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elebrate

spring at

Franklin’s
annual May
Garden Mart

The Franklin Gardeners
Association has been hard at
work planning for their annu-
a May Garden Mart, which

11 am to 4 pm in downtown
Franklin’s historic Fountain
Park.

Over 40 vendors from all

is held each year on the first
weekend of May. This year's
festivities fall on Saturday,
May 2nd from 9 am to 4 pm
and Sunday, May 3rd from

over the region will gather to
sharetheir waresfor your gar-
den and outdoor areas, with
beautiful baskets of flowers,
bedding plants, potted indoor

and outdoor plants, shrubs,
trees, bouquets, birdhous-
es, decor, and a multitude of

ORDERYYOUR{PROIJECTSINOWATOJAVOIDICOSTLYADEIAYS!
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items and services to help
you create the garden of your
dreams!

Gardening tips and sug-
gestions from vendors will
make you well informed for
the upcoming season. There
are aso lots of fun things for
people of all ages (gardeners
and non-gardeners alike). De-
licious foods will be offered
by several favorite local ven-
dors. A children's activity
tent will help engage younger
visitors through make-and-

take projects, and face paint-
ing will be available again
this year by one of the ven-
dors.

Stop by the FGA tent to
take a look at the prizes and
buy some raffle tickets. Sev-
era garden items provided
by FGA will be raffled off, as
well as dozens of additional
items supplied by each of the
vendors.

The Franklin Gardeners
Association was founded
in 2000, and its members
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are pleased to celebrate the
25th year of hosting May
Garden Mart. This group of
local residents aspire to pro-
mote personal gardening,
and provide many hours of
volunteer work to plant and
maintain several gardens
that beautify the community
of Franklin.

The FGA group has sev-
eral projects they actively
participate in throughout the
area. In cooperation with the
Western Pennsylvania Con-
servancy, FGA plants and
maintains the flower beds
that decorate the Franklin
Fire Station. They also main-
tain the Outdoor Learning
Center for the Central Ele-
mentary school downtown,
where the children can learn
the importance of growing
vegetables and taking care
of plants. Additional proj-
ects include the Johnny Ap-
plesced Park on Franklin
Avenue, planters at the bike
trail, the West Park Garden,
the butterfly waystation at
the Saltbox, gardens near the
8th Street Bridge, and the
flower bed under the “Wel-
cometo Franklin” sign at the
base of the 15th street Hill.
The FGA Project Beautify
with Blossoms, can be seen
along Liberty Street during
the spring and summer, dec-
orating the businesses with
pops of color. FGA also
sponsors a4-H Y outh Schol-
arship each year. In 2024,
FGA worked with the Oil
City Garden Club to erect
a Blue Star memorial sign
at the Venango County VA
Clinic; this year they are
working on a project to add
a Gold Star Memorial at the
same site to honor all who
have served our great nation!

Pleasejoin us at thisyear’s
May Garden Mart as we wel-
come the gardening season
for 2026. Your participation
helps support Franklin Gar-
deners during their largest
fundraiser of the year! For
more information, please con-
tact FGAMayMart@gmail.
com.



Spring is the season of nature's rebirth.
Trees and flowers begin to bloom anew each
spring, and young animals can be seen frol-
icking with their parents. During a time when
it seems like the entire planet gets a refresh,
many homeowners turn their thoughts to re-
freshing their homes as well.

As the days lengthen and the weather
warms, spring cleaning takes center stage.
Spring cleaning is more extensive than simply
washing away grime, as cleaning a home of-
ten offers a psychological reset for the coming
months. A clear strategy can make the task of
spring cleaning feel less daunting, and these
tips can help cut down on clutter and oth-
er interior annoyances that have arisen after
months spent indoors.

Declutter before cleaning

The rule of thumb when starting on
spring cleaning is to combat clutter before
cleaning. Trying to clean around clutter is
inefficient and may result in throwing in
the towel prematurely. It is important to re-
move as much as possible from each room
before you begin cleaning. As homeowners
move through each room, they can assess
whether they’ve used items in the last year
or whether they serve any functional or aes-
thetic purposes. If not, they can be trashed
or donated.
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Put some spring in your cleaning step

Move top to bottom

It's important to follow the rules of sci-
ence when spring cleaning. That means that
dust and debris will be affected by gravity.
Engaging in a top-down approach will help
make cleaning more efficient. Beginning at

the ceiling and working down towards the
floors will help people avoid having to clean
the same surface twice.

Using a duster or a microfiber cloth, indi-
viduals can clear cobwebs from corners and
dust from crown molding. Fingerprints will

accumulate near light switches and door han-
dles, so those areas should be wiped down, too.

Homeowners can conduct athorough clean-
ing of heating and cooling output and intake
vents as they likely have gathered dust over
the winter. A down of floor moldings can get
to any area near the floor or under furniture
that doesn’t get frequent cleaning.

Do a kitchen reset

Focusing attention on the kitchen, which
tends to be the busiest room in the house, is a
wiseideafor spring cleaning plans. Thisisthe
time for individuals to pull everything out of
the refrigerator and pantry and check for expi-
ration dates. Wiping down the shelves means
cleaning away any accumulated food drips or
spills. Additional areas to consider include
behind the refrigerator, inside the dishwasher
filter and inside the microwave.

Focus on air quality

It s key to replace the HVAC system filters
come springtime, aswell asany air purifiersin
the home. This will help reduce alergens and
ensure that the cooling system will run effi-
ciently when it'stime to turn it on.

Spring cleaning takes place each year. Pri-
oritizing decluttering and following a system-
atic path through the home hel ps people elimi-
nate stress and mess at the same time.

