
BY DUNCAN SLADE AND TRENTON 
STRAIGHT

EDITORINCHIEF AND NEWS EDITOR

George Tanios, owner of Sand-
wich University in Morgantown, has 
received tens of thousands of dol-
lars from supporters on a Christian 
crowdfunding site as he faces charges 
related to the Jan. 6 riots at the U.S. 
Capitol.

Th e page was created by Amanda 
Plumey, Tanios’ fi ance, shortly after 
his arrest in March. Th e page is on 
GiveSendGo, a site that markets it-
self as the “#1 Free Christian Crowd-
funding Site.”

While a total fi gure is no longer 

listed on the site, as of Oct. 20, do-
nors had given $59,159 towards a 
stated goal of $150,000. Most dona-
tions are anonymous and in amounts 
varying from as little as $5 to as much 
as $2,000.

Tanios faces 10 charges related to 
the Jan. 6 riots from assaulting po-
lice offi  cers to obstruction of an offi  -
cial proceeding. He has pleaded not 
guilty to all charges and is out on bail 
awaiting trial.

In regular updates posted to the 
GiveSendGo page, Plumey and Ta-
nios inform supporters about the sta-
tus of his case and thank donors for 
their generosity. He refers to him-
self and others charged in connec-
tion with the Jan. 6 riots as “political 

prisoners.”
“I look forward to my day in court 

and clearing my name of these 
charges fabricated against me,” Ta-
nios wrote in a Nov. 13 post. “Life is all 
about the rebound. God is a Winner, 
I am a Winner, you all are Winners. 
Th at is why they hate us so much.”

Prosecutors say Tanios and friend 
Julian Khater traveled to Washing-
ton with bear spray and pepper spray. 
At the riots, prosecutors say Tanios 
handed one of the sprays to Khater 
who used it on U.S. Capitol Police 
offi  cers.
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Sandwich U owner raised $59K after Jan. 6 charges

Gee-Reed admin to face no-confi dence vote
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George Tanios, owner of Sandwich University, has received tens of thousands of dollars from support-
ers since he was charged for his role in the Jan. 6 riots.

See Sandwich U page 4

BY DUNCAN SLADE AND TRENTON 
STRAIGHT

EDITORINCHIEF AND NEWS EDITOR

The West Virginia University 
Faculty Senate will hold a vote of 
no-confi dence in the current aca-
demic administration of President 
E. Gordon Gee and Provost Mary-
anne Reed.

Th e vote will be held during a 
meeting on Monday at 3:15 p.m. over 
Zoom. Th e resolution was added to 
the agenda on Wednesday.

Th e resolution that faculty sena-
tors will be voting on lists reasons 
for the vote that include the lack of 
a campus COVID-19 vaccine man-
date, hiring practices, lack of trans-
parency in ongoing Academic Trans-
formation and “a pattern of failing to 
respect shared governance.”

If the vote of no-confidence 
passes, it would be a non-bind-
ing resolution where faculty sena-

tors formally announce that they no 
longer support the administration 
in power. Th e WVU Board of Gov-
ernors, not the Faculty Senate, ul-
timately determines who leads the 
institution.

Th e Faculty Senate is a collection 
of over a hundred faculty members 
from across the University and in-

cludes delegations from each col-
lege and school at WVU as well as 
divisional campuses in Keyser and 
Beckley.

On two separate occasions this 
fall, WVU faculty called on adminis-
trators to require the COVID vaccine 
for students and employees.

In early September, faculty mem-

bers called a rare assembly of al-
most every faculty member and 
voted overwhelmingly in favor of 
a campus-wide COVID-19 vaccine 
mandate. Th at same week, the WVU 
Student Government Association 
passed a non-binding resolution 
with similar demands.

Two months later, the WVU Fac-
ulty Senate passed a non-binding 
joint resolution with the Marshall 
University Faculty Senate asking for 
vaccine mandates on both campuses 
as state lawmakers passed a bill re-
quiring broad religious and medi-
cal exemptions from any potential 
mandate.

University administrators repeat-
edly expressed confi dence in vac-
cination rates as a reason not to 
mandate the vaccine and said that 
a mandate would not be most eff ec-
tive. Over 80% of students and 90% 
of employees at WVU’s Morgantown 
campus have been vaccinated.

Th e resolution states that there 

has been a lack of transparency in 
the administration’s ongoing Aca-
demic Transformation initiative. 
Th is process has led to the combina-
tion of two colleges into one and the 
discontinuation of 15 degree pro-
grams — primarily in the arts.

“The Gee-Reed administration 
has refused to engage in open, in-
clusive, systematic practices for hir-
ing qualifi ed candidates for its se-
nior administrative team, including 
in units and positions that are as 
crucial for ensuring safe, respectful, 
and inclusive workplaces as the Pro-
vost’s Offi  ce, the Division of Diver-
sity, Equity, and Inclusion, and cam-
pus president,” the statement reads.

Th e resolution also states that the 
Gee-Reed administration has “ex-
hibited a pattern of failing to respect 
shared governance and working out-
side of professional norms” that has 
weakened the University’s campus 
climate and reputation.
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Traffi  c Stop.
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11:30 a.m. | Resolved
Evansdale Crossing 
Assist EMS Police.
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Assist EMS Police.
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12:11 p.m. | Resolved

WVU Police Dept 
Found Property.

Nov. 29
12:27 p.m. | Report
WVU Police Dept 
Lost Property.

Nov. 29
2:55 p.m. | Resolved
North Spruce St 
Assist Fire Dept Police.

Nov. 29
3:52 p.m. | Report
WVU Art Museum 
Alarm Condition.

Nov. 29
6:32 p.m. | Report
Lincoln Hall 
Assist EMS Police.
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wvu holds 99% of the global short 
guy population 
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Morgantown to provide community with 
housing resources this holiday season

BY LAYLA MCLEAN
CORRESPONDENT

With the holiday season 
approaching, members of 
the Martin Hall Agency pre-
sented the Humans of Mor-
gantown (HoM) initiative 
at a city council meeting 
Tuesday.

There are currently more 
than 300 unsheltered resi-
dents in Morgantown, ac-
cording to HoM.

“One of the most impact-
ful ways you can make a dif-
ference is just by smiling and 
greeting your unsheltered 
neighbors the next time you 
see them,” said Rachel John-
son, account service direc-
tor at Martin Hall Agency, 
in a press release. “We’re all 
neighbors in Morgantown, 
regardless of your housing 
situation.”

HoM is a collaborative 
initiative between the Mar-
tin Hall Agency and the Mor-
gantown Committee on Un-
sheltered Homelessness, a 
subcommittee of the City 
Council, and was created to 
shed light on homelessness 

in the community.
“Our unsheltered neigh-

bors celebrate the holidays in 
the same manner as most of 
the area does,” said Colleen 
Lankford, director of Chris-
tian Help and member of the 
subcommittee.

Johnson said the initia-
tive aims to shift the con-
versation to include people 
without shelter as part of our 
community, our neighbors, 
who are worthy of empathy 
as well as respect. They are 
trying to center people and 
their stories, with the belief 
that people should not be de-
fined by housing status.

Some unsheltered resi-
dents have families to go to 
during the holidays. One of 
these residents, Luke, said 
he plans to visit his family in 
Shinnston, West Virginia.

“My whole family visits my 
parents in Shinnston every 
year. They’re retired school 
teachers in their eighties,” 
he said. “I have 22 siblings. 
When my family makes din-
ner, they make a little bit of 
everything.”

Other people without 
housing have nowhere to go.

According to HoM, social 
services in Morgantown will 
offer several events for un-
sheltered residents this hol-
iday season, “so that people 
experiencing houselessness 
have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in holiday celebra-
tions if they have complicated 
familial circumstances.”

“They seek and celebrate 
community through meals, 
small tokens of appreciation 
and acknowledgment within 
their circles, and thankful-
ness for their blessings, what-
ever they may be,” Lankford 
said in a press release.

The Salvation Army and 
the Bartlett House will host 
holiday meals in December, 
according to the Martin Hall 
Agency.

