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Sunday hunting expands in Pa.
6 changes for the 2026-27 season

(TNS) Lancaster — Pennsylvania's
2026-27 hunting season unofficialy
kicked off Sept. 1 with the opening of
resident Canada goose and dove seasons.

The new hunting year actually starts
every July 1 in Pennsylvania, but hunt-
ers generally consider the new season to
start once goose and dove hunters hit the
fields on Sept. 1.

Lancaster County, with its vast net-
work of farm fields, streams, rivers and
ponds, is a prime destination for hunt-
ing both bird species, so you might have
heard some shooting the past severa
days since the seasons opened.

There are quiteafew changesto Penn-
sylvania's hunting seasons this year, so
let’stake alook at what’s new.

Sunday hunting

Thisisit.

This is the year when Sunday finally
is considered like any other day of the
week when it comes to hunting in Penn-
sylvania.

For nearly every species.

Pennsylvania hunters got their first
taste of general Sunday hunting in 2020,
when state law allowed the Game Com-
mission to open general hunting on three
Sundays per year.

Then last year, Gov. Josh Shapiro
signed into law a bill that revoked the
general ban on Sunday hunting in the
state that had stood for decades.

Because that bill was signed late in
the summer after hunting seasons had al-
ready been set, the door to Sunday hunt-
ing was only opened about halfway.

Generd Sunday hunting for most species
was dlowed through the end of 2025 only.

For the 2026-27 hunting year, how-
ever, every Sunday during nearly every
open season is open for hunting just like
any other day of the week.

The lone exception to thisrule is wa-
terfowl hunting.

Sunday is dtill a closed hunting day
for ducks and geese.

This exception was made to benefit
waterfow! hunters, actually.

Waterfow! hunting is regulated by the

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

Under USFWS rules, states that do
not allow Sunday hunting are permitted
to extend their seasons later into the year
than states where Sunday hunting is al-
lowed as sort of compensation for the
Sunday closures.

Hunting later usualy is better for wa-
terfowling, since that is likely to give
more ducks and geese time to migrate
South through Pennsylvania.

One spring turkey

One negative byproduct of expanded
Sunday hunting is the elimination this
year of the second spring turkey tag.

From 2008 through last year, Pennsyl-
vaniaspring turkey hunters were allowed
to buy a second spring gobbler tag in ad-
dition to the one that comes with every
general hunting license.

That tag allowed them to take a sec-
ond bird if they wanted.

With the Spring 2027 turkey season
here scheduled for May 1-31, and Sun-
days opened to hunting, five Sundays

will be added to the season, as compared
to prior years.

With turkey populations unsettled in
many parts of the state, the Game Com-
mission was concerned about those ad-
ditional weekend hunting days, coupled
with hunters carrying two turkey tags,
accounting for an unwanted increase in
turkey harvest.

So the agency’'s biologists recom-
mended eliminating the second tag to re-
move that potential impact.

More geese allowed

When it comes to managing Canada
geese in Pennsylvania, the state is divid-
ed into two zones — the Resident Pop-
ulation Zone, which covers most of the
state, and the Atlantic Population Zone,
which covers the southeast corner, in-
cluding most of Lancaster County.

Daily bag limits for geese in the RP
zone have been liberal for yearsin recog-
nition of the high numbers of non-migra-
tory Canadas found across the state.

See SUNDAY, Page 4
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Smith & Wesson Shield X

Semi 9Imm  Emme——E
Includes: : .

4-magazine range
bag and Viridian RFX11
red dot sight.

MSRP: $549.99 SALE $499.99

Semi 9mm 5

Includes:
3-magazine range
bag and Viridian RFX11
red dot sight.

MSRP: $599.99 SALE $549

Smith & Wesson Equalizer

SALE

1696 Pittsburgh Rd. Franklin, PA STARTS Nowl

Smith & Wesson Bodyguard
2.0 Semi .380

Two-tone Desert
Tan/Amy Green
finish and 3 magazines
are included.

99 | wmsre: $499.99 SALE $449.99

5 choke tubes.

Legacy Pointer Over/Under Shotgun
Available in 12ga, 20ga, 28ga, and .410; includes

MSRP: $599.99 SALE $499.99

Traditions Trapper Flintlock
.50 Cal Pistol

Traditional side-loc
muzzleloading
platform with
wood stock

-t MSRP: $499.99

. SALE $469.99

MASSIVE MARKDOWNS ACROSS ALL BLACK POWDER

RIFLES, PROJECTILES, PRIMERS AND LOADING ACCESSORIES

Bushnell R Series R3
Rifle Scopes
Choice of

Bushnell R Series

R3 Binoculars
10x42 magnification,

Leupold BX-22 Timberline

HD Binoculars
10x42 magnification,

configurations: | €/gonomic roof-prism high-definition glass
3-9x50, 3-9x40, | Chassis coating
Ml VISRP: $199.99 or 4-12x40 MSRP: $189.99
SALE $129.99 MsRP $139.99 SALE $99.99 | SALE $149.99
Simmons Venture Crimson Trace CTS-25 Stealth Cam BT18 FX Shleld
Binoculars Red Dot Sight Infrared Camera

10x42mm mulfi-
coated optics with
weather resistance

4 MOA dot,
7 illumination levels,
picatinny riser included

18MP resolution, rapid
0.7s trigger speed,
80ft. detection range

MSRP: $89.99 MSRP: $79.99
SALE $59.99 MSrP: $79.99 SALE $69.99 SALE $59.99
Barnes Har.vester Gamehide Durango Boots
Centerfire :
A iti Technical Apparel 30% OFF
mmunition 20% OFF all western and outdoor

Take an extra

$5.00 OFF
per box at checkout.

all jackets, bibs, vests,
and layering pieces.

work styles.

