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We are SWEET on Le Roy... 
the Home of JELLO!

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

Students at Brigham 
Young University in 2001 
declared the second week in 
February as National Jell-O 
Week.

It was a humorous way of 
acknowledging Utah’s high 
rate of Jell-O consumption. 
� e local restaurants o� ered 
Jell-O and people enjoyed 
sharing Jell-O recipes.

Whether it had anything 
to do with the fact that Salt 
Lake City was hosting the 
winter Olympics in 2002 was 
never discussed.

Nevertheless, the follow-
ing year, the Utah State Leg-
islature declared Jell-O to 
be the o�  cial “State Snack.” 
And so, the tradition contin-
ues 25 years later, although 
there is no indication that 
Jell-O will be served in Mi-
lan-Cortina, Italy during the 
2026 Winter Olympics.

� e story of Jell-O begins 
in 1897, when Pearle Wait, a 
carpenter in Le Roy, decided 
to register Jell-O as trade-
mark. And that included the 
hyphen.

� e Wait family believes 
that it was Pearle’s wife May, 
who coined the name.

It’s important to remem-
ber that Pearle did not patent 
a recipe for a sugary, fruit 
flavored gelatin dessert — 
he trademarked the word 
Jell-O. Eventually the Jell-O 
trademark would be placed 
on puddings, no-bake des-
serts, and even clothing.

At the time, there were 
other gelatins on the market 
including Peter Cooper’s 
gelatin. He had patented a 
gelatin in 1845 which was a 
byproduct of his company 
which made animal glue.

Gelatins, or jellies as 
they were called, had been 
around for a couple of hun-
dred years before Peter Coo-
per. They were delicacies 
enjoyed only by the rich and 
were often the centerpiece 
on the table.

Knox Gelatin, introduced 
in 1889 by Dr. Charles Knox, 
was an un� avored, unsweet-
ened, powdered gelatin, 

marketed as a health food.
When Pearle Wait intro-

duced Jell-O, he bought the 
sugar, flavoring, coloring, 
and powdered gelatin and 
then mixed the ingredients 
together, perhaps as some 
people believe, on his kitch-
en table. � e � rst four � avors 
were strawberry, raspberry, 
lemon, and orange.

Wait made a living as a 
carpenter and built hous-
es in Le Roy. In his spare 
time, he tried mixing cough 

medicines and other “pat-
ent” medicines as they were 
called.

But it seems that he didn’t 
have much success selling 
his new gelatin product, and 
in 1899 he decided to sell the 
Jell-O trademark to a suc-
cessful businessman in Le 
Roy, Orator Woodward for 
$450. � at would be about 
$17,500 today.

Woodward was in the pat-
ent medicine business and 
dabbled in other ventures. 

As a young man, he made 
plaster of Paris-medicated 
nest eggs to put under hens 
to kill lice.

Woodward owned the 
Genesee Pure Food Com-
pany which manufactured 
a coffee substitute called 
Grain-O. Initially, he had 
di�  culty selling Jell-O, but 
he decided to hire an adver-
tising company in New York 
City, which quickly placed 
Jell-O advertisements in na-
tional magazines such as the 

Ladies Home Journal.

Jell-O produced bright-

ly-colored recipe books 

which were given out free by 
his salesmen when they trav-
eled town-to-town. � ey did 
not have to apply for a sales-
man’s license because they 
weren’t selling Jell-O door to 
door.

Woodward was also 
shrewd enough to supply 
his salesmen with small le-
gal primers advising them of 
their rights. After the sales-
men gave away the free rec-
ipe books, they would go to 
the local grocery store and 
supply them with boxes of 
Jell-O.

Like many other com-
panies, the Jell-O Compa-
ny chose a child to be the 
spokesperson for its prod-
ucts. It introduced the Jell-O 
Girl in 1904.

The Jell-O Girl was 
dressed in a green dress with 
red polka dots and her im-
age appeared in Jell-O cook-
books, magazine ads, and on 
the Jell-O box into the 1940s. 
Jell-O hired the famous art-
ist Rose O’Neill to paint her 
portrait which was used for 
advertising.

In less than 10 years, Jell-O 
was grossing $1 million an-
nually.

Orator Woodward died in 
1906. His eldest son, Ernest, 
soon became president of 
the company.

The Le Roy factory on 
North Street, located next 
to the railroad tracks, con-
tinued to expand. It was pri-
marily a packaging plant em-
ploying up to 350 people.

� e gelatin was manufac-
tured in Woburn, Massachu-
setts at the Atlantic Gelatin 
Company. Another factory 
was located in Canada.

Jell-O advertising was 
critical to the success of the 

Tracing the History of Jell-O

COURTESY OF LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Advertising played a big role in establishing Jell-O’s popularity as a major brand.

See JELL-O A2
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8 Lake St., Le Roy  • DIOSTREASURES.COM  •  (585) 3567579

ECLECTIC TREASURES 

1 Year Anniversary Celebration at

10% OFF Good for February 2026.
One coupon per person.

Remembering History.
Celebating Heritage.

Honoring Achievement.
SPONSORED BY:

THE GENESEE COUNTY
CONSERVATIVE PARTY

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

In 1911, Esther Stevenson 
stood with the Le Roy senior 
class to have their photograph 
taken on the steps of the new 
Union Free School on Trigon 
Park. The class of 1911 was 
the first class to graduate from 
the new school. Esther is the 
tall girl standing in the back 
row on the far left, dressed in 
a dark skirt and white blouse. 
She and her brothers and 
eight sisters lived with their 
parents, Charles and Kather-
ine Stevenson on East Avenue 
in the village.

After graduation, Esther 
continued her education at 
the Normal School in Gen-
eseo and graduated on June 
24, 1913. She then moved 
east to Hillburn, New York in 
Rockland County to start a 
job as a teacher in the Brook 
School. She taught in Hillburn 
for at least three years. Ac-
cording to the September 28, 
1916, issue of The New York 
Age, a newspaper which pub-
lished articles for the Black 
community across the state 
— “Miss Esther Stevenson, 
a teacher for the past three 
years in the public schools of 
Hillburn, N.Y. returned last 
Saturday morning to resume 
her occupation after having 
spent a pleasant vacation with 
her parents Mr. and Mrs. C.M. 
Stevenson of East Avenue.” 

It also noted that she had at-
tended the Batavia Fair with 
her sister Gertrude. Further 
down the page under “Com-
munity News” from Hillburn: 
”The public School opened 
on Monday, September 25, 
with full attendance.”

What the article doesn’t 
mention, is that the school in 
Hillburn, unlike the school in 
Le Roy, was deeply segregat-
ed. Black students were only 
allowed to attend the Brook 
School. The Black families 
had been drawn to Rockland 
County to work in the foundry 
and wheel works. The com-
munity also had a fairly large 
population of Native Ameri-
can families who were drawn 
to the area. They all settled in 
an area known as “the Hol-
low” in the western part of 
town near a small creek and 
the area became known as 
the “Brook Community.” The 
Hollow was separated from 
the White section of Hillburn 
by a major highway through 
Rockland County, which 
eventually became Route 17.

Hillburn is located in the 
town of Ramapo in Rockland 
County. It is a very old com-
munity, tracing its history 
back before the Revolution. 
Early school classes were 
held in a log cabin which 
also served as a church, but 
Black students and the Na-
tive American children were 
not allowed to attend school. 

The town was incorporated in 
1893. In 1889, a small 2-room 
school was built for the Black 
students. It was located in 
the Hollow and became the 
Brook School. In 1913, two 
more rooms were added 
which allowed two grades 
in each room, yet students 
still had to share desks, and 
the school never had indoor 
plumbing or proper heat.

Elaine Booten, who was 
Esther’s niece, had two post-
cards of Esther standing with 
her students on the steps of 
the Brook School. Along the 
bottom was written: “Col-
ored Section and School.” 
Kate Savery served as princi-
pal. Her father was William 
Savery, a carpenter, who was 
born into slavery. Esther too 
was only a generation from 
slavery and had heard the 
“old folks sitting around the 
table in the kitchen talking 
about the times when Black 
people were owned.” Kate 
Savery had graduated from 
Talladega College and moved 
to Hillburn at the same time 
Esther had arrived. Kate 
taught 7th and 8th grades and 
coached the boys’ basket-
ball team. During her tenure 
she resigned periodically in 
protest of the segregated sys-
tem in Hillburn. Other Black 

students went on to college 
despite the segregation. One 
was Hulda DeFreese, who 
was born in 1908, attend-
ed Hillburn for eleven years 
and went on to Suffern High 
School and earned a BA from 
Geneseo and a MA from New 
York University. She joined 
the WAACs in World War 11 
in 1942.

In 1912, a new school was 
built for the White students. It 
was a two-story tile and con-
crete building finished with 
stucco. It had 8 classrooms, a 
library, a gymnasium, a play-
ground and indoor plumbing. 
Remember, Esther had grad-
uated in 1911 from the new 
school in Le Roy. One can 
only imagine what it was like 
for her, growing up in Le Roy 
where the schools were never 
segregated, to be thrust into a 
segregated school system like 
Hillburn.

It is not known how long 
Esther taught at the Brook 
School. Census records indi-
cate that in 1925 she was back 
home, living with her family. 
She eventually moved to New 
York City and lived with two 
of her sisters. She worked for 
a while as a seamstress and 
died in the Harlem Hospital 
on June 19, 1960. The ques-
tion remains – did she know 
of the part the Brook School 

would play in the 1954 Su-
preme Court ruling, Brown 
vs. Board of Education, Tope-
ka, Kansas, which overturned 
the 1896 Plessy vs. Ferguson 
doctrine of “separate but 
equal” doctrine.

In 1938, New York State 
passed legislation prohibiting 
segregated schools, but for 
many communities like Hill-
burn, the state mandate was 
ignored. The Black commu-
nity in Hillburn was cognizant 
of the situation. In 1930, there 
were 129 students attend-
ing the Brook School – still 
with no library, gymnasium, 
proper heat, and only out-
houses. Thomas Alexander 
who lived in Hillburn and had 
attended the Brook School, 
contacted the NAACP. The 
lawyer for the NAACP at that 
time was Thurgood Marshall. 
He drafted a petition to the 
New York State Commission-
er of Education demanding 
an end to segregation. The 
Commissioner ruled the 
Brook School unsafe, which 
led to the integration of the 
district. Marshall would use 
this successful argument sev-
eral years later in 1954 when 
he presented the case of to 
win the Supreme Court Case 
in 1954 known as Brown vs 
the School Board in Topeka, 
Kansas which ruled that racial 

segregation was unconstitu-
tional, even if it supported an 
“separate but equal” position. 
Marshall went on to become 
the first Black American to 
be appointed to the supreme 
Court, serving from 1967 to 
1991. In 2010, the NY State 
Legislature designated May 
17 as “Thurgood Marshall 
Day” in honor of his work in 
civil rights.

