
By KYLE GOODENOUGH
President of Le Roy Youth Football & 
Cheer

The energy is building, 
the pads are popping, and 
the cheers are growing 
louder — the 2025 season 
of Leroy Youth Football & 
Cheer is officially under-
way!

After a highly success-
ful 2024 season, our pro-
gram is stronger than ever. 
This year, we’re proud to 
announce the return of 
Flag Football, giving our 
youngest athletes the op-
portunity to experience the 
excitement of the game in 
a fun, fast-paced, and safe 
setting. It’s been a few sea-
sons since we’ve had flag, 
and we couldn’t be more 
excited to watch these fu-
ture stars fall in love with 
football for the first time.

Across all age levels, our 
boys and girls have already 
been putting in the work, 
braving the hot July sun 
with dedication and heart. 
Conditioning, drills, and 
team-building are all in full 
swing as our athletes and 
coaches prepare for what 
promises to be another 
incredible year of growth, 
competition, and commu-
nity.

Last year set a high bar. 
Three out of our four cheer 
squads dominated the 
competition and walked 
away as champions at 
CheerZone, showcasing 
not just spirit and talent, 
but hours of hard work 
behind the scenes. On the 
football side, two out of 
our three teams earned the 

ultimate prize — champi-
onship trophies that now 
serve as motivation to go 
even further this season. 
With returning talent and 
new faces eager to make an 
impact, the drive to reach 
even greater heights is al-
ready fueling practices.

The 2025 season opener 
couldn’t be more exciting 
— a rematch of last year’s 
championship game. It’s 
a chance to set the tone 
early, and we know our 
athletes will be ready. But 
that’s just the beginning. 
Week 7 brings one of the 
most anticipated games 
on the schedule — our 
rivalry matchup against 
Batavia, and this year, it’s 
on our turf. The rivalry al-
ways brings out the best in 
both programs, and we’re 
expecting a packed house 
filled with community 
pride.

From the sideline chants 
to the end zone dances, 
from first downs to full-
team touchdowns, Leroy 
Youth Football & Cheer is 
about more than just the 
game. It’s about family, 
teamwork, growth, and 
building a culture that lasts 
far beyond the final whis-
tle.

We invite all families, 
friends, and community 
members to come out and 
support these young ath-
letes and cheerleaders as 
they represent Leroy with 
pride, passion, and pur-
pose. 

Here’s to another unfor-
gettable season 

—Go Knights!
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Advancing Onward
Muckdogs Win West Division Final, 
moving to PGCBL Championship
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Memorial Ride
Le Roy PD participates in 1st 
Annual Sgt. Sanfratello Ride
Page A2

Le Roy Youth 
Football & 

Cheer Ready 
to Kick O�  the 

2025 Season

PHOTO BY DANIELLE WOJTASZCZYK
Last year’s Le Roy Youth Mini Knights football team.

Residential & Commercial
Lawn Maintenance • Custom Landscapes • Walkways

Retaining Walls • Patios • Ponds
Authorized Unilock & Versalock Contractor

24 Hour Snowplowing • Shoveling • Salting
John Morrill - Owner

(585) 768-6578
www.bubbaslandscape.net

81 Lake Street LeRoy, NY 14482
info@bubbaslandscape.net

We’ve Been Creating Beautiful 
Landscapes Since 1994

Fully Insured

PHOTO BY DANIELLE WOJTASZCZYK
Last year’s Le Roy Youth JV Knights football team 
which took � rst place.

Have a news item you’d like to see featured in the LWG? 
Email it to szerillo@batavianews.com!
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By SCOTT DESMIT
For The Daily News

Charges have now been 
filed against a man who 
twice this year fled po-
lice, including taking off 
at speeds of more than 100 

mph in a stolen car last 
week.

Aaron L. Heale, 44, was 
taken into custody Friday 
on outstanding warrants 
and committed to Genesee 
County Jail.

Le Roy Chief Greg Kellogg 
said Tuesday that charges 
have now were filed for the 
latest chase June 14 in Le 
Roy.

Officer Terrez Smith was 
on patrol at the 490 Park-
And-Ride when his auto-
matic license plate read-
er alerted to a stolen car 
parked in the lot. A man was 
slumped over the wheel.

Smith woke the driver 

and asked him to get out and 
he refused, instead pulling 
away and reaching speeds 
of more than 100 mph.

Smith had a body-worn 
camera activated and police 
soon were able to identify 
Heale and the chase was ter-
minated.

“With that clear ID and 
solid evidence already on 
video, we safely terminated 
the pursuit — there was no 

need to keep chasing and 
put the public at risk when 
we knew we’d get him any-
way,” the department’s 
Facebook page said. “What 
a dumb move on his part to 
run when he was already 
caught on camera.”

That and Heale was very 
familiar to Le Roy officers.

In January, Sgt. Jordan 
Wolcott attempted to stop 
a car and the driver took off 
before crashing into a utility 
pole on Munson Street.

The driver was Heale, 
who was held at gunpoint 
until more officers arrived.

Kellogg said Heale had 
faced numerous charges 
from that chase, including 
drug possession and failure 

to appear in court.
He was issued appear-

ance tickets and released 
and again failed to appear in 
court.

Now he is in jail with 14 
charges lodged against him, 
including felony criminal 
possession of a stolen car, 
felony aggravated unli-
censed operation, reckless 
endangerment, unlawful 
fleeing and obstruction.

Heale has a long criminal 
history, including serving 
a six-year term for robbing 
a Rite Aid in Wellsville in 
2010.

The July 14 chase was one 
of four similar chases Le Roy 
officers had to endure this 
month.

Charges Filed in Le Roy Chase
Police Say Heale Sped Off  

After Being Awakened at Park and Ride

Heale

By GREG KELLOGG
Chief of Police for
The Le Roy Police Department

On Saturday, the Le Roy 
PD rode for GS09 — Sgt. 
Thomas A. Sanfratello.

The Le Roy Police De-
partment was proud to 
take part in the 1st Annual 
Sgt. Sanfratello Memorial 
Ride in honor of a man who 
meant a lot to many of us — 
not just as a fellow officer, 
but as a friend.

Tom was the kind of guy 
who left an impact. Seeing 
the turnout on Saturday — 
the bikes, patrol cars, emer-
gency vehicles — was a re-
minder of just how far that 
impact reached. What re-
ally stood out was the com-
munity. People on porch-
es waving flags, local fire 
departments out front in 
uniform, and support from 
agencies all over the region. 
It was something special.

As we rode past Darien 
Lake, a place where many 
of us worked details to-
gether for concerts over 
the years, it brought back a 
lot of memories. Riding by 
felt like a quiet nod to those 
times — the shared shifts, 
the camaraderie, and Tom’s 
ever-steady presence…. 
and the laughs.

We’re grateful to the or-
ganizers and everyone who 
made today happen. Events 
like this keep his memory 
alive — and GS09 won’t be 
forgotten.

Le Roy Police Department Participates  
in 1st Annual Sgt. Sanfratello Memorial Ride

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE LE ROY PD
Le Roy patrol vehicles lined up to participate in the 1st Annual Sgt. Sanfratello Memorial Ride.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE LE ROY PD
Bikers came from far and wide to participate in the ride on Saturday.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE LE ROY PD
Le Roy police officers come together for a group photo before the event kicks off.
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37 Myrtle St. - LeRoy, NY 14482
www.derrickmonumentcompany.com

(585) 768-8470

Large Display of Granite Memorials,
Cemetery Lettering and Much More

Derrick Monument Company Inc.
Celebrating 110 Years and 3 Generations

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend regular-
ly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist Church 

a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am and our 
Sunday worship service typically includes singing a mix 

of both traditional and contemporary songs and hymns, a 
children’s message, and a sermon from the Word of God. 

