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”I don’t know that I’ve 
met anyone quite like Gary.”

That’s what Kathy Dam-
ann had to say after watch-
ing her cousin, Lt. Gary A. 
Scott, finally receive his 
long overdue Memorial 
Highway dedication in Le 
Roy on Thursday.

A crowd that included 
friends, family and local 
leaders convened first on 
the intersection of Route 19 
and Parmalee Road to see 
the brand-new Memorial 
Highway sign be unveiled 
for the first time.

Then, the group made 
its way to Trigon Park for a 
special ceremony to honor 
the legacy of Scott.

Damann came up to the 
podium a few times during 
the events at Trigon Park, 
discussing the impact her 
cousin had on the people 
around him.

“Those who knew Gary 
remember a remarkable 
young man,” Damann said. 
“He was hard working, de-
termined, loyal, intelligent 
and compassionate. He 
had a huge smile, a won-
derful sense of humor and 
a natural ability to lead.”

She also emphasized 
that despite the challeng-
es that he, like many other 
African Americans in the 
United States at the time, 
faced, he never shied away 
from his goals.

“Growing up as an Afri-
can American during the 
1950s and 1960s present-
ed obstacles that could 
have limited his opportu-
nities and his dreams. But 
through his faith in God, 
the support of his family, 
perseverance and extraor-
dinary ability, Garry re-
fused to allow these obsta-
cles to define what he could 
accomplish,” Damann said.

Wanting to be a leader 
in the local African Amer-
ican community led him 
to many impressive feats, 
such as being the first ever 
African American graduate 
of the environmental sci-
ence and forestry program 
at the SUNY College of For-
estry at Syracuse Universi-
ty.

Along with being at the 
top of his class academ-
ically, Scott was also a 
distinguished graduate 
of Syracuse’s ROTC pro-
gram, which allowed him 
to choose whatever branch 
of the Army he wanted to 
pursue.

Continuing to want to 
be a good example for his 
community, Scott chose 
the harder path of being an 
infantryman, joining the 
101st Airborne Division.

“He knew the risks, but 
he also knew there were 
very few African Ameri-
cans in military leadership 
positions at that time,” Da-
mann said. “Gary believed 
this was an opportunity to 
serve both his country and 
this community.”

Scott’s former college 
roommate and friend, Jim 
Bruen, tried to talk him out 
of it, however Scott was re-
solved.

“He chose the infantry. 
When he told me that, I 
actually pulled him aside 
into the conference room 
and said, ‘Gary, you have 
your choice. You’ve already 
proved you’re a leader,’” 
Bruen said.

“(Scott) said to me, 
‘there’s an insufficient 
number of African Amer-
icans in leadership posi-
tions in this country,’” Bru-
len continued. “He felt he 
wanted to make another 

statement.”
To Damann, even though 

those who knew him, like 
Bruen, understood how in-
credible of a person he was, 
circumstances of the time 
continued to drive Scott 
to want to be a good role 
model for others.

“I tried to explain to Jim, 
if you are African American 
growing up in the 50s and 
60s, there was that under-
lying understanding that 
you did have to prove, no 
matter how good you were. 
There were people in this 
world who viewed you dif-
ferently,” Damann said.

“Even though on one 
hand you knew you didn’t 
have to prove it, there was 
always that underlying 
kind of understanding that, 
yeah, you had to be better, 
you had to stand out more, 
you had to distinguish 
yourself.”

His decision led Scott to 
be deployed to the Vietnam 
War in 1967.

While overseas, Scott’s 
life came to a tragic end on 
March 29, 1968, after mem-
bers of his platoon came 
under fire. Scott died pro-
tecting his friend, medic 
Bruce Brattain.

Brattain flew in from 
Alaska to make sure he was 
there on Thursday to see 
the man who saved him 
all those years ago be hon-
ored.

“Gary has been on my 
mind for 58 years,” Brattain 
said. “I mean, seriously, 
whenever I would run into 
something that I wouldn’t 
know quite how to handle 
it, I would just ask myself, 
what would Gary do?”

“He had an incredible 
insight. I’m sure there’s a 
word for it, but he knew 
what to say and when to say 
it, and he was extremely in-
telligent,” Brattain contin-
ued. “He could have been 
anything he wanted. Colin 
Powell probably wouldn’t 
have been the first black 
man to hold such a high 
position (in the military).”

Despite only being on 
Earth for 22 years, Scott’s 
heroism inspired many 
people outside of Brattain 
as well. The effect of Scott’s 
actions both before and 
during the Vietnam War 
still resonate with those 
who knew him, and the Le 
Roy community.

Damann shared a story 
about a radio operator who 
served with Scott during 
the Vietnam War who com-
pared Scott’s legacy to that 
of another Arican Ameri-
can leader, Martin Luther 
King Jr.

“In the book ‘Dear 
America: Letters Home 
from Vietnam,’ Gary’s radio 
operator wrote to his father 
about the young lieutenant 
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A Monroe County man 
is facing multiple felo-
ny charges and a driving 
while intoxicated charge 
following a traffic stop in 
which he was allegedly 
found with a firearm with 
an altered serial number, 
reports the Livingston 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

Sheriff ’s deputies were 
dispatched to the area 
of South River Road in 
the town of Caledonia 
about 10:45 p.m. Aug. 23 
following the reported 
traffic complaint. Depu-
ty Hayden Strobel of the 
Sheriff ’s Office STOP DWI 
Unit ultimately located 
the vehicle on River Street 
in the village of Avon and 
conducted a traffic stop 
after observing alleged 
violations of state Vehicle 
and Traffic Law, the Sher-
iff ’s Office said.

Contact was made with 
the driver, identified as 
Lawrence Zimmermann, 
25, of Rochester. The dep-
uty suspected that Zim-
merman was possibly 
under the influence of al-
cohol and began a driving 
while intoxicated inves-
tigation, which included 
the performance of stan-
dardized field sobriety 
tests. At the completion 
of the roadside investiga-
tion, Zimmermann was 
taken into custody for 
DWI, the Sheriff ’s Office 
said.

During the course of 
the investigation, Zim-
mermann was also found 
to be in possession of a 
firearm with an altered 
serial number, metham-
phetamine, and MDMA, 
according to the Sheriff ’s 
Office

Zimmermann was tak-
en to the Sheriff ’s Office 
in Geneseo where he was 
administered a Breath-
alyzer to determine his 
blood alcohol content. 
The Breathalyzer revealed 
that Zimmermann had a 
BAC of 0.09%, the Sheriff ’s 

Office said.
In New York state, DWI 

is .08% BAC.
Z i m m e r m a n n  w a s 

charged with criminal 
possession of a firearm, a 
class E felony; second-de-
gree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a class 
C felony; third-degree 
criminal possession of a 
weapon, a class D felony; 
misdemeanor DWI, re-
sisting arrest, second-de-
gree obstructing govern-
mental administration, 
and violations of state Ve-
hicle and Traffic Law.

Z i m m e r m a n  w a s 
turned over to Central 
Booking deputies at Liv-
ingston County Jail for 
processing and pre-ar-
raignment detention. 
He was later arraigned at 
Livingston County Cen-
tralized Arraignment Part 
at Livingston County Jail 
before Town of Grove-
land Justice Mark Bean, 
who remanded Zimmer-
mann to the custody of 
the Sheriff on $2,500 cash 
bail or $5,000 bond. The 
Livingston County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office had 
requested the Zimmer-
mann be held on $5,000 
cash bail or $20,000 bond.

