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Safe summer fun in the sun

(Family Features) Summer is the sea
son of sun-kissed memories — backyard
barbecues, sandy beaches, bike rides
and late-night stargazing. However, the
warmer months bring unique safety chal-
lenges that can catch active families off
guard if they’re not prepared.

From sunburnsto scraped kneesand de-
hydration to bug bites, summer’s surprises
don’t have to dow you down. With a few
simple precautions and the right tools on
hand — like reliable first-aid essentials—
you can make safety second nature and
keep your focuswhere it belongs: on mak-
ing the most of every sunny moment.

Here are a few smart, easy tips from
the experts at CURAD to help your fam-
ily stay protected from the sun, heat, wa
ter hazards and the inevitable bumps and
bruises from outdoor play.

Shield your skin
from harmful rays

The summer sun can be harsh, making it
important to take steps to prevent sunburn,
evenif it'spartly cloudy or overcast. If you
plan to be outside for morethan 15 minutes,
apply a broad-spectrum sunscreen with an
SPF of at least 30 before heading outdoors.
Remember to regpply to al exposed skin—
including overlooked spots like your ears,
neck and tops of feet — every two hours, or
moreoften if you' re swimming or swesting.

Wearing protective clothing, such as
wide-brimmed hats, sunglasses and light,
long-sleeved shirts, can aso help shield
you from harmful UV rays. When pos-
sible, seek shade during peak sun hours,
typically 10 am.—4 p.m., to minimize di-
rect exposure.

Be prepared for summer scrapes

Accidents can happen anytime, es-
pecidly during active summer days.
Having a well-stocked first-aid kit, in-
cluding bandages, antiseptic wipes and

ointments, can help you quickly address
minor cuts, scrapes and blisters.

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

SUPERIOR
ASPHALT
MAINTENANGE

* Hot Tar Crack Filling
» Asphalt Paving
« Seal Coating

* Parking Lot Line
Painting

* Specialty Color Pave
Asphalt Coatings

800-403-6322 OR 724-638-6322

Keep the fluids
flowing in the heat

During the summer months, the heat
can quickly lead to dehydration, which
can cause dizziness, headaches and
even heat stroke. Drink plenty of water
throughout the day, evenif you don't feel

thirsty, to stay hydrated. Aim for at least
8-10 glasses of water (8 ounces each)
each day, or more if you're going to be
spending an extended amount of time
outdoors or engaging in physical activi-
ties like hiking, biking or playing sports.

See SUMMER FUN, Page 3
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Summer Fun

Continued from Page 2

Keeping a refillable water bottle
with you can make it easier to stay
hydrated on the go and replenish the
water your body loses through sweat.
In addition to water, consuming hy-
drating foods like watermelon, straw-
berries, cantaloupe, cucumbers and
bell peppers can help maintain your
fluid levels and regulate your body’s
temperature. Also avoid excessive
consumption of caffeinated or alcohol-
ic beverages, which can contribute to
dehydration.

Keep pesky insects at bay

Summer evenings are perfect for
outdoor activities, but they can also
attract mosquitoes, ticks and other
pests. Protect yourself and your family
by applying insect repellent on top of
your sunscreen to all exposed skin and
loose-fitting clothing. Reapply as need-
ed, according to the instructions on the
package.

Repellant fans, candles, torches and
bracelets may be good alternatives to
spray or roll-on insect repellants. Wear-
ing long sleeves and pants, especialy in
wooded or grassy areas, can aso help
prevent bug bites. Remember to check
for ticks after spending time outdoors
and, if found, promptly remove them by
using clean tweezers and pulling straight
upward. Avoid twisting, squeezing or
burning ticks, which can lead to the re-
lease of saliva or cause the head to break
off.

Have fun in the water, safely

Summer is the perfect time to hit the
pool, beach or lake, but remember to pri-
oritize safety while enjoying the water.
Always swim in designated areas and
never swim alone. If supervising children,
ensure they are within an arm’sreach and
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wearing properly fitting flotation devices.

Avoid alcohol when swimming or
supervising swimmers, as it can impair
your judgment and reaction times, and
be aware of your surroundings, including
weather conditions and water currents.
Enrolling kids in swimming lessons can
also contribute to a safer experience in
the water.

