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THE DAILY SCOREBOARD

After waiting two years for her 
chance to compete against the best 
runners the state has to offer, Smith 
has two goals in mind for Gahr on Sat-
urday.

“The first goal is to be ready for 
the race, to not let the emotional 
high of achieving the ultimate goal 
of the year lead to a performance we 
are not satisfied with,” Smith said. 

“The second goal is to have a great 
experience we can build on moving 
forward, because we aim to be back 
in 2026, and not as an “out-of-no-
where” surprise.”

North Clarion has a strong tradi-
tion of sending runners to Hershey 
to compete in the state meet and this 
year is no different as the program 
had five runners qualify from the 
D-9 Class 1A meet.,

Leading the way are a pair of 
three-time qualifiers in senior Jackson 
Nicewonger and junior Abby Hast-
ings. Nicewonger earned his spot after 

winning the D-9 individual title last 
weekend with a time of 16:47 while 
Hastings finished fourth at 20:13.

Nicewonger finished in 150th 
place (19:06) in 2023 and placed 
68th last year (18:15) while Hastings 
finished 115th in 2023 (22:56) and 
placed 45th last year (21:36).

After reaching the state meet last 
season, sophomore Evie Carroll 
qualified again this year after fin-
ishing 16th at the D-9 meet (21:49). 
She placed 96th last year at states 
(22:34), though, her best time this 
year is 21:12.

Blace Easlon and Ethan Hastings 
will be continuing their impressive 
freshman seasons at Hershey as the 
two talented youngsters went back 
and forth with their finishes for most 
of the season, until Ethan had an in-
jury and was pulled for three weeks.

“We are looking forward to see-
ing all of our athletes end their 
season on a high note with strong 
performances at Hershey,” North 
Clarion coach Roxanne McFarland 
said. “God willing, we are hoping to 
bring home some medals, but either 
way, we are thankful for this experi-

ence and opportunity.”
Central Clarion will have both its 

boys and girls teams competing in 
Hershey in Class 1A races after each 
captured a district title last weekend.

Competing for the boys team 
are Hayden Weber, Jackson Bak-
er, Drake Edmonds, Joshua Turner, 
Jonas Wilshire, AJ Mecusker and 
Ryan Rinker.

Representing the girls for the 
Wildcats are Adisen Jackson, Han-
nah Love, Eliza Datko, Julianna 
Schwabenbauer, Reise Jackson, Liv-
ia McGinley and Dana Coulson.
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Sports on TV
Thursday, Oct. 30

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7 p.m.

ESPNU — Norfolk St. at Delaware St.
7:30 p.m.

ESPN — Tulane at UTSA
ESPN2 — Marshall at Coastal Carolina

COLLEGE HOCKEY (MEN’S)
6:30 p.m.

BTN — Penn St. at Ohio St.
9 p.m.

BTN — Minnesota at Wisconsin
COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL (WOMEN’S)

10 p.m.
ESPNU — Loyola Marymount at Pepperdine

GOLF
7 a.m.

GOLF — DP World Tour: The Rolex Grand Final sup-
ported by The R&A, First Round, Club de Golf Alcan-
ada, Port d’Alcúdia, Mallorca, Spain

9:30 p.m.
GOLF — LPGA Tour: The Maybank Championship, 
Second Round, Kuala Lumpur Golf & Country Club 
(West Course), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

NBA BASKETBALL
8 p.m.

NBATV — Golden State at Milwaukee
NFL FOOTBALL

8:15 p.m.
PRIME VIDEO — Baltimore at Miami

NHL HOCKEY
7 p.m.

TNT — Dallas at Tampa Bay
TRUTV — Dallas at Tampa Bay

8 p.m.
SNP —Pittsburgh at Minnesota

Sports Scene
THURSDAY, OCT. 30

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
District 9 Class 1A Championship

Clarion vs. Elk Co. Catholic at DuBois H.S. (7:30 p.m.)

PITTSBURGH (AP) — The 
Pittsburgh Steelers have acquired 
safety Kyle Dugger from New En-
gland in hopes of giving the back 
end of the secondary another expe-
rienced option with starter DeShon 
Elliott out indefinitely with a knee 
injury.

Pittsburgh sent a sixth-round pick 
in the 2026 draft to New England 
in exchange for Dugger and a sev-
enth-round selection.