Today, the story of the seg-
regated schools in Hillburn is 
preserved in the documen-
tary, “Two Schools in Hill-
burn.” In fact, a photograph 
of Esther Stevenson, standing 
with her Brook School class 
quickly flashes across the 
screen. The Brook School was 
demolished many years ago. 
Only the foundation remains 
on private property. Efforts 
to buy the land and create a 
historic park have not been 
successful. A large plaque, ex-
plaining the story of the Brook 
School is displayed in front of 
the new Hillburn school.

Special thank you to sev-
eral people who have helped 
discover information for this 
article: Jim Finnegan, Milne 
Library, SUNY Geneseo; Mar-
ianne Leese, Historian, Rock-
land County Historical Soci-
ety; Trish Riggi, Woodward 
Memorial Library.

The Story of 
Esther Stevenson

PHOTO PROVIDED: LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Esther Stevenson (back row, left corner) with the 1911 Le Roy senior class.
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company. Commercial art-
ists included Norman Rock-
well and John Newton How-
itt.

With the popularity of 

radio, Jell-O sponsored the 
Jack Benny radio show and 
his announcer would start 
the show with the famous 
song: “J E L L O!”

In 1923, the Genesee Pure 
Food Company changed its 
name to the Jell-O Company, 
in order to protect the trade-

mark. In 1925, Jell-O and the 
Postum Company merged to 
become General Foods, and 
soon absorbed Minute Tapi-
oca, Bakers’ Chocolate, Bird-
seye Frozen Foods, Log Cab-
in Maple Syrup, and Maxwell 
House Coffee.

And interesting sidenot: 

Postum was owned by Mar-
garet Meriweather Post, 
who owned a huge mansion 
in Florida. She would only 
serve food with the General 
Foods label, including Jell-O.

After her death, the State 
of Florida bought the man-
sion, Mara Largo, in order 
to preserve it. The state later 
sold it to Donald Trump.

In 1964, General Foods 
closed the Jell-O factory in Le 
Roy, and moved production 
to Dover, Delaware. Some 
LeRoy employees moved to 
Dover with their families.

Since then, the Jell-O 
factory on North Street has 
been the home to a variety of 
small businesses and is now 
privately owned. It is located 

next to Machpelah Ceme-
tery, where both Pearle Wait 
and Orator Woodward are 
buried.

In 1997, in celebration 
of the 100th anniversary 
of America’s Most Famous 
Dessert, the Le Roy Histori-
cal Society opened the Jell-O 
Gallery Museum in the Ac-
ademic Building behind 
LeRoy House on East Main 
Street.

Grants provided by Gen-
eral Foods/Kraft provided 
funding for a large entrance 
to the 100-year old building 
and the renovation of the 
exhibition room. Additional 
funds were raised by selling 
bricks in the “Jell-O Brick 
Road.“

The Historical Society 
maintains a Jell-O archive. 
For information about the 
Museum and hours call 
(585) 768-7433.

In 2001, Carolyn Wyman, 
author of “Spam: A Biog-
raphy” wrote “Jell-O: A Bi-
ography.” In the book she 
answered a lot of Jell-O ques-
tions such as “Who invented 
Jell-O Jigglers?”

Other questions included:
 ■ What is gelatin?
 ■ How to make self layer-

ing Jell-O 1-2-3?
 ■ How many different fla-

vors of Jell-O have been in-
troduced?

 ■ What is the story about 
Jell-O and the Rosenberg spy 
case?

 ■ Is Jell-O a salad or a des-
sert?

 ■ Is Jell-O wrestling dan-
gerous?

 ■ What is the best Jell-O 
shot recipe?

 ■ How to make glow in the 
dark Jell-O.

 ■ Why was Jell-O used 
in the movie The Ten Com-
mandments?

 ■ What fruits prevent 
Jell-O from setting?

As an added note, “Na-
tional Eat Your Jell-O Day” is 
always on July 12.

Finally, in preparation 
for the Nation’s 250th An-
niversary this year, it’s time 
to bring out your Berry Blue 
Jell-O, introduced in 1992.

Buy some red Jell-O, Knox 
Gelatin, and Cool whip — by 
the way, all the Cool Whip in 
the United States is manu-
factured in nearby Avon and 
make some patriotic Jell-O.

JELL-O
From A1
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Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend regular-
ly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist Church 

a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am and our 
Sunday worship service typically includes singing a mix 

of both traditional and contemporary songs and hymns, a 
children’s message, and a sermon from the Word of God. 

  
First Baptist Church of Le Roy

5 E. Main St., Le Roy
(585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am. 

  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
We welcome all to join us for Sunday service 

every week at 10:00am.
The Thrift Shop is now closed for the season.  We thank our 
community for your support this year, and look forward to 

seeing you when we re-open in the spring!
Until then, we’ll be accepting donations at the church on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9:00am ‘til 

noon.
 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy

(585) 768-8980
office@Le Royumcny.org

www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 

Living Waters Church
30 Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy
(585) 768-6543

ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org
Mass Times @ OLM:

Saturday Vigil 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm

Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.
Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
Weekday: 7:30am Thursday

Mass times may change in the near future.
YouTube Livestream:

youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams
 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
1 E. Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

By SOL HAUSER
shauser@livingstonnews.com

The New York Civil Liberties 
Union criticized Le Roy Central 
School District on Monday for 
its handling of an investigation 
into a class activity in which 
students were assigned to play 
the role of sharecroppers on a 
plantation.

The activity, which was led 
by a supervised SUNY Geneseo 
student teacher, took place 
over two days in an eighth-
grade history class last Sep-
tember and involved students 
trading pretzels while playing 
roles such as former slaves, 
sharecroppers and plantation 
owners, according to Tovia 
Poles, whose daughter was in 
the class. The activity “was de-
signed to demonstrate share-
cropping as ‘a form of legal-
ized slavery’ and the ‘cycle of 
poverty,’” according to a letter 
NYCLU sent Monday to Super-
intendent Merritt Holly.

Poles’ daughter, the only 
Black student in her class, was 
assigned to play a slave and 
called Poles after class feeling 
“anxious and singled out,” she 
said at the time. Only 2 percent 
of Le Roy students are Black, 
while 88 percent are white, ac-
cording to the New York State 
Education Department.

Poles immediately told Hol-
ly and an assistant principal of 
her concerns, but the next day, 
the same activity was repeated, 
and Poles’ daughter left class 
early to call her from a bath-
room.

“I’m assuming because of 
the fact that I reached out to the 
assistant principal as well as 
the superintendent, my daugh-
ter said that it was re-explained 
that the children were the free 
slaves and the student teach-
er was the plantation owner,” 
rather than being slaves and 
a slave master, Poles told The 
Daily News in September. “It’s 
different terminology, but the 
same derogatory meaning.”

At the time, Holly told her 

the district would open an in-
vestigation into whether the 
lesson violated the Dignity for 
All Students Act, a 2012 state 
law intended to stop bullying 
and harassment in schools. 
The district retained Genesee 
Valley BOCES attorney Vanes-
sa Hanks to run the investiga-
tion, while Poles sought sup-
port from NYCLU.

Ultimately, the district de-
termined that the lesson was 
not in violation of DASA.

In the Monday letter, NY-
CLU attorney Camara Stokes 
Hudson said the district’s 
conclusion was cause for “se-
rious concern,” saying that 
the activity was “objectively 
offensive and creates a racial-
ly hostile environment” and 
that the school focused on the 
exact words used in the lesson 
plan rather than the activity as 
a whole. Stokes Hudson also 
referenced state DASA guide-
lines that were developed after 
a 2019 incident in which a Wa-
tertown teacher assigned Black 
students to play slaves in a slave 
auction.

“The District’s investigation 
attempted to exonerate the 
lesson by focusing on whether 
specific terms — ‘slave master’ 
versus ‘plantation owner,’ or 
‘slaves’ versus ‘former slaves’ 
— were used,” Stokes Hudson 
wrote. “Terminology alone 
does not determine whether 
conduct is harmful. Whether 
students were referred to as 
‘slaves’ or ‘former slaves’ and 
‘sharecroppers,’ the funda-
mental problem remains: the 
teachers assigned students to 
roles in a racial hierarchy and 
asked them to simulate an ex-
ploitative system that targeted 
Black Americans.”

NYCLU asked the district to 
acknowledge that the activity 
“created a racially hostile envi-
ronment,” prohibit simulations 
that require students to take on 
roles in racial hierarchies, pro-
vide counseling to affected stu-
dents and train all staff on how 

to approach similar subjects in 
ways “that center the dignity 
and psychological safety of stu-
dents of color.”

For Poles’ daughter, the ac-
tivity — and the investigation 
— brought social fallout in the 
classroom, too. While Poles 
says that has since largely been 
alleviated, she remains frus-
trated with the way the district 
handled the investigation, and 
with its failure to respond to 
Freedom of Information Law 
requests filed by NYCLU on her 
behalf.

“I feel so terrible that my 
children have to even experi-
ence something like this,” she 
said. “I’ve lived in Le Roy since I 
was in nursery school, and I’ve 
never had any issues myself 
with the school district, so this 
hurts. It hurts.”

Holly on Tuesday dismissed 
NYCLU’s criticism, saying that 
the district’s review was fair and 
corroborated by “an outside in-
dependent investigation.”

“The District’s review was 
initiated in response to a par-
ent’s allegations regarding ter-
minology used in the lesson 
and that students were ‘forced 
into a game about slavery,’” he 
wrote. “Neither was found to 
be accurate based upon infor-
mation from multiple students 
and staff present for the in-
struction.

“The NYCLU narrative com-
paring this lesson to a simulat-
ed slave auction is unfortunate 
and misplaced,” he continued, 
referring to mentions of a 2019 
incident in which a Watertown 
teacher assigned Black stu-
dents to play slaves in a slave 
auction. The NYCLU letter in-
cluded quotes from state DASA 
compliance guidelines refer-
encing that incident.

