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THE DAILY SCOREBOARD

Sports on TV
Wednesday, Jan. 21

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN’S)
7 p.m.

ACCN — Pittsburgh at Boston College
BTN — Maryland at Illinois
CBSSN — Murray St. at Drake
ESPN2 — Notre Dame at North Carolina
ESPNU — ETSU at Chattanooga
FS1 — Xavier at Creighton
PEACOCK — Georgetown at Villanova
SECN — Texas at Kentucky

9 p.m.
ACCN — Virginia Tech at Syracuse
BTN — Washington at Nebraska
CBSSN — Fresno St. at New Mexico
ESPNU — N. Iowa at Illinois St.
FS1 — Cincinnati at Arizona
PEACOCK — West Virginia at Arizona St.
SECN — Mississippi St. at Texas A&M

11 p.m.
BTN — Northwestern at Southern Cal
CBSSN — Oregon St. at Saint Mary’s (Calif.)
FS1 — San Diego St. at Grand Canyon

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMEN’S)
8 p.m.

PEACOCK — Marquette at St. John’s
GOLF
1 p.m.

GOLF — Korn Ferry Tour: The The Bahamas Great 
Abaco Classic, Final Round, The Abaco Club on 
Winding Bay, North Abaco, Bahamas

NBA BASKETBALL
7:10 p.m.

ESPN — Cleveland at Charlotte
9:35 p.m.

ESPN — Oklahoma City at Milwaukee
NHL HOCKEY

7 p.m.
TNT — Detroit at Toronto
TRUTV — Detroit at Toronto

9:30 p.m.
TNT — N.Y. Islanders at Seattle
TRUTV — N.Y. Islanders at Seattle
SNP —Pittsburgh at Calgary

SOCCER (MEN’S)
12:15 p.m.

FS2 — Saudi Pro League: Al Nassr at Damac FC
12:40 p.m.

CBSSN — UEFA Champions League: Atlético Ma-
drid at Galatasaray

2:55 p.m.
CBSSN — UEFA Champions League: PSV Eind-
hoven at Newcastle United

TENNIS
3 a.m.

ESPN2 — ATP/WTA: The Australian Open, Second 
Round, Melbourne, Australia

7 a.m.
TENNIS — ATP/WTA: The Australian Open, Second 
Round, Melbourne, Australia

9 p.m.
ESPN2 — ATP/WTA: The Australian Open, Second 
Round, Melbourne, Australia

NFL Playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 10

L.A. Rams 34, Carolina 31
Chicago 31, Green Bay 27

Sunday, Jan. 11
Buffalo 27, Jacksonville 24
San Francisco 23, Philadelphia 19
New England 16, L.A. Chargers 3

Monday, Jan. 12
Houston 30, Pittsburgh 6

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 17

Denver 33, Buffalo 30, OT
Seattle 41, San Francisco 6

Sunday, Jan. 18
New England 28, Houston 16
L.A. Rams 20, Chicago 17, OT

Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 25

AFC
New England at Denver, 3 p.m. (CBS/Paramount+)

NFC
L.A. Rams at Seattle, 6:30 p.m. (FOX)

Super Bowl LIX
Sunday, Feb. 8
At Santa Clara.

Conference Championships winners, 6:30 p.m. (NBC/
Peacock)

Sports Scene

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 21
BOYS BASKETBALL

A-C Valley at Keystone (6 p.m.)
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Redbank Valley at Moniteau (6 p.m.)
Keystone at Karns City (6 p.m.)

SCHOLASTIC WRESTLING
Franklin at Cambridge Springs (6 p.m.)
Maplewood at Cochranton (6 p.m.)
St. Marys at Redbank Valley (6 p.m.)
Titusville at Corry (6 p.m.)

THURSDAY, JAN. 22
BOYS BASKETBALL

Forest Area at Union (6 p.m.)
Clarion-Limestone at North Clarion (6 p.m.)
Cranberry at Moniteau (6 p.m.) 

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Titusville at Franklin (6 p.m.)
Oil City at Meadville (6 p.m.)
Maplewood at Rocky Grove (6 p.m.)
Moniteau at Cranberry (6 p.m.)
Union/A-C Valley vs. Forest Area at Tionesta (6 p.m.)
Cochranton at Cambridge Springs (6 p.m.)
Slippery Rock at Grove City (6 p.m.)

SCHOLASTIC SWIMMING
Franklin at Titusville (6 p.m.)
Sharon at Oil City (6 p.m.)