Dugger, a second-round choice by 
the Patriots in 2020, had 17 tackles 
in seven games with New England 
this season. The six-year veteran has 
nine career interceptions, including a 
pair of Pick-6s in 2022.

Elliott injured his right knee in the 
second half of Pittsburgh’s 35-25 loss 
to Green Bay on Sunday night. Dug-
ger joins a safety group that includes 
Chuck Clark and Jabrill Peppers.

Pittsburgh’s secondary is strug-
gling. The Steelers are dead last in 
the NFL against the pass and have 
surrendered over 700 yards in their 
last two games to Cincinnati’s Joe 
Flacco and Green Bay’s Jordan 
Love.

Things won’t get any easier for 
Pittsburgh this weekend when AFC 
South-leading Indianapolis (7-1) and 
the NFL’s top offense visit Acrisure 
Stadium.

Patriots deal   
safety Dugger 
to Steelers

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The 
Minnesota Twins have picked for-
mer bench coach Derek Shelton as 
their new manager, a person with 
knowledge of the decision con-
firmed Wednesday night.

The person spoke to The Associ-
ated Press on condition of anonymity 
because the team had not announced 
the hire. Major League Baseball en-
courages clubs to avoid spotlighting 
big moves during the World Series.

Shelton served as manager of 
the Pittsburgh Pirates for five-plus 
years with an overall record of 306-
440 before he was fired on May 8, 
just 40 games into this season. The 
55-year-old was the bench coach for 
the Twins in 2018 and 2019 under 
two different managers, Paul Mo-
litor and Rocco Baldelli. With the 
under-funded Pirates, Shelton never 
finished higher than fourth place in 
the NL Central or better than 76-86.

Baldelli was fired the day after the 
regular season ended with a 527-505 
record over seven years, plus 3-8 in 
the postseason. The Twins won three 
AL Central titles under Baldelli, in-
cluding their 101-61 finish in 2019 
when the rookie skipper won the AL 
Manager of the Year award, but they 
made the playoffs only once in his last 
five seasons and frequently struggled 
to shepherd their top prospects into 
becoming consistent contributors.

New York Yankees hitting coach 
James Rowson, who held that role 
for the Twins under both Molitor and 

Baldelli before leaving to become 
bench coach of the Miami Marlins in 
2020, was also one of the finalists. 
According to multiple reports, for-
mer Seattle Mariners manager Scott 
Servais and current Chicago Cubs 
bench coach Ryan Flaherty were in 
the mix, too. The Twins are one of 

nine MLB teams who have changed 
managers this year.

Shelton, who was well-regarded 
within the Twins organization and 
a close friend to Baldelli, will take 
over a team that spiraled to a 70-92 
finish after the front office decided 
to use the leverage of the deadline 

to maximize the incoming talent 
and traded 10 players off the major 
league roster in a stunningly aggres-
sive teardown.

The Twins traded their five best 
relievers, from closer Jhoan Duran 
on down, and left the final 54 games 
to a ragtag group that had eight blown 
saves in 18 opportunities during that 
span. The conversion rate of 44.4% 
ranked second-worst in the majors 
over the final two months.

The Twins are 82-119 over their 
last 201 games for a .408 winning 
percentage, and that includes a 13-
game winning streak this season.

Attendance has swooned at Tar-
get Field. The Twins finished with 
their lowest total for 81 home games 
(a little more than 1.7 million tick-
ets sold) in a non-pandemic season 
since 2000 when they played at the 
cramped and dingy Metrodome and 
went 69-93.

Fans mostly have directed their 
disdain toward ownership, with deep 
frustration over cost cutting that 
came after the 2023 breakthrough 
Baldelli led with the end of a record 
18-game postseason losing streak 
and the club’s first win of a playoff 
series in 21 years.

Executive chair Joe Pohlad and 
his family members put the fran-
chise up for sale in 2024, but de-
cided in August to keep control 
and bring on two new investment 
groups for an infusion of cash to 
help pay down debt.

AP sources: Twins hire Shelton as manager

AP
Former Pittsburgh Pirates manager Derek Shelton was hired to 
be the new manager of the Minnesota Twins.

Jon Scheyer inherited a seeming-
ly impossible task at Duke in fol-
lowing retired Hall of Fame coach-
ing great Mike Krzyzewski. Yet the 
sixth-ranked Blue Devils have kept 
on winning.

They’re starting this year as At-
lantic Coast Conference favorite 
again.

