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3 month introductory rate 

 Up to 72 months • 110% Financing 
0 APR*

%00 00  0 APRAPRAPRAPRAPRAPRAPRAPRAPRAPRAPR****APR*
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Auto Loan
Special

Auto LoanAuto LoanAuto LoanAuto LoanAuto LoanAuto LoanAuto LoanAuto LoanSpecialSpecialSpecialSpecial
Auto Loan

Special

Start Your Loan Application at www.toptierfcu.orgStart Your Loan Application at www.toptierfcu.org

*APR= Annual percentage rate. 0% APR applies for first 3 months of loan. Following introductory period, APR
will change to approved rate, which could be as low as 4.99% APR. Rate includes 0.25% discount for auto
drafting your account at the Credit Union. Requires 0% down payment. Special rate applies up to 72 months
on purchase or refinance of vehicle 2023 and newer. 72 monthly payments of $16.71 for each $1,000
borrowed. Rates shown are for qualified borrowers and subject to change without notice. Offer does not
apply to current loans financed at Top Tier FCU. Other Rates and Terms Available. Federally insured by NCUA. 

CLARION • BROOKVILLE • CRANBERRY • BUTLER • HERMITAGE

814-226-5032

 PLUS 
$100 MORE

when you use your GOODYEAR® Credit Card.

By online or mail-in rebates. Offer good March 1 thru June 30, 2026. See dealer for details.

GET UP TO 
$80 BACK

$100
GET UP TO 80 BACK

on a set of 4 select GOODYEAR® tires.

4 BAY TIRE SHOP & SHOWROOM • WAITING ROOM FOR
CUSTOMERS WITH IN FLOOR HEAT AND AIR CONDITIONING

Tire Shop: Mon. - Fri. 8am to 5pm
Closed Sat. & Sun. 432-8016

By online or mail-in rebates. Offer good March 1 thru June 30, 2026. See dealer for details.

 PLUS 
$70 MORE

when you use your GOODYEAR® Credit Card.

GET 
$70 BACK

$70
GET 70 BACK

on a set of 4 select COOPER® tires.

119 Grant Street, Franklin PA 814-432-8016

SPRING SAVINGS
WITH BIG TIRE

REBATES

SPRING SAVINGS
WITH BIG TIRE

REBATES

“Where The Guys Are Great And The Service Is Better”
www.tiresinfranklin.com

Choosing a car is an im-
portant decision that depends 
on a combination of your 
needs, budget, desired fea-
tures, the competition’s of-
ferings and even your brand 
preferences. If you’re new to 
car buying or haven’t made 
a purchase in many years, it 
can be hard to know where to 
begin. How do you choose a 
car that will exactly suit your 
needs for years to come? It 
just takes a little research and 
planning. When you know the 
kind of car you want, you can 
then decide whether you want 
to buy a new car, lease a new 
car, or buy a used car.

Steps for how to choose a 
car:

• Assess your needs
• Set your budget
• Decide if you want to 

lease or buy
• Consider other cars in the 

class
• Weigh the costs of own-

ership
• Find cars for sale
• Set up a test drive
• What to look for in a test 

drive
• Pick your car
• Time to buy or lease
Step 1: Assess your needs
Have you ever wondered, 

“Which car is right for me?” 
That answer depends on what 
you expect from a daily driv-
er. Some people like to make 
a statement with their cars, 
and some like to go for spir-
ited drives on weekends. In 
those cases, practicality tends 

to take a back seat while emo-
tions and feelings take the 
wheel.

But for those who need a 
vehicle for daily duties, func-
tion should come before form. 
Here are some practical con-
siderations to keep in mind:

• How many passengers 
do you regularly have in your 
car? Do you occasionally 
need more seating capacity, 
for example, if friends are vis-
iting?

• What type of driving do 
you do? Is it primarily high-
way, surface streets, off-road, 
etc.?

• Do you have a long com-
mute, and because of that, is 
fuel economy important to 
you?

• If you’re considering an 
electric vehicle, how much 
range do you need?

• Do you often encounter 
inclement weather, and if so, 
do you need all-wheel drive?

• What are your must-
have features? Think sur-
round-view camera system, 
leather seats, Apple CarPlay, 
etc.

• What safety features are 
important to you? Do you 
want blind-spot warning, lane 
departure warning and auto-
matic emergency braking, for 
example?

• What cargo capacity do 
you need?

• Will you be using chil-
dren’s car seats?

• Will you be doing any 
towing?

• How many garage or 
parking spaces do you have?

Step 2: Set your budget
Unless you’re paying cash 

for your car, you’ll need to 
think about financing your 
purchase or lease as well as 
decide which car to buy.

How much can you real-
ly afford to allocate toward 
a car payment each month? 
The general rule is that your 
monthly new car payment 
should not exceed 15% of 
your monthly take-home pay. 
A used car will be less expen-
sive, but the same rule should 
apply. If you’re looking to 
lease, aim for a monthly pay-
ment that’s less than 10% of 
your take-home pay. You’ll 
also want to factor in an ad-
ditional 7% of your monthly 
income to cover fuel and in-
surance costs. Knowing your 
budget beforehand will help 
you when negotiating your 
next car or truck.