Local Bowling
K OF C MERCHANTS DUCKPIN

Standings — Shawgo Real Estate 10-2, Friedhaber’s 
5-7, Ultra Graph-X 5-7, Reinsel Funeral Home 4-8.
High game — Tyler Mild 172-163, Scott Kurschinske 
147, Tim Wolfgong 139.
High series — Mild 432, Kurschinske 398, Wolfgong 335.

Pool League Results
Oil City Club Pool League

Results from Jan. 18
Team results — VFW A def. Elks A 10-2, Eagles B 
def. Pulaski B 7-5,Eagles A def. Pulaski A 8-4, VFW 
B def. Elks B 11-1
Standings — VFW A 3-0, Eagles B 3-0, VFW B 2-1, 
Eagles A 2-1, Pulaski A 1-2. Elks A 0-2, Elks B 0-2, 
Pulaski B 0-3
Four Wins — Ricky Kimes, Mike Rehberg, dave Flee-
ger, Steve Carnes, Dean Foster, Skip Langston
Two Singles Wins — Gene Brown

NEW YORK (AP) — One more 
goal. That’s how close the U.S. was 
to beating Canada in the final at the 
2010 Vancouver Olympics before 
losing in overtime.

One more goal. That’s how close 
the U.S. was from tying Canada in 
the semifinals at the 2014 Sochi 
Olympics before losing 1-0.

One more goal. That’s how close 
the U.S. was to beating Canada in 
the final at the 4 Nations Face-Off a 
year ago before losing in overtime.

“Canada won, right?” U.S. center 
Jack Eichel said. “So, they’re obvi-
ously on top.”

Canada has won every major 
international men’s hockey tour-
nament featuring the NHL’s best 
players over the past 16 years, a run 
that includes the 2016 World Cup 
of Hockey. With Sidney Crosby, 
Connor McDavid, Nathan MacKin-
non and Cale Makar joining forces 
for the first time on the same sheet 
of ice, the nation known as the cra-

dle of the sport goes into the Milan 
Cortina Olympics next month as the 
gold medal favorite.

“It’s always been Canada,” long-
time U.S. star Patrick Kane said.

The U.S. has been closing ground 
for decades, and the 4 Nations put 
the border rivalry in the spotlight 
while ramping up expectations that 
the Games will be another showcase 
of North American dominance.

“The men haven’t been able to 
get over that hump and defeat Cana-
da and win a gold medal, and I think 
this is their best chance to do it,” 
said retired U.S. winger T.J. Oshie, 
whose shootout heroics against host 
Russia in Sochi is one of the most 
memorable Olympic moments in 
history. “This is the best U.S.A. 
team that I’ve seen. And if they can 
come together like they did in the 
4 Nations, I think that for the first 
time, I’d say it’s a pretty fair fight 
going into it.”

European powerhouses Sweden 

and Finland, the latter being the 
defending Olympic champion, will 
be in the mix, as could the Czechs 
or Germans. But in a tournament 
without the Russians, the U.S. and 
Canada look like the teams to beat. 
BetMGM Sportsbook set Canada as 
a 5-4 favorite, ahead of the U.S. at 
just over 2-1.

Canada won the 4 Nations on 
McDavid’s goal in Boston last Feb-
ruary and has the deepest, most tal-
ented forward group of any of the 
12 countries involved. That includes 
19-year-old Macklin Celebrini, who 
was on the couch cheering last Feb-
ruary while in awe of the quality of 
play on display.

“That was the best hockey I’ve 
ever watched,” Celebrini said. “Just 
the pace, the amount of skill, phys-
icality — all of it combined is the 
best.”

It could be even faster in Mi-
lan, and not only because the rinks 
are more than 3 feet shorter than 

NHL-regulation length.
“That’ll probably make the game 

a lot tighter, too,” Makar said. “The 
Olympics will be a completely dif-
ferent kind of thing, almost even 
more amplified.”

The U.S. has hopes for its first 
men’s hockey gold medal at the 
Olympics since the 1980 “Mira-
cle on Ice” team. That’s not a pipe 
dream, as the U.S. National Team 
Development Program and grass-
roots growth of the sport has closed 
the gap on Canada.

“The talent pool and the level 
of the play of the Americans now I 
think is as high as it’s ever been,” 
Kane said. “That’s kind of how we 
felt in 2010, 2014, (and it) keeps get-
ting better.”

