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Chargers, Steelers to meet in battle of unbeatens

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Tech-
nically, Mike Tomlin was talking
about what goes on behind closed
doors.

Given the way the Pittsburgh
Steelers are playing during their un-
beaten start, he might as well have
been talking about what’s happening
on the field, too.

“I can’t give you all the ingredi-
ents to the hot dog,” the NFL’s lon-
gest-tenured head coach said with a
smile this week when asked about
the process of handing out a game
ball following a victory. “You might
not like it.”

Except, of course, the taste of the
finished product. Tomlin knows that
as long as it tastes good, who cares
what’s in it?

So forgive him if he’s unapolo-
getic about the way the Steelers have
played through the first two weeks.

Yes, the offense remains a work
in progress. Yes, the wide receivers
not named George Pickens need to
start producing.

Yes, quarterback Justin Fields
has been focused more on not losing
games than winning them while fill-
ing in for injured Russell Wilson.

It doesn’t matter to Tomlin, who

has no plans to abandon the physi-
cal, throwback approach to winning.

No wonder he sees a kindred spir-
it of sorts in Jim Harbaugh.

The first-year Los Angeles Char-
gers coach is in the early stages of
what could be a quick turnaround
much like the one he orchestrated in
San Francisco over a decade ago.

Los Angeles has physically dom-
inated the Las Vegas Raiders and
Carolina Panthers in Harbaugh’s
first two games, relying on running
back JK Dobbins and a thudding de-
fense more than the arms and legs
of uber-talented quarterback Justin
Herbert.

While Harbaugh is encouraged
about the progress he’s seen, he
understands the Steelers and their
star-laden defense represent a step
up in class from what the Chargers
faced last week against the over-
matched Panthers.

“We’ll really find out about our
team this week,” Harbaugh said. “So
far it’s been great. I’'m excited about
so many different areas. The togeth-
erness is really coming.”

Flourishing Fields
Fields will make his third straight

start while Wilson rehabs a calf inju-
ry he aggravated a few days before
the season opener earlier this month.

The 25-year-old Fields has of-
fered hints of his considerable phys-
ical talent. He unleashed a 51-yard
strike to Pickens while rolling to
his right against Denver last week,
though the play was called back be-
cause of offensive holding.

More importantly for the Steel-
ers, Fields has avoided the mistakes
that cropped up frequently during
his three uneven seasons in Chicago.
The player who had 41 turnovers in
40 games with the Bears has yet to
give it away in Pittsburgh.

Asked this week how he felt
about  Fields’ decision-making,
Tomlin offered an endorsement and
a challenge at the same time.

“It’s been really good,” Tomlin
said before adding, “but I expect it
to be.”

Whither, Herbert?

Herbert had his right ankle rolled
up late in the third quarter against
the Panthers when he tried to move
up in the pocket to avoid a sack and
got caught from behind.

The fifth-year quarterback did not

practice on Wednesday but told Har-
baugh the ankle was improving. Her-
bert has been lauded for his tough-
ness and pain threshold, but this is
the second time in three seasons he
is questionable going into a Week
3 game. The fifth-year quarterback
had fractured rib cartilage after tak-
ing a hard hit during the fourth quar-
ter of a game against the Chiefs.

Easton Stick, who has four regu-
lar-season starts in five-plus seasons,
is the backup even though the Char-
gers acquired Taylor Heinicke from
the Atlanta Falcons at the end of the
preseason.

Tackle trouble?

Tomlin’s plan to rotate Broderick
Jones and rookie first-round pick
Troy Fautanu at right tackle took a
bit of a detour last week when Jones
was flagged three times in the span
of a handful of plays and watched
the rest of the game from the bench.

Fautanu will make his second
straight start against the Chargers
and a defensive line that includes
star edge rusher Joey Bosa, who has
picked up a sack in each of the Char-
gers’ first two games.

Tomlin will give Jones — a first-

round selection in 2023 — a chance
to rebound, though it appears he now
has far less wiggle room than he did
last season when he played solidly
after getting inserted into the lineup
in October.

“I am sure he suffered some dis-
appointment in terms of Troy start-
ing,” Tomlin said. “It’s a natural
thing. But he has to move past it and
I have to give him an opportunity to
move past it as a leader.”

East Coast bias

The Chargers have won eight
straight games when they played
in the Eastern time zone, tied for
the second-longest winning streak
since the merger by a Pacific time
zone team when they come cross
country.

San Francisco holds the mark
with 13 from 1987 through 1990.