Spring cleaning your kitchen?
keep bugs out

Here' s how to

(StatePoint) With warmer
weather here, spring cleaning

this spring, you can enjoy the
feeling you get when your

you can’'t clean — working
continuously to trap those

guests to your kitchen and
home this spring. Doing so

can help you truly keep host, and enjoy your food
the spaces where you prep,

clean, fresh and insect-free.

and hosting season are in full
swing. While you prep your
home for guests, you may also
be seeing an uptick of insect
activity.

Unfortunately, insects
tend to gather in the same ar-
eas of the home where house-
hold members and guests do
— anywhere there is food.
So, rather than let bugs dis-
rupt your spring gatherings,
act right away. Doing so is
important, as insects repro-
duce rapidly. In fact, it only
takes one week for two fruit
flies to multiply to 500 fruit
flies!

By using these tips to ban-
ish bugs from your kitchen

spaceistruly clean and guest-
ready:

Do a deep clean: In ad-
dition to regular kitchen up-
keep, be sure to do a deep
clean in spring and every
time you host. Thisis agreat
way to finally tackle those
corners, crevices and sel-
dom-addressed surfaces in
the fridge, oven and pantry,
where pest-attracting food
residue and grease can build
up.
Catch what you can’t
clean: A fly trap for in-
doors is a necessary addi-
tion to your kitchen spring
cleaning and hosting rou-
tine. Traps catches what

pesky flies and gnats that
linger around sinks, trash
cans, and countertops even
after you’ ve scrubbed. Sim-
ply plug in a flying insect
trap near high-traffic areas,
such as near party spreads,
fruit bowls or garbage,
and doors that are opened
throughout the day. It at-
tracts and catch fruit flies,
gnats, house flies and other
flying insects.

Fix leaks: If you have a
leak under your kitchen sink,
you may unwittingly be cre-
ating an inviting habitat for
bugs, which are drawn to
water sources. Fix the leak
so you invite only human

will have the added benefit
of preventing water damage
and mold.

Seal food tightly: Take
a quick look at your pan-
try to assess your food
storage containers. Trans-
fer all items like flour and
sugar out of paper packag-
ing and into tightly-sealed
jars. Not only will this help
keep bugs at bay, but your
essential ingredients will
stay fresher for improved
hosting.

Maintaining a tidy kitch-
en is just the first step in
banishing bugs. Simple
additional measures that
require very little effort
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How trees and plants can change the landscape

Spring is home renovation
season, and no area of ahome
is off limits. That includes
home exteriors, particularly in
regard to landscaping.

Lawn and garden centers
draw crowds on spring week-
ends, as homeowners are
anxious to get out in the yard
after spending more time in-
doors over the winter. Plants
and trees provide asimple and
unique way to transform the
look and feel of aproperty. As
homeowners ponder what can
be done to freshen up their
landscapes, they can consider
these benefits of incorporat-
ing new plants and trees into
their properties.

Add some pops of color.
There's no shortage of color-
ful plants to add some pops
of color to a property. Aza-
leas, lilacs, pansies, and, of
course, rose bushes can add a
widerange of colorsto aland-
scape, providing undeniable
and awe-inspiring curb appea
when the plants bloom.

Native plants won’t com-
promise their neighbors.
When choosing plants for a
landscape, it's important to
pick those accustomed to the
local climate. A non-native
plant might be able to with-
stand local conditions, but it

also might compromise other
trees and plants on a proper-
ty. When choosing new plants
and trees for a landscape,
work with professionals at a
local lawn and garden cen-
ter to identify native plants

that can handle local weather
conditions and do so without
putting existing plants on the
property in jeopardy.

Trees can add consider-
able privacy. Homeowners
who don't want fencing, or

those whose towns or home-
owners  associations won't
allow fencing, may look to
trees to add the privacy typi-
cally provided by fences. The
growth rates of trees vary by
species, so homeowners who

want instant privacy should
look for trees that are already
tall and/or fast-growing. Nee-
diepoint holly (which reach an
averageheight of 10to 15feet)
and sweet viburnum (25 to 30
feet at maturity) arefast-grow-

ing species to consider when
planting for privacy. Green
giant arborvitae are a popular
privacy tree, asthey can reach
significant heights and widths
within a few years of being
planted. And whileit's always
good to consult a lawn and
garden center for adviceon the
compatability of a given tree
with the local climate, green
giant arborvitae are known to
thrive in U.S. Department of
Agriculture hardiness zones
five through eight, which cov-
er a significant portion of the
United States.

Evergreens keep a prop-
erty green throughout the
year. Homeowners who
lament the loss of color each
fall when their existing trees
shed their leaves can keep a
property green throughout the
winter by choosing evergreen
treesfor landscapes. The New
Jersey Conservation Founda-
tion notes that evergreen trees
excel at conserving moisture,
which alows them to keep
thelr leaves and maintain that
distinct and appealing green
color throughout the winter.

Various plants and trees
can help homeowners change
the look of their landscapes
without busting homeowners
budgets.

Cost-effective curb appeal boosters

One shouldn’t judge a book
by its cover. However, that of-
ten is hard to do, particularly
when it comes to homes. Curb
appea bears significant influ-
ence regarding how a property
isperceived. A property that is
neat and aesthetically appeal-
ing probably will be preferable
to onethat looks like the home-
ownersdid not maintain it.

Boosting curb appeal is a
common focus of sellers be-
fore listing a property. But
what can those who don't
have big budgets for maor
overhauls do to improve their
curb appeal? Plenty of proj-
ects can offer maximum out-
put with minimal investment.

Refresh the front door

Painting the front door can
add brightness and improve
the look of a home's entry-
way. Most exterior paint costs
between $30 and $40 per gal-
lon, so this is undeniably a
budget-friendly improvement.
If money alows, replacing the
door altogether will generate
bang for your buck.

Improve or add land-
scaping elements

Landscaping should be de-

signed to highlight the home's
best features. It should look
symmetrical and feel man-
icured. If it's not possible to
plant new flowers or bushes,
simply cleaning up debris and
weeds, and trimming exist-
ing greenery can make it feel
neater and more polished.