The Livingston County 
Public Defender’s Office 
represented Zimmer-
mann at his arraignment. 
The District Attorney’s Of-
fice also appeared at the 
arraignment.

Members of the Sher-
iff ’s Office Patrol Divi-
sion and the Avon Police 
Department also assisted 
with the investigation.

Lt. Gary Scott Memorial Highway: 
Honoring a Local Hero, Celebrating 

Black Excellence, Inspiring the Future

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Family, friends and dignitaries pose near the memorial highway sign honoring Lt. Gary A. Scott on Thursday. 
Scott, a Le Roy native, was killed in Vietnam in 1968 while saving the life of another soldier.

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS
Kathy Damann, cousin of Gary A. Scott, speaks Thursday during a ceremony in Tri-
gon Park, Le Roy, honoring Scott.

Rochester 
Man Facing 
Weapons, 

DWI Charges 
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Avon Stop
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By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to
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1926 – B.F. Bundy installs 
the first carwash in Le Roy; 
two cannons that flanked the 
Soldiers Monument are bur-
ied (They are dug up in 1943 
for the WW2 scrap drive).

1927 – Le Roy’s first radio 
station begins broadcasting; 
Donald Woodward buys the 
Orangeine Company of Chi-
cago; the first 24-hour police 
coverage is established; Le 
Roy National Bank moves 
into its new building.

1928 — the Town replac-
es the old steam roller with 
a new 4-cylinder gas roller; 
Donald Woodward buys 
the Friendship, a tri-motor 
Fokker in which Amelia Er-
hart crossed the Atlantic; 
the D.W. Woodward Air-
port opens in October. Huge 
crowds close the roads to the 
airport.

1929 – Amelia Erhart 
drives to Le Roy from Roch-
ester to visit the Friendship.

1930 – the Woodward Me-
morial Library, built from 
stone of Ingham University’s 
Art Conservatory, is dedicat-
ed; the Village trustees adopt 
Daylight Savings Time; the 
steeple of St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church is removed; the sec-
ond traffic light is installed 
at Myrtle and Clay Street; A 
double wedding ceremony 
is performed in flight aboard 
Donald Woodward’s air-
plane, the Friendship; The 
Triangle Tract Monument is 
dedicated on Summit Street.

1931 — Le Roy Central 
School presents the “Chron-
icles of American Photo-
plays” a series of 15 films 
produced by Yale Univer-
sity depicting the history 
of America; A raid uncov-
ers a small illegal brewery 
business on Church Street; 
The Jell-O plant operates 24 
hours a day to keep up with 
orders; Le Roy makes a bid 
for a Veterans Hospital to be 
built in Western New York; 
The Bank of Le Roy and Le 
Roy National Bank merge.

1932 — Russ Holderman 
of the D.W. Airport drops 
food to snow-bound Blue 
Bus passengers and motor-
ists trapped between Bergen 
and Batavia; Lake Lagrange, 
the source of Le Roy’s water, 
develops a leak; Union Steel 
Chest Company of Roches-
ter moves to Le Roy.

1933 – The Mary Lew 
Tourist Home and Tea Room 
on West Main is heavily 
damaged by fire.

1934 — The Historic Gan-
son Inn on East Main Road is 
razed; The Village of Le Roy 
celebrates its Centennial; 
400 Le Roy students strike in 
a protest against the Board of 
Education withholding the 
contract of history teacher, 

Cecil Crews; Eleanor Roo-
sevelt attends a reception 
given by Mrs. Donald Wood-
ward; Haskins Mill is de-
stroyed by fire.

1935 – Russell Holderman 
sets an unofficial aviation 
record by flipping a glider 50 
times at the D.W. Airport

1936 – The Eagle Hotel 
is damaged by fire; Charles 
Drayo eats 28 bananas in 9 
minutes to establish a new 
Western New York record; 
The dredging of the Oatka 
Creek channel from Main 
Street bridge to Red Bridge 
is completed; The Old Tyme 
Inn on the corner of Church 
Street and East Main Street is 
razed; The Town Board cre-
ates the Rural Fire District.

1937 – The Village adopts 
a three-hour parking limit on 
Village streets; Helen Wood-
ward Rivas donates the rec-
tory to St. Mark’s Church

1938 — The new Le Roy 
Post Office is dedicated; The 
Apple Blossom Festival is 
held in Le Roy; Houses on 
Gilbert Street, Clay Street, 
Myrtle Street, and Craigie 
Street are renumbered; the 
D.W. Airport is sold to a Buf-
falo firm.

1939 — The worst snow-
storm since 1900 hits Le Roy; 
The Village proposes per-
mitting turning right on red 
at Wolcott and Main; Swans 
are brought to the Oatka 
Creek; The Snow Cruiser for 
the Byrd expedition to South 
America stops in Texaco 
Town for repairs.

1940 — Tallulah Bank-
head performs in the Au-
ditorium; The Union Free 
School changes to the Le Roy 
Central School: Le Roy Rota-
ry Club is chartered; Le Roy 
Historical Society is char-
tered; A pictorial book “Le 
Roy 1940” is assembled and 
is displayed at the Library.

1941 – The sixth contin-
gent of draftees leaves Le Roy 
for the Army; Le Roy holds its 
first black-out practice; Le 
Roy Country Club is incor-
porated.

1942 – Wilkinson Institute 
of Aeronautics begins oper-
ation at the Woodward Air-
port to train civilian pilots; 
Le Roy adopts a “patriotic” 
speed of 40 mph to conserve 
tires and gasoline during 
the war; Red Bridge Dam 
is rebuilt; Lapp Insulator is 
awarded the Army-Navy E 
Award

1943 — Louis Steuber 
converts former Thomas 
Larkin home on Trigon Park 
into a funeral home; Le Roy 
Machine Company is orga-
nized by Art Grayson Sr.; Le 
Roy is the only town in the 
country to meet war fund 
quota (due to digging up 
the buried canons in Trigon 
Park); Pvt. Robert Thompson 
becomes the first Genesee 

County prisoner of war.
1944 — Police “clean up” 

all the pinball machines in 
town; The North-East Laun-
dry plant on West Main 
burns.

1945 – the Village pur-
chases a new 4-ton Brock-
way snow plow; the steeple 
on the Methodist Church 
is struck by lightning; the 
Lampson Block on the north 
side of Main Street burns and 
is razed; Knights of Colum-
bus is formed.

1946 — Pauline Winkle-
man, a Jell-O employee cro-
chets an 8-foot-square bed-
spread from the string taken 
from the tops of 3000 sugar 
bags.

1947 — Donald Wood-
ward’s East Main Estate is 
given to the University of 
Rochester for a home for 
children with cerebral palsy; 
one of the Le Roy swans is 
killed when it was swept over 
the dam during a rain storm.

1948 – Hickey Freeman 
Clothing Company estab-
lishes a branch factory in Le 
Roy.

1949 – The Le Roy Central 
School is established; fire de-
stroys part of the Union Steel 
Chest factory on Church 
Street

1950 — the Le Roy facil-
ity of the Associated Seed 
Growers, formerly N.B. Kee-
ney & Son. Keeney closes.

1951 — Olmsted Hall of 
the Presbyterian Church is 
dedicated to the memory of 
Elizabeth Allen Olmsted;

1952 — Oleo leads but-
ter in sales in Le Roy by 30 
pounds to 21 pounds

1953 — railroad passen-
ger service ends in Le Roy.