Los Angeles has five games in
the Eastern time zone this season, its
most since 2005. With two consecu-
tive games out East for the first time
in 20 years, they elected to remain
in Charlotte, North Carolina, after
drilling the Panthers last week and
practice at UNC Charlotte before
flying to Pittsburgh on Saturday.

DAILY SCOREBOARD

MLB STANDINGS

AMERICAN LEAGUE

East Division
w L Pct GB
z-New York 89 64 582 —
Baltimore 86 68 558 3
Boston 76 78 494 13%2
Tampa Bay 76 78 494 13%2
Toronto 73 81 474 16%2

Central Division

Pct GB
z-Cleveland 90 65 581 —
Kansas City 82 72 532 T2
Minnesota 81 73 526 8Y2
Detroit 80 74 519 s
Chicago 36 117 235 53

West Division
w L Pct GB
Houston 84 70 .545 —
Seattle 79 75 513 5
Texas 73 81 474 11
Oakland 67 86 438 16%2
Los Angeles 62 92 403 22

NATIONAL LEAGUE

East Division
w L Pct GB
Phila. 92 62 597 —
New York 85 69 552 7
Atlanta 83 71 .539 9
‘Washington 68 86 442 24
Miami 57 97 .370 35

Central Division

Pct GB
x-Milwaukee 88 66 571 —
Chicago 79 75 513 9
St. Louis 77 77 .500 11
Cincinnati 75 80 484 132
Pittsburgh 72 82 468 16

West Division
w L Pct GB
z-Los Angeles 91 62 595 —
San Diego 87 66 .569 4
Arizona 86 68 558 5%z
San Francisco 75 79 487 16%2
Colorado 59 94 .386 32

x-clinched division
z-clinched playoff berth
AMERICAN LEAGUE
Thursday’s Games
Baltimore 5, San Francisco 3
Cleveland 3, Minnesota 2, 10 innings
Toronto 4, Texas 0
Seattle 3, N.Y. Yankees 2
Tampa Bay 2, Boston 0
Houston 3, L.A. Angels 1
Friday’s Games
Tampa Bay 1, Toronto O
Baltimore 7, Detroit 1
Cleveland 5, St. Louis 1
Seattle 8, Texas 2
San Francisco 2, Kansas City 1
Houston 9, L.A. Angels 7
Minnesota 4, Boston 2, 12 innings
Chicago White Sox at San Diego, late
N.Y. Yankees at Oakland, late
Saturday’s Games
Detroit (Olson 4-8) at Baltimore (Povich 2-9), 4:05

p.m.
Minnesota (Lépez 15-8) at Boston (Crawford 8-15),
4:10 p.m.

Toronto (Rodriguez 1-6) at Tampa Bay (Bradley 6-11),
4:10 p.m.

San Francisco (Roupp 0-1) at Kansas City (Singer
9-11), 5:10 p.m.

Seattle (Hancock 3-4) at Texas (Scherzer 2-4), 7:05

p.m.
L.A. Angels (Detmers 4-7) at Houston (Blanco 11-6),
7:10 p.m.
Cleveland (Boyd 2-1) at St. Louis (Mikolas 8-11), 7:15
p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Flexen 2-14) at San Diego (Pérez
4-5), 8:40 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Rodén 15-9) at Oakland (Sears 11-11),
9:07 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Detroit at Baltimore, 1:35 p.m.
Minnesota at Boston, 1:35 p.m.
Toronto at Tampa Bay, 1:40 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Houston, 2:10 p.m.
San Francisco at Kansas City, 2:10 p.m.
Cleveland at St. Louis, 2:15 p.m.
Seattle at Texas, 2:35 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at Oakland, 4:07 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at San Diego, 4:10 p.m.
NATIONAL LEAGUE

Thursday’s Games
Baltimore 5, San Francisco 3
Atlanta 15, Cincinnati 3
L.A. Dodgers 20, Miami 4
Pittsburgh 3, St. Louis 2
N.Y. Mets 10, Phila. 6
Arizona 5, Milwaukee 1
Chicago Cubs 7, Washington 6