“The District acknowledges 
the importance and sensitivity 
with which we must teach dif-
ficult historical topics involving 
discrimination and social in-
justices such as Black history, 
the Holocaust, Native Amer-

ican history, LGBTQ history, 
and women’s rights,” Holly 
continued. “As we communi-
cated directly to the parent at 
the conclusion of the investiga-
tion, we remain committed to 
reviewing our teaching meth-
odologies to ensure they align 
with best educational practices 
and providing professional 
development to prepare our 
teachers and, in turn, their stu-
dents, for such instruction.”

Poles said Wednesday that 
Holly’s statement showed a 
lack of understanding.

“He issued that statement 
but refused to acknowledge 
any wrongdoing in the DASA 
investigation,” she said in a text 
message. “They don’t see any 
wrongdoing that they did.”

Hudson, the NYCLU attor-
ney, also objected to Holly’s 
characterization of the activity.

“Forcing any Black stu-
dent to simulate racial hierar-
chies creates a racially hostile 
classroom environment that 
threatens students’ rights — 
full stop,” Hudson wrote in an 
emailed statement Wednes-

day. “Instead of telling Black 
children to play the role of 
‘former slave’ or ‘plantation 
owner’ and denying how this 
incident impacted its students, 
we encourage the District to 

develop alternative approach-
es for teaching systems of racial 
oppression. No child should 
ever feel traumatized, singled 
out, or discriminated against in 
their classroom.”

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

Dio’s Eclectic Treasures 
in Le Roy hosted official 
Regional Qualifiers for the 
trading card game Magic 
the Gathering (MTG) on 
Sunday, with 12 individuals 
facing off for the chance to 
move on to national compe-
tition.

Competitors brought 
their best decks, and had 
to have them checked and 
verified by the official judge 
of the event to make sure 
there were no fake cards in 
the mix. Then the 12 partic-
ipants dove into five rounds 
of intensive gameplay, with 
the top eight point leaders 
moving on to the finals.

The tournament started 
at 10 a.m. and lasted well 
into the afternoon before a 
champion was crowned.

After the initial rounds 
passed, the top eight that 
moved on to the finals were 
Michael White, CJ Kop-
czynski, Adam Pannone, 
Matthew Murray, Matt Ya-
cuzzo, Jeremiah Vezza, Kent 
Atkins and Kaleb Kronimus.

Once the finals were un-
derway, it would be no. 1 
seed Michael White who 
came away with the champi-
onship win.

White received a few 
unique prizes including an 
exclusive MTG holographic 
card, a pin, a lanyard, and 
most importantly, the op-
portunity to move on to the 
national competition at the 
Regional Championship 
Qualifiers in either Washing-
ton D.C. or Cincinnati, Ohio.

D a n i e l  D i o g u a r d i , 
co-owner of Dio’s, discussed 
what it took for his store 
to get approved as an offi-
cial site for a MTG Regional 
Qualifier.

“Well, I think part of it is 
your play metrics, having 
the right space and stuff like 

that and just showing a con-
sistency and your store be-
ing able to do it,” Dioguardi 
said. “That being said, but I 
don’t think the approval pro-
cess is painstaking, but there 
are certain qualifications. 
I mean, we obviously met 
them. We have the seating 
capacity and stuff like that.”

Dioguardi hopes to host 
more events like this in the 
future, and see the number 
of participants rise.

“I was talking to our judge 
(for the MTG tournament), 
we were talking about hold-
ing another one in the sum-
mertime and then another 
one in fall. So that would 
be the first step. Just hold-
ing a little bit at a time. Get 
it worked up that we do it, 
getting new people here, 
different seasons, you know, 
just stuff like that. But as a 
store, I believe you can hold 
three (Regional Qualifiers) 
per quarter if I’m not mistak-
en, if I read it right. So that’s 
three chances, three people 
to be able to go to each Re-
gional Championship Qual-
ifier,” Dioguardi said.

For Dioguardi, the best 
part of bringing events like 
this to his store is seeing 
the excitement from par-

ticipants about the hobbies 
they love.

“I mean I hear it, like 
everybody getting along, 
talking about their hobby, 
their fun, Dioguardi said. 
“Most of the people love it 
and they have fun and enjoy 
it, and I think that’s what I 
enjoy most, is even if I can’t 
mingle with them because 
I’m doing other things, I can 
still hear them having fun 
and enjoying themselves.”

Dio’s is celebrating one 
year of being in operation 
this February, and for the 
owners, getting the chance 
to host an official MTG Re-

gional Qualifier felt like a 
great way to mark that anni-
versary.

Dioguardi and his wife 
Tonya hope to continue to 
expand offered events and 
programs that are available 
to the community at the 
store, including Warham-
mer and Dungeons and 
Dragons.
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Le Roy CSD Dismisses Claim of
‘Racially Hostile’ Classroom Lesson

NYCLU criticizes district in aftermath of ‘sharecropping’ activity

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
The New York Civil Liberties Union has criticized Le Roy Central School which in-
volved students trading pretzels while playing roles such as former slaves, share-
croppers and plantation owners, according to Tovia Poles, whose daughter was in 
the class.

Dio’s Hosts Official Magic the 
Gathering Regional Qualifier

PHOTO PROVIDED: DANIEL DIOGUARDI
Michael White was named the winner of the Magic the 
Gathering Regional Qualifier in Le Roy.
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 651 East Main St., Batavia, NY 14020 • 343-7830
Visit our web site at: WillsCarpetOneBatavia.com

Voted #1 for Best Floor Coverings in the GLOW Region!
With over 110 years in business, we are your  

go-to specialists for all things flooring.  
From carpets to hardwood, tiles to vinyl,  

we have the superior inventory and  
top selections to meet your needs.

Our experienced team is here to help you find 
the perfect flooring solution.  Whether you 

prefer in-stock options or special orders, 
we’ve got you covered. Choose to take on your 

flooring project yourself or let our skilled 
technicians handle the installation for you.

Discover why generations of customers 
trust us for their flooring needs. 

Visit us today and step into quality and style!

Question of the Week? ?? ? ??

?

??

Question from The Le Roy Weekend Gazette staff

Have an answer you want to share with us directly? Send your answers to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Previous question - “What’s something stupid you bought that seemed okay at the time?”

Favorite recipe that includes Jell-O?
HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!

VALARIE W.

Hamburger press

LYNNE B. ANGIE M.

That time I decided a pet goat was exactly 
what I needed.... Which was quickly shown to 

be a bad idea

Avocado green shag carpet

www.CasperFarmsBeef.com•Crystal (585) 478-6326•6671 Main Road, Stafford, NY 14143

Question of the Week sponsored by:

By DAN FOLTS
dfolts@livingstonnews.com

Dreams, hopes, and ambi-
tions. That’s what many pro-
spective business owners start 
with.

That was the case for Jessie 
Held, long before starting her 
community wellness business 
in Caledonia.

“The seed was planted 
nearly a decade ago,” said 
Held, owner of Magic Held 
Here, which was recently 
named the Most Promising 
New Enterprise of 2025 by 
the Livingston County Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Held wanted a country 
house with space to host a 
yoga studio, retreats, and 
workshops as early as 2015, 
but when that did not become 
available, she continued to 
teach yoga and dream.

Eventually, when the tim-
ing was right, she sought help 
at the Livingston County Eco-
nomic Development office 
and enrolled in its 10-week 
course called “CO.STARTERS.”

“CO.STARTERS helped 
me understand my business 
as a business. While my pas-
sion lies in the creative and 
wellness side — including art, 
yoga, branding, and events 
— the program forced me to 
look at the numbers: how to 
cover costs, how to value my 
time, and how to shift from a 
passion to a professional en-

terprise.”
The LCED office is offering 

another round of its 10-week 
course on Monday mornings 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the 
Avon Town Hall, Genesee 
Street, from March 16 to May 
18.

Cost for the course is typi-
cally $600, but Grow LivCo is 
making the course available to 
participants for only $100 per 
person.

Interested individuals must 
apply to participate as the class 
size is limited to 12. Priority 
for enrollment will be given to 
Livingston County businesses 
and/or residents. Applications 
are due Feb. 16.

Held will be co-facilitating 
the course with Deputy Direc-
tor of Economic Development 
Maureen Wheeler.

“She shared with me that 
one of her goals this year was 
to get more involved in the 
community, and she men-
tioned specifically wanting to 
speak at an event or facilitate 
an event,” said Wheeler.

“So, we started brainstorm-
ing together and thought 
this would be a great match,” 
Wheeler said.

Held took the class in 2024, 
and then she went on to win 
the “Dream-o-vate” compe-
tition, a retail business plan 
competition that encourages 
entrepreneurs to compete for 
the chance to open a store-
front and earn a business start-

up package.
“I think it’s great that the 

students will get to hear from 
an existing business owner 
who has gone through this 
process very recently and can 
talk about the hurdles that she 
ran into and the solutions she 
came up with,” Wheeler said.

“I think that’ll be really ben-
eficial for them,” said Wheeler.

“I am so excited about this 
session because my main goal 
as a co-facilitator is to bridge 
that gap between the big, vi-
sionary thinking we all love 
and the actual, practical ex-
ecution it takes to get there,” 
Held said.

Both Held and Wheeler are 
certified instructors for the 
CO.STARTERS program.

“The curriculum is brilliant 
because it starts with the ‘who’ 
and the ‘why.’ It forced me to 
get clear on who my customer 
was and what specific prob-
lem I am solving for them. For 
me, that is providing an inti-
mate atmosphere for connec-
tion — whether through yoga, 
women’s circles, or communi-
ty events,” Held said.

Many local entrepreneurs 
have gone through the pro-
gram. Last year, there were 
56 participants, plus another 
20 to 30 in 2024, said Wheel-
er. Businesses such as Cedar 
House Wellness in Geneseo, 
T’s on Genesee in Avon, and 
Dansville Gymnastics have all 
participated in the program.

This year, however, there 
are some changes. For one, the 
class is no longer tied to grant 
funding. It is a standalone 
course.

But the course will also be 
different this year because 
Wheeler wants to empha-
size the process of adapting a 
business to a changing envi-
ronment through inquiry and 
experimentation.

“This curriculum is much 
more fast-paced, and it’s all 
about testing assumptions. 
We start off right away putting 
their assumptions down on 
paper, then talking to poten-
tial customers to see if are they 
headed down the right path, or 
if they need to pivot,” Wheeler 
said.

“We’re really teaching them 
that process so that they can 
use it over and over again to 
continue moving their busi-
ness in a successful direction,” 
she said.