The teams split at the 4 Nations, 
games that U.S. center Jack Hughes 
described as crazy and just a taste of 
what he and other players are in for 
in Milan.

“Once you see the level of compe-

tition at the 4 Nations, you’re so hun-
gry to get back to that and you want to 
be in the Olympics so bad just because 
the level of hockey was so high,” said 
Hughes, who will play with older 
brother Quinn at the Games.

Oshie grew up in Warroad, Min-
nesota, a 20-minute drive from the 
Canadian border. He described the 
simmering rivalry as hatred: “For a 
long time, they were just almost too 
good to get past.”

Maybe not anymore, particularly 
given Canada’s seeming vulnerabil-
ity in goal and the U.S. strength at 
hockey’s most important position. 
But there is no guarantee these teams 
face off in single-elimination play at 
the Olympics, so USA Hockey gen-
eral manager Bill Guerin insists he 
and his staff did not construct a ros-
ter just to beat Canada.

“We built the best team possible,” 
Guerin said. “We did that with us in 
mind. We’re worried about us, not 
anybody else.”

U.S., Canada to showcase North American hockey power in Milan
After years of close matches, the border rivalry may define the Olympic tournament in Italy

Transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Agreed to terms with 
RHP Hans Crouse on a 2026 minor league contract.
SEATTLE MARINERS — Agreed to terms with RHP 
Bryce Miller on a one-year contract.
TEXAS RANGERS — Agreed to terms with RHP Ja-
kob Junis on a one-year major league contract. Desig-
nated RHP Dom Hamel for assignment.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Agreed to terms 
with RHP Jeyver Manaure on a minor league contract.
ATLANTA BRAVES — Agreed to terms with SS 
Jorge Mateo on a contract.
LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Sent 3B Ryan Fitzger-
ald outright to Oklahoma City (PCL).

Jan. 21
1921 — Kenesaw Mountain Landis takes office 

as baseball’s commissioner.
1947 — Carl Hubbell, Frank Frisch, Mickey Co-

chrane, and Lefty Grove are elected to the Baseball 
Hall of Fame.

1953 — Dizzy Dean and Al Simmons are elect-
ed to the Baseball Hall of Fame. The baseball writers 
pass over Joe DiMaggio in his first year of eligibil-
ity.

1954 — For the first time in NBA All-Star his-
tory, an overtime period is needed. Boston’s Bob 
Cousy scores 10 points in the overtime to give the 
East a 98-93 victory and Cousy the MVP honors.

1958 — Bob Pettit of St. Louis becomes the first 

member of the losing team to win the NBA All-Star 
MVP award, scoring 28 points and grabbing 26 re-
bounds, even though the East beats the West 130-
118.

1969 — Roy Campanella and Stan Musial are 
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame.

1979 — Terry Bradshaw throws four touchdown 
passes to lead the Pittsburgh Steelers to their third 
Super Bowl win, a 35-31 victory over the Dallas 
Cowboys. Bradshaw, the game’s MVP, completes 
17 of 30 passes for 318 yards.

1990 — John McEnroe becomes the first player 
thrown out of the Australian Open. McEnroe’s tan-
trum comes while leading Mike Pernfors 6-1, 4-6, 
7-5, 2-4.

Scholastic Basketball Boxscores
VARSITY BOYS
OIL CITY (63)

Fink 4 5-8 13, Heise 6 4-6 21, Singleton 1 0-0 2, Jones 
0 2-4 2, Beichner 0 0-0 0, Thompson 1 1-2 3, Lieder-
bach 2 6-6 10, VanWormer 4 0-0 9, Fulmer 0 3-4 3. 
Totals: 18 21-30 63.

CONNEAUT AREA (59)
Scott 2 1-2 6, Wilpula 4 2-4 10, Brady 7 1-1 21, Garcia 
3 4-4 13, TJ Wallace 2 0-0 4, To. Wallace 0 1-2 1, 
O’Grady 2 0-0 4. Totals: 20 9-13 59.

Score by Quarters
Oil City	 20	 9	 8	 26	 —	 63
Conneaut	 21	 17	 12	 9	 —	 59
3-point goals — OC (Heise 5, VanWormer), Conneaut 
(Brady 6, Garcia 3, Scott).