Friday’s Games

Chicago Cubs 3, Washington 1
Cincinnati 8, Pittsburgh 3
Miami 4, Atlanta 3
Phila. 12, N.Y. Mets 2
Cleveland 5, St. Louis 1
San Francisco 2, Kansas City 1
Arizona 7, Milwaukee 4
Chicago White Sox at San Diego, 9:40 p.m.
Colorado at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Pittsburgh (Jones 6-7) at Cincinnati (Lowder 1-2),
1:10 p.m.
Washington (Gore 9-12) at Chicago Cubs (Hendricks
4-11), 2:20 p.m.
Atlanta (Fried 9-10) at Miami (Oller 1-4), 4:10 p.m.
Phila. (Sudrez 12-7) at N.Y. Mets (Manaea 11-5), 4:10 p.m.
San Francisco (Roupp 0-1) at Kansas City (Singer
9-11), 5:10 p.m.
Arizona (Kelly 4-0) at Milwaukee (Civale 7-8), 7:10

p.m.
Cleveland (Boyd 2-1) at St. Louis (Mikolas 8-11), 7:15
p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Flexen 2-14) at San Diego (Pérez
4-5), 8:40 p.m.
Colorado (Quantrill 8-10) at L.A. Dodgers (Buehler
1-5),9:10 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati, 1:10 p.m.
Atlanta at Miami, 1:40 p.m.
Arizona at Milwaukee, 2:10 p.m.
San Francisco at Kansas City, 2:10 p.m.
Cleveland at St. Louis, 2:15 p.m.
Washington at Chicago Cubs, 2:20 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at San Diego, 4:10 p.m.
Colorado at L.A. Dodgers, 4:10 p.m.
Phila. at N.Y. Mets, 7:15 p.m.

NFL STANDINGS

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 2 0 0 1.000 65 38
N.Y. Jets 2 1 0 .667 67 52
Miami 1 1 0 500 30 48
New England 1 2 0 333 39 57
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Houston 2 0 0 1.000 48 40
Indianapolis 0o 2 0 .000 37 45
Jacksonville 0o 2 0 .000 30 38
Tennessee 0 2 0 .000 34 48
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 2 0 0 1.000 31 16
Cleveland 1 1 0 .500 35 46
Baltimore 0o 2 0 000 43 53
Cincinnati 0o 2 0 .000 35 42
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City 2 0 0 1.000 53 45
L.A. Chargers 2 0 0 1.000 48 13
Las Vegas 1 1 0 500 36 45
Denver 0O 2 0 000 26 39
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
Dallas 1 1 0 500 52 61
Phila. 1 1 0 .500 55 51
Washington 1 1 0 500 41 55
N.Y. Giants 0O 2 0 .000 24 49
South
W L T Pct PF PA
New Orleans 2 0 0 1.000 91 29
Tampa Bay 2 0 0 1.000 57 36
Atlanta 1 1 0 500 32 39
Carolina 0o 2 0 .000 13 73
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Minnesota 2 0 0 1000 51 23
Chicago 1 1 0 500 37 36
Detroit 1 1 0 500 42 40
Green Bay 1 1 0 500 45 44
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Seattle 2 0 0 1.000 49 40
Arizona 1 1 0 500 69 44
San Francisco 1 1 0 500 49 42
L.A. Rams 0o 2 0 .000 30 67

Thursday’s Games
N.Y. Jets 24, New England 3
Sunday’s Games
Chicago at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Denver at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
Green Bay at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Houston at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Phila. at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Las Vegas, 4:05 p.m.
Miami at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
Baltimore at Dallas, 4:25 p.m.
Detroit at Arizona, 4:25 p.m.
San Francisco at L.A. Rams, 4:25 p.m.
Kansas City at Atlanta, 8:20 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Jacksonville at Buffalo, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Cincinnati, 8:15 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 26
Dallas at N.Y. Giants, 8:15 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 29
Cincinnati at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Denver at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Houston, 1 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Green Bay, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Phila. at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
New England at San Francisco, 4:05 p.m.
Washington at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Cleveland at Las Vegas, 4:25 p.m.
Kansas City at L.A. Chargers, 4:25 p.m.
Buffalo at Baltimore, 8:20 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 30
Tennessee at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Seattle at Detroit, 8:15 p.m.

PIRATES BOXSCORE

Cincinnati 8, Pittsburgh 3
AB R

Pittsburgh B H BI BB SO Avg.
Kiner-Falefa ss 4 0 0 O 0 2 249
Reynolds If 4 0 0 O 0 2 278
0O.Cruz cf 4 2 2 1 0 1 .267
McCutchen dh 31 1 0 1 0 .238
Bartc 4 0 2 1 0 1 261
Gonzales 2b 4 0 1 0 0 0 272
Tellez 1b 4 0 2 1 0 0 .245
Triolo 3b 4 0 1 0 0 2 218
Cook rf 30 0 0 0 3 185
Totals 34 3 9 3 1 11

Cincinnati AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
India 2b 4 2 2 1 1 0 .247
E.De La Cruz ss 4 2 1 0 1 2 .260
Stephenson ¢ 5 3 3 5 0 2 .265
Steer dh 4 0 1 0 0 0 .230
Friedl cf 2 0 0 1 2 1 .229
France 1b 30 0 1 0 0 274
Fraley rf 3.0 1 0 1 0 278
Marte 3b 4 0 0 O 0 0 .208
Benson If 31 0 0 1 1 189
Totals 32 8 8 8 6 6