Martin Hall Agency con-
ducted a series of interviews 
with local government offi-
cials, community influenc-
ers, business owners and 
members of the Morgantown 
unsheltered population. 
They found that most resi-
dents are sympathetic to the 
unsheltered people in Mor-
gantown but are often hesi-
tant to get involved.

Johnson said the easiest 
place to start is being more 
neighborly.

“When you see someone 
on the street, try making eye 
contact or even smiling at 
them because I know that we 
all have the power to make a 
better Morgantown for all of 
us,” Johnson said.

HoM will host a Commu-
nity Action event Thursday at 
5:30 p.m. on the WVU Health 
Science Campus. In a poverty 
simulation, participants will 
be given an identity of a per-
son going through homeless-
ness or extreme poverty.

The simulation, which is 
about two hours long, takes 
people through two months 
of the life of someone in pov-
erty, giving the community a 
chance to experience the re-
alities that these individuals 
in our own community face.

On Facebook and Insta-
gram, HoM shares the sto-
ries of some unsheltered res-
idents in Morgantown.

“Unsheltered residents in 
Morgantown do not consider 
themselves to be homeless,” 
Johnson said. “Their home 
is here.”

PHOTO COURTESY HOM

Members of the Martin Hall Agency pose for a photo during a Humans of Morgan-
town pop-up event on Tuesday, Nov. 30.

Morgantown allocates $2 million to 
repair sewers near football stadium

BY SADAF NIKZAD
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The City of Morgantown 
and the Monongalia County 
Commission have each allo-
cated $1 million to the Mor-
gantown Utility Board’s 
(MUB) Upper Popenoe Run 
Stream Restoration and Sani-
tary Sewer Replacement Proj-
ect to help prevent fl ooding in 
the area. 

“We are looking at complet-
ing a stream restoration proj-
ect and a sanitary sewer re-
placement project in the area 
from Willowdale Road to Stew-
art Street,” said Ken Hacker, se-
nior engineer at MUB and the 
Upper Popenoe Run project 
manager. 

Hacker said the project will 
extend a little bit in both direc-
tions beyond those roadways, 

but the majority of the project 
will be done in that area.

Th e Popenoe Run stream 
continues all the way down to 
Patteson Drive, where Mor-
gantown has seen major fl ood-
ing issues recently. Th e cur-
rent project does not include 
Patteson Drive, but MUB has 
plans to begin a project there 
as well. 

MUB is currently seeking 
fi rms to complete a fl ood con-
trol study on Morgantown’s 
drainage system and will 
eventually hire a fi rm to look 
at more areas throughout the 
entire system to see where the 
problems are and what major 
projects can be done to pre-
vent more fl ooding. Th is fl ood 
control study will include ar-
eas such as Patteson Drive. 

“Currently, there is an ex-
isting sanitary sewer line that 
needs upgraded -- it’s beyond 

its life -- and the stream itself 
in that area that parallels the 
sanitary sewer line is also in 
pretty poor condition,” Hacker 
said.

He said restoration needs 
to be done to the stream itself 
and the stream bank around it 

to help with localized fl ooding 
and erosion.

MUB plans to upgrade ap-
proximately 3,000 feet of sani-
tary sewer main to help elim-
inate a large problem with 
groundwater infi ltration due 
to the current material type of 

the sanitary sewer main. 
Hacker said this system 

was installed in the 1960s and 
needs to be upgraded to a 
more PVC type material that is 
more water tight and can hold 
a greater capacity.

“Alongside of that project, 
by restoring the stream, we 
would be protecting the new 
sanitary sewer line installed 
and aiming to reduce localized 
fl ooding in that area,” Hacker 
said. 

He added the Upper 
Popenoe Run project has 
been on MUB’s radar for a long 
time, but funds haven’t been 
made available.

The County Commission 
has verbally agreed to put up 
half of the money if the City of 
Morgantown does the same. 
At this point, Morgantown 
has allocated funds from the 
American Rescue Plan Act for 

this project. 
“We approached the 

County Commission and 
they agreed to put up half of 
the money, and we also ap-
proached the City of Morgan-
town to help out with some of 
the ARPA funds,” Hacker said. 
“It’s estimated at $2 million.”

Hacker has not yet been 
given the green light to begin 
the project but said it will be 
a year-long process to hire a 
fi rm, design a new system, get 
the proper permits and begin 
construction.

“Once we get the go ahead, 
it looks like it would be almost 
a year process to get the thing 
designed and permitted and 
bid for construction,” Hacker 
said. “If we had the release to 
go ahead, it would probably be 
early 2023 before it was com-
pleted if we started it now.”

PHOTO BY TRENTON STRAIGHT

The Upper Popenoe Run Stream Restoration and Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project 
will take place from Willowdale Road to Stewart Street in Morgantown.
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INSURANCE INFO
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The Spring 2022 student health insurance waiver site is now 

open at studentinsurance.wvu.edu.

Complete a Spring 2022 waiver by January 3 to opt out of 

student health insurance.

Spring waiver is not necessary if you already have an 

approved waiver for Fall 2021.

Interview: WVU President Gee talks campus 
free speech, University of Austin advising

BY DUNCAN SLADE
EDITORINCHIEF

Th e Daily Athenaeum sat 
down with West Virginia Uni-
versity President E. Gordon 
Gee for an interview Th ursday 
following the launch last week 
of the University of Austin, a 
new school that its found-
ers say will combat a culture 
of censorship on college cam-
pus. Gee is not a Trustee at the 
school but is a member of its 
Board of Advisors.

His comments have been 
lightly edited for clarity and 
length.

Daily Athenaeum: You 
said in your 2017 State of 
the University address: “Any 
attempt to deny free speech 
protections to others is a 
threat to our own freedom. 
It is a threat to education. 
And it is a threat to democ-
racy itself.”

Why do you see the uni-
versity system as so integral 
to defending free speech?

Gordon Gee: This is the 
place where all ideas should 
be welcome. Universities were 
established in the year 1200 
as places in which people can 
gather together and create 
ideas.

You know, we don’t pro-
duce cars. We don’t produce 
widgets. We don’t produce 
electric vehicles. We produce 
ideas. And if ideas are not at 
the center of what we’re do-
ing — all ideas, good ideas, 
bad ideas, irritating ideas, ir-
rational ideas — then we have 
lost our ability, I think, to re-
ally call ourselves a university. 
And that by the way is my only 

real enthusiastic part of the 
University of Austin, which is 
the fact that it is really a center 
of the road, all ideas are wel-
come kind of a place.

I think a couple of things. 
We are in real danger of not 
feeling comfortable talking 
about uncomfortable ideas. 
62% of students in higher ed-
ucation right now are fearful 
of saying what they think. 71% 
of students who are left to cen-
ter would rat on their faculty 
members or other students. I 
mean, I fi nd that to be abhor-
rent. When Dave Chappelle, 
when Bill Maher, when Jerry 
Seinfeld refuse to come on to 
a university campus, because 
of the fact that they feel that 
we have a censorial approach, 
that shows that our institution 
is in danger.

DA: Do you think that the 
stifl ing of ideas, censorship, 
cancel culture, whatever 
term you…

Gee: I hate those kinds of 
terms.

DA: What do you call it 
then?

Gee: I just call it that we 
don’t have the kind of free 
thought and free speech that 
we should have.

DA: Do you think that hap-
pens here [at WVU]?

Gee: I think it happens less 
here, because I think we at-
tract a unique kind of stu-
dent, but it does happen here 
on occasion.

I remember Milo Yianno-
polous. People told me, “You 
can’t allow him to come on 
campus.” I had so many peo-
ple say that. We allowed him 
to come on campus. But guess 
what, I exercised my free 
speech. He attacked a great 
friend of mine, Daniel Brew-
ster. And I said, you know, the 
guy, I just don’t like what he 
had to say. But I exercised my 
free speech. And guess what? 
He came, he spoke, students 
appeared.

