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14 best fall road trips to see foliage

Take full advantage of autumn’s cooler temperatures and
beautiful foliage by planning afall road trip through the most
scenic regions of the United States. Naturaly, the pretti-
est state to visit depends on your road trip goals—cruise the
Northeast to see the colorful changing leaves on a journey
through mountain landscapes, or head south to the Gulf Coast,
where you'll find foliage with a side of warmer weather and
ocean views.

Russell-Brasstown Scenic Byway, Georgia

When you think of places to see fal foliage, New England
destinations probably come to mind. But the southern parts
of the country have beautiful colors, too. A road trip through
Georgia’'s Blue Ridge Mountains offers stunning foliage with-
out the cold weather you' d find up north.

Start a the Russell-Brasstown Scenic Byway in the northern
part of the state, which takes you through the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains aong the Chattahoochee River. Stop in Helen, a mountain
town modeled after a quaint Bavarian village, and a Brasstown
Bald, Georgia's highest point and the ultimate foliage-viewing
vantage point. Clayton, an old mountain town with antique shops,
outdoor retallers, and restaurants, isalso worth avisit. Takeahike
in the nearby Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest, then head
east to the Talulah Gorge State Park, where you can explore a
nearly 1,000-foot-deep chasm carved out by the Talulah River.

Green Mountain Byway, Vermont

If New England’ sfoliage is on your must-see list, make a bee-
linefor Vermont, wherethe Green Mountainserupt in color. Some
of the most picturesque views can be glimpsed from the Green
Mountain Byway, which weaves through Waterbury and Stowe
before circling the mountains to frame picture-perfect vistas.
You'll pass by wide-open farmland, historic homes, and rolling
hillsinterrupted by church steeples. Makeit apoint to stop a The
Alchemist Brewery in Stowe for a pint of the legendary Heady
Topper, and at the Ben & Jerry’ sfactory in Waterbury for atour.

Finger Lakes Region, New York

Not far fromthe Big Apple, the Finger Lakesregionisan oasis
of fall foliage and quiet country scenery. Leaving from New Y ork
City, head west through New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and stop
at Gouldsboro or Tobyhanna State Park along the way. Make a
detour to see Jim Thorpe, a borough in Pennsylvania with love-
ly mountain scenery and architecture. While in town, go on a
hikein Lehigh Valley or visit the Lehigh Gorge Scenic Railway.
Then head to the Finger Lakes to sample some of the region’s
best wines along Cayuga L ake. Stay nearby at the historic Inns of
AuroraResort & Spa, hike a Taughannock Falls State Park, and
spend aday in Ithacato wet your whistle at Ithaca Beer Co.

Kancamagus Highway, New Hampshire

There's a lot to see and do in New Hampshire's White
Mountains, but the Kancamagus Highway, known fondly as
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“TheKanc,” topsthelistinthefall. Thistwisty, turny road cap-
tures the best of the state's foliage and mountain views, and it
offers some top-notch photo opportunities. Stop at the historic
Albany Covered Bridge, which dates from 1858, for some se-
rious New England charm. Then make your way to Conway to
give someone else aturn at the wheel as you ride the Conway
Scenic Railroad for even more leafy views.

Blue Ridge Parkway, Virginia and North Carolina

Thiswinding road covers almost 470 milesto connect Great
Smoky Mountains National Park in North Carolinato Shenan-
doah Nationa Park in Virginia. While you drive, you'll pass
split rail fences, old farmsteads, mountain meadows, and sce-
nic overlooks. Stop along the way at one of the many hiking
trailsin either national park, or visit alocal farm to grab some
autumnal produce.

Route 6, Pennsylvania

Take atrip along the historic Route 6 in northern Pennsyl-
vania for views of color-shifting forests, mountains, and other
peaceful scenery. Visit the historic Straub Brewery, aSt. Marys
institution, while you're in the area. Y ou can aso travel along
the Elk Scenic Drive, a 127-mile route that crosses through the
Pennsylvania Wilds—sometimes past large elk herds. Finally,
stop at Worlds End State Park for camping, cabins, and hiking
on the Loyalsock Trail to immerse yourself in the fall foliage.

Litchfield Hills, Connecticut

Take your time exploring the Litchfield Hills in the north-
west corner of Connecticut. Pass through Falls Village in Ca-
naan, where the churches, streets, houses, and railroad depot
till look as they did in the 1800s. The Appalachian Trail runs
right through town, so you can follow the white trail mark-
ers for a day hike. Pass through the West Cornwall Covered
Bridge, which extends 172 feet across the Housatonic River,
visit Lake Waramaug State Park for fall foliage views while
cycling or sailing, and then head to Morris to marvel at the
gardens at White Flower Farm.

Pacific Coast Highway, California

You might think a drive up the Cdlifornia coast is best
done in the summer, but it's also beautiful in the fall—and the
weather is more comfortable. Start outside Los Angeleswith an
oceanside hike in Point Mugu State Park. Then hop in acar—a
convertible, preferably—and follow Highway 1 from Point
Mugu before joining the coast on Highway 101 to Santa Barba-
ra. Spend a night there and stroll down State Street to check out
the shops and restaurants. Make a side trip to nearby Solvang,
which is modeled after an old Danish town, with a windmill,
plus wineries and beautiful scenery. If you have the time, con-
tinue northwest for ocean views at Jalama Beach County Park.

The Olympic Peninsula, Washington

Make your way through the rugged coast of Washington for
mountain views and lush forest drives. Y ou can start in Seattle
and loop around Puget Sound, stopping for ferry boat detours
to Vashon Island or Whidbey Island. On Maury Island, stroll

along the beaches or visit Point Robinson Lighthouse for a
taste of Pacific Northwest island life. Back on the mainland,
hike or camp in Olympic National Park, and then carry on
to historic Port Townsend, where you can wander among the
old waterfront neighborhoods or head out on the water in the
hopes of spotting orcas, sea otters, and other marine life.

Gulf Coast, Florida

There are two main advantages of a fal Florida road trip.
One, you'll enjoy warmer temperatures than you'd get in the
north, and two, you’ll avoid the unbearable heat and humidity
of the Sunshine State’s summer months. Travel along the Gulf
of Mexico, and feel freeto extend it further. On South Walton's
beaches, the sands are sugar-white thanks to their pure quartz
crystal makeup. You can also check out the rare coastal dune
lakes that exist in only a handful of places in the world. For
a different kind of food truck experience, stop in the town of
Seaside, where Airstream Row is a street lined with aluminum
trailers serving up tasty dishes.

Northern Pacific Coast, Oregon

The Oregon coast has stunning coastal scenery fringed by
forests. Start in Astoria, then head south. Along the way, you
can hike at Lewis and Clark National Historical Park or Ecola
State Park. Stay in Cannon Beach to see Haystack Rock and
wander among those large beach boulders so characteristic of
the Pacific Northwest. Locals will tell you that a stop at the
Tillamook Creamery, in Tillamook, for sweet frozen treats is
obligatory. You can travel all the way down the coast and top
off your trip with a visit to the redwood forests near the town
of Brookings.

The Great Lakes, Michigan

Skirt the country’ s northern edge by driving along the Great
Lakes. Start at the southern shore of Lake Huron and stroll the
Riverwalk Pier or shop in the downtown antiques center in Bay
City. After that, head north along the lake to hike one of the
state parks near Alpena, like Thompson's Harbor State Park.
Then, drive two hours up the shore to Mackinaw City, where
you can catch the ferry to the famously car-free Mackinac Is-
land. This 3.8-square-mile National Historic Landmark is easi-
ly explored by bike or horse and buggy.

Route 66, lllinois to California

Though the iconic and historic highway has been chopped
up and partially abandoned since its glory days, Route 66 has
been immortalized through pop culture—you’ve heard about
it in songs and seen it in movies. Only parts of it remain intact
and drivable today, but it's worth exploring, even if you don’t
make it the whole way.

The best starting point for a Route 66 adventure is arguably
at its eastern terminus, Chicago. Stop along the way for mem-
orable sights, including the Polk-a-Dot Drive Inin Braidwood,
Illinois, the Oklahoma Route 66 Museum, the 80-foot Blue
Whale of Catoosa, and Cadillac Ranch in Amarillo, Texas.
Complete your journey out west at California’s Santa Monica
Pier.

Great River Road, Minnesota to Louisiana

Enjoy the Mississippi River by following the Great Riv-
er Road, which runs 3,000 miles from Minnesota al the way
down to Louisiana. Stop along the way to explore Saint Paul
and Memphis, Tennessee, and consider detoursto nearby cities
like Chicago or Nashville.

Highlights aong the route include the Effigy Mounds Na
tional Monument in lowa, the Gateway Arch in St. Louis, and
the Poverty Point UNESCO World Heritage Site in Pioneer,
Louisiana. There are also plenty of hiking opportunities, espe-
cialy at Mississippi Palisades State Park.
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Fall driving hazards and tipsto stay safe

BY BRETT BERK
AARP

Autumn’s arrival cues — weather chang-
es, shifting wildlife behavior, shorter days,
the start of school and falling leaves — can
al impact cars and drivers. “The driving en-
vironment can change a fair bit when seasons
change,” says William Van Tassel, manager
of driver training programs for the American
Automobile Association (AAA).

This is especially important for drivers
50+, who are more likely to drive an old-
er vehicle that lacks advanced driver assis-
tance systems, says Aimee Cox, a research
scientist at the Insurance Institute for High-
way Safety (I1HS) who specializesin mature
drivers.

So while you sip your pumpkin spice latte
and daydream about Thanksgiving dinner this
fall, read up on what to know before you head
out on the road.

Beautiful fall leaves mean
slick patches on the road

The lovely foliage that trees shed in au-
tumn can cause issues. Leaves waxy surface
prevents water absorption, according to Van
Tassel, making fallen leaves dlick. “Consid-
er leaves on the road like patches of ice,” he
says. He recommends avoiding them if it's
safe. Otherwise, he says, to best maintain sta-
bility, “handle your braking before you get
to those patches, instead of as you're driving
over them.”

According to Van Tassel, because of chem-
ical properties in their rubber formulas, tire
traction diminishes in colder temperatures. He
recommends driving “a bit smaoother,” trying
to avoid abrupt movements or sudden turns, to
make up for this change.

