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First Night Fireworks Raffle to support LeRoy Business Council and Local Businesses Drawing: Tues., Dec. 9th, 2025 Smoking Eagle BBQ @ 7pm 
Ticket Donation: $5 each or 3 for $10All Proceeds to benefit The First Night FireworksMail payment and slip to: Bob Bennett at 8729 West Bergen Rd. Leroy NY 14482  

or email bbennettbanker@gmail.comOr stop in to some of our local sponsors for tickets: Mill St Liquor, LeRoy Save A Lot, Made. Salon, VIP K9, Smoking Eagle,  
Joe Sherman Barber Shop, Yngodess, No Finer Diner and Personal Preference Salon

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

Solar farms, rising elec-
tricity costs, and the state 
of the renting and housing 
markets were some of the 
issues LeRoyan’s expressed 
concerns about during a 
town hall hosted by Assem-
blyman Steve Hawley at 
Woodward Memorial Li-
brary in Le Roy this past Sat-
urday.

Hawley, who represents 
the 139th Assembly district, 
met with a small group of 
local residents for about an 
hour and took the time to 
speak with them about these 
issues and more.

� e � rst topic of discus-
sion during Saturday’s event 
involved solar farms. A local 
resident brought up the fact 
that more and more seem 
to be being placed on local 
farmland, and he was con-
cerned that both local food 
production and the local 
charm of the countryside 
would be largely lost if this 
were to continue.

Hawley brought up his 
own family’s farming expe-
rience and the discussion 
with attendees reflected 
disappointment to see so 
much farmland get turned 
into solar farms. He men-
tioned that around 125 acres 
of farmland his family used 
to own from Transit Road to 
Bank Street Road in Byron 
has recently been leased to 
become a solar farm by the 
land’s new owners.

He also mentioned how 
the solar panels that he has 
seen being put up aren’t 
even being made here in the 

United States.
“None of this stu�  is even 

being made in this country,” 
Hawley said.

Concerns regarding 
the long-term effects were 
something Hawley focused 
on, as the mass conversion 
of farmland into solar farms, 
and the removal of topsoil 
from the land in order to do 
so, presents uncertainty.

“What’s going to happen 
in 30 years when the leas-
es are up? Who knows? We 
don’t know. The topsoil is 
gone,” Hawley said.

“Often times, the state 
jumps into things without 
looking at the long-term 
rami� cations,” he added.

Hawley wanted to em-
phasize that he believes we 

shouldn’t blame the farmers 
for what’s happening, but 
instead look for solutions to 
help incentivize keeping the 
land farmland.

“You can’t blame the 
farmers, because once a 
farmer always a farmer. It’s 

in my blood, it’s in my heart, 
it’s in my brain,” Hawley said. 
“� ere’s no givens in farm-
ing. You are price takers, not 
price makers. You take what 
the market will give you.”

State mandates about new 
construction needing to be 

all electric at the start of the 
new year, statewide pushes 
for electric school buses, and 
other moves to electrify the 
state by 2034 seem like an 
impossible goal to Hawley.

“Electrification. Totally 
impossible, to be electri� ed 
by 2034 I think it is,” Hawley 
said.

“Electric school busses 
for the schools across this 
area, across the whole state. 
How are you going to do 
that going from $150,000 to 
$450,000 per bus. Something 
like that, three times more,” 
he said.

He believes that these 
moves are being made by 

people in places such as New 
York City and other large cit-
ies across the state.

“These are all policies 
that have been pushed by 
members of the majority, 
predominantly from urban 
areas, the biggest urban area 
being the eight million peo-
ple down in the boroughs,” 
Hawley said.

“It doesn’t matter whether 
you are Republican or Dem-
ocrat, if you’re from upstate 
and you’re from a rural or 
even suburban area, you’re 
kind of one of them, you’re in 
the minority,” he continued.

Assemblyman Steve Hawley Hosts Town Hall in Le Roy

SAMUEL ZERILLO/ THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Assemblyman Steve Hawley with Le Royan Phillip Zerillo, discussing the issues sur-
rounding the rising number of solar farms in the local area.

See HAWLEY Page A4
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By MIKE PETTINELLA
For The Daily News

Laurie Mancuso is running 
as a Republican and Conser-
vative for the Genesee Coun-
ty Legislature’s District 5 seat 
that represents the Town of Le 
Roy.

Mancuso is an Ohio native 
and Caledonia-Mumford 
High School graduate who 
went on to earn a bachelor’s 
degree from Alfred Univer-
sity and master of business 
administration degree from 
the University of Rochester. 
She and her husband, Andy 
Kalish, live in the Village of Le 
Roy.