  
First Baptist Church of Le Roy

5 E. Main St., Le Roy
(585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am.

We have a Wednesday Night Bible Study at 5:30pm 
  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
All are welcome to attend our weekly service each Sunday 

at 10:00am, ministered by Rev. David Pepper.
The Thrift Shop is now open on Tuesdays 10:00am - Noon, 

and 4:00 - 5:30pm, and Saturdays 10:00am - Noon. 
Donations may be brought to the church on Monday, 

Wednesday, or Thursday from 9:00am - Noon.
 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy

(585) 768-8980
office@Le Royumcny.org

www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 

Living Waters Church
30 Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy
(585) 768-6543

ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org
Mass Times @ OLM:

Saturday Vigil 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm

Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.
Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
Weekday: 7:30am Thursday

Mass times may change in the near future.
YouTube Livestream:

youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams
 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
1 E. Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

Honor the cherished memory of a 
loved one with a personal tribute.

Local News & Community • In Print & Online
585-250-0555 | www.thedailynewsonline.com/leroyweekendgazette

Place an obituary in The Le Roy Weekend Gazette starting at $75 for 5”. Each 
additional inch in depth will cost $15. Adding a standard size photo will cost 
$15. If you would like to run the obituary in either The Daily News or Livings-
ton County News in addition to The LWG, the obituary can be repeated at 50% 
of the original cost.

Newspapers offer a historical account of the communities they serve and we 
do not want to exclude anyone from our obituary page due to inability to pay. 
Therefore, a one-inch death notice that only lists the name, age, town, date of 
death and occupation of the deceased will be free of charge. The funeral home 
needs to note in their email that the obituary will be free. As such, the name of 
the Funeral Home will not be published in the free obituary.

The LWG allows Funeral Homes to publish a “partial” obituary. There is no charge 
for a partial as long as a complete obituary is forthcoming. If for any reason a full  
obituary is not published, The LWG will charge the minimum $75 obituary fee.

Call us for more information on deadlines and placement details.

By JAMES BONACQUISTI

The first meeting of this 
new Rotary Year was called 
to order by President Jim El-
lison. We spent time brain-
storming how we can best 
help our community this 
coming year and build our 
membership as we “Unite 
for Good”. We have big plans 
and hope you will join us.

Our Hot Dog stand was up 
and running at the festival, 
with Larry Boylan manning 
the grill for the 35th year. To 
date, Larry has witnessed 
350 sacrificial hot dogs fall-
ing to the ground, never to 
see the inside of a bun. It’s 
worth noting he tirelessly 
manned the grill this year for 
a total of four hours. Thank 
you, Larry, for your dedica-
tion to the Rotary Club of Le 
Roy.

Without the following 
Friends of Rotary members, 
the stand would not have 
been able to function: Jeff 
Halladay, Erin and Jason 
Dhaveloose, Ieon Koukides, 
Steve and Kebby Mayer, 
Quentin Fitch, Mary Murray, 
Pete Greene, John Mange-
frida, Drew Strollo, Jackson 
Fix, Chad and Trent Kessler, 
Ryan McClure, Ed McDon-
ald, Bruce Schofield, and 
Bob Jackson. We also had 
Le Roy students helping: Si-
mon Greene, Laney Christ, 
Colton Halladay, Connor 
Elmore, and Brady McClure. 
Thank you all very much! The 
funds raised will be used to 
provide assistance to worthy 

causes in our community!
The burgers were a hit 

again this year, selling out 
on Sunday prior to closing. 
And with the help of Rota-
ry member Bob Bennett, 
the hot dogs also sold out. 
Bob graciously purchased 
10 packages of Zweigles 
as he does most years. Ap-
parently, Bob stores them 
away for the Buffalo Bills 
Super Bowl victory party. 
Unfortunately, he had to 
purchase a new freezer to 
hold 35 years’ worth of hot 
dogs!

Rotary is the world’s 
oldest and most import-
ant service organization 
with over 1,200,000 mem-
bers in more than 30,000 
clubs spread throughout 
160 countries, working 
to eradicate polio from 
the Earth. Locally, we are 
a group of like-minded 
people who are passion-
ate about giving back to Le 
Roy. Annually, we award 
over $32,000 in scholar-
ships to Le Roy students, 
fund youth sports and 
bicycle safety, support 
the Backpack program to 
feed hungry children lo-
cally, and fund neonatal 
treatment to prevent the 
spread of HIV/AIDS in Af-
rica.

We meet on the third 
Wednesday of each month 
at Settler’s Select Restau-
rant, 37 Main St, Le Roy. 
Feel free to join us from 
7:30 am – 8:00 am.

By Staff and Wire Reports

A public health alert has 
been issued by the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s 
Food Safety and Inspection 
Service for ham products 
that may be contaminated 
with listeria monocyto-
genes.

The ham salad products 
contain FDA-regulated 
breadcrumb products that 
have been recalled by New-
ly Wed Foods due to con-
cerns they may be contam-
inated with listeria.

FSIS is issuing the public 
health alert to ensure that 
consumers are aware that 
these products shouldn’t 
be consumed.

The products subject to 
the public health alert are 
12-ounce printed plastic 
tubs containing “RESER’S 
FINE FOODS Ham Salad” 
with sell by dates of Sept. 
1, 2025; and 5-pound clear 
plastic tubs containing 
“Molly’s Kitchen Ham Sal-
ad” with sell by dates of 
Aug. 31, 2025.

Reser’s Fine Foods prod-
ucts are sold locally at Tops, 
Save-A-Lot and Target 
stores. The recalled Ham 
Salad is listed as sold at 
Save-a-Lot in Le Roy, War-
saw, Albion, and Alden, 
according to the Reser web-
site.

The issue was discovered 
when Reser’s Fine Foods 
Inc. of Topeka, Kansas, 
determined that it used 
FDA-regulated bread-
crumb products subject to 
an FDA recall because the 
breadcrumbs may be con-
taminated with listeria.

There have been no con-
firmed reports of adverse 
reactions due to consump-
tion of these products. 
Anyone concerned about 
an illness should contact a 

health care provider.
Consuming food con-

taminated with listeria can 
cause listeriosis, a serious 
infection that primarily af-
fects older adults, persons 
with weakened immune 
systems, and pregnant 
women and their new-
borns, according to FSIS. 
Less commonly, persons 
outside these risk groups 
are affected.

Listeriosis can cause 
fever, muscle aches, head-
ache, stiff neck, confusion, 
loss of balance and convul-
sions sometimes preceded 
by diarrhea or other gastro-
intestinal symptoms.

An invasive infection can 
spread beyond the gastro-
intestinal tract. In pregnant 
women, the infection can 
cause miscarriages, still-

births, premature delivery 
or life-threatening infec-
tion of the newborn.

Additionally, serious and 
sometimes fatal infections 
can occur in older adults 
and persons with weak-
ened immune systems.

Listeriosis is treated with 
antibiotics. Those in high-
er-risk categories who ex-
perience flu-like symptoms 
within two months after 
eating contaminated food 
should seek medical care 
and tell the health care pro-
vider about eating the con-
taminated food.

FSIS is also concerned 
that some product may be 
in consumers’ or retailers’ 
refrigerators or freezers.

Consumers who have 
purchased these products 
are urged not to consume 

them and these products 
should be thrown away 
or returned to the place of 
purchase.

Consumers with food 
safety questions can call 
the toll-free USDA Meat 
and Poultry Hotline at 
888-MPHotline (888-674-
6854) or send a question via 
email to MPHotline@usda.
gov.

