailer. The driver was referred to
secondary.
During secondary inspection, BP
agents inspected the cargo area of the
tractor-trailer and discovered six illegal aliens concealed under the tarp.
Agents removed all of the subjects and
conducted welfare checks.
The driver, a 46-year-old US citizen, and six illegal aliens, which
included five adult men, and one adult
woman, were placed under arrest.
The driver was processed admin-

istratively for alien smuggling, and all
six illegal aliens were repatriated back
to Mexico, according to the release.
“The men and women of the
Border Patrol will continue to do a
great job combating human smuggling. These high temperatures place
people attempting to enter illegally into
the United States in great danger, and
these smugglers will continue to use
dangerous tactics with no remorse,”
said Chief Patrol Agent Gregory K.
Bovino. “Agents will remain vigilant
and continue to target these dangerous
human smuggling attempts.”

ECRMC update on cases, masks, social distancing and testing
recent updates regarding COVID19 cases, tune in to ECRMC’s
EL CENTRO — El Centro Facebook Live posts every week.
ECRMC received approval to
Regional Medical Center CEO Dr.
Adolphe Edward continued with add another Sofia machine — a
his Facebook Live updates Tuesday, machine used for rapid testing for
May 5, sharing the current number Influenza A and B, other illnesses,
of COVID-19 patients, testing capa- and COVID-19 — to the hospital to
bilities, community generosity, and increase its testing capability.
Edward asked community memmore.
According to Edward, the hospi- bers to celebrate Mother’s Day
tal has tested 125 positive COVID- responsibly. After the Easter holi19 cases, 448 negative cases, and day, ECRMC saw a spike in posihas 33 cases still pending. He said tive cases. Edward said he wishes to
39 COVID-19 positive patients are avoid a spike in positive cases due
currently hospitalized at ECRMC, to holiday celebrations.
He also addressed the reopenmaking this the highest number
of positive cases hospitalized at ing of stores and restaurants, sayECRMC to date. For the most ing individuals going out should
By KayLa KirBy

continue to follow safety precautions to avoid getting coronavirus
and causing a spike at the hospital.
Reopening does not mean the threat
of coronavirus is gone. Individuals
should still wear face masks, maintain social distancing, and wash
hands frequently, according to
Edward.
“I need my staff to be able to continue to provide you with care for a
very long time,” said Edward.
Edward also explained the use
of ventilators for the virus. He said
the hospital is prepared to use them
when necessary, but cases requiring
ventilators are severe.
“Once we require these mechanical machines to help you, that it’s

not a good news story. It’s not a
good thing to have. If I’m using
them on the patients, that means
you’re getting to become a little bit
complex,” said Edward.
ECRMC is experiencing no
shortages of PPE masks, N-95
masks, or face shields. Edward
thanked individuals who have
continued to donate face masks,
food, and thoughtful cards. He also
thanked Sacred Heart School in
Brawley for their donation of sunflowers, and Renewable Resources
Group for their donation of 25,000
face masks.
However, Edward said the staff
is tired after their diligent efforts for
the extended period of time.