The Blue Devils are coming 
off a 35-win season that included 
reaching the Final Four, while the 
38-year-old Scheyer became the first 
coach to twice win the ACC Tour-
nament in his first three seasons. 
The Blue Devils lost all five starters 
from that team — including Associ-
ated Press national player of the year 
and No. 1 overall NBA draft pick 
Cooper Flagg — but added the No. 
1-ranked recruiting class and stand 
as the preseason pick to win a league 
race featuring No. 11 Louisville and 
25th-ranked rival North Carolina.

This is the 10th time in 13 years 
that Duke is the ACC favorite. Win-
ning the ACC will depend on inte-
grating a recruiting class headlined 
by power forward Cameron Boozer 
— 247Sports’ No. 3-ranked recruit 
— alongside returnees like Isaiah 
Evans and Maliq Brown.

“I think if you keep putting your-
self in that position of being in that 
moment, being right there, it’s only 
a matter of time before you break 
through,” Scheyer said of the pro-
gram’s status as frequent nation-
al-title contender. “And I feel that’s 
where our program is.”

The Cardinals lost to the Blue Dev-
ils in last year’s ACC final and reached 
March Madness in Pat Kelsey’s first 
season. It was quick rise from a two-
year wilderness under Kenny Payne: 
12 wins, 52 losses, a 5-35 record in 
ACC regular-season play.

Louisville is Duke’s top challeng-
er, with Kelsey having retooled his 
roster through the transfer portal.

“We don’t talk about the past. We 
don’t talk about the future,” Kelsey 
said. “Our sole focus is excellence in 
the now.”

Top players
Darrion Williams helped Texas 

Tech reach the NCAA Elite Eight 
last year before declaring for the 
NBA draft. But the 6-foot-6 guard 
returned to college basketball for his 
senior season and transferred to N.C. 
State, where he is preseason ACC 
player of the year under new coach 

Will Wade.
The league returns two top-tier 

scorers in Notre Dame point guard 
Markus Burton (league-best 21.3 
points) and Syracuse guard J.J. Star-
ling (seventh at 17.8).

Top transfers
Beyond the Wolfpack’s Wil-

liams, the Cardinals added three of 
247Sports’ top 20 transfers in Ryan 
Conwell, Isaac McKneely and Adri-
an Wooley — all 6-4 guards who 
shot better than 40% on 3-pointers 
last year.

Conwell averaged 16.5 points at 
Xavier and will play for his fourth 
school in as many seasons. McK-
neely averaged 14.4 points at Vir-
ginia, while Wooley (18.8) was 
Conference USA freshman of the 
year at Kennesaw State.

North Carolina added 7-footer 
Henri Veesaar, who left Arizona to 
join a Tar Heels team that desperate-
ly needs reliable frontcourt play.

Top freshmen
Boozer is one of six McDonald’s 

All-American freshmen, includ-
ing Duke teammates in his brother 
Cayden (a point guard) and forward 

Nikolas Khamenia.
UNC will lean on forward Caleb 

Wilson, a two-way talent with ath-
leticism and length. Wilson joins 
Boozer and Louisville point guard 
Mikel Brown Jr. as high-end NBA 
talents considered to be possible 
one-and-done prospects.

Notre Dame also landed a Mc-
Donald’s all-American in guard 
Jalen Haralson, the Fighting Irish’s 
highest-ranked prospect in the mod-
ern era.

New coaches
The league has four new coaches: 

Wade, Florida State’s Luke Loucks, 
Miami’s Jai Lucas and Virginia’s 
Ryan Odom.

The 42-year-old Wade is back 
in the power-conference ranks after 
his ouster from LSU amid NCAA 
trouble. He won big in two seasons 
at McNeese and replaces the fired 
Kevin Keatts.

Loucks, 35, arrives from years 
in the NBA to take over at his alma 
mater for longtime coach Leonard 
Hamilton.

Lucas, 36, left the Duke staff to 
take over the Hurricanes, who saw 
coach Jim Larrañaga step aside last 

December and finished out under in-
terim coach Bill Courtney.

Odom, 51, takes over a Virginia 
program that lost longtime coach 
Tony Bennett to retirement shortly 
before last season. The former VCU 
coach grew up in Charlottesville 
around the program while his father, 
Dave, was an assistant in the 1980s.