For consumers who need 
to report a problem with a 
meat, poultry, or egg prod-
uct, the online Electron-
ic Consumer Complaint 
Monitoring System can be 
accessed 24 hours a day at 
foodcomplaint.fsis.usda.
gov/eCCF/.

Includes reporting by An-
nalise Knudson of the Staten 
Island Advance via Tribune 
News Service.

Colleen S. Faville 
Colleen S. Faville, 77, of 

Asbury Road, passed away 
unexpectedly at 
home Sunday eve-
ning, July 27, 2025.

She was born 
Jan. 17, 1948 in 
Batavia, a daugh-
ter of the late Lucy 
(DelVecchio) Hale 
and William Lafferty.

In addition to her 
mother and father, 
Colleen was pre-
deceased by her stepfather, 
Gordon Hale; sister, Babetta 
Lafferty and brother, William 
(Irene) Lafferty.

Colleen will be sadly 
missed by her husband, 
James Faville; nieces, Luc-
ie (Evan) Griffis and Debbie 
Lowery; nephew, Cory (Jen) 
Wallace; great nieces and 
nephews, Sarah Lowery, 
Michael Lowery, Brant Mat-
thews, Jaedan Matthews, 
Joshua Griffis, Bevan Griffis, 
Brooklynn Matthews Griff-
is and Cory “CJ” Wallace; 
brother in law, Thomas Fa-
ville, along with many dear 
friends.

Colleen will be remem-
bered as a devoted wife of 
51 years, a loving aunt and 
a dear friend to many. She 
was a lifelong member of Our 

Lady of Mercy Parish and a 
former leader of the Mercy 

Meals program. She 
was a retired pro-
duction supervisor, 
having worked for 
many years at Coo-
perVision in Scotts-
ville.

Special thanks to 
Colleen’s caregiv-
ers; her niece, Luc-
ie and dear friend, 
Monica Scarlotta 

and also to the paramedic 
team of Destin and George 
for their valiant efforts.

Colleen’s smile along with 
her good and generous na-
ture will be missed by all.

Family and friends are 
invited to Colleen’s Rite of 
Christian Burial to be held on 
Saturday, Aug. 2 at 11 a.m. 
at Our Lady of Mercy Parish, 
St. Peter’s Church, 44 Lake 
St., Le Roy.

Memorial Contributions in 
memory of Colleen are sug-
gested to the Le Roy Food 
Pantry Fund, 48 Main Street, 
Le Roy, NY 14482

Your memories and con-
dolences may be shared 
with Colleen’s family at 
www.falconefuneralhome.
com.

Faville

OBITUARY

USDA Issues Health Alert 
For Ham Products 

That May be Contaminated

USDA FOOD SAFETY AND INSPECTION SERVICE PHOTO
A photo of Reser Fine Foods Ham Salad from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
public health alert from July 2025.

Le Rotary Notes 
from July 17th, 2025

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PAGE SPONSOR:A MESSAGE FROM OUR PAGE SPONSOR:A MESSAGE FROM OUR PAGE SPONSOR:A MESSAGE FROM OUR PAGE SPONSOR:

Want to have a 
GARAGE SALE???

Sat., Sept. 6th 9-4 (same day as April Find’s Huge Vendor Fair)
Join the Le ROY COMMUNITY WIDE GARAGE SALE

For more info or to register contact Nancy Crocker at 
(585) 314-7982 or Crocker@rochester.rr.com
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Question of the Week? ?? ? ??

?

??

Question from The Le Roy Weekend Gazette staff

Have an idea for the next question? Send your suggestions to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Previous question - “What makes for a good staycation?”

Do you think the smartphone ban in schools will be effective?
HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!

BARRETT F.

Toronto is plenty of fun

MATT C. BRIDGET A.

The Curtis HotelSaratoga Springs

www.CasperFarmsBeef.com•Crystal (585) 478-6326•6671 Main Road, Stafford, NY 14143

Question of the Week sponsored by:

Local History

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to the Le Roy Weekend Gazette

In May 1874, there was 
an announcement in the 
Le Roy Gazette that $5000 
($140,000 today) of stock 
was available at $100 a 
share in the new Le Roy 
Driving Park and Agricul-
tural Association. W.S. 
Brown, who owned and 
operated a carriage factory 
on Main Street, intended 
to raise enough money to 
improve the race track off 
Genesee Street. Apparent-
ly, the money was raised 
and the September Gazette 
mentioned that there were 
six races scheduled for Oc-
tober 1st and 2nd. The half 

mile track was 55 feet wide 
and “layed out in the im-
proved pattern surrounded 
by a high board fence, the 
inside protected by rail-
ing. A grandstand which 
could accommodate 600 to 
1000 people overlooked the 
track as well as a judges and 
the officials stand.” 

The Gazette said that 
track in Le Roy rivaled the 
Driving Park in Rochester 
(This may have been a bit 
of an exaggeration. The 
Driving Park in Rochester 
was a harness racing track 
which operated between 
1874 and 1902. The first 
race was held August 11, 
1874, and it was billed as 
the fastest mile track in the 

United States. Today all that 
remains is a jog at the cor-
ner of Driving Park Avenue 
and Dewey Avenue. An ad-
ditional note: horse racing 
at Batavia Downs opened in 
1940 on September 20.)

Most of the races in Le 
Roy were for trotting hors-
es with sulkies. Instead of 
a horse running one race 
a day, as races are run to-
day, the races were run in 
one mile heats, with the 
winners being those hors-
es that won three out of 
five races. Horses were dis-
qualified or penalized for 
breaking out of a trot into 
a gallop. “Running races” 
were for horses ridden at 
a gallop, and most trotting 
races included at least one 
running race. In 1874, Le 
Roy’s October race sched-
ule included five trotting 
races and one running race. 
The total purse was $1200 
with two races offering $175 
for first. Two other races 
offered $200. The running 
race offered $75 for first. 
The final race of the event 
offered $375. The weather 
on the first day proved to 
be what the Gazette called 
“overcoat weather.” Excur-
sion trains of the State Line 
brought racing enthusiasts 
from Rochester. There were 
sixteen horses registered 
for the first race of the day. 
Prudence, Jenny, and Gray 
Eddy won the first heat. 
Four heats were run but the 
final race of the day was a 
dead heat, and no one had 
a clear lead, so a sixth and 
final race was scheduled for 
the next day. The running 
race consisted of the best of 
three of five heats on a one-
lap half mile track. Lady 
Penwin won three of five 
heats to win the $75.

Although there was no 
running races scheduled 

for the second day, the Ga-
zette reported that “an old 
gentleman of 65 appeared 
with a horse he called Grey 
Squirrel and he said he 
thought it could beat any-
thing that had run. “Accord-
ingly, Lady Penwin, the 
winner of the running race 
on Thursday was brought 
forth and an amusing race 
ensued. There wasn’t any 
prize money allotted for 
this impromptu race, but 
quickly there was $100 bet 
on each horse. To every-

one’s surprise, the old man 
jumped upon his horse 
and rode him in the races. 
Gray Squirrel won two out 
of three races to win the 
bet, and the old man went 
home the winner.” The next 
spring, the Driving Park 
held a spring meeting on 
May 27 and 28, although 
there was no announce-
ment for a fall race.

The racetrack was main-
tained for quite a while 
and although there were 
few scheduled races, many 

people used the track for 
a place to drive their hors-
es. The track is included 
in the 1904 map of Le Roy. 
Unfortunately, there are no 
known photographs of the 
racetrack or the horse races 
and the Le Roy Gazette nev-
er identified the “old man”” 
who owed Grey Squirrel.