OPEN THANKSGIVING DAY ¢ 10AM-2PM

All items limited quantities. While supplies last. Not responsible for typographical errors. Sales prices good thru Friday 11/27.

oy

- Recelve
&) 20% Back

on purchase price of
Remlng’ron Centerfire Rifle and Handgun
Ammo with manufacturers rebate. *

*See dealer/manufacturer for details.

o

Get Up To $50 Back
with mail in rebate on
Federol Cen’rerflre Ammo*

*See oler/monufoo‘rurér for details.

Get Up To $100 &
Factory Mail-In Rebate -
with select Winchester and
Browning Centerfire Rifles*

o

*See dealer/manufacturer for details.

Purchase Any New
Sig Sauer e

Handgun and &

Receive FREE

a Sig Bag, Hat and one
box of Sig ammo.

Purchase any Vortex Rifle
Scope or Optic Platform
and Receive a FREE
Vortex Hat
(a $29.99 value)

L

TenPoint & Wicked
Ridge Crossbows

10% OFF MSRP

on all in-stock
crossbow
packages
and setups.

HOURS: MON-THURS 10-6 * FRI 10-8 » SAT 10-5 « SUN 10-2
MAURERSTRADINGPOSTINC.COM ¢+ 814-437-9570
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Hunting season safety tips

Hunting is a popular pastime across
North America. The U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service (FWS) reports there were
14.4 million hunters across the United
Statesin 2022, noting those hunters spent
atotal of $42.5 billion. According to Sta-
tistics Canada, Canadians spent $678.6
million in the second quarter of 2023 on
hunting, fishing and camping equipment.
TheB.C. Wildlife Federation found there
were 1.27 million hunters in Canada in
2019.

Hunting is a popular way to enjoy the
outdoors and is a carefully monitored ac-
tivity that placesstrict limits on game col-
lected. Safety protocols must befollowed
when hunting. The following guidelines
can help hunters and non-hunters remain
safe.

Ensure you can be seen

Visibility is essential during hunting
season. Wearing blaze orange can help
minimize the chances of anyone being
mistaken for game animals. Deer are
not color-blind, but they lack the ability
to distinguish colors like red and orange
from green and brown, says the Massa-
chusetts Division of Fisheries and Wild-
life. Wearing blaze orange will not make
hunters stand out to deer, but it can make

them visible to other hunters.

Be safe in tree stands

Perching above the landscape can give
hunters a clear view of game below. Per-
manent tree stands are more likely to dete-
riorate over time due to the wesather; hunt-
ers should use temporary tree stands only
for the season. Fals tend to be the most
common cause of injuries, notes the Mayo
Clinic Health Systems. Hunters should pay
attention to their surroundings to avoid be-
ing startled by animalswhilein tree stands.
Also, checking equipment and using safe-
ty belts can help prevent falls. The average
fall from atree stand is 15 feet.

Acknowledge your own
physical limitations

Activities inherent to hunting, which
include walking over rough terrain, car-
rying and shooting a rifle and dragging
an animal carcass push the body to work
harder. This may increase the risk of
heart attack in people unaccustomed to
strenuous exercise. Take frequent breaks,
and hunters may want to go out in pairs
so that someone can call for help or ad-
minister first aid or CPR, if necessary.

See SAFETY, Page 5

JUTLET FIREARMS

Sunday

Continued from Page 2

The AP zoneis set aside from the rest
of Pennsylvania because it is where the
bulk of the Atlantic Population of migra-
tory Canadas pass through the state as
they migrate South each fall.

That migratory population tends to be
more volatile than the resident flock, and
so hunting season lengths and bag limits
fluctuate more in the AP zone.

For this hunting year, the daily bag
limit on geese in the AP zone will climb
from one bird per day to three, and the
season will run from Nov. 21-27 and
Dec. 4-Jan. 18.

That's an increase in both hunting
days and the daily limit as a result of a
strong population of migratory Atlantic
Population geese.

More small game hunting

Small game hunting seasons for squir-
rels, ruffed grouse, rabbits, pheasants,
quail and groundhogs will remain open

r %
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r“GGODyYEAR
< GETUPTO $J. OO BACK

. onasetof4 select GOODYEAR® tires. §

during the firearms deer season.

In the past, hunting seasons for all
these animal's stopped during deer season.

Game Commission officials last year
said the move to keep small game ani-
malsin season for deer hunters was made
simply to offer the opportunity to take
more and different game while hunters
are aready afield anyway.

Antlerless licenses

It's open season on antlerless deer li-
censes.

Hunters in most Wildlife Manage-
ment Units can now buy as many as they
need to get to apersonal limit of six.

Hunters who hold the personal limit of
tags can buy more tags wherever they are
available as they harvest deer and fill the
tags they currently hold.

The only restriction is they can never
hold more tags than the personal limit of
six or 15.

Pennsylvania's archery deer season
opened Sept. 19 in WMUs 5C, 5D and
2B.

In the rest of the state, the season
opened Oct. 3.

when you use y ur'Gﬁ 3YEAR
GET$7O BACK

on aset of 4 select COOPER® tlres

PLUS UP TO 7 O

when you use your GOODYEAR® Credit Card.
By online or mail-in rebates. Offer good 9/1/26 thru 11/30/26. See dealer for details.

-§:~ , .:
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“Where The Guys Are Great And The Service Is Better”
www.tiresinfranklin.com

Tire Shop: Mon. - Fri. 8am to 5pm

Closed Sat. & Sun « 814-432-8016

4 BAY TIRE SHOP & SHOWROOM « WAITING ROOM FOR
CUSTOMERS WITH IN FLOOR HEAT AND AIR CONDITIONING
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Safety

Continued from Page 4

b e

THE ULTIMATE
MOWING
EXPERIENCE.

XT1® LT46

LAWN TRACTOR

XT1® LT42

LAWN TRACTOR

e 547cc Cub Cadet® single
OHV engine w/

IntelliPower™ engine
e 42" twin-blade stamped e 46" stamped
deck deck

« Tuff Torg® foot-controlled
hydrostatic transmission

(TL-200) (TL-200)

ror FuLL PropucT specs € Ciadlelr visiT cuscaer.com

HETRICKS

e 22 HP! Kohler® 7000
Series V-Twin OHV

 Tuff Torg® foot-controlled
hydrostatic transmission

Dress accordingly

In addition to wearing blaze orange,
hunters should be dressed for the weath-
er to avoid frosthite and hypothermia.