Pittsburgh 000 000 102—3 9 0
Cincinnati 104 300 00x—8 8 0

LOB—Pittsburgh 5, Cincinnati 7. 2B—Tellez (18),
Stephenson (25), Steer (34). HR—O.Cruz (20), off
Suter; Stephenson (19), off Keller; India (15), off
Keller. RBIs—O.Cruz (75), Bart (44), Tellez (56),
Stephenson 5 (64), France (18), India (58), Friedl (55).
SB—Benson (15), E.De La Cruz (65). SF—France.

Runners left in scoring position—Pittsburgh 1 (Kin-
er-Falefa); Cincinnati 2 (Marte, Fraley). RISP—Pitts-
burgh 3 for 8; Cincinnati 3 for 8.

Runners moved up—Gonzales, Steer. GIDP—Gon-
zales.

DP—Cincinnati 1 (Marte, India, France).

Pittsburgh IPHRERBBSO NP ERA
Keller, L, 11-11 3578 8 5 1 84 4.21
Wentz 27710 0 1 3 43 2.25
Mattson 200 0 0 2 25 0.00
Cincinnati IPHRERBBSO NP ERA
Martinez, W, 10-6 620 0 0 9 78 3.22
Suter 131 110 20 3.27
Busenitz 242 2 0 2 3215.00

Inherited runners-scored—Wentz 2-1.
Umpires—Home, Jordan Baker; First, Charlie Ra-

mos; Second, Paul Clemons; Third, Stu Scheuwater.
T—2:21. A—40,541 (43,891).

TaiS DATE IN BASEBALL

Sept. 21

1934 — Daffy Dean of the St. Louis Cardinals pitched
a no-hitter against the Brooklyn Dodgers for 3-0 victo-
ry in the second game of an Ebbets Field doubleheader.
Daffy’s brother Dizzy, held Brooklyn hitless until the
eighth inning in the opener and won 13-0.

1947 — Boston’s Johnny Pesky had two hits in each
game of a doubleheader and finished the day with 202
hits. Pesky surpassed the 200-hit mark for the third
time in as many major league seasons. He is the only
player to lead a league in hits in his first three seasons
in the game.

1964 — Manager Gene Mauch’s first-place Phillies
lost 1-0 to the Cincinnati Reds on Chico Ruiz’s steal

of home in the sixth inning. It was Philadelphia’s first
of 10 straight losses, a streak that cost them the NL
pennant.

1970 — Oakland’s Vida Blue pitched a no-hitter in
his eighth major league start, beating Minnesota 6-0.

1995 — Colorado’s John Vander Wal set a major
league record with his 26th pinch-hit of the season
with a home run in the seventh inning against San
Francisco.

2000 — Colorado’s Jeff Cirillo doubled twice in a
13-4 win over San Diego, giving him 51 doubles for
the year. Cirillo and Todd Helton (57) became the sev-
enth pair of teammates in major league history to reach
50 doubles in the same season.

O1L City FooTBALL SUMMARY

at Fairview
OIL CITY 28, FAIRVIEW 14

0Oil City 0 14 7 7 — 28
Fairview 0 0 0 14 — 14

Second Quarter
OIL CITY — De’Vaughn Griffin, 45-yard pass from
Cole Findlay (Griffin pass from Findlay),
11:03
OIL CITY - Gavin Stephens, 88-yard pass from Find-
lay (run failed), 4:07

Third Quarter
OIL CITY - Steven Heise, 15-yard run (Hank Lockhart
kick), :45.3

Fourth Quarter
FAIRVIEW - Josh Lockett, 2-yard run (Dan Linden-
berger kick), 10:53
FAIRVIEW — Vinny Campoli, 2-yard run (Linden-
berger kick), 7:54
OIL CITY - Griffin, 32-yard pass from Findlay (Lock-
hart kick), 3:18

ocC F
First downs 12 16
Yards rushing 109 144
Yards passing 229 143
Total yards 338 287
Passes completed 10 13
Passes attempted 18 21
Passes intercepted 0 1
Penalties 11-62 5-45
Punts/average 5-30.4 3-42.3
Fumbles lost 0-0 2-1