I had a student at the 
Mountainlair about two days 
ago. Th is kid came up to me — 
from West Virginia, from the 
southern part of the state. And 
she said, “Can I talk with you 

for a second?” I said, “Yeah.” 
She said, “Well, you know, I’ve 
been reading a little bit about 
what you had to say. Th e truth 
of the matter is I do not feel 
comfortable. I feel like if I re-
ally spoke what I believe that 
I would be censored, that I 
would be ostracized.” One stu-
dent believing that is one too 
many.

And now I have been to 
places — I would say that 
Brown being one example of, 
University of Colorado being 
another example — where 
there was a real political cat-
echism. I don’t believe that so 
much here. But I do believe 
that we need to be fi erce de-
fenders of the ability for peo-
ple to speak up and speak out.

DA: Do you think that sti-
fl ing of free speech happens 
more on the conservative 
side here or on the liberal 
side?

Gee: No, I’ll tell you some-
thing. I think it happens on 
both sides. I think it happens 
from the wings. I’ll just use 
this as an example. Remem-
ber the Young Communist 
League? You know, someone 
over here is reporting them to 
the state legislature. I’ve had 
that happen, too.

If you’re talking about wo-
keness, wokeness comes from 
both the left and the right. In 
fact, David Brooks, a couple of 
years ago, wrote a wonderful 
piece in Th e New York Times, 
about the fact that wokeness is 
a danger to our country, but it 
comes from both ends of the 
spectrum. I’m just a believer 
in ideas, and I’m not afraid 
of ideas, and I’m not afraid to 
have the marketplace of ideas.

DA: At the University of 
Austin (UATX), did you know 
that your name was going 
to be used on the board of 
advisors?

Gee: Well, they had asked 
me to be on the board of ad-
visors. I did not know that he 
[UATX Founding President 
Pano Kanelos] was going to 
come out with that statement. 
Of the other 45 people on it or 
so, there’s a lot of things that 
he said that people disagreed 
with, including me and I said 
that very clearly.

But I think that everyone 
on there no matter where they 
find themselves politically, 
you get a very wide spectrum. 
You get a Bari Weiss from New 
York Times here and you get a 
Niall Ferguson here, you get 
a David Mamet, a great play-
wright who’s gonna be in the 
center. I mean, you get them 
from all over.

And it’s a who’s who crowd. 
Th ere’s no doubt about it. And 
I felt pretty damn privileged 
to be included among it. And 
I was the only public univer-
sity president, and I guess the 
only sitting president. But my 
issue that I was helping them 
with is because I am a sitting 
president I know how to gain 
accreditation. And I worked 
very hard on that.

And then secondly, just the 
issue we talked about which 
is the free speech issue. And, 
and I think that anytime we 
can fi nd any institution that 
stands up clearly, unequiv-
ocally for that, I think it’s 
important.

And you know what, I’ll tell 
you what really irritated me. 
I was asked a question and I 
answered, and in a very sharp 
way. But when someone says 
what do you tell your students 
of color, your LGBTQ students, 
the question was rhetori-
cal. Th e question is, well, be-
cause you’re associated with 
this group, what do you say? 
I have 41 years of experience. 
Th is is the great thing about 

being me, I say that, with all 
humility, the fact that I have a 
really extensive track record, 
but I just stand by my track re-
cord. And I don’t want anyone 
characterizing me as anything 
other than what I am.

DA: Do you think that 
there’s anything that people 
still don’t understand about 
your involvement in the Uni-
versity of Austin?

Gee: Absolutely. I think the 
issue of explaining something 
like that, you know, the prob-
lem that we have is people 
have an ability to be able to 
defi ne anything you’re doing 
by almost immediate regurgi-
tation on social media.

I’m certain there are a 
number of people who think 
that’s the craziest damn thing 
I’ve ever heard of. And some 
people who say that it’s won-
derful. Th ey’re from all over 
the gamut. I’ve got a lot of peo-
ple that write to me. I get a lot 
of letters, as you can imagine.

It kind of divides itself this 
way: Th e people who are ex-
ternal to the University, about 
80% say “you go right ahead 
there.” And then within the 
University, about 80% of them 
say “you’re a doofus.” But I fi g-
ure I’m doing the right thing, if 
I’ve got enough of the beehive 
stirred up, you know.

DA: Do you think you 
could ever see yourself 
teaching at the University of 
Austin? Being the president 
there?

Gee: No, no, no, I’m de-
voted to this place. I came 
back here as an accident the 
second time around. I had 
no intent on staying and here 
I am. And I bought a home 
at the Greenbrier. Th is is my 
home. And I’m not hunting 
for another job. I’m just try-
ing to fi nish the one I have 
right now.

PHOTO BY DUNCAN SLADE

WVU President E. Gordon Gee at a State of the University address on Monday, Oct. 18 
at the College of Law Fitzsimmons Event Hall.

Brian Sicknick, one of the 
officers, died the next day 
and the medical examiner 
has ruled he died of natural 
causes.

Tanios was held for five 
months on pretrial detention 

before being released in Au-
gust on house arrest after mul-
tiple appeals.

“I just wanted to say thank 
you, thank you, thank you to 
everyone who has donated 
and prayed for my family and 
the others caught up in this sit-
uation,” he wrote after his re-
lease. “Your support is felt and 
has really helped us through 

this. Words can not express 
what it is like when you know 
God Fearing American Patri-
ots are praying and donating 
hard earned money to help 
you out in a time of struggle. 
Real Tears.”

Th e conditions of his pre-
trial release were modifi ed last 
month. He is now allowed out 
of the house and is working to 

sell his Sandwich University 
business while he starts a new 
job at a local pizza store.

“It is bitter sweet knowing 
that many people are still lan-
guishing in prison and many 
others are being hunted down 
still,” Tanios wrote in Septem-
ber. “I pray the truth comes 
out and for their protection.”

Th e site also off ers support-
ers the opportunity to let the 
campaign owner know that 
they are praying for them. Al-
most 500 people have said 
they’re praying for Tanios and 
his family.

“  Thank you all again for 
your prayers and support,” 
Tanios wrote in October. “May 
God bless you and your fami-
lies through these times.”

He closed the message with 
“Let’s Go Brandon!” which is 
a commonly used phrase in 
place of an obscene statement 
about President Joe Biden.

Tanios isn’t the only person 
charged in the riots who is us-
ing GiveSendGo as a means of 
raising money. Dozens of peo-
ple charged for their role in the 

Jan. 6 insurrection have col-
lectively raised more than $2 
million, according to a CNN 
report from September.

A majority of these crowd-
funding eff orts were on Gi-
veSendGo. Donors on the 
site also raised more than 
$500,000 for Kyle Rittenhouse 
who was recently acquitted 
of all charges in the Kenosha 
shooting.

In an interview with CNN, 
Jacob Wells, co-founder Gi-
veSendGo, said the platform 
intends to “not side with the 
right or the left, but point peo-
ple back to Jesus.”

In some cases, crowdfund-
ing has impacted the out-
come of criminal cases be-
ing investigated by the Justice 
Department.

Joshua James, a Capitol ri-
oter who earned approxi-
mately $200,000 from crowd-
funding, was denied a request 
to be released from home 
confi nement.

A handful of other riot-
ers earned over six fi gures in 
crowdfunding.

Sandwich U
Continued from page 1 Quick Facts

• George Tanios

• He faces 10

•He has 

has owned 
Sandwich 
University for 
over 15 years.

charges related 
to the Jan. 6 
riots.

pleaded not 
guilty to all 
charges.
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It’s the end of the semester 
for a lot of WVU students 
and a moment to relax and 
do something fun is very 
much needed this week-
end. Even if you aren’t a 
WVU student, a moment 
for yourself will always be 
needed during this time of 
the year. From going out for 
some good Mexican food, 
to doing some small Christ-
mas shopping, you can do 
it all in Morgantown.