The Edmunds affordabil-
ity calculator lists vehicles 
that fall into the price range 
you’ve predetermined, which 
can make finding the right car 
based on a monthly payment 
easier. Keep in mind that the 
prices on the results page will 
change based on the trim lev-
el, options, taxes and finance 
fees.

Step 3: Decide if you want 
to lease or buy

There are pros and cons to 
both leasing and buying, and 
your priorities may dictate 
which is the best option for 
you.

For example, a lease re-
quires little or no money 
down and offers lower month-
ly payments. But when the 
lease ends, you will have no 
car and will need to go shop-
ping again. On the other hand, 
buying a car is more expen-
sive initially, and the month-
ly payments are higher. But 
when you pay off the loan, 
you will own a car that you 
can drive for as long as it runs.

Here are a few more factors 
to consider when deciding be-
tween leasing and buying:

Leasing
• You can drive a more ex-

pensive car for less money.
• You can drive a new car 

with the latest technology ev-
ery few years.

• Most repairs will be cov-
ered under the factory warran-
ty.

• There are no trade-in has-
sles at the end of the lease.

Buying
• You have more flexibility 

to sell the car whenever you 
want.

• You can modify the car to 
your tastes.

• There are no mileage 
penalties if you drive a lot.

• Your car expenses will 
be lower in the long run, pro-
vided you pay off the car and 
keep it for a while.

Step 4: Consider other 
cars in the class

You might have your mind 
(or heart) set on a specific car 
or brand. But new cars are al-
ways hitting the showrooms 
in today’s rapidly evolving 
marketplace, and one that 
you’ve never even considered 
could be right for you. Ed-
munds lets you research and 
compare similar cars to find 
the one that truly fits you best.

Even if you already have a 
car in mind, you should still 
review comparable vehicles 
in the same class or price 
range to make sure you hav-
en’t overlooked an even bet-
ter choice. You can do this 
by choosing the same vehicle 
type, as listed in our car finder 
tool, and setting the parame-
ters that are important to you. 
Once you settle on a wor-
thy prospect, you can easily 
check for detailed information 
on pricing, specifications and 
features. You can also com-
pare vehicles you chose to 
more easily contrast features 
and specifications.

If, on the other hand, you 
only know what type of vehi-
cle you want — an SUV, for 
example — you can consult 
the corresponding “Edmunds 
best” section. It lists the high-
est-ranking vehicles we’ve 
tested in several categories. 
There are also Edmunds Top 
Rated picks, annual awards 
we give to the best of the best.

Has car shopping 
changed?

The shopping process has 
improved for most people, 
particularly those who use the 
online car research tools.

Step 5: Weigh the costs of 
ownership

Some cars may be cheap-
er to buy up front but more 
expensive to own in the long 
run. Even if two cars have 
about the same price, one 
might depreciate faster or cost 
more to insure and maintain.

Edmunds has a great eval-
uation tool, True Cost to Own, 
which presents depreciation, 
fuel, and maintenance costs in 
an easy-to-read format. It can 
help you make a smart deci-
sion up front that can save you 
thousands of dollars over the 
life of the car.

Step 6: Find cars for sale
The old method of car 

shopping had you walking 
from dealership to dealership 
in person to find out if they 
had the cars and options you 
wanted. Now, using the dealer 
inventory tools on Edmunds, 
you can quickly cover more 
ground and save money. Once 
you have chosen one or two 
cars that are right for you, 
you can easily see their local 
availability.

If you don’t find what you 
want in your immediate area, 
select a greater distance to 
search. You can also filter 
your search to find cars in a 
specific color, with differ-
ent options, or based on Ed-
munds’ price rating.

Edmunds’ inventory list-
ings often display the market 
value of the vehicle, along 
with an overall grade of the 
price, from “great” to “high.” 
Once you’re ready to lease 
or buy, we recommend con-
tacting a few dealerships to 
get price quotes since the 
discounts (or lack thereof) 
can vary from one retailer to 
the next. You’ll usually hear 
back from the dealership via 
an email, text or phone call 
soon after you request the in-
formation. This is the time to 
verify that the car is in stock, 
schedule a test drive, and ask 
any additional questions. If 
you’re not ready to complete 
the deal, make a note of which 
dealerships have the vehicle 
you want and contact them 
when you’re ready.

Step 7: Set up a test drive
Now that you’ve found a 

car that seems like a good fit 
for you, it’s time to call, text 
or email the dealership’s in-
ternet department to schedule 
a day and time for a test drive. 
Internet salespeople are great 
allies since they cater to in-
formed buyers and tend to be 
more upfront with pricing.

Making a test-drive ap-
pointment with your local 
dealership ensures that the 
car will be waiting for you 
when you arrive. We recom-
mend test-driving about three 
different vehicles so that you 
don’t limit your options. Try 
to schedule a few appoint-
ments back to back; it will 

make comparing the cars easi-
er and give you a graceful exit 
from the dealership. While the 
salesperson will want to talk 
numbers after a test drive, you 
might not be ready, and hav-
ing another vehicle to look at 
can give you an easy out.