INDIVIDUAL
RUSHING

OIL CITY — Steven Heise 5-46, Cole Findlay 10-30,
Dawan Cruz 6-24.
FAIRVIEW — Vinny Campoli 16-94, Josh Lockett
8-38, Tyler Benford 12-20, Robert Chevalier
1-5, Andrew Fox 1-5, Carlo Cimino 2-(-3), Robert
Benford 3-(-15).
PASSING
OIL CITY — Cole Findlay 10-18-0-229.
FAIRVIEW — Vinny Campoli 12-29-1-137, Carlo
Cimino 1-2-0-6.
RECEIVING

OIL CITY — Gavin Stephens 4-115, De’Vaughn Grif-
fin 4-82, Dawan Cruz 2-32
FAIRVIEW — Andrew Fox 1-32, Carlo Cimino 3-28,
Tyler Benford 3-27, Robert Chevalier 1-
27, Robert Chevalier 1-27, Robert Benford 3-18, Joe
O'Reilly 1-3.

FUMBLE RECOVERIES
OIL CITY — Danny DeLong

INTERCEPTIONS

OIL CITY — Steven Heise

HicH ScHooL FOOTBALL SCORES

Abington Heights 21, North Pocono 3
Ambridge 27, Greensburg Salem 10
Annville-Cleona 43, Columbia 0
Avonworth 50, Hopewell 19

Bald Eagle 33, Philipsburg-Osceola 14
Bayard Rustin High School 38, Kennett 3
Bentworth 45, Bethlehem Center 32

Bethel Park 49, Trinity 7

Bishop McDevitt 56, Carlisle 7

Bishop Shanahan 35, Unionville 25

Blue Mountain 49, Bangor 7

Bonner & Prendergast 39, Haverford School 14
Brockway 27, Kane Area 14

California 40, Avella O

Cambria Heights 21, Northern Cambria 14
Canon-McMillan 17, Mt Lebanon 14, OT
Central Bucks South 22, Central Bucks West 17
Central Dauphin East 34, Altoona 0

Central York 44, South Western O
Chartiers-Houston 19, Burgettstown 11
Clairton 60, Frazier 0

Claysburg-Kimmel 34, Curwensville 28
Clear Spring, Md. 30, Everett 6

Coatesville 42, West Chester East 7
Cocalico 10, Warwick 7

Conemaugh Township 16, Portage Area 14
Conrad Weiser 38, Manheim Central 3
Cumberland Valley 10, Central Dauphin 7
Dallas 30, Pittston 22

Dallastown 69, Northeastern 16

Danville 49, Milton O

Derry 21, Indiana O

Downingtown East High School 31, Great Valley 6
Downingtown West High School 40, Avon Grove 19
DuBois 41, Brookville 7

Dunmore 7, Carbondale 6

East Pennsboro 49, Boiling Springs 13

East Stroudsburg South 54, Pleasant Valley 14
Eisenhower 27, Cochranton 0

Ellwood Clty 43, Freedom 3

Elwood City Riverside 20, New Brighton 13
Erie McDowell 49, Meadville 21

Exeter 55, Lebanon 0

Fort Cherry 35, Monessen 14

Fort LeBoeuf 21, Grove City 17

Frankford 8, Academy at Palumbo 0
Franklin Regional 36, Gateway 34

Freeport 42, Burrell 0

Greenville 49, Mercer 13

Hamburg 34, Kutztown 25

Harrisburg 28, Cedar Cliff 20

Hazleton 34, Wyoming Valley West 7
Hollidaysburg 37, Mifflinburg 29
Hughesville 57, Midd-West 0

Imani 12, Highlands 10

Jefferson-Morgan 21, Carmichaels 6

Jersey Shore 63, Shikellamy 13

Juniata 35, Camp Hill 7

Karns City 35, Punxsutawney 27

Keystone Oaks 14, Charleroi 7

Latrobe 14, Armstrong 0

Laurel 23, Rochester 12

Laurel Highlands 21, Mount Pleasant 20, OT
Leechburg 35, Jeannette 13

Mechanicsburg 48, Gettysburg 20
Mercyhurst Prep 26, Harbor Creek 20
Middletown 14, West Perry 9

Montour 31, Mars 14

Morgantown, W.Va. 21, Connellsville 7
Moshannon Valley 18, Mt Union 6

Mt Carmel 41, Montoursville 17

North Penn 31, Pennridge 0

North Star 44, Windber 8

Northampton 41, Whitehall 10

Our Lady Of Sacred Heart 28, Ligonier Valley 7
Penn Cambria 36, Central Cambria 0
Penn-Trafford 33, Kiski 7

Peters Township 38, West Allegheny 0
Pittsburgh Central Catholic 42, Hempfield Area 0
Port Allegany 57, Union/Allegheny-Clarion Valley 20
Richland 21, Forest Hills 13