1954 — Hartwood Park is 
dedicated; Le Roy Exit 47 of 
the NYS Thruway officially 
opens with a ribbon cut-
ting by Governor Thomas E. 
Dewey

1955 — Le Roy Chamber 
of Commerce is chartered; 
radio communications be-
tween the Village Hall, the 
DPW, and the mayor are es-
tablished; ground is broken 
for Holy Family School; a 
proposal to issue bonds for 
$380,000 for a sanitary sewer 
is defeated by Le Roy voters

1956 — Jell-O offers 10 de-

licious flavors of its famous 
dessert

1957 — Excelsior Hook 
and Ladder Company cel-
ebrates 100th anniversary; 
the Canon Plumley Parish 
House is added to St. Mark’s 
Church; Jell-O celebrates 
60th anniversary; the back 
wall and porch of the Le Roy 
House are rebuilt

1958 – The first annual 
ball of the Police Benevolent 
Association is held at the 
Moose Club; Village Board 
approves change in zoning 
ordinance on West Main 
Street which allows the erec-
tion of a supermarket on the 
site of the old Butler House; 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Wood-
ward donate land north of 
the Post Office to the Village 
for a public park.

1959 – Frost Ridge Ski 
slope is developed; Donald 
Woodward dies at his Le Roy 
home on East Main Street; 
Lathrop Memorial Window 
is dedicated in Machpelah 
Cemetery Chapel

1960 – Maloney Block is 
destroyed by fire on corner 
of Bank Street and Main; 
second water line from Lake 
Perkins to Le Roy is installed; 
new parking meters are in-
stalled on Main Street; voters 
approve modern sewage dis-
posal facility

1961 — severe water 
shortage affects Le Roy; work 
begins on 490 Expressway 
to Rochester; Olive Branch 
Masonic Lodge celebrates 
150th anniversary; the Edith 
Hartwell Clinic closes; three 
flower beds in Trigon Park 
are removed because of ne-
glect

1962 — the wooden Le 
Roy Academy building be-
hind Le Roy House is demol-
ished and the stone from the 
foundation is used to build 
an addition to St. Mark’s 
Church; General Foods an-
nounces the closing of the Le 
Roy Jell-O factory; the Town 
adds radio units to highway 
trucks; Paula Heins of Le Roy 
is crowned Miss New York 
State; logs from the 1802 
Main Street Bridge are un-
covered while installing new 
sewer lines

1963 – Sisters of Mercy 
acquire Donald Woodward’s 

estate; NY State denies 
School Board request to en-
large school campus; Village 
Board approves request to 
build Rochester Telephone 
Building on Myrtle and Clay 
Street

1964 – Lapp Insulator 
sends relief to earthquake 
stricken Alaska by shipping 
insulators; Le Roy switches 
over to dial telephones; the 
Jell-O plant closes; Heaman 
Memorial carillon is dedi-
cated at St. Mark’s church

1965 – NY State acquires 
right of way along Rt 19 on 
Lake and Clay Streets; un-
identified objects are seen 
by several Le Royans; Star 
Market opens on West Main 
Street; 490 Western Express-
way to Rochester opens

1966 – ZIP Codes are initi-
ated in Le Roy – the “Blizzard 
of ‘66” strands 80 people in 
Le Roy; Lawless Container 
Corp. buys the former Jell-O 
factory.

1967 – the Saturday Eve-
ning Post features the Le Roy 
Fire Department; the former 
N.B. Keeney bean plant on 
Lake Street burns; Le Roy 
Chamber of Commerce sup-
ports merging of town and 
village; the old water tank on 
Summit Street is demolished

1968 – Le Roy approves 
fluoridation of the municipal 
water supply; the First Bap-
tist Church celebrates 150th 
anniversary; Tountas Coffee 
Shop is gutted by fire; dem-
olition of the Brust Building 
creates the walkway next to 
the Smoke Shop

1969 — Fire Department 
radio base is installed in 
Village Hall; Crockers Hard-
ware Stoe opens; Acme Mar-
ket opens at 15 West Main 
Street on site of the Butler 
Mansion; Lapp Insulator 
and Interpace merge; St. Pe-
ters Catholic Church cele-
brates 100th anniversary

1970 — construction be-
gins on swimming pool on 
Munson Street; Union Steel 
Chest workers go on strike; 
Le Roy Volunteer Ambu-
lance Service is organized; 
25 cars of the Lehigh Valley 
derail on Gulf Road and cre-
ate massive chemical spill

1971 — glass recycling 
begins at DPW garage on 
North Street; recycling of 
cans begins at Continental 
Can; Village employs full-
time dispatchers; the Marion 
steam shovel on Gulf Road is 
officially retired and placed 
on display; Oatka Hose Co. 
celebrates 100th anniversa-
ry; 25 degrees below zero on 
Christmas

1972 – B Line Bus Ser-
vice comes to Le Roy; voting 
machines impounded af-
ter Village elections; Maloy 

Restaurant on corner of Bank 
Street is razed; Townsend 
Oil Co. celebrates 50th an-
niversary; 6 yr old Beth Ann 
Condidiorio wins New York 
State “Miss La Petite” com-
petition; Derrick Monument 
Co is sold

1973 – Le Roy Methodists 
celebrate 150th anniversary; 
Union Steel Chest Compa-
ny moves to Arizona; Town 
plans to tap into Monroe 
County Water; Lapp Insula-
tor employees strike; bicy-
cle races are held on Main 
Street; proposal accepted for 
new fire hall adjacent to Mu-
nicipal building; energy cri-
sis shortens Christmas light 
display on Main Street, the 
lights are only lit for five days 
from 5 pm until 9 pm.

1974 — quarry on Cir-
cular Rd is considered for 
Monroe County landfill; 
new water treatment plant is 
approved by Le Roy voters; 
new fire house is completed; 
Creekside Regatta

1975 — Main Street bridge 
is reconstructed south of the 
bridge; Town votes against 
2.5 million dollar Monroe 
County landfill proposal; 
Upstate Milk Cooperative 
moves to Le Roy; Le Roy in-
terchange of the NYS Thru-
way is the busiest of the three 
Genesee County interchang-
es

1976 – Sewage treatment 
plant expansion begins; 
water and ice demolish the 
temporary foot bridge across 
Oatka Creek; X rated movie 
at the Le Roy Theater cre-
ates protests; cold storage on 
Church St. is razed; marquee 
of the theater is razed for 
Route 5 construction
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Amelia Earhart visited LeRoy on January 1, 1929. She drove to Le Roy from Rochester and had her photo taken in 
front of the Friendship airplane at the Woodward Airport on Asbury Road.
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37 Myrtle St. - LeRoy, NY 14482
www.derrickmonumentcompany.com

(585) 768-8470

Large Display of Granite Memorials,
Cemetery Lettering and Much More

Derrick Monument Company Inc.
Celebrating 111 Years and 3 Generations

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend reg-
ularly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist 
Church a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am 
and our Sunday worship service typically includes sing-

ing a mix of both traditional and contemporary songs 
and hymns, a children’s message, and a sermon from the 

Word of God. 
  

First Baptist Church of Le Roy
5 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am. 

  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
We welcome all to join us for Sunday service

every week at 10:00am.
The Thrift Shop is now open on Tuesdays from 

10:00am - noon, and Saturdays
from 9:00am – noon.

Donations may be brought to the church on Monday,
Wednesday, or Thursday 9:00am – noon.