AAA has additional advice for tire mainte-
nance. Make sure that your tires are inflated
to the air pressure suggested in your owners
manual — these numbers are often also print-
ed on the inside of the driver’s doorjamb. And
check that your tires have plenty of tread. Put a
guarter coin in the tread with the top of Wash-
ington’s head facing down; if you can see the
hair on the top of George's head, it’s probably
time to replace the tire.

Shorter days mean
less daylight driving

“Older drivers are more susceptible to
vision [issues],” during the transitions be-
tween light and dark, Cox says, emphasiz-
ing the importance of illumination-enhanc-
ing technologies. If your car has high beam
assist, Cox recommends using it. The fea-
ture automatically turns your high beams
on and off when approaching and departing
darker areas. Another good feature to have:
curve-adaptive headlights, the beams of

T

which move with the steering wheel to in-
crease visibility.

You can aso just avoid driving in the dark
when you can, says Van Tassel, who suggests
using ride hailing service apps for non-day-
light trips and delivery appsfor retrieving gro-
ceries, takeout or prescriptions that you might
need after dark.

Kids everywhere,
all of a sudden, all at once

Students’ return to school means new traf-
fic patterns, with increased bus, car and pe-
destrian presence during drop-off and pick-
up.
“In school zones, watch your speed and
be extravigilant,” says Cox. She says thisis
even more relevant for drivers of trucks or
SUV's, which can be more harmful because
of their high hoods if they strike a pedes-
trian. She notes that features like Automatic
Emergency Braking with pedestrian detec-
tion (AEB-ped) — which halts a car auto-
matically when someone is detected in its
path — can reduce relevant crashes by 27
percent, according to IIHS studies. The sys-
tem is fairly standard in current new cars.
“But that’s not really helpful for a driver
of older vehicles that didn’t come equipped
with it,” she adds.

So if your car is older, Van Tassel ad-
vises extreme caution when backing up.
“Move at a walking pace,” he says. Thisis
particularly important as kids are often on
the move with more than just their feet and
old school bicycles these days — includ-
ing electric-powered bicycles, scooters and
skateboards.

And follow bus rules to atee, saysthe Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion website. When you see a bus's yellow
lights flashing, a driver should slow down
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and prepare to stop. Do not try to pass the bus
at this point (it'sillegal). Come to a full stop
when the red lights are flashing and the bus's
stop-arm is extended. When the bus's lights
have stopped flashing and the bus has begun
moving again, you may proceed, adding that
regardless of flashing lights, be very aware
that a school buslikely means kids are around
the street.

New drivers mean more mistakes

And then there are the new drivers — the
teens very excited to be on the road, driving to
school and not always making the best deci-
sions. According to AAA, 16-19 year olds are
three times as likely to be involved in a fatal
crash as drivers 20 and older, and 16 year olds
have a crash risk about 1.5 times higher than
18-19 year olds.

If you chauffeur a teen driver — perhaps
a grandchild or grand-niece or -nephew —
somewhere, you can help by modeling safe
driving behaviors such as always wearing a
seat belt and not engaging in distracted prac-
tices like looking at a smartphone while driv-
ing.

Oh deer — and other wildlife hazards

According to Cox, deer strikes are most
common at dusk and dawn, so fall’s shorter
daysimpact our potential roadway interactions
with animals. Cox’s [IHS data a so shows that
deer are most activein November, during their
mating season.

“We see animal strikes in November at
more than two times the yearly average fre-
guency,” Cox says, adding that West Virgin-
ia, lowa, South Dakota, Pennsylvania, Ken-
tucky and Michigan have the highest rate of
strikes.

Van Tassel aso recommends that drivers
dow down to decrease stopping distances.
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“The driving environment
can change a fair bit

when seasons change.”

William Van Tassel
Manager of driver training programs for the
American Automobile Association (AAA)

And if adeer is unavoidably in your path, he
says, don’t swerve. “If someone makes a hard
jerk, it might make it more difficult to recover
from that and stay on theroad,” he says. L eav-
ing the roadway brings “higher risk of crash-
ing into trees or rolling over.”

Headlight technology can help, adds Cox,
as can AEB systems, some of which, she says,
can also detect large animals. “If your vehicle
does have these systems, make sure they’ re ac-
tive and engaged,” Cox says.

The golden hour glare

In autumn, the sun’s daily path is dif-
ferent. “The sun will not get as high in
the sky,” Van Tassel says. This results in
longer periods of glare each morning and
evening, often coinciding with daily com-
mutes.

The simplest aids in reducing glare should
be familiar. “Use your car's sun visor, and
wear sunglasses,” Cox says. Polarized sun-
glasses are particularly effective, according
to Van Tassel. Both aso recommend to avoid
driving during sunrise and sunset, and/or
choosing aternative routes that avoid direct
east or west exposures.

Van Tassel has additional checkup ad-
vice as well, this time for you, not your
car. “Getting an eye exam each year in the
fall is a great idea,” he says. “It can help
identify any vision problems as early as
possible.”

Preparing for bad weather
can be a lifesaver

If rain, fog or frost appears, he suggests
remaining home, if possible. “It's hard to get
in trouble if you're not out on the road,” Van
Tassel says, wryly. To prep for cooler weath-
er emergencies, he recommends packing a
supply kit in the trunk: “an extra phone bat-
tery, acharger cord, water, blankets and may-
be a deck of cards.” You can even purchase
all manner of road kits from AAA, including
those that contain supplies for emergencies
(e.g., jJumper cables and flashlights), first aid
(e.g., bandages and gauze) or foul weather
(e.g., gloves, hand warmers, shovel, candles,
ice scraper).

Brett Berk isa contributing writer who cov-
ers autos. His work appears regularly in Ar-
chitectural Digest, Business Insider, GQ, The
New York Times and Vanity Fair.
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Cheap hybrids: Every new hybrid under $30,000

BY KIRK BELL
Cars.com

What car shoppers
need to know

* Only four hybrids are currently
offered with a starting price below
$30,000 (all prices include destina-
tion).

* The Ford Maverick is the lone
pickup truck on thelist.

 The Toyota Corolla Hybrid
is the most affordable at $26,470,
while the Hyundai Elantra Hybrid is
the most efficient at up to 54 mpg.

Given today’ s gas prices and con-
tinuing inflation, a hybrid vehicle
looks more and more like a smart
buy, especially if you can get one
at an affordable price. We'd call
$30,000 affordable, so we set that
mark as the limit for this story (sor-
ry, Toyota Prius, you just missed
out). We scoured our databases and
identified the most affordable hybrid
cars under $30,000, and there are
only four — but every one of them
will save you money at the pump
while also serving as practical trans-
portation.

The list includes two sedans, one
SUV that can aso be viewed as a
hatchback, and oddly, one pickup
truck. All of these choices would
also appear on the list of most fu-
el-efficient cars under $30,000, but
the Maverick pickup would be best-
ed by several other hybrids that cost
more than that. Any of these afford-
able hybrid cars are worth a look as
the antidote for today’ s rising costs.

New hybrid cars
under $30,000

Four new hybrids start under
$30,000 in 2026: the Toyota Co-
rolla Hybrid ($26,470), Hyund-
a Elantra Hybrid ($26,945), Kia
Niro ($28,885) and Ford Maverick
($29,990).

2027 Toyota Corolla Hybrid,
$26,470

The Corollais one of the bestsell-
ing cars on the planet, and the avail-
able hybrid only expands its appeal.
Plus, the CorollaHybrid is available
with all-wheel drive and still for un-
der $30,000 with 48 mpg in the LE
AWD trim; $27,870, to be exact.
Both the Corolla Hybrid LE and SE
trim levels come in under $30,000,
SO you can step up the standard
equipment with 18-inch wheels,
sport seats and upgraded interior and
exterior trim while still getting an af -
fordable hybrid.

The 1.8-liter four-cylinder engine
makes only 96 horsepower, but the
front and rear motors up the out-
put to a still-modest combined 138
hp. It's rather slow, but we like the
Corolla Hybrid because it's fruga,
practical and comes with lots of
safety features.

2026 Hyundai Elantra Hybrid,
$26,945

Like the Corolla Hybrid, the
Elantra Hybrid is incredibly practi-
cal, highly efficient, affordable and
rather slow. Its powertrain combines
a 2.0-liter four-cylinder engine with
an electric motor to make a pedes-
trian 139 hp. In addition to the base
Blue trim, the SEL Sport trim aso
costs less than $30,000, allowing
value-minded customers to upgrade
to a 10.25-inch infotainment touch-
screen and a 10.25-inch digital in-
strument cluster, as well as navi-
gation, satellite radio and wireless
phone charging.

However, the SEL Sport is rat-
ed at 50 mpg combined compared
to 54 mpg for the Blue trim. In our
comparison with the CorollaHybrid,
we picked the Corolla for its better
ride quality. On the other hand, giv-
en its low cost and high efficiency,
the Elantra Hybrid came out on top
for 2026 as our best hybrid for the
money.

2026 Kia Niro, $28,885

Kia markets the Niro as a small
SUV, but there's a good argument
to be made that it's a tall hatchback,

especially given that it only comes
with front-wheel drive. For 2026,
it's now a hybrid or fully electric
Niro EV; 2025 was the last mod-
el year of the Niro plug-in electric
hybrid. The hybrid teams a 1.6-liter
four-cylinder engine with an electric
motor to make a combined 139 hp.
That’s not aformulafor quick accel-
eration, but it is one for exemplary
efficiency, and the Niro delivers at
50 mpg combined.

When it debuted for the 2023
model year, we named the Niro our
Best Car of 2023, citing its excel-
lent design, stupendous fuel econ-
omy and affordable price. Only the
base LX trim fits below our $30,000
threshold, so it isn't loaded with
conveniences, but it does come
with afull suite of driver-assist fea-
tures. The sad news, however, is
that the 2027 Niro's price crosses
the $30,000 threshold, starting at
$31,385.

2026 Ford Maverick, $29,990

The Maverick faces little compe-
tition, and the hybrid version with
its 38 mpg rating has none. The only
other compact pickup on the mar-
ket is the Hyundai Santa Cruz, and
it doesn’t come with a hybrid pow-
ertrain. The Maverick XL hybrid is
FWD at its just-barely sub-$30,000
price, so opting for AWD exceeds
our limit. With its combination of
efficiency, utility and affordability,
we find the Maverick to be one of
the most compelling vehicles on the
market.