Building your summer scrape kit

A summer first-aid scrape kit can be
a lifesaver for those inevitable bumps,
bruises and blisters. Keep your family’s
kit in a waterproof case and in an easily
accessible place, such as your car, pool
bag or home first-aid cabinet. Make sure
to keep it stocked with essentialsfor cuts,
scrapes, burns, blisters and beyond, such
as.

e Antiseptic wipes for
wounds

* Antibiotic or antimicrobial ointment
to help prevent buildup of bacteria

» Bandages with Aloe Vera to treat
minor cuts, scrapes and blisters

» Non-latex gloves to protect hands
from dirt and germs

 Hydrocortisone cream for bug bites
and rashes

« Sunscreen to help prevent sunburn

* Aloe veragel for sunburn relief

» Water bottlesto stay hydrated

» Ear drops for preventing or treating
swimmer’s ear

* Insect repellent to help prevent bug
bites

» Tweezersfor removing splinters and
pests

« Pain-relieving medications such as
ibuprofen or acetaminophen

* Ice packs to help slow inflammation
and reduce pain

» Thermometer to check temperature

* Other medications for allergies, nau-
sea, congestion and more

cleaning
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Makethe most of summer
5 tips for boating confidently and safely

(BPT) — Looking for waysto makethe
most of your time outdoors this summer?
Grab your crew and go boating! Being on
thewater is one of the best waysto discon-
nect from distractions on land, allowing
you to relax and recharge in nature. Not
only is there a scientific connection be-
tween boating and happiness — the sight
and sound of water promotes wellness by
increasing serotonin, lowering cortisol and
reducing stress— but boating isaso afun
way to spend time with loved ones and
meet new people within the boating com-
munity. There are plenty of waysto get on
the water whether you rent, charter, share,
join aboat club or own a boat.

Remember, boating should be enjoy-
able, not intimidating. Before stepping
on board or taking the helm, brush up on
your nautical know-how to boost your
confidence and create a safer environ-
ment, allowing for a pleasant, stress-free
day on the water for everyone involved.

“There snothing like spending aday on
the water — where freedom meets fresh
air, stress melts away and lasting memo-
ries are made with your favorite people,”
said Ellen Bradley, senior vice president of

Discover Boating. “Whether you're new
to boating, a seasoned captain or a passen-
ger dong for theride, it's always smart to
brush up on therules of thewater. Discover
Boating makes it easy with expert tips and
safety resourcesright at your fingertips.”

Discover Boating is a one-stop desti-
nation for al things boating, from safe-
ty and education articles, maintenance
checklists and boating destinations, to
finding your dream boat, locating veri-
fied dealershipsin your area and more.

Below are five tips from Discover
Boating to improve your boating knowl-
edge to ensure the best possible experi-
ence on your next boating adventure.

Learn boating safety essentials.
View Discover Boating's new video
series in collaboration with Progressive
Insurance® for expert tips ranging from
preparing your boat for the season to
trailering, boating with kids and furry
friends and more. If you plan on buying
aboat or you are anew boat owner, con-
sider getting boat insurance for an added
layer of security and protection.

See BOATING, Page 5
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Boating

Continued from Page 4

Take a boating course. Sign up for a
boating lesson to hone your powerboat-
ing, sailing or watersports skills by mas-
tering the basics while having fun along
the way. On-water training courses, wa-
tersports camps, youth boating programs
and more are offered across the country.

Visit a boat show. Boat shows are
an ideal place to immerse yourself in the
boating lifestyle and provide a unique
opportunity to meet face-to-face with —
and shop — avariety of boat dealers and
marine product companies all under one
roof. Most boat shows also offer hands-
on demonstrations and educational op-
portunities for boaters of al experience
levels. Find aboat show in your area.

L ook for the seal of approval. When
shopping for a boat, whether at a boat
show, online or at a dealership, check to
makesureitisNMMA Certified. NMMA
Certified boat and trailer manufacturers
have been independently inspected to en-
sure they meet strict industry standards
for safety and construction, as well as all
federal regulations. Look for the NMMA
Certified sticker near the helm of aboat.