Clean up

Power-washing the siding,
cement wakways and ga-
rage door can create instant
impact. It's amazing how
much dirt and mildew can
reduce the luster of a home.

Cleaning off years of grime
can be afast and inexpensive
refresh.

Reseal the driveway

Make sure the driveway
is clean and tidy. If it has
cracks or discoloration, fill-
ing in cracks and applying a
new coat of sealer will make
ahig difference. Homeowners
can hire someone to reseal the
driveway or do the work on
their own.

Add more lighting
Updating front porch lights

and accent lights around the
property will cast a more pos-
itive glow on ahome, both lit-
erally and figuratively.

Add a seating area

If space by the front door
allows, add a bench or some
chairs to create a welcoming
seating area. A potted plant or
two nearby will help the area
seem intentional.

Improving curb appeal
doesn’'t have to cost a lot of
money. A few easy touch-
es can boost the look of any

property.

|sit timeto give your mower atune-up?

(StatePoint) As  the
weather starts to turn in ear-
ly spring, giving your mow-
er a tune-up is a must for
performance, safety and ef-
ficiency.

“Before the spring season
truly kicks off, take stock of
your mower’'s maintenance
needs. Paying a bit of atten-
tion to your machine now will
set you up for a smooth and
easy cutting season, and ex-
tend the life of your mower,”
says Exmark marketing man-
ager, Lenny Mangnall.

In addition to consulting

your owner's manual to de-
termine tasks specific to your

model, you can also follow
this checklist to make sure

We’re Not
Just About

unique situation
matter to us.

the Numbers.

Your personal needs,
your goals, and your
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where we understand the local economic and personal
needs of our customers, because, well, MM g=R (o[- A (e]o]:

your mower isin top shape:

1. Changetheail. A healthy
engine is a happy engine.

2. Sharpen or replace
blades. Fresh blades cut fast-
er, smoother and cleaner.

3. Give the mower a deep
clean. Use a putty knife to re-
move caked grass from under
the deck.

4. Replace old fuel. Never
use fuel left in the tank from
the last season.

5. Check on the tires. Low
tire pressure is a performance
issue and a safety hazard.

6. Inspect engine belts.
Check belt tension and wear
to help your engine perform
at its best.

7. Replace spark plugs.
Fresh spark plugs help your
mower start and run smooth-
ly.

Work smarter, not harder
in your yard. Give your mow-
er a little love at the start of
the season to help ensure you
get reliable performance all
spring and summer.

Debunking

common

myths

about metal roofs

(StatePoint) Shopping for
a new roof but unsure if met-
al isthe right materia for your
home? Metal roofing is tough-
er, safer and longer-lasting
than asphalt, with an expected
lifespan of more than 50 years.
Additionally, metal roof sys-
tems offer energy cost savings,
withstand extreme westher,
and boost resale value.

Despite these benefits, lin-
gering myths sometimes pre-
vent homeowners from opting
for metal roofs. Below are
answers to frequently asked
guestions about metal roofs to
help you sort fact from fiction:

Can you walk
on a metal roof?

Tin roofs that bend, buckle
or crumple are a thing of the
past. Whether cleaning gut-
ters, picking up storm debris or
fetching alost kite, you can do
so on ahigh-quality metal roof.

Is metal roofing heavy?

Metd panel roofing systems
are heavy duty, not heavy-
weight, giving you the added
strength of steel without added
weight. The average per-square
weight for an asphalt shingle
roof is 240-270 pounds, and
for date is 800-1500 pounds.
By contrast, a metal roof sys
tem is much lighter, coming in
at a per-square-weight of only
108 pounds.

Do metal roofs attract
lightning?
Metal is actually one of

the best materias to have if
your home were struck by
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lightning, working to disperse
energy safely through the
home's structure rather than
allowing it to penetrate or
spontaneously ignite or shock.
And metal is noncombustible,
so if lightning does hit, a met-
al roof will not catch fire.

Are metal roofs noisy
when it rains?

In residential structures,
roofing is part of a complete
system that includes attic
space, the roof deck, under-
layment materials that pre-
vent moisture, and interior
insulation, all of which absorb
sound. When installed prop-
erly, a metal roofing system
should be as quiet as any other
roofing material.

Are metal roofs easily
dented by hail?

Metal roofs are well-
known for being much more
durable than other roofing
materials, especially asphalt.
In fact, in many areas where
extreme weather can occur,
metal roofs are the better
choice for homes, so much
so that many insurance com-
panies offer price breaks for
metal roof systems.

Do metal roofs
attract heat?

Metal roofs release solar
heat much more quickly than
asphalt roofs, which absorb
heat with their petroleum and
granular composition. Metal
roofing reduces the heat load
of your house, providing up to
30% energy savings.

Do metal roofs impact
cell reception?

Metal roofing allows radio
signals to pass through with
little disruption and is no dif-
ferent in this regard to other
common building materias
like brick or concrete.

Do metal roofs rust?

Rust occurswhenironreacts
with oxygen and water, caus-
ing oxidation that deteriorates
the metal. That's why meta
roofing panels are treated with
11 total layers of anti-corrosive
coating that prevent moisture
from reaching the metal, ensur-
ing each panel is protected.



(StatePoint)  What are
homeowners focusing on
right now? Impactful, afford-
able upgrades. New research
highlights that painting re-
mains one of the most popular
home improvement projects
expected in 2026, driven by
tighter budgets and a desire
for lasting design.

Thesurvey, from FrogTape
brand painter's tape, found
that nearly 60% of homeown-
ers are planning interior paint
projects in the year ahead,
while over one-third expect to
refresh exterior surfaces.

“Painting remains a top
priority for homeowners be-
cause it offers an affordable,
high-impact way to transform
interior spaces,” says Melanie
Canning, director of insights
for FrogTape. “DIYers are
embracing projects that are
creative, yet practical, with
timeless color palettes and
Al-assisted design choices.”