How much does
a hybrid car cost?
Hybrids start at $26,470, whichis
how much the 2027 Toyota Corolla

Hybrid costs, the cheapest new hy-
brid on sale.

Do any hybrids
under $30,000 come
with all-wheel drive?
Yes, the Corolla Hybrid has

available AWD, and even with the
AWD, the Corolla is still under

$30,000, though fuel economy takes
a hit from a combined 50 mpg to 48
mpg. The 2026 Ford Maverick isan-
other hybrid on this list with AWD,
but adding AWD puts the Maverick
over $30,000.

What'’s the difference
between a hybrid
and plug-in hybrid?

A regular hybrid never needs to
be plugged in — because it can't be.
A traditional hybrid uses an electric
motor to aid a gasoline engine, and
the motor draws its power from a
small battery that is charged by the
engine, brake regeneration or both.
The motor may be able to power the
vehicle by itself but only for a short
time and mostly when cruising in
low load situations. A plug-in hy-
brid, however, has a larger battery
that can be replenished by plugging
into an outlet, and combined with a

larger motor, they can power the ve-
hicle on electric-only power for sev-
eral miles; the average PHEV gets
around 30 miles of all-electric range.

Is a hybrid car worth it
under $30,000?

Generdly, yes, but you'll have to
do the math in each situation. Hy-
brids tend to cost more than their
gas-only counterparts, but they can
save you money at the pump to make
up for that extra cost over time. On
a pure cost-of-ownership basis, the
extraexpense of ahybrid can pay for
itself within afew years, and hybrid
buyers get the added benefit of pol-
luting less along the way.

What is the cheapest new
hybrid car you can buy?

If cheap hybrid cars are your
thing, the 2027 Corolla Hybrid in its
base LE trim is the cheapest. Priced

at $26,470, it undercuts the Hyun-
dai Elantra Hybrid Blue by $475.
That doesn’t mean that it will be the
cheapest in the long run because,
as we'll see in the next section, the
Hyundai is more efficient and will
likely close the gap in fuel savings
rather quickly.

What is the most
fuel-efficient hybrid
under $30,000?

The 2026 Elantra Hybrid Blue
is the hybrid efficiency king under
$30K. With EPA-rated fuel-econ-
omy figures of 51/58/54 mpg city/
highway/combined, it tops the Kia
Niro LX by 4 mpg in the combined
rating. The 2027 Toyota Prius is
the most efficient hybrid with top
ratings of 59/50/55 mpg, but it just
misses inclusion on our list with a
starting price of $30,050, including
destination.

Winter vehicle maintenance starts now

Changing seasons expose severe weather can occur at
vehicles to various conditions  any time, the winter is known
throughout theyear. Although to be particularly harsh and

can make it hard for avehicle
to function properly.
The Nationa Highway

State Farm.

Test the battery. A driv-
er needs a battery to be fully

check that they are in good
working order. Cold tempera-
tures can make belts and hos-

safe winter driving. In addi-
tion to a properly working
defroster, drivers will need

“Honest Value Excellent Service”

4 Relief Street, Oil City, PA 16301
814-676-4444

Traffic Safety Administration
says winter weather can cause
extremely dangerous road
conditions. An estimated 320
fatal traffic crashes occurred
in the United States in 2023,
and 22,293 injuries happened
when there was snow or sleet
conditions at the time of the
crash. It is essentia that driv-
ers prepare their vehicles for
winter weather. Properly win-
terizing acar can help prevent
breakdowns and accidents,
and also potentially save driv-
ers from being stranded in the
cold.

Here are some winter car
maintenance tips to consider
before the first storm of the
season, courtesy of AAA and

charged and in good condi-
tion to start the engine on
cold winter mornings. Colder
temperatures cause chemical
reactions within the battery,
which can make electric-
ity slow down and hinder
the vehicle's ability to reach
maximum power. Check the
battery prior to winter, and re-
placeit, if necessary.

Check fluids. Part of win-
ter preparation isensuring that
all of the car’ sfluids are at the
right levels and appropriate
for low temperatures. Thisin-
cludes engine ail, windshield
washer fluid, and antifreeze.

Schedule a maintenance
checkup. A mechanic can
look at hoses and belts to

es more brittle and prone to

breaking.
Apply a windshield re-
pellent. Scraping ice and

snow off of windshields on
winter mornings can be a
frustrating and arduous task.
Adding hydrophobic repellent
like Rain-X to the windshield
can make it easier to remove
ice later on.

Maintain tire pressure.
As outside temperatures drop,
so does tire pressure. Rou-
tinely check and inflate tires
to the recommended pressure
listed on alabel located on the
driver’'s side door frame.

Inspect the wiper blades.
Seeing clearly out of the
windshield is important for

wiper blades that can remove
rain and snow. If any streaks
or skips occur while using the
wipers, it might be time for a
new set.

Conduct a brake check.
A combination of snow,
moisture, and salt on roads
can contribute to rust on
brakes and rotors. Symptoms
of brake issuesinclude noises,
sticking brake pads, and slow-
er stop times. Before the thick
of winter, drivers are urged to
have their brakes checked by
aprofessional.

Winter is on the horizon,
and vehicle owners should
prepare their cars and trucks
now for the rough weather to
come.



Your check engine light
(CEL), aso known as the
malfunction indicator lamp
(MIL), illuminates if one of
your car's computers or sen-
sors is indicating a problem.
Little things, like a loose gas
cap or afaulty oxygen sensor,
can set off the check engine
light, but it can also be an in-
dication of afar more serious
problem, such as worn-out
timing equipment or a bad
catalytic converter. Whatever
the cause may be, it's crucial
to visit an auto parts store, re-
pair facility, or dedler to diag-
nose the issue and make any
necessary repairs.

CELs most commonly
come in an orange or amber
color, with either an icon in
the shape of an engine block
or words like “check engine.”
A steady check engine light
is usualy an indication of a
serious but not urgent prob-
lem. If the check engine light
starts flashing (or turns red),
it means something is wrong
under the hood and the car
needs to be shut down and
towed to arepair facility. For
example, a misfire can over-
heat the emissions system and
cause a fire, and a timing is-
sue can potentially cause cat-
astrophic damage.

According to CarMD’s
most recent data, labor rates
are up, as are replacement
part costs. That's bad news
for car owners, as the average
cost to repair a check engine
light—related issue is up to an
all-time high of $554, a huge
increase from the previous
year's $415. Some reasons
for the big price jump include
greater mechanical complex-
ity requiring more labor and
more expensive replacement
parts due to material shortag-
es and, potentialy, tariff-re-
lated charges.

CarMD’s most recent re-
port suggested that customers
were hanging onto their cars
longer than ever, and the av-
erage age of the vehicles in
the study was 12.8 years old,
another all-time high. Asare-
sult, aging consumables such
as catalytic converters were
the No. 1 cause of an illumi-
nated check engine light. That
said, a check engine light can
illuminate on a newer car as
well, so it's important to pay
attention to your vehicle's
built-in warning system.

If you're driving an old-
er car, it may be tempting to
trade up to a more recent ve-
hicle with fewer problems.
Edmunds can help decide if

fixing your old car or getting a
new oneisawise decision, as
well as whether to buy brand-
new or go for a used car in-
stead.

How to decipher the
check engine light with
a code reader

There are literally thou-
sands of reasons why a check
engine light might illuminate.
A loca mechanic or dealer-
ship service department can
easily diagnose the problem
for the cost of an hour of labor
(or even for free), but there's
another slightly more conve-
nient way to figure out what's
wrong with your car. All you
need is a code reader and Ed-
munds' list of diagnostic trou-
ble codes (DTCs) and their
causes.

Some auto parts stores will
loan code readers for cus-
tomers to use in the parking
lot, and a decent code reader
could be a wise purchase for
aDIY home mechanic. These
readers connect to your car's
onboard diagnostics (OBD)
port and display a five-char-
acter alphanumeric code. By
consulting Edmunds’ list of
DTCs or searching for the
code on awebsite like Engine
Light Help, you'll be able to
figure out why the CEL is il-
[uminating.

Steve Mazor, retired chief
automotive engineer for the
Auto Club of Southern Cali-
fornig, saysthat an inexpensive
check engine code reader could
be useful for car owners who
aren’'t mechanically inclined.

“If the mechanic gives you
the same information, &t least
you know they are going down
the right road,” he notes. A
code reader can provide car
owners with one more data
point to help them tak with
their mechanic and avoid cost-
ly or unnecessary auto repairs.
Just keep in mind that you'll
have to figure out where your
car’'s OBD-Il port is (typica-
ly somewhere in the driver's
footwell) and get comfortable
with plugging in and operating
the code reader. It's dso im-
portant to remember that many
carsdidn’t havean OBD-II port
until the 1996 model year, so if
you're driving a classic, you'll
need to do alittlemoreresearch
to figure out what’ s going on.

Possible false flags from
a check engine code
With the code and its

meaning in hand, a do-it-

yourself interpretation can
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What doesyour check enginelight mean?

gtill be a little tricky even
if you are mechanicaly in-
clined. For example, a code
might suggest that a sensor
has gone bad when, in reali-
ty, it could be that the wiring
leading to the sensor is faulty.
Diagnosing the issue means
looking at everything poten-
tially connected to the check
engine light code.

It's also important to dis-
tinguish the difference be-
tween a check engine light
and a service indicator. The
CEL illuminates when there's
a problem detected some-
where in the vehicle, while
a service indicator comes on
when the car needs its sched-
uled maintenance. Edmunds
has a guide to the manufac-
turer-recommended mainte-
nance intervals for amost any
vehicle if you'd like to learn
more.

Don’t ignore that light

It's crucial to pay attention
to your car's dashboard and
address any warning lights as
soon as possible.

“The check engine light is
designed to come on when a
vehicle's onboard diagnostic
system seesaproblem that im-
pacts emissions or drivetrain
issues,” said David Rich, Car-
MD technical vice president.
“With uncertainty about how
tariffs will impact replace-
ment part prices, it's particu-
larly important for drivers to
address their car’s dashboard
warning lights.  Catching
problems early can reduce the
likelihood of a snowball ef-
fect from additional repairs.”