River Valley 63, Homer-Center 0

Saucon Valley 55, Wilson 7

Selinsgrove 21, Williamsport 20

Seneca 20, Girard 14

Shamokin 76, Central Mountain 0
Sharpsville 35, Slippery Rock 7

Smethport 46, Bucktail 20

South Fayette 27, Belle Vernon 14

South Philadelphia 43, Franklin 20
Southern Lehigh 34, Pottsville 25
Southmoreland 32, Ringgold 15

Springfield 36, Ridley 6

Thomas Jefferson 35, West Mifflin 7
Titusville 56, Warren O

Upper St Clair 31, McKeesport 14

Valley View 36, Honesdale 20

Wellsboro 40, Cowanesque Valley 8
Westinghouse 28, Butler 17

Williams Valley 42, Tri-Valley 7

PitT PREVIEW SUMMARY

Youngstown State (1-2) at Pittsburgh (3-0),
Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ACC Network Extra)
Series record: Pitt leads 4-1.

WHAT’S AT STAKE?

The Panthers are seeking their first 4-0 start since
2000, heady territory for a program coming off a 3-9
mark a year ago. Pitt is one of the nation’s early-sea-
son surprises behind redshirt freshman quarterback Eli
Holstein, who has thrown for over 300 yards in each
of his first three games. The Penguins are coming off a
28-25 loss to Duquesne last week.

KEY MATCHUP

Youngstown State’s offensive line vs. Pitt’s front
seven. The Panthers are young along the defensive line
and at linebacker and while the inexperience has shown
early, the aggressiveness that’s become the program’s
calling card during coach Pat Narduzzi’s 10-year ten-
ure hasn’t gone anywhere. Pitt has 10 sacks through
three games, good enough for 16th nationally. If the
Penguins can’t protect quarterback Beau Brungard, any
chance of an upset like the one they pulled against the
Panthers 12 years ago vanishes.

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Youngstown State: Brungard. The sophomore is blos-
soming into a dangerous dual threat in his first season
as a starter. Brungard leads the Penguins with 315
yards rushing on an average of 8.3 yards per carry, a
number that would be even higher if sacks didn’t count
against Brungard’s rushing total. He is also completing
70% of his passes (48 of 68) for an offense that is aver-
aging a healthy 415 yards per game.

Pitt: RB Desmond Reid. The 5-foot-8 Reid leads
the ACC in all-purpose yards (564) and touchdowns
(five) through three weeks. He’s a threat in the passing
game, hauling in a pair of scores in last week’s thriller
against West Virginia. The only real question is dura-
bility. He found himself on the sideline late against the
Mountaineers because he was “dinged up,” according
Narduzzi.

FACTS & FIGURES

The Penguins have not been an easy out for the Pan-
thers. Youngstown State upset Pitt in the 2012 season
opener and tested the Panthers again in both 2015 (a
45-37 setback) and 2017 (a 28-21 overtime victory
for Pitt). ... Narduzzi’s father Bill was head coach at
Youngstown State from 1974-85, twice leading the
Penguins to the NCAA Division II playoffs, includ-
ing a berth in the 1979 title game. Pat Narduzzi was a
freshman linebacker for his father at Youngstown State
in 1985. ... Holstein is the first freshman QB in Pitt
history to top 300 yards in each of his first three starts.
... Pitt has overcome double-digit second-half deficits
in each of the last two weeks, rallying from 21 down
in the third quarter to stun Cincinnati then scoring 14
points in the final 3:15 to surge past the Mountaineers
in the 107th edition of the Backyard Brawl.

WVU PREVIEW SUMMARY

Kansas (1-2) at West Virginia (1-2), Saturday,
noon ET (ESPN2)
Series record: West Virginia leads 10-2.
WHAT’S AT STAKE?

Kansas and West Virginia are hoping to get off to a
good start in the Big 12 after subpar showings in non-
conference play. The Jayhawks gave up a late TD to
UNLYV and lost 23-20 last week. The Mountaineers al-
lowed a blocked punt for a touchdown and surrendered
a 10-point lead in the final three minutes of a 38-34
loss at Pittsburgh.

KEY MATCHUP

Kansas QB Jalon Daniels against West Virginia’s
defense. The Jayhawks are last in the Big 12 at 164.3
passing yards per game. Daniels went 12-of-24 with
two interceptions against UNLV, though he ran for two
scores. West Virginia has allowed a league-worst eight
touchdowns through the air and is giving up 280.7
passing yards per game.

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Kansas: RB Devin Neal. The 215-pound senior is
third in the Big 12 at 111 rushing yards per game. He
ran for 120 yards and caught a 33-yard pass against
UNLV.