Step 8: What to look for 
in a test drive

A car might seem to have 
all the features you want, but 
the true test takes place when 
you are in the driver’s seat. 
You should test-drive the car 
the way you would drive it 
during your everyday life.

If you commute, try to find 
both stop-and-go traffic and 
highway speeds to approxi-
mate your time driving to and 
from work. If you trek to the 
mountains, head for a nearby 
hill to climb so you can test 
out the engine’s power and 
efficiency. Drive over bumps, 
take tight corners, and test the 
brakes in a safe location.

Get in and out of the car 
several times, and be sure to 
sit in the back seat, especially 
if you’re going to have pas-
sengers. Check out the cargo 
space. If you plan on using 
children’s car seats, bring 
yours along to test for fit and 
ease of installation. Take pic-
tures of the cars so you can 
reference them later.

While you are evaluating 
the car, don’t be distracted. 
Take your time looking ev-
erything over. A good sales-
person will respect your need 
to experience the car and will 
let you focus on the driving 
experience.

Turn off the stereo so you 
can listen to the engine’s 
sound (or lack thereof in an 
electric model). When you re-
turn to the dealership, you can 
evaluate the sound system. 
If the conversation does turn 
to questions about whether 
you’d like to talk about pur-
chasing or leasing, you can 
say that you’re still in the test-
drive stage.

Step 9: Pick your car
If the choice isn’t clear 

after driving a few different 
cars, sleep on the decision. 
If you’re still not sure, you 
might need to take a few steps 
back and find some more 
candidates. It’s better to take 
longer in the shopping phase 
than have buyer’s remorse 
later.

While making the right de-
cision is important, it’s also 
good to realize that there could 
be many correct answers to 
the question of choosing a 
car. Today’s vehicles are saf-
er than ever before. They get 
better gas mileage. They have 
amenities at a lower cost than 
in the past. In short, there 
could be several great cars for 
you, and the final decision is 
really a matter of individual 
taste.

Step 10: Time to buy or 
lease

Now that you’ve done re-
search that we hope makes 
you feel confident you’ve 
found the right car for you, 
it’s time to become a car buy-
er or lessee.

How to choose the right car for you
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EV interest continues to 
rise as gas prices climb amid 
the ongoing Iran conflict, with 
notable gains across both the 
new and used markets.

The details: Consideration 
for electric vehicles has been 
climbing in recent months 
amid the Iran conflict, with 
Cars.com reporting a rough-
ly 25% increase in combined 
new and used EV searches 
from late February to late 
March.

Top new EV searches in-
clude the Volkswagen ID. 
Buzz, Chevrolet Equinox EV, 
Ford Mustang Mach-E, and 
Chevrolet Silverado EV, with 
overall new-EV searches up 
23.8%.

Tesla dominates used EV 
searches on Cars.com, led by 
the Model 3, Model Y, Model 
S, and Model X, with used-
EV searches rising 25.5%.

Hybrid interest also in-
creased, though more modest-
ly, with new hybrid searches 

up 12.5% and plug-in hybrid 
searches up 5% over the same 
period.

Why it matters: The rise in 
EV search activity suggests 
fuel-price volatility is once 
again pushing more shoppers 
toward electrified options, 
creating an opportunity for 
dealers with the right mix of 
new and used EV inventory, 
especially as affordability and 
incentives continue to shape 
buyer decisions.

Zooming in: While the 
top used EV searches track 
with what Cars.com typically 
sees, the top new EV searches 
reflect a broader mix of con-
sumer interest in the current 
market, according to the plat-
form.

The Volkswagen ID. Buzz’s 
surge in searches likely reflects 
a combination of heavy dealer 
discounts as the model winds 
down—with no return planned 
for 2027—and broader curiosi-
ty about the EV.

Interest in the Chevrolet 
Equinox EV and Ford Mus-
tang Mach-E follows a similar 
pattern: both are affordable, 
mainstream EVs currently 
available with notable incen-
tives, said Cars.com.

Continued high search 
volume for the Chevrolet 
Silverado EV suggests diesel 
truck owners, facing rising 
fuel costs, are increasingly 
considering electric alterna-
tives.

Between the lines: The 
shift in the EV market goes 
beyond consideration, with 
used-EV sales rising across 
both wholesale and retail 
channels.

Wholesale EV volume at 
Manheim hit a record in Q1, 
with nearly 37,000 units sold.

Analysts estimate that 
more than 100,000 used EVs 
were sold in Q1, marking the 
second-best result ever.

What they’re saying: “This 
surge is likely tied to gas price 

anxiety and may not represent 
a permanent shift on its own,” 
a Cars.com spokesperson told 
CDG News. “These kinds of 
spikes tend to occur around 
periods of oil price volatility 
and can fade as prices normal-
ize. That said, it’s not mean-
ingless; it at least suggests 
potentially growing consider-
ation of EVs. With a wave of 
off-lease EVs hitting the used 
market soon, and data show-
ing most EV owners don’t re-
turn to gas vehicles, sustained 
search interest could translate 
to real volume.”