Retired after a long career 
in the manufacturing sector, 
she was employed for 30 years 
at Eastman Kodak, where 
she took on a variety of roles, 
concluding in 2012 as opera-
tions manager for corporate 
research and engineering. Af-
ter leaving Kodak, she worked 
for medical device companies 
and at Johnson & Johnson’s 
wound care facility in Georgia.

She is an active participant 
on the Le Roy Republican 
Committee and on the board 
of All Babies Cherished in Bat-
avia.

Q. As early voting ap-
proaches and the general 
election about three weeks 
away, what have you learned 
over the past three months 
as far as meeting with people 
in the Town of Le Roy — their 
thoughts and opinions re-
garding pertinent issues?

A. Over the past three 
months now, it’s gone be-
yond the Republican Party to 
all voters within our district, 
which has been great. So, I’ve 
been able to talk to indepen-
dents, no party affiliation, 
Democrats to get a sense for 
what’s on their minds and a lot 
of them have reinforced what 
I’ve learned during the prima-
ry season.

Economic development 
is, of course, important to the 
area; making sure that the de-
velopment we do is aligned 
with the values and visions 
that we have for our village 
and town. Also, public water. 
� e four corners of our district 
are currently without public 
water.

So I’m committed to work 
with our town and also the 
county to make sure that we 
close those gaps over the 
course of the coming year or 
so. � at’s very important. To 
be without public water at this 
time in our history is some-
thing we have to correct.

Also what I’ve learned is 
our life-saving resources like 
our ambulance base, we need 
to make sure that we safe-
guard these important insti-
tutions for our communities. 
I’ve met with them a couple of 
times, learning about what’s 
important for them. � is is the 
Le Roy ambulance base here, 
which actually services the 
county broadly. I think we also 
can step into more emergency 
preparedness, not only in our 
own village in town, but across 
the county.

And finally, just making 
sure I stay connected so peo-
ple who didn’t know their 
previous county legislator 
will know who I am and I’ll 
be a regular in terms of letting 
them know what progress 
we’re making, what things are 
coming up, and that I’m work-
ing for them.

Q. That pretty much an-
swers the next question about 
your platform. Do you have a 

website set up or anything like 
that?

A. I don’t have a website. 
I have a Facebook, L4L, Lau-
rie for Legislator, that I set up 
when I � rst started in the pri-
mary, and my pamphlet that I 
go around door-to-door with 
outlines the tenets that I just 
outlined here. And it gives 
just a little bit more about me 
that people may not know as 
I’m now courting a broader 
population with this general 
election.

I want to make sure they 
know who I am, where I come 
from, my background. Not 
having been in public o�  ce 
before, I think it’s important 
that people get a sense for who 
I am and what my values are.

Q. Beyond water and eco-
nomic development, what 
else have you learned from 
talking to people that ei-
ther reinforced your ideas or 
brought something new that 
you hadn’t focused on before?

A. Well, it reinforced what I 
thought things that have come 
up in our comprehensive 
planning for the village, how 
important economic develop-
ment is and, like I said, a line to 
the values and the vision that 
we have for the community.

So, some of the develop-
ment that’s gone on over the 
years, I don’t believe has fully 
embraced that. An example 
would be Ivy Village.

Now, Ivy Village is a senior 
residential site that’s been 

developed by the (Genesee 
County) Economic Devel-
opment Center and it is very 
valuable to that population, 
I’m not going to take that 
away from it at all. But I think 
that there could have been 
better communication with 
the village and town — public 
meetings that were not really 
advertised well enough to en-
gage the community about 
what was happening there.

So I would look deeply at 
how the Economic Develop-
ment Center is engaging our 
village and town boards and 
the population on these types 
of things to make sure that it’s 
an understanding of what’s 
happening with tax money, 
what’s happening with the 
design of these particular de-
velopments, that type of thing.

Q. Have you taken in any 
legislature meetings or is it just 
mostly been campaigning?

A. I have. � e most recent 
one was the … Sept. 10th 
meeting (concerning) the so-
lar projects and the council 
stand or the legislature stand 
on further development of 
solar. I found that to be an in-
teresting topic that came up 
there that I speci� cally wanted 
to be a part of an understand.

Q. So, it’s probably been an 
educational process as well, 
correct?

A. Oh, absolutely. I mean 
the population is educating 
me. I’m learning from, not so 
much participating, but going 
to these meetings, I’ve been to 
the county legislature, I’m a 
regular at local town and vil-
lage meetings as well.

So, just understanding how 
things work. I don’t want to 
be too intrusive, it’s been very 
eye-opening. And, hopefully, 
with success, we’ll be able to 
be a more permanent part of 
that process.