In a recent survey of U.S.
vehicle owners, CarMD
found that nearly half (49%)
reported having a dashboard
warning light on. Of that
group, 20% reported their ve-
hicle’'s check engine light was
on — nearly double the num-
ber from the last time CarMD
conducted a similar survey.
In the same survey, 22% re-
ported having a tire pressure
light on, which CarMD noted
was understandable since the
survey was conducted in Jan-
uary, when cold temperatures
can cause low tire pressure.

One of the simplest fixes
for a check engine light is in-
specting the gas cap. Forget-
ting to tighten it after a fuel
stop or fastening it incorrectly
can flag a problem with the
car's evaporative emissions
system, causing a check en-
gine light. If the cap is loose,
tighten it and drive for sev-

eral miles — if that was the
problem, the light should go
out. Other cheap repairs could
include replacing an air fil-
ter, cleaning fuel injectors, or
cleaning a mass airflow sen-
sor, which can be done by just
about anyone.

What should you do if the
check engine light comes on
and it's steady rather than
flashing? The most obvious
answer is to get the vehicle
checked by a mechanic, but
you might be tempted to ig-
noreit, especially if you know
that a steady light is less of
an immediate concern than a
flashing one. Indeed, many
people simply do nothing,
perhaps fearing an expensive
repair. Some drivers with
older vehicles may want to
sgueeze out as many remain-
ing miles as possible without
visiting a service garage.

This isn’'t wise, however.
For example, driving with a
faulty oxygen sensor or amis-
firing engine can lead to ex-
cessive fuel consumption, and
besides costing you money
every time you fill up, it can
also lead to accelerated cata
Iytic converter failure. Since
the cost to replace a catalyt-
ic converter easily exceeds
$1,000 on some popular car
models, promptly addressing
a check engine light is an im-
portant means of saving mon-
ey inthelong run. Eveninthe
case of aloose gas cap, ignor-
ing the problem would result
in increased emissions and
reduced engine performance.

How to turn off the
check engine light

Your vehicle is not likely
to pass a state safety inspec-

tion with the check engine
light on. This redlity can be
a good motivator for dealing
with the problem. Ultimately,
the engine and the emission
control system are so inter-
linked that the health of the
emission control system is a
good indicator of the engine’'s
overall heath. Having the is-
sue resolved by a mechanic
is the best way to make your
check engine light disappear

Still, some people might
want to turn off the light tem-
porarily for a number of rea-
sons. Most code readers will
allow you to turn off or reset
the check engine light, which
can be handy for DIY ers who
want to seeif they’ ve success-
fully repaired their cars. But
unless you've read the code,
deciphered its cause, and re-
placed or cleaned the relevant
parts, this action alone does
not actually address the prob-
lem. In many cases, you're
only delaying the inevitable,
and the light will come back
on within aday or two.

Occasionally, the check
engine light comes on when
nothing is wrong with the
car, said Mazor. It could be a
temporary problem caused by
a change in humidity or oth-
er factors. In such cases, the
light should go off by itself
after a short time.

Is it safe to drive your
car with the check
engine light on?

It depends on the severity
of theissue. If it'saminor is-
sue, such as a loose gas cap,
it should be safe to drive. If
you notice a difference in the
performance of the vehicle, it

could indicate a more serious
problem, and it's best to err
on the side of caution. Reduce
your speed and take the vehi-
cle to a mechanic as soon as
possible. If the check engine
light is flashing, exercise par-
ticular caution because your
car is trying to tell you that
there’'s a mgjor malfunction
— it might betimeto consider
atow truck.

Is the check engine
light serious?

If the culprit is a gas cap,
a check engine light isn't se-
rious. If it's caused by tem-
porary changes in the envi-
ronment, the light should go
away on its own. But if the
light stays on or turns amber,
there’'s a good chance the car
is releasing excess pollutants
or consuming too much fuel.
That's not only bad for your
gas mileage, but it's also a
sign of a more serious issue
that may need immediate at-
tention. If the check engine
light is flashing or if it turns
red, there’s almost certainly a
serious issue that requires im-
mediate expert attention.

How many miles can
you drive with the check
engine light on?

Since each fault code has
its own level of severity, itis
difficult to predict how many
miles you can drive with the
warning light on. The cause
could be anything from a bad
sensor to plug wires that need
to be replaced. The safest bet
isto decipher the code as soon
as possible and then plan your
strategy accordingly.

- Edmunds

Roadside readiness:
Winter emergency car Kit

BY LAURA SAMPSON
Food Drink Life

As winter descends upon us, 0 do the chad-
lenges of traveling in adverse westher conditions.
Snow, ice, deet and freezing temperatures can
turn aroutineroad trip into ahazardous adventure.

Preparing a winter emergency car kit en-
sures your safety and peace of mind during
winter travels. Your kit can be a lifesaver in
unexpected situations, providing you with es-
sential tools and supplies to weather any storm
or emergency on the road.

The necessity of a
winter emergency car kit

Winter weather can be unpredictable, and

accidents or breakdowns can happen whenever
you're traveling. A winter emergency car kit is
not just a convenience; it's a necessity. It's the
difference between being stranded in the cold,
waiting for help and having the means to take
control of your situation until assistance arrives.

Essential Items for your
winter emergency car kit

Preparing a kit in the fall before you need
it isagood idea, but it's never too late. Even
if you just get some essentials into your car,
you' re better off than having nothing.

Blankets: A thick, warm blanket can be a
lifesaver when you're stuck in a cold car. It
providesinsulation and helps retain body heat.

Extra clothing: Include gloves, a hat,
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scarves and extra layers of clothing to keep
you warm.

Hand warmers: We use these little hand
warmerswhen we need an extraquick warm-up.
These reusable hand warmers are excellent, too.

Non-perishablesnacks: Granolabars, nuts,
jerky and dried fruits are good options. They
provide energy and sustenance. You can aso
bring homemade cookies on your travel days.

Bottled water: Staying hydrated is crucial,
even in cold weather. Keep a few bottles of
water in your kit. This can be tricky when you
live in a cold area because it can freeze and
burst. Bringing fresh water with you on every
trip works. Or keep it in the passenger area of
your vehicle, and it may stay in liquid form. A
thermos of hot cocoa is nice to take with you
whenever you' re heading out.

Basic first aid kit: Either purchase a first
aid kit or make your own to include bandages,
antiseptic wipes and adhesive tape. These can
help treat minor injuries. Be sure to include
over-the-counter pain relievers in case of dis-
comfort or pain.

A light source: This can be a flashlight or
an emergency lamp with a rechargeable bat-
tery. Portable emergency lights often include
accessories like a jump starter, air compressor
or phone charging ports.

Snow and ice tools. A good shovel can
help you get out of a ditch. Aswell as an ice
scraper to clear your windows.

Something for traction: This can be sand
or kitty litter or these easy-to-use traction
pads. We have used the traction pads success-
fully for awhile now and really liketheir ease.
They're particularly handy for teen drivers.

Jumper cables: A dead battery can happen
in cold weather. Jumper cables can get your
car back on the road.

Portable phone charger: Ensure your
phone remains charged to call for help or ac-
cessinformation. Everyonein our family hasa
rechargeable battery just for their phones.

Reflective triangles or flares. Help make
your vehicle visible to other drivers and emer-
gency responders. Flares show up nicely inthe
dark but do burn out, so triangles are a lon-
ger-term product. We keep both of these in
cars for the best protection.

Multi-tool or utility knife: A versdtile tool
that can assst invarious situations. | keep amulti-
tool in the side pocket of my car, and it has come
in handy in so many Situationsin any season.

Also, consider a few more ideas

Winter tires and chains or studded tires can
make life easier in winter driving. But remember,

they don’'t make you infalible; you can till dip,
dide or get stuck when using them.

A full tank of gas is also a good idea for
winter driving. Y ou may be stuck in traffic and
need to keep it running for an extended period.

When driving, wear weather-appropriate
clothing and boots. If you' re stuck somewhere,
these will serve you well.

Regular check and maintenance

Regularly check the contents of your car emer-
gency kit to ensure they arein good condition and
replace any expired or damaged items. Check
them monthly and replace items as needed.

How to use your winter
emergency car kit

Thefirst step is knowing what to include in
your winter emergency car kit for winter trav-
el. The second step is understanding how to
use it effectively is equally important.

Stay calm: In awinter emergency, remain-
ing calm and collected is essential. Panic can
lead to poor decision-making.

Signal for help: If you're distressed, use
your reflective triangles or flaresto make your
vehicle visible to others.

Stay inside: If you're stranded in your ve-
hicle, it's generally safer to stay inside, where
you' re protected from the cold and other vehi-
cles dliding around.

Run the engine wisely: Only run your en-
gine intermittently to conserve fuel. Prevent
carbon monoxide buildup by keeping your
tailpipe clear.

Stay informed: Watch weather updates
and emergency alerts on your phone.

Conserve supplies. Use your supplies
sparingly. Taking fresh snacks, water and ahot
drink with you will help stretch your supplies.

Call for help: If your phone is functional,
call for assistance and provide your location as
accurately as possible.

An emergency car kit is an investment that
can improve your safety and well-being during
cold-weather travel. Assemble your kit, main-
tain it and drive defensively in cold weather.
With the right supplies and knowledge, you
can navigate the challenges of winter driving
with confidence and peace of mind.

Laura Sampson of Little House Big Alaska
is on a mission to teach modern family-ori-
ented home cooks how to make old-fashioned
foods new again. She shares her passion for
home cooking, backyard gardening and home-
steading on her website and blog.
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Understanding MSRP & market value

BY RONALD MONTOYA
Edmunds

Car buying has a language
of itsown. “MSRP’ is one of
many car pricing terms you'll
encounter at a car deaership
— “invoice price” “sticker
price” “car market vaue’
and “destination charge” are
others. It's important to un-
derstand the meaning of these
pricing terms if you want to
get the best deal. With this
in mind, here are some fre-
quently asked questions about
MSRP and other car shopping
terms you may come across.

New car invoice prices

Invoice pricing on new
cars (sometimes referred to
as “dedler cost”) is roughly
what the dealership paid the
automaker for a given vehi-
cleinitsinventory. It appears
primarily on the invoice that
the car manufacturer sends
to the dealership for billing
purposes. It's not commonly
known, but dealerships are
the ones that actually pur-
chase the vehicles from the
automakers, and they need to
be bought at a reduced price
(below MSRP) for the dedler-
ship to make a profit when it
sellsthem.