FRANKLIN (65)
Ni. Fezell 1 2-3 4, Rodriguez 0 0-2 0, Higley 1 5-6 7, 
Purich 0 0-0 0, Na. Fezell 3 0-0 6, Umbenhaur 2 0-0 
6, Cassano 1 0-0 3, Wofford 7 0-0 16, McNulty 1 0-0 
2, Parry 6 7-7 19, Martin 1 0-0 2. Totals: 23 14-18 65.

SENECA (52)
Boyd 5 2-2 13, J. Jagta 4 3-5 13, Rupp 3 1-1 7, Burling-
ham 2 0-0 5, C. Jagta 4 0-0 9, Zacks 0 0-0 0, Dambaugh 
2 0-0 5. Totals: 20 6-7 52.

Score by Quarters
Franklin	 14	 19	 16	 16	 —	 65
Seneca	 8	 10	 18	 15	 —	 52
3-point goals – Franklin (Umbenhaur 2, Wofford 2, 
Cassano), Seneca (J. Jagta 2, Boyd, Burlingham, C. 
Jagta)

GROVE CITY (45)
Knouse 4 0-0 9, Timko 0 0-0 0, Mariacher 2 1-1 5, 
Hathaway 0 0-0 0, Earman 0 0-0 0, Osborn 4 0-0 11, 
Fischer 10 0-0 20, Gamble 0 0-0 0. Totals: 20 1-1 45.

SLIPPERY ROCK (34)
Caldwell 0 0-0 0, Popovec 4 0-0 14, Harry 1 0-0 2, 
Darr 1 0-2 2, Zorn 0 0-0 0, Allen 1 0-0 3, Campagna 
3 4-4 13, Senge 0 0-0 0, Klingensmith 0 0-0 0. Totals: 
12 4-6 34.

Score by Quarters
Grove City	 14	 10	 9	 12	 —	 45
Slippery Rock	 6	 8	 9	 11	 —	 34
3-point goals – Grove City (Osborn 3, Knouse), Slip-
pery Rock (Campagna 3, Popovec 2, Allen)

COMMODORE PERRY (45)
Brown 7 4-7 23, Rooks 0 2-2 2, X. Williams 2 0-0 5, 
Humphrey 1 0-0 2, Dobi 5 0-0 10, N. Williams 1 0-0 
3. Totals: 16 6-9 45.

COCHRANTON (73)
Rodax 0 2-2 2, Wright 5 1-2 11, W. Carroll 5 1-1 12, 
Shorts 4 2-2 10, R. Haskins 1 0-0 2, Rynd 10 1-5 21, 
Walker 3 0-0 6, N. Carroll 1 0-0 3, Y. Sliker 1 0-0 2, 
Counselman 0 0-2 0, A. Sliker 1 0-0 2, Kelly 1 0-0 2. 
Totals: 32 7-14 73.

Score by Quarters
Commodore	 10	 4	 11	 20	 —	 45
Cochranton	 23	 13	 25	 12	 —	 73
3-point goals — CP (Brown 5, X. Williams, N. Wil-
liams), Cochranton (W. Carroll, N. Carroll).

VARSITY GIRLS
IROQUOIS (36)

Dunar 0 1-2 1, Reichard 2 0-0 5, Millet 0 1-2 1, Frick 
2 0-0 5, Riker 1 0-0 2, Coblentz 9 3-4 22. Totals: 14 
5-8 36.

ROCKY GROVE (51)
Cresswell 0 0-0 0, Kennedy 6 6-9 19, Phillips 1 5-6 7, 
Mawhinney 4 4-6 13, Douglas 2 4-4 8, Babbitt 2 0-1 4. 
Totals: 15 19-26 51.

Score by Quarters
Iroquois	 5	 9	 6	 16	 —	 36
Rocky Grove	 12	 13	 20	 6	 —	 51
3-point goals — Iroquois (Reichard, Frick, Coblentz), 
RG (Kennedy, Mawhinney).

OIL CITY (27)
Boocks 2 0-0 5, Kasunic 1 1-1 3, Vargason 0 0-0 0, 
Gibson 0 0-0 0, Fry 0 0-0 0, McQuiston 1 0-0 2, Smith 
2 5-14 9, S. Garmong 3 2-3 8, Miller 0 0-0 0, Donovan 
0 0-0 0. Totals: 9 8-18 27.

CLARION-LIMESTONE (52)
Ferguson 1 5-6 7, Love 2 1-1 5, Schwabenbauer 5 0-0 
10, Hepfl 2 0-0 4, Beggs 7 1-3 16, B. Meals 2 2-4 6, E. 
Meals 2 0-0 4. Totals: 21 8-13 52.