XT1® LT50

LAWN TRACTOR

o 24 HP' Kohler® 7000

Series V-Twin OHV

engine

50"

AeroForce™ fabricated

triple-blade deck

« Tuff Torq® foot-controlled
hydrostatic transmission
(K46)

« Optimized steering
system with 16" turning
radius

twin-blade o

Hetricks Farm Supply, Inc.
772 Olean Trail
New Bethlehem, PA 16242
(814) 275-3507

testrictions apply. Kohles® is @ registersd brademark of Kobler Co:
© 2005 Cab Cadt

*Acual retail prices ane set by dealer and may vary, Tanes are adéiional and vary by bocabion: Freight and POl charges may be adéifional and vary by deales. Modets subject fo Bmiled availability. Images may not reflect dealer inventory
andior eoit specifications. As cated by Kobder, all power Jevels are stated in pross borsegower 21 3600 RPM per SAE 11340 a5 rated by engine manufactrer. **See eperator’s manual for wamanty details and information, Certain

Layering clothing can be helpful, as
layers can be taken off or added to stay
comfortable.

Be sure of your target

The FWS advises certifying a target
before taking a shot. This can help en-
sure people, pets or other animals are not
in the line of fire.

Recognize hunting
seasons and lands

Non-hunters must practice safety
during hunting season as well, even if
they are not participating. FWS advises
nature lovers to learn where and when
hunting is taking place and plan recre-
ational activities based on this informa-
tion. Staying out of designated hunting
areas is essential. It's also important for

non-hunters to choose bright clothing to
be visible when in the woods. A brightly
colored bandana or piece of fabric tied
around a dog’'s neck will help to protect
the animal. Sticking to trails also im-
proves the safety of the public and will
reduce the likelihood of entering desig-
nated hunting areas.

Treat every firearm
as if it is loaded

Hunters should treat every firearm
as if it is loaded. The muzzle should be
pointed in a safe direction, and the only
time a finger should be on the trigger is
when one is ready to shoot. Never as-
sume afirearm is unloaded.

Fall is prime season for hunting, and
hunters and non-hunters can benefit from
arefresher course in hunting safety.

|

-

814-

ROUTE 66 LEEPER

LIVESTOCK CUT' DATES AVAILABLE
VACCUM SEALING: e

221-2806

SMOKED PRODUGTS




6 — THE DERRICK. - The News-Herald - Whitetail Deer Hunting — Tuesday, November 10, 2026

BIG GAME

Deer — Archery (statewide):
Nov. 10-20, Dec. 26-Jan. 24 2027
1 antlered per license year; 1 antlerless with valid tag

Deer —Regular Firearms:
Nov. 28-Dec. 13
1 antlered per license year; 1 antlerless per valid tag

Deer — Flintlock:

Dec. 26-Jan. 24, 2027

1 antlered per license year; 1 antlerless with general license tag
or valid antlerlesstag

Black Bear — Regular Firearms:
Nov. 21-24
1 per license year

Turkey (Fall —Maleor Female):
(WMUs 1A, 2G, 3A, 4A, 4B, 4D)

Oct. 31-Nov. 15; 1 per season

(WMUs 2A, 2F, 3B, 3C)

Oct. 31-Nov. 15; Nov. 25-27; 1 per season
(WMUs 2B, 2C, 2D, 2E)

Oct. 31-Nov. 20; Nov. 25-27; 1 per season

Small game

Squirrel (red, gray, black, fox combined):
Nov. 10-Dec. 24; Dec. 26—Feb. 28; Daily: 6 | Season limit: 18

Ruffed Grouse:

Nov. 10-Dec. 24; Daily: 2 | Season limit: 6

Cottontail Rabbit:

Nov. 10-Dec. 24; Dec. 26-Feb. 28; Daily: 4 | Season limit: 12

Ring-necked Pheasant:
Nov. 10-Dec. 24; Dec. 26—Feb. 28; Daily: 2 | Season limit: 6

Bobwhite Quail:
Nov. 10-Dec. 24; Dec. 26-March 31; No limit

Snowshoe/ Varying Hare:
Dec. 26-3; Daily: 1| Season limit: 3

/ unting Season & Bag Lim

v/ »
L HOPPY S
OUTDOOR SPORTING GOODS

Large Selection of Guns, Gear
and Ammo in Stock

Muzzleloader & Black Powder
Rifle Cases e Safety Vests

118 Diamond St, Titusville
814-758-2006

Camden@hoppys-usa.com -
Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-2 B

Woodchuck (Groundhog):
Nov. 10-Dec. 24; Dec. 26—-June 30; No limit

Crow:
Nov. 10-March 21; Thurs.—Sun. only; No limit

Furbearers (hunting)

Coyote:
Y ear-round; No limit

Opossum:
Y ear-round, subject to firearms deer restrictions; No limit

Striped Skunk:
Y ear-round, subject to firearms deer restrictions; No limit

Weasel:
Y ear-round, subject to firearms deer restrictions; No limit

Fox:
Nov. 10-Feb. 21; No limit

Raccoon:
Nov. 10-Feb. 21; No limit

Bobcat: (designated WMUS)
Jan. 9—Feb. 3; 1 per license year

Por cupine:
Nov. 10-27; Dec. 14-24; Dec. 26-Jan. 31; Daily: 3| Season limit: 10

Member

FDI@%
000

fun-bank.com

¢4\ FIRST UNITED

% NATIONAL BANK
The FUN Bank!
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2026 TACOMA igaeE s

AS LOW AS * - LEASE AN SREFOR™ > S
_ % ' $3 7 9 For 39
’ Months?