A new car's invoice price
has often been used as an in-
formal measuring stick for
determining a good price.
Comparing it to a vehicle's
asking price can give you an
idea of the potential discount
range. The idea is that if you
were able to buy a car at or
below invoice, you prevented
the deaership from making
a greater profit and, there-
fore, got ttheiryou the invoice
pricehe best deal.

While the invoice price is
an important part of shopping
for a new vehicle, it isn’t the
only number you need to fo-
cus on. There are many as-
pects to getting a good ded
beyond simply finding the
invoice figure, so treat it as
one of many tools at your dis-
posal.

Where do you find
the invoice price?

Since the new car invoice
is primarily used for inter-
nal dealership purposes, this
number isn't readily available
to most car shoppers. If you
ask nicely, the salesperson
will sometimes show you the

invoice on his or her comput-
er or send you a printout. The
salesperson, however, is not
obligated to show the invoice
priceto you.

What is MSRP?

MSRP stands for the man-
ufacturer's suggested retall
price. As the name indicates,
it is the price that the man-
ufacturer recommends that
dealers charge for a new ve-
hicle, plus any options or
packages. Note that, as the
name implies, MSRP isjust a
suggestion, meaning that the
dealership is within its rights
to charge more or less than
this starting figure.

Invoice vs. MSRP

In genera terms, the in-
voice is what the dealership
paid for a new car, and the
MSRP is what the automaker
recommends a customer pay
for that same car. The invoice
price will always be lower
than the MSRP, and in some
cases, that gap is much less
than you might expect. The
profit margin on new cars can
be fairly low, and the more
discounts a dealership gives
you, the less they potentially
make on the car deal. Deal-
ers are businesses, after all,
which is why you often see

dealer-added accessories or
markups on high-demand ve-
hicles.

Can you buy a car at or
below the invoice price?

Yes. Sometimes you can
negotiate to buy a car at in-
voice price or even lower. It
can sometimes happen when
a car is selling poorly, or
when a manufacturer offers
incentives such as customer
or bonus cash to dedlers to
stimulate sales and offset any
losses from a lower-priced
sdle. If a car has been sitting
on alot for too long, a deal-
er might be motivated to sell
for the invoice price simply to
make room for new inventory.
Each dedler's overhead and
assorted costs and sales goals
areaso different, giving some
more latitude than others to
make deals.

A host of variables often
go into the final purchase
price or “out-the-door price,”
and while buyers don't need
to venture into the weeds of
dealership operations, it helps
to know what the salesper-
s0n across the table, or on the
other end of the phone, is up
against in any transaction.

New car window sticker
On any given new or used

car, you'll find a piece of pa-
per attached to the front or
side window with pricing list-
ed on it. Thislabel is referred
tointernally asthe“Monroney
sticker,” or simply “the Mon-
roney,” but many people have
taken to caling it the “win-
dow sticker.” The presenta-
tion of the window sticker can
differ by automaker, but they
all contain details about the
vehicle' s standard and option-
al features, plusthe MSRP.

What is the “sticker
price” on a car?

When people say “sticker
price,” they're usualy refer-
ring to the total MSRP of the
vehicle, including options,
packages, destination charges
and other fees such as the gas
guzzler tax (if applicable) or
any manufacturer discounts.
The sum of these costs is the
sticker price, which may be
labeled on the sticker as “total
vehicle price,” “total price” or
even “total MSRP.”

What is a
destination charge?

The destination charge
covers the costs that an au-
tomaker incurs when trans-
porting a new vehicle from
the factory to the dealership.
This cost is passed on to the

customer and is part of the
overall sticker price of the
vehicle. It cannot be negotiat-
ed. The destination fee is one
of many fees that are part of
buying a car. Note that when
you see avehicle' spricein an
advertisement or commercial,
it often does not include the
destination charge to make
the number more appealing.

Car market value

The market value of a car,
sometimes called “fair market
value,” is the average figure
that shoppers in a given area
are paying for that vehicle.
If you're wondering, “What
should | pay for a new car?’
the market value is a good
place to start.

Edmunds calls this the Ed-
munds Suggested Price; it was
previously called True Market
Vaue (TMV). The Edmunds
Suggested Price is what we
recommend you pay, not in-
cluding taxes or fees. This
market value is based on our
analysis of millions of data
points including supply, de-
mand, incentives, options and
recent nearby transactions.

For some new cars, the
market value will usualy lie
between the invoice price on
the low end and the sticker
price on the high end. But

there are also times when the
average price can go above
the MSRP for cars in limited
production numbersor in high
demand.

For used cars, the market
value is based on the aver-
age sales or trade-in price for
comparable vehicles. Because
the market value is an aver-
age, some people will pay less
and others will pay more. But
by looking at the TMV or the
Edmunds Suggested Price,
you can get a rough idea of
how popular thevehicleisand
what you should expect to pay
for it. If you aready have a
guote from the deal ership, use
the Edmunds Price Checker
to help determine if you're
getting a good deal. And for
those trading in a vehicle, use
Edmunds appraisal tool to
help you determine its trade-
in market value.

What is the Kelley
Blue Book value?

When people mention the
Kelley Blue Book vaue or
“Blue Book price,” for short,
they are either specifically
referencing the Kelley Blue
Book (KBB) pricing data or
they are using a generic de-
scriptor (such as Kleenex or
Xerox) to refer to the market
value of a car. KBB is one
of many resources that deal-
erships use to evauate the
pricing of a trade-in or used
car. The market value of a
vehicle gathered from KBB
is often also referred to as the
“Blue Book value’ or “Book
value” Like Edmunds, Kel-
ley publishesits own used car
values, using its own propri-
etary methods. Dealers will
also consult NADAguides or
the “Black Book,” which are
less consumer-oriented and
are designed to help them de-
termine wholesale prices.

The bottom line

The market is aways
changing, and prices fluctuate
constantly. So it's important
to shop around for the best
deal. The car pricing terms
here will guide you as you
get quotes and consider vari-
ous offers. As you shop, you
will become an expert on car
pricing in your area during
the period you're shopping
for your car. And when you
know the numbers behind the
deal, it will make you a better
negotiator.

Thetruecost of buying a car for your teen

BY CAMERON HUDDLESTON
AARP

Jeff Judge is preparing for
the sticker shock of buying his
son a car — even though his
son doesn't turn 16 until Sep-
tember 2028.

It's not just the price of
the vehicle that he's worried
about. He's also concerned
about how much it's going to
cost to add his son to his auto
insurance plan.

“The premium jump issig-
nificant enough that | started
planning for it now,” Judge
says. Depending on the vehi-
cle he purchases, his policy’s
annual premium could jump
by $4,000 to $5,000, he says.

As a certified financia
planner in Forest Hill, Mary-
land, Judge often helps clients
navigate the process of buy-
ing a car for ateenager. Many
parents, he says, are surprised
by the insurance costs and
other hidden expenses. “Most
parents think a car purchase
is a one-time budget hit,” he
says. “It's not. It's the start of
a multiyear expense stream
that catches families com-
pletely off guard.”
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..........................................

Here' swhat to know about
the true cost of buying your
teen a car — and some smart
ways to save money.

Car purchase: $49,758
for a new vehicle on average,
or $27,027 for a used vehicle
on average

Gone are the days when
you could buy a new car for
less than $20,000. “ The market
has changed dragtically,” says
Ronald Montoya, manager of
consumer advice at online car
shopping resource Edmunds.
“Cars have gotten more expen-
sive. Interest rates have gone
to record highs. All of that
amounts to sticker shock when
you cometo the dealership.”

The average price paid for
a new car in June 2026 was
$49,758 according to Kelley
Blue Book, while the aver-
age price for a used car was
$27,027.

Although used vehicles are
typicaly less expensive than
new ones, prices remain high,
Montoya says. To find a used
car for less than $10,000, he
says consumerswould haveto
look at vehicles that are more
than 10 years old with more
than 100,000 miles.
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How to save: Don't be
afraid to buy a used vehicle,
especially a reliable brand,
Montoyasays. Not surewhere
to start? Consumer Reports
publishes a list of the best car
brands based on survey data,
safety assessments and hands-
on road testing.

Once you've found a car
you're interested in buying,
check its vehicle history re-
port, Montoya suggests. The
report shows the car’s owner-
ship history, accident history,
repair and service records,
and other information. Many
providers let you view the re-
port for free — you just need
to provide the car's vehicle
identification number (VIN).

SuePlisch, acertified finan-
cia planner in Champaign-Ur-
bana, lllinois, says her ex-hus-
band recently bought their
16-year-old son a 2009 Toy-
ota Prius with 400,000 miles
for $1,750. It required a few
repairs, but her daughter and
her daughter’ s boyfriend, who
have taken auto repair classes
at acommunity college, saved
money by making the repairs
themselves.

Insurance: $5,740 per
year for full coverage on av-
erage

Y oung drivers cost more to
insure because they’'re more
likely to get into accidentsand
file claims with insurers, says
Erika Tortorici, owner of Op-
timum Insurance Solutions,
an independent insurance
agency in Hamilton, Massa-
chusetts.

Adding a 16-year-old to a
parent’s auto insurance policy
with full coverage — liability,
collison and comprehensive
insurance — costs $5,740 per
year on average, according to
Bankrate. Liability insurance,
which is required by most
states, coversinjuriesto others
and damage to other people’'s

property if you cause an acci-
dent. Collision insurance cov-
ers damage to your car from
a collision, while comprehen-
sive insurance covers damage
from theft, fire, natural disas-
ters and incidents other than
collisions.

Your insurance rate will
largely depend on the vehi-
cle you purchase, where you
live and your teenager's gen-
der, Tortorici says. General-
ly, auto insurance rates are
higher for men, according to
online insurance marketplace
The Zebra. Only a handful of
states ban gender-based insur-
ance pricing.

How to save: A used car
is cheaper not just to buy but
also to insure. And typically,
the older the vehicle, the low-
er the premium. Plisch says
that insuring her son's 2009
Prius added only about $600
to her annual premium.

You aso can save on car
insurance by taking advan-
tage of discounts. Having
your child take a safe driving
course can knock up to 25 per-
cent off your premium, Tor-
torici says. A “good student
discount” — typically defined
as a B average or higher —
can result in up to 15 percent
off. Opting into a telematics
program that monitors your
teen’s driving may provide a
5 to 10 percent up-front dis-
count and up to 20 percent off
at policy renewal if your child
has demonstrated safe driving
habits, Tortorici says.