 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy • (585) 768-8980

office@Le Royumcny.org • www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 
Living Waters Church

30 Main St., Le Roy  • (585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy • (585) 768-6543
ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org

Mass Times @ OLM:
Saturday Vigil 4:30pm

Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm
Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.

Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm

Weekday: 7:30am Thursday
Mass times may change in the near future.

YouTube Livestream:
youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams

 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

1 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

Honor the cherished memory of a 
loved one with a personal tribute.

Local News & Community • In Print & Online
585-250-0555 | www.thedailynewsonline.com/leroyweekendgazette

Place an obituary in The Le Roy Weekend Gazette starting at $75 for 5”. Each 
additional inch in depth will cost $15. Adding a standard size photo will cost 
$15. If you would like to run the obituary in either The Daily News or Livings-
ton County News in addition to The LWG, the obituary can be repeated at 50% 
of the original cost.

Newspapers offer a historical account of the communities they serve and we 
do not want to exclude anyone from our obituary page due to inability to pay. 
Therefore, a one-inch death notice that only lists the name, age, town, date of 
death and occupation of the deceased will be free of charge. The funeral home 
needs to note in their email that the obituary will be free. As such, the name of 
the Funeral Home will not be published in the free obituary.

The LWG allows Funeral Homes to publish a “partial” obituary. There is no charge 
for a partial as long as a complete obituary is forthcoming. If for any reason a full  
obituary is not published, The LWG will charge the minimum $75 obituary fee.

Call us for more information on deadlines and placement details.

Check out our store
to see what obituary
keepsakes we sell!

NewsKeepsake.com/Pages/Batavia-News
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PRESS RELEASE
The Hope Center of Le Roy

Le Roy, get ready to fire up 
your appetite and support a 
great cause. The Hope Center 
is hosting Smoke For Hope, a 
one-of-a-kind smoked meat 
competition and community 
fundraiser on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12, from 12 p.m. to 
5 p.m., at Tracy B’s Farm Mar-
ket & Brewery.

Smoke For Hope will bring 
together local amateur cook-
ing teams, community mem-
bers, families and food lovers 
for an afternoon filled with 
incredible barbecue, music, 
raffles and plenty of fun, all 
while raising funds to support 
the Hope Center and its pro-
grams serving individuals and 
families throughout Genesee 
County and surrounding ar-
eas.

Teams will compete for 
bragging rights and prizes in 
categories such as Best Chick-
en Wings, Best Pork Butt and 
Best Ribs. Attendees will also 
have the opportunity to select 
their favorite contestant for 
the coveted People’s Choice 
Award.

Guests will have the op-
portunity to sample a variety 
of smoked meats and decide 
which team deserves their 
vote!

This event is graciously 
sponsored by, and made pos-
sible by Tracy B’s Market & 
Farm Brewery, Save-A-Lot, 
Garner Farms and Batavia Le-
gal Printing.

A Community Event with 
Something for Everyone

Admission is $25 per per-
son, with children age 10 and 
under admitted free. Each 
adult admission includes a 
food ticket for pig roast (do-
nated by Garner Farms), hot 
dog, sides and water, plus a 
tasting at each of the compet-
ing booths.

In addition to the barbecue 
competition, guests can en-
joy:

· Live music featuring a DJ 
Jimmy B5 (noon to 5), and 
band starting at 6pm

· Basket raffles and door 
prizes

· 50/50 raffle
· Dessert vendors
· Bounce house
· Face painting
· Plenty of food, fun and 

family-friendly entertainment
The event will be held rain 

or shine.
Supporting Hope in Our 

Community
Proceeds from Smoke For 

Hope will benefit the Hope 
Center, a nonprofit communi-
ty center dedicated to provid-
ing programs and opportuni-
ties that help individuals and 
families grow, connect and 
thrive.

The Hope Center’s pro-
grams include Fresh Start 
Tutoring, which provides 
free tutoring for students and 
adult literacy learners; Senior 
Moments, a respite program 
for caregivers caring for loved 
ones with Alzheimer’s/de-
mentia; Women’s health and 
wellness workshops through 
Made to Bloom; Men of Hope, 
our senior citizens outreach 
program offering handyman 
type services; Vessels, our 
newest program and club for 
tween girls grades 3 through 6; 
and other programs designed 
to bring hope, connection and 
practical support to the com-
munity.

“Smoke For Hope is about 
much more than barbecue,” 
said Gina Lathan, Director of 
the Hope Center. “It’s about 
bringing our community to-
gether, having a great time and 
helping make sure the Hope 
Center can continue provid-
ing programs that make a dif-
ference in people’s lives. We 
can’t think of a better combi-
nation than good food, good 
friends and a good cause.”

Come Hungry. Leave In-
spired.

Whether you’re a barbe-
cue enthusiast, a competitive 
cook, a family looking for a fun 
afternoon or simply some-
one who wants to support 
the Hope Center, Smoke For 
Hope promises to be an event 
worth attending.

Smoke For Hope Satur-
day, September 12, 2026

12 p.m.– 5 p.m. Tracy B’s 

Farm Market & Brewery, 
8041 East Main Rd, Le Roy 
NY

Admission: $25 | Children 
10 & under: Free

Rain or shine
For more information 

about Smoke For Hope or the 
Hope Center, visit the Hope 
Center’s social media pages 
or contact the Hope Center of 
Le Roy.

About the Hope Center
The Hope Center is a non-

profit community center serv-
ing Le Roy and the surround-
ing GLOW region. Through 
educational programs, senior 
support, community work-
shops and outreach initia-
tives, the Hope Center works 
to create opportunities for 
people of all ages to connect, 
grow and find hope.

‘Smoke For Hope’ Brings Big 
Flavor, Friendly Competition, 

and Community Fun to 
Benefit Hope Center

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Hope Center Director Gina Lathan (left) with Fresh Start Director Amy Thompson (right) at an open house for the 
new Hope Center location in early 2026.

Over recent months 
we have made a lot of 
progress in our effort to 
be more efficient at the 
Village Hall. Reduced our 
incoming phone and fax 
lines from 16 to two, a new 

computer service and 
management company, 
a new internet provider, 
four new employees. Our 
comprehensive plan has 
been updated. While this 
has not been easy, we do 

feel the progress will be 
very much worth it.

John Allen has ten-
dered his letter of res-
ignation on the zoning 
board of appeals. John has 
served for over 10 years 
and done a great job.

Last week a portion 
of Rt. 19 was dedicated 
to Le Roy Vietnam war 
hero Gary Scott. Senator 
George Borrello and As-
semblyman Hawley did 
the dedication, but in re-
ality, it was the tireless 
effort from Lynne Bellus-
cio that made this come 
to be, Lynn would not let 

this project die as just an-
other good idea. With the 
Scott’s friends and family 
at the celebration as well 
as Gary’s comrade in arm 
and the support of our 
own American Legion it 
was a great event.

As school begins back 
please be ware of the chil-
dren walking and stopped 
school busses. Enjoy La-
bor Day.

“The way I see it, if you 
want the rainbow, you’ve 
got to put up with the 
rain.”

R.I.P Dolly Parton

Douglas Clayton Per-
rine, 78, of Caledonia, N.Y., 
passed away on Friday Aug. 
28, 2026 at his home.

He was born on Sept. 26, 
1947, in Warsaw, New York 
a son to the late Earl E. Per-
rine and Nancy F. (Gardner) 
Yager.

Doug graduated from 
Letchworth Central High 
School class of 1965. He 
enlisted in the US Navy and 
served during the Vietnam 
War.