Score by Quarters
Oil City	 9	 7	 5	 6	 —	 27

C-L	 7	 21	 11	 13	 —	 52
3-point goals — OC (Boocks), C-L (H. Beggs 2).

UNION/A-C VALLEY (61)
Fletcher 3 3-6 9, Best 1 0-0 2, Fair 3 0-2 6, Black 0 0-0 
0, Kifer 3 0-0 6, J. Dehart 0 0-2 0, Watson 0 0-0 0, M. 
Dehart 13 7-10 36, Hall 0 2-2 2. Totals: 23 12-22 61.

TIDIOUTE CHARTER (32)
Bereksazi 2 0-0 5, Johnson 4 0-0 10, Sabella 4 1-2 9, L. 
Rulander 0 0-2 0, Wencil 1 0-0 2, Ke. Rulander 1 0-0 
2, Kh. Rulander 1 2-4 4. Totals: 13 3-8 32.

Score by Quarters
UACV	 19	 12	 19	 11	 —	 61
Tidioute	 5	 9	 2	 16	 —	 32
3-point goals — UACV (M. Dehart 3), TC (Johnson 
2, Bereksazi).

JUNIOR VARSITY BOYS
FRANKLIN (58)

Purich 2 0-0 4, Rodriguez 1 0-0 2, Young 5 0-0 12, 
Lee 3 0-0 6, Mincer 1 0-0 2, Winger 4 0-0 8, Martin 
6 3-3 16, McNulty 3 2-2 8, Blackhurst 0 0-0 0. Totals: 
25 5-5 58.

SENECA (24)
Bartlett 1 0-0 2, Kibbe 4 0-0 9, Farrel 3 0-0 7, 
Langer-Williams 2 0-0 6, Boyd 0 0-2 0. Totals: 10 0-2 
24.

Score by Quarters
Franklin	 16	 18	 14	 10	 —	 58
Seneca	 7	 5	 6	 6	 —	 24
3-point goals — FHS (Young 2, Martin), Seneca 
(Langer-Williams 2, Kibbe, Farrell).

JUNIOR VARSITY GIRLS
OIL CITY (20)

Kasunic 1 0-0 2, A. Garmong 0 2-2 2, Fry 1 0-0 2, Mc-
Quiston 2 0-0 4, Smith 1 3-7 5, Miller 1 1-2 3, Donovan 
1 0-0 2, Umstead 0 0-0 0. Totals: 7 6-11 20.

CLARION-LIMESTONE (22)
B. Meals 5 3-6 13, McGinley 2 1-5 5, Mecusker 2 0-0 
4, Lander 0 0-0 0, Kotchey 0 0-0 0. Totals: 9 4-11 22.

Score by Quarters
Oil City	 3	 7	 4	 6	 —	 20
C-L	 6	 8	 5	 3	 —	 22

9TH GRADE BOYS
FRANKLIN (42)

Sires 5 3-4 13, Stevens 1 0-0 2, Doty 1 1-5 4, Dick 1 
0-0 2, McAfoose 3 1-2 7, Sybert 3 1-6 8, Brundage 2 
0-0 6. Totals: 16 6-17 42.

BROOKVILLE (39)
Werner 9 0-0 20, Mills 3 0-2 7, Reitz 2 2-2 6, Smith 1 
0-0 2, Laver 0 2-2 2, Painter 0 2-2 2. Totals: 15 6-8 39.

Score by Quarters
Franklin	 8	 12	 16	 6	 —	 42
Brookville	 13	 7	 10	 9	 —	 39
3-point goals — Franklin (Brundage 2, Doty, Sybert), 
Brookville (Werner 2, Mills).

8TH GRADE BOYS
TITUSVILLE (25)

Albarth 1 0-0 3, Guerra 1 0-0 3, Wright 3 0-0 7, Thom-
as 0 0-2 0, Pasinski 1 0-0 3, Evans 1 0-0 2, Chrispen 0 
3-6 3, Shirey 2 0-0 4. Totals: 9 3-8 25.

ROCKY GROVE (57)
Ca. Barrett 7 0-0 16, Hughes 8 2-4 18, Burchanowski 2 
0-0 6, Reed 1 1-2 3, Bell-Carone 2 0-0 5, Alcorn 3 0-0 
7, Beightol 1 0-0 2. Totals: 24 3-6 57.