Shorter schedule
The ACC will have an 18-game 

league slate, down from 20 games, 
as the league tries to reverse a down-
ward trend of NCAA bids (four last 
year). The move is designed to give 
ACC teams two more spots to sched-
ule quality nonconference matchups 
that could bolster postseason ré-
sumés. The ACC had moved to 20 
games in 2019-20 with the arrival of 
the ESPN-partnered ACC Network.

Preseason picks
Champion: Duke; 2) Louisville; 

3) UNC; 4) N.C. State; 5) Virgin-
ia; 6) SMU; 7) Clemson; 8) Miami; 
9) Syracuse; 10) Notre Dame; 11) 
Wake Forest; 12) Virginia Tech; 13) 
Georgia Tech; 14) Pittsburgh; 15) 
FSU; 16) California; 17) Stanford; 
18) Boston College.

No. 6 Duke keeps its frequent perch as favorite in ACC

NFL Standings
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
New England	 6	 2	 0	 .750	 213	 146
Buffalo	 5	 2	 0	 .714	 207	 146
Miami	 2	 6	 0	 .250	 174	 215
N.Y. Jets	 1	 7	 0	 .125	 168	 221

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Indianapolis	 7	 1	 0	 .875	 270	 154
Jacksonville	 4	 3	 0	 .571	 146	 155
Houston	 3	 4	 0	 .429	 153	 103
Tennessee	 1	 7	 0	 .125	 110	 230

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Pittsburgh	 4	 3	 0	 .571	 175	 175
Cincinnati	 3	 5	 0	 .375	 174	 253
Baltimore	 2	 5	 0	 .286	 174	 210
Cleveland	 2	 6	 0	 .250	 126	 184

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Denver	 6	 2	 0	 .750	 207	 151
L.A. Chargers	 5	 3	 0	 .625	 188	 173
Kansas City	 5	 3	 0	 .625	 214	 131
Las Vegas	 2	 5	 0	 .286	 103	 180

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Phila.	 6	 2	 0	 .750	 208	 185
Dallas	 3	 4	 1	 .438	 246	 250
Washington	 3	 5	 0	 .375	 187	 198
N.Y. Giants	 2	 6	 0	 .250	 173	 215

South
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Tampa Bay	 6	 2	 0	 .750	 197	 178
Carolina	 4	 4	 0	 .500	 154	 192
Atlanta	 3	 4	 0	 .429	 120	 154
New Orleans	 1	 7	 0	 .125	 128	 209

North
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Green Bay	 5	 1	 1	 .786	 193	 150
Detroit	 5	 2	 0	 .714	 215	 151
Chicago	 4	 3	 0	 .571	 168	 185
Minnesota	 3	 4	 0	 .429	 155	 162

West
	 W	 L	 T	 Pct	 PF	 PA
Seattle	 5	 2	 0	 .714	 193	 136
L.A. Rams	 5	 2	 0	 .714	 175	 117
San Francisco	 5	 3	 0	 .625	 160	 164
Arizona	 2	 5	 0	 .286	 153	 154

Thursday’s Games
Baltimore at Miami, 8:15 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Atlanta at New England, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
Chicago at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Denver at Houston, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Detroit, 1 p.m.
San Francisco at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Las Vegas, 4:05 p.m.
New Orleans at L.A. Rams, 4:05 p.m.
Kansas City at Buffalo, 4:25 p.m.
Seattle at Washington, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Cleveland, N.Y. Jets, Phila., Tampa Bay

Monday’s Games
Arizona at Dallas, 8:15 p.m.

NHL Standings
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic
	 GP	 W	 L	 OT	 Pts	 GF	 GA
Montreal	 11	 8	 3	 0	 16	 40	 33
Detroit	 10	 7	 3	 0	 14	 35	 31
Toronto	 11	 5	 5	 1	 11	 38	 42
Florida	 11	 5	 5	 1	 11	 27	 31
Ottawa	 11	 5	 5	 1	 11	 41	 44
Buffalo	 10	 4	 4	 2	 10	 30	 31
Tampa Bay	 10	 4	 4	 2	 10	 29	 30
Boston	 12	 5	 7	 0	 10	 39	 44