Doug worked for Fron-
tier Telephone Company 
retiring in 2018. He was a 
member of the Caledonia 
VFW and American Legion. 
He enjoyed his time spent 
with friends at their monthly 
gatherings for lunch. In his 
youth Doug enjoyed hunt-
ing.

He is survived by a broth-
er: Dana (Lucinda) Perrine 
of Holiday, Fla., two half 
sisters: Susan Perrine of 
Perry, Jacqueline Perrine of 
Bradenton, Fla., along with 
several nieces, nephews 
and friends.

Along with his parents, 
Doug is preceded in death 
by a half sister: Karen Mix.

Family and friends may 

call from 1 to 4 p.m. on Sat-
urday Sept. 12 at the Ea-
ton-Watson Funeral Home 
98 North Main St. in Perry 
where services will follow at 
4 p.m.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Castile 
Fire Department P.O. Box 
98 or Rescue Squad P.O. 
Box 338 Castile, New York 
14427.

For more information, 
please call (585) 237-2626 
or to leave a message of 
condolence, visit www.
eatonwatsonfuneralhome.
com. Arrangements com-
pleted by Eaton-Watson 
Funeral Home, 98 North 
Main Street, Perry, New 
York 14530.

Douglas Clayton Perrine 

Perrine
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Saturday - Sunday  
September 5-6

Starting 2pm on Sept. 5
Ending 9pm on Sept. 6

2026 Wings Over Batavia 
Air Show

We’re thrilled to share 
that the show will be back 
September 5 & 6 to light 

up the night above Batavia 
Airport!

Wings Over Batavia has 
become the area’s can’t-

miss event of the summer, 
always featuring world-
class performers putting 
on breathtaking displays. 
The performances begin 
in the late afternoon and 

continue into the evening, 
concluding with our iconic 

pyromusical. And with 
this year being the 250th 

anniversary of the United 
States, we’ll be taking our 
show to historical heights 

to celebrate!
Tickets are on sale now! 

Check out our website to 
get yours today! https://
wingsoverbatavia.com/

tickets/
Genesee County Airport
4701 E. Saile Dr., Batavia

•

Saturday - Monday  
September 5-7

Starting 10am on Sept. 5
Ending 7pm on Sept. 7

2026 Wings Over Batavia 
Air Show

Come celebrate Labor Day 
weekend with great food, 
outstanding live music, 

local artisans, family activ-
ities, and one of Western 
New York’s favorite com-

munity festivals.
Triangle Park

5 N Pearl St., Oakfield NY
•

Sun. September 6
12 - 7pm

Olcott Beach Jazz Trail
Here is our 2026 Olcott 

Beach Jazz Trail line up! 
See you on Sunday, Sep-
tember 6th for this FREE 

event!!!
Krull Park, Olcott Beach
6000 E Main St., Olcott NY 

•

Mon. September 7
12pm

Oakfield Labor Daze Car 
Cruise

Be sure to join us at our Car 
Cruise! We will have LIVE 
music, giveaways & food 

vendors.
We will also be featuring 

your car, if you participate 
in our parade prior to the 

Cruise In.
Be sure to click on the FREE 

ticket link to register! You 
will receive a FREE gift for 

just showing up & showing 
off! 

Webber Avenue
25 Webber Ave., Oakfield 

NY 
• 

Fri. September 11
7:15 - 9:15pm

Vessels Free Outdoor 
Movie Night

Vessels is a faith-based 
girls’ club with locations 
across the country. Each 
week, girls learn about 
a woman of the Bible to 
identify what made her 

unique, how she filled her 
life (her vessel), and ex-

amine her life to see if she 
allowed God to use her (or 
not). Through fun, hands-
on activities we will learn 

practical-apply-it-today 
wisdom. FREE Admis-

sion and includes drinks, 
snacks and the movie  

“David” (2025)! Bring a 
lawn chair and a friend!  

Calvary Baptist Church
8703 Lake Street Rd.,  

Le Roy NY 
•

9pm
The Real News at 34 Rush!
Live at 34 Rush in Batavia 

Downs. Cya out~!
Batavia Downs

8315 Park Road, Batavia NY 

•

Sat. September 12
Whole Day

Le Roy Community Wide 
Garage Sale

Nancy Crocker and Mollie 
Mart are looking to add 
more addresses to the 

LeRoy community garage 
sale list on September 12! 

Add your name by contact-
ing her at 585-314-7982 

or emailing nancycrock-
er619@gmail.com

Don’t wait! Let’s make this 
bigger than ever!
Village of Le Roy

Le Roy, NY 
• 

10am - 3pm
Farm Fest 2026

Join us for the Livingston 
County Farm Fest 2026!!
Our host farm this year is 

Coyne Farms, a multi-gen-
erational dairy farm in 
Avon, NY. Come out to 

learn more about LivCo 
agriculture, and where 
your food comes from! 
Food vendors, petting 

zoo, educational wagon 
ride, fun activities, and 

much more!! The perfect 
kid-friendly event to cap off 

the summer and start the 
school year!

Free to all attendees.
Coyne Farms Dairy

1770 Jenks Rd., Avon NY 

•

Sat. September 19
4:30 - 9:30pm

Wreckfest 2026
THE GREATEST SHOW 
OF THE SEASON!! YOU 

WONT WANT TO MISS 
THIS FULL SIZE BUS 

DEMOLITION DERBY, 100 
LAP ENDURO, TRAILER 
JUMP STUNT AND WAY 
MORE ,Great food great 

fun for the whole family!!!
Merrittville Speedway
2371 Merrittville Hwy, 

Thorold, Ontario

•

Sat. September 26
9am - 4:30pm

13th Annual Scottsville 
Car Show

Registration 9-12 all regis-
tration is done in person! 
THERE IS NO PRE REG-

ISTRATION! Don’t let the 
scammers get you!

Awards 3:30
Drivers $20

Spectators free
Johnson Park

98 2nd St., Scottsville NY 
• 

10am - 3pm
Robert’s Car Show

Trophies, dash plaques, 
door prizes and maybe a 

few other things.
Roberts Wesleyan Uni-

versity
2301 Westside Dr.,  

Rochester NY 

•

Sun. September 27
10am

47th Apple Harvest Fes-
tival

Celebrating the annual 
local harvest! Enjoy one of 
Newfane’s longest running 
gatherings. Visit and enjoy 

great food & drinks, flea 
market & craft vendors, Art 
Gladow’s Famous Chicken 
Chowder (sold by the bowl 

and take-home gallons), 
live performances, his-

torical demonstrations & 
reenactments, and more...
plus all our Country Village 

exhibits will be open! 
Please come and support 

Newfane’s Historical 
Society.

Free Parking & Free Admis-
sion

Join us rain or shine
No pets please

Please Note: expect some 

loud sounds from working 
engines, equipment and 

gunfire.
Hevol House Museum

2685 W Creek Rd.,  
Newfane NY

_________________

ONGOING:
•

Mondays
6 - 10pm

Modern Monday
$10 entry (includes 1 

booster pack of current set)
Weekly event:

Sign-ups begin at 5:00 pm
Round 1 begins promptly 

at 6 pm
Players entering after 6 pm 
will receive a round 1 loss

Format: Modern  
Constructed. 3 rounds

Prizes: Go 3-0 and get $15 
in Store Credit!

Go 2-1 and get $5 in Store 
Credit!