Today, if you turn right 
onto Genesee Street from 
North Street, at the very 
end, straight ahead would 
be the racetrack.

Le Roy’s 
Racetrack –  

The Vanishing 
Landscape

PHOTO PROVIDED BY LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Old property map of Le Roy showing the location of the racetrack.

By BRIAN QUINN
bquinn@batavianews.com

BATAVIA — As the search con-
tinues for a potential warming 
center location in Genesee Coun-
ty, a committee is gauging how 
the public feels about having one.

First Presbyterian Church Pas-
tor Dr. Roula Alkhouri, a member 
of a steering committee looking 
into a warming center, said the 
committee is hopeful that a loca-
tion will open up.

“We’re having a meeting with 
someone who has the poten-
tial of hosting this,” Alkhouri 
said Wednesday. “We just want 
to make sure we’re on the right 
track, that the community wants 
it.

“It sounds like from the results 
we’ve gotten so far, the communi-
ty is supportive,” she continued. 
“When you look at it, who would 
say, ‘I want people to be cold 
on the street?’ Nobody would 
say that. There’s an overarching 
theme of care and compassion.”

The pastor said the county De-
partment of Social Services does 

everything it can. A warming cen-
ter would be an addition.

A “Code Blue” alert is mandat-
ed by New York State regulation 
when the temperature and wind 
chill are expected to fall below 
32 degrees Fahrenheit for at least 
two consecutive hours. During 
these periods, local social ser-
vices districts are obligated to en-
sure access to shelter for individ-
uals experiencing homelessness 
and may extend shelter hours.

“That would be our role is to 
not have anybody fall through 
the cracks,” Alkhouri said. “It’s for 
adults only, not for anybody un-
der 18. When it’s children, there 
are other issues involved.

“It’s (the cold weather) life 
and death, when you think about 
it, the hope is not just for a safe 
space, but connections and 
people ... finding a human con-
nection, somebody who cares 
— trained people who would be 
equipped to say, ‘Here are some 
community resources,’ she said. 
“That’s our goal is that no one 
should suffer through being out-

house, alone.”
The survey by Warming Center 

Steering Committee ends Aug. 8.
Director of Independent Living 

of the Genesee Region Rae Frank 
said the steering committee was 
formed in November. Frank said 
committee member Patricia 

Howell will share the results of 
the survey with the committee.

“Another partner of ours is Oak 
Orchard Health,” Frank said. “Oak 
Orchard has established warming 
centers in Albion and Brockport. 
Oak Orchard and First Presbyteri-
an started meeting with the com-

munity to see about the need for a 
warming center.

“One of the questions from the 
committee was ‘Where might a 
warming center be welcome and 
whether or not the community as 
a whole sees a need for it.”

Public Views Sought on Warming Center
Genesee Committee Accepting Survey Responses Until Aug. 8

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
Pedestrians make their way on Bank Street in Bataiva during a snowstorm. Discussions are underway 
for a potential warming center in Genesee County.
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Sat., August 2
9am - 2pm
Yard Sale!

Find amazing deals 
on NEW ITEMS and 

pre-loved treasures; in-
cluding Home Goods, 
Antique Stroller, Sports 
Memorabilia, Home-

made Candles, Wicker 
Doll Buggy, Beer Signs, 

Antiques, Corning 
Ware, Vases, Clocks, 
Books, Tools, CDs, 

Albums, and so much 
more!

Rain Day Aug 3rd
40 Flint Hill Road

Across from Lime Rock 
Speedway

Located in front of the 
campground

Caledonia, NY
Voting runs from Wed. 

8/13 - Sat 8/16,
the winning team will 

receive a gift certificate 
to Pastore’s Pizza!

Ages 4-17 with an adult.
Registration 
is required!
Woodward 

Memorial Library
7 Wolcott St., Le Roy

•

 

Mon-Thurs.,  
Aug 4-7

10:00am - 12:00pm
Mon-Thurs

6-7:00pm Tues & Thurs
Free School Supply

Distribution for Pre-K 
thru Grade 12

Sponsored by First 
Baptist Church.

Orders will be taken 
Monday thru Thursday, 
August 4-7 from 10am 

- 12pm
OR

Tuesday, August 5th 
and Thursday, 

August 7th from 6-7pm
If you are interested in 
ordering supplies for 

your  
child/children, please 
call 768-2308 to place 

your order
(Be aware that there is 
only one phone line, 
so it may take a while 

to reach someone. You 
may leave a call back 

number.)
There will be curbside 

pick-up the week of 
August 18.

When you call to place 
your order, we will give 

you a pick-up date/
time.

Everyone is welcome!
First Baptist Church
5 E. Main St., Le Roy

•

Mon-Thurs.,  
August 11-14

6 - 8pm
Football Camp

Rivals Football Camp
is BACK!

Get ready to hit the 
field and sharpen your 
skills before the season 
kicks off! We’re running 

a 4-day camp packed 
with drills, fundamen-
tals, and competition.

Grades 7-12
(Fall 2025)

Check our Facebook 
page for registration 
and payment info or 

sign up during the first 
night of camp
$30 to register

Hamilton Field
99 North St.,
Caledonia

•

Tues., August 12
5:30 - 7:00pm

Sidewalk 
Decorating 

Competition
Drop-in during this 

time frame to design a 

sidewalk square that 
represents what color 

means to you!
Each team will get a 

pack of colored chalk 
and one 5ft x 6ft side-
walk square to deco-

rate. Please register as a 
team/family.

•

Sun., August 31
Starting 9am

8th Annual Fund-
raiser benefitting The 
Alzheimers Assoca-
tion for Genesee and 
Wyoming Counties

In Memory of Warren 
Hunt Sr.

“Some unique ma-
chines brought in to 

commemorate history”
Machines: Pre 1995 

Tractors, Trucks, Cars, 
Commercial Vehicles, 
Construction, Bikes. 
If you think its cool so 
we will want to get as 
many tractors, trucks, 
machines and friends 
together for a fun day!

**Drop off Saturday and 
Pick up Money if you 

would like.
6 Mile Tractor/Truck 

Ride @ 11am
Live Auction @ 3pm

Music by Josh Hawkins 
& Phil Casper
DJ Jimmy B5
Rain or Shine

$5 Entry for Ages 12+
Please no pets

•

Mon., Sep 6th
9am - 4pm

Community Wide
Garage Sale Event

Sell directly from your 
home, widely adver-
tised maps provided, 
addresses grouped by 

streets.
Homes with kid items 

will be highlighted.
MERCHANTS 

ENCOURAGED TO 
JOIN IN!

For more info or to reg-
ister please call Nancy 

Crocker
314-7982

or by email
crocker@rochester.

rr.com
_________________

ONGOING:

Mondays
Starting June 30th

Grandparents Day
Family, food, and a little 

extra fun! 
Grandparents can enjoy 

10% off their total bill 
when they bring their 
grandkids in to eat at 

Kade’s! 
Because great food is even 

better with the ones you 
love <3
Kade’s 

Scratch Kitchen
15 Main St., Le Roy

•

Thursdays
July 17th thru Aug 7th

6:30 - 7:45 pm
Summer 

Music Series
July 17th - Justin Williams
July 24th - David Knaudt

July 31st - Bill Kettle
August 7th - Joe Miltsch
Bring your family and 
friends, lawn chairs, 

and blankets! Rain or 
shine (United Methodist 

Church will be used in 
case of bad weather)

Trigon Park
Trigon Park., Le Roy

•

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering
People are welcome 
to come (in pairs or 

groups) anytime during 
our business hours 

(1-7pm) and play free 
play. Sign up for the 

event through the WPN 
event link website. Peo-
ple are welcome to do 

this any day (Mon-Sun) 
between 1-7pm. D&D, 

Pokémon, YuGiOh, 
or any other family 

friendly game play also 
welcomed in our game 

room! 
“Free Pack Friday”
Bring a friend and 

play at least one round 
logged in through WPN 

and recieve one free 
pack per person!