Bottom line: EV interest 
may be getting a temporary 
boost from higher gas prices, 
but it is also reinforcing the 
importance of being ready for 
shifts in shopper demand. For 
dealers, that means paying 
close attention to EV inven-
tory, pricing, and used-market 
opportunities as more con-
sumers weigh electrified al-
ternatives.

Higher gas prices spur 
questions about EV growth

Prepare now and 
be road trip-ready

The allure of the open road 
compels millions of people to 
get behind the wheel and set 
off in the direction of new hori-
zons every year. A freedom of 
adventure is an inherent trait 
of road trips, and these excur-
sions can be incredible ways to 
explore the sights. But vehicle 
preparation is important before 
taking to the open road.

Vehicle breakdowns can 
derail a road trip quite quick-
ly. Breakdowns can be costly 
and are always inconvenient. 
According to AAA, tire-re-
lated issues consistently rank 
among the top reasons for 
roadside assistance calls. 
AAA data also shows bat-
tery-related issues account for 
a significant portion of road-
side calls. Here are some key 
areas to address when prepar-
ing a vehicle for a road trip.

Tires, tires, tires: Incorrect 
tire pressure can affect fuel ef-
ficiency and handling. Ensure 
tires are inflated to the correct 
PSI as indicated in the driver’s 
side door jamb or in the vehi-
cle’s owner’s manual. Inspect 
the tread depth on all tires to 
ensure it is adequate, and also 
look for any tire damage like 
cracks, embedded objects or 
bulges. While you’re checking 
the tires, make sure the spare is 
inflated and in good condition.

Battery life: Many au-
tomotive centers offer free 
battery testing. If the battery 
is between three and five 
years old, consider having 
it checked or replaced. Use 
a wire brush to clean battery 
terminals of corrosion.

Under the hood: If a road 
trip is close to the next oil 

change, do it before leaving. 
Ensure that all coolant levels 
are correct, and that the brake 
fluid isn’t low. Transmission 
fluid and power steering fluid 
also should be checked. Refill 
the wiper fluid reservoir to 
maintain visibility on the trip.

Belts and hoses: Inspect 
the belts for cracks and fray-
ing. Check the hoses for leaks 
and bulges.

Brakes: Brakes are the 
primary safety system. If the 
brakes squeal, grind or pulse 
when you are braking, they 
may need to be replaced. The 
same can be said if a visual 
brake pad inspection indicates 
the pads are thinning.

Essentials kit: Even with 
the best preparation, unexpect-
ed issues can happen on road 
trips. That’s why it’s a good 
idea to have a kit stocked with 
jumper cables, a portable air 
compressor to fill tires, first-aid 
kit, flashlight with extra batter-
ies, basic tools, flares, water, 
and non-perishable snacks. A 
blanket or warm clothing or re-
flective vest also is helpful.

Documentation: Don’t 
leave home without a driver’s 
license, vehicle registration 
and proof of insurance. If you 
are part of a roadside assistance 
program, keep the contact in-
formation and member num-
ber handy. While GPS tools on 
phones and other devices are 
very efficient, they’re only as 
good as the cellular signal. Pa-
per maps or printed directions 
are a backup for GPS.

A successful road trip 
starts with preparation. En-
suring the car or truck is road-
ready is very important.
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Ocean Spray Laser Car WashOcean Spray Laser Car WashOcean Spray Laser Car Wash
299 Duncomb Street • Oil City

Buy Your Car Wash at Our Gas Pump and Receive 
an additional Discount of .10 - .20 cents/Gallon.
Car Wash Can be Used Up to 99 Days From Day of  Purchase With Code

NL; Ethanol Free; On Rd.; Off  Rd. & Clear Kero

Heath Oil, Inc. 814-437-7802
Gas also at Heath Oil - Victory Heights

Ocean Spray Laser Car WashOcean Spray Laser Car Wash
Lowest Gas Prices in Town

Ocean Spray Laser Car WashOcean Spray Laser Car Wash
Lowest Gas Prices in TownLowest Gas Prices in Town

Gift 
Certificates 

Available

The best gas-saving hybrid 
SUV according to Edmunds’ 
ratings is the 2026 Hyundai 
Tucson Hybrid, which our 
editors praise for its athlet-
ic performance, smooth ride 
and solid efficiency numbers. 
There are other good options, 
and we’ve divided them into 
categories of compact hybrid, 
three-row/midsize hybrid, 
luxury hybrid and plug-in hy-
brid SUVs, so you can find 
a great fuel-efficient utility 
that’s right for your needs and 
budget. With gas prices on the 
rise, fuel efficiency is once 
again top of mind for buyers.