Maintenance matters. Similar to
cars, there are a few areas that require
regular maintenance by the owner, and
a few areas that require maintenance at
routine intervals, which most leave to
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the professionals. Prepare a boat main-
tenance checklist that covers everything
from engine needs to cleaning to elec-
trical systems to ensure your boat has a
long lifespan.

Bottie,Feedjour, Fawns, This,Summer,

th.edoublediamonddeerranch.com

00K FOREST, PA

9 @The_Derrick
OCDerrick

facebook.com/
DerrickNewsHerald

TheDerrick.com

Complete Sales Service
Let us Settle Your Estate

RANKIN AUCTION SERVICE

Auctioneers
Dan Gary
(814) (814)

379-9862 764-3502

BUSINESS LIQUIDATIONS & APPRAISALS
CLARION, PA 16214
auctionzip.com - #1585

GREAT FOOD MAKES THE GET-TOGETHER GREAT!
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Platters

o Full Deli & Grocery

* The Freshest Meats
Beef « Pork « Poultry

» Special Requests

MAIN ST. MARKET
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What to look for 1n a vacation rental

Atraveler’s guide to picking
the perfect vacation property

Hardworking individuals and their
families look forward to their vaca-
tions with much anticipation. People
not only work hard to afford arelaxing
getaway, but also to plan such excur-
sions.

There’'s no shortage of lodging
options to consider when planning a
vacation, and travelers tend to have
strong opinions about which types
of places to rest their heads. A 2023
survey from Boston.com asked read-
ers about their lodging preferences,
and 73 percent indicated hotels are
their first choice. Short-term rentals
(11 percent) were less attractive to
readers, but 16 percent of respondents
indicated certain variables, including
the length of the trip, affected which
option they felt was best.

Vacationers considering a short-
term rental service like Vrbo or Airb-
nb can keep these tips in mind as they
seek a rental property for their next
getaway.

Identify your priorities. It sounds
simple, but recognition of your needs
is important before you begin search-
ing for a property. Many rental prop-
erties are awe-inspiring, and it's
easy to get swept up by a property’s
stunning views or additional ameni-
ties. But ocean views or penthouses
perched high atop a metropolitan lo-
cale won't necessarily accommodate
all vacationers. For example, parents
might want to prioritize bedrooms for
the kids and a private outdoor space
to relax together once the children fall

asleep, while singletons might find
that penthouse view is more important.

Give ample thought to location.
Locale and location are not necessar-
ily the same. Many vacationers know
a locale they would like to visit prior
to planning their trips, but the location
of the property they ultimately choose
is an important variable as well. Some
vacationers may rank proximity to
nightlife high on their list, while others
might want a secluded property that’s
ideal for relaxation. The location of a
property can go along way toward de-
termining how enjoyable atrip can be,
s0 be sure to check the address of each
rental to determine precisely where it
isin relation to restaurants, nightlife,
beaches and other amenities.

Consider the amenities. No two
rental properties are the same, so va-
cationers would be wise to read the
details of each listing prior to book-
ing a reservation. Some rental prop-
erties provide bed linens and towels,
while others ask guests to bring their
own. Some properties may come with
access to an on-site pool or lounge,
while others may only allow guests
to enter the property itself. Amenities
can sometimes make or break a prop-
erty, so give these ample thought.

There’'s no shortage of lodging op-
tions for modern vacationers. When
considering renting a privately owned
property, vacationers can embrace
some simple strategies to ensure the
property they ultimately choose is the
best fit.

OIL CREEK
& TITUSVILLE

RAILROAD
409 S. Perry St.,
Titusville, PA
814-676-1733
www.octrr.org

RIDEFVHE RALESEHHISISUMMER!
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SUMMER SPECIAL EVENTS
July 5 - Veteran/Military Special 11AM
July 26 - Christmas in July 11AM
July 27 - Tiki Train 11AM
July 11 & Aug 15 - Wine Tasting 6PM
Aug 1 - Taps on Tracks 6PM
July 19, Aug 23 & 30 - Murder Mystery Dinners

www.tionestabuilders.us

Briggs Whole Home Generators

NOW IN
STOCK AND
READY TO

ROCK!!