APR | ¥ - 1st PAYMENT DUE AT SIGNING
D OW N B TA)(,_T_ITLE, LICENSE, AND DEALER DOC FEE OF $420
-

s Yl
B i e

ool

CHECK OUT THESE HARD-TO-FIND
~ 4RUNNERS; AVAILABLE NOW!

ALLEGHENYTOYOTAPA.COM

'0% APR FIRANCING UP TO 36 MONTHS ON TACOMA (EXCLUDES TRO PRO AND TRAILHUNTER MODELS] AVAILABLE T0 WELL QUALIFIED BUYERS THROUGH TOYOTA FINANCIAL SER\ICES. 36 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF $27.78 AT 0% FOR EACH § 1000 BORROWED. RESTRICTIONS APPLY. SEE DEALER FOR MAXIMUM AMOUNT WHICH CAN BE FINANCED AT ADVERTISED APR. NOT ALL BUYERS WILL
QUALIFY. * DUE AT SIGNING INCLUDES FIRST $379 PAYMENT AND NO SECURITY DEPOSIT. DOES NOT IKCLUDE $350 DISPOSITION FEE DUE AT LEASE ENO. EXAMPLE BASED ON 2026 TACOMA SRS MODEL 7540 TATAL SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE (TSRP) 542,749 AND NET CAPITALIZED COST, WHICH MAY VARY BY DEALER, OF S40,64 1. TSRP IN EXAMPLE INCLUDES 51,745 IN DELIVERY, PROCESSING
D HANDLING FEES. CAMTALIZED COST IN EXAMPLEANCLUDES $750 ACOUISITION FEE AND ASSUMES DEALER PARTICIPATION. LEASE OFFER INCLUDES APPLICATION OF 5500 LEASE CASH INCENTIVE FROM TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES. YOUR PAYMENT TERMS MAY VARY BASED ON FINAL NEGOTIATED PRICE. OFFER AVAILABLE TO WELL QUALIFIED CUSTOMERS FROM TOYOTA FINANCIAL
SERVICES, CUSTOMER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR EXCESSIVE WEAR AND EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGES OF S. 15 PER MILE N EXCESS OF 32,500 MILES. NOT ALL CUSTOMERS WILL.QUALIFY, ALL DFFERS: MUST TAKE RETAIL DELIVERY FROM NEW DEALER STOCK BY 11.30.26; SUBJECT T0 VEHICLE AVAILABILITY, DEALER FEES ARE EXTRA. VARY BY DEALER. AND DEALER SETS FINAL PRICE. OFFER MAY NOT

BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS UNLESS SPECIFIED OTHERWISE. VEHICLE SHOWN MAY BE PROTOTYPE AND/OR SHOWN WITH OPTIONS. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. DFFERS ERD 11.30.26.
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Cracksin your scent control plan deer can smell

A deer’s sense of smell isits primary
line of defense, so success on a deer hunt
often means keeping a low odor profile
while deer are nearby. Wasit luck, or did
you have a scent-control plan?

Many hunters use scent-control mea-
sures, but those who consistently bring
home deer rely on multiple methods to
limit their odor every timethey hunt. This
means devel oping habits rather than rely-
ing on one commercia product or tactic.
It's especially important for archery and
traditional firearm hunters who need to
get closer to their targets.

While no single action completely
blocks human scent, experienced hunters
often develop effective routines through
years of trial and error.

Here are 11 scent-control rules| try not
to break. Based on nearly 40 years of field
experience, college degrees in deer biolo-
gy and advice from fellow hunters, these
are drategies that have helped me harvest

plenty of deer. Some may already be part of
your routine, but others might surprise you.

DON'’T wear hunting clothes
while driving to hunt

| hunt mostly private land, with some
properties requiring a 20-minute drive.
Even for short trips, | prefer traveling in

s A 4 B
i S e TV

everyday clothes and getting dressed at
the tailgate with the vehicle turned off to
avoid exhaust odors.

If it sextremely cold, I'll wear my un-
derlayers from home but save the outer
clothing for the field. Trucks collect ev-
eryday smells from food, pets and pas-
sengers, and there’s no reason to carry
those odors into the woods.

DON'T make a pit stop

It' swell-known that pumping gas before
hunting is a bad idea. Its strong odor can
cling to your hands and fingers, even after
washing. | take that astep further by saving
all non-hunting errands for after the hunt.

Buy - Sell
Trade

Gunsmith
~Service

Appraisals

41445 St. HWY 27 e Titusville ¢ 814-775-0688

Open: Mon 8am-4pm ¢ Tues, Wed & Sat 10am-4pm ¢ Thurs & Fri 10am-6pm

Even a quick trip into a grocery or
hardware store can expose you to unfa-
miliar odors. My wife can often tell hours
later if I’ve been inside a particular con-
venience store just by my scent. If she
can smell it, deer certainly can, too.

DON'T store clothes where they
can absorb off-putting odor

| keep my hunting clothesin dedicated
containers to minimize exposure to un-
natural odors. Purpose-built storage bags
work well, but standard rubber storage
bins are another option. | allow contain-
ersto air out before use, sometimes leav-
ing them outdoors for months.

Y ou can also add evergreen branches,
crushed acorns, wild herbs or forest-floor
leaf litter to a mesh bag with your gear
during the season. My bins stay in the
basement, with a separate bag for trans-
porting clothes. Some hunters use ce-
dar-lined closetsor even bury their clothes
to absorb the smell of dirt. The goal isto
keep human-related odors away.

DON'T use scented
detergent or body wash

Wash camouflage outer layers with
scent-free detergent before and occasion-
aly during the season, as well as before
storing them for the year. | wash base
layers and clothing worn against my skin

after every hunt, but jackets and vests can
usualy go severa hunts between wash-
es. If field-dressing a deer doesn’t leave
amess, | sometimes leave my outerwear
unwashed since that natural odor may
help on the next hunt.

Be cautious of laundry products con-
taining UV brighteners, such as stilbene or
biphenyl derivatives, which can affect what
deer see. Always read labels and consider
products specifically designed for hunters.