BEST COMPACT               
HYBRID SUVS

2026 Hyundai            
Tucson Hybrid

The Tucson Hybrid is not 
only the best gas-electric 
compact SUV; it’s also our fa-
vorite Tucson. Not only does 
it offer better fuel economy — 
38 combined mpg for the base 
Blue SE trim, 36 mpg for all 
others — but it’s more power-
ful than its non-hybrid sibling, 
making it easier to drive in 
any situation. That’s in addi-
tion to the standard Tucson’s 
responsive steering, spacious 
interior, supple ride, and long 
list of standard tech and driv-
er assist features. And be-
cause it’s a Hyundai, you get 
the added peace of mind that 
comes with one of the best 
warranties in the business.

Edmunds Rating: 8.8 
(out of 10)

Starting price: $34,050
Fuel economy: 36-38 mpg 

combined

2026 Kia                        
Sportage Hybrid

The Kia Sportage and the 
Hyundai Tucson have a lot 
in common, as they’re built 
on a shared platform and use 
the same hybrid powertrain. 
They differ, however, in that 
the Tucson Hybrid comes 
standard with all-wheel drive 
and the Sportage Hybrid 
uses front-wheel drive, with 
AWD an option. As a result, 
the gas-electric Sportage is 
less expensive to start and 
gets better fuel economy rat-
ings — 42 combined mpg 
with front-wheel drive, which 
drops to 35 mpg if you opt 
for the all-wheel-drive ver-
sion. The other big differen-
tiator is the styling of these 
two; the Hyundai’s design is 
dominated by curvy creased 
body lines, while the Kia has 
a more tailored and upright 
look. Otherwise, these two 
are pretty similar, down to the 
warranty coverage. And pric-
ing is even pretty close, with 
the all-wheel-drive Sportage 
Hybrid starting at $34,285, 
within spitting distance of a 
comparable Tucson Hybrid.

Edmunds Rating: 8.7 
(out of 10)

Starting price: $31,985
Fuel economy: 35-42 mpg 

combined

2026 Toyota RAV4
The Toyota RAV4, a na-

tional best-seller, got a full 
redo for 2026 and now comes 
only as a hybrid or plug-in 
hybrid. It’s more stylish than 
before, and Toyota’s latest 
raft of standard technolo-
gy features is welcome. The 
RAV4 is ranked behind the 
Sportage and Tucson because 
of a rougher ride, seats that ar-
en’t as comfortable, a bit less 
rear legroom, and good but 
not-quite-as-good warranty 
coverage. Still, the RAV4 is 
pleasant to drive and its effi-
ciency numbers are the best 
in the class, maxing out at 44 

combined mpg for the front-
wheel-drive version, while 
the all-wheel-drive’s numbers 
aren’t far behind.

Edmunds Rating: 8.1 
(out of 10)

Starting price: $33,350
Fuel economy: 38-44 mpg 

combined

2026 Hyundai              
Palisade Hybrid

Another SUV that got a 
full redo for 2026, the Hyund-
ai Palisade is now truly hand-
some, but more importantly, 
it’s now available as a hybrid. 
Like the smaller Tucson Hy-
brid, there’s no compromise 
here; the gas-electric Palisade 
is quicker than its non-hybrid 
partner (7.4 seconds to 60 mph 
compared to 8.8 seconds) and 
has a much better EPA com-
bined rating (34 mpg for the 
hybrid’s front-wheel-drive 
Blue trim versus the FWD gas 
model’s 21 mpg). There’s a 
lot more to like, including a 
smooth ride, an interior that 
wouldn’t feel out of place in 
a luxury vehicle, tons of room 
for passengers, and decent 
cargo space, although it’s out-

done there by our next contes-
tant.

Edmunds Rating: 8.3 
(out of 10)

Starting price: $45,760
Fuel economy: 29-34 mpg 

combined

2026 Toyota Grand 
Highlander Hybrid

Toyota has been doing hy-
brids longer than other auto-
makers, and it shows in both 
the quality and variety of its 
gas-electric models. In the 
case of the Grand Highland-
er, the larger-than-Highlander 
utility vehicle, Toyota offers 
two different hybrid power-
trains. The more economical 
hybrid makes 245 horsepower 
and wins the efficiency crown 
(36 combined mpg with front-
wheel drive, 34 mpg with 
AWD). Meanwhile, the Hy-
brid Max powertrain max-
imizes power (362 hp) and 
accelerative performance (6.1 
seconds to 60 mph) while fuel 
economy takes a back seat — 
but not all the way back in the 
third row. Speaking of, the 
Grand Highlander is up there 
with the VW Atlas in terms of 

third-row space, and the seat 
in the Toyota is higher off the 
floor than in most three-row 
SUVs, making it more pleas-
ant for adult-sized folks.

Edmunds Rating: 7.8 
(out of 10)

Starting price: $46,505
Fuel economy: 27-36 mpg 

combined

2025 Toyota                 
Highlander Hybrid

While smaller than the 
Grand Highlander, the High-
lander drives much like its 
longer sibling and has a very 
similar feature set. There’s 
no powertrain choice here, 
however — you get the same 
basic engine and hybrid sys-
tem as the less muscular 
Grand Highlander Hybrid 
(it’s down an insignificant 2 
hp here), and unlike the larg-
er three-row it’s offered only 
with all-wheel drive, which 
explains the Highlander’s 
higher base price and slightly 
lower max efficiency. But as 
long as you don’t plan on us-
ing the third row very often, 
the plain Highlander Hybrid 
can be a good pick. Definitely 
cross-shop the two, though, 
especially if you don’t need 
all-wheel drive, as the Grand 
Highlander may make more 
sense financially while giving 
you extra space — you know, 
just in case.