Tionesta
814-755-3561

Shippenville
814-226-5040

ths@penn.com
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8 games to try at the next backyard bash

Games can enhance any outdoor func-
tion. Whether at the beach or in one's
backyard, activities can keep guests en-
tertained in between the food and other
refreshments. And the good news is that
most games designed for these types
of functions are appropriate for players
across awide range of ages.

The following are eight games that
can add to the excitement of any outdoor
gathering.

1. Ladder toss: Also known as ladder
golf, this game requires players to toss
string-attached balls onto aladder-shaped
target. Points are awarded depending on
which rung the ball lands on.

2. Kubb: Pronounced “KOOB,” this
Swedish lawn game believed to have
originated during the era of the Vikings
and is best described as a blend of bowl-
ing and horseshoes. Two teams compete
to knock over their opponents wooden
blocks by throwing batons.

3. Cornhole: Many people have
played cornhole, which involves tossing
bean bags at the cornhole board, The ob-
jectiveisto get the bag into the hole or on
the board to score points. The game can
be played as singles or doubles. The first
team to reach 21 points wins.

4. Spikeball™: Also called Round-
net, this two-on-two sport is played by
hitting a ball off a net with the goal of
preventing the opposing team from re-
turning the ball within three touches.

5. Ring toss: This is another game
that tests hand-eye coordination. Players
take turnstossing the rings onto the target
pegs. Each peg is worth a different num-
ber of points. Thefirst player to reach the
agreed-upon amount of pointswins.

6. Connect four in arow: Giant ver-
sions of familiar tabletop games also are
available for yard use. With this game,
players need to get four chipsin arow,
either up and down or diagonal.

7. Kan Jam®: Similar to cornhole
or horseshoes, Kan Jam® features two
teams of two that aternate between
throwing a frisbee and trying to deflect
it. The goal isto get the frisbee into the
can.

8. Rollers: Goals are placed 25 feet
apart and then players roll wooden discs
to try to get closest to the goal. Each side
of the disc has a different number to de-
termine the point value.

Backyard events can be enhanced
with some game play. There are plenty
of fun options for your next gathering.
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Activities for seniors with limited mobility

Physical activity is a valuable tool in
the fight against chronic disease and oth-
er conditions. In fact, the Cleveland Clin-
ic highlights physical activity among its
nine ways to prevent disease in an effort
to live along and rewarding life.

Children, adolescents, young adultsand
even men and women in middle age may
not face too many physical hurdles when
they try to exercise, but seniors are not
always so lucky. Aging men and women
with mobility issues may wonder if they
can reap the rewards of physical activity,
and thankfully there are many ways to ex-
ercise even if getting up and going isn't as
easy as it might have been in years past.
Sometimes referred to as “aerobic exer-
cise” or simply “cardio,” cardiovascular
exercise is an umbrella term that encom-
passes a wide range of physical activities
that raise the heart rate and improve endur-
ance. Seniorswith mobility issues can look
to various forms of cardio for inspiration
as they seek to be more physically active
without compromising their overal hedlth.

Walk your way to a healthier you.
Walking is a form of cardiovascular ex-
ercise that is ideal for older adults with
mobility issues because it need not be
physically demanding and it's safe to
walk just about anywhere. Walking in a
place such as alocal park can be partic-
ularly good for older adults because they
can take periodic breaks on benches if

aches, pains or stiffnessis affecting their
ability to keep moving.

Open Every
Saturday & Sunday
Thru October

Something for Everyone
Concession Stand

LEEPER FLEA MARKET

Located at the
Leeper Market
Rt. 36 & 66 in
Leeper PA.
814-744-8811

That Dream
Vacation
Calling Your
Name?

Take up swimming. Swimming
might be tailor-made for seniors with
mobility issues becauseit’s agreat work-
out and exercising in water tends to be
less taxing on muscles and joints. The
Cleveland Clinic notes that swimming
promotes heart health, strengthens the
lungs, helps to burn calories and builds
muscle, among other benefits. And many
seniors find swimming is just as fun in
their golden yearsasit wasin their youth,
which means aging adults might not face
problems with motivation when the time
comes to get in the pool.