Based on the FrogTape re-
search, here’ swhat’ s ahead:

Affordable upgrades

Despite a tight financial
environment, over 45% of
people at the time of the sur-
vey had undertaken a project
in the past month, and the data
indicates that this momentum
is expected to continue. Near-
ly half of respondents agreed
that tough economic condi-
tions have influenced their
2026 DIY plans — but they
still intend to complete proj-
ects, just on atighter budget.

“When budgets tighten,
homeowners become more
intentional with their time
and money,” says Canning.
“Painting gives DIYers flex-
ibility to work at their own
pace, manage costs and see
noticeable results.”

Timeless over trendy

Homeowners are gravitat-
ing toward spaces that feel
cam and timeless — 71%

Friday, April 10, 2026 — THE DERRICK. - The News-Herald - Home & Garden — A5

Top painting trends for 2026
show DIY Isn’t lowing down

“Painting gives DlYers flexibility to
work at their own pace, manage
costs and see noticeable results.”

Melanie Canning
Director of insights for FrogTape

agreed that they prefer paint-
ing projects that are long-last-
ing and classic.

Despite being fun for the
moment, trendy colors, pat-
terns and styles can quick-
ly lose apped — 44% say
they’'re motivated to repaint
because their current space
feels outdated. For a classic
look, homeowners can opt
for neutral walls and add ac-
cent colors through accesso-
ries like pillows, artwork and
candles, which can easily be
swapped for different sea-
sons, moods or trends.

“Painting is a smple proj-
ect in terms of skills, but it
requires time and patience.
DlYers want to feel like their
work is going to pay off for
yearsto come,” Canning adds.

Comfort-first colors
DlYers are saying good-

bye to plain, colorless rooms
and hello to warm, inviting
spaces. According to nearly
half (49%) of survey respon-
dents, stark white rooms are
their biggest design “ick.”
For many (45%), their 2026
design outlook is warm and
natural, and they plan to lean
into earthy tones like beige,
taupe, clay, greens and blues.
The ultimate goal for 47% of
DIYersis to create cam, re-
laxing spaces through color.
Additionally, “comfortcore”
is the most popular design
style in 2026. Anyone can
achieve “comfortcore” with
soft textures and calm colors
for a cozy ambiance.

Personal preferencesaren’t
the only factor impacting the
trend — 65% of respondents
are planning their upcoming
paint projects for entertaining
guests, and 62% agree that

their main goal is to make the
spacefeel moreinviting, mak-
ing comfort akey priority.

Tech & tape

Making home update de-
cisions can be difficult, but
modern technologies can
help. More than half of peo-
ple reported using Al to assist
with home improvement proj-
ects in some capacity, from
previewing paint colors to as-
sisting with design decisions
and identifying paint trends.

However, even in the age
of Al, traditional tools, like
painter’s tape, remain irre-
placeable. Ninety percent of
people have used or plan to
use painter’s tape on recent
painting projects. The most
common surfaces they tape
include trim and baseboards
(74%), doors and windows
(65%), edges (58%) and walls
(49%).

From cozy, comfort-first
color palettes to practica
room refreshes and Al-pow-
ered planning tools, this year,
DIYers are making meaning-
ful updates that feel both in-
tentional and attainable.

Survwmg Iengthy home renovatlons

Renovations can transform
homes into spaces that mirror
homeowners' dreams. Regard-
less of the scope of aproject, a
home renovation will involve
some level of disruption to
residents daily lives. Lengthy,
more involved projects may
impact daily life considerably.

Renovation timelines vary
depending on the scale of the
project. Painting may take a
week or two, while a kitch-
en or bathroom remodel may
last anywhere from four to 16
weeks. Larger projects like
adding a room can take be-
tween three and six months,
say the experts at John Mer-
rill Homes. Projects also of-
ten take longer than expected,
as surprises may be in store
once homeowners begin peel-
ing back the layers in homes.
Homeowners about to embark
on lengthy renovation proj-
ects can embrace these tips
to come through on the other
side relatively unscathed.

Choose your timing

The timing of a renova-
tion may have to coincide
with contractor availability
or having the budget to fund
the project. But homeown-
ers should consider life cir-
cumstances and season be-
fore starting a project. You
might not have the energy to
take on a project right before
the holidays. If kids play on
sports teams that require a lot
of travel, it might be better to
wait until the season winds
down. Figure out what you
can redistically take on to re-

duce the likelihood that you'll
feel overwhelmed.

Plan accordingly

Creating and sticking to a
daily schedule, and knowing
what is happening each day,
can keep a project on track. It
also alows you to determine
which days will be the most
chaotic. Demolition days
can be noisy and messy, and
maybe those are days when
you plan to be away from the
house for afew hours.

Store items out of
harm’s way

Invest in a storage solution
for the duration of the renova-
tion. Decluttering and removing
items before the project is in
full force will make it easier to
work and maneuver, and it dso
means fewer items will need to
be cleaned afterwards. Reno-
vations tend to kick up alot of
congtruction dust, after all.

Designate a safe zone

Establish a room or rooms
as work-free areas to which
residents can retreat. If multi-
plerooms are being renovated,
you might consider spending
time with a family member or
friend, or getting a hotel for a
short duration until the bulk of
disruption dies down.

Lower your standards

Homecooked meals may
be your standard most days
of the week, but it's alright to
be a bit lax when remodeling

prolects begin. Relymg on
frozen foods or takeout might
be necessary for alittle while.

Remodeling projects can

be disruptive and stressful, but
certain strategies can make it
easier to get through projects
without too much disruption.

Repurpose rooms
and breathe new
life into a home

Homeowners do not need
to get hung up on room labels
as they explore ways to rein-
vent their spaces. Just because
a floor plan labels a space as
aformal dining room doesn’t
mean the area has to remain
that way.