Contact us via call or 
text if you have any 

questions
(585) 356-7579

Dio’s Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

•

Daily
Now through 
August 15th
5:30 - 8pm

Summer Reading 
Challenges!

Stop in anytime after 
June 25th to register 
and to pick up your 

board! Earn tickets for 
a chance to win free 

books and prizes just 
by keeping track of your 
reading throughout the 

summer. Kids, teens 
and adults! Must stop in 

to register!
Woodward Memorial 

Library
7 Wolcott St., Le Roy

1. MOVIES: Who is Luke and Leia’s 
mother in the “Star Wars” movies?

2. GEOGRAPHY: The country of 
Suriname is on which continent?

3. HISTORY: Which 5th-century 
conqueror was known as “the Scourge 
of God”?

4. TELEVISION: Who is the creator 
of the quirky sitcom “Community”?

5. ANATOMY: What kind of blood 
vessels carry blood away from the 
heart? 

6. MYTHOLOGY: In Greek mythol-
ogy, who turned everything he touched 
into gold?

7. U.S. STATES: Which state was the 
50th and last to join the union?

8. LITERATURE: Who wrote the 
novel “A Clockwork Orange”?

9. FOOD & DRINK: Which vegeta-
ble is used to make baba ganoush?

10. CHEMISTRY: What is the com-
mon name for acetic acid?

Answers
1. Padme Amidala.
2. South America.
3. Attila the Hun.
4. Dan Harmon.
5. Arteries.
6. King Midas.
7. Hawaii.
8. Anthony Burgess.
9. Eggplant.
10. Vinegar.
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BATAVIA — Pouches, 
lockers and pockets.

The bell-to-bell student 
smartphone ban begins 
Sept. 4 at New York schools. 
Young learners will need to 
ditch the tech during school 
hours in all school buildings.

� e new law stems from 
Gov. Kathy Hochul’s intent 
to create distraction-free 
schools. New York will be-
come the largest state in 
terms of population with a 
smartphone ban enacted.

GLOW region schools 
have until Friday to approve 
and submit their policies to 
state o�  cials.

As of Wednesday, more 
than 400 of New York’s ap-
proximately 750 schools had 
submitted their plans to the 
state, according to Hochul’s 
webpage.

Most school districts in 
the GLOW region have ad-
opted the policy, created a 
plan to implement the new 
law, and have elected to use 
the allotted $13.5 million in 
NYS funding budgeted for 
school storage solutions 
statewide.

This ban also requires 
schools to provide parents 
with a way to contact stu-
dents during school days 
when necessary. Most 
schools have chosen to allow 
parents to utilize the main 
o�  ce phone as the best way 
to contact their children.

How do things stack up?
Batavia City School District

The Batavia City School 
District will submit its plan 
by the end of the week. Sev-
enth-and-eighth-graders 
and high school students at 
BCS will have to turn in in-
ternet-enabled devices each 
morning upon arrival when 
classes begin in September.

Students will place their 
devices in a pouch in a fold-
er labeled with their names, 
which will then be securely 
stored in a locked area for the 
day. Devices will be returned 
to students at dismissal.

Officials at the middle 
and high schools will share 
building-specific instruc-
tions before the new school 
year begins.

Preschool through 6th 
grade students will be ex-
pected to leave their devices 
in their backpack or locker.

The district already had 
rules in place before its new 
policy was adopted July 21.

“Phones were to be o�  and 
away at the elementary and 
middle school levels,” said 
Superintendent Jason Smith. 
“At the high school, they 
were allowed at teacher dis-
cretion and at non-academic 
settings, such as lunch.”

Allotted funds for storage 
at BCS are $10,366. Smith 
noted Batavia intends to use 
all the funds.

In addition to calling the 
main office, parents can 
send a message through 
ParentSquare, the district’s 
o�  cial communication plat-

form, if needed.
Le Roy Central School

� e district submitted its 
plan to the state Tuesday, 
said Superintendent Merritt 
Holly.

A student’s location in Jr./
Sr. High School previously 
determined how and when 
a smartphone could be used, 
using a system of zones.

In a yellow zone, students 
needed permission from 
teachers and sta�  to use a 
cellphone. No use was per-
mitted at all in a red zone 
during instructional times.

Phones needed to be 
turned o�  and in a backpack 
or locker when students 
were in a red zone.

� e district is using stu-
dent lockers for cellphone 
and internet-enabled devic-
es storage. It doesn’t plan to 
access state funds for now.
Elba Central School

Elba Central School has 
submitted its plan to the 
state.

“� e ECS District has not 
yet received funding and will 
not make speci� c plans un-
til funding is received,” said 
Superintendent Gretchen 
Rosales. “However, we are 
looking at additional locker 
spaces and locks to secure 
cell phones in the building.”

� e district will begin to 
share written materials out-
lining practices as they move 
forward, she said. The in-
formation will include how 
parents/students can and 
should communicate in an 
emergency, such as Parent 
Square, Raptor.

Elba Central School used 
green, yellow and red zones 
last year. Students in green 
zones —such as the caf-
eteria, during an athletic 
contest, outside the school 
building, or on a school bus 
— were allowed to use cell-
phones responsibly.

Students in yellow zones 
had to limit their use of elec-
tronics. If they were in the 
library or study hall, they 
could only use electronics if 
their work was completed. 
In a classroom, they could 
only do so with permission 
of a teacher or sta�  member 
during passing time.

Cellphones were strict-
ly prohibited in a red zone 
— any classroom without 
teacher or sta�  permission; 
in locker rooms; in any o�  ce 
and in restrooms.
Alexander Central School

Superintendent Tim Bat-
zel said the district submit-
ted its policy to the state on 
July 21. � e state allocated 
Alexander $3,924 to pay for 
student phone storage solu-
tions.

“The district communi-
cates with ParentSquare, 
independent phone lines in 
the main o�  ces for students 
to call parents when needed, 
and additional phones in the 
guidance o�  ce for student 
access,” Batzel said.

� e previous policy at Al-
exander stated students may 

not engage in misconduct 
regarding cell phone and 
electronic devices.

■ Cell phones were not 
allowed during instruction-
al time, unless the teacher/
school sta�  allowed student 
use.

■ Students were not al-
lowed to take pictures of or 
record students, teachers, or 
anyone at any time.

■ For safety reasons, stu-
dents were not to wear ear 
bud devices during instruc-
tional time without sta�  per-
mission.

■ Electronic devices such 
as telephones could be used 
during lunch and study halls 
with permission of the su-
pervising adult.
Pembroke Central School

Pembroke Central School 
District sent its plan to the 
state Tuesday. The district 
submitted what was needed 
to receive state funds, but did 
not say how much funding it 
received.

“Pembroke’s previous pol-
icy on student use of smart-
phones and other internet 
devices during the school 
day was that they could use 
them in any non-instruc-
tional space,” said Superin-
tendent Matthew Calderon. 
“In classrooms, students 
were permitted to use their 
cell phones for instructional 
purposes per teachers’ dis-
cretion.”

� e new policy includes:
■ Cellphones,  smart 

watches, and other electron-
ic devices outside of school 
issued Chromebooks are re-
quired to be turned o�  and 
put away in student lockers. 
Phones are never allowed in 
bathrooms or locker rooms.