Los Mariachis on 
Van Voorhis:
If you’re feeling a 
little hungry this 

weekend, I recommend 
you take yourself over 
to Los Mariachis on Van 
Voorhis Rd. From their de-
licious chori pollo to their 
special tacos campechanos, 
they won’t have anything 
you won’t like. Los Maria-
chis also off ers a vegetarian 
menu for those who would 
enjoy a healthier and 
cleaner option.

Plato’s Closet:
We all need to do 
some Christmas 
shopping around 

this time of the year and 
Plato’s Closet might be 
the place for you. Plato’s 
Closet in Morgantown 
off ers a wide variety of used 
clothing for both men and 
women. Also if you need 
to get rid of some of your 
own clothes, they might be 
able to take them off  your 
hands.

Cavern, Boozewa, 
False Gods, Choke 
A.D., at 123 Pleas-
ant St.:

If you’re looking for some 
music this weekend, 123 
Pleasant St might be the 
place to be. 123 Pleasant 
St will be hosting Cavern, 
Boozewa, False Gods, and 
Choke A.D. this Saturday at 
8 p.m.. Tickets are $10 per 
person and you have to be 
18 and over for entry.

Th ree things 
to do this 
weekend in 
Morgantown

1

2

3

Behind the scenes: Th e places 
only seen by facilities workers

Campus read author reminds WVU
students to channel their humanity: 
‘Violence does not organically grow in our deserts or at our borders’

BY SABRINA SIEGAN 
CORRESPONDENT

Francisco Cantú, author of 
“Th e Line Becomes a River”, 
WVU’s 2021 campus read, pre-
sented for the Festival of Ideas 
on Nov. 16.

“Th e Line Becomes a River” 
is about the four years Cantú 
worked as a border patrol 
agent in Arizona, New Mexico 
and Texas.

As the grandson of a Mex-
ican immigrant, Cantú be-
lieved, “Th at I would be able 
to act as a force for good within 
the agency, even while partici-
pating in the border’s cruelest 
realities.”

Cantú’s story is full of hu-
man portrayals depicting the 
complexity of the U.S. immi-
gration system from the bor-
der patrol agents to the walls 
and workers of immigration 
courts.

Despite being from Arizona 
and mainly writing about the 
U.S.-Mexico border, Cantú is 
no stranger to the mountain 
state.

“West Virginia is a place I 
have really fond memories of,” 
recalled Cantú, “I attended 
college at American Univer-
sity in Washington, DC. And 
during those years West Vir-
ginia was always the place that 
I would go to escape.”

“Each time that I crossed 
the border into West Virginia, 
and began snaking along its 
winding roads, through hills 
and valleys and mountains, I 
would slowly begin to recover 
a sense of calm, and I always 
feel a sort of enduring grati-
tude to the state for that.”

Not only did Cantú fi nd ref-
uge from the bustling city in 
West Virginia, but he discov-
ered that the state connects to 
his story.

“West Virginia is well, it’s a 
place that in many ways con-

stituted one of America’s fi rst 
borderlands,” said Cantú.

West Virginia sat along a 
border line created by the 
Proclamation of 1763 after the 
establishment of the 13 colo-
nies. Cantú said this line ran 
down the Allegheny Moun-
tains and forbade settlers from 
crossing into the “dangerous 
wild lands beyond America’s 
frontier.”

Th is border caused such an 
upset amongst the colonists 
that “one of the lesser-known 
pretexts for the American Rev-
olution, in fact, was to abolish 
this border, and encourage 
settlement across the line,” 
said Cantú.

Violence in borderlands 
like West Virginia is not 
uncommon.

“This kind of violence is 
rooted not only in the politics 
of the moment, but in a deep 
history of conquest, war, ex-
pansion and Empire,” Cantú 
said.

Cantú noted that what hap-
pens at the U.S.-Mexico border 
is a bipartisan issue that only 
grows in grisly legislation from 
president to president.

“Th e U.S. detention system 
is the largest in the world, and 
one of the few that locks up 
migrants in criminal style pris-
ons. Th e mass incarceration 
of migrants that has contin-
ued under the Biden adminis-
tration cannot be blamed on 
Trump, or on Obama or even 
George W. Bush,” said Cantú.

While many people for-
get what happens at the bor-
der these struggles are often 
closer than they appear, Cantú 
explained.

“No matter how distant 
someone might live from the 
Mexican border, they need 
not look far to fi nd immigra-
tion courts, workplace raids, 
detention centers and families 
living with a daily fear of ap-
prehension. In fact, right here 
in West Virginia, Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement has 
contracts to detain migrants in 
at least seven diff erent facili-
ties,” said Cantú.

According to Cantú, the 
easiest way to get involved is 
to learn the fi rst hand stories 
of migrants.

 In his time volunteering at 
a detention facility in southern 
Arizona, detainees often asked 
“for profoundly simple forms 
of support,” said Cantú.

“What they wanted most, I 
realized now is to be heard, to 
know that their stories had reg-
istered with someone outside 
the vast, dispassionate system 
grinding away at them.”

All these stories ask is that 
people listen.

“By grieving their deaths 
by speaking their names, and 
by choosing to see them and 
hear that and doing what-
ever we can to amplify their 
voices and stories so that oth-
ers might likewise be moved to 
action,” Cantú said.

BY LARA BONATESTA
CULTURE EDITOR

When Sam Miller, direc-
tor of maintenance at West 
Virginia University attended 
a party hosted by one of the 
deans at his former facilities 
job he experienced, “One of 
those movie moments where 
you kind of zone out and 
you’re just looking around, 
you don’t really hear any-
thing going on.”

When asked what was 
wrong Miller said, “I’m not 
used to seeing everybody so 
happy.”

Miller explained that this 
is part of life working in facil-
ities and maintenance.

“Think about it. Most of 
the time when you call facili-
ties. It’s because something’s 
wrong. Right?” Miller said. 
“Your lights are out, your 
power’s out, you’re too hot, 
you’re too cold, water is leak-
ing, the toilet doesn’t work. 
It’s all bad stuff.”

But even while constantly 
dealing with the “bad stuff,” 
Miller and his team also have 
the unique ability to see be-

hind the scenes into the 
world behind the thermostat.

“The world I live in is not 
that pretty. We see every-
thing that’s under the floors, 
behind the walls, above the 
ceilings,” Miller said.

Below the downtown cam-
pus of West Virginia Uni-
versity, there are about two 
miles worth of steam tunnels 
that are used to produce ev-
erything from heating build-
ings, to providing hot water, 
to even air conditioning.

This steam is used to heat 
the PRT track, heat down-
town buildings, power 

steamers in kitchens, steril-
ize hospital equipment and 
more.

Miller said the steam is 
also used for educational 
purposes, such as in engi-
neering experiments.

West Virginia University 
contracts its steam from Mor-
gantown Energy Associates 
(MEA), which is owned by Vi-
cinity Energy.

Prior to MEA’s switch to 
natural gas in 2020, the steam 
tunnels operated on gob coal 
and were also used to power 
electricity.

But with great (steam-gen-

erated) power comes great 
responsibility.

When something goes 
wrong with one of the tun-
nels, Miller and his team 
have to decide whether it 
is urgent enough to call an 
emergency shut down or if it 
can wait until the next time 
the University is on a break.

“If there was a slight leak, 
you could let that go until a 
break and shut it down. Be-
cause you don’t want to, if 
you don’t have to, you don’t 

want to shut down the heat 
to towers because now you’re 
impacting thousands of peo-
ple negatively.”

But while balancing the 
severity of the problem with 
the potential inconvenience 
to the campus community, 
Miller also has to take into 
account waste.

“You’ve got the three R’s. 
We can’t do much with a lot 
of those. There’s not much 
reuse, you can do, there is in 
steam,” he said. “But we try 
to reduce any waste as much 
as we can.”

Miller explained that in 
his field there is often little 
that can be done to conserve 
energy while still catering to 
the high energy demands of 
modern life.

“It’s unfortunate some-
times, because I think that as 
facility people we get a bad 
rap for that kind of stuff be-
cause all the things we do use 
energy, right? So we seem 
like the bad guy, right? We’re 
the energy users. But, you 
know, it’s necessary energy, 
right, to keep everybody safe 
and warm and comfortable.”