Q. As far as the Town of Le 
Roy is concerned, what sets 
that apart or makes it di� erent 
from some of the other towns? 
What are the speci� c needs 
that you see for the Town of Le 
Roy?

A. Well, speci� cally, I can’t 
really speak for the other dis-
tricts to know where they are 
with their water issues, but 
that’s been a tenet that’s been 
an issue here and I want to 
make sure it’s corrected. I 
think a part of that is working 
my partners, future partners, 
who would be the legislators 
that are on the four corners of 
our district, making sure that 

we’re aligned with things that 
are important between our 
districts … so that we’re shar-
ing support for each other in 
the process of improving our 
collective community.

� at’s one of the commit-
ments I have is to make sure 
as I would become a part of 
the legislature to engage with 
my partners there and really 
understand what’s important 
for them so that we can work 
together make the things hap-
pen for all of our districts — to 
benefit them as well as our 
own here.

Q. � e legislature’s priority 
is doing what’s best for Gen-
esee County, looking at the 
big picture. How do you mar-
ry that with the needs of the 
town?

A. Well, I think that, just 
personally speaking, I think 
that our town and the village 
don’t take advantage of all of 
the things available within 
the county — that the coun-
ty budgets for —and that our 
residents here could be taking 
advantage of.

So we need to be better 
connected to what the county 
is o� ering and take advantage 
of that more broadly within 
our community here. I think 
that’s a missed opportunity 
that I would rectify with my 
gained knowledge and then 
connection to my community 
here.

Q. What specifically are 
they missing out on?

A. Well, like the (Genesee 
County) O�  ce for the Aging, 
for example. We have some 
fairly healthy Facebook site, 
as most districts do, I’m sure, 
with people asking for what 
they can do for their mother 
who has this particular situa-
tion. Is there any service avail-
able to us?

So I think having a stronger 
presence within our commu-
nity directly would help the 
community to know immedi-
ately what services are avail-
able for them to support their 
elderly or people that have 
special needs, for children, 
you name it.

Q. Two topics in the news 
are the GCEDC and STAMP 
(WNY Science & Technolo-
gy Advanced Manufacturing 
Park) and, which you men-
tioned earlier, limiting solar in 
the county because of the loss 
of agricultural land. What are 
your thoughts on those?

A. I actually took a field 
trip with my husband out to 
STAMP in the summertime, 
which was very interesting. I 
summarized that in my Face-
book.

Edwards (Vacuum) is com-
ing along fairly well. I think 
they’re going to bring about 
some good job growth in that 
particular area.

There have been some 
puts and takes, starts and 
stops with other development 
there, such as Plug Power and 

others. I’m interested to � nd 
out what will happen with 
the data center and some of 
the controversies around that 
and how those things will be 
resolved. So, that’ll be some-
thing that I’ll be more engaged 
with, of course, and under-
stand better what some of 
those challenges are.

With regard to solar, … 
farmers, it’s their land to do 
with what they believe is the 
right thing to do. And these so-
lar companies, I think come in 
to obviously make money for 
themselves. � e bottom line is 
that solar does destroy the ag-
ricultural production of those 
lands.

So, I support limiting that. 
I support the resolution that 
the county’s legislator has put 
forward. I think it should have 
been done sooner on, from 
my perspective on, and the 
towns, too, have some lever-
age with regard to zoning that 
perhaps they could be taking 
advantage of and stop some of 
that proliferation as well.

Q. How optimistic are you 
going against Nikki Calhoun, 
who you know very well and 
probably are friends with?

A. I do. I’m with Nikki on 
the steering committee for the 
comprehensive plan. So we’ve 
worked together on that. 
� at’s really been the extent of 
my interaction with Nikki.

She’s well supported by her 
Democratic Party and I look 
forward to whatever outcome 
happens. I hope it’s favorable 
in my direction, of course, and 
I’m just working to let people 
know what I bring to the table 
and the capacity and, hope-
fully, that will be successful for 
me in November.

Mancuso said she will be 
participating in a Meet the 
Candidates event on Oct. 21 at 
Independent Living of Genesee 
Region in Batavia. � e event 
will also be live streamed on 
WNYIL’s Facebook and You-
Tube Pages.

‘Need to Close Public Water Gap’
Mancuso discusses District 5 issues

Mancuso
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By MIKE PETTINELLA
For The Daily News

Nikki Calhoun is running 
as a Democrat for the Genesee 
County Legislature’s District 5 
seat that represents the Town 
of Le Roy.

A 2001 graduate of Pavilion 
Central School, the former 
Nikki Dell attended Gene-
see Community College and 
Brockport State College, earn-
ing degrees in Political Science 
and History. She and her hus-
band, Andrew, live in the Vil-
lage of Le Roy, and have three 
daughters.