■ Earbuds and head-
phones are only to be used in 
the classroom for academic 
use and with permission 
from the supervising teach-
er. No earbud or headphone 
use will be allowed in the 
hallways or the cafeteria.

■ When parents/guard-
ians need to reach their child 
during the school day for 
an emergency, they should 
call the main o�  ce of their 
student’s respective school. 
Students will have access to 
school phones in o�  ces or 
designated areas to contact 
guardians should they have 
need.

For all other non-emer-
gency messages, students 
may check their phones af-
ter school as they leave the 
building.

“To reassure parents and 
students they will be able 
to reach each other, we sent 
them a letter with a link to 
our plan, and we will follow 
up with them again when 
school starts,” Calderon said.

The district intends to 
use its allotted funds to pur-
chase a centralized storage 
solution in the main o�  ce of 
each school building.

“� is storage solution will 
be used for student devices 
that are confiscated when 
students do not properly 

store them in their regular 
lockers,” Calderon said. “Any 
remaining funds will be used 
to educate students on re-
sponsible device use.”
Geneseo Central School

Elementary students at 
Geneseo Central School 
were previously expected to 
keep internet-enabled de-
vices in their backpacks.

Middle and high school 
students were allowed to use 
cellphones during their free 
time. If seniors were given 
senior privilege, they could 
keep their cellphones with 
them.

Students at Geneseo were 
previously expected to put 
their phones away during 
class and instructional time, 
so o�  cials don’t anticipate 
the upcoming transition to 
be difficult. Students will 
only be allowed to access 
their phones in a real emer-
gency.

“I think GCS is in a good 
place, and they’re posi-
tioned well to transition into 
what the state’s expecting 
right now, because they’ve 
already been working on not 
allowing devices in the class-
room, especially during the 
bulk of the day instructional 
time,” said newly appointed 
Geneseo Central School Su-
perintendent Michael Bost-
wick.

Once finalized, the dis-
trict’s plans will be fully com-
pliant with the newly enact-
ed New York State law.
Lyndonville Central School

The Lyndonville Bell-to-
Bell Plan is fully compliant 
with state after the district 
conducted two stakeholder 
meetings to collaboratively 
develop a plan.

The final draft was re-
viewed and submitted to the 
state Wednesday, ensuring 
LCS’s eligibility to access 
state funds for approved 
storage solutions.

“We anticipate posting the 
� nalized plan on our website 
by the end of the week, if not 
sooner,” said Superintendent 
Sharon Smith. “Addition-
ally, the plan will be shared 
with parents and students 
through multiple channels, 
including digital communi-
cation and in-person meet-
ings prior to the start of the 
school year.”
Attica Central School

Attica Central School 
communicated with families 
in mid-July to explain how 
the District planned to han-
dle the middle/high school 
rollout.

The district noted it ad-
opted the bell-to-bell cell-
phone ban for students and 
the policy was o�  cially ap-
proved July 10.

In the fall, students in pre-
school through fourth grade 
will leave their devices in 
their backpacks turned off 
and stored in their locker or 
cubbies. Students in � fth to 
12th grades can leave their 
phones at home, leave their 
phones in their vehicle if 
they drive to school or lock 
their phones in a school pro-
vided locker.

“We will be accessing the 
approximate $5,679 in funds 
that have been allocated to 
the district to be in compli-
ance with this initiative,” said 
Superintendent Kiel Illg.
Letchworth Central School

Superintendent Todd 
Campbell con� rmed Letch-
worth Central School had 
approved and submitted its 
new policy prohibiting the 
use of internet-enabled de-
vices and cellphones by stu-
dents during the school day 
on school grounds as of July 
24.

“This change is in re-
sponse to a new law passed 
by Governor Hochul ... � e 
policy aims to support a 
more focused and distrac-
tion-free learning environ-
ment for students across the 
state,” Campbell said.

Students at Letchworth 
may be authorized to use an 
internet-enabled device or 
cell phone under the follow-
ing exceptions:

■ If authorized by a teach-
er, principal, or the district 
for a specific educational 
purpose.

■ Where necessary for the 
management of a student’s 
health care.

■ In the event of an emer-
gency.

■ For translation services.
■ On a case-by-case basis.
■ Or where required by 

law.
Storage solutions at 

Letchworth include student 
lockers, locked pockets, des-
ignated storage bins in class-
rooms, or secure storage 
areas in the school’s main 
o�  ce.

Parents can contact stu-
dents via the o�  ce phone or 
by bringing a personal note 
to the o�  ce and the note will 
be delivered to the student.
Perry Central School

Perry Central School Dis-
trict adopted its policy July 7, 
and parents and guardians 
received a letter July 23.

“Students are generally 
prohibited from using inter-
net-enabled devices during 
the school day anywhere on 
school grounds,” the letter 
reads.

Students are required 
to store personal devices 
in their lockers during the 
school day.

Superintendent Daryl 
McLaughlin said this struc-
ture was already in place in 
the District’s elementary and 
junior high schools prior to 
the law and local policy.

“We recognize the afore-
mentioned is a significant 
change that will cause con-
sternation with students 
and parents/guardians, par-
ticularly at the senior high 
school,” the letter reads. 
“Please know we are here to 
support all a� ected individ-
uals during the transition.”

Perry Central School re-
ceived $3,717 of the allo-
cated funds set aside by the 
state and the district asked 
Elizabeth Wright, an ex-o�  -
cio student board member, 
to designate the use of these 
funds to an activity that en-
courages students to stay o�  
their devices.

The district also shared 
the contact information 
for its school nurses and 
social-emotional learning 
department in case parents 
and guardians have imme-
diate concerns with their 
students’ physical and/or 
social-emotional health.
Warsaw Central School

Warsaw Central School 
District posted a letter out-
lining their plan for the re-

vised internet-enabled de-
vice policy on its Facebook 
page and website.

Students in Warsaw will 
not be allowed to access de-
vices during the school day. 
All devices must be powered 
o�  before the � rst bell and 
stored in a locker, which is 
secured with a school-pro-
vided lock.

“Research and experience 
show that allowing devices 
during unstructured times 
leads to increased cyberbul-
lying, distractions, and pri-
vacy concerns,” the district 
said.

In case of an emergen-
cy, the district has a safety 
and communication plan in 
place and every classroom 
and o�  ce is equipped with a 
network phone.

School-issued Chrome-
books will continue to be 
used for academic purposes. 
All updates that the students 
require will be announced 
during morning and evening 
announcements.

If students do not comply 
with the policy at WCS, con-
sequences will include:

■ First violation — the de-
vice will be con� scated and 
the student may pick it up at 
the end of the day.

■ Second violation — the 
device will be confiscated 
and the student will be able 
to pick it up at the end of the 
day and will serve detention .

■ Third violation — the 
device will be confiscated 
and the student will be able 
to pick it up at the end of the 
day and will serve extended 
detention.

■ Further violations — if 
any further violations occur 
the device will be confis-
cated and while the student 
may pick it up at the end of 
the day, they will be subject 
to progressive disciplinary 
action.

Regarding concerns of 
student’s mental health, the 
district said its sta�  is trained 
to assist with any student 
needs and they do their best 
to offer students support 
and opportunities to cope 
with any problems they have 
throughout the day.

(Includes reporting by Bri-
an Quinn, Kori Sciandra, Sol 
Hauser, Alyssa Hill and Jo-
seph DeBell.)
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school year begins. Most area districts have adopted policies in accordance with the 
new law.