PHOTOS COURTESY WVU FACILITIES MANAGEMENT
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Taylor Swift Review: Lessons from All Too Well
BY KATHERINE LOVELIDGE

OPINION EDITOR

10 minutes is a long time 
for a song, but Taylor Swift’s 
10 minute version of All Too 
Well wasn’t a song—it was a 
story.

More importantly, the 
song was a lesson, illustrat-
ing Taylor Swift’s unhealthy 
relationship, almost to warn 
her audience as much as to 
provide them with a relat-
able tune.

In late 2010, Taylor Swift, 
who was 20 at the time, be-
gan dating Jake Gyllenhaal, 
29 at the time.

Their relationship lasted 
around three months and 
the Red album features de-
tails about its life.

Arguably most famous, at 
least in her re-release of the 
album, is All Too Well, a song 
that shook listeners the first 
time around, but kept true 
fans up until midnight on 
November 12, 2021 to hear 
an extended version.

With the original clocking 
in at 5 minutes and 26 sec-
onds, a 10 minute and 10 sec-
ond version painted a much 
more vivid picture of what 
went wrong.

Further, this story was ac-
companied with the release 
of a short film, featuring Sa-
die Sink as Taylor and Dylan 
O’Brien as Jake.

It was in this film that the 
story was brought to life and 
the song was exposed for be-
ing far deeper than a simple 
breakup anthem.

Perhaps the most evident 
foreshadowing occurred at 
the dinner scene, in which 
Taylor was next to Jake and 
both were surrounded by 
laughing and giggling char-
acters as the words, “The 
first crack in the glass” were 
painted across the screen.

Taylor looks visibly un-
comfortable, and Jake is 
oblivious, wine glass in hand. 
When he puts the glass down, 
Taylor reaches for his hand 
looking for reassurance, and 
he drops her fingers back 
on the table, rejecting her 
request.

Seems simple. Not a big 
deal. Right?

Wrong. This comes back to 
haunt him later.

In the next scene, the lyr-
ics, “You were tossing me 
the car keys/Fuck the patri-
archy,” are recited as Jake 
becomes visibly angry, parks 
the car in the middle of a for-
ested road, and proceeds to 
toss Taylor the keys to get 
back in the car as he yells at 
whoever is on the other end 
of the his cell phone.

The contrast between the 
beauty of the setting and 
what can only be described 
as the sheer ugliness of Jake’s 
nature, create a dichotomy 

that embellishes the way that 
he used intimidation to ma-
nipulate her behaviour, al-
most disciplinarily.

Eventually, he hangs up 
the phone and gets back in 
the car, where he and Taylor 

are seen, foreheads pressed 
together, sharing a moment 
of calm, as if tensions had not 
been high just minutes prior, 
as the music comes to a halt.

At this point, in the ab-
sence of music, Jake’s be-

haviour at the dinner table is 
brought up after he accuses 
Taylor of acting “pissed off” 
while cleaning the dishes af-
ter the party. She expresses 
concerns about how he ig-
nored her the entire time, 

and did not make her feel 
comfortable.

It was in this moment that 
Jake said, “I don’t think I’m 
making you feel that way, I 
think you’re making yourself 
feel that way,” after Taylor ex-
pressed to Jake that he was 
making her feel stupid, that 
we can clearly see the igni-
tion of what some would con-
sider gaslighting.

From skipping her 21st 
birthday to using affection 
and empty apologies to si-
lence her concerns regard-
ing his behaviour towards 
her, Jake displayed countless 
red flags, which all became 
much more visible follow-
ing their breakup, in which 
Taylor quotes Jake with the 
line, “You said if we had been 
closer in age maybe it would 
have been fine.”

And yet, after recovery, 
Taylor still came out on top 
and proceeded to tell her 
story.

Elegantly crafted and el-
oquently executed, All Too 
Well’s newest identity was ev-
erything its audience needed 
from one of the most re-
spected and credible names 
in music and its public eye.

A warning, lesson and 
message of hope, just like her 
relationship with Gyllenhaal, 
it will be remembered all too 
well.

PHOTO COURTESY SPOTIFY

Taylor Swift.

Take your headphones off , turn your attention on
BY HALEY COCHRAN

CORRESPONDENT

Everyone has a pair of 
headphones that they use on 
a daily basis. They use them 
when walking to class, or 
just sitting in the Mountain-
lair watching Netflix on their 
laptop.

But we fail to recognize 
the effect that wearing head-
phones has on the commu-
nity around us.

Have you ever wanted to 
say hello to someone walking 
past you, but stopped your-
self when you realized that 
they were listening to music?

Headphones make peo-
ple seem unapproachable, 
and hurt our sense of cam-
pus community.

This is especially neces-

sary when it comes to pro-
viding a comfortable envi-
ronment for freshmen. As a 
senior, I am often stopped 
to be asked for directions or 
questions about tasks like or-
dering textbooks.

By wearing headphones, 
we no longer see our aca-
demic peers as friendly and 
helpful, so much as closed off 
and standoffish.

Lanie Sigmon, a sopho-
more here at WVU, agrees. 
She mentioned that she 
wished she could approach 
people more.

She says “When I walk 
around campus I see all these 
students with headphones 
in. I would love to approach 
them, but because they have 
headphones in, they aren’t 
very approachable.”

Sigmon also brings up an 

additional point.
She talked about another 

major impact: vehicle acci-
dents involving people lis-
tening to headphones.

If you wear headphones 
around campus, then you 
know you can’t hear a thing.

People who wear head-
phones while crossing the 
street need to be more aware 
of their surroundings.

They need to make sure 
that they are looking both 
ways before crossing the 
street, instead of at their 
phone, trying to find the per-
fect song.

We all know how cars will 
push the gas pedal to the 
floor to get across University 
Ave. outside of the Moun-
tainlair by scaring the pedes-
trians into hesitation.

It’s easy to become obliv-

ious to this threat when en-
gaged in a good song.

An article from Live-
science found that the death 
and injury rates have tripled 

in the last six years, whereby 
those involved were pedes-
trians wearing headphones.

Headphones provide ex-
cellent benefits to users and 

those around them, but they 
have a time and a place.

We need to be more cog-
nizant of when and where we 
choose to use them.

PHOTO BY RYLAN NEMESH

Whether in-person classes are going on or not, students are often walking around the Mountainlair Green.
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Meet King Tut! King Tut is a Beta Fish and a good little boy. He loves to swim in circles and eat bloodworms. For tricks, King 
Tut will puff  up really big if you put a mirror in front of him.

Complete the grid so 
each row, column and 
3x3 box (in bold bor-
ders) contains every 
digit, 1 to 9.

Sudoku puzzle brought to 
you by Jim Bumgardner at 
krazydad.com

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD

Across
1 Foot wear
5 Continent
9 Cut of beef
14 Pound
15 Protocol
16 Solitudinarian
17 Liberal
18 Aroma
19 Terra __ (type of clay)
20 Conger
21 Race on skis
23 Stir
24 Runny
26 Abdominal muscles (abbr.)
28 Swipe
29 Make a duplicate
31 Ghost’s greeting
34 Nitro ___
37 Water retention
39 Clang
40 And so forth
41 Stink
42 __ Lee (pie brand name)
44 Shuck (2 wds.)
47 Gall
48 Russia
50 Both
51 Heat unit
52 Chilli brand

56 Reduce (abbr.)
59 Very old age
63 Vane direction
64 Islam’s head
66 Molecule
67 Bread
68 Brutal
69 Decant
70 Gets older
71 Looped cloth
72 Scrape
73 Stimulate

DOWN
1 Cut with a saw
2 Orange yellow
3 Texas stew
4 Container
5 Eucharist
6 Carbonated drink
7 False god graven image
8 Air (prefi x)
9 Tender loving care
10 Footwear
11 Upon
12 Fish catchers
13 Long time periods
21 __ and span (very clean)
22 Chart of area or terrain
25 Animal kingdom division

27 Sayonara
29 Quoter
30 One time
31 Bar drink
32 Bode
33 Sturdy tree
34 Hiking equipment
35 Spree
36 Representatives
38 Amusing
39 Pounds per square inch
43 Small house
45 Portable gas light
46 Mud
49 Light in the sky
51 Th orny plant
53 “Gone With the Wind”
 actress
54 Sugar-free brand
55 Bread leavening
56 Account (abbr.)
57 Nude
58 Make unclear
60 Pixies
61 Cranny
62 Decorative needle case
65 Soar
67 Animal foot

For answers, visit thedaonline.com
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Leddie Brown, rushing off ense prove 
to be game-changer for WVU football

BY CHARLES MONTGOMERY
SPORTS EDITOR

By the skin of its teeth, the 
West Virginia football team 
turned its season around af-
ter the bye week, going 4-2 to 
fi nish the year with six wins 
and bowl eligibility.