Repurposing rooms in a
home comes down to align-
ing the space a person has
with their lifestyle needs.
Here are a few ways to re-
think interior spaces and
make a switch to improve
utility.

Identify unused or un-
der-used rooms. Take note
of spaces that are cleaned
but rarely used. For many
people, this is a dining
room or a guest suite. Ei-
ther of these rooms can be
transformed into something
new.

Invest in multipurpose
furniture. Even people
short on space can transform
their homes. Replacing atra-
ditional bed with a murphy
bed or a daybed can make
a room more suitable for a
home office or yoga studio,
but still provide a space for
the occasional houseguest
to sleep. A pull-down shelf
desk in a bedroom or even
a walk-in closet can turn an
area into a compact home
workstation.

Claim dead space. The
area under the stairs or an-
other small spot often is
used to collect junk. In-
stead, it can be turned into
a built-in wine rack, a read-
ing nook for kids or even
a pet sanctuary with just a
few modifications. Analyze
areas around the home that
seem like they don't serve a
purpose, and then figure out

a way to make them more
functional.

Establish room zones.
Some people simply cannot
transform an entire room into
something else. Visua parti-
tioning makes it possible to
create rooms within rooms.
An area rug can be used to
define a border of a space.
Open bookshelves can serve
as awall to separate a sleep-
ing areafrom alounging spot.
Lighting can add dimension
to areasin a space. A pendant
light over a crafting or work
table can be used define the
space.

Look at utility areas.
Unless you are a do-it-your-
selfer or have a hobby that
takes up much of the garage
or basement, utility areas
are major spots in a home
to consider repurposing. A
garage can be turned into a
home gym, kids' play area
or even a hobby shop. Mod-
ular flooring and insulated
walls can make the room
comfortable. Attic lofts are
the ultimate quiet zones,
and can be serene spots for
reading, meditating or do-
ing homework. An unfin-
ished basement can be con-
verted into a finished space
to serve many different pur-
poses. From media rooms
to a teen lounge to a hobby
cave, the opportunities are
endless.

A good rule of thumb be-
fore converting any room is
to give it a test run. Move in
a piece of furniture and test
how it works with its intend-
ed function. Assess lighting,
noise and foot traffic for a
week, and then move ahead
with changes if the result is
positive.
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¢ PennDot online
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ow to stay safe on DIY projects

Home improvement proj-
ects can be costly. Depending
on the scope of the project,
the choice of materialsand the
skill level involved to see the
project through to success-
ful completion, homeowners
could be on the hook for thou-
sands of dollars or even more
when renovating their homes.

One popular way home-
owners look to cut such costs
is to do some, if not al, of
the work themselves. Indeed,
do-it-yourselfers can save a
considerable amount of mon-
ey. Estimates from the U.S.
Census Bureau's American
Housing Survey indicate that
homeowners can save any-
where from 50 to 80 percent
on DIY projects compared to
what they might pay for com-

parable work to be performed
by a contractor. However, the
key there is “comparable.”
Cost overruns could derail
DIY savings rather quickly if
homeowners have little reno-
vating skill or experience. But
homeowners' wallets aren’t
the only thing in jeopardy if a
DIY project goes awry.
Renovation projects re-
quire attention to detail, and
that includes an emphasis
on safety. Homeowners who
are injured on DIY projects
may face costly medical hills,
while projects that are com-
pleted without incident could
later pose safety hazards that
require work to be redone,
which is both expensive and
a threat to persona safety in
the interim. DIYers need not

be discouraged from taking
projects on themselves, but
they should heed these tips
to stay safe when working on
their homes.

Make sure you choose
theright ladder. DIY ersmay
spend ample time shopping
for drills and other electronic
tools and gadgets that are fun
to use. But ample time aso
must be afforded to the type
of ladder you intend to use on
a project. Estimates from the
West Bend Insurance Com-
pany indicate that roughly
90,000 people visit the emer-
gency room due to ladder ac-
cidents each year. Never use
a broken ladder or an aging
ladder that’s uneven. In addi-
tion, do not use a ladder that
forces you to reach far away.

If you're leaning while using
a ladder, the ladder is either
too short for your project or
positioned too far away from
the wall. The National Home
Security Alliance advises DI-
Yers to place their ladder one
foot from the wall for every
four feet it rises above the
ground. Test your ladders for
their sturdiness prior to be-
ginning work so you aren’'t
tempted to use a subpar lad-
der.

Be especially careful with
power tools. Power tools can
do alot and they’refun to use.
But it’ simportant that DIY ers
do not let fun distract them
from safety. The Power Tool
Institute urges power tool
users to wear personal pro-
tective equipment, including

eye and hearing protection
and a dust mask, whenever
using power tools. The PTI
also advises users to make
sure tools are powered down
before plugging them in and
to inspect the tool before us-
ing it. Inspections can confirm
that al guardsarein place and
that tools are up to the task at
hand. Much like it's unsafe to
overreach on a ladder, over-
reaching when using power
toolsincrease the risk for mis-
takes, accidents and injuries.
Avoid electrical work.
Complicated electrica work
isbest |eft to the professional’s.
Estimates from the Electrical
Safety Foundation Interna-
tional indicate that electrical
malfunctions cause more than
50,000 house fires each year.

Such mafunctions can occur
for myriad reasons, and alack
of experience working with
electrical circuitsand breakers
could make homes vulnerable
to malfunctions and fires. It's
also worth noting that home-
owners insurance policies
may not cover damage caused
by DIY electrical work. So
at the very least homeowners
should contact their insurance
providers to determine if any
accidents or injuries caused
by DIY electrical work would
be covered by their policies.

DIY renovation projects
can save homeowners a lot
of money, but those savings
aren’'t worth compromising
your safety and the safety of
your loved ones.