Body odor matters, too. Use scent-
free soap or body wash when showering
a few hours before hunting. | no longer
feel the need to shower immediately be-
fore heading out unless I’ ve been sweat-
ing. If I'm clean, I’m ready to hunt.

DON'T forget scent control
for hunting accessories

Washing hunting clothesisn’t enough
if your accessories carry odors. Consid-
er items like binocular straps, hunting
packs and belts. My binocular strap gets
used for family vacations, work trips and
scouting, so it collects sweat and every-
day smells. A colleague recommended
soaking and hand-washing it before hunt-
ing season and a few times throughout.

The same goes for hunting belts and
safety harnesses. Use washable materials
when possible, and consider keeping sep-
arate equipment for scouting and hunting.

DON'T resist changing
out of sweaty clothes

If you have along walk to your stand and
sweet through your underlayers, don't sm-
ply st down and start hunting. Pack fresh
clothing and change when necessary, in-
cluding your baselayer, hat, socksor gloves.

Fresh sweat is mostly odorless, but
bacteriaon your skin break down sweat’s
fatty acids and proteins, producing no-
ticeable odor within about 30 minutes.
Sweaty clothes quickly become smelly
clothes.

See SCENTS, Page 9

TS

D.J. Van Zandt
taxidermist

Rocky Grove

ELIKE

ARIDERMY

PROFESSIONAL QUALITY
MOUNTS & RUGS

FROM SMALL GAME & BIRDS
TO LARGE TROPHY GAME.

We Are Now a CWD Approved Cooperator.

,I _ 510 Kennerdell St.,

lifeliketaxidermypa.com

814432 4142



Tuesday, November 10, 2026 — THE DERRICK. - The News-Herald - Whitetail Deer Hunting— 9

Scents

Continued from Page 8

To prevent sweating, dress lightly,
pack outer layers, wear breathable tech-
nical clothing and allow plenty of timeto
walk slowly to your location.

DON'T use everyday footwear

Although everyday sneakers or hiking
boots can work, dedicated hunting boots
help minimize the odors you carry into
the woods. Rubber is especially useful

because it doesn’t absorb human scent
like leather or fabric.

I’ve worn knee-high rubber hunting
boots for nearly 25 years, including insu-
lated and uninsulated pairs. They’'re easy
to clean, low-maintenance and versatile
for crossing shallow creeks or walking
through tall grass. Their height also helps
prevent scent from brushing off your
lower legs.

The downside is that rubber boots
can puncture easily and offer less ankle
support than hiking-style boots. Choose
footwear that provides the support and
protection needed for your terrain.

DON'T (over)use scents

Cover scents attempt to mask human
odor, while attractants mimic food, terri-
torial or reproductive smellsto draw deer
into an area. Although many hunters use
them, | generally don’t.

I’ve experienced success with attrac-
tants, including my first solo buck as a
teenager. | used a drag rope coated with
commercial doe urine, and the buck ar-
rived shortly after | reached my stand. It's
still one of my favorite hunting memories.

However, I've also seen these prod-
ucts backfire, with deer becoming alert

SALES EVENT

2026 JEEP WRANGLER
4 DOOR SPORT #9748
MSRP $51,870

2026 RAM 1500
CREW CAB 4X4
MSRP $57,475

GRIFFIN MATORS

an,. [f
wsee Jeep BEFINSN @ coceuy

THE BIG FINISH
SALES EVENT

EMPLOYEE PRICING FOR ALL

EMPLOYEE PRICE $46,290 incuuoes Resares & o Fee

EMPLOYEE PRICE $49,194 incuuoes Resares & poc Fee

EMPLOYEE PRICE $47,276 incLupes pocFee

S AWD #K4285
MSRP $39,210

MSRP $53,845

AWD #K4214
MSRP $35,215
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and fleeing after catching a scent. Be-
cause of those experiences, | no longer
use either method.

If scents consistently work for you,
follow the directions and apply small
amounts. Also, remember that natural deer
urine products are illegal in many states
because of disease-transmission risks, so
synthetic alternatives may be necessary.

DON’T eat smelly foods
prior to hunting

Twowords: garlic breath. Enough said.

DON'’T overlook scent
control for access

Avoid touching unnecessary vegeta-
tion while walking to your stand, since
it can leave scent behind. At the same
time, choose concealed routes that keep
you out of sight, especially when deer are
active or bedded nearby.

Planning ahead may mean clearing a
footpath with a chainsaw, brush saw or
garden shears while leaving enough veg-
etation for visual cover.

Use natural terrain to your advantage.
Ditches, creeks, hillside benches, rocky
shelvesand bluffs can conceal your move-
ment. | especialy like walking through
shallow creeks because | believe it helps
minimize the scent trail | leave behind.

DON'’T ignore wind and
thermals...most of the time

Wind can beyour best friend or worst en-
emy when hunting whitetails. Experienced
hunters often agree that keeping the wind
in your face is one of the most important
tactics when targeting mature bucks. This
includes considering thermas and wind di-
rection when planning access routes.

| generally avoid hunting a stand un-
less the wind is favorable, especialy
during early and late seasons. If condi-
tions change unexpectedly, | may move
locations or adjust my access route. A
real-time wind indicator is more reliable
than simply checking a weather app.

However, | make exceptions. During
peak rut, deer movement becomes more
unpredictable, so I'm sometimes less con-
cerned about wind direction. | aso take
fewer precautions in dense cover where
deer can approach from multiple directions.
Other exceptionsinclude opening weekend,
periods of heavy hunting pressure, long-
range rifle hunting and enclosed blinds.

Wind direction is important, but don’t
stay out of thewoods simply becauseideal
conditions aren’t available. Prepare multi-
ple stands for different wind directions or
use a mobile setup when possible. Some-
times, you just have to know when to set
aside the scent-control plan and hunt.

| don’t claim to be the best deer hunt-
er around, and there's always something
new to learn!