Here’s how the team did it.
West Virginia entered its 

bye week after being domi-
nated by the Baylor Bears, 45-
20. At 2-4, things looked bleak 
for the Mountaineers with a 
diffi  cult fi nal six games star-
ing them in the face.

Th en, something changed 
when WVU hit the road 
against TCU. What was one 
of the biggest liability to the 
team halfway through the 
season became the sudden 
strength.

Th e West Virginia off ense.
In its six losses, West Vir-

ginia averaged 62 rushing 
yards per game. In its six vic-
tories, WVU averaged 190 
rushing yards per game.

The Mountaineers never 
lost a game when they rushed 
for at least 100 yards. Th at is 
not a theory, that is a fact.

Even after WVU won back-
to-back games to start the 
second half of the season, it 
still had its issues. Th e sea-
son looked dark after a 34-17 
loss to Kansas State that had 
head coach Neal Brown lay-
ing things out very plainly 
with no margin for error.

“Nobody is going to feel 
sorry for us,” Neal Brown 
said after a loss to Kan-
sas State. “Th ey give out 12-
game schedules. I don’t feel 
sorry for us. Th ey give you 12 
games; we have a home game 
next week and we have to get 
our ass ready to play.”

“It doesn’t matter how 
many people we have hurt,” 
Neal Brown added. “Texas 
comes to play and we better 
get ourselves ready to play… 
Th at’s what I told them [the 
team] after the game, ‘No-
body is feeling sorry for you.’ 
Th e bottom line is as coaches 

and as players, we didn’t get 
the job done.”

Neal Brown continuously 
mentioned down the stretch 
of the regular season that it 
wasn’t too late to start play-
ing quality football. In the fi -
nal two games against Texas 
and Kansas, the Mountain-

eers played quality football.
Against Kansas, there were 

some self-imposed mis-
takes, but West Virginia over-
came them to secure a cru-
cial victory.

Not only did the rushing of-
fense look revitalized in the 
fi nal weeks, but quarterback 
Jarret Doege seemed to have 
turned a corner. Doege wasn’t 
electrifying, but on many oc-
casions, he looked like a new 
quarterback.

Statistically, Doege’s best 
performance was against 
Texas, going 27-of-43 (63%) 
for 290 yards and three 
touchdowns.

Doege looked better, but 
the key to West Virginia’s sec-
ond half success this season 
was Leddie Brown and the 
rushing attack. Without Led-
die Brown, the Mountain-
eers would’ve severely lacked 
in the backfi eld and things 
would’ve ended diff erently.

However, West Virginia 
does have Leddie Brown 
— who fi nished with 1,000 
rushing yards for the sec-
ond-straight season on Satur-
day — and is going to a bowl 
game.

Johnson and Curry fi lling their roles for WVU hoops
BY CHARLES MONTGOMERY

SPORTS EDITOR

For West Virginia, the point 
guard position has mainly 
been run by two players this 
season.

Guards Kedrian Johnson 
and Malik Curry have seen the 
majority of the playing time 
while Johnson has been start-
ing in all seven games.

Johnson’s role since he 
joined the WVU program has 
been focused on his defensive 
play. Off ensively, Johnson only 
averages 4.9 points per game 
while earning nearly 18 min-
utes per contest this year.

To get off ensive production 
from the point guard position, 
head coach Bob Huggins has 
looked to Curry. Th is season, 
Curry is the fourth-leading 
scorer on the team with eight 
points per game.

In the last three games, 
Curry has scored nine, 16 and 
nine points, respectively.

Th e off ense has mainly run 
through Taz Sherman, but 
Huggins said that the team has 
relied on him too much so far 

this season to score points.
“I think we’re getting a lit-

tle better defensively,” Hug-
gins said following a win over 
Bellarmine. “Offensively, 
we probably rely on Taz too 
much. I’m all for him getting 
25-30 [points] a game, but we 
need some other guys to step 
up and score it a little bit for 
us as well. I think we’re start-
ing to get that, but we’ve got to 
continue to get better at that.”

While Curry has gotten 
into a rhythm off ensively and 
Johnson continues to contrib-
ute on defense, Huggins has 
clearly defi ned their roles on 
the team.

“With Taz and Sean [Mc-
Neil], we have to get them 
open more and do a better job 
of getting them open,” Hug-
gins said. “We have to deliver 
the ball better and more timely 
than what we have been doing. 
Th at is those two guys (Kedrian 
Johnson and Malik Curry) 
jobs. When Malik comes in, 
we expect him to score, and 
when Kedrian comes in, we 
rely on him to put pressure on 
the ball.”

“It’s not that Kedrian can’t 
score or that Malik can’t de-

fend, they both can do both 
things,” Huggins added. 
“When Malik is sitting there 
while Kedrian is in the game, 
he’s thinking ‘how can I create 
off ensively, create for myself 
and create for my teammates’. 

When Kedrian is sitting there 
looking at ‘how can I aff ect the 
game off ensively’. Both of them 
are seemingly very happy with 
their roles.”

Despite the off ensive suc-
cess West Virginia is getting 

with Curry recently, Huggins 
hasn’t said that changes will 
be made to the starting lineup.

Huggins said that the team 
relies too much on Sherman 
for off ense, recently in games, 
it looks Curry might become 

one of the main off ensive con-
tributors off  the bench for the 
Mountaineers. With Curry 
adding points off  the bench, 
it may take the pressure off  of 
Sherman and McNeil to propel 
the off ense.

PHOTO BY GUS SCHLOMER

West Virginia guard Kedrian Johnson (0) dribbles the ball up the court against Bellarmine at the WVU Coliseum in Morgantown, W.Va., on Nov. 30, 2021.

PHOTO BY DUNCAN SLADE

West Virginia running back Leddie Brown scores a touchdown during the fi rst half of the game between the West Virginia Mountaineers and the Maryland Terrapins at Cap-
ital One Field at Maryland Stadium in College Park, MD on Sept. 4, 2021.
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Visit: universityapartments.wvu.edu
or call 304-293-5840 to learn more, 
and follow us for the latest details!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

  WVU University  Apartments

  @WVUApartments 

  universityapartmentswvu

WVU is an EEO/Affirmative Action Employer – minority/female/disability/veteran.

HOME IS 
WHERE 
THE     IS.

No matter where you go,

Huggins says WVU 
relies too much on 
Sherman for off ense

BY CHARLES MONTGOMERY
SPORTS EDITOR

West Virginia earned its 
third-straight victory with a 
dominant 74-55 win over the 
Bellarmine Knights on Tues-
day in Morgantown.

West Virginia (6-1) only led 
by seven at halftime, but ex-
tended its lead to double dig-
its in the second half to secure 
the win. Head coach Bob Hug-
gins credited the team’s pass-
ing for the second half success.

“I thought our ball move-
ment got better in the second 
half,” Huggins said. “We were 
trying to dribble it too much. 
When they’re [Bellarmine] 
playing pack line [defense], 
which we’re going to end up 
playing against, you need to 
learn to pass the ball. I thought 
our passing, or at least our at-
tempts to pass it, got better as 
the game went along.”