A guideto
buying your
first home

Buying a home is one of
the most significant financial
commitments a person can
make. Individuals may won-
der when is the right time
to jJump in to the real estate
market. The answer may boil
down to affordability.

The housing market is
continually evolving. Buy-
ing a home now is a little bit
different than it was even a
few years ago, as inventory
is starting to recover from a
lengthy period with limited

offerings, according to Real-
tor.com. But even though in-
ventory may have increased,
home prices have not come
down. The median home price
now sits at around $410,000
in the United States and ap-
proximately $676,335 in Can-
ada, and interests rates hover
around 6 percent for a30-year
fixed rate.

Before it's time to sign a
contract and get the keys, po-
tential buyers can follow this
guide as they navigate buying

ahome for the first time.
Know your buying power .

MARSH HOME CENTER

FURNITURE * APPLIANCES * BEDDING!

New Arrivals / Special Orders

Before browsing homelistings,
buyers should conduct a finan-
cial audit to see how they stack
up. It'sworthwhile to sit down
with a mortgage broker who
can run your numbers. Credit
score is a significant variable
that will be checked during
such consultations. If neces-
sary, identify ways to boost
that score in the months before
applying for amortgage.
Follow the 30 percent
rule. Rocket Mortgage says
the 30 percent rule dictates

that total monthly housing
costs, including principal, in-
terest, taxes, and insurance
(PITI) should not exceed 30
percent of a borrower’s gross
monthly income to maintain
financia stability.

Budget for the extra
costs. Buyers should concern
themselves with al of the
costs that go into buying a
home. In addition to the down
payment, closing costs can
comein at around 2 to 5 per-
cent of the home's price. An

Proudly serving the Clarion area for 55
Years! Thank you to our loyal customers!

Service, Service, Service = Red Carpet Treatment!

inspection and appraisal can
run around $1,000. Addition-
a costs may include termite
inspection, and other out-of-
pocket costs to get the home
up to code.

Lower your costs. A ris-
ing trend in home buying
is a surge in down payment
assistance (DPA). Bankrate
says DPAs provide eligible
individuals, typically first-
time or low-to-moderate-in-
come buyers, with assistance
that covers costs like down
payments and closing fees.
These programs may be of-
fered by the government,
non-profits or private lend-
ers.

Utilize a reputable in-
spector. A home may seem
like a dream until a person
pulls back the curtain on some
hidden red flags. It's aways
worth the expense to have a
housing inspector or a trusted
contractor walk through the
property prior to making an
offer to ensure that the home

South Fifth Ave., CLARION
814-226-7332
Monday - Friday 9-5
Closed Saturday and Sunday
www.clarioncarpetbarn.com

isin good condition.

First-time home buyers
must consider arange of vari-
ables as they inch closer to
making their home ownership
dreams areality.

L)

Wells Fargo & SNAP Financing Available.

CARPET BARN

SINCE 1971

814-775-0172

305 East Spring St., Titusville, PA

Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am-5pm

HOURS: Wed & Sat 9am-1pm * Closed Sunday




What to know

No two home renovation projects are the
same. Some projects are highly detailed un-
dertakings that take months if not years from
start to finish, while others can be tackled by
skilled do-it-yourselfers over the course of a
single weekend. Though each project is dif-
ferent, categorizing renovations as needs or
wants can help homeowners determine when
thetimeisright to go forward.

Roof replacement projects typically fall
into the “need” category. A decaying roof can
jeopardize the safety and security of a home
and lead to additional issues, like water dam-
age. It's unwise to delay roof replacement
projects when signs of a decaying roof start
to appear. Homeowners who are starting to
see such indicators can look to this rundown
of roof replacement projects as they begin the
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process of replacing their roof.

Cost

Roof replacement costs vary considerably
depending on a host of variables. Materials,
location and the cost of labor, dimensions of
the roof, and even choice of contractor all af-
fect the cost of the project. The home renova
tion experts at Angi indicate the average roof
replacement project costs $9,500. Asphalt is
among the more affordable roofing materials,
costing an average of $1 to $1.20 per square
foot, according to Nerdwallet. Slate roofs will
be more expensive, costing anywhere from
$10 to $30 per square foot.

Life expectancy
Homeowners may blanch at the cost of a

"‘"

.

efore replacing your

roof replacement project, particularly if they
choose a more expensive material. However,
it's important to keep life expectancy in mind
when receiving roof estimates. Many home-
owners never replace aroof twice, making this
a potentially costly but ultimately one-time
expense. Though slate roofs are expensive,
homeowners may find it reassuring that esti-
mates from various roofing resources indicate
date roofs come with a life expectancy rang-
ing from 50 to 200 years. By contrast, Nerd-
wallet estimates an asphalt roof lasts around
10 to 20 years, while others suggest such roofs
can last aslong as 30 years.

Materials

Choice of materials is arguably the most
significant decision homeowners will make

when replacing aroof. The expertsat This Old
House report that materials typically account
for 55to 65 percent of the overall cost of aroof
replacement project. Decisions regarding roof
materials will be affected by budget, local cli-
mate (certain materials are better suited to par-
ticular climates than others), aesthetic appeal,
and required maintenance. It’s also important
that homeowners consider the material war-
ranty of each roofing product. Some materials
offer longer warranties than others, which can
provide a measure of security to homeowners
investing so much in the project.

A roof replacement project is not arenova-
tion that can be delayed when signs the roof is
fading start to appear. Homeowners are urged

to consider a wide range of variables before
committing to a project.

How homeowners can spot

e

foundation issues at home

walls, drywall or plaster,
especialy diagonal or stair-

of square. That likely means a

ney: If a chimney resembles

step cracks forming near
doorways, windows or cor-
ners, might be indicative of
foundation movement. If a
crack has formed in a living
space, something is likely
moving below since floors
are supported from the foun-
dation upward. Cracks thick-
er than one-quarter of an inch
in foundation walls or home
walls can be a problem.
Sagging porches and
stoops. Notable sagging of
porches or stoops can indi-
cate that a house is sinking

foundation is settling or sink-
ing.