Score by Quarters
Titusville	 7	 3	 4	 11	 —	 25
Rocky Grove	 25	 12	 9	 11	 —	 57
3-point goals — Titusville (Albarth, Guerra, Wright, 
Pasinski), RG (Ca. Barrett 2, Burchanowski 2, Bell-
Carone, Alcorn).

7TH GRADE BOYS
TITUSVILLE (25)

K. Smith 3 0-0 7, Miller 2 0-0 5, M. Smith 2 1-4 5, 
Dunham 0 2-2 2, Shirey 2 0-0 4, Jenson 1 0-0 2. Totals: 
10 3-6 25.

ROCKY GROVE (45)
Ch. Barrett 6 3-4 19, Kam Hughes 2 0-0 4, Kas. 
Hughes 2 0-0 5, Beightol 3 2-2 9, Anthony 4 0-0 8. 
Totals: 17 5-6 45.

Score by Quarters
Titusville	 9	 3	 11	 2	 —	 25
Rocky Grove	 12	 11	 9	 13	 —	 45
3-point goals — Titusville (K. Smith, Miller), RG (Ch. 
Barrett 4, Kas. Hughes, Beightol).

Pro Golf Glance
PGA Tour

THE AMERICAN EXPRESS
Site: La Quinta, California.
Courses: PGA West-Stadium (Yardage: 7,210. 

Par: 72), PGA West-Nicklaus (Yardage: 7,147. Par: 
72); La Quinta CC (Yardage: 7,060. Par: 72).

Prize money: $9.2 million. Winner’s share: 
$1,656,000.

Television: Thursday-Friday, 4-7 p.m. (Golf 
Channel).

Defending champion: Sepp Straka.
FedEx Cup leader: Chris Gotterup.
Last week: Chris Gotterup won the Sony Open.
Notes: Scottie Scheffler makes his 2026 debut. 

This will be his sixth time playing The American Ex-
press. He has only one top 10. ... The field is believed 
to be the strongest in history, in part because The Sen-
try at Kapalua was canceled because of a water dispute. 
... Among the sponsor exemptions are Blades Brown, 
who is playing the Korn Ferry Tour event in the Baha-
mas that ends on Wednesday. As a sponsor invitation, 
he would not arrive at the three-course tournament un-
til the night before it starts. ... Among those playing 
for the first time this year are Patrick Cantlay, Ludvig 
Aberg, Justin Rose and defending champion Sepp 
Straka. ... Xander Schauffele is expected to make his 
‘26 debut next week in his hometown of San Diego. 
... Chris Gotterup, who is not in the field, has won in 
three straight seasons on the PGA Tour. The only play-
ers with longer active streaks are Scheffler and Rory 
McIlroy. ... This is the last event before the PGA Tour 
goes on network TV.

Next week: Farmers Insurance Open.
Online: https://www.pgatour.com/

European Tour
HERO DUBAI DESERT CLASSIC
Site: Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
Course: Emirates GC. Yardage: 7,439. Par: 72.
Prize money: $9 million. Winner’s share: $1.5 

million.
Television: Thursday-Friday, 2:30-8:30 a.m. (Golf 

Channel); Saturday-Sunday, 2-8 a.m. (Golf Channel).
Defending champion: Tyrrell Hatton.
Race to Dubai leader: Jayden Schaper.
Last week: Nacho Elvira won the Dubai Invita-

tional.
Notes: Rory McIlroy is a four-time winner 

of the Dubai Desert Classic . ... This is the first 
Rolex Series event on the European tour schedule. 
... Dustin Johnson starts his season by playing the 
Dubai Desert Classic for the first time. ... Johnson 
is among 10 players from LIV Golf who are in the 
field, including three — Victor Perez, Laurie Can-
ter and Elvis Smylie — who have signed with LIV 
for the 2026 season. ... Five players from Europe’s 
winning Ryder Cup team are in the field, along with 
captain Luke Donald. ... McIlroy, Tommy Fleet-
wood and Shane Lowry are among those playing 
for a second straight week in Dubai. ... Zac Blair 
is playing under the exemption for players who fin-
ished between Nos. 126 and 200 on the FedEx Cup 
last year. Also playing under that exemption is Jer-
emy Paul of Germany. ... This is the second of four 
straight weeks the European tour is in the Middle 
East. It will return at the end of the the year in Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai.

Next week: Bahrain Championship.
Online: https://www.europeantour.com/dp-

world-tour/

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
(AP) — John Harbaugh has done 
plenty of winning in the NFL, in-
cluding 12 playoff appearances and 
a Super Bowl title.