Calhoun ran for a Le Roy 
Town Board position a few 
years ago and has been in-
volved with the Genesee 
County Democratic Party for 
the past 10 years. She currently 
serves as the party’s commit-
tee chair.

She also sits on the Oatka 
Creek Watershed Committee, 
is the live music chair for the 
community’s Oatka Festival 
and is president of the Town 
and Country Garden Club of 
Le Roy. She is employed as a 
hospital liaison for a nursing 
facility based in Rochester.

Q. As early voting ap-
proaches and the general 
election about three weeks 
away, what have you learned 
over the past three months 
as far as meeting with people 
in the Town of Le Roy – their 
thoughts and opinions regard-
ing pertinent issues?

A. The reason I started run-
ning is because I really think 
Genesee County is at a turning 
point and I believe working 
families deserve a stronger 
voice in how decisions are 
made. By talking to people, I 
really believe that the everyday 
person thinks the same thing. 
I’m seeing firsthand how hard 
people are working to build a 
life here in the community and 
how people feel like the coun-
ty government just isn’t quite 
working for them.

I see families are feeling 
priced out, the infrastructure is 
starting to age, there are delays 
on state reimbursements for 
essential programs. I think we 
really need to figure out a way 
to make the government work 
for us and not the other way 
around and I’m hearing that 
over and over again.

Q. Your website (calhoun-
forleroy.com) outlines a four-
point platform — job devel-
opment, dignity for seniors, 
mental health and public ser-

vices, and fair reimbursement 
for our communities. How did 
you come up with those points 
and could you summarize 
them?

A. They’re all really import-
ant and it’s mostly from per-
sonal experience for starters 
but talking to my friends, my 
neighbors, the community 
groups that I’m aligned with, 
you hear the same thing over 
and over again. So, my top 
priorities really have become 
keeping our jobs local, pro-
tecting our seniors, fixing how 
the mental health and public 
services are funded. And we 
need to grow our local econo-
my by investing in workforce 
development especially in the 
trades and the technology and 
the renewable energy training 
so that our young people can 
actually build a future here.

We have to make sure that 
our seniors can age with dig-
nity and whether that means 
expanding home healthcare 
options or providing tax relief 
for those on fixed incomes 
or creating a living situation 
where they can stay local. I 
see a lot of people having to 
go someplace else and they’ve 
spent their entire life in Le Roy 
or whatever local rural village 
we might be talking about.

Yes, I want to fix the funding 
delays that forces our county 
to borrow services to cover 
services. A lot of folks don’t 
realize that a mass majority of 
our budget is for state man-
dated programs and they’re 
all essential programs, like 
our special education or our 

mental health services … un-
fortunately. reimbursement 
rate is extremely slow. It’s a 
process that needs to be fixed 
and that’s what I’m looking at 
hoping to do so that we aren’t 
trying to juggle our money all 
the time and we can actually 
focus on doing things like get-
ting some of our roads fixed or 
our bridges (repaired) a little 
bit faster.

Q. Have you taken in any 
legislature meetings or has it 
been mostly campaigning?

A. I’ve been able to sit in on 
a couple of meetings. Unfortu-
nately, the time that they have 
meetings is a little tight some-
times but I have been able to 
go ahead and sit in on a cou-
ple of them and I’ve been also 
following the minutes once 
they’re posted.

But I think talking to folks 
and hearing what their con-
cerns are have been a big part 
of what I’ve been doing most-
ly — understanding what the 
concerns of people are and 
then being able to follow up 
and kind of looking back and 
seeing what the legislature is 
currently doing has been very 
insightful.

Q. So, it has been an educa-
tional process as well, correct?

A. It has been very edu-
cational. Understanding the 
task that the county legislature 
has, it’s a big one, and that our 
community is very rural and 
it’s very diverse. Despite us all 
having the same issues, we’re 
still very diverse in our needs 
and our wants. Just taking it all 
in has definitely been a learn-

ing curve.
Q. As far as the Town of Le 

Roy is concerned, what sets 
that apart or makes it different 
from some other towns? What 
are the specific needs that you 
see for the Town of Le Roy?

A. One of the big things that 
I have been hearing about is 
the water expansion project. 
That is something that a lot of 
folks have talked to me about. 
And jobs. Again, we have a 
wonderful school district and 
our community has always 
been kind of considered a little 
bit of a bedroom communi-
ty. But our kids are leaving in 
huge numbers and you know 
a lot of our seniors have had 
a harder time staying local as 
well. Our community is made 
up of a lot of larger houses 
sometimes and as you age that 
becomes an issue and young-
er families have been having 
a harder time purchasing 
homes near us.