Edmunds Rating: 6.3 
(out of 10)

Starting price: $48,815
Fuel economy: 35 mpg 

combined

2026 Lexus RX Hybrid
Lexus gives RX buyers the 

choice of four powertrains, 
two of which are hybrids that 
come with standard all-wheel 
drive. The 350h is the less 
expensive of the two, yet it’s 
still plenty luxurious, though 
not a scorching performer. 
We’d probably skip the more 
expensive and plenty quick 

RX 500h F Sport Performance 
— yes, it has about 100 hp 
more than the 350h, but its 
suspension is on the stiff side 
of comfortable, some of the 
F Sport aesthetic touches are 
a little over the top, and the 
added power negates much 
of the efficiency advantage. 
Whichever one you choose, 
you’ll get a nicely appointed 
and very comfortable cabin 
and good room for passen-
gers, all at prices that beat its 
German competitors.

Edmunds Rating: 6.9 
(out of 10)

Starting price: $54,275
Fuel economy: 27-36 mpg 

combined

2026 Lexus NX Hybrid
A size down from the Lex-

us RX is the NX. It’s offered 
with one hybrid powertrain 
option, dubbed NX 350h. It’s 
the same system you’d get 
in the RX 350h, although as 
of the 2026 model year, the 
NX is now offered with both 
front- and all-wheel drive; 
you’ll pay more for AWD, of 
course, but the NX Hybrid’s 
combined fuel economy rat-
ing only drops by 1 mpg if 
you do so. This compact SUV 
is, not surprisingly, not as spa-
cious as the RX — the interior 
is small even when compared 
to the cabins of some compet-
itors — but it’s just as well 
crafted inside and out and 
comes with a long list of ad-
vanced driver aids.

Edmunds Rating: 6.8 
(out of 10)

Starting price: $46,070
Fuel economy: 39-40 mpg 

combined

2026 Lincoln                     
Nautilus Hybrid

You wouldn’t know it by 
looking, but the Lincoln Nau-
tilus midsize luxury SUV is 
based on the same platform as 
the Ford Explorer. Lincoln’s 
clean styling sets the Nautilus 

apart from its Ford sibling and 
the rest of the luxury market, 
and the Nautilus offers some-
thing the Explorer doesn’t: a 
hybrid powertrain. (The cur-
rent Explorer launched with 
a gas-electric option that has 
since been discontinued.) 
This American take on luxury 
has substance to go with the 
style, with a roomy and com-
fortable interior and available 
24-way power-adjustable 
front seats. We don’t love 
the way the Nautilus Hybrid 
drives. It’s not particularly 
quick, and the suspension is 
stiff when it should be com-
pliant and mushy when you’d 
want tautness. But tempering 
that somewhat is the inclusion 
of BlueCruise, Ford’s hands-
free highway driving system 
that can whisk you along on 
long trips with reduced stress.

Edmunds Rating: 6.6 
(out of 10)

Starting price: $58,990
Fuel economy: 30 mpg 

combined

2026 Mercedes-Benz 
GLE Plug-in Hybrid
It’s not inexpensive, but 

the Mercedes-Benz GLE 450e 
plug-in hybrid sure is sweet. 
Like other GLE models, the 
450e has a sublime ride, a 
beautiful interior, and some of 
the most polished driver aids 
— although most cost extra. 
Its EPA-estimated 23 mpg 
combined isn’t particularly 
impressive, but consider that 
this SUV can travel 50 miles 
on a charge according to the 
EPA. What’s more, in Ed-
munds’ testing, the GLE 450e 
outdid both numbers, manag-
ing 59 electric miles and then 
returning 28 mpg once the gas 
engine took over. Transitions 
between modes are hardly 
felt, and like a good Mer-
cedes, the 450e’s interior is 
whisper quiet.

Edmunds Rating: 8.0 
(out of 10)

Starting price: $73,600
Fuel economy: 23 mpg 

combined

2026 Hyundai Tucson 
Plug-In Hybrid

Back on the more afford-
able end of the spectrum, the 
Hyundai Tucson plug-in is 
more powerful yet slightly 
less efficient than the stan-
dard Tucson Hybrid when 
using the engine alone, and 
you’ll pay extra for those dif-
ferences. That said, the plug-
in Tucson is rated for 32
miles of electric-only driv-
ing with a full charge, and 
we saw just north of 37 mpg 
in real-world combined driv-
ing once the battery bowed 
out. It’s just as comfy and 
feature-packed as the oth-
er Tucsons, but there is that 
price difference. Like with 
any plug-in hybrid, paying 
extra for the ability to charge 
only makes sense if you do 
so regularly, ideally at home 
and perhaps at work if you 
have a longer commute.