Additional prizes will be 
awarded based upon 1st, 

2nd, 3rd place running 
leader board for this event 
and set. Final day will be 

last  
Monday prior to pre-re-

lease of the next set.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy
•

Tuesdays
6 - 8pm

Weekly Flesh & Blood 
Armory

We would love to offer the 
community FaB at our 

play space. We are open to 
hosting whatever people 
are interested in playing! 

Bring a friend or group on 
out and enjoy yourselves! 

Top 6 prizes.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy 
•

Wednesdays
6:30 - 7:30pm

Join the Crafty Crafters
Official Start Date of the 
Crafty Crafters, Wednes-

day, September 2nd at 6:30 
pm at York Baptist Church 

in the gathering room! 
Everyone is welcome, from 
beginner to expert! All ages 

are welcome to participate. 
Please bring your own knit-

ting, crocheting, quilting, 
and embroidery materials, 
and a good “yarn” to spin!

First Baptist Church
5 E. Main St., Le Roy 

•

Thursdays
5 - 8pm

From May 21st 
to September 10th

Cruisin’ at the Corral
Come Showcase Your 

Pride & Joy! ... and relax 
with the Cruiser fellowship 

of Cruisin’ at the Corral 
Join us for one of Western 
New York’s finest displays 

of classic cars, trucks & 
motorcycles! FUN FOR 

ALL !!! Old Cars • New Cars 
• Sports Cars • Muscle Cars 
Trucks • Motorcycles • Spe-

cialty Cars INFO: - Some 
come early, some stay late! 
- Most vehicles arrive be-

tween 5:15-5:45pm - This is 
a relaxed event of Cruiser 

fellowship. - Please wait for 
an attendant to be present 
before parking in the field. 
- Join us in the stage area 

around 6:30pm
Charcoal Corral & 

Silver Lake Twin Drive-In
7037 Chapman Ave., 

Perry NY
•

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering

People are welcome to 
come (in pairs or groups) 
anytime during our busi-
ness hours (1-7pm) and 
play free play. Sign up for 

the event through the WPN 
event link website. People 
are welcome to do this any 
day (Mon-Sun) between 
1-7pm. D&D, Pokémon, 

YuGiOh, or any other 
family friendly game play 

also welcomed in our game 
room! 

Contact us via call or text if 
you have any questions

(585) 356-7579
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy

1. HISTORY: When did Labor Day 
become a federal holiday?

2. ANIMAL KINGDOM: Which 
animal can hop from side to side but 
can’t walk forward or backward?

3. MOVIES: What is the only inter-
national (non-English) movie to date 
that has won the Best Picture Oscar?

4. LANGUAGE: What does the Lat-
in word “alibi” mean in English?

5. FOOD & DRINK: Which country 
is known for the soup called pho?

6. GEOGRAPHY: What is the larg-
est bay in the world?

7. MUSIC: What 1996 song by Los 
del Rio became an international dance 
phenomenon?

8. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who is the 
only president to be elected unani-
mously by the Electoral College?

9. SCIENCE: How many times does 
the average human blink per minute?

10. TELEVISION: What is Sponge-
Bob’s pet named in the animated series 
“SpongeBob SquarePants”?

Trivia answers
1. 1894.
2. Kangaroo.
3. “Parasite,” 2019.
4. “Elsewhere.”
5. Vietnam.
6. Bay of Bengal.
7. “Macarena.”
8. George Washington.
9. 15 to 20 times.
10. Gary.
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By MIKE ROSE 
mrose@batavianews.com

ORCHARD PARK — The 
Buffalo Bills 53-man ros-
ter was set Sunday, and the 
practice squad was finalized 
Monday, giving Buffalo a 
starting point for how it will 
operate this season.

A few surprises came with 
the roster reveal in terms of 
guys we kept and others we 
didn’t.

Perhaps the most inter-
esting decisions came at cor-
nerback, with Kani Walker 
and Toriano Pride Jr. among 
those cut loose and the team 
electing to keep only five 
players at the spot, and three 
true outside corners. Chris-
tian Benford, Maxwell Hair-
ston, Davison Igbinosun, 
Dee Alford and Jordan Han-
cock ultimately made the cut 
for the 53-man unit; Walk-
er returned on the practice 
squad, while Pride Jr. ended 
up claimed by the Cleveland 
Browns.

Bills general manager 
Brandon Beane discussed 
the various decisions that 
had to be made at the posi-
tion.

“I mean obviously it’s a 
valuable position,” Beane 
said. “When you’re cutting 
your roster down, you’re 
having a lot of those discus-
sions. Do you keep this line-
man? Do you keep this? We 
went probably one extra at 
O-line. Do you keep five wide 
receivers? Do you keep six? 
And then you’re obviously 
talking about, all right, who, 
if you’re going to release, is 
this a veteran? Is that some-
one you don’t have to worry 
about them going through 
waivers or someone signing?

“Obviously, we lost T. 
Pride, hoping to get him 
back, knowing he’s a draft 
pick and a speed player. 
We’re excited to get Kani 
back. Again, you save one 
more corner, you lose some-
thing else. You’d love to keep 
more than 53 sometimes, 
and so we do like the guys 
that we have on the 53, and 
then we also like some of 
the practice squad players, 
and we’ll just take that week 
by week. Thought Kani did a 
good job. I think he’s a young 
player, and he’ll continue 
working not only as a corner, 
but understanding when his 
opportunity comes, special 
teams factors into those de-
cisions as well, and continue 

to kind of improve there.”
As for if he felt the team 

needed a veteran addition 
at the position with so many 
young players there, Beane 
feels comfortable with what 
they have right now.

“I feel really good about 
what’s on the 53, I do, as-
suming you can stay healthy, 
that’s the one thing you can 
never predict,” he said. “Ob-
viously Christian speaks for 
himself. I’m excited about 
Max, IGB, and Dee Alford. 
I think he’s (Alford) shown 
a lot not only in the games, 
but you guys have been at 
practices seeing what he’s 
playing. That’s the great 
thing about Dee. He is our 
starting nickel, but Jordan 
Hancock’s done a nice job. If 
we feel like we need to move 
Dee outside for an injury or 
whatever’s going on, we can 
do that as well. So again, as 
we build our roster in differ-
ent positions, we’re trying to 
have guys like the Hancock’s 
of the world that can play. 
Cam Lewis did that for us 
for a number of years, that 
can play multiple spots, and 
that helps you on game day 
because we talk about the 
48 as much as we talk about 
the 53, who you can get up, 
who you can’t get up. We’re 
monitoring a lot of positions 
and where the vets are. The 
streets have been flooded 
with a lot of players, the prac-
tice squads are taking a num-
ber of those, but there’s still 
a number of vets out there. 
Different positions, and so 
yeah, we’ll monitor that each 
week, but I like where we’re 
at to start.”

Hairston struggled at 
times this summer, and the 
cornerback room beyond 
Benford will once again be a 
question to start the season. 
Beane alluded to the fact that 
while they have confidence 
in their second-year corner-
back, he will have to perform 
to hold off Igbinosun.

“...We have a lot of confi-
dence in him (Hairston). I 
think IGB has done a really 
good job. If we didn’t have 
confidence in him, we just sit 
him down and throw IGB in. 
He’s a young player that he’s 
going to continue to push 
his way, and Max knows that 
he’ll have to play at a certain 
level or there’s a young man 
here who’s ready to show-
case what he can do,” Beane 
said.