Late in the game, Huggins 
deployed players that hav-
en’t seen the court very often 
this season. Freshman guard 
Seth Wilson and forwards 
Seny Ndiaye and Taj Th weatt 
earned minutes at the end of 

the game, but Huggins wasn’t 
very pleased with what he saw.

“Honestly I didn’t see much 
value in it at all,” Huggins said 
about playing younger play-
ers late in the game. “I think 
they have to understand that 
in this program you earn play-
ing time, you earn positions. 
You’re not handed them.”

“We had some guys that I 
thought were really getting 
better in practice and then 
their performance, to say dis-
appointing was not strong 
enough,” Huggins added. “You 
get an opportunity; you want 
to make the most of your op-
portunity and we certainly 
didn’t do that.”

West Virginia has gradu-
ally improved throughout its 
first seven games. Huggins 
has seen improvement on de-
fense, but believes the off ense 
relies too heavily on guard Taz 
Sherman for points.

Once again, Sherman was 
the leading scorer with 18 
points. Sean McNeil was the 
only other Mountaineer to 
score in double digits with 14.

“I think we’re getting a little 
better defensively,” Huggins 
said. “Off ensively, we probably 

rely on Taz too much. I’m all 
for him getting 25-30 [points] a 
game, but we need some other 
guys to step up and score it a 
little bit for us as well. I think 
we’re starting to get that, but 
we’ve got to continue to get 
better at that.”

One player that has yet to 
step up this season has been 
forward Isaiah Cottrell. Cot-
trell is in his second season 
with West Virginia, but last 
year, his season was cut short 
due to an Achilles injury.

So far this season, Cottrell 
has started all seven games 
and is averaging 5.1 points and 
2.9 rebounds per game. Hug-
gins said that Cottrell is still 
getting used to the pace of the 
game and that is why he has 
struggled early on.

“Quite frankly, he hasn’t 
rebounded the ball,” Huggins 
said. “He’s used to just being 
able to stand there and reach 
over top of people or rebound 
the ball without being sound 
fundamentally and keeping 
people on his back.”

Next up, West Virginia hosts 
Radford on Saturday at the 
WVU Coliseum.

Sunahara finds first NCAA Tournament 
berth to be ‘rewarding’ for WVU volleyball

BY ZACH ANDERSON
SPORTS WRITER

Th e West Virginia volleyball 
team is prepped to make its 
NCAA Tournament debut Fri-
day, facing the Illinois Fight-
ing Illini at 5 p.m. in Lexing-
ton, Kentucky.  

Head coach Reed Sunahara 
and his team were ecstatic fol-
lowing the announcement on 
Sunday, with this tournament 
berth feeling like a reward 
to him and his players’ hard 
work.

“It’s unbelievable and it’s a 
great feeling; it’s a great feel-
ing to represent this unbe-
lievable university,” Suna-
hara said. “All the hard work 
and the trust, and all that stuff  
paid off , so it’s rewarding for 
them, for me and for this ath-
letic department.”

The Mountaineers (19-9, 
8-8 Big 12) have found their 
stride late in the season, and 
Sunahara thinks his success 
recruiting high school athletes 

and valuable transfer athletes 
has all played a part in this 
success.

“Anytime you can win it’s 
going to help with recruiting, 
and once they get on campus, 

they look at this university and 
see there’s a lot to off er,” Suna-
hara said. “Playing in the Big 
12 has a lot of things these kids 
are looking for. Th ere’s a good 
combination of things that we 

can sell to bring kids to West 
Virginia.”

Both West Virginia and Illi-
nois will come into this match 
without a top-16 seed designa-
tion, but neither team should 

be overlooked on the court.
West Virginia has been 

stellar off ensively this season, 
with right side hitter Adrian Ell 
leading the team with 335 kills 
as well as adding on 263 digs 
and 83 blocks defensively.

Fourth-year setter Lacey 
Zerwas has been one of the 
Big 12’s best passers, with over 
1,000 assists at 1,011, ranking 
her second in the Big 12. Zer-
was also comes up second on 
the team in digs with 265.

Defensively, West Vir-
ginia thrives off  of blocking 
hits with middle blocker Bri-
ana Lynch blocking 95 hits 
this year, along with middle 
blocker Emmy Ogogor amass-
ing 54 blocks. Defensive spe-
cialist Alexa Hasting also has a 
big role, leading the team with 
384 digs.

Illinois (20-11, 12-8 Big 10) 
also thrives off  its off ense, with 
many of its matches going to 
four and fi ve sets this season.

Th e leading-scorer for the 
Fighting Illini is outside hitter 
Raina Terry with 391 kills and 

54 service aces.
Setter Diana Brown leads 

the team in assists with 1186, 
ranking her fi fth in the Big 10.

Th e defense will be a focal 
point for the Mountaineers to 
attack, with defensive special-
ist Taylor Kuper leading the 
back line with 518 digs, along 
with middle blockers Ken-
nedy Collins and Kyla Swan-
son with 118 and 93 blocks, 
respectively. 

Since West Virginia will 
be competing in its fi rst ev-
er-match against Illinois and 
in its fi rst tournament appear-
ance, Sunahara was quick to 
reassure his players and shift 
their focus back to what’s im-
portant, the competition.

“It’s no diff erent than play-
ing a match in the Big 12, it’s 
still a competition,” Sunahara 
said. “I’m sure they [WVU 
players] are going to walk into 
the arena at UK and have big 
eyes, but when the whistle 
blows let’s focus on how to win 
the next point.”

PHOTO BY MALIA RICHARDSON

Members of the West Virginia volleyball team celebrate scoring a point against Penn State at the WVU Coliseum in Morgantown, 
W.Va., on Sept. 17, 2021.
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304-285-7200  @WVUSHS
WVUMedicine.org/StudentHealth

Mon – Fri: 7:45 am – 8 pm / Sat: 9:45 am – 4:00 pm
Walk-in, no appointments needed. 

ALWAYS bring valid ID and insurance card.

GET TO KNOW YOUR 
HEALTHCARE PROVIDER

STUDENT HEALTH

SARA FARJO, DO

your own can be intimidating. My goal is to provide 

navigate the healthcare system.

Stratford’s past is leading WVU forward
BY WESLEY SHOEMAKER

SPORTS WRITER

As the No. 11 seed West 
Virginia men’s soccer team 
readies for the Elite Eight on 
Saturday, the one thing that 
has shaped their head coach 
is time. 

When West Virginia de-
feated No. 6 seed Tulsa 1-0 
in double overtime on Satur-
day, they made history. For 
the first time since 2007, the 
Mountaineers were playing 
in a Sweet Sixteen, and with 
the victory, it was the first 
time since 1981 the Moun-
taineers had advanced to the 
NCAA Quarterfinals. 

West Virginia head men’s 
soccer coach Dan Stratford, 
the former Mountaineer, is 
using his past experience to 
prepare West Virginia for its 
biggest test yet. 

On Saturday, West Virginia 
will try to make even more 
history and become the first 
WVU team to ever make the 
College Cup and advance to 
the national semifinals. 

Stratford played in 2007 
when West Virginia was vying 
for the kind of program-de-
fining win that the team is 

looking for this weekend. 
“I think I probably hav-

en’t allowed it to settle in or 
sink in terms of what we’ve 

achieved up to this point 
because we don’t feel like 
we’re done,” Stratford said. 
“We still feel like there’s so 
much more to do. What an 
incredible opportunity ahead 
on Saturday against George-
town to make an even greater 
inroads into those history 
books and be the first team 
to make a final four.”

Stratford said he and his 
fellow coaches are proud of 
where this team is going and 
their goal is to show the pas-
sion they had when they were 
in school. 

“If you show the passion 
and what it means to us, it 
[can] hopefully reflect in the 
players as well,” Stratford 
said of his coaching staff ’s 
role. 

Stratford added the fact 
that he and his assistants 
played at West Virginia and 
how it makes it mean even 
more to them than other 
coaching staffs. 