Edmunds Rating: 7.9 
(out of 10)

Starting price: $41,225
Fuel economy: 35 mpg 

combined

2026 BMW X5            
Plug-in Hybrid

BMW’s counterpart to the 
Mercedes-Benz GLE 450e is 
its plug-in X5 SUV, which 
goes by the xDrive50e moni-
ker. If the Benz is the passen-
ger’s choice, the X5 plug-in 
is more for drivers, channel-
ing the athletic responses of 
its gas-only brethren. And 
it’s quick, at 4.6 seconds to 
60 mph in Edmunds’ testing. 
The X5’s interior is plenty 
nice, but some may find its 
design a bit sterile. Unlike 
the Mercedes, this BMW 
offers a hands-free highway 
driving system as part of the 
optional Driving Assistance 
Professional package, and 
it works well except for the 
occasional surprise deacti-
vation. Electric-only range 
is 40 miles according to its 
EPA estimate. In Edmunds’ 
real-world fuel economy 
test, the X5 plug-in bested 
its EPA combined rating by 
1 mpg, but that number gets 
a boost the more you drive 
on cheaper-than-gas elec-
tricity.

Edmunds Rating: 7.4 
(out of 10)

Starting price: $76,375
Fuel economy: 22 mpg 

combined

Best gas-saving hybrid SUVs for 2026

2026 Toyota Highlander Hybrid

2026 Hyundai Tucson

2026 Lexus NX Hyrbid 2026 Lincoln Nautilus Hybrid
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Vehicles continue to get 
more expensive. The au-
tomotive experts at Kelley 
Blue Book indicate the aver-
age American car buyer paid 
$50,080 for a new vehicle 
in September 2025, which 
was the first time the aver-
age price for a new car ever 
topped $50,000. More drivers 
are looking for ways to push 
their current vehicles past the 
200,000-mile mark to save 
money.

According to S&P Global 
Mobility, the average age of a 
vehicle on the road hit a record 
high of 12.8 years in 2025. Al-
though major mechanical fail-
ures concern drivers of older 
vehicles, it’s actually much 
smaller things that can affect 
vehicle longevity. There are 
small actions anyone can take 
to significantly extend a car’s 
life.

Use caution on cold 
starts. When a vehicle sits, 

oil settles at the bottom of the 
engine. To help combat dam-
age that can occur, drivers can 
wait about 30 seconds before 
shifting into gear, as this will 
allow the oil pump to circu-
late the lubricant to the upper 
valve train and help prevent 
extra wear on the engine. 
Modern fuel-injected engines 
warm up faster and more safe-
ly by being driven gently rath-
er than sitting still, so it’s not 
necessary to idle for a long 
while with the vehicle in the 
driveway, says Smart Motors 
Toyota. In fact, long idles ac-
tually can strip away oil.

Treat fluids wisely. Ac-
cording to EngineeringCivil.
org, checking and replacing 
fluids is cheaper than replac-
ing hardware. Recent data 
suggests that consistent oil 
changes can add between 
50,000 and 100,000 miles to 
an engine’s lifespan. It’s im-
portant to follow a vehicle’s 

manual for time-based inter-
vals for fluid replacement, 
rather than just going by mile-
age.

Drive faster on occasion.
Oil will never get hot enough 
to evaporate internal conden-
sation for those who primarily 
drive short distances under 10 
miles. Once every few weeks, 
it’s important for drivers to 
drive at least 20 minutes at 
highway speeds to help get rid 
of contaminants.

Drive smoothly on roads.
Aggressive driving will not 
just burn more gas; such driv-
ing also creates heat, which 
can impact longevity. Accord-
ing to Kia, hard braking gen-
erates immense heat that can 
warp rotors and stress suspen-
sion bushings. Likewise, it’s 
key to ease into acceleration. 
Rapid acceleration forces the 
transmission to downshift 
abruptly, increasing wear. 
Reports from The Zebra, an 

insurance shopping company, 
indicate that mindful driving 
can reduce mechanical strain 
by up to 30 percent.

Fight corrosion. Rust can 
kill a car before the engine 
actually fails. People who 
live in areas where roads are 
treated with salt in the winter 
should use a winter car wash 
that includes an undercarriage 

spray. Auto Recycling World 
says road salt can eat through 
brake lines and fuel lines. In 
addition, applying a coat of 
wax twice a year can prevent 
UV rays and other damage to 
the clear coat, which protects 
the metal body from the ele-
ments.

Address engine lights 
promptly. CarMD says ad-

dressing a “check engine” 
light immediately is 20 per-
cent cheaper than waiting 
until the vehicle has a drive-
ability issue. For example, 
ignoring a $150 oxygen sen-
sor can eventually destroy a 
$1,500 catalytic converter.

Small habits can help pro-
long the longevity of vehicles 
and help people save money.