Wheeler also emphasized 
that participants will get to 
learn from each other, not 
just her and Held. There will 
also be guest speakers at each 
session tailored to the kinds 
of businesses that the partici-
pants want to start, and Wheel-
er has plans to take enrollees to 
visit some of the businesses in 
the county as well.

“We’re really building this 
entrepreneur ecosystem, and 
they are networking with each 
other and continuing to make 

partnerships,” Wheeler said.
The Economic Develop-

ment office can also help with 
potential financing, business 
locations, and marketing ef-
forts.

“The biggest part of it is 
on them to get out and talk 
to customers. On day one in 
the class, we talk about how 
important those customer 
conversations are. It’s actu-
ally something we track over 
the course of the 10 weeks,” 
Wheeler said.

Wheeler says they will also 
encourage entrepreneurs to 
start small.

“If they can pop up at a 
farmer’s market, or pop up 
at a festival or event, or offer 
something through social me-
dia just to test that product, test 
that service, and make new 
customer connections, that’s 
the best way to go,” Wheeler 
said.

“And there are cases — and 
we consider this a success as 
well — if somebody takes the 
class and realizes, ‘I don’t want 
to start a business,’ or they 
start small and realize it isn’t 
for them, they didn’t invest so 
much upfront to realize that. 
So, that’s the goal, too — that 
they don’t go into debt testing 
this out,” said Wheeler.

That small start is what got 
Held’s business off the ground. 
Her first studio space was in 
a renovated outbuilding that 
was once a chicken coop.

“It has allowed me to grow 
a business organically while 
remaining a stay-at-home-
mom first. I am in control of 
my schedule and my events, 
and I know that as my children 
grow, Magic Held Here will 
grow right alongside them,” 
Held said.

Besides the renovated 
“Coop Studio,” Magic Held 
Here also hosts a 23-foot bell 
tent called “Avalon” for events 
as well as through pop-up 
partnerships, including yoga 
sessions in the Salt Cave at 
Native Wellness & Aesthetics, 
outdoor classes at Genesee 
Valley Lavender Farms, and 
an annual Brooms and Brews 
event at Strange Design Public 
House.

“The best advice I can give 
any entrepreneur is to look at 
the resources already at your 
fingertips. Start with your cir-
cle — your friends, family, 
and industry peers. The more 
information you gather and 
the more time you dedicate to 
your craft, the faster you’ll gain 
clarity on what you truly want 
your business to be,” Held said.

“Once that vision is clear, 
don’t hold back,” she said. 
“Tap into every available re-
source to bring it to life.”

For more information 
about the Livingston County 
Economic Development and 
the CO.STARTERS program, 
visit www.growlivco.com

By MATT SURTEL
msurtel@batavianews.com

Popular favorites. New mu-
sical languages. Bluegrass.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
is gearing up for the fifth annu-
al “Music at St. Mark’s” concert 
series starting this month. The 
free concerts run 7 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday evenings at the 
church on at 1 East Main St.

Four acts are being featured 
this year, including:
Strummerz

Strummerz presented mu-

sic of the 50s, 60s and 70s on 
Thursday.

Rich Conroy and Don 
Bouchard of Batavia comprise 
the group. They’re well-known 
for rock favorites and their 
Irish music, which they per-
form as No Blarney.

Their laid-back and enter-
taining concerts include fan 
favorites, program officials 
said in a news release. Conroy 
and Bouchard are guitarists 
and singers, and both initially 
got started by studying classi-

cal guitar.
Ravi Padmanabha and Da-
vid Mussen

Ravi Padmanabha and 
David Mussen will perform 
March 19. They have played 
music for many years in vari-
ous groups.

Their recently formed duo 
encompasses a newfound 
musical language, series orga-
nizers said.

The duo have combined 
years of various musical styles 
using gongs, crystal bowls, 
tabla, hand pan, clarinet, and 
ocean drum to create a full 
musical experience that tra-
verses ambient meditation to 
ecstatic trance music, series 
organizers said. Their music is 
a balance of composition and 
improvising.

Dr. Padmanabha is known 
locally as the dentist and own-
er of LeRoy Dental Center, but 
he also is a composer, impro-
visor and multi-instrumental-
ist. He has spent many years 
studying and playing a wide 
variety of music including jazz, 
world, Indian, and experi-
mental music.

He has studied with many 
masters from India, has led 
various musical projects and is 
on numerous recordings.

Mussen is a multi-instru-
mentalist musician and song-
writer based in Buffalo. He has 
a passion for music and its in-
tersection with culture, which 
has led him to explore various 
genres and styles of music 
throughout his career.

A versatile musician, he is 
equally comfortable playing 
western swing, original music 

or Afro-Latin street music. He 
believes that music is a power-
ful tool that can bring people 
together and bridge cultural 
divides with the power to heal 
and transform lives for the bet-
ter.
Pablo Willey-Bustos and 
Priscilla Yuen

Pablo Willey-Bustos and 
Priscilla Yuen will present 
“Gracias a la Vida: Music and 
Poetry of Chile” on April 16.

Willey-Bustos is a tenor 
and Yuen plays piano. Musical 
selections include pieces by 
classical and contemporary 
composers and will include 
commentary by Willey-Bus-
tos.

Willey-Bustos holds bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees in 
vocal performance from the 
Eastman School of Music and 
is currently an instructor at the 
Eastman School and Nazareth 
University. He was invited 
in 2020 to create a course on 
Spanish lyric diction for Sum-
mer@Eastman, which attract-
ed a wide range of students 
from across the globe.

Willey-Bustos has had mul-
tiple operatic engagements 
and often appears as a guest 
soloist. In addition to teaching 
and performing, he is also the 
Music Director at the First Uni-
tarian Church of Rochester.

Yuen received her under-
graduate training at the Uni-
versity of Missouri and her 
Masters of Music degree in 
Piano Accompanying and 
Chamber Music from the East-
man School of Music where 
she is now a faculty member.

A noted accompanist, Yuen 
regularly supports instru-
mentalists and vocalists from 
across the Eastman commu-
nity as they prepare for recitals, 
competitions and recordings, 
and she has also served as the 
accompanist for the Interna-
tional Trombone Festival.

She also serves on the piano 
faculty at the Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology.
Creek Bend

Creek Bend will round out 
the series on May 21.

The popular bluegrass 
band has been based in Buf-
falo for more than 30 years, 
where it has been playing and 
producing local concerts with 
the greatest names in blue-
grass music. The band mem-
bers play a wide range of in-
struments.

Rich Schaefer, bass player is 
an original member of Creek 
Bend. As the MC, Rich mix-
es one liners and story telling 
with the musical stage presen-
tation.

Schaefer was the voice of 
bluegrass for the longrunning 
“Bluegrass on a Sunday Night” 
series on WBFO in Buffalo.

Brendan Gosson is the new 
addition to Creek Bend, play-
ing fiddle and mandolin. He 
also plays with the Folkfac-
es and the Buffalo Bluegrass 
All Stars and is well known in 
bluegrass circles in upstate 
New York, having played for a 
long time in the Syracuse area.

He teaches fiddle at the 
bluegrass academy for kids at 
the Grey Fox Bluegrass festival.

Chris Panfil plays guitar, 
mandolin, fiddle and vocals. 

He played “Bluegrass South-
ern Style” in the 1980s in Flor-
ida and later, in Nashville, 
played with many Grand Old 
Opry stars, recorded demo 
sessions and performed in 
the house band at the “Stage-
coach” Lounge, a popular mu-
sicians hangout in Nashville.

He joined Creek Bend to 
perform and play the north-
eastern US bluegrass festival 
circuit and has written several 
songs for the band.

Mark Panfil, dobro, banjo, 
harmonica, and vocals, has 
played with Creek Bend since 
1983. He is a music teacher at 
an elementary school in West-
ern New York where he also 
directs a student fiddle group.

He was formerly a part of 
the Erie Lackawanna Railroad, 
a school performance group 
for Young Audiences, Inc. He 
has taught dobro at the Au-
gusta Heritage Workshops in 
Elkins, West Virginia for more 
than 15 years and his har-
monica prowess has earned 
him Youtube notoriety for his 
“hands free” method of play-
ing without hands or a rack.

This upcoming series high-
lights a wide range of very tal-
ented musicians, organizers 
said. For more information, 
please visit stmarksleroy.org/
upcoming-events.

This series is made possible 
with funds from the Statewide 
Community Regrant Program, 
a regrant program of the New 
York State Council on the Arts 
with the support of of the of-
fice of the Governor and the 
New York State Legislature 
and administered by GO ART!

CO.STARTERS Program Accepting Applications
Program’s new sessions begin in March in Avon

‘Music at St. Mark’s’ Returns This Week in Le Roy
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Saturday, Feb 14
9am - 10:30am

Great Backyard 
Bird Count

Join the Genesee County 
Parks for the Great Back-

yard Bird Count! The GBBC 
is an annual community 

science event sponsored by 
the Cornell Lab of Orni-

thology. Birders around the 
world will be counting birds 

throughout the weekend. 
Our observations will help 
scientists understand bird 
populations in the winter-
time. Join us for an easy-
paced walk, we’ll spend 

time watching birds visiting 
feeders so dress warm!

Beginners are welcome. 
Field guides and binoculars 
will be available to borrow.

Cost is $5/person, $10/fam-
ily. Meet at Pavilion B near 

Veterans Memorial.
Genesee County Park & 

Forest
Memory Lane, East Beth-

any
•

10am - 2pm
2nd Annual 

Paws For a Cause
To benefit volunteers for 
animals & the Genesee 
County Animal Shelter

Please stop by to drop off 
items from the provided 
donation list or make a 
monetary contribution. 
We’ll also be hosting a 

chance auction featuring 

gift certificates from local 
businesses.

Smokin’ Eagle 
BBQ & Grill

9 Main St., Le Roy
•

9pm
Sip Happens

Valentine’s Night at Eupho-
ria Bar & Lounge is where 

flirting meets finesse. 
Cupid-inspired cocktails, 

Smooth & sexy vibes by 
DJ Dan, Love is optional… 

vibes are mandatory
Couples welcome. 

Singles encouraged.
Come dressed to impress & 

ready to sip.
Euphoria Bar & Lounge

60 Main St., Batavia
•

Sunday, Feb 15
8:30am - 11:30am

Fundraiser Breakfast to 
benefit All Babies Cherished
Served buffet includes pan-
cakes, eggs, sausage patties, 

breakfast potatoes, fruit, 
coffee, and juice!