Matt Ross of Saratoga Springs,
New York, is a certified wildlife
biologist and licensed forester and
NDA’s Director of Conservation
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Field to fork: Safe hancllmg tips for venison

Safety of home preserved venison be-
gins as soon as the animal is killed and
continues throughout the preservation
process.

Food safety

Safe preservation of venison begins
in the field. Avoid contamination of the
meat while dressing, handling and trans-
porting it. Field dress the deer as soon as
possible.

Quickly cool the carcassto 35 F to 40
F. Transport the carcass to a processing
facility as soon as possible; keep it cool
during transport.

Practice cleanliness; wash your hands,
knife and cutting boards frequently with
warm, soapy water.

In Pennsylvania, chronic wasting dis-
ease (CWD) is a concern. The Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission provides infor-
mation for hunters about this disease and
recommendations for the safe harvesting
of animals.

In general, the recommendation is to
avoid eating the eyes, brain, spinal cord,
spleen, tonsilsor lymph nodes of any deer.

Freezing venison

hunters may be interested in preservation
methods for venison, bear or other game
that doesn’t involve freezing or drying.
Catherine Cuitter, professor of food
science at Penn State, suggests freezing
venison, the easiest preservation method.
Cut and package into meal-size por-
tions. Wrap the meat tightly in heavily

waxed paper, freezer wrap, heavy-duty
auminum foil, or plastic freezer storage
bags.

Remove dl the air from the bag or
wrap before sealing. Space packages in
the freezer to allow proper air circulation
so that the meat freezes quickly.

After packages are solidly frozen,

restack them to save space. Properly
wrapped venison can be stored in the
freezer for nine to 12 months.

Do not refreeze thawed products to
avoid quality deterioration. Thaw all
frozen meats in the refrigerator or micro-
wave and use immediately.

Cook venison, including jerky, to a
minimum internal temperature of 160 F
to reduce the risk of food-borne illness.

Ground venison

Ground venison may be canned, al-
though freezing gives a higher quality
product.

Add one part high-quality pork fat to
three or four parts venison before grind-
ing. Shape the ground meat into patties
or balls and cook until lightly browned.
It may also be sautéed without shaping.

Remove excess fat. Pack hot meat
loosely into hot jars, cover with liquid,
and process the same as for ground meat.

Fresh venison

Venison that you plan to use fresh
must be refrigerated and used within
two or three days. Marinate al meats
in the refrigerator and not at room tem-
perature.
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Wild gamerecipestotry for thisyear’s harvest

Fried venison backstrap

1 (2-pound) venison backstrap, cut
into 1/4-inch thick slices

2-1/2 cups milk, divided

2 tablespoons hot pepper sauce

3 cups vegetable ail for frying

3 cups flour

2 tablespoons salt

1 tablespoon ground black pepper

2 eggs

Place venison dices into a shallow
bowl and pour in 2 cups milk and hot
sauce. Stir to coat; then cover and mar-
inate for 1 hour.

Heat vegetable ail in an electric fryer
or skillet to 325 F. Set up adredging sta-
tion. Stir together flour, salt and pepper
in a shallow bowl. Whisk eggs and re-
maining 1/2 cup milk together in a sepa-
rate shallow bowl.

Dip venison dlices into the flour mix-
ture, then into the egg mixture, then back
into the flour mixture. Shake off excess
flour.

Fry in the hot oil until lightly browned
on each side, about 3 minutes. Remove
with tongs and drain briefly on paper
towels before serving.

Venison stew Venison curry

1-1/2 pounds cubed venison

1 large onion, chopped

3 garlic cloves, minced

3 tablespoons olive oil

2 cans diced tomatoes, drained

1 tablespoon Thai red curry paste
1 tablespoon curry powder

1 teaspoon turmeric

2 tablespoons ail

2 pounds venison stew meat

3 large onions, coarsely chopped

2 garlic cloves, crushed

7 potatoes, peeled and quartered

1 pound carrots, cut in 1-inch pieces
1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce

1 bay leaf 1 teaspoon chili powder
1 teaspoon dried oregano 1 teaspoon cumin
1 tablespoon salt IZ:'zS%UPS bee; bfol'igl
r inach or kale

é ::ia;s\?vog epr)epper 1/2to ipcup_ coconut milk o
1/ cup flour ~Brown venison, onion and garlic in

olive oil. Add tomatoes, spices and beef
1/4 cup cold water broth. Simmer for 45 minutes to 1 hour

Heat oil in Dutch oven. Brown
meat. Add onions, garlic, Worcester-
shire sauce, bay leaf, oregano, salt,
pepper and water. Simmer, covered,
1-1/2 to 2 hours or until meat is ten-

or until meat is tender and liquid has
thickened. Add fresh spinach or kale and
cook until soft. Stir in coconut milk be-
fore serving. Serve over rice.

der. Add potatoes and carrots. Contin-
ue to cook until vegetables are tender,
about 30 to 45 minutes. Mix flour and
cold water. Stir into stew. Cook and
stir until thickened and bubbly. Re-

Slow cooker venison roast

3 pounds bonel ess venison roast

1 large onion, sliced

1 tablespoon soy sauce

1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce

move bay leaf.
Yields 8 to 10 servings.

1 tablespoon garlic salt
1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper
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oo
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1 (1-ounce) package dry onion soup
mix

1 (10.75-ounce) can condensed cream
of mushroom soup

Clean venison roast and place in a
slow cooker. Cover with onion dlices,
then sprinkle with soy sauce, Worcester-
shire sauce, garlic salt and pepper. Stir
onion soup mix and condensed soup to-
gether in asmall bowl. Pour mixture over
venison. Cover and cook on low setting

for 6 hours.

Bulk venison breakfast sausage

6 pounds ground venison

2 pounds ground pork

1/4 cup sugar-based curing mixture

1/4 cup packed brown sugar

3 tablespoons dried sage

1 tablespoon crushed red pepper flakes

1 tablespoon fresh-ground black pepper

Place venison and pork in avery large
bowl or plastic tub; sprinkle with curing
mixture, sugar, sage, red pepper flakes
and black pepper. Mix well until evenly
combined.