So, I’m going to try and find 
a way of building while main-
taining who we are. We want 
to go ahead and have prog-
ress and build upon what we 
already have … by the way of 
keeping kids local and having 
jobs available for them as well 
as being able to take care of the 
seniors who have helped build 
our community.

We want to embrace the 
culture of neighbor helping 
neighbor and keeping that 
small town charm, but we 
also need to understand that 
it is 2025 and progress is going 
to happen. Progress doesn’t 
mean skyscrapers, but it does 
mean moving forward.

Q. When talking about the 
legislature, its priority is doing 
what’s best for Genesee Coun-
ty. Legislators have to look at 
the big picture. How do you 
marry the big picture of Gen-
esee County with the needs of 
the town?

A. One of things I’m focused 
on is keeping jobs in Gene-
see County and not ones that 
come and go with tax breaks. 
In the Town of Batavia and City 
of Batavia we see a lot of com-
panies come and then fairly 
quickly leave. I want to work 
on strengthening the partner-
ships that we can build upon, 
so maybe it’s talking with the 
schools, talking with GCC, lo-
cal businesses. We want to be 
training people for the jobs 
that we have here and helping 
them grow.

We should be supporting 
the small business owners that 
we have. We look down any of 
our main streets and we see 

them trying to flourish and 
trying to provide those smaller 
services. We need to find ways 
of cutting the red tape and of-
fering pathways.

Q. A couple of items that 
have been in the news are 
the GCEDC (Genesee Coun-
ty Economic Development 
Center) and STAMP (Western 
New York Science & Technol-
ogy Advanced Manufacturing 
Park), and the recent push to 
limit solar because of the loss 
of agricultural land.

A. I think I’ve said this be-
fore, we need to work smarter 
and not harder. We’ve seen 
them try things that haven’t 
worked, but it seems like they 
go back and repeat those same 
things, maybe with different 
partners. I think it may be time 
to reevaluate how things are 
being done and find maybe 
more creative solutions than 
what we’ve been doing. Be-
cause what we’ve been doing 
hasn’t really seemed to work.

Q. You’re talking about in-
centives and things of that na-
ture?

A. Exactly. I mean we’ve 
seen these big companies 
come in and then they’re here 
for a period of time and then 
they’re gone. We’re kind of left 
holding the bucket and they’re 
off to their next endeavor and 
getting the next tax break. So, 
maybe those incentives aren’t 
quite the ones that we need to 
be looking at and maybe we 
really need to be looking at 
partners that can help us really 
produce job growth.

The solar panels are inter-
esting because I think there 
are better ways of looking at 
renewable energy. I don’t nec-
essarily think a solar farm, the 
way that they’re being present-
ed, is the way to go. I think we 
need to look at other examples 
from around the world, hon-
estly, on how they’re looking at 
renewable energy and maybe 
learn from how other people 
are doing it.

Q. How optimistic are you 
now going against Laurie 
Mancuso, who you know very 
well and probably are friends 
with?

A. Laurie is absolutely won-
derful. She and I spoke the 
other day. We were both at 
meeting at the volunteer am-
bulance center, talking about 
where they currently are fi-
nancially and where they see 
themselves going in the future.

Laurie and I have worked 
on so many projects together 
and I wish her the very best. 
She’s an amazing person, and 
I think Le Roy has wonderful 
choices this year and I just 
hope the people actually get 
out and vote.

Calhoun stated that she and Bill 
Lambert, candidate for the Le Roy 
Town Board, will be appearing at 
a “Meet the Candidate” event coor-
dinated by the Le Roy Democratic 
Committee this Friday (Oct. 17) 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at Trigon Park in 
Le Roy, and she also will be at Inde-
pendent Living of Genesee Region 
in Batavia at 2 p.m. on Oct. 21.

Gertrude Johanna (Gaffney) Gehlert | Dec. 16, 1933 — Sept. 14, 2025 
It is with profound sadness 

that we announce the passing 
of Gertrude Johanna (Gaff-
ney) Gehlert, who peacefully 
departed this life on Sept. 14, 
2025, at the age of 91.