How to reach us
438 E. Main St., Batavia NY 14020

PHONE:
585-250-0555

E-MAIL:
gazette@batavianews.com

ADVERTISING: 
sales@batavianews.com

©COPYRIGHT 2025  SMG-BATAVIA, LLC

Your hometown guide to news, 
events, local businesses, and more!

Group Publisher
HEATHER A. ZERILLO

hzerillo@batavianews.com

Regional Managing Editor
BEN BEAGLE

bbeagle@livingstonnews.com

Associate Editor
SAMUEL ZERILLO

szerillo@batavianews.com

 The Le Roy Weekend GazeTTe Saturday, August 2, 2025  A7

Gregory “Porp” Rogers
NY Licensed R. E. Broker

585.314.3786
porprogers63@gmail.com

EmpireRealtyROC.com
7133 West Main Road, 

Le Roy, NY 14482

Residential/Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

8040 Telephone Rd.,
LeRoy, NY

www.OlSmokeyTrucking.com

Gravel Driveways • Land Cleaning • Utilities
Excavation • Bulk Material Delivery or Pick Up

Snowplowing • Retaining Walls • Drainage

Attic to Basement 
Estate Sale Outlet
65 Lake Street, LeRoy

(585) 301-8346
� ursday - Saturday 10-5

Sunday 10-4

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

BATAVIA — Just under a 
year ago, the Batavia Muck-
dogs’ season came to an 
abrupt end in the Perfect 
Game Collegiate Baseball 
League West Division cham-
pionship game. Wednesday 
night, they rewrote their story.

The Muckdogs took the 
2025 West Division crown 
with a 4-2 victory over the 
Jamestown Tarp Skunks.

“Unfinished business is 
always a thing for us, espe-
cially after last year,” Muck-
dogs manager Joey “Skipp” 
Martinez said. “We had that 
little bit of nasty taste in our 
mouths from losing the upset 
game last year, and this was 
redemption for most of our 
returners.”

“It’s the culture that we 
have here,” Martinez added. 
“We bring in a bunch of dirt-
bags. These guys are grinders. 
We knew before the game 
that these guys were in work 
mode. Nobody was nervous, 
everybody was locked in, and 
we felt good about this the en-
tire night.”

Like in Tuesday’s semifi-
nal matchup against Auburn, 
Batavia did not get off to a fast 
start. The Tarp Skunks threat-
ened in the second, loading 
the bases with one out after 
three singles against Muck-
dogs starter Luc Rising. Rising 
danced out of trouble with 
a groundball double play to 
keep the game scoreless.

Jamestown finally broke 
through in the third after Ja-
kob Haynes grinded out a 
tough at-bat and recorded an 
RBI single.

Batavia answered imme-
diately in the bottom half of 
the inning with the top of the 
order doing damage. With 
two outs, Brayden Horton 
doubled in Cooper Romich 
to tie the game, and Tyler Cas-
trataro’s base hit put Batavia 
in front for good and allowed 
Rising to settle in.

“It really gave me the con-
fidence to get back on the 
mound,” Rising said. “Pitch-
ing with the lead is so much 
better. I really felt a lot more 
comfortable after having the 
team get my back right away.”

The Tarp Skunks threat-
ened again in the sixth Rising 
after a single and a walk from 
the first two batters of the in-
ning. Rising dialed it up again, 
inducing a pair of infield pop 

outs and a strikeout to evade 
damage.

Rising finished the night al-
lowing six hits and three walks 
in six 2/3 innings. He struck 
out five.

Jacon Veczko gave the 
Muckdogs some breathing 
room in the bottom half of the 
sixth, with a sacrifice fly scor-
ing Omar Carreras.

After Ethan Papacek re-
corded the final out of the sev-
enth, he started the eighth in-
ning by issuing a lead-off walk. 
This led to a call to the bullpen 
for the reigning PGCBL West 
Division Pitcher of the Week, 
Eric Woodley, to close the 
door. Woodley walked the 
first man he faced and got the 
next batter to pop out, but Ben 

Slanker cut the deficit in half 
with an RBI single.

With the tying run in scor-
ing position, Woodley got a 
groundball back to him that 
seemed poised to end the 
inning with a double play. 
Instead, he nearly fired the 
throw to second into cen-
ter field. Carreras somehow 
secured the throw and got 

the force out at second base. 
Woodley responded by ring-
ing up Nathan Borchardt to 
end the threat and put Batavia 
on the cusp of the title.

Cooper Fesh gave the 
Muckdogs some breathing 
room with an RBI single in the 
bottom of the eighth and gave 
Batavia a 4-2 lead with three 
outs needed for the title.

Blake Herman stepped to 
the plate first for Jamestown, 
and Veczko grabbed his deep 
fly ball as he collided with cen-
ter fielder Travis Hammond 
for the first out. Veczko made 
a catch for the highlight reel, 
diving near the right field line 
for the second out. The Tarp 
Skunks didn’t roll over, with 
Eric Weeks doubling and 
Dom Costello singling to put 
the tying run aboard.

Woodley got a groudball 
to Castrataro, who fired on to 
first to end it, and the party 
was on.

“It was crazy,” Fesh said. 
“Emotions were going crazy, 
heart was pumping like crazy 
too.”

The Muckdogs spilled out 
to the field, spraying water 
bottles that had been re-
trieved from the clubhouse 
just before the start of the 
ninth inning, celebrating a re-
demption completed.

“This is what we’ve been 
working for the two and a half 
months we’ve been here,” 
Rising said. “It’s just so ex-
citing. Everyone has been 
working really hard, just great 
teamwork chemistry and 
everything’s really working 
together. It’s really great to 
have something to show for it 
and be West Division champs 
now.”

“Elation, happiness for 
these guys and the work they 
put in all summer,” Martinez 
said about his emotions after 
the final out. “We really were 
next man up. We’ve had mul-
tiple guys go down, and this 
team is so freaking resilient, 
it’s the culture, man. You see 
that diving play in right, that 
guy (Veczko) wasn’t a starter 
at the beginning of the season, 
and he started turning it on, 
and that play was huge. Wood-
ley coming in after throwing 
eight-plus innings on Sunday 
and being that catalyst in the 
bullpen. You can’t say enough 
about these guys. I’m so hap-
py for them. I think it was well 
deserved for us. That’s a good 
team we just beat, but when 
you come to the ‘Dog house, 
the big dogs win.”

Batavia (33-13-1) will play 
the winner of Thursday’s East 
Division Final between the 
Saugerties Stallions and the 
defending PGCBL champion 
Amsterdam Mohawks in the 
championship series begin-
ning on Friday at a location 
and time to be determined.

Muckdogs Win West Division Final, 
Advance to PGCBL Championship
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Luc Rising celebrates after working off of trouble early.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
Associate Editor for
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

The Batavia Clippers, a local travel baseball 
organization, will be hosting tryouts over the 
next month for their 2026 teams.

Players from all over Genesee County are in-
vited to come and show off their skills, compet-
ing for a chance to be featured on their 9u, 10u, 
11u, 12u, 13u or 14u teams.

The Clippers are looking for motivated 
young athletes who are looking for an oppor-
tunity to improve and enhance their skills in a 
team focused environment. Winning is always 
a goal; however, the focus of the Clippers is to 
promote teamwork and good sportsmanship.

Each of these teams will compete against 
other top competition from the local area, and 
teams from out of town/state.

This year’s tryouts will be held at the fol-
lowing dates/times:

9u: Saturday August 23rd 5-7pm and Sun-
day August 24th 5-7 pm at MacArthur Park in 
Batavia with head coach Jonathan Santiago. 