Divide into 1-pound portions and
freeze.

SPORTSMEN
OUTFITTERS INC

1KNOX PA
814 797 5253

"?- STORE HOURS:#
Nait"s"zﬂ 5: 9“5 _

h ksglvmg:N “26
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Pa. officials detail new CWD rulesfor hunters

The Pennsylvania Game Commission
isalerting deer hunters to updated chron-
ic wasting disease regulations for the
2026-27 hunting seasons, implementing
changes designed to mitigate risks relat-
ed to the fatal animal disease.

The revised regulations include
shifting how hunters must handle deer
carcasses statewide. Hunters can now
transport harvested deer and their parts
between locations, but must dispose of
high-risk deer parts through commercial
trash services. Previoudly, transportation
of these parts outside of an established
Disease Management Area was prohib-
ited.

High-risk parts may remain at the har-
vest site, but any parts moved from that
location must be discarded in the trash.

“If high-risk deer parts are disposed
of in the trash stream, it eliminates the
possibility they will introduce CWD to
anew area, and otherwise limits the dis-
ease’s spread,” Andrea Korman, Game
Commission section supervisor for
chronic wasting disease, said in a news
release Wednesday. “ That’s the real key,
making sure that al high-risk parts, from
deer harvested everywherein Pennsylva-
nia, are disposed in a safe manner.”

The agency reported four new CWD
positive detections. Three cases were
found in captive facilitiesin Butler, War-
ren and Lycoming counties, while one
case was detected in aroad-killed deer in
Pringle Borough, Luzerne County.

Geographic spread of the disease re-
mains a concern.

“We had a few positive captive facil-
ities that were new this year. So one in
Butler County, Warren County and Ly-
coming County,” Korman told the Board
of Game Commissioners at its meeting
Sept. 25. “We also had a new free-rang-
ing roadkill detection that wasin Luzerne
County. And that was a little over 20
miles from any other wild detection that
we have had.”

Korman told commissionersthat while

the agency detected 487 positive cases
in the 2025 season compared to 530 in
2024, the prevalence rate in south-central
Pennsylvania’'s Wildlife Management
Unit 4A has risen significantly.

“While we may have had fewer detec-
tions than the previous year, prevalence
in 4A has continued to increase. It was
41%, is now 46% in adult, hunter-har-
vested deer in 4A,” Korman said during
her presentation.

The decline in total detections may be
misleading, Korman explained, as sam-
ples from the high-prevalence 4A area
have been declining each year, potential-
ly masking the disease's growing foot-
hold in that region.

Statewide, the agency tested 13,909
samples during the 2025 season, nearly
identical to the 13,927 samples tested in
2024. Of those samples, approximately
8,500 came from hunter harvest, with
over 5,000 voluntarily submitted by
hunters to collection bins and more than
3,300 collected from processors during
annual deer aging activities. Another
4,800 samples came from roadkill, and
just over 500 came from other sources
including sick deer reports.

In response to the evolving situation,
the Game Commission's regulatory
changes for CWD move beyond Dis-
ease Management Area boundaries that
“were becoming very large, complex and
changing every year,” according to Kor-
man.

“Changes were made to essentially
eliminate those boundaries and keep the
regulations, but just apply them at differ-
ent scales,” she explained.

The most significant change involves
high-risk deer parts — including brains,
spinal cords and lymph nodes — which
contain extremely high concentrations of
infectious prions.

“A rice-size piece of brain can have
70,000 or more infectious doses,” Kor-
man noted.

The Game Commission’s release this

WPC PRESERVES

Waestern Pennsylvania
Conservancy

/-__,/_\

WaterLandLife.org/

explore-our-preserves

week on CWD updates reminds hunters
that urine-based attractants derived from
deer and other cervids are legal in out-
door settings, following a 2025 state law
change that lifted a ban on their use.

Feeding bans, previously applied at
the Disease Management Area level,
now operate at the county-township lev-
el, making them easier to communicate
to non-hunters who may be unfamiliar
with wildlife management unit boundar-
ies.

Deer rehabilitation is now restricted to
the wildlife management unit level in ar-
eas with free-ranging positive detections.

The agency is also expanding access
to testing through a devel oping self-sam-
pling kit program. Free testing through
head collection bins also remains avail-
able in areas with CWD detections.
Hunters can submit samples and check
results online.

“Every year people ask us how to get
adeer tested if they don’t live near ahead
bin,” Korman said.

The program, now in its fourth year
of development, provides hunters select-
ed by the Game Commission with free
kits containing materials and prepaid
shipping envelopes to collect and submit
lymph node samples.

“Everything, the kit, materials, ship-
ping would all remain free to the hunter.
This program also has the potential to
shorten turnaround time,” Korman told
COmmMissioners.

The pilot program has seen steady
growth. This year, the agency contacted
750 hunters per county and received over
5,300 kit requests— exceeding initial es-
timates of 5,025 due to media attention.

“As long as things keep going well,
our hope is that within the next year or
two, we'll be able to make this available
statewide,” Korman said.

The agency is aso planning sampling
workshops this fall to teach hunters and
processors how to collect samples and
use the kits, with attendees expected to
serve as ambassadors to their hunting
communities.

Chronic wasting disease affects deer,
elk, moose and caribou. It was first de-
tected in 1967 in Colorado and con-
firmed to have spread east of the Missis-
sippi River in 2002.

The disease hasn’t been shown to in-
fect people, according tothe U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention. Sci-
entists continue to study whether having
contact with or eating meat from infected
animals could affect people.
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Understanding whltetalled deer behavior and habits

For generations, the white-tailed deer
has held a central place in the hearts of
American hunters. More than just agame
animal, the whitetail is a symbol of the
wild — elusive, adaptable, and full of
mystery. For hunters, successin the field
often hinges on one key factor: under-
standing deer behavior.