Born on Dec. 16, 1933, to 
Robert John “RJ” Gaffney 
and Mary Catherine “Molly” 
(Sherman) Gaffney in Atti-
ca, N.Y., Gertrude was the 
youngest – and last surviving 
– of seven children (sisters, 
Rosemary Gaffney/Badger 
and Patricia Gaffney/Smith; 
brothers, John, James, Rob-
ert and Joseph Gaffney). Ger-
trude adored her many sib-
lings but felt especially close 
to Patricia, who was deeply 
involved in her upbringing. As 
a teenager, Gertrude enjoyed 
cheerleading for the Attica 
High School and riding “Trav-
eler,” her Buckskin horse. 
Yearbook comments reflect 
Gertrude’s sweet nature – 
along with a decided lack of 
punctuality …

On June 23, 1956, Ger-
trude married her love, Ver-

non Carroll Gehlert, in Saint 
Vincent’s Catholic Church, 
Attica. They honey-
mooned in the Po-
conos and later pur-
chased a home near 
the beautiful Oatka 
Creek in Le Roy, N.Y. 
There, they lovingly 
raised four adoring 
sons (George, Paul, 
Joseph and Thom-
as). Something was 
always stirring at the 
Gehlert home, be it a 
lemonade stand, makeshift 
carnival or impromptu game 
of kick-the-can. Gertrude’s 
homemade cinnamon rolls 
and renowned “Cowboy 
Cookies” kept her boys rush-
ing home from school with a 
spark in their step. Friends will 
recall that Gertrude was quite 
fond of blue glassware, which 
could usually be seen adorn-
ing shelves and windowsills.

Midlife, once the boys 
were school aged, Gertrude 
pursued her long-held dream 
of becoming a nurse. She 

graduated from the Catherine 
McAuley School of Nursing 

in Batavia, NY and 
would later focus 
on private duty cas-
es for the physically 
challenged (Par-
kinsons, ALS, etc.). 
Her favorite quote, 
cited upon gradu-
ation, was from the 
poem “Dreams” by 
Langston Hughes. 
“Hold fast to 

dreams, for if dreams 
die, life is a brokenwinged 
bird that cannot fly.”

In 1979, the family moved 
to sunny Arizona where the 
boys furthered their educa-
tion. Sadly, Vernon passed 
away from pancreatic cancer 
in the Autumn of 1988. Wid-
owed at just 54 years old, 
Gertrude would never date 
again. Despite life’s occa-
sional sorrows, she always 
found a compelling reason 
to get out of bed in the morn-
ing. Gertrude was gifted with 
a positive outlook and found 

contentment in a life of simple 
abundance. She delighted 
in watering flowers, engag-
ing in coffee talk and driving 
through the countryside. Ger-
trude clung to her sense of 
humor, which she considered 
to be indispensable. She also 
prayed a lot. Gertrude was 
always her sons’ most ardent 
supporter – and she made 
it her life’s mission to keep 
good track of them (even as 
adults). She lived to an envi-
able age, privileged to have 
witnessed wonder in the eyes 
of so many tender-hearted 
grandchildren – and they are 
so very privileged to have 
known her.

Gertrude is survived by her 
four sons, seven grandchil-
dren, twelve great grandchil-
dren and a host of nieces and 
nephews – all of whom are 
mentioned by name in a me-
morial tribute posted at: bue-
lerfuneralhome.com. Funeral 
arrangements can also be 
found there – and messages 
of condolence shared.

Gehlert

On Tuesday night the 
steering committee for the 
comprehensive plan met to 
review and finalize the plan. 
It took a little longer than 
expected, but when finished 

it will be posted on our web 
site for your review and com-
ment before the village holds 
a public hearing to adopt the 
plan.

We will keep you posted 

on the progress and upcom-
ing dates.

The holiday plan for the 
corner lot on Main and Lake 
is that the village will have 8 
posts driven into the ground 
so individual trees can be at-
tached, and electrical outlets 
will be run to each pole. We 
are asking for groups or orga-
nizations to contact Village 
Hall (768-2527, Ext. 2225) if 
they desire to put up a tree, 
this will be on a first-come 
first-serve basis. Some sim-
ple rules are we ask that the 
tree not to be over 8 feet tall 
for safety reasons and would 
like them up and decorated 

by December 3rd.
They will be lit for the first 

time at Winterfest.
Leaf season is upon us, 

soon village crews will begin 
the pickup process. Please, 
remember to keep your piles 
on the terraces so we can 
keep storm drains clear and 
plow snow if necessary.

The board will look at on 
street winter parking time, I 
will keep you posted on any 
changes, for now it begins 
December 1st.

“The needs of many out-
weigh the needs of the few.” 
Spock, played by Leonard 
Nimoy

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend regular-
ly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist Church 

a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am and our 
Sunday worship service typically includes singing a mix 

of both traditional and contemporary songs and hymns, a 
children’s message, and a sermon from the Word of God. 

  
First Baptist Church of Le Roy

5 E. Main St., Le Roy
(585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am.

We have a Wednesday Night Bible Study at 5:30pm 
  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
All are welcome to attend our weekly service each Sunday 

at 10:00am, ministered by Rev. David Pepper.
The Thrift Shop is now open on Saturdays 10:00am - Noon. 