West Virginia: Defensive lineman T.J. Jackson. The
senior transfer from Troy was named the Big 12’s
newcomer of the week after making six tackles against
Pittsburgh. That included 1.5 sacks and four tackles for
loss, which was the most for a West Virginia player
since 2018. His seven tackles for loss this season leads
the Big 12.

FACTS & FIGURES

The game features two of the league’s better rush-
ing offenses. Kansas is averaging 238.7 yards on
the ground and West Virginia 192.7. ... The Kansas
defense saw UNLYV run the ball 18 straight times on
its game-winning drive. ... Kansas and West Virginia
didn’t meet last season. Two years ago, the Jayhawks
beat West Virginia 55-42 in overtime in Morgantown.

LPGA Tour PAR SCORES

Kroger Queen City Championship
Friday
At TPC River’s Bend, Maineville, Ohio
Purse: $2 million
Yardage: 6,705; Par: 72
Second Round

Jeeno Thitikul 66-66—132 -12
Lydia Ko 67-66—133 -11
Hae-Ran Ryu 69-65—134 -10
Maria Fassi 68-67—135 -9
Yan Liu 66-69—135 -9
Gaby Lopez 68-67—135 -9
Yealimi Noh 68-67—135 -9
Pajaree Anannarukarn 71-65—136 -8
Sei Young Kim 68-68—136 -8
Stephanie Kyriacou 69-67—136 -8
Anna Nordgqvist 71-65—136 -8
Bianca Pagdanganan 68-68—136 -8
Jasmine Suwannapura 67-69—136 -8
Albane Valenzuela 70-66—136 -8
Marina Alex 71-66—137 -7
Lindy Duncan 68-69—137 -7
Kristen Gillman 69-68—137 -7
Savannah Grewal 67-70—137 -7
Jin Hee Im 68-69—137 -1
Nelly Korda 67-70—137 -1
Somi Lee 70-67—137 -7
Polly Mack 67-70—137 -7
Laetitia Beck 69-69—138 -6
Celine Borge 68-70—138 -6
Ashleigh Buhai 65-73—138 -6
Hyo Joon Jang 73-65—138 -6
Leona Maguire 67-71—138 -6
Madelene Sagstrom 70-68—138 -6
Yuka Saso 73-65—138 -6
Robyn Choi 70-69—139 -5
Ryann O’Toole 70-69—139 -5
Angel Yin 67-72—139 -5
Matilda Castren 71-69—140 -4
Charley Hull 70-70—140 -4
Grace Kim 70-70—140 -4
A Lim Kim 70-70—140 -4
Frida Kinhult 69-71—140 -4

SPORTS SCENE

SATURDAY, SEPT. 21
SCHOLASTIC FOOTBALL

North East at Franklin (7 p.m.)

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
North Clarion at Oil City (11 a.m.)
Rocky Grove at Redbank Valley tournament (9 a.m.)
Clarion at Cumberland Valley tournament (8 a.m.)

GIRLS SOCCER
Grove City at Franklin (10 a.m.)
CROSS COUNTRY

Oil City, Franklin at PIAA Foundation Meet (9 a.m.)

Saturday, Sept. 21
AUTO RACING
7:30 p.m.

USA — NASCAR Cup Series: The Bass Pro Shops
Night Race, Playoffs — Round of 16, Bristol Motor
Speedway, Bristol, Tenn.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
Noon

ABC — NC State at Clemson

ACCN — James Madison at North Carolina

BTN — Charlotte at Indiana

CBSSN — Rice at Army

ESPN — Florida at Mississippi St.

ESPN2 — Kansas at West Virginia

ESPNU — Tulane at Louisiana-Lafayette

FOX — Marshall at Ohio St.

FS1 — Houston at Cincinnati

12:45 p.m.

SECN — Ohio at Kentucky

:30 p.m.

ABC — UCLA at LSU
ACCN — Rutgers at Virginia Tech
BTN — Kent St. at Penn St.