Squeaky, bouncy or
sagging floors: While these
issues in floors may not al-
ways result from foundation
issues, they often indicate
that moisture has invad-
ed the basement or crawl
space. That moisture may
have gained access through
a cracked or compromised
foundation.

Leaningor cracked chim-

the Leaning Tower of Pisa,
it could be a sign of possible
foundation issues causing set-
tling or sinking.

Bringing in a professional
to assess potential foundation
issues is a good idea. While
certain foundation problems
can be remedied by home-
owners themselves, it's best
to rule out more serious issues
that may require profession-
al expertise before going the
DIY route.

Home ownership can be
a rewarding endeavor and a
good investment over time.
But homes require consistent
upkeep to ensure a property
remains safe, a condition of
ownership that renters typi-
cally do not need to concern
themselves with.

Foundation issues are a
component of home owner-
ship that can be easy to forget,

essarily evident in frequently

visited areas of a home. A
foundation provides structural
integrity for the entire home,
so addressing damage is es-
sential. The experts at This
Old House indicate that some
foundation issues can be rel-
atively easy and inexpensive
to address. Other issues may
not be so simple, especialy if
they challenge the structural

¥ : & x 4
Learning to recognize
foundation issues can help
homeowners sort through
small problems and big ones.
But what are signs of foun-
dation problems? Consider
these potential issues, as not-
ed by ThisOld House, Robhie
Breaux & Team Real Broker,
LLC and Bay Crawl Space
Foundation Repair.

Cracks in walls: Cracks

or changing faster than other
areas.

Separation between door
and window frames and
walls: Gaps can form around
windows and doors if the
foundation is shifting. The
gaps that form can lead to wa-
ter and pest infiltration if left
untreated, causing even more
i Ssues.

Cabinets and counter-
tops separating from walls:
Homeowners who notice
considerable space forming
between cabinets or counter-
tops and the wall indicate that

Oil City Housing Authority
is accepting applications for
Moran Towers, Siverly Apartments,

Scattered Sites, Cherry Hill
Apartments and Century Terrace

Section 8 (HUD) waiting list is open
to receive applications. Includes all of
Venango County and Oil City

Rent based on income

Call 814-676-5764

Option 2 for an application

as such concerns are not nec-

integrity of a home.

appearing in  foundation

the frame of the home is out

Equal Housing Opportunity

&

ACCEPTED CHEMICALS: paint/workshop products,
automotive products, cleaning products, lawn &
garden products, pesticides, every type of battery,
every type of light bulb/tube, flammables, & pool
chemicals, mostly any other chemical you find
under your sink or in your garage ACCEPTED
ELECTRONICS/FREON: TVs, computers, printers,
phones, window AC units, dehumidifiers, mini fridges,
microwaves, laptops, gaming devices, & any other
electronic device with a cord, screen or circuit board

RATES:
$0.29/Ib. for Freon Devices
$0.68/lb. for TVs & Monitors
$0.45/1b. for all other e-waste
$0.79/1b. for Paints & Stains
$0.90/Ib. for Bulbs & Batteries
$1.13/Ib. for Chemicals

$6.50/ea. For Propane Cylinders
(all sizes)
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Unique features for outdoor Ilvmg spaces

Outdoor living spaces are
wildly popular. A 2023 study
conducted by Brown Jordan
Outdoor Kitchens found that
63 percent of homeownersin-
dicated they would prioritize
an outdoor living spaceif they
were to remodel their homes.

Homeowners cite a multi-
tude of motivations regarding
their interest in upgrading their
outdoor living spaces. The
2024 U.S. Outdoor Trends
Study from Houzz Research
found that more than half of
homeowners who participated
in the study (51 percent) want
to renovate to improve aesthet-
ics, while 37 percent hoped to
enhance entertaining spaces.
One-third view renovating
outdoor spaces as a great way
to extend the living space of
their homes. Homeowners
who share these motivations
and are committed to renovat-
ing their outdoor living areas
can look to these unique fea-
turesto fulfill all three goals.

Water fountain: Water
fountains can serve as stun-
ning focal points in outdoor
living spaces. Outdoor foun-
tainsareideal for anyone hop-
ing to create an outdoor oasis,
as few sights and sounds pro-
mote acalming atmosphere as
effectively as softly flowing
water in a cast stone fountain.
Fountains also attract birds,
which can add to the soothing
sounds of a backyard escape.

Shade structure: Gone are
the days when homeowners
most accessible option to create
shade on patios and decks were
umbrellas extending out from
the center of outdoor dining ta-
bles. Pergolas and gazebos are
now available in a wide range
of shapes and styles, making
these a must-have for home-
owners who want to entertain
while ensuring guests remain
comfortable on hot days. A
hardtop gazebo with roof hooks
to accommodate fans, lights
and even plants can serve as an
aesthetically appealing safe ha-
ven from summer sun.

Hammock: A hammock
is a simple yet unique, func-
tional and affordable feature
to consider for an outdoor
living space. If the existing
landscaping allows, situate a
hammock between two tal,
sturdy trees. Such a sight can
contribute to awelcoming and
calming ambiance in an out-

door living space, and provide
extra room to lounge and re-
lax beneath the shade of trees.

Game zone: If entertaining
is the primary motivation be-
hind an outdoor living space
renovation, then designate part
of the space for games and ac-
tivities. A designated bocce
court will draw vistors who
want to relax and enjoy a little
friendly competition away from
dining areas and other spaces. A
smdl putting green can dlow
golfers to work on their short
games, and such spaces can of -
fer ample opportunitiesfor funiif
homeownersareinclined to host
putting contests during back-
yard barbecues. Whatever game
tickleshomeowners fancy, des-
ignating a space exclusively for
games can up the entertainment
vaue of an outdoor living space.