Donations may be brought to the church on Monday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday from 9:00am - Noon.

 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy

(585) 768-8980
office@Le Royumcny.org

www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 

Living Waters Church
30 Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy
(585) 768-6543

ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org
Mass Times @ OLM:

Saturday Vigil 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm

Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.
Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
Weekday: 7:30am Thursday

Mass times may change in the near future.
YouTube Livestream:

youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams
 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
1 E. Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

OBITUARIES

‘Families Deserve a Stronger Voice’
Calhoun details District 5 goals

Calhoun
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Special to
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The news from Rhine-
beck, New York on Sunday 
October 6 was alarming. The 
brush fire had come close to 
the historic Old Rhinebeck 
Aerodrome. Flames reached 
20 feet high, but all the build-
ings and antique planes were 
spared. And that included an 
important WACO-10 biplane 
that at one time was at the 
Woodward Airport on Asbury 
Road. (Where the Town High-
way Department is located.) 
The Woodward Airport was 
built in 1928 for Jell-O mil-
lionaire, Donald Woodward. 
He was the youngest son of 
Orator Woodward who had 
bought the rights to Jell-O 
for $450 in 1899. Donald be-
came fascinated with flying 
and hired Russ Holderman 
to design an airport, and then 
Woodward bought a fleet of 
airplanes, which included 
the Friendship – the huge 
tri-motor Fokker that carried 
Amelia Earhart across the At-
lantic in 1927.

All of the Woodward air-
planes, even the Friendship, 
have long since gone, except 
for the WACO-10 which is 
now owned by the Old Rhine-
beck Aerodrome. That plane 
has an exciting history. It is 
a typical biplane built in the 
late 1920s with a wingspan 
of 30’7” and a top speed of 
97 mph. The first WACO-10 
planes were powered by a 
World War 1 surplus Curtis 
OX-5 90 hp engines. Later, 
they were fitted with a variety 
of more reliable air-cooled 
engines. There was an open 
cockpit in the front of the 

plane under the upper wing 
for two passengers. The pilot 
sat behind in a separate sin-
gle cockpit. The plane was 
constructed around a steel 
tubbing frame. The wings 
were covered with fabric. 
The WACO was fitted with 
hydraulic shock absorbers 
which was unusual at the 
time. The WACOs were de-
signed for training, sport 
flying, and carrying mail. 
Charlie Meyers was largely 
responsible for designing the 
plane which weighed just 
over 2000 lbs. The WACO-10 
were popular planes for air 
races and a WACO-10 won 
first place in the 1927 air der-
by from New York to Spokane, 
Washington, covering 2352 
miles in 30 hours and 23 min-
utes. Looking through a virtu-
al tour of the planes at the Old 
Rhinebeck Aerodrome, on 
page 13 is Russ Holderman’s 
WACO-10.

The Aerodrome was 
founded in 1959 by James 
“Cole” Palen. He was a World 
War II veteran with a pas-
sion for flying. He discov-
ered several disassembled 
WW I aircraft in a hangar on 
Roosevelt Field on Long Is-
land. He bought property in 
Rhinebeck where he opened 
his museum in 1953. Today 
the museum features more 
than 70 aircraft and a large 
collection of automobiles 
and motorcycles. Palen died 
in 1993 but his love for an-
tique aircraft is carried on by 
the men and women at the 
Aerodrome. The museum is 
open daily 10 to 5 from May 
1 to October 31. There are 
airshows on the weekends. 
(The “Pumpkin Bombing” 
event scheduled for Sunday 

October 12 was canceled due 
to the weather.) Holderman’s 
WACO-10 had been restored 
and had been flown in the 
airshows for several year, 
but it crashed and is now in 
a static exhibit. This wasn’t 
the first time the plane had 
crashed. In Russ Holder-
man’s Book “From Kittyhawk 
to the Moon,” he describes 
an accident in an air show in 
Perry on November 9, 1929. 
Hoping to soup up the plane 
and beat his competitors, 
Russ had the engine rebuilt, 
and he wrote afterwards that 
it probably should have had a 
heavier crankshaft. But as he 
writes, “I was never told nev-
er to open it up wide except 
when absolutely necessary.” 
Race day was exciting and 
as he was rounding the last 
pylon, heading for the finish 
line, 50 feet off the ground 
going 100 mph. “I suddenly 
felt as if the whole world had 
exploded in my face . . . the 
whole front of the plane flew 
in all directions — — outside 
and inside dashing dirt and 
muck and hot grease was 
flung in my face and covered 
me completely, coating my 
goggles. The motor and the 
propeller ripped off. I jiggled 
the plane and the cowling fell 
off . . . straight ahead,