Another big surprise came 
with the Bills keeping four 
tight ends and no fullback 
on the roster, cutting Ben 
VanSumeran while keeping 
Keleki Latu. VanSumeran 
landed on the Kansas City 
Chiefs practice squad. After 
Reggie Gilliam left in free 
agency, many wondered if 
the Bills would carry a full-
back on the roster this sea-
son, but the talent in the tight 
end room did enough to fill 
the void in Joe Brady’s mind.

“Yeah, I said it last week, 
right? We got to find a way to 
build our best 53, and some 
of that is also taking into con-
sideration what the 48 is go-
ing to look like. And the for-
tunate thing we have is such 
a unique tight end room that 
you have the ability to build a 
lot of different structures and 
play 10 personnel sets, 20 
personnel sets, and do a lot 
of different things with that. 
And so, that’s part of it. But 
yeah, no. I mean, look: ideal 
world is you keep a lot from 
every position, but the real-
ity of it is you can’t. And I’m 
really excited about the of-
fense that we’re able to keep 
and the tight ends that we’re 
able to keep that allow us 
to do some of those things,” 
Brady said.

For Latu, it was the culmi-
nation of an excellent sum-
mer where even in a crowd-
ed and talented tight end 
room behind Dalton Kin-
caid, Dawson Knox and Jack-
son Hawes, he found a spot.

“That young man has 
come a long way from 12 
months ago. I don’t think 
he was nearly pushing for 
a roster spot coming out of 
the rookie camp, but he’s 
just gotten better and bet-
ter to the point last season, 
we ended up expiring all his 
elevations, and he’s a guy 
that Josh Allen and all of his 
offensive teammates trust. 
And I think the thing that I 
saw — the passing game was 
there last year, but I think 
this guy really focused on 
his play strength and his run 
blocking, being a more com-
plete tight end. He’s a lon-
ger-levered guy, so it’s easier 
for guys to get up under his 
pads, but him just getting his 
leverage, getting his hands, 
his angles. You know, Rob 
Boras does a great job, he’s 
been a long-time coach in 
our league, and that’s a real-
ly good room. And it’s a hard 

room to make. We went extra 
there, we’ve usually kind of 
gone with three, but again, 
you’re trying to keep your 
best 53 players that you can, 
and thought he earned that 
opportunity,” Beane said.

Other roster decisions in-
cluded keeping 10 offensive 
linemen, trading away Se-
drick Van Pran-Granger to 
the Indianapolis Colts, and 
going heavy on the defensive 
line and outside linebacker 
spots while staying lighter on 
the inside linebackers and 
wide receivers.

Beane had high praise for 
the four inside linebackers 
they did opt to keep on the 
53-man roster, Terrel Ber-
nard, Dorian Williams, Ka-
leb Elarms-Orr and Joe An-
dreessen.

“Yeah, I mean, we love 
our guys that we have, and 
Dorian, this is his first chance 
as well, competing with him 
(Elarms-Orr) to start. Obvi-
ously, TB nicked up a little 
bit, hoping to get him back 
to full health, hopefully be-
fore game one, we’ll see. 
Assuming he can go, then 
you got those two guys com-
peting for that other spot. 
One would be a backup and 
then Buffalo Joe. I mean, he 
is as steady as you could ask 
for. One of those guys that I 
would say the coaches don’t 
feel like needs a ton of reps. 
The guy just knows ball, can 
play multiple spots, real-
ly became a special team 
standout for us. I know Jeff 
Rodgers is excited about his 
role there, but he’ll be one of 
those backups that if some-
thing happens in either spot, 
he’d be willing to jump in 
and then be one of our lead-
ers on teams,” he said.

The decision to keep five 
wide receivers was notable 
as it left Buffalo without a 
natural pick to fill the void at 

punt returner. The Bills did 
add Greg Dortch to the prac-
tice squad, and Beane men-
tioned him among guys who 
will be in the mix.

“I think we’ve got some 
guys that can do it. You’re 
looking at what roles they’re 
playing, whether it’s Khalil 
Shakir, Dee Alford, guys like 
that. Ray, we’ve obvious-
ly given some opportuni-
ties. I know he had the one 
muff. Still something we’re 
working with him on, and 
we brought in Greg Dortch 
yesterday, added him to the 
practice squad. He’s had a lot 
of success as a dual returner 
in the league. We have op-
tions. We’ll kind of play that. 
I can’t tell you who’s going 
to line up Week 1 yet. We’re 
kind of sorting through that 
as we go into the next couple 
of weeks,” Beane said.

Brady wouldn’t commit 
to anybody yet, but the team 
will work to figure things out 
over the next two weeks prior 
to the first game.

“Yeah, I think we have a 
healthy group of guys that 
can go out there and get the 
job done. We have guys that 
have done it in live games. 
We have guys that haven’t, 
but have shown and got a 
lot of the work to have that 
opportunity. And so, we still 
don’t play for two weeks, so 
that’s going to be part of the 
processes of us kind of going 

through it, but we like what 
we were able to kind of bring 
in, even with what the guys 
that we have on the roster,” 
Brady said.

On the injury front, defen-
sive tackle Zane Durant, who 
hit injured reserve during 
roster cuts, is dealing with 
a neck injury according to 
Beane. He said the team 
hopes to have him back af-
ter missing the minimum 
amount of time. Beane also 
noted that CJ Gardner-John-
son’s injury was different 
from the hamstring strain he 
suffered earlier in training 
camp. He returned to prac-
tice on Tuesday along with 
Connor McGovern, Keon 
Coleman, Terrel Bernard 
and Ed Oliver.

Ty Johnson, Khalil Hsa-
kir, Javon Solomon and Jude 
Bowry remained out on 
Tuesday, with Jalen Kilgo-
re and Jordan Hancock also 
missing Tuesday’s action.

Additionally, the newly 
acquired practice squad of-
fensive tackle Jedrick Wills 
did not practice as he contin-
ues to ramp up from a back 
issue he suffered.

Buffalo will practice one 
more time this week on 
Wednesday before work-
ing into next week’s prep for 
Week 1 against the Houston 
Texans.

DECISION DAY
Beane, Brady on Bills roster cuts, 

practice squad pickups, injury updates

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Bills General Manager Brandon Beane at the podium on Tuesday.
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he had served under. He 
said, ‘I served under a great 
many officers and consider 
Lieutenant Scott the most 
worthy to emulate. To-
night, our nation mourns 
the death of Martin Luther 
King. I mourn the death of 
another leader, Lieutenant 
Gary Scott.’”

One of the speakers 
at the event, Jacob Gil-
bert-Mahoney, who was 
there on behalf Governor 
Kathy Hochul’s office, even 
found a special personal 
connection to Scott’s story.

“My Uncle Gary called 
me, who was over in Victor. 
I was just driving, and he 
was like, ‘hey, I heard about 
this through the grapevine 
about this celebration... 
you know I’m named af-
ter Lieutenant Gary Scott, 
right?’” Gilbert-Mahoney 
said.

His uncle is one of three 
people from the local area 
he knew were named after 
Scott, showing the reach 
that Scott’s story has con-
tinued to have.

“It’s a strange, greater 
Rochester, Monroe County, 
New York State connection 
that always resonates at 
these things and made this 
occasion so much more 

personal for me, as it has 
for many individuals,” Gil-
bert-Mahoney added.

That reach is extended 
through a local scholarship 
that bears Scott’s name as 
well, given out to Le Roy 
High School students an-
nually. Past recipients of 

the scholarship were in at-
tendance and even said a 
few words, including 2009 
LHS graduate Rachael 
Blackshear Morrow.