Whether you're a seasoned whitetail
hunter or just stepping into the woods
for your first season, learning how deer
think, move, and react to their environ-
ment is essential. In this article, we'll
explore the most important aspects of
white-tailed deer behavior that directly
influence hunting strategies.

The whitetail’s survival toolkit

White-tailed deer thrive in a wide
variety of habitats, from thick southern
swamps to northern hardwood forests
and the prairies in between. Their ability
to adapt has made them the most abun-
dant big-game animal in North America.

At the core of a whitetail’s behav-
ior isitsinstinct for survival. They rely
heavily on keen senses of smell, hearing,
and vision — but smell istheir strongest
defense. A deer’s nose can detect human
scent from hundreds of yards away, and
they're quick to react to odors that seem
out of place. For hunters, this means
scent control and wind direction are
non-negotiable.

Deer aso rely on memory and pattern
recognition. They learn from past en-
counters, remember where food and wa-
ter are found, and avoid areas where they
sense danger. Breaking through their
survival instincts requires understanding
how they use their environment on a dai-
ly basis.

Seasonal shifts in behavior

One of the most fascinating aspects
of white-tailed deer behavior is how dra-
matically it changes with the seasons.
Each period of the year influences their
priorities— and therefore their patterns.

Early season
(Late summer to early fall)

Intheearly season, deer arefocused on
food. Bucks are still in bachelor groups,
their antlers freshly hardened after shed-
ding velvet. They frequent feeding areas
such as agricultural fields, food plots, or
mast-producing trees. Early season hunts
often succeed by targeting these predict-
able feeding-to-bedding travel routes.

Pre-rut (Mid to late fall)

As daylight shortens and testosterone
rises, bucks become more restless. They
begin sparring to establish dominance,
make rubs on trees to mark territory,
and lay down scrapes as communication
hubs. Thisisthe time when scouting pays
off. Locating fresh rub lines and scrapes
can reveal where bucks are spending
their time and how they’re preparing for
the rut.

Rut (peak breeding season)

Therut is the most anticipated time of
year for hunters — and for good reason.

Stock Up the Camp
GROCERIES-FRESH MEATS

HUNGRY HUNTERS?

HOT, FRESH PREPARED FOOD & SOUPS
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Main St., Polk

MAIN STREET MARKET -

814-432-5558

Bucks that were cautious and noctur-
nal weeks before suddenly move more
during daylight hours in search of re-
ceptive does. Their focus shifts almost
entirely to breeding, which makes them
more vulnerable to well-placed stands
near doe bedding areas or travel corri-
dors.

Post-rut and late season

After the rut, exhausted bucks re-
treat to recover, often becoming more
nocturnal again. As winter approach-
es, food becomes the main driver of
movement. Late-season hunting often
means targeting areas with the best
remaining food sources, whether it’s
standing crops, food plots, or remain-
ing acorns.

Daily patterns and core areas

Understanding daily routines is just
as important as knowing seasonal shifts.
Deer generally follow acycle of bedding,
feeding, and traveling.

Morning and evening movement:
White-tailed deer are crepuscular, mean-
ing they are most active around dawn
and dusk. This is why most hunters see
more deer during early and late hours of
the day.

Midday lulls — with exceptions:
While deer are less active at midday,
the rut can change that. Bucks may
cruise at any hour during peak breed-
ing periods.

Core bedding areas: Deer typical-
ly bed in areas that provide cover and
safety, often on ridges, thick brush,
or swamps where wind and thermals
help them detect predators. Mature
bucks, in particular, use small, hard-
to-access bedding areas close to food
or water.

Hunters who identify these core
areas — and set up carefully without

disturbing them — greatly increase
their chances of seeing deer.

Communication and signposting

Whitetails communicate through a
variety of visual and scent cues. Under-
standing these behaviors can give hunt-
ers an edge.

Rubs: When bucks strip bark from
trees with their antlers, they leave both
visual and scent markers. Rubs are
signs of territory, strength, and pres-
ence.

Scrapes. These are pawed areas on
the ground, often under a low-hanging
branch. Bucks deposit scent from their
forehead glands and use the overhanging
branch to leave scent from their preorbit-
al glands. Scrapes act as message boards
for local deer.

Vocalizations. While quieter than
other species, deer do communicate
through sounds. A doe bleat, a tending
grunt, or even the clash of antlers can
signal breeding activity. Hunters often
use calls and rattling to imitate these be-
haviors during the rut.

Pressure and adaptability

White-tailed deer areincredibly quick
to adapt to hunting pressure. In heavily
hunted areas, they become nocturnal,
change feeding times, or avoid certain
fields atogether. Mature bucks, in par-
ticular, are masters at detecting patterns.

Thisiswhy hunters benefit from:

Rotating stand locations: Avoid
overhunting a single spot.

Quiet entry and exit: Deer often pat-
tern hunters as much as hunters pattern
them.

Using natural cover: Blinds and
stands should blend into the environ-
ment.

Adjusting tactics mid-season: |If
pressure increases, deer will ater their
behavior — hunters should too.

Final thoughts

White-tailed deer hunting is as much
about understanding the animal as it is
about skill with a bow or rifle. Every
step a hunter takes — from choosing a
stand location to deciding when to hunt
— should be informed by deer behavior.

By paying attention to seasonal
changes, daily patterns, communication
signs, and their remarkable adaptability,
hunters can not only increase their suc-
cess in the field but also gain a deeper
appreciation for thisincredible species.

In the end, the whitetail challenges us
to be more than just hunters; it challeng-
es us to be students of nature. And with
every hour spent observing and learning,
we become not just better hunters, but
better stewards of the wild places that
sustain them.
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@E GO\ ATues®, Wed” & Fri. 9'am=6 pm, Sat. 9'am-3 pmaClosed{Sunday

PRICES PLUS TAX, TITLE & TAGS. SEE DEALER FOR REBATE DEAILS. ENDS 11/30/26.
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