Use an exercise bike or portable
pedal exerciser. Cycling is a wonder-
ful exercise but one that seniors with
mobility issues may feel is no longer
possible. If doctors advise against rid-
ing a traditional bike, an exercise bike
or portable pedal exerciser can provide
many of the benefits of cycling without

as great arisk for accident or injury. A
portable pedal exerciser can be carried
to a park, where seniors can still spend
time in the great outdoors, which is one
of the most appealing reasons to get on
a bike and go.

Takebeginner yoga or tai chi. Help-
Guide.org notes that gentle yoga or tai
chi can help to improve flexibility and
reduce stress and anxiety. Though yoga
and tai chi can provide as much demand-
ing physical activity asindividualsallow,
beginner classes in each discipline don't
require much movement but do provide
enough for seniors hoping to be less sed-
entary.

Even seniors with mobility issues can
find safe and effective ways to be more
physically active. Prior to beginning a
new exercise regimen, seniors with mo-
bility issues are urged to discuss activi-
ties with their physicians.

BELKNAP LIVESTOCK AUCTION, INC.
140 ST. RT 1025, DAYTON, PA

724 762 2634 OR 724-541-7465

Livestock sale every WEDNESDAY 7:00 PM
Trent Stadtmiller, livestock hauling, apprentice auctioneer 724-762-2634

LIVESTOCK AUCTION...

the American way to obtain

TOP MARKET PRICE!

Check us out on Facebook




Dining outdoors is a popular way to
enjoy a mea. Many restaurants set up
tables outside of their establishments or
in nearby courtyards when the weather
warms. There is an indescribable quality
to sipping a drink or taking a bite to eat
while the sun is shining and the breeze is
blowing.

Al fresco dining need not be acompli-
cated affair. In fact, picnics are an infor-
mal outdoor meal and can be quite enjoy-
able. There's nothing pretentious about
apicnic, and setting one up requires just
a few essentials to make the picnic go
smoothly. Here's alook at what to bring
along for the ultimate picnic experience.

Blanket: For picnic purists, enjoy-
ing a picnic requires being close to the
ground. That necessitates some sort of
protection from damp grass or sandy
conditions. If possible, choose a water-
proof picnic blanket that moisture cannot
permeate. A blanket that folds up easily
and has its own carrying case can be es-
pecially convenient.

Insulated tote: Although an old-fash-
ioned wicker picnic basket may be on
brand for a picnic, opting for an insulat-
ed tote bag or cooler-like container will
help keep the food and beverages at the
preferred temperature. Make sureto have
plenty of ice packs on hand to keep the
picnic tote contents chilled.

Reusable plates and utensils: Those
who plan to make picnicking more than
just a once-in-a-blue-moon event would
be wise to invest in some picnic prod-
ucts. Durable and reusable picnic uten-
sils, plates and drinking cups help make
dining outside more comfortable.

Trash bags: Always carry out what
you've carried in, whether you're going
to a park, beach or a hiking trail. That
means having something to carry trash
out so it can be properly disposed of.

Corkscrew: If wine or beer will be
part of the picnic offerings, make sure to
have a corkscrew and bottle opener at the
ready.

Sanitizing wipes: Proper hygiene is
essential for handling picnic fare, which
tends to be sandwiches or finger foods.
Therefore, bring along hand sanitizer or
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Everything you need for the perfect picnic

sanitizing wipes to clean hands before
the meal, especially if restrooms aren’t
nearby.

Cloth napkins. Cloth napkins have
more weight to them than paper nap-
kins, which means they’'re less likely to
blow away in the breeze. Invest in a set
of inexpensive cloth napkins for dining
outside. Simply drop them in the wash-
ing machine to clean up after the picnic
is done.

Storage containers. Whether it's in
bento-style boxes or individual snap/lock
lid plastic containers, food should be
packaged securely so there are no spills
on the way to the picnic area.

Sun protection: Be sure to bring
along sunscreen, wide-brimmed hats and
sunglasses to protect oneself from the
sun while enjoying the picnic. A portable
umbrella can be staked into the ground to
provide some shade.

Picnics are relaxing ways to enjoy an
informal meal in the great outdoors. Cer-
tain gear can make a picnic even more
enjoyable.