When adding your teen to
your insurance policy, make
sure your provider assigns
your kid the correct vehicle,
says Ted Rossman, a former
principal analyst at Bankrate.
“Sometimes, they assign the
teen driver to the most expen-
sive vehicle,” resulting in a
higher premium, he says.

Car loan: 7 percent interest

rate for a five-year loan on av-
erage

Auto loan rates have in-
creased significantly over the
past five years, Rossman says.

The average interest rate
for afive-year new car loanis
6.98 percent as of August, up
from 4.15 percent in August
2021. The average rate for a
used vehicle is 10.6 percent.
If your credit score is below
600, your rate for a used car
loan could be as high as 15
percent, Montoya says.

How to save: Get at least
three auto loan quotes. Con-
sider obtaining offers from a
variety of lenders, such as a
local credit union, a nation-
al bank and an online lender,
before you negotiate a car
purchase with a dealer. “You
want to go in with financing
offers,” Rossman says. That
way, you won't fee com-
pelled to go with deder fi-
nancing, which could be aless
favorablerate.

Repairs; $840 per year on
average

“When you're young,
you're going to make mis
takes’ on the road, Montoya
says.

Those mistakes can be
costly to fix: According to
Cox Automotive, the average
spent on car repairsis $838.

Considering buying your
teenager an electric vehi-
cle? Be prepared to shell out
more for repairs because parts
and labor are often more ex-
pensive for EVs than for
gas-powered cars. If your kid
gets into an accident, your in-
surance company might even
consider it atotal |0ss because
the battery alone is expensive
to replace, Montoya says.

How to save: Regular
maintenance can help avoid
costly repairs. The car’s man-
ual can be a good source of
information, like how often to

perform oil changes and tire
rotations.

Shop around when seeking
repairs. Prices and services
can vary widely between me-
chanics.

Gas. $4.01 per galon on
average

Fuel prices are ticking
down, but the average cost
per galon still clocked in at
$4.01 in August, according
to AAA. That means, unless
you're buying your teenager
an electric vehicle, your kid
may need to budget a signif-
icant amount of money to fill
up their tank.

How to save: Consider
having your kid shoulder gas
expenses. Both Judge and
Plisch say their sonswill have
to pay for gas out of their own
pockets.

There are steps they can
take to pay less at the pump.
Encourage them to sign up for
gas station loyalty programs
and to compare prices at near-
by stations using a mobile app
such as AAA Mobile, Gas
Buddy or FuelUp. If you're a
member of a warehouse club,
your kid can fuel up there us-
ing your membership to get
discounted gas.

Your teenager's driving
behaviors matter too. Speed-
ing, rapid acceleration and
hard braking can reduce gas
mileage by up to 40 percent.

Cameron Huddleston is
an award-winning personal
finance journalist and author
of Mom and Dad, We Need
to Talk: How to Have Essen-
tial Conversations With Your
Parents About Their Financ-
es. Her work has appeared
in Kiplinger.com, Kiplinger’s
Personal Finance, Forbes
Advisor, Chicago Tribune,
Business Insider and many
more online and print publi-
cations.



So your freshly minted
young driver has a license.
Now what? If you are launch-
ing into a search for the best
cars for teens, we can help.
Evenif youdon’t havethe bud-
get to bring home one of our
picks, we will provide some
helpful tipsfor your quest.

How much does it
cost to add a teenager
to car insurance?

It costs a lot to add your
teen to the car insurance pol-
icy you currently hold, that
is, unless you live in Hawaii.
There is practicaly no in-
crease in adding a teenager
to your policy in our 50th
state. If you live elsewhere, it
can inflate your premium by
150% or more. And it's usu-
ally more for amale teen than
any other young driver.

Of course, some cars are
more expensive than othersto
insure. However, the bulk of a
new driver's added insurance
cost isliability coverage. That
coverage pays for property
damage and physical harm to
others. There are many factors
an insurance provider takes
into account when calculating
apremium.

It's impossible for any-
one but an insurance com-
pany representative to even
ballpark your new premium.
Consequently, involving your
insurance agent in the process
as early as possible is essen-
tial to avoid surprises.

How do you lower
car insurance rates
for a teenager?

There are several discounts
your provider may offer to
reduce that insurance burden.
Progressive, for example, of-
fers up to a 10% discount to
students with a B grade aver-
age or better. Some compa-
nies also provide a discount if
your teen driver takes a driv-
ing safety course. Ask your
insurance agent.

Whether your insurance
provider offers a safe driver
school discount or not, you
might want to enroll your new
driver in a safety program.
Such schools hone a young
driver's awareness and skills.
Since 2003, Ford has operat-
ed its Ford Driving Skills for
Life Academy, a traveling
roadshow that visits severa
cities each year, and an online
course. The American Auto-
mobile Association (AAA)
also offersan onlineteen safe-
ty course.

Others, like Tire Rack's
Street Survival school, il
travel around the country.
Hands-on programs usually
combine classroom work with
instruction by aqualified driv-
ing coach on a closed course.

For teen drivers,
all cars aren’t equal

Here is where we discuss
common sense. It's possible

you reached a point in your
life when you are no longer
concerned with the vehicle
you drive somehow defining
or being areflection of you.

Often, that less-than-mature
driver raiding your refrigera-
tor won't share your wisdom.
Their dream car list will con-
tain al sorts of cars, trucks,
and SUV sthat may not be suit-
able or safe for them, whether
you can afford them or not.

To this point, Joseph
Young advised, “It's readly
important that teens choose
a car that will provide good
crash protection. When shop-
ping for or handing down a
car, there are some basics that
teens and their parents should
keep in mind. For starters,
teens shouldn't be driving
an older car that lacks basic
safety features like electronic
stability control (ESC) or side
airbags. Generaly, newer ve-
hicles offer better crash pro-
tection because they’ve been
subjected to more challenging
safety tests. Thisdoesn't mean
your teen needs a brand-new
vehicle, but teens shouldn’'t
be driving an old beater that
lacks basic safety features.”

Going into this project, we
set some standards about the
vehicles we consider best for
teen drivers. Remember, you
must balance the vehicle's
cost with its safety features.

While newer models will
likely offer more advanced
safety features and driver as-
sists than older models, a new
car's price may not be reais-
tic for many families. When
you plan your budget for a
vehicle, it may also bewiseto
factor in the potential cost of
repair and bodywork. If your
family budget alows, 2013
and newer vehicles will come
standard with the “Big Three”
of safety features. antilock
brakes, traction control, and
stability control, which the
federal government mandates.

In 2018, carmakers had to
comply with the federa gov-
ernment mandate for rearview
cameras in al new cars, but
by 2017, most aready had
them. We highly recommend
this feature. If you are well-
heeled enough to shop above
this list, you might consider
an electric vehicle (EV). Just
keep in mind that the peak
torque — the power that gets
avehicle moving—inan EV
is al available the instant the
driver's foot touches the ac-
celerator. That may be too
much immediate power for a
teen to handle safely.

Types of cars to avoid

Tiny city cars might be
more affordable and get better
gas mileage than compact or
midsize ones. However, they
will almost always come out
second in acontest with afull-
sizetruck or SUV on the road.
Joseph Y oung agrees: “ Teens
also shouldn’t bein the small-
est cars on the road. Very
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Choosing the best vehicle for your teenager

small cars don’'t provide as
much protection in a crash, so
it's crucia that teens are be-
hind the wheel of something
dlightly larger. We're not rec-
ommending they drive tanks,
but something like a midsize
car or small SUV is going to
provide more protection than
aminicar.”

Sports cars might look cool
but may tempt teenagers to
drive beyond their skill. Big
SUVs or pickup trucks will
surround your teen with more
metal, but they may betoo big
for your teen to handle. They
are simply more challenging
to park. And then there is the
fuel economy issue.

High-horsepower cars will
be high on the must-have list
for some teen drivers, but
even experienced drivers can
overshoot their ability on
rain-soaked pavement. In-
creased horsepower transates
into higher insurance premi-
ums and more potential for
trouble.

Best new cars for
teens under $30,000

2025 Honda HR-V
Starting Price: $26,795
Kelley Blue Book Rating: 4.5

Roomy, refined, and de-
pendable, the Honda HR-V
delivers the brand’s most no-
table attributes. Every HR-V
grade comes with the latest
Honda Sensing bundle, fea
turing automatic emergency
braking with pedestrian de-
tection, lane-keeping assist,
adaptive cruise control, and
lane departure warning.

A couple of USB-C
charging ports, Apple Car-
Play, Android Auto, high-
beam assist, LED headlights,
and hill-start assist are all
standard. We'd pony up the
extra $2,100 for the Sport
trim to gain proximity keyless
entry, Walk Away Auto Lock,
heated outboard mirrors with
integrated turn signas, and
blind-spot monitoring with
rear cross-traffic alert.

2025 KiaK4
Starting Price: $23,165
Kelley BlueBook Rating: 4.5

An al-new model for
2025, the Kia K4 compact se-
dan is stylish, affordable, and
brimming with technology.
We think your teen will be
drawn to its slick exterior and
enthused by its standard tech,
which includes a 12.3-inch
infotainment touchscreen,
multiple USB-C ports, Apple
CarPlay, Android Auto, and
proximity keyless entry.

Also standard are LED
headlights and Kias Drive
Wise suite of advanced safe-
ty technologies. Among them
are adaptive cruise control,
lane-keeping assist, lane-fol-
lowing assist, high-beam as-
sist, and forward collision
avoidance with pedestrian
detection. We'd spend an-
other $2,000 for the EX trim,
adding blind-spot monitor-
ing, rear cross-traffic aert, a

60/40-split, folding rear seat,
dual-zone automatic climate
control, and safe-exit warn-
ing.

2025 Mazda CX-30
Starting Price: $26,615
Kelley Blue Book Rating: 4.2

Although the Mazda CX-
30's 191 hp may be abit more
than you want at Junior's
beck and call, this subcom-
pact SUV provides a hefty
list of advanced technology.
Standard features include all-
wheel drive, LED headlights,
a 7-inch digital gauge cluster,
an 8.8-inch touchscreen, Ap-
ple CarPlay, Android Auto,
and two USB-C ports.

Advanced safety tech in-
cludes automatic emergency
braking with pedestrian detec-
tion, blind-spot monitoring,
rear cross-traffic aert, lane
departure warning, lane-keep-
ing assist, and high-beam as-
sist.