Metropolitan
	 GP	 W	 L	 OT	 Pts	 GF	 GA
New Jersey	 10	 8	 2	 0	 16	 39	 30
Pittsburgh	 11	 7	 2	 2	 16	 40	 30
Carolina	 9	 6	 3	 0	 12	 34	 28
Washington	 10	 6	 4	 0	 12	 27	 22
Columbus	 10	 6	 4	 0	 12	 35	 31
Philadelphia	 9	 5	 3	 1	 11	 26	 23
N.Y. Rangers	 11	 4	 5	 2	 10	 24	 26
N.Y. Islanders	 9	 4	 4	 1	 9	 32	 33

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central

	 GP	 W	 L	 OT	 Pts	 GF	 GA
Utah	 11	 8	 3	 0	 16	 40	 30
Colorado	 11	 6	 1	 4	 16	 41	 30
Winnipeg	 10	 7	 3	 0	 14	 34	 25
Dallas	 10	 6	 3	 1	 13	 29	 30
Chicago	 10	 5	 3	 2	 12	 33	 26
Nashville	 11	 4	 5	 2	 10	 28	 37
Minnesota	 11	 3	 5	 3	 9	 31	 43
St. Louis	 10	 3	 6	 1	 7	 29	 44

Pacific
	 GP	 W	 L	 OT	 Pts	 GF	 GA
Vegas	 10	 6	 1	 3	 15	 37	 28
Seattle	 10	 5	 2	 3	 13	 28	 29
Los Angeles	 11	 5	 3	 3	 13	 33	 36
Edmonton	 11	 5	 4	 2	 12	 35	 35
Anaheim	 9	 5	 3	 1	 11	 32	 31
Vancouver	 11	 5	 6	 0	 10	 29	 33
San Jose	 10	 2	 6	 2	 6	 32	 46
Calgary	 11	 2	 8	 1	 5	 24	 39
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for overtime 
loss. Top three teams in each division and two wild 
cards per conference advance to playoffs.

Wednesday’s Games
Columbus 6, Toronto 3

Thursday’s Games
Buffalo at Boston, 7 p.m.
Calgary at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Carolina, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Vancouver at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
New Jersey at San Jose, 10 p.m.
Detroit at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Colorado at Vegas, 4 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Washington, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Anaheim, 10 p.m.

Local Bowling
LET’S TAKE A BREAK

Standings — Kitty Kats 22-14, Sweet ‘N Sassy 22-14, 
Pin Pals Express 21-15, Bipolar Rollers 20-16, Pin 
Droppers 19-17, Loose As A Goose 18-18, Golden 
Girls 18-18.
High game — Marilyn Williams 192, Joan Weible 169, 
April Shouey 168.
High series — Williams 553, Linda Quigley 460, 
Shouey/Weible 430.

TUESDAY NITE MENS
Standings — Almost Done 4-0, Sheakley’s Custom 
Exhaust 4-0, Dunkle’s Heating & A/C 3.5-0.5, Five 
G Farm 2-2, Lutz Concrete Construction 2-2, Linmas 
Pharmacy 2-2, Bare Bone Skull Cleaning 2-2, Digital 
Styles 0.5-3.5, Mattern CPA, LLC 0-4, Ace Hardware 
0-4.
High game — Devin Dunkle 288, Bob Elliott 248, Stan 
Reed 246.
High series — Dunkle 703, Reed 692, Dean Weaver 
628.

NBA Standings
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Phila.	 4	 0	 1.000	 —
New York	 2	 2	 .500	 2
Boston	 2	 3	 .400	 2½
Toronto	 1	 4	 .200	 3½
Brooklyn	 0	 4	 .000	 4

Southeast
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Miami	 3	 1	 .750	 —
Charlotte	 2	 2	 .500	 1
Atlanta	 1	 3	 .250	 2
Washington	 1	 3	 .250	 2
Orlando	 1	 4	 .200	 2½

Central
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Chicago	 3	 0	 1.000	 —
Milwaukee	 3	 1	 .750	 ½
Cleveland	 3	 2	 .600	 1
Detroit	 3	 2	 .600	 1
Indiana	 0	 3	 .000	 3

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest

	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
San Antonio	 4	 0	 1.000	 —
Memphis	 2	 2	 .500	 2
Houston	 2	 2	 .500	 2
Dallas	 1	 3	 .250	 3
New Orleans	 0	 3	 .000	 3½

Northwest
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Oklahoma City	 5	 0	 1.000	 —
Denver	 2	 1	 .667	 2
Utah	 2	 1	 .667	 2
Minnesota	 2	 2	 .500	 2½
Portland	 2	 2	 .500	 2½