814-679-3129 • www.humeschryslerjeepdodge.com

Rt. 19 & 97 WATERFORD • 9 Miles South Of Millcreek Mall
Hours: Mon & Thurs 8:30am-8:30pm • Tues, Wed & Fri 9:30am-6:00pm 

Sat 8:30am-2:00pm

CHRYSLER • DODGE • JEEP • RAM

SINCE 1946HumesHumes
SINCE 1946Humes
SINCE 1946Humes

In-stock units only. Up to $8,000 discounts on 2025 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited purchase. 
Lease based on 36-month, 30,000 miles. Total due at lease inception: $2,997, includes 

doc fees and first month’s payment. No sercurity deposit required. 2026 Wrangler 
Unlimited includes all factory incentives, lease loyality, military or first responder, 

PA tax and plates excluded. Based on approved credit. Offer good until April 30, 2026.

13626 Route 6, Corry, PA • 814-665-8207
Mon. & Thurs. 9am–7pm • Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9am–6pm • Sat. 9am–3pm • Closed Sunday

Check out our inventory for a deal 
on a new or pre-owned vehicle!

Great Prices, Great Selection!
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Actual vehicle colors may vary from those shown and are subject to availability.

Arriving months after the holiday season 
and right around the end of winter, spring 
break comes at the perfect time for families 
and students. A winter spent largely indoors 
can excite anyone about the prospect of soak-
ing up some sun from the comforts of a sandy 
beach, and millions will do whatever it takes to 
make such a trip possible.

Many spring breakers may fly to their desti-
nation, but that can be costly for families paying 
for multiple flights. Indeed, spring break can be 
one of the more costly times to travel by air, 
as it’s considered a peak travel period. Families 
who want to get away but don’t want to spend 
thousands of dollars on flights alone can take to 
the road and drive to their destinations. If a road 
trip is in the cards, families can consider these 
strategies to ensure a safe and fun excursion.

Have your vehicle fully serviced before 
your trip. Winter can be hard on a vehicle, 
particularly when a car is parked outside in 
locations where harsh weather is the standard 
between December and March. A full check-
up that tops off fluids, tests the brakes (and 
replaces them, if necessary), inflates the tires 
(and again, replaces them, if necessary), tests 
the battery, and checks headlights and wiper 
blades to ensure they’re operating at peak ca-
pacity can prepare a vehicle for the journey to 
your spring break destination.

Make some pit stops along the way. If 
iT’s an especially long trip to your destination, 
extend your travels by a day or two and make 
an extra stop along your way to your destina-
tion and on your return home. Find a fun ac-
tivity along the way, such as a trip to a local 
indoor water park or a must-see hiking spot, 
so everyone can spend a day moving around 
before getting back in the car.

Don’t be a motorized martyr. When your 
ultimate destination is a warm, sun-soaked 
beach, it can be tempting to make the trip in a 

single day. But fatigued drivers are dangerous 
drivers, so it’s best to build in some time to 
take a break and even share driving duty with 
another licensed driver. Moms and dads can 
switch halfway through the trip. If you already 
know the trip will take multiple days on the 
road, then stop driving no later than sundown 
to ensure you and your fellow drivers get a 

good night’s rest.
Line up some in-vehicle entertainment.

A long road trip with young children will re-
quire some in-vehicle entertainment. Load 
up a tablet with movies to keep the kids oc-
cupied during the drive but also arrange for 
some non-device game play as well. A book 
of puzzles, a family sing-along, a round or two 

of I spy, the license plate game, and even some 
kid-friendly trivia can provide some fun dis-
tractions on the way to your destination.

The cost of air travel can be prohibitive for 
families looking to get away this spring break. 
Some simple strategies can make road trips a 
safe, fun and cost-effective means to getting 
away when school lets out this spring.

Tips for a safe, fun spring break road trip

Small steps to extend a car’s life expectancy

Why now is the perfect 
time for auto maintenance

Winter weather can be 
tough on your vehicle — 
Fresh Season, Fresh Start.

Spring maintenance helps 
prevent costly repairs, im-
proves fuel efficiency, ex-
tends the vehicle lifespan, and 
increases safety. Taking care 
of small issues now keeps 
your car running smoothly all 
year long.

Check tires & alignment
Wintry weather affects tire 

pressure, and potholes can 
throw off alignment.

Inspect for:
• Uneven tread wear
• Low tire pressure
• Vibrations while driving
• Pulling to one side
• Proper alignment im-

proves fuel efficiency and ex-
tends tire life.

Assess the battery
Winter strains your bat-

tery. As temperatures rise, 
weak batteries often fail un-
expectedly.

Have your vehicle evalu-
ated to avoid getting stranded 
during spring road trips.

Inspect brakes
Salt, moisture, and tem-

perature changes can affect 
braking components. If you 
hear squeaking, grinding, or 

feel vibrations when stopping, 
it is time for an inspection.

Replace wiper blades    
& check fluids

Spring showers demand 
clear visibility. Replace worn 
wiper blades for safer driving 
in rain.

Check and top off:
• Windshield washer fluid
• Engine oil 
• Coolant
• Brake fluid
• Transmission fluid
• Service Your A/C System
Before summer heat ar-

rives, assess your air condi-
tioning system. Weak airflow 
or warm air could indicate the 
vehicle has low refrigerant 
levels or other issues.