2025 Toyota Prius
Starting Price: $29,485
Kelley BlueBook Rating: 4.8

The Toyota Priusisthe car
that made “hybrid” a house-
hold word. Toyotamolded the
Priusinto the sleek shape of a
speedster. Well, it’'s not that.
However, it still manages an
impressive combined driving
fuel economy of 57 mpg. Stu-
dents heading for the snow-
belt can add all-wheel drive
(AWD). Its rear-seat legroom
is about average for the seg-
ment.

Wellike it so much that we
named the redesigned Prius
our Best New Model of 2024.
Every Prius comes with auto-
matic emergency braking with
pedestrian detection, lane de-
parture warning with steering
assist, adaptive cruise control,
lane-keeping assist, and high-
beam assist. Blind-spot mon-
itoring and rear cross-traffic
alert come standard as well.
If the new models are out of
your price range, the previ-
ous-generation Prius is also
an excellent choice.

2025 Honda Civic
Starting Price: $25,400
Kelley BlueBook Rating: 4.7

The Civic made our list of
picks for severa reasons, in-
cluding the fact that 2025 is
the fourth year in arow we've
named it our Compact Car
Best Buy for 2025. It also gets
a government-estimated 36
mpg in combined driving.

Every 2025 Civic arrives
with the Honda Sensing suite
of driver aids, including for-
ward collision warning, auto
emergency braking, lane de-
parture warning, lane-keep-
ing assist, and adaptive
cruise control. Connectivity
technology includes Apple
CarPlay and Android Auto,
one USB port, and Bluetooth
connectivity. Honda typically
doesn't offer option packag-
es. To gain more content, you
must move up in trim level.
And look to the hatchback
model ($28,600) for more car-
go space.

2025 Toyota Corolla
Starting Price: $23,460
Kelley BlueBook Rating: 4.5

It boasts low cost-to-own
figures and historically good
reliability. The Corolla's
starting price reflects the en-
try-level LE model. It offers
standard equipment like auto-
matic climate control, remote
keyless entry, and a rear-seat
center armrest.

Every 2025 Corolla comes
with Toyota's Safety Sense
3.0. This advanced driver as-
sistance technology suite in-
cludes pre-collision with pe-
destrian detection, automatic
emergency braking, adaptive
cruise control, lane departure
warning, lane-keeping assist,
traffic sign recognition, and
automatic high beams.

The optiona Premium
Package offers a blind-spot
monitor with arear cross-traf-
fic alert system, which isgreat
for teen drivers. Connectivity
features include Bluetooth,
voice recognition, four USB
ports, Amazon Alexa, Apple
CarPlay, Android Auto, and
Wi-Fi capability. The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy’s (EPA) government-cer-
tified combined fuel economy
is 35 mpg.

2026 Hyundai Kona
Starting Price: $26,000
Kelley Blue Book Rating: 4.8

Totally redesigned last
year, the 2025 Hyundai Kona
offers tremendous value as
a subcompact SUV with
eye-catching exterior styling.
We named it our Subcompact
SUV Best Buy in 2024 and
then gave it the same recog-
nition for 2025. Its small size
makes parking easy, a big
plus for teens. The rear cargo
area is well-suited to carry-
ing gear. The gas engine of-
fers fuel economy as good as
35 mpg on the highway. The
KonaElectricisaso available
outside the $30,000 budget.

There is plenty of val-
ue here, as even the base
SE model comes standard
with blind-spot monitoring,
lane-keeping assist, forward
collision-avoidance  assist,
lane-change assist, and rear
cross-traffic collision warn-
ing. A 12.3-inch touchscreen
and wireless Apple CarPlay
and Android Auto are aso in-
cluded.

2025 Chevrolet Trailblazer
Starting Price: $24,495
Kelley Blue Book Rating: 4.2

Being one of Chevy's
smaller SUVsdoesn't stop the
Trailblazer from being a con-
siderablevalue. Some exterior
restyling for 2024 dramatical-
ly improved its curb appeal.
Moreover, this SUV provides
an abundance of standard fea-
tures. For example, its stan-
dard advanced safety features
include automatic forward
emergency braking with pe-
destrian detection, lane-keep-
ing assist, and lane departure
warning. High-beam assist is
also standard. We recommend

opting for the $395 Driver
Confidence Package that adds
blind-spot monitoring and
rear cross-traffic alert. It's a
bargain.

With the most rear-seat
legroom in its class and a lit-
tle better than average cargo
space, the Trailblazer is an
impressive hauler. At 30 mpg,
its combined fuel economy is
above average among rivals.
You can add al-wheel drive
for $2,000.

2025 Nissan Kicks
Starting Price: $23,220
Kelley BlueBook Rating: 4.3

Nissan completely rede-
signed the Kicks for 2025.
We're not sure we buy Nis-
san’ s explanation that the new
styling is based on sneakers.
Whatever the inspiration,
we believe teens will love to
be seen in the newest Kicks.
It exudes a deek rugged-
ness. We particularly like
the available contrast-color
roof. A mere $55 separates
the Kicks from the most af-
fordable model on this list of
new cars. the 2025 Kia K4.
Yet, it comes with Nissan's
signature Zero Gravity seats
and its Safety Shield 360 with
automatic emergency braking
with pedestrian detection, rear
automatic braking, blind-spot
monitoring, rear cross-traffic
alert, lane departure warning,
and high-beam assist. Adap-
tive cruise control is also stan-
dard.

All-wheel driveisavailble
on all three Kicks trim levels.
According to government es-
timates, the redesigned Kicks
returns 31 mpg in mixed city-
and-highway driving.

Used Cars for Teens
Under $20,000

2017 Toyota RAV4
The Toyota RAV4 offers
a range of advanced safety
technology. Every trim level
comes standard with the Toy-
ota Safety Sense P (TSS-P)
suite of advanced safety fea-
tures, which includes lane
departure warning with steer-
ing assist, adaptive cruise
control, and automatic high
beams. The SE model and
higher will get you the most
safety features. That will also
get you LED headlights, fog
lights, and rear cross-traffic
alert. You can also look for
2018 models within this price
range.
2018 Mazda CX-5
If you choose the 2018
Mazda CX-5 in the Touring
trim, it comes loaded with ad-
vanced safety and driver-as-
sist features. Additionaly,
it provides LED headlights,
auto-leveling headlights,
dual-zone automatic cli-
mate control, automatic high
beams, lane departure warn-
ing, lane-keeping assist, and
adaptive cruise control. It
aced all the crash tests. It also
offers excellent reliability.
See BEST, Page 8

Hertz data show

Fall travel is shaping up to
be a season of the open road.
New survey data from Hertz
shows nearly half of U.S.
adults (46%) plan to travel
this fall, with road trips sig-
nificantly outpacing air travel.

Nearly 60% of travelers
plan to drive to their destina-
tion, compared with just 28%
whosetrip requiresadomestic
flight. Millennials are leading
the trend, proving nearly four
times more likely than Baby

Boomersto use arental car as
their primary mode of trans-
portation this fall, and com-
bined rental car usage among
Gen Z and Millennialsfar out-
paces Boomers — a sign that
these generations are choos-
ing the flexibility of a rental
over rigid flight itineraries.

More key trends
shaping travel
plans this season

Travelers want value

road tripswill dominate fall travel

without giving up experienc-
es. Americans are balancing
budgets with memory-mak-
ing thisfall. Nearly one-third
(31%) say they are seeking
budget-friendly  getaways,
while an identical share
(31%) is willing to spend
more on memorable experi-
ences— suggesting travelers
are carefully weighing value
against adventure rather than
defaulting to the cheapest
option.

Millennials and Gen Z
are driving the experience
economy. Millennias are the
generation most likely to say
they’re willing to spend more
on memorable experienc-
es (33%), followed closely
by Gen Z (32%) — together
prioritizing meaningful mo-
ments over simply finding the
lowest price.

Gen Z is rewriting the
rules of travel planning.
While older travelers are
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more likely to embrace loose
plans and figure things out
as they go, Gen Z stands
out for taking a more struc-
tured approach. More than
one-quarter (26%) prefer a
fully planned itinerary, and
34% are planning travel ear-
lier than in prior years, sug-
gesting younger travelers are
prioritizing preparation, value
and availability.

City escapes, beach
getaways and small-town
charm top the list. Mgjor
cities rank as the most pop-
ular destination type (39%),
followed by beach destina-
tions (27%) and small towns
(25%), highlighting travel-
ers desire for both energy
and relaxation. Mountain
destinations, national parks
and rural countryside es-
capes also remain popular
choices.

The Southeast emerges
as fall’s most popular re-
gion. More than one-quarter
of travelers (28%) plan to
visit the Southeast this fall,
making it the season’s most
popular region. The mix
of beaches, vibrant cities,
warm weather and college
football continues to draw
travelers.

Fall foliage travel is
building momentum. Hertz
booking trends show early
demand building in Boston,

Portland and Hartford, while
destinations across New En-
gland and the Western Moun-
tain region are experiencing
double-digit year-over-year
growth. The week of Octo-
ber 5is currently showing the
strongest demand build for
fall travel.

Smart moves
for fall travel

With  demand building
throughout the season, Hertz
recommends a few simple
ways travelers can make the
most of fall travel:

Match your vehicle to
your adventure. Wheth-
er you're leaf peeping or
exploring mountain roads,
choose a vehicle that makes
the journey memorable.
Hertz offers options like a
Jeep Wrangler, Jeep Wag-
oneer, Ford Bronco and IN-
EOS Grenadier, combining
standout style and plenty
of room for passengers and
gear.

Let Al help plan your
trip. Travelers looking for
guidance can use the new
Hertz plugin in ChatGPT
to compare vehicle options,
explore available services
and receive personalized
recommendations based
on their travel plans be-
fore seamlessly booking on
Hertz.com.
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2017 Honda CR-V

The 2017 Honda CR-V is
very  young-driver-friendly.
This is the first model year
that benefits from Honda's
complete redesign of the CR-
V. The EX model has our rec-
ommended driver assists and
advanced safety features. It
also has fog lights, dual-zone
automatic climate control,
adaptive cruise control, lane
departure warning, lane-keep-
ing assist, and automatic high
beams. The average price of
the 2018 and 2019 CR-V EX
also falls under $20,000.