The New York Giants for much 
of the past decade have done very 
little of it.

That is not stopping Harbaugh 
from dreaming big. Taking over as 
Giants coach, he has plenty of power 
in shaping their future and a visible 
eagerness to turn them back into a 
contender sooner than later.

“I wanted this job,” Harbaugh 
said Tuesday at his introductory 
news conference. “I wanted this job 
and to be on the biggest stage in the 
biggest sport. I know the challeng-
es, I understand the expectations, I 
know that the fans are hungry for a 
winner. We’re here with one mis-
sion, to become — to earn the right 
— to be called the world champions 
in New York. And that’s what we 
plan to do.”

Harbaugh after 18 seasons with 
the Baltimore Ravens faces a chal-
lenge in bringing success to a storied 
franchise that has gone 45-105-1 and 
not made it past the divisional round 
since 2016.

As part of his arrangement to ac-
cept the gig, the 63-year-old reports 
directly to ownership rather than 

general manager Joe Schoen, so Har-
baugh will get to mold the organiza-
tion in his image around the core led 
by young quarterback Jaxson Dart.

“He’s going to be the most im-
portant cog in the wheel,” said Chris 
Mara, the longtime executive who 
led the coaching search along with 
brother John and co-owner Steve 
Tisch. “But in terms of final say, this 
is going to be a collaborative effort 
between ownership, general manag-
er and coach.”

There are plenty of fresh success 
stories around the NFL of teams pair-
ing a new coach with an established 
QB and winning right away. New 
England, Chicago and Jacksonville 
all made the playoffs this season fol-
lowing that recipe, and the Patriots 
are in the AFC championship game.

“That’s what we’re going to be 
chasing,” Harbaugh said. “It’s going 
to be about how we play. It’s going 
to be about us every single day, just 
becoming as good as we can be.”

The Giants were 4-13, costing 
former coach Brian Daboll and other 
assistants their jobs but also giving 
them a long runway to map out the 
options available. The moment Har-
baugh became available in early Jan-
uary, he immediately became their 
top candidate.

“I didn’t think he’d be available,” 
Chris Mara said, adding that two-

time Super Bowl-winning coach 
Tom Coughlin put him in touch with 
Harbaugh and urged a meeting. “But 
for us, it was a home run.”

Mara, Harbaugh and Schoen all 
downplayed the chain of command 
and tried to talk up just how strong 
the rapport already is between the 
new coach and the GM back for a 
fifth season. Harbaugh anticipates 
the working relationship being “phe-
nomenally great,” though the com-
ing weeks and months building out a 
staff, signing free agents and making 
important decisions in the draft will 
tell that tale.

“We need to work together, and 
we’re going to come to the final con-
clusion and it’s always going to be 
able what’s best for the New York 
Giants,” Schoen said. “I have no 
problem with that, and I’m looking 
forward to working with him.”

Harbaugh figures his role will be 
similar to how he and Ozzie New-
some and Eric DeCosta operated 
with the Ravens: evaluating players, 
giving input and contributing to the 
vision of the organization. Brother 
Jim, who just finished his second 
season coaching the Los Angeles 
Chargers after winning the national 
championship at Michigan, hyped 
up what it will be like in a new place.

“He said, ‘You’re going to be re-

ally excited to walk into that room 
for the first time with a different 
team’ — a team that you haven’t 
been around — and you start fresh 
from the beginning and kind of build 
it up the way you want to,” John 
Harbaugh said. “I just can’t wait.”

Patriarch Jack Harbaugh, in atten-
dance for John’s big day, smiled the 
entire time because he saw how much 
his son was enjoying a fresh start.

“I don’t think I’ve seen him more 
excited and happier than he is right 
now,” Jack said. “It feels right. It 
does feel right.”

Harbaugh embraces challenge of turning Giants into contenders

Grove City (10-5, 3-0) posted a 
14-6 lead over the Rockets (2-12, 
0-3) after the first and held a 24-14 
halftime edge. Both teams scored 
nine points in the fourth and Grove 
City did not allow any Slippery 
Rock rally in the fourth to take the 
triumph.

Kyle Osborn added 11 points 
in the win, while Max Knouse had 
nine.

Doug Popovec’s 14 points led the 
Rockets. Fred Campagna finished 
with 13.