“It means something more 
because we all played here 
as well,” Stratford said. “With 
me, Nick (Noble), and Andy 
(Wright) on the staff, know-
ing that we’ve played in a 
Sweet Sixteen ourselves, 
knowing that we fell short at 
that moment, knowing that 
we feel like we didn’t do our-
selves justice as a team.”

Falling short is the ex-

act opposite of what Strat-
ford has done since coming 
back to West Virginia. In 2020 
when Stratford was hired, his 
goal was to simply remake 
West Virginia soccer into the 
brand he helped create as a 
player.  

Flash forward to now, 
Stratford has built his vision 
and has them on the cusp 
of being one of the top-four 
teams in the country. Strat-
ford said he does not want to 
give himself too much credit, 
as he believes his players and 
staff have fully bought in. 

“I have such intimate de-
tails of the program and the 
way it was operated previ-
ously, the potential of this 
program, and I’ve said it from 
day one,” Stratford said. “This 
could be a top-10 team and 
it needs to stay there and for 
me, that’s my perception of 

not success, but where this 
program should be as a bare 
minimum.”

With Stratford facing down 
the No. 3 seed Georgetown 
Hoyas, his focus for the pro-
gram moving forward will 
not be defined by the result 
on Saturday, but by how his 
team continues to grow and 
create the culture he wants 
to create. 

“While [success] may have 
come a little bit quicker than 
we expected, that’s a com-
pliment to the staff buying 
into the progress this pro-
gram was looking to make 
and to the players,” Stratford 
said. “You know, we’ve really 
made sure that when we’ve 
gone through that recruiting 
process, that from a cultural 
perspective, they’re the right 
fit, the right type of players.”

PHOTO BY MALIA RICHARDSON

West Virginia’s Luke McCormick heads to the sideline against Ohio State in Morgantown, W.Va., on Sept. 10, 2021.

“I think I probably haven’t al-
lowed it to settle in or sink in 
terms of what we’ve achieved up 
to this point because we don’t 
feel like we’re done. We still feel 
like there’s so much more to do.” 

-Dan Stratford, WVU head 
men’s soccer coach
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Byron Stripling
CONDUCTOR

Share Pittsburgh’s favorite holiday musical tradition with family, 
and thrill to the spectacle of the season. It’s a sparkling celebration 

of carols, classics, sing-alongs and more! 
And yes, Virginia, there will be a Santa Claus!

Byron Stripling, conductor, trumpet, and vocalist • Vanessa Campagna, vocalist
Christopher Sanders, special guest • Bobby Floyd, piano/organ

Jeffrey Grubbs, jazz bass • Jim Rupp, drums

na, vocalist
an

USE PROMO CODE PSOATHENAEUM TO UNLOCK YOUR DISCOUNT 
AT WWW.PITTSBURGHSYMPHONY.ORG

TWO WEEKENDS! DEC. 10-12 & 17-19

S P E C I A L  T I C K E T  O F F E R  F O R  D A I L Y  A T H E N A E U M  R E A D E R S !

HOLIDAY SPONSOR

Classifi eds

304-293-4141
da-classifi eds@mail.wvu.edu

284 Prospect St., Morgantown, WV
Monday-Friday 8:45 am - 4:45 pm

Deadlines
Noon on Wednesday for Thursday paper

Noon on Friday for Monday paper
All liner ads are included on thedaonline.com!

SELL • BUY • RENT • JOBS                     GET RESULTS!
Classifi ed liner ads
(20 words or fewer)

1 edition $9
2 editions $16
3 editions $21

4+ editions $6 per day

Additional charges per day
Boxed ad $3; All letters bold $3;

More than 20 words $.20 per word

Classifi ed display rates per day
1x2 $35
1x3 $53
1x4 $70
1x5 $85

  1x6 $105

ADS
MUST BE
PREPAID

SMITH
RENTALS, LLC
304-676-0930

•  Houses
• 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments

$500 - $900 per month

Check out:
www.smithrentalsllc.com ◊ 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 BRs  Available

◊ Furnished/Unfurnished Options
◊ Washer/Dryer Options
◊ Pet Friendly 
◊ FREE PARKING!
◊ 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance

RATES START AT
$340 PER PERSON

Now Leasing
Downtown & Evansdale

Call Today
304-598-3300

aerostar@czsproperties.com

Monday – Friday 8AM – 5PM

�� ��

Aerostar
Apartments

�

CALL TODAY!
Our convenient locations put you 

exactly where you want to be...

Now Renting
Eff. 1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms
One Bedroom as low

 as $460
Two Bedrooms as low
 as $385 per person

Three Bedrooms 
as low as $360 per person

• Pets Welcome
• 24 Hour Emergency
 Maintenance
• Next to Football
 Stadium & Hospital
• State of the Art Fitness
 Center
• Mountain Line Bus
 Every 15 Minutes

Offi ce Hours
Monday – Friday 8AM – 5PM

*Appointments Available*

304-599-7474

Morgantown’s Most
Luxurious Living 

Community

www.chateauroyale
apartments.com

NOW RENTING 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 BR Apart-
ments on Prospect and Spruce for 
2022-2023. Contact Nick: 304-292-
1792

UNFURNISHED
APARTMENTS

PROFESSIONAL MASSEUSE WANT-
ED Call (724) 223-0939 anytime.

PERSONALS

LPN($22/HR + BENEFITS) $5,000 
sign on bonus for those eligible.
to care for pleasant disabled person 
in his home in Morgantown. 3-12-
hour shifts/week. Text resume or call: 
304-685-4736.

CAREGIVER $2,000 sign on bonus, 
$13/hr. full/part-time, for pleasant 
disabled young person, 7p.m.–
midnight/7p.m. - 7a.m., to provide 
adult daily living skills. Position will 
provide excellent experience for so-
cial science/medical fi eld student. 
Call or text resume to 304-685-4736.

HELP WANTED

Fourth Street 3 & 5 BR furnished 
houses $495-$530 per person plus 
utilities. W/D, Parking, Lease & De-
posit. No pets. Available May 16. 
Text/call 412-980-0865.

FURNISHED
HOUSES

METRO PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

LARGEST & FINEST SELECTION 
OF APARTMENTS AND 

TOWNHOMES!
1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM

FURNISHED & UNFURNISHED
 STUDENT                  NON-STUDENT
304-413-0900                   304-598-9001

www.liveatmetro.com
&

NOW LEASING
For full list of apartments 

available contact us at

304-296-3606
Text: 681-214-1460

info@benttreecourt.com

FURNISHED
APARTMENTS

FURNISHED
APARTMENTS

UNFURNISHED
APARTMENTS

UNFURNISHED
APARTMENTS

Here’s your chance to 
join WVU’s independent 

student newspaper. 
We’re looking for 

media consultants, 
photographers and 

reporters.
Scan to apply

Now Hiring!

December 9 is the last DA for 2021
call today 304-293-4141 to place 
your ad before break.

CALL 304-293-4141
TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED TODAY!
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WVU STUDENT MEDIA

For over 134 years, the DA has been the
independent student newspaper of WVU. 
Our newspaper, printed every Thursday 
during the Fall semester and Wednesday 
and Friday during the Spring semester, has 
a circulation of 12,700, placed across WVU’s 
Morgantown campus and inserted in the 
Dominion Post to all of Monongalia and 
Preston counties. Our website also serves as 
a vital news source in and around WVU.

U92 the Moose, WWVU 91.7FM, is the 
pioneer college radio station of WVU. Since 
1982, U92 has been rocking the airwaves 
with new and alternative music, specialty 
music shows, news, play-by-play sports, 
and sports talk. We also produce podcasts 
and other audio content, as well as off er 
DJ services, recording, and more. Our 
terrestrial radio station can be also heard 
online via our website, TuneIn, and Alexa 
device. 

@u92_fm     @U92FM               @U92_FM            U92 The Moose

@dailyathenaeum          @dailyathenaeum   @DailyAthenaeum

THE DAILY ATHENAEUM

U92 THE MOOSE

OUR LOCATION
284 Prospect Street
Morgantown, WV 
26506
304-293-4141
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