almost close enough to 
touch, was a grove of trees . 
.much too close to miss hit-
ting, I was sure. I booted the 
rudder first to one side then 
to the other with frantic kicks. 
This gave the plane’s tail a 
wagging motion like a whale’s 

tail in the water. It killed my 
speed pronto. I pulled the 
stick back and pancaked to 
a perfect landing a scant few 
feet from the trees. Seven of 
the eight bolts had blown 
off which hold the motor in 
place. Luckily the one bolt 
held long enough to land 
the plane.” According to the 
Aerodrome facebook page, 
the plane had been in some 
other accidents. It landed in 
a tree and nose-dived over a 
field. It was rebuilt by George 
Reese of Naples. He suppos-
edly slept beside it, then up-
righted it, and flew it away 
with only a few repairs. Russ 
Holderman left Le Roy in 
1936 and moved to Rochester 
where he eventually became 
the pilot for Frank Gannett. 
The WACO changed hands 
several times. And Cole Pat-
ten said that he had a hard 
time acquiring it because the 
owner believed that it was a 
rare World War 1 plane and 
didn’t know that it hadn’t 
been built until 1927.

Russ Holderman was born 
in Buffalo in 1895 but grew up 
in the Bronx. He wrote about 
going to an airshow when he 
was thirteen: “Thirteen is an 
age susceptible to hero wor-
ship and to my contempo-
rary fellow members of the 
model plane club and me, the 
men who had brought their 
full-sized airplanes to the 
meet were figures of heroic 
proportions endowed with 
magical powers, strange be-
ings who had conquered the 
air and made it theirs.” His 

first solo flight was in 1913, in 
Mineola, New York. When he 
tried to enlist in the Army for 
World War 1, he was under-
weight and so he ate gallons 
of ice cream, hoping that the 
next time he went to the re-
cruitment office, he’d weigh 
enough to be accepted. Ulti-
mately, he was accepted and 
he became a flight instructor 
for the Army and flew recon-
naissance planes along the 
East coast. Between 1918 and 
1920 he flew for the US Post 
Office, a job that tested most 
pilots. He describes flying in 
foggy weather and not know-
ing whether he was upside 
down or not. He flew “by a 
string” in front of him. If the 
string was hanging straight 
down, he knew the plane was 
flying level. Altitude was a dif-
ferent matter if you couldn’t 
see. Russ met Don Wood-
ward in Florida where Russ’s 
wife sold Don his first plane. 
Russ couldn’t believe that a 
man would write a check for 
the entire cost, and thought 
it was a joke. But he soon 
discovered Don Woodward 
often paid cash. Woodward 
convinced Russ to move to Le 
Roy and to design an airport 
adjacent to his property on 
East Main Road. The airport 
was built in a few months 
and opened to huge crowds 
in the fall of 1928. Russ man-
aged the Woodward airport 
for several years, even when 
Woodward’s interest in the 
airport waned. Russ moved 
to Rochester in 1936. He was 
a Lieutenant Commander 

in the U.S Naval Reserves 
during WW2. He was the 
president and owner of Hold-
erman Air Service until 1972. 
During that time, he was also 
the chief pilot for Gannett 
Newspapers in Rochester 
and was a consultant for Page 
Airways. When he retired in 
1972, he had amassed 28,000 
flight hours. He was an hon-
orary member of the Blue 
Angels and was inducted into 
the Early Birds, as well as win-
ning accolades for his pio-
neering aviation efforts. Russ 
had a younger brother, John, 
who worked with Russ writ-
ing the story of his incredible 
career. After John and Russ 
had passed away, John’s 
daughter Nancy Holderman 
Durant, worked with Brian 
Duddy, who had grown up 
in Le Roy, and was a Lt. Colo-
nel in the U.S. Airforce. Brian 
wrote “Wings Over Le Roy” 
about the Woodward Airport. 
In 2009, Nancy was able to 
publish “Between Kittyhawk 
and the Moon – Memoirs of 
an Aviation Pioneer.” As Russ 
Holderman always said, he 
didn’t want to be the best 
pilot — — he just wanted to 
be the oldest. Holderman’s 
book is a wonderful read, 
even if you are not interested 
in aviation history the book 
is a wonderful account of a 
man who fell in love with fly-
ing when the Wright brothers 
were still alive and who never 
lost his love for being in the 
air. A copy of Holderman’s 
book is available at the Wood-
ward Memorial Library.

Question of the Week? ?? ? ??

?

??

Question from The Le Roy Weekend Gazette staff

Have an answer you want to share with us directly? Send your answers to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Previous question - “Favorite Knights / Raiders / Rivals football memory?”

Should the village have one