Cochranton 73,                 
Commodore Perry 45

COCHRANTON — Brady Rynd 
tallied 21 points to lead four play-
ers in double figures as Cochranton 
came away with a 73-45 decision 
over visiting Commodore Perry in 
Region 2 play.

The Cardinals (7-5 overall, 4-2 R 
2) jumped out to a 23-10 lead before 
extending it to 36-14 at halftime and 
61-25 after three stanzas.

Walker Carroll followed with 
12 points for the Cardinals, Tyler 
Wright had 11 points and CJ Shorts 
added 10 points.

Nick Brown knocked down five 
triples to lead the Panthers with a 
game-high 23 points.

	►Roundup
Continued from Page B1‘‘I wanted this job 

and to be on the 
biggest stage in the 
biggest sport. I 
know the challeng-
es, I understand 
the expectations, I 
know that the fans 
are hungry for a 
winner.’’

John Harbaugh
New York Giants’ head coach
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NHL Standings
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic	 GP	 W	 L	 OT	 Pts	 GF	 GA
Tampa Bay	 48	 31	 13	 4	 66	 170	 121
Detroit	 50	 30	 16	 4	 64	 157	 153
Montreal	 50	 28	 15	 7	 63	 172	 167
Boston	 50	 28	 20	 2	 58	 166	 156
Buffalo	 48	 26	 17	 5	 57	 158	 150
Toronto	 49	 24	 17	 8	 56	 165	 164
Florida	 48	 25	 20	 3	 53	 146	 160
Ottawa	 49	 23	 19	 7	 53	 163	 164
Metropolitan	 GP	 W	 L	 OT	 Pts	 GF	 GA
Carolina	 50	 31	 15	 4	 66	 173	 145
N.Y. Islanders	 49	 27	 17	 5	 59	 145	 137
Pittsburgh	 48	 23	 14	 11	 57	 156	 147
Philadelphia	 48	 23	 17	 8	 54	 143	 150
Washington	 50	 24	 20	 6	 54	 159	 148
New Jersey	 49	 25	 22	 2	 52	 129	 150
Columbus	 49	 22	 20	 7	 51	 149	 164
N.Y. Rangers	 50	 21	 23	 6	 48	 135	 155

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central	 GP	 W	 L	 OT	 Pts	 GF	 GA
Colorado	 47	 34	 5	 8	 76	 190	 112
Dallas	 50	 28	 13	 9	 65	 169	 141
Minnesota	 51	 28	 14	 9	 65	 164	 147
Utah	 49	 25	 20	 4	 54	 153	 135
Nashville	 48	 23	 21	 4	 50	 138	 161
Chicago	 49	 20	 22	 7	 47	 135	 154
St. Louis	 49	 19	 22	 8	 46	 120	 168
Winnipeg	 48	 19	 23	 6	 44	 144	 150
Pacific	 GP	 W	 L	 OT	 Pts	 GF	 GA
Vegas	 48	 24	 12	 12	 60	 161	 147
Edmonton	 50	 25	 17	 8	 58	 170	 158
Anaheim	 49	 25	 21	 3	 53	 163	 175
San Jose	 49	 25	 21	 3	 53	 153	 173
Seattle	 48	 21	 18	 9	 51	 133	 147
Los Angeles	 48	 19	 16	 13	 51	 125	 136
Calgary	 49	 21	 23	 5	 47	 127	 145
Vancouver	 49	 16	 28	 5	 37	 129	 180
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for overtime 
loss. Top three teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to playoffs.
Monday’s Games

Carolina 2, Buffalo 1
Colorado 5, Washington 2
Pittsburgh 6, Seattle 3
San Jose 4, Florida 1
Minnesota 6, Toronto 3
Philadelphia 2, Vegas 1
Chicago 2, Winnipeg 0
New Jersey 2, Calgary 1, OT
N.Y. Islanders 4, Vancouver 3
Anaheim 5, N.Y. Rangers 3

Tuesday’s Games
Tampa Bay 4, San Jose 1
Ottawa 4, Columbus 1
Montreal 4, Minnesota 3
Dallas 6, Boston 2
Buffalo at Nashville, late
St. Louis at Winnipeg, late
N.Y. Rangers at Los Angeles, late
New Jersey at Edmonton, late

Wednesday’s Games
Detroit at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Anaheim at Colorado, 9 p.m.
Philadelphia at Utah, 9 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Seattle, 9:30 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Calgary, 9:30 p.m.
Washington at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Buffalo at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Carolina, 7 p.m.