Pacific
	 W	 L	 Pct	 GB
Golden State	 4	 1	 .800	 —
L.A. Lakers	 2	 2	 .500	 1½
L.A. Clippers	 2	 2	 .500	 1½
Phoenix	 1	 3	 .250	 2½
Sacramento	 1	 3	 .250	 2½

Tuesday’s Games
Phila. 139, Washington 134, OT
Miami 144, Charlotte 117
Oklahoma City 107, Sacramento 101
Milwaukee 121, New York 111
Golden State 98, L.A. Clippers 79

Wednesday’s Games
Houston 139, Toronto 121
Boston 125, Cleveland 105
Detroit 135, Orlando 116
Atlanta 117, Brooklyn 112
Chicago 126, Sacramento 113
Indiana at Dallas, late
New Orleans at Denver, late
Portland at Utah, late
L.A. Lakers at Minnesota, late
Memphis at Phoenix, late

Thursday’s Games
Orlando at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Golden State at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
Washington at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Miami at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.

This Date in Sports 
Oct. 30

1943 — Gus Bodnar of Toronto scores a goal 15 sec-
onds into his first NHL game as the Maple Leafs beat 
the New York Rangers 5-2.

1945 — Branch Rickey signs Jackie Robinson to the 
Montreal Royals.

1955 — Jim Patton of New York returns a kickoff and 
a punt for a touchdown as the Giants beat the Washing-
ton Redskins 35-7.

1966 — Jim Nance of the Boston Patriots rushes for 
208 yards and two touchdowns in a 24-21 victory over 
the Oakland Raiders.

1971 — Eric Allen of Michigan State rushes for 350 
yards in 43-10 rout of Purdue.

1974 — Muhammad Ali knocks out George Foreman 
in the eighth round in Kinshasa, Zaire, to regain the 
world heavyweight title in the “Rumble in the Jungle”.

1975 — John Bucyk of the Boston Bruins scores his 
500th career goal in a 3-2 victory over St. Louis.

1977 — Walter Payton of the Chicago Bears rushes 
for 205 yards and two touchdowns in a 26-0 triumph 
over the Green Bay Packers.

1993 — Erin Whitten becomes the first woman goal-
ie in professional hockey to be credited with a victory 
as Toledo beats Dayton 6-5 in the East Coast Hockey 
League.

1996 — The WNBA announces the eight cities that 
will compete in the WNBAs inaugural season. Char-
lotte, Cleveland, Houston and New York will play in the 
Eastern Conference and Los Angeles, Phoenix, Sacra-
mento and Utah will compete the Western Conference.

1997 — Argentine soccer star Diego Maradona an-
nounces his retirement from football on his 37th birthday.

1997 — Violet Palmer makes professional sports his-
tory by becoming the first woman to officiate an NBA 
game. There is little reaction by the crowd when her 
name is announced just before tip-off of the game be-
tween the Dallas Mavericks and Vancouver Grizzlies.

1999 — Marques Tuiasosopo becomes the first col-
lege player to pass for 300 yards and run for 200, rack-
ing up a school-record 509 yards as Washington rallied 
to beat Stanford 35-30. Tuiasosopo completes 19-of-32 
passes for 302 yards and a touchdown and rushes 22 
times for 207 yards and two TDs.

2001 — Michael Jordan misses his biggest shot of 
the night and commits two crucial late turnovers in 
the Washington Wizards’ 93-91 loss to the New York 
Knicks, Jordan’s first regular-season game after a 3 
1/2-year retirement.

2003 — In the first regular-season game of his NBA 
career, 18-year-old LeBron James has 25 points, nine 
assists, six rebounds and four steals, but the Cleveland 
Cavaliers lose 106-92 to the Sacramento Kings.

2004 — Trainer Bobby Frankel finally breaks through 
in the Breeders’ Cup Classic, with Ghostzapper blazing 
to victory in America’s richest race held at Lone Star 
Park. Frankel, who had just two wins with 62 Breeders’ 
Cup starters before the $4 million Classic, had saddled 
the beaten favorite the past three years.

2004 — Dana College’s Tom Lensch sets an all-divi-
sion college record by attempting 101 passes in a 60-35 
loss to Hastings College. Lensch completes 56 passes 
for a school-record 507 yards with three touchdowns 
and three interceptions.