Knights of Columbus Hall
15 W. Main St., Le Roy

•

Wednesday, Feb 18
7pm

Ash Wednesday 
Worship Service

The Lenten Season is right 
around the corner. 

First Baptist Church
5 E. Main St., Le Roy

•

Saturday, Feb 21
1 - 4pm

Godfrey’s Pond 
Spaghetti Dinner!

Are you looking for a 
delightful afternoon filled 

with good food, great com-
pany, and an opportunity 
to support a meaningful 

cause? Join us at Godfrey’s 
Pond in the Clubhouse 

for a special pasta dinner 
event that promises to be 

an enriching experience for 
everyone involved.

Ticket Purchase: Tickets for 
the dinner can be conve-
niently purchased online 
through the link below or 

on our website:  
https://godfreyspond.com/
spaghetti-dinner-fundrais-

er-2/ . Alternatively, you 
can reserve your tickets by 
contacting Maralyn Watts 

at 585-443-0453 and pay at 
the door upon arrival.

Adults (Age 11+) = $15.00, 
Children (Age 6-10) = 

$10.00, Children (Age 5 and 
Under) - FREE

Genesee County Fish & 
Game Protectice Associ-

ation
7935 Bigelow Dr., 

Bergen
•

4pm
Sprinkle Showdown: Sur-

vey Says Style
Join us for an evening full 

of laughter, good food, 
friendly competition, and 

community fun — all while 
supporting Sundae’s Sprin-
kle of Hope and the families 

we serve.
Dinner & Audience 

Admission: $20
Audience Only 
Admission: $10

Lottery Drawn Teams 
(of 5): $10

All proceeds from the 
Sprinkle Showdown go 
directly to helping indi-

viduals and families facing 
health challenges by pro-

viding medical equipment, 
gas and grocery assistance, 

and other vital support 
through Sundae’s Sprinkle 

of Hope.
Botts Fiorito 

American Legion 
Post #576

53 W. Main St., Le Roy
•

6pm
Meat Raffle

Doors open at 6:00; first 
pull at 7:00

Bring your singles, snacks 
and coolers!

Online and cash sale avail-
able.

$15/person
$120/table of 8 - includes 

large pizza!
Oakfield Fire Dept.

20 Albert St., Oakfield
•

Saturday, March 21
10am - 3pm

2nd Annual Lucky Paws 
Basket Raffle & Vendor 

Show
a fun-filled day of shop-

ping, prizes, food, music, 
and furry friends that you 

won’t want to miss!
Batavia City Centre
102 Main St., Batavia

•

Wednesday, Mar 11
6:30pm

Le Roy Garden Club Free 
Program: Buffalo Garden 

Walks Armchair Tour
The famed Buffalo Garden 

Walk is an annual event 
that is one of the high 

points of summer in West-
ern New York. Join us for 
an armchair tour of some 
of the fabulous gardens 
featured over the years, 

presented by CCE Master 
Gardener Brenda Fox. This 

meeting is free and open 
to the public. We suggest 
that non members give a 

$5 donation at the door to 
help support the Garden 

Club’s community projects. 
Stay for refreshments and 
sit in on the Club’s busi-

ness meeting to learn more 
about what we do as a vol-

unteer organization. Please 
sign up to let us know 

you’re coming: https://
bit.ly/gardenclub2026mar 
. The event is also posted 

on Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/

events/1435293201370673 .
First Presbyterian 
Church of Le Roy

7 Clay Street, Le Roy, NY
_________________

ONGOING:
•

Mondays
10:30 - 11am

All Ages Storytimes
Join Miss Melissa or Miss 
Sara for stories and songs 

of a new theme each week, 
plus a mix of flannel board 

activities, instruments, 
and/or bubbles! Children 
1 - 5 years old, but siblings 
of all ages are welcome to 

join. Registration is appre-
ciated!*

*Registering for one will 
sign you up for the remain-
der of the session, Oct. 20 
- Dec. 15. This gives us a 

general idea of how many 
people to expect from week 

to week.
Woodward 

Memorial Library
7 Wolcott St., Le Roy

•
6 - 10pm

Modern Monday
$10 entry (includes 1 boost-

er pack of current set)
Weekly event:

Sign-ups begin at 5:00 pm
Round 1 begins promptly 

at 6 pm
Players entering after 6 pm 
will receive a round 1 loss

Format: Modern Construct-
ed. 3 rounds

Prizes: Go 3-0 and get $15 
in Store Credit!

Go 2-1 and get $5 in Store 
Credit!

Additional prizes will be 
awarded based upon 1st, 

2nd, 3rd place running 
leader board for this event 
and set. Final day will be 

last Monday prior to pre-re-
lease of the next set.

Dio’s Eclectic Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

•

Tuesdays
6 - 8pm

Weekly Flesh & Blood 
Armory

We would love to offer the 
community FaB at our 

play space. We are open to 
hosting whatever people 
are interested in playing! 

Bring a friend or group on 
out and enjoy yourselves! 

Top 6 prizes.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy
•

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering

People are welcome to 
come (in pairs or groups) 
anytime during our busi-
ness hours (1-7pm) and 

play free play. Sign up for 
the event through the WPN 
event link website. People 
are welcome to do this any 

day (Mon-Sun) between 
1-7pm. D&D, Pokémon, 

YuGiOh, or any other family 
friendly game play also wel-

comed in our game room! 
Contact us via call or text if 

you have any questions
(585) 356-7579

Dio’s Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capi-
tal of Honduras?

2. FOOD & DRINK: What is the 
name of the Pillsbury Doughboy?

3. TELEVISION: In which state is 
the sitcom “Roseanne” set?

4. PSYCHOLOGY: What is the fear 
represented in the condition called 
arachibutyrophobia?

5. MUSIC: Which 1992 Radiohead 
song has the lyric “I wish I was spe-
cial”?

6. MOVIES: Who is Indiana Jones’ 
nemesis in “Raiders of the Lost Ark”?

7. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which pres-
ident is known for giving the longest 
inauguration speech to date?

8. LITERATURE: “Cry, the Beloved 
Country” is a novel set in which coun-
try?

9. HISTORY: Which organization 
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1917?

10. ANATOMY: Which element is a 
primary component of bones?

Answers
1. Tegucigalpa.
2. Poppin’ Fresh.
3. Illinois.
4. Fear of peanut butter sticking to 

the roof of one’s mouth.
5. “Creep.”
6. Dr. Rene Belloq.
7. William Henry Harrison, 1 hour 

and 45 minutes.
8. South Africa.
9. International Committee of the 

Red Cross.
10. Calcium.
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RIVALS SPORTS INSIDER

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

Le Roy girls basketball put on anoth-
er defensive clinic in a Tuesday night 
matchup against Geneseo, as the Oat-
kan Knights would end up taking down 
a very tough opponent with a final 
score of 36-34.

This was a back-and-forth battle 
throughout, as Geneseo led for the first 
three quarters of the game, with Le Roy 
always keeping it close.

It was Kylie Wilson who would pro-
vide the heroics for Le Roy in this one, 
as she would drain a 3-pointer with 34 
seconds left to go in the contest to give 
Le Roy its first lead of the game.

The Le Roy defense took it from there, 
staying strong as the clock wound down 
to ride that two-point lead into the win.

Wilson ended the game with a 
team-leading 10 points and added four 
steals.

Bailey Caton and Makenna Gallo 

both dropped nine points for Le Roy. 
In addition, Caton picked up five re-
bounds, and Gallo picked up seven.

Maddie Paddock played a great all-
around game, posting four points, nine 
rebounds and three steals.

Cora Weaver also scored four points 
while getting four rebounds and two 
assists.

Olivia Bucci finished with 11 points, 
four rebounds, two assists and two 
steals, while Sierra Whitney notched 
nine points, three rebounds, and an as-
sist for Geneseo.

Le Roy moves to 10-9 and will play 
its final regular season game against 
another tough opponent in Letchworth 
(15-1) at 7 p.m. on the road Friday.

Geneseo drops to 13-6 after the loss 
and will had its final matchup of the 
regular season on the road against Fill-
more (12-3) on Thursday.

Monday’s results:
CALEDONIA-MUMFORD 44, PA-

VILION 22

Cal-Mum (6-11): Leigh Nickerson 13 
points, 5 rebounds, 4 assists, 5 blocks; 
Olivia Amorese 11 points, 8 rebounds; 
Shea Drazkowski 9 points, 8 rebounds, 
3 steals; Kennedy Williams 6 points, 6 
rebounds; Mady Ross 4 points

Pavilion (3-16): Emma Tillotson 10 
points; Charlotte Rudgers 7 points; 
Mollie McMaster 3 points; Natalie 
Nichiporuk 2 points

Coach’s quote: “Really nice win 
(Monday). Pavilion is a very talented 
young team, and Coach Schwene-
braten always has them ready to play,” 
Cal-Mum head coach Griffin Mervine 
said. “We did not get off to a great start 
on either end of the floor, but execut-
ed really nicely in the second and third 
quarters. Mady (Ross) came in and 
gave us a really good spark in the sec-
ond quarter, and it was nice to see Shea 
knock down three 3s. We have Senior 
Night on Wednesday, and we know 
Wheatland-Chili will be ready for us.”

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

Sean McNear had a stel-
lar performance for Cale-
donia-Mumford boys bas-
ketball on Tuesday night, 
dropping game-high point 
totals and securing a dou-
ble-double to propel the 
Raiders to a 72-63 home win 
against Letchworth.

McNear would finish with 
a whopping 34 points, 10 re-
bounds and six steals, which 
would lead the Cal-Mum 
team in all three categories.

Jake Wiley also played a 
great all-around game for 
the Raiders, putting up 15 
points, six rebounds, four as-
sists and four steals.

Aaron Blaker also contrib-
uted in a big way, posting 11 

points and seven rebounds.
“Happy for our team to-

night for earning a divisional 
win on their Staff Apprecia-
tion Night. Total team effort 
to execute down the stretch 
when we really needed it to 
put the game away. Sean 
was very tough on the of-
fensive end tonight and has 
really stepped into a lead-
ership role since Tyler’s in-

jury. (Letchworth’s) Brody 
Beachel was outstanding 
for them. It’s hard to believe 
he’s only a sophomore by the 
way he plays the game,” Cal-
Mum head coach Josh Shel-
ton said about the win.

L etchwor th’s  Brody 
Beachel also had quite the 
performance in this game, 
posting 31 points of his own 
throughout.