The popularity of outdoor
living spaces remains high.
Homeowners hoping to en-
hance their existing spaces
can consider a number of
unique features to meet their
goals.

Some more ways to create a beautiful,

inviting outdoor space

(Family Features) With all the beauty Mother Nature has
to offer, afew pops of color or other simple embellishments
can help make your yard look superb from the curb.

Whether you're looking to enhance your front yard,
backyard, porch or patio space, consider these easy and af-
fordable ways to spruce up your outdoor oasis:

Add mirrors

Just as they do indoors, mirrors can open up small patio
spaces and make areas feel larger. Use mirrors made with
resin or other waterproof materials so they won't be com-
promised when exposed to the elements.

Make bold statements

Plant your favorite flowersin agiant, bright red or yellow
pot or hang a bright colored swing from atree. Just alittle
dab of color can make a statement and brighten the whole
space.

Hang it up

Place hanging baskets around the porch to bring punches
of color to your outdoor sanctuary. With the freedom to pick
and choose your favorite plants and flowers, these baskets

have the added benefit of easy maintenance.

Consider time when planting

If you wish to add color to your landscape, consider the
time of day you normally spend in your outdoor space. Ear-
ly risers may appreciate vibrantly colored foliage that perks
with the morning sun. Those who spend time outdoors in
the evening hours can incorporate white or lightly colored
plants that take on a silvery sheen in the moonlight.

Add a birdbath

These garden favorites come in a variety of styles and
colorsto fit your unique tastes and budget. Birds of all kinds
can find an oasis in their new bath and provide you with a
beautiful view.

Throw some pillows

Outdoor pillows are often available in the same fun de-
signs of their indoor counterparts. Add some throw pillows
to your outdoor furniture for a chic yet comfortable update.

These subtle changes can help beautify your outdoor
spaces and cause onlookers to do a double-take — for the
right reasons.

Ready, set, spring. 5 smart early-season yard tips

(Feature Impact) As the
days lengthen and warm air
has you ready to get your pa-
tio furniture out of storage,
that means it's time to give
your yard afresh start. With a
little planning now, you'll be
rewarded with afuller, green-
er and easier-to-maintain out-
door space once spring is in
full bloom.

1. Start with a clean date

Winter leaves behind plen-

ty of debris, including fallen
branches and matted |eaves.
Beforeyou start planting, take
awak around your yard and
tidy up:

» Rake moisture-trapping
twigs and leaves that can
cause fungus

* Remove dead plants or
spent annualsfrom flower beds

» Sweep or power wash pa
tios and walkways

2. Tuneup tools

PLAN YOUR SUMMER
PROJECTS NOW!

POLE BUILDINGS & GARAGES

THE QUALITY YOU DESIRE
WITH THE PROFESSIONALISM
YOU DESERVE

www.kneppbuildings.com
PA HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR + PA#3031

Conneaut Lake, PA 16316
814-382-0392

Digging into yard work
only to find rusty shears or a
sgueaky mower can prolong
the task. Instead, ensure your
tools are in good working or-
der:

 Sharpen blades on lawn
mowers, shears and pruners

e Install fresh string on
trimmers and weed eaters

* Replace old fuel or clean
air filters on gas-powered
tools

3. Assessyour lawn

Early spring is ideal for
noticing how winter treated
your grass. Dethatching and
aeration can go a long way
toward helping grass absorb
nutrients. Set the stage for
lush growth once warmer
weather arrives by looking
for:

* Bare patches that need re-
seeding

* Weeds making an early
debut

e Compacted soil where
water pools instead of soak-
ingin

4. Give plants the right
Start

Now’ sthetimeto prep beds

for new life. Before you plant:

* Loosen soil and mix in
compost for nutrients

» Add mulch around peren-
nials

* Plan your planting based
on sun and shade patterns

5. Hydrate wisely

Strong roots start  with
proper hydration. Even before
Sprigs pop up, early spring can
be dry as the sun gets higher.
Remember to:

» Water flowerbeds if rain-
fall has been scarce

 Check irrigation systems

for damage

e Mulch lightly after soil
warms to lock in moisture

Getting your yard ready
early in spring isn't about
perfection; it's about setting
yourself up for outdoor enjoy-
ment all season long.

STOP IN TODAY

Rt. 19 & 97 WATERFORD + 9 MILES SouTH OF MILLCREEK MALL
HouRrs: MON & THURS 8:30AM-8:30PM ¢ TUES, WED & FRI 9:30AM-6:00PM ¢ SAT 8:30AM-2:00PM

CHRYSLER - DODGE - JEEP - RAM

814-679-3129

www.humeschryslerjeepdodge.com

APR annual pemmta%a

your acoount at Credlt Unlon Ma)omum 80% LTV. Rates

change without notice. Sam
rateof()%APRfora%—year
loans financed at Top Tier

Unlock the Equi
in Your Ham;I "ty

Home Equity Loan Special
3 Month Introductory Rate

Fixed Rates as low as 5.99% APR* on 5 & 10 year terms
after 3 month introductory period

Apply at www.toptierfcu.org

|CLARION ¢ BROOKVILLE « CRANBERRY ¢ BUTLER « HERMITAGE

814-226-5032

rate. 0% APR applies for first 3 months of loan. Fdlom%
kibeaslowasSQQ%APRRammdudea /odlsooumfggumbggﬂlng

evaluation of credit history
ﬂ‘%ﬁand o %ozrs 000 at 5.99% APR including introductory
FCWrates and terms available. Federally Insured by NCUA. NM% 449233

*APR

%




	HAG-04102026-A001
	HAG-04102026-A002
	HAG-04102026-A003
	HAG-04102026-A004
	HAG-04102026-A005
	HAG-04102026-A006
	HAG-04102026-A007
	HAG-04102026-A008