Registration email : ocmjon@gmail.com
10u: TBD
11u: Friday August 15th 5-7 pm and Satur-

day August 16th 5-7 pm at MacArthur Park in 
Batavia with head coach Brandon Hall. Regis-
tration email: swaters15@yahoo.com

12u: Saturday August 16th 3-5 pm and Sun-
day August 17th 3-5 pm at MacArthur Park in 
Batavia with head coach Dan Utter. Registra-
tion email: bataviaclippers@gmail.com

13u: Saturday August 16th 5-7 pm and Sun-
day August 17th 5-7 pm at Batavia High School 
with head coach Chris Chapman. Registration 
email: bataviaclippers@gmail.com

14u: Saturday August 9th 1-3 pm at Batavia 
High School with head coaches Scott Duep-
pengeisser and Pete Hilchey. Registration 
email: natejrose@gmail.com

If you would like to send a registration email 
to enroll a player in any of these tryouts, please 
be sure to include the players name, the play-
ers birthdate and age as of May 1st, 2026, par-
ent contact information, travel baseball experi-
ence, position experience, school district, and 
other team involvement.

Batavia Clippers Baseball to Host Summer Tryouts

PROVIDED PHOTO
The Batavia Clippers travel baseball team.
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Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

LE ROY — The Le Roy 
11/12 All-Stars moved on to 
sectional competition after 
capturing the District 2 title 
and would post a 1-2 record 
during the tournament.

Le Roy would face off 
against the Penfield All-Stars 
in its first game of the tour-
nament, which would result 
in a loss.

The two teams engaged in 
a pitcher’s duel early, with Le 
Roy starter Carter McClurg 
striking out nine batters 
while giving up one run, five 
walks, and three hits.

On offence, Le Roy would 
put up their first points of 
the outing after McClurg 
reached base on a fielder’s 

choice, and was eventually 
brought home by Addy Stella 
after she hit an RBI double.

Penfield would continue 
to match Le Roy’s scoring 
throughout, as they quickly 
tied up the score following 
Le Roy’s first points.

The top of the fourth 
inning saw an incredible 
defensive play by Sammy 
Rapone, as he made a diving 
catch in right field to stop 
what would have turned into 
a triple.

McClurg reached his pitch 
count limit in the fourth in-
ning, and Penfield would go 
on to score seven uncontest-
ed runs to close out the game 
and secure the victory.

Next up in the tourna-
ment, Le Roy faced off 

against Springville, where 
they bounced back with a 9-4 
victory.

Le Roy would open up the 
scoring early in this contest, 
with Eli Kemp, Joey Wujcik, 
and McClurg all getting 
walked. The trio would score 
after a wild pitch, a passed 
ball, and a steal of home.

Springville would respond 
with three runs of their own 
over the next two innings to 
tie up the score; however, Le 
Roy would put up five total 
runs in the sixth inning to 
push the lead to nine runs 
and would hold on to secure 
the victory.

Kemp and McClurg both 
reached base after hitting 
singles, and Addy Stella 
would score Kemp after hit-
ting a single of her own. Mc-
Clurg would soon score him-
self after an Andrew Sibley 
single, and Sibley would also 
score after a walk to Farrah 
Fox.

Stone Husted and Eli 

Kemp both pitched during 
the outing, with the pair 
striking out nine while giv-
ing up six hits, four runs, and 
walking nine.

After the victory against 
Springville, Le Roy would 
again have to face off against 

Penfield. Despite some big-
time plays from the Le Roy 
all-stars, they would eventu-
ally be defeated 15-3 and get 
eliminated from the section-
al tournament.

Penfield would open up 
the game by scoring two 
runs, which were immedi-
ately followed by two runs 
from Le Roy.

Stella and McClurg would 
both reach base after a single 
and a fielder’s choice, and 
would both get scored after 
an error on a ball hit by Sib-
ley and an RBI ground out by 
Wujcik.

Penfield would follow up 
the first inning by scoring 11 
runs in the second, pushing 

their lead to 13-2. McClurg 
would score one more run 
for Le Roy after an impres-
sive home run to center field; 
however, this would turn out 
to be the last run for Le Roy 
in the game.

Penfield would score two 
more times, pushing the lead 
to 15-3 in the fourth inning, 
and after Le Roy was unable 
to cut the lead to under 10 
runs, the game was over.

Despite the tough day on 
offense for the team, Connar 
Hanely, Stone Husted, Brody 
Wilson, and Rapone would 
all reach base for Le Roy 
during the game.

Le Roy Little League 11/12 All-Stars Close Out Season in Sectionals

PROVIDED PHOTO
The Le Roy 11/12 All-Stars holding up their championship banner after winning 
District 2.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The Le Roy 9/10 All-Stars entered the 
Little League sectional tournament follow-
ing their District 2 title. After facing some 
fierce competition, they were eventually 
eliminated by Penfield, going 1-2 in sec-
tional play.

Le Roy’s first game was against Penfield, 
where they would eventually fall 12-0. 
The Penfield All-Stars put up eight runs in 
the first inning and played solid defense 
throughout, making the early lead by the 
competition hard to cut into by Le Roy.

Despite the loss in the first game, Le Roy 
standouts include Seth Pryzbyl, who re-
corded two hits in the game, and Charlie 
Rapone, who also recorded a hit.

Josh Tenney, Luke Chappel, Joseph Ol-
iver, Xander Parker, and Rapone would all 
reach base on fielders’ choices.

After the tough loss to Penfield, Le Roy 
bounced back with a crushing victory 
against Springville, winning 15-5.

Springville would open up the scoring 
on the day, bringing in two runs in the first 
inning. However, Le Roy was able to take 
advantage of some errors and walks by 
Springville, and once they started scoring, 
they did not let up for the rest of the outing.

Pryzbyl scored the first run for Le Roy 
after reaching first on an error and steal-
ing second, then being brought home after 
Austin Branton hit a grounder.

Xander Parker quickly followed with a 
single of his own, and Rapone hit an RBI 
fielder’s choice to score Branton. Joseph 
Oliver would score Parker on a hit to the 
outfield, making the score 4-2 at the end of 
the first inning.

After taking back over on offense, 
Springville would again put up a quick run; 
however, Le Roy answered by scoring three 

more themselves.
Armaeus Largeroy reached base on an 

error, followed by a single by Everett Torey. 
Both would be brought home after Pryzbyl 
hit a double.

Springville put up two more runs in the 
top of the next inning, which would turn 
out to be their last points of the outing. Le 
Roy again answered quickly, posting six to-
tal runs at the bottom of the third.

Parker would reach base on an error, 
before eventually getting brought home 
after a single by Rapone. This was followed 

by back-to-back-to-back walks to Oliver, 
Chappel, and Garner, which would load 
the bases and push Rapone to score.

Oliver would score off of a Langleroy 
single, followed by Parker Page hitting an 
RBI single that would score Garner. Lan-
gleroy would then score off a line drive sin-
gle by Josh Tenney.

On defense, the Le Roy all-stars were led 
off on the pitcher’s mound by Tenney, who 
would strike out six while giving up two 
hits and three earned runs.

After the bounce-back victory against 

Springfield, Le Roy would again face off 
against Penfield, who proved again to be 
very fierce competition. Le Roy’s season 
would come to an end after this game, as 
Penfield would go on to win 10-0.

Pryzbyl had a solid game despite the 
loss, leading the way on the mound and 
only giving up three earned runs.

Le Roy players Tenney, Parker, and Tor-
rey all reached base off of hits, while Page, 
Garner, and Pryzbyl would make it after 
being walked.

Le Roy Little League 9/10 All-Stars Run Ends in Sectionals

PROVIDED PHOTO
The Le Roy 9/10 All-Stars following their District 2 championship victory.
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