Dylan Dueppengeisser 
finished in double figures 
with 10 points, while Darren 
Abbott added nine points 
and 14 rebounds.

“We simply couldn’t get 
enough stops tonight. Down 
ten at the half we were able to 
cut the deficit to four points 
on a few occasions. Coach 
Shelton did a nice job get-
ting the ball in his playmak-

ers hands and his guys were 
able to knock down the open 
shots tonight,” Letchworth 
head coach Tyler King said.

Cal-Mum is now 8-8 with 
the win and travels to face 
Wheatland-Chili for its next 
game, starting 7 p.m.

Letchworth drops to 2-13 
after the loss and will look to 
bounce back against Avon on 
the road, beginning 7 p.m.

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

Parker Bonefede had a monster 
night on Wednesday in York’s 85-67 win 
over Le Roy.

Bonefede poured in 36 points with 
eight rebounds and two assists.

It was an offensive explosion across 
the board for York, with Brody Pan-
grazio scoring a career-high 21 points 
to go with six rebounds.

Ryan Brady had a double-double 
with 12 points, 11 rebounds, three as-
sists and three steals, whilecMason 
Parsons had 12 points, seven rebounds 
and two steals.

Lincoln Mitrano and Trent Englert 
scored two points each.

“We knew going into the game 
(Wednesday) that we were going to 
have to play very hard to have any 
chance of staying with the No. 1 seed 
in Class B1,” York head coach Joe Stel-

la said. “When we had our pre-game 
meeting, we knew we were going to be 
short-handed at the guard position. 
Fortunately, all week we discussed that 
this game was about being tough inside 
and taking care of all four (Jagger Smith, 
Grady Gilligan, Jameson Zitz, Aidan 
Weaver) of the big, talented forwards 
that Le Roy has. Everyone knows how 
good Matthew Hockey is, but for us, 
it was about taking care of the inside. 
Zack Bauer, Caleb Gavin and Trent En-
glert did an awesome job on Hockey, 
only allowing 15 points from the talent-
ed point guard. Brody Pangrazio played 
an awesome game, scoring a new ca-
reer-high 21 points. And, he joined 
Parker Bonefede, Mason Parsons, Ryan 
Brady, John Ayers and Lincoln Mitrano 
in helping defend their bigs inside and 
taking care of the boards. Grady Gilli-
gan was a beast tonight as he and Park-
er Bonefede traded baskets throughout 
most of the game. Our top two scorers, 

Bonefede (36) and Pangrazio (21), got 
the upper hand on Le Roy’s top two tan-
dem of Gilligan (32) and Hockey (15), 
and that played a huge part in the vic-
tory.”

Grady Gilligan led Le Roy with a 
monster night, tallying 32 points, 11 re-
bounds and two blocks. Matthew Hock-
ey added 15 points on three 3-pointers 
and three assists.

Aidan Weaver recorded nine points 
and three rebounds, while Jagger Smith 
had two points and 10 rebounds.

Brady McClurg drilled a 3-point-
er, Brayden Chase had two points and 
two assists, Maxwell Kolmetz had two 
points and Cole Tonzi dished out four 
assists to round out Le Roy’s efforts.

Le Roy dropped to 11-6 after York 
snapped its four-game winning streak. 
The Oatkan Knights remain atop Sec-
tion V Class B1 ahead of its next match-
up Thursday, Feb. 12, against Rochester 
Prep (1-13).

Wilson Hits Game-Winner, Le Roy Girls Basketball 
Takes Down Geneseo in Defensive Battle

PHOTO CREDIT: PAULA CATON
Le Roy girls basketball defeated Geneseo on Tuesday.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The Le Roy girls basketball team faced a 
tough matchup against Class A Batavia on 
Thursday. After the Oatkan Knights fell into a 
deficit early, the team was able to force over-
time and complete the comeback to take a 56-

51 victory at home.
The Blue Devils were flowing on offense ear-

ly, allowing them to build a 23-14 halftime lead. 
They kept that lead by the end of the third as 
well, staying up 40-30.

It was then that the Oatkan Knights began to 
rally back, as they would outscore Batavia 22-7 

late to tie the game at 47-47 and force overtime.
Both teams were neck and neck in overtime; 

however, Le Roy edged out the Blue Devils to 
claim the comeback victory.

Bailey Caton was clutch for the Oatkan 
Knights in the late stages of this contest, hitting 
two big 3-pointers and draining two free throws 
in OT that gifted Le Roy the win.

Caton would finish with a game-high 23 
points, including three total 3-pointers, and 
three steals as well.

Kylie Wilson also hit double-digits, scoring 
12 points, including two 3-pointers, while snag-
ging four steals.

Cora Weaver finished with eight points and 
two steals, while Maddie Paddock notched six 
points and five rebounds.

Also contributing for Le Roy were Makenna 
Gallo with three points and five rebounds, Lilly 
MacKenzie with two points and two steals, and 
Molly Chase with two points and five rebounds.

Violet Lopez led the way for Batavia with 21 
points, including five 3-pointers, and three as-
sists.

Leilah Manual added 10 points, including a 

3-pointer. Ally Tomidy posted eight points and 
12 rebounds for the Blue Devils, while Karizma 
Wescott racked up eight points, including two 
3-pointers, six rebounds, three assists and four 
steals. Miyah Manual, Nevaeh Thomas and 
London Martin added two points each.

“The girls executed well for most of the 
game. Unfortunately, when we jumped out 
to a 15-point lead, the execution fell apart on 
both ends,” Batavia head coach John McCulley 
said. “Once they stretched the floor against our 
press, our gap responsibilities fell apart. Then, 
to make our offense struggle was when they 
pressed, we did not respond well, and turned 
the ball over too many times, which led to the 
lead to vanish, and they were able to tie it and 
win it in overtime. This is the fifth game of the 
season that we have lost in a similar fashion. 
It hurts so bad to battle and let it slip away. We 
are in a very tough stretch of games for the next 
11 days and then sectionals. If we can be more 
consistent and handle pressure better, we can 
be a problem for teams. Unfortunately, the only 
problem I see is that I have to figure out a way to 
make that happen.”

Le Roy (Red) came out firing and never 
looked back, rolling past Attica (Blue) with a 
strong 45–27 victory!

The game was the definition of team Basket-
ball with every single player scoring in the win.

Amaeus Largeroy led the charge with 10 
points, while Tarick Vangalio added 8. Everette 
Torrey knocked in 6, Parker Page had 5, and 
Xander Parker and Jayce Miller each chipped in 
4. Luke Chappel also finished with 4. Greyson 

Biggins and Aaron Bailey adding 2 apiece to 
round out the scoring.

Le Roy pushed the pace, shared the ball, and 
brought nonstop defensive pressure all game 
long.

With the win, Le Roy improves to a perfect 
6–0 on the season!

They’ll look to finish the year strong next 
week as they face Le Roy 5th Grade (Black) to 
close out the season.

McNear Drops 30-Point Double-Double to Give 
Cal-Mum Boys Basketball Win Over Letchworth

Bonefede, Pangrazio Power York Boys Basketball Over Le Roy

PHOTO CREDIT: PETE WELKER
York’s Parker Bonefede drives against Batavia earlier 
this season. Bonefede scored a game-high 36 points in 
York’s win on Wednesday.

Le Roy Girls Basketball Rallies Back for Overtime Win Over Batavia

Statement Win for Le Roy Youth Basketball Fifth Grade (Red)
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RIVALS SPORTS INSIDER

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

Avon was the site on 
Tuesday as Livingston 
County crowned its league 
cheerleading champions.

Le Roy earned the Divi-
sion 1 title, scoring 73.95 to 
finish just behind Perry for 
the Grand Championship. 
It was the fifth straight title 
for the Oatkan Knights.

“I always tell them, 
you don’t want to hit your 
peak at the wrong time,” 
Le Roy head coach Jamie 
Holman said. “All three of 
our competitions, we have 
had some minor issues, so 
we haven’t really had that 
good, clean hit yet. They’re 
doing a lot of good things, 
so we always celebrate 
those positives, but we 
take our score, and we dis-
sect it and go back and fix 

the things that need fixing 
and focus on whatever it is 
that you know maybe went 
wrong or wasn’t as clean as 
it could be, and we go from 
there.”

Perry emerged as the 
big winners of the night, 
crowned as the Division 
3 and Grand Champions 
with the highest score (74) 
of the competition.

“These athletes have 
poured their hearts into 
this season,” Perry head 
coach Ashley Hyjek said. 
“They’ve sacrificed time, 
pushed through tough 
days, and never stopped 
believing in one another. 
Watching them see their 
hard work pay off like this 
is something I’ll never for-
get.”

Letchworth earned the 
Division 2 title, the first 
LCAA competitive cheer-

leading title in school his-
tory.

Maddie Geising also par-
ticipated in the individual 
cheer and dance competi-
tion at the league tourna-
ment, finishing in the top 
three. Geising was selected 
to represent Letchworth 
and the LCAA at the Ronald 
McDonald All-Star Game 
on March 27 at Gates Chili 
High School.

“Positive attitudes and 
strong senior leadership 
from Maddie, Haley, Ka-
trina, Maddyn, Sophie, 
Sammy, and Shirley led 
the way to bringing home 
the title,” Letchworth head 
coach Marsha Mistretta 
said. “Congrats to the en-
tire team on their amazing 
performance. To say I’m 
proud of these girls would 
be an understatement. This 
was our first competition 

of the season, and to come 
home with the LCAA title is 
a testament to their deter-
mination and teamwork. 
Congratulations on this 
well-deserved honor.”

Bath-Haverling had the 
third-highest score of the 
entire competition, finish-
ing second in Division 1 
with a score of 73.80. Dans-
ville finished third in Divi-
sion 1 with a score of 69.50, 
the fourth-best score of the 
competition.

In a tough division, the 
Mustangs came away with 
a solid third place,” Dans-
ville head coach Debo-
rah Robinson said. “The 
team made some great 
improvements since Sat-
urday’s competition, and 
the scores showed it. We 
had many great scores, in-
cluding the highest tum-
bling execution in our 

division. We also had the 
fourth-highest score out 
of all 13 teams competing 
tonight. I am very proud of 
the work the team has put 
in all season. Having one 
practice between competi-
tions is always a challenge, 
but this team put in the 
work they needed to yes-
terday and stepped up their 
performance. We still have 
some things to improve, 
but I am so happy with 
their performance tonight.”