The most recent winner 
of the scholarship was Car-
son Caton, who was also in 
attendance at the ceremo-

ny.
“Prior to being awarded 

this scholarship, I had no 
knowledge at all of Gary 
Scott,” Caton said. “Hear-
ing his story was very emo-
tional, and it was an ab-
solute honor to know his 
story and to win the award 

to carry on his legacy.”
The scholarship is main-

tained by Damann, Bruen 
and other former college 
roommates and friends of 
Scott’s, and the group is 
continuing to ramp up ef-
forts to preserve it.

“If we don’t get new do-

nors, (the scholarship) will 
expire,” Damann said. “It 
would be a shameful thing. 
It really would be to me, it 
would be Gary dying his 
second death because I 
look at this award as his liv-
ing legacy, and if it ends, I 
just feel as though it would 
be that drastic to me.”

The scholarship efforts, 
along with the new Memo-
rial Highway sign, is some-
thing that Damann hopes 
will continue to be fully 
embraced by the commu-
nity for years to come.

“I hope people have 
learned more about Gary, 
because I think if it’s just 
the scholarship, it’s kind of 
that closed community of 
the high school,” Damann 
said. “You hear Gary’s story 
at honors night, somebody 
gets the award, very nice. 
But this highway brings it 
out in the open to the com-
munity at large, and that is 
unspeakably important to 
me.”

“They will see the sign, 
they will see his name and 
know that it represents a 
young man who grew up in 
this community, was mold-
ed by the teachers in school 
and neighbors and friends. 
And Gary is this communi-
ty, and I want them to own 
it and to be proud of it.”

Scott
From A1

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Jim Bruen speaks about his friend and former college roommate, Gary A. Scott, at Trigon Park on Thursday. Bru-
en said Scott joined the infantry to make a statement.
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Coaches – We Want Your Game Recaps!
Had a big win? Standout performance? Milestone moment?

Send your game recaps, stats, and
photos directly to our Sports Department at

SZerillo@BataviaNews.com for publication consideration.

Be sure to include:
•Final score  •Complete player stats
•Highlights of the game •Your name and contact information

Help us highlight your athletes and celebrate local sports in our community!
Email: SZerillo@BataviaNews.com
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By AIDEN LOCKE
alocke@batavianews.com

The Le Roy/Caledo-
nia-Mumford football pro-
gram is locked and loaded 
for a run at a Section V Class 
C title.

“We try and take it one 
week at a time and more so 
one day, one practice, one 
rep, one drill at a time,” Ri-
vals head coach Mike Hum-
phrey said. “I like where we 
are; we’ve come a long way 
from the first day of practice, 
and that’s the idea: we’re just 
trying to get better every sin-
gle day.

“This is a competitive 
group that will play the game 
with a lot of enthusiasm...I’m 
excited to see this team 
do everything they can to 
achieve their goals.”

The Rivals campaign a 
year ago fell short in the 
Section V Class C semifinal. 
The postseason loss came to 
eventual champions and top 
seed Alexander/Pembroke, 
27-0. Their season record 
finished 6-4.

“It’s just motivation,” Ri-
vals quarterback Brady Mc-
Clurg said. “When you’re in 
the gym trying to get those 
few last reps in, you think 
of it, and it helps you push 
further...it’s haunting, the 
seniors that left, you have 
to carry on their legacy, and 
with the group we got I think 
we can do that.”

“We’re not making any 
excuses about what hap-
pened,” Humphrey said. 
“We lost to a really good 
team, and we hoped to put 
up a better performance 
and didn’t. We aren’t happy 
about how last year ended, 

and we’re ready to rebound.”
McClurg returns as a 

third-year starter this sea-
son to lead the charge after 
delivering an impressive ju-
nior campaign in 2025. He 
threw 16 touchdowns with 
just four interceptions while 
rushing for 239 yards and 
four touchdowns on offense. 
He was also a key cog defen-
sively at safety, recording a 
team-leading three inter-
ceptions.

“Anyone who’s been 
around as long as he (Mc-
Clurg) has, they know the 
ropes; he’s an extension of 
the coaching staff,” Hum-
phrey said. “He means a ton, 
and we’ll need a little more 
on both sides of the ball just 
like the other guys playing 
both sides of the ball; he 
means a lot, and we’re going 
to lean on him quite a bit.”

McClurg is far from the 
only returning player in this 
lineup, as the Rivals are lit-
tered with experience on the 
2026 team alongside Mc-
Clurg.

“This is a senior-led team 
with a lot of motivation this 
season,” Humphrey said.

In front of McClurg, line-
men Mike Fortuna, Simon 
Greene and Mark Loomis 
return in the trenches. Run-
ning back Zach Boop will be 
the go-to runner in 2026, re-
placing last season’s leading 
rusher Cameron Riggi (525 
yards, 6 TDs).

“I think we’ve got a hand-
ful of guys and we can spread 
the wealth,” Humphrey said. 
“You try not to have any ten-
dencies and part of that is 
spreading the wealth of who 
is carrying the ball.”

The defensive approach 
will be unchanged in 2026. 
A year ago, the Rivals had 11 
players eclipse double-digit 
tackle totals for the season, 
including five who average 
three or more a night, but no 
individual had more than 63 
tackles overall.

“We’re hoping to have 11 
guys who just fly to the foot-
ball,” Humphrey said. “There 
might not be a guy who gets 
15 tackles a game or who gets 
an interception or a sack...
defense is by committee...
it starts up front, we want to 
be destructive with our front 
seven and work from there.”

As the Rivals enter year 
three of the merger be-
tween Le Roy and Caledo-
nia-Mumford, team bonding 
continues to be a major key 
for the team. That includes 
going beyond the field for 
this group, with player-orga-
nized dinners thrown weekly 
throughout the season. Be-
ing able to get together away 
from the game each week is 
huge for team building.

“Those spaghetti dinners 
on Thursdays, can’t wait for 
them,” McClurg said.

“Coaches don’t go...It’s 
just another way for those 
kids to get together outside 
of school, and when you 
have two districts, stuff like 
that becomes even more im-
portant,” Humphrey said.

Both Humphrey and Mc-
Clurg are excited to get to 
work and prove what this 
year’s team can be one day at 
a time.

“We just need to go game 
by game, we can’t put any 
targets on anyone’s backs,” 
McClurg said. “We just have 
to work at our own pace and 
get better every single day.”

“We are excited for week 
one, and we’ll be equally ex-
cited for week two when that 
comes along,” Humphrey 
said.

The Le Roy/Cal-Mum Ri-
vals open the 2026 season 
on Friday against perennial 
Class C power East Roches-
ter/Gananda. The Bombers 
were the No. 3 seed in the 
bracket last season before 
falling to Letchworth/Per-
ry/Warsaw, so they will also 
be motivated to stake their 
claim in this early-season 
showdown. Kickoff is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. at East Roch-
ester High School.

BREAKING THROUGH
Le Roy/Cal-Mum set sights to shake the gridiron in Class C

AIDEN LOCKE/THE DAILY NEWS
The Le Roy/Cal-Mum Rivals huddled around coach Humphrey after pratice.

AIDEN LOCKE/THE DAILY NEWS
The Le Roy/Cal-Mum Rivals offense in a huddle during 11-on-11 time.

AIDEN LOCKE/THE DAILY NEWS
The Le Roy/Cal-Mum Rivals during practice.

AIDEN LOCKE/THE DAILY NEWS
The Le Roy/Cal-Mum Rivals huddled around coach Humphrey during practice.