WOODS & RIVER COFFEE

Trail-Friendly Coffee Shop

Located one block away from the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail

Locally Roasted Espresso
Homemade Baked Goods

Award Winning Breakfast Sandwich

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
NEW EXTENDED WEEKDAY HOURS
WEEKDAYS 6:30AM - 5PM « WEEKENDS 6:30AM - 2PM

2 W. FRONT ST., OIL CITY » 814-493-8932
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Featuresto accommodate outdoor cooking

Various things come to mind when
pondering outdoor entertaining. Outdoor
living spaces run the gamut from expan-
sive oases with a pool, hot tub and room
toloungeto smaller areas with some seat-
ing that allows hosts and guests to enjoy
some fresh air. One common theme in
most outdoor living spaces, regardless
of their size, is an areato cook, typicaly
over an open flame.

Grilling is wildly popular. According
to the grilling experts at Traeger, roughly
128 million households across the Unit-
ed States owned a grill in 2020. Grills
are similarly popular in Canada, where
a 2023 poll from Ipsos-Reid found that
78 percent of Canadiansown agrill. Out-
door cooking isastaple of lifeinthe U.S.
and Canada, and this popular means to
meal preparation can be made even more
enjoyable with a few simple upgrades to
an outdoor living space.

Natural gas grill: Natural gas grills
are designed to be connected with a
home' s natural gasline. That can make it
more convenient to grill, particularly for
people who grill often and do not want to
deal with charcoal and propane tanks that
reguire routine trips to a grocery store or
other retailer to resupply. With a natura
gasgrill, cooks can fire up the grill at any
time just like they would when using a
gas stove indoors.

Refrigerator: Incorporating a refrig-
erator into an outdoor living space can
make outdoor cooking more convenient.
Depending on the size of the appliance,
an outdoor refrigerator can store condi-
ments and sauces, saving cooks the trou-
ble of walking back and forth between
indoor and outdoor living spaces to gath-
er supplies for cooking. A dlightly larger
outdoor refrigerator also can be used to
store the food that will be cooked on the
grill, affording cooks more time to spend
outdoors.

Outdoor pantry: An outdoor living

space that incorporates a pantry to store
dishes and tools of the barbecuing trade,
like spatulas and tongs, can make grill
sessions easier for cooks. When planning
a new outdoor living space, a pantry can
be incorporated into the design. If aug-
menting an existing space, standalone

pantries can provide similar functionality
as built-in alternatives.

Outdoor sink: All those utensils and
cooking instruments will ultimately need
to be washed. An outdoor sink ensures
utensils and tools can be washed and
dried outside, saving hosts the trouble of
carrying items in at the end of the night
only to return them to the outdoor pantry
the following morning. An outdoor sink
also makes it easier to rinse vegetables
before cooking them over an open flame.

Garden bar: Grilling canbeareward-
ing but lonely undertaking. Grills often

are set away from outdoor dining tables
SO guests can comfortably converse and
eat without being drowned out by the siz-
Zle of the grill or overwhelmed by smoke
that can come pouring out when opening
the grill lid. A garden bar that’s adjacent
to the grill can provide a gathering space
for guests and ensure cooks aren’'t spend-
ing the duration of a get-together going
it alone.

Outdoor cooking is wildly popular,
and might prove even more so when in-
corporating various convenient features
into an exterior living space.

GRAVATT

PAINTING & SERVICES, INC.

* Int. /Ext. Painting
» Wall Coverings

* Pressure Cleaning
* Lot Line Striping

* Drywall &
Plaster Repair

FREE ESTIMATES Call Skip or Erica
(814)437-7577

State Register Number PA 003888




Outdoor living spacesarewildly popu-
lar. A 2024 poll of morethan 1,000 home-
owners conducted by Thumbtack found
that 29 percent of respondentsintended to
spend as much as $5,000 improving their
outdoor spaces in the coming months.

There’'s much to gain from upgrading
outdoor living spaces. In addition to the
improved functionality and additional us-
age residents get to enjoy when upgrad-
ing these spaces, such projects can help
to improve resale value. In fact, a 2021
survey of real estate agents conducted by
HomeLight found that a new patio pro-
vided an average return on investment of
109 percent.

There’'s much to gain in both the
short- and long-term when upgrading an
outdoor living space. The following are
a handful of must-have features to make
such spaces an even better addition to a
home' s existing layout and landscape.