W a y l a n d - C o h o c t o n 
rounded out the scoring in 
Division 1 (68.10).

Avon finished second in 
Division 2 and fifth out of 
all 13 teams with a score 
of 68.75. York/Pavilion in 
third (49.20) and Geneseo 
in fourth (38.30) rounded 
out Division 2 scoring.

The Division 3 run-
ner-up was Mount Morris, 

which scored 67.40 to se-
cure its highest finish at the 
league championships in 
program history.

Cal-Mum scored 66.15 to 
finish in third place.

“Our Cal-Mum varsity 
cheerleaders had a strong 
performance at the Living-
ston County Competitive 
Cheerleading Champion-
ships (Tuesday). Our team 
earned a third-place fin-
ish in Division 3. While we 
had a few small errors, the 
effort, determination, and 
heart on the mat were un-
deniable. This team is hun-
gry, motivated, and just 
getting started,” Cal-Mum 
head coach Michelle Car-
son said.

Warsaw in fourth (63.20) 
and Keshequa in fifth 
(57.80) rounded out Divi-
sion 3 scoring.

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

Le Roy, Letchworth and 
Bath-Haverling combined 
to have seven wrestlers 
win individual sectional 
titles at Saturday’s Section 
V Class B2 Boys Wrestling 
Championships.

L etchw or th earne d 
two wins on the day, 
headlined by Joe Scott. 
He was named the Most 
Outstanding Wrestler in 
the lightweight divisions 
after winning the title at 
138 pounds. Scott defeat-
ed Waterloo/Mynderse’s 
Jackson Worden via tech-
nical fall, 18-1.

Gunner Kemp was the 
Legends’ other winner on 
the day, securing a 13-9 
decision over East Roch-
ester’s Stephen Williams 
at 165 pounds. Letchworth 

finished third as a team 
with 126.5 points.

Le Roy led the way with 
three winners. Ryan Crissy 
took home the 110-pound 
title to kick things off for 
the Oatkan Knights. Daw-
son Wojtaszczyk was the 
winner at 132 pounds, 
taking down Letchworth’s 
Justin Mann by a 5-0 de-
cision. Thomas Cris-

sy rounded out the Le 
Roy trio, winning at 215 
pounds. He defeated Can-
isteo-Greenwood’s Syklar 
Miles by decision, 4-1.

As a team, Le Roy fin-
ished second to even-
tual champions Canis-
teo-Greenwood. Le Roy 
scored 203.5 points, with 
C-G taking first with 240. 
The Oatkan Knights had 
all 11 wrestlers that com-
peted on the day finish in 
the top six, qualifying for 
next week’s New York State 
qualifier tournament.

Bath-Haverling also 
had two winners on the 
day. Lukas Mills-Travis 
was the 118-pound cham-
pion after earning a 10-1 
major decision over Pavil-
ion/York’s Kaleb Beards-
ley. Gage Thomas added 
a victory at 150 pounds, 
earning a 4-1 decision 
against Waterloo/Myn-

derse’s Robert Pullen. The 
Rams finished sixth with 
117.5 points.

Beardsley was the top 
finisher for P/Y, which fin-
ished 11th as a team with 
71.5 points. Keshequa/
Fillmore took 12th place as 
a team, led by a fifth-place 
finish from Logan Weier-
heiser at 138 pounds.

C-G finished tied with 

Le Roy with three first-
place finishes from Con-
nor McCaffrey (126 lbs.), 
Austin Hall (157 lbs.) and 
Carson Turner (190 lbs.). 
Other winners were East 
Rochester’s Prinston Sea-
wright (103 lbs.) and Ste-
ven McCann (144 lbs.), 
Wellsville’s Xander Out-
man (175 lbs.) and Lyons’ 
Brayden Dapalito (285 

lbs.). Outman was named 
the Most Outstanding 
Wrestler for the heavy-
weight divisons.

All wrestlers who fin-
ished in the top six in their 
respective weight classes 
will compete at the Sec-
tion V New York State 
Qualifier tournament Sat-
urday at Bath-Haverling 
High School.

Le Roy Cheerleading Captures 
LCAA D1 Championship Title

PHOTO PROVIDED: JAYME QUTERMOUS
Le Roy won the Divsion 1 title on Tuesday at the LCAA Championships.

Scott Headlines 7 Individual Wins in Class B2 
from Le Roy, Letchworth, B-H Boys Wrestling

PHOTO CREDIT: BRIAN ROOK
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By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The Byron-Bergen/Le Roy 
boys swimming and diving 
team fought off some tough 
competition and claimed the 
Section V Class C champion-
ship at the Webster High School 
Aquatic Center on Saturday.

The B-B/LR team scored 352 
points to claim the champion-
ship block, with several strong 
individual and relay perfor-
mances helping the team along 
the way.

Carter Fix was dominant 
during the meet for B-B/LR, as 
he would take individual wins 
in both the 200 free (1 minute 
46.90 seconds) and the 500 free 
(5 minutes 6.47 seconds).

Fix’s time in the 200 free 
qualified him for state compe-
tition.

“Definitely feels sweet,” 
Fix said. “The 200 will be fun. 
Hopefully, some of (my team-
mates) will come and join me 
at practice so I’m not alone. But 
yeah, it’ll be fun.”

Fix was also a member of 
two winning relays, along with 
teammates Liam Grayson, 

Zachary Gay, Malacai McGrath 
and Jack Walker. The B-B/LR 
team would take both the 200 
free relay (1 minute 33.72 sec-
onds) and the 400 free relay (3 
minutes 27.23 seconds).

In that last relay, Fix made up 
a lot of ground to secure the win 
for his team, which helped B-B/
LR not only capture the event 
but also capture the champion-
ship title.

“I was really glad I could do 
it with my boys, you know. I 
wouldn’t want to go out any 
other way,” Fix said. “I saw that 
last 50, I’m just like, I did what 
any of these other guys would 
do, keep the head down and 
just drive. It’s what we had to do, 
and we got it done.”

Fix would be named the 
Swimmer of the Meet for his 
efforts throughout the Class C 
championship, but winning the 
team title was the real highlight 
of the day for him.

“I liked standing on the po-
dium with my team a little bit 
better. They came through, too; 
it was a good swim by every-
body,” Fix said.

B-B/LR also picked up some 

key top-three finishes en route 
to the win, as Grayson took sec-
ond in the 200 IM (2 minutes 
12.81 seconds), Walker took 
second in the 100 backstroke 
(57.23 seconds) and the re-
lay team of Anna Kent, Lucas 
Morrison, Walker and Gay took 
third in the 200 medley relay (1 
minute 49.26 seconds).

Grayson was grateful for the 
support of his teammates all 
season in allowing him to suc-
ceed in the 200 IM.

“Just working hard all year,” 
Grayson said. “I kind of got 
thrown into the 200 IM halfway 
through the season, but just 
kept progressing and working 
hard. I can’t say enough about 
the team getting pushed every 
day, my people in practice, like 
Jack (Walker). And then the 
awesome girls team showing 
up every day and working hard 
and pushing us harder, show-
ing up like they did today. And 
everyone just working as hard 
as they can and pushing each 
other, and that pushed me.”

B-B/LR’s head coach Sara 
Stockwell also won an award, as 
she was named Section V Class 

C Coach of the Year following 
the meet.

Avon came in second place 
as a team, with the River Hawks 
fighting hard throughout to 
post 328 total points.

Jax Rene picked up a win in 
the 50 free for the River Hawks 
with a time of 22.98 seconds. 
Brandon Hunt also grabbed a 
win for Avon in the 100 free with 
a time of 50.24 seconds.

Isabella Curtis won the div-
ing championships for Avon 
after posting a total score of 
389.60.

Livonia took third place as a 
team during the Class C cham-
pionships, notching 316 total 
points.

Noah Rode was the top fin-
isher for the Bulldogs after tak-
ing first in the 100 backstroke 
(55.89 seconds).

“This team of young men has 
grown so much over the past 
season,” Livonia head coach Jo-
nah Kiehle said. “With so much 
uncertainty at the beginning of 
the season, with such a young 
team, these boys really worked 
hard to fill up and be competi-
tive in every event. The coaches 

are beyond proud of the suc-
cess these swimmers and div-
ers have created for themselves. 
Congrats to the seniors, Alex, 
Dan and Noah for their dedi-
cation and leadership over the 
past four years.”

Dansville’s Ryan Frazier was 
the other GLOW region winner, 
taking first in the 200 IM (2 min-
utes 9.38 seconds). The Mus-
tangs came in ninth as a team 
after posting 118 points.

A series of GLOW region 
teams took fifth, sixth and sev-
enth, as Pembroke/Alexander 
scored 179 points, Hornell/Ark-
port-Canaseraga scored 157 
points, and Letchworth/Perry 
scored 148 points.

Rounding out placings of 
GLOW region teams at the 
meet were Bath-Haverling in 
10th with 95 total points, Way-
land-Cohocton in 12th with 71 
total points, and Attica in 13th 
place with 40 total points.

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

The Cal-Mum boys wres-
tling team and head coach Paul 
‘Chip’ Day capped a storybook 
season perfectly on Saturday.

In the Raiders’ head man’s 
final season at the helm, his 
team dominated the field to win 
the Section V Class B3 champi-
onship, scoring 254 points. The 
Raiders finished 81.5 points 
ahead of second-place By-
ron-Bergen (172.5 points).

“This has just been the cherry 
on the sundae or whatever you 
want to call it,” Day said. “For 
this to be last year, and for me to 
ask these guys to put everything 
out that they had. To wrestle 
hard, to get locked in and do ev-
erything that they could possi-
bly do, they’ve done such a great 
job. I cannot say how much I ap-
preciate every one of them here. 
I’ve got 24 kids on my team, they 
wrestle hard every day, and all 
this is possible because of each 
one of them and what they did 
and what they brought to the 
team. I’m just so thankful that 
this opportunity has come our 
way.”

Day was named the Section V 
Class B3 Coach of the Year, add-
ing to honors this season, which 
included winning the Living-

ston County League Coach of 
the Year award and his team 
winning the LCAA Division 2 
Championship and the LCAA 
Championship earlier this sea-
son.

“It’s been amazing. We work 
hard, and I do this for each one 
of them,” Day said. “It’s not 
about awards and accolades 
for me; it’s about what these 
kids can accomplish either on 
the mat or off the mat. I’m just 
so grateful that they want to be 
attentive to what I tell them and 
ask them to do. They have done 
such a good job. None of this is 
possible for me without each 
and every one of them. I’m so 
thankful for that.”