CBS — Southern Cal at Michigan

CBSSN — Memphis at Navy

ESPN — Arkansas at Auburn

ESPN2 — Georgia Tech at Louisville

FS1 — Arizona St. at Texas Tech

NBC — Miami (Ohio) at Notre Dame
PEACOCK — Miami (Ohio) at Notre Dame

4 p.m.
ESPNU — Duke at MTSU
FOX — Utah at Oklahoma St.
4:15 p.m.
SECN — Vanderbilt at Missouri
p.m.
CW — TCU at SMU
TRUTV — UTEP at Colorado St.
7 p.m.
CBSSN — FAU at UConn
ESPN — Miami at South Florida
ESPN2 — California at Florida St.
FS1 — Northwestern at Washington
7:30 p.m.
ABC — Tennessee at Oklahoma
ESPNU — Akron at South Carolina
NBC — Iowa at Minnesota
7:45 p.m.
SECN — Georgia Southern at Mississippi

8 p.m.
ACCN — Michigan St. at Boston College
FOX — Baylor at Colorado
8:30 p.m.
CW — Purdue at Oregon St.
TRUTV — Fresno St. at New Mexico
9:45 p.m.
FS1 — Portland St. at Boise St.
10:30 p.m.
ESPN — Kansas St. at BYU
GOLF
7 a.m.

GOLF — DP World Tour: The BMW PGA Champi-
onship, Third Round, Wentworth Club, Surrey, England
Noon

CW — LIV Golf League: Team Championship —
Second Round, Maridoe Golf Club, Dallas
1 p.m.
GOLF — LPGA Tour: The Kroger Queen City Cham-
pionship, Third Round, TPC River’s Bend, Cincinnati
4 p.m.
GOLF — Korn Ferry Tour: The Nationwide Chil-
dren’s Hospital Championship, Third Round, Ohio
State University Golf Club, Columbus, Ohio

p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour Champions: The Pure Insurance
Championship, Second Round, Pebble Beach Golf
Links, Pebble Beach, Calif.
MLB BASEBALL
1 p.m.
SNP — Pittsburgh at Cincinnati

p.m.
MLBN — Regional Coverage: Philadelphia at N.Y.
Mets OR Minnesota at Boston
7 p.m.
MLBN — Regional Coverage: Arizona at Milwaukee
OR Seattle at Texas
10 p.m.
MLBN — Regional Coverage: N.Y. Yankees at Oakland
(9:05 p.m.) OR Colorado at L.A. Dodgers (9:10 p.m.)

SUNDAY, SEPT. 22

AUTO RACING
1 p.m.

NBC — AMA SuperMotocross: World Champion-

ship Final, Las Vegas (Taped)
p.m.

FS1 — NHRA: The NHRA Carolina Nationals,
zMAX Dragway Concord, N.C.

NBC — IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Champion-
ship: The Tirerack.com Battle of the Bricks, Indianap-
olis Motor Speedway, Indianapolis

GOLF

7 am.

GOLF — DP World Tour: The BMW PGA Champi-
onship, Final Round, Wentworth Club, Surrey, England
Noon
CW — LIV Golf League: Team Championship — Fi-
nal Round, Maridoe Golf Club, Dallas

1 p.m.

GOLF — LPGA Tour: The Kroger Queen City Cham-

pionship, Final Round, TPC River’s Bend, Cincinnati
4 p.m.

GOLF — Korn Ferry Tour: The Nationwide Chil-
dren’s Hospital Championship, Final Round, Ohio
State University Golf Club, Columbus, Ohio

6 p.m.

GOLF — PGA Tour Champions: The Pure Insurance
Championship, Final Round, Pebble Beach Golf Links,
Pebble Beach, Calif.

MLB BASEBALL
1:30 p.m.

MLBN — Regional Coverage: Minnesota at Boston
OR Atlanta at Miami

SNP — Pittsburgh at Cincinnati

:30 p.m.

MLBN — Regional Coverage: Colorado at L.A. Dodg-
ers (4:10 p.m.) OR N.Y. Yankees at Oakland (4:05 p.m.)
7 p.m.

ESPN — Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets

NFL FOOTBALL
1 p.m.

CBS — Regional Coverage: Chicago at Indianapolis,
Houston at Minnesota, L.A Chargers at Pittsburgh,

FOX — Regional Coverage: N.Y. Giants at Cleve-
land, Green Bay at Tennessee, Philadelphia at New
Orleans, Denver at Tampa Bay

4:05 p.m.

CBS — Regional Coverage: Carolina at Las Vegas,

Miami at Seattle
4:25 p.m.
FOX — Regional Coverage: Baltimore at Dallas, San
Francisco at L.A. Rams, Detroit at Arizona
8:20 p.m.
NBC — Kansas City at Atlanta
WNBA BASKETBALL

1 p.m.
ESPN — Playoffs — First Round: Atlanta at New
York, Game 1

3 p.m.
ABC — Playoffs — First Round: Indiana at Con-
necticut, Game 1

5 p.m.
ESPN — Playoffs — First Round: Phoenix at Min-
nesota, Game 1
10 p.m.
ESPN — Playoffs — First Round: Seattle at Las Ve-
gas, Game 1