Multi-functionality: The home ren-
ovation experts at This Old House note
versatility in an outdoor living space can
set astage for relaxation, entertaining and
family activities. Outdoor living spac-
es tend to be most useful when they’re
multifunctional, providing a space where
residents can relax on weekend mornings
and evenings throughout the week while
also offering the potential to entertain
crowds during backyard barbecue sea-
son. Homeowners can keep this in mind
and prioritize multifunctionality when
designing outdoor living spaces.

Seamless connectivity with interior
designs: Though outdoor living areas
were long viewed as areas wholly sepa-
rate from home interiors, that traditional
outlook has changed in recent years. In a
2024 survey conducted by Fixr, 78 per-
cent of industry experts noted a coherent
indoor-outdoor design was the most pop-
ular outdoor living space trend that year.
This design choice suggests an outdoor
living space is an extension of the home
as opposed to awholly separate area.
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Must-have features when outfitting an outdoor living space

Comfortable seating: The days of
stackable plastic lawn chairs are largely
a thing of the past. Modern outdoor liv-
ing spaces offer comfortable, all-weather
seating where residents and guests can
gather to relax and engage in conversa-
tion. Accent tables to place drinks and
other itemsis another nice touch that can
add to the comfort-first feel of an outdoor
space. Modular furniture merits home-
owners consideration, as such furnish-
ings can be customized and rearranged
for each gathering and might prove easier
to store for homeowners who will be tak-
ing the seating in over the winter.

Lighting: Of course, summer gather-
ings in outdoor living spaces have a ten-
dency to continue past sundown. Prop-
er lighting can ensure spaces are safely
navigated when the sun goes down. Suf-
ficient lighting also enhances the visu-
al appeal of the space while facilitating
conversation when natural light is no

Our professional services include:

Demolition & Full-Size Excavating ¢ Bulldozing ¢ Landscaping
Straw Blowing ¢ Building Concepts » General Hauling
Dump Truck Services « Snow Removal « Dumpster Service
Mulch, Stone & Topsoil In stock

1400 W. First St.

§14-516- 4541

OIL GITY

PA #064776

longer enough to illuminate a space. Homeowners can start with some must-
There' s no shortage of ways to create have features and then build on the spac-
an awe-inspiring outdoor living space. esasthey seefit.

Green Acres Golif Course

Memberships
Daily Rates
Corporate Outings

Call for

39272 Highway 408 Tea Times

Titusville, PA

Lessons
Practice Facility

814-827-3589

A FULL SERVICE HOBBY SHOP
WITH EVERYTHING YOU NEED!

Complete, Race-Ready,
Hobby-Quality RC Cars begin
at less than $100.

SPECTATORS FREE

Rentals Available - Call Ahead

Great Food - Great Fun

Coupon Good For
FREE Thursday Rental or
$20 OFF any Ready-To-Run
RC Car over $100

482 Stoneboro Lateral Rd., Stoneboro, PA« 724-376-2379

Check Us Out Online at www.bigdogrc.com or on Facebook
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NOW HIRING!! oI
Full Time: Direct Service Professionals Llc

S TA R T’ N G AT $ 1 8 o 0 0 United Community Independence Programs

These positions
may require evening
and weekend availability
depending on the shift.
You will be providing
support to individuals with
developmental disabilities
in a group home and
) community setting.
Benefits | Requirements
- Starting Wage of $18.00 per hour Applicants should be motivated
- Fully paid health insurance, and reliable with a solid work history;
vision and dental insurance must pass a pre-employment drug

for all full-time positions after 90 days screening and medical examination;
- Matching retirement plan have favorable ACT 34 clearance;

- Excellent paid time off after 90 days and a valid driver’s license with a

- Paid holidays - Paid training receidprti ‘22 ; ?géigizcto'"y

We provide services
in Clarion, Crawford and
Venango Counties. If you are
compassionate, organized, reliable,
professional and want to make a
difference in someone’s life,
contact us today!

DIRECT SUPPORT PLEASE APPLY ONLINE AT
PROFESSIONALS WWW.UCIPONLINE.COM

UCIP Venango County Office 155 East Bissell Avenue  0il City, PA

No telephone calls please. Equal Opportunity Employer.
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