The Raiders were led by three 
grapplers who won individual 
titles on Saturday. James Pata-
nella scored the first of the day, 
taking the title at 150 pounds. 
Patanella put forth a dominant 
effort to knock off Byron-Ber-
gen’s James Lamb via a 17-1 
technical fall.

“I was really happy. I don’t 
think I’ve ever been happier 
wrestling before in my career,” 
Patanella said.

Evan Martin grabbed the 
Raiders’ second title of the day 
in the 165-pound champion-
ship. Martin scored the win over 

Lyndonville’s Greyson Romano.
“I was happy, it meant a lot to 

me,” Martin said. “It’s my senior 
year. This was my one goal for 
the season, and I did it. I think 
it’s the perfect way to end my 
season and my wrestling career.”

The star of the day was Jack-
son Peet. Peet was surgical in a 
win over Warsaw’s Colton Dahl, 
scoring a technical fall win 16-1. 
Peet was named the Most Out-
standing Wrestler for the heavy-
weight division.

“I came back from injury, 
and everyone was really push-
ing me, trying to make me bet-
ter and everything,” Peet said. 
“Evan (Martin) was my practice 
partner, so we put a lot of work 
in on the mat. Everyone worked 
really hard and rose to the chal-
lenge. Last season ended, we 
came up short, and everyone 
was like, ‘This is what we want to 
do next year.’”

As for winning the team title, 
Peet was not surprised by the 
result, knowing the talent in the 
building early on.

“I’ve put a lot of work in, so 
this is kind of what it’s all come 
to, I guess,” he said. “I’m not 
really too happy or whatever. 
I just kind of knew this was go-
ing to happen. We have a great 
team here, a lot of good practice 

partners, and everyone pushes 
hard. So yeah, it’s kind of expect-
ed, I think.”

The Raiders had four wres-
tlers finish as runner-ups to help 
run up the score. Jose Peraza at 
110 pounds, Jakob Bishop at 
126 pounds, David Scott at 138 
pounds and Colby Burns at 144 
pounds were the second-place 
finishers for the Raiders.

Byron-Bergen had a pair 
of winners in its second-place 
showing. Parker Moore cap-
tured the 157-pound title in a 
dominant performance over 
Red Jacket’s Wyatt Rossignol via 
a 16-1 technical fall.

Soloman Smith added to 
the Bees’ total with his sec-
ond straight sectional cham-
pionship. After winning the 
160-pound championship a 
year ago, Smith won the title at 
175 pounds this season in a 10-5 
decision over Lyndonville’s Ben 
Doolan.

Warsaw’s Nick Hudson was 
the final winner from the GLOW 
region. Hudson took home the 
285-pound win by pinning Al-
fred Almond’s Matt Goho at 3 
minutes and 30 seconds. War-
saw finished eighth as a team 
with 86.5 points. Dahl and An-
thony Moran, at 118 pounds, 
both added second-place fin-

ishes for the Tigers.
Lyndonville finished third as 

a team with 153 points. Doolan, 
Romano and Bryson Hazel at 
103 pounds all finished in sec-
ond to lead the effort.

Perry rounded out the GLOW 
region representation in Class 
B3, finishing in 10th place (77 
points). Andrew Dueppengiess-
er (126 lbs.) and Colton Royce 
(103 lbs.) both finished in third 
for the Yellowjackets.

Other winners at the cham-
pionships were South Seneca’s 
Harley Wilkins (110 lbs.) and 
Barrett David (126 lbs.), Red 
Jacket’s Tristan Bellis (118 lbs.) 

and Barrett Wetherbee (132 
lbs.), Alfred Almond’s Xavier 
Allen (103 lbs.), Campbell-Sa-
vona’s Liam Maddock (138 
lbs.), Avoca-Prattsburgh/Ham-
mondsport’s Chase Mummey 
(142 lbs.) and Dundee’s Caleb 
Bartlett (215 lbs.). David was 
named the Most Outstanding 
Wrestler in the lightweight divi-
sions.

All wrestlers who finished 
in the top six in their respective 
weight classes will compete at 
the Section V New York State 
Qualifier tournament Saturday 
at Bath-Haverling High School.

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

The Byron-Bergen/LeRoy 
girls swim team claimed its 
fourth straight Genesee Re-
gion/Niagara-Orleans Inter-
sectional Championship title 
on Friday at Gates-Chili High 
School, finishing first overall 
with 274.5 points to edge out 
Oakfield-Alabama/Elba (264) 
and Newfane (241).

B-B/LR won despite having 
zero first or second place finish-
es during the meet.

“It’s a testament to the depth 

of this team that these ladies 
were able to win this meet 
without a single first or second 
place finish. What a way to end 
a spectacular season,” B-B/LR 
head coach Sara Stockwell said.

B-B/LR placed sixth in the 
200 medley relay as Ruth Kui-
pers, Rena Wilson, Ainsley 
Kent and Katy Erion combined 
for a time of 2 minutes 13.64 
seconds. Gianna Graff earned 
a third-place finish in the 200 
freestyle (2 minutes 18.14 sec-
onds), while Lila Graff followed 
with an eighth-place showing 
(2 minutes 27.93 seconds). 

Wilson placed eighth in the 200 
IM (2 minutes 46.75 seconds), 
and Grace Mundell finished 
eighth in the 50 free with a time 
of 28.68 seconds. In the 100 fly, 
Kent placed seventh (1 minute 
17.17 seconds) and Erion took 
eighth (1 minute 20.21 sec-
onds).

B-B/LR also had a strong 
showing in the 100 free, with 
Kuipers placing eighth (1 min-
ute 2.94 seconds) and Mundell 
right behind in ninth (1 minute 
3.18 seconds). Lila Graff added 
another top finish by placing 
seventh in the 500 free with a 
time of 6 minutes 39.05 sec-
onds.

Gianna Graff, Annora 
Karcher, Kent and Mundell 
placed seventh in the 200 free 
relay (1 minute 57.14 sec-
onds). Kuipers later earned a 
sixth-place finish in the 100 
backstroke (1 minute 16.67 sec-
onds), and Wilson placed sixth 
in the 100 breaststroke (1 min-
ute 21.90 seconds).

Byron-Bergen/Le Roy 
closed the meet on a high note 
as Mundell, Kuipers, Wilson 
and Gianna Graff captured 
third place in the 400 free relay 
with a time of 4 minutes 20.22 
seconds.

Oakfield-Alabama/Elba 
finished second as a team on 
a night full of tremendous fin-
ishes. The Sharks earned mul-
tiple championship wins, led 
by Swimmer of the Meet Tori 
Davis, who won the 50 free in 
25.80 seconds and the 500 free 

in 5 minutes 51.14 seconds. Da-
vis joined with Vivian Hilchey, 
Sarah Pritchett and Brooke 
Schramm to capture first place 
in the 200 free relay (1 minute 
49.08 seconds) and the 400 free 
relay (4 minutes 7.28 seconds).

Hilchey also placed first in 
the 200 free (2 minutes 11.22) 
and second in the 100 free 
(58.13 seconds).

“Excellent swims, great at-
titudes, I could not be more 
proud of the O-A Sharks’ per-
formances across this season.” 
O-A/E head coach Macrae Ha-
luszczak said.

Pembroke/Alexander fin-
ished in fifth place as a team 
with 222 points.

The team opened the meet 
with a first-place finish in the 
200 medley relay from Rose 
Reisdorf, Madison Bock, Alli-
son Zika and Addison Winters. 
The quartet finished in 2 min-
utes 6.06 seconds.

Reisdorf also secured a win 
in the 100 backstroke in 1 min-
ute 9.33 seconds, and took third 
place in the 200 IM (2 minutes 
32.62 seconds). Addison Win-
ters added a second-place 
finish in the 50 free (27.46 sec-
onds).

Pembroke/Alexander also 
earned second-place in the 200 
free relay with Reisdorf, Maura 
Grimes, Bock and Winters fin-
ishing in 1 minute 54.69 sec-
onds.

Albion’s Keira Sidari secured 
two victories on the night, tak-
ing the 200 IM in 2 minutes 

23.82 seconds and the 100 free 
in 57.42 seconds. The Purple 
Eagles were ninth as a team 
with 114 points.

York/Pavilion’s Grace 
Northrop was the winner in 
the 100 fly in 1 minute 4.53 sec-
onds. Y/P finished in 11th place 
with 83 points.

Medina took sixth place 
(158), led by Madeline Mark, 
who took fourth in the 500 free 
(6 minutes 15.04 seconds) and 
fifth in the 200 free (2 minutes 
19.17 seconds).

Batavia/Notre Dame was 
10th overall with 92 points. Lily 
Bellamy led the charge, placing 
third in the 100 fly (1 minute 
7.87 seconds) and fourth in the 
50 fly (27.88 seconds).

Bellamy also joined with 

Mari Bellittera, Isla Curri-
er-Dunton and Ashleigh Burg-
er for a fourth-place finish in 
the 400 free relay (4 minutes 
30.66 seconds).

Attica was in 12th place with 
56 points. The Blue Devils’ top 
finishers were Madelyn Burg-
er, who took 13th in the 200 
free (2 minutes 35.94 seconds), 
and Ellie Meyer, who took 13th 
place in the 100 breaststroke (1 
minute 37.01 seconds).

Akron’s Aurora VanDusen 
won the 100 breaststroke in 
1 minute 17.02 seconds. Her 
team took fourth place with 
225.5 points.

Harley Allendale Colum-
bia finished seventh with 149 
points, and Royland-Hartland 
was eighth with 120.

Fix dominates, Byron-Bergen/Le Roy Boys Swimming and Diving Claims Class C Title

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE DAILY NEWS
The Section V Class C championship winning By-
ron-Bergen/Le Roy swimming and diving team.

Peet, Patanella, Martin Win to Lead Cal-Mum Boys 
Wrestling to First ‘B3’ Title Since 2000

B-B/LR Girls Swimming and Diving Wins Fourth Straight GR/NO Championship

PHOTO CREDIT: SARA STOCKWELL
The Byron-Bergen/LeRoy girls swim team claimed its 
fourth straight Genesee Region/Niagara-Orleans Inter-
sectional Championship title on Friday, finishing first 
overall with 274.5 points.
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MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Cal-Mum won its first boys wrestling sectional champi-
onship since 2000 on Saturday.