2021 Toyota Corolla

Toyota has packed the
Corolla compact sedan with
loads of standard equipment.

For advanced safety, look
for at least an LE trim level
with the Convenience Pack-
age. Other worthwhile fea-
tures for the young driver are
hill-start assist, heated mirrors
with integrated turn signals,
adaptive cruise control, lane
departure warning, lane-keep-
ing assist, traffic sign recog-
nition, and automatic high
beams. Its 1.8-liter 4-cylinder
engine and CVT deliver 38
mpg on the highway.

2019 M azda3

Pound for pound and dollar
for dollar, it's tough to beat
the Mazda3 in its segment. It
achieves a government-esti-
mated 36 mpg on the highway

To get the full suite of ad-
vanced safety features, you
will need to find a Mazda3
in the Select trim or higher. It
comes with the i-ActivSense
advanced safety suite, with
adaptive cruise control, lane
departure warning, lane-keep-
ing assist, driver-attention
aert, and automatic high
beams. Also standard in the
Select are outboard mirrors
with integrated turn signals,
dual-zone automatic climate
control, and rear cross-traffic
alert. 2020 and 2021 Mazda3
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Select models also fall under
the $20,000 ceiling.
2018 Honda Accord

Honda totally redesigned
the Accord for 2018. Every
trim level provides Honda
Sensing. For example, the
base LX includes the Honda
Sensing with adaptive cruise
control, collision-mitigation
braking, lane-keeping as
sist, and more. The average
price of a 2018 LX is about
$17,000. Moreover, al high-
er trims are aso under the
$20,000 threshold.

2017 Toyota Prius

The Toyota Prius is a pur-
pose-built hybrid known for
itsreliability and safety.

The government estimated
that the fuel economy is as
good as an impressive 58 mpg
city, 53 mpg highway, and 56
mpg combined.

2020 Honda Civic

The Honda Civic is a spa-
cious, fuel-efficient sedan that
offers plenty of tech and safe-
ty features. The good news is
that no matter the trim level,
the 2020 Civic comes stan-
dard with Honda Sensing, a
suite of advanced safety fea-
tures. It includes adaptive
cruise control, lane departure
warning, lane-keeping assist,
and automatic high beams.
Honda offered the 2020 Civic
as a coupe and hatchback, in
addition to the sedan priced
here. If you choose the EX
sedan, the LaneWatch blind-
spot camera system will be
added. If you want to stay
under the $20,000 threshold,
you need to look for the 2020
Civic as a sedan in the LX,
Sport, EX, or EX-L trim.

2019 Chevrolet Equinox

With the 2019 Chevrolet
Equinox, your search should
start with the LT trim level.
It came standard with Teen
Driver Technology, forward
collision warning with emer-
gency braking, lane departure
warning, lane-keeping assist,
and automatic high beams.
However, we recommend you
find one with the Custom and
Convenience Package. That

adds blind-spot monitoring
and rear traffic alert, aong
with heated front seats and
heated mirrors with turn-sig-
nal indicators. Also falling
under the $20,000 price ceil-
ing are the 2020 and 2021 LT
models.

Best used cars for
teens under $15,000

2018 Kia Sportage

The 2018 Kia Sportage
compact SUV scored well in
crash tests and has impres-
sive reliability. The EX trim
with the Technology Package
provides our recommended
safety features. It also features
automatic high beams, fog
lights, and a windshield wiper
de-icer. And while it probably
won't saveyour teen’slife, the
navigation system might help
them get where they are going.

2019 Kia Soul

The Kia Soul has a cool
mix of bold style, value,
and practicality, making this
5-door appealing for people
of all ages. The 2019 Soul
was chosen as a Top Safety
Pick+. While the Soul comes
standard with a lot of safety,
we recommend shopping for a
+ (Plus) or ! (Exclaim) that in-
cludes the optiona blind-spot
monitoring, forward collision
warning, and rear cross-traf-
fic alert systems. Most 2020
Soul trim levels fall under the
$15,000 average price limit.

2017 Toyota Coroalla

The Toyota Corolla has
been a mainstay in the com-
pact segment for decades.
This sedan is known for out-
standing durability and re-
liability and is a Top Safety
Pick+. It aso comes standard
with Toyota Safety Sense P,
a full suite of advanced safe-
ty features. You should aso
be able to find 2018 models
within this budget.

2018 Mazda3

We love the styling of the
Mazda3 hatchback, which is
deek and sporty. It match-
es the car's handling well.
Mazda aso offers a more
traditional 4-door sedan for

those not sold on the hatch-
back’s utility. This Top Safe-
ty Pick comes standard with
a blind-spot monitor and rear
cross-traffic aert. Still, up-
grading to the Grand Touring
with the premium equipment
package adds lane departure
warning, lane-keep assist, and
adaptive cruise control.
2016 Honda CR-V
A perennial favoriteamong
compact SUVs, the Honda
CR-V is one of the models
that started the segment. The
CR-V has sharp styling, com-
fortable seating for five peo-
ple, cargo space, and good
fuel efficiency (estimated
fuel economy for mixed city-
and-highway driving was 29
mpg). The 2016 CR-V is an
IIHS Top Safety Pick+ as is
the 2015 model that's also
within this price range. You
should seek out the Touring
gradeto score al the available
advanced safety tech.
2016 Mazda CX-5
If you want a sporty com-
pact SUV that can accom-
modate four friends and their
gear, the Mazda CX-5 may be
the perfect fit. The CX-5 rides
and handles like a car. It also
offers excellent fuel economy
and plenty of advanced safety
features, anditisa TSP+ vehi-
cle. If you find a Touring, you
will benefit from a blind-spot
monitor, rear cross-traffic
alert, and arearview camera.
2015 Toyota Prius
The Toyota Prius is a
5-door hatchback that pairs
a gasoline engine with an
electric motor. Excellent fuel
economy and plenty of cargo
space are along for the ride.
While many of this hybrid's
safety features come standard,
if you shop for a Prius Five
with the Advanced Technolo-
gy Package, you'll get adap-
tive cruise control, apre-colli-
sion system, and lane-keeping
assist. This Prius is a TSP+
winner.
2013 Honda Accord
The Honda Accord is a
frequent winner of KBB’'s
Best Buy Award in the Mid-

size Sedan category. ThisTop
Safety Pick+ offers good han-
dling and plenty of room for
people and their belongings.
Shop for an EX-L or Touring
to get forward collision warn-
ing, lane departure warning,
and the Honda LaneWatch
blind-spot display. Honda re-
designed the Accord for 2013.
You should be able to score
our recommended trim levels
of the 2014 Accord and still
stay under the $15,000 limit.
2016 Honda Civic

The Honda Civic is avail-
ablein avariety of body styles
with a choice of engines and
transmissions. Better yet, Civ-
ic models are known for safe-
ty, comfort, and fuel efficien-
cy. The CivicisaTop Safety
Pick that comes standard with
ABS, arearview camera, sta-
bility control, brake assist,
and more. Honda redesigned
the Civic for 2016. The Hon-
da Sensing suite of advanced
safety tech was available
across the trim lineup. We
suggest you find amodel with
this bundle of features.

Best used cars for
Teens under $10,000

2013 Toyota Camry

One of Toyota's best-sell-
ing models, the roomy and
comfortable Toyota Camry
boasts excellent quality and
reliability. Whilethisisa TSP
vehicle with a lot of standard
safety, shop for an XLE to
add a blind-spot monitor.

2014 M azda3

With the Mazda3, you
won't go wrong with either
the comfort of a sedan or the
flexibility of ahatch. It earned
both a TSP+ pick and NHT-
SA’s 5-Star rating. This Maz-
da comes standard with six
airbags, ABS with electronic
brakeforce distribution and
brake assist, stability con-
trol, traction control, and hill
launch assist. The Touring
adds blind-spot monitoring
and rear cross-traffic alert,
and you may be able to find
one with a rearview camera
Look for an S Grand Touring

equipped with the Technolo-
gy Package to add lane depar-
ture warning.
2013 Toyota Corolla
The reliable Toyota Co-
rolla comes standard with a
wide range of advanced safe-
ty features, including antilock
brakes, stability and traction
control, and brake assist.
Look for this Top Safety Pick
in LE or higher trim to get
cruise control. The Corollais
comfortable and easy to drive,
and you may be surprised by
how roomy the rear seats are.
2009 Toyota RAV4
The comfortable 2009
Toyota RAV4 is available as
a 5- or 7-passenger compact
SUV, and you can get afruga
4-cylinder engine or a power-
ful V6. This generation RAV
came standard with a rear-
view camera that uses a mon-
itor in the rearview mirror. It
also had traction control and
enhanced stability control,
and its ABS used electronic
brakeforce distribution and
brake assist. 2010 and 2011
RAV4 average prices are aso
below $10,000.
2010 Honda Element
Based on the same plat-
form as the CR-V, the Honda
Element pairs an easy-to-re-
configure, weather-resistant
interior with unique styling. A
Top Safety Pick, the 2010 Ele-
ment came standard with ABS
with electronic brakeforce dis-
tribution and brake assist, sta-
bility and traction control, and
tire-pressure monitoring.
2011 Toyota Avalon
The Toyota Avaon is a
reliable, posh ride you might
expect from the automaker's
Lexus luxury line. It also has
afuel-efficient V6 and plenty
of room for shuttling around
a smal family in style. A
Top Safety Pick that earned
a 5-Star rating from NHTSA,
the Avaon came standard
with a wide array of safe-
ty features. You should be
able to aso find 2012 Ava
lon models priced under the
$10,000 ceiling.
— Kelley Blue Book

Did you know?

Fdl may be the best time
to pick apples, carve jack-0'-

lanterns, and get cozy in warm
swesaters. It aso is one of the

best times of the year to buy a
car. According to U.S. News
& World Report, dederships
deeply discount outgoing pre-
vious-year modelsbeginningin
October. This approach clears

gpace for incoming inventory,
which is released in late sum-
mer or early fal. Shopping
during this window will give
buyers a better selection, says
the Oklahoma Central Credit

Union. Fall asoisabusy time
when students return to school
and families return to juggling
hectic schedules. Come fall,
some people also have their
eyes on the upcoming holi-

day season, so fewer shoppers
may belooking to take on acar
loan. That lower demand can
work in favor of buyers who
are in the market for a vehicle
and agood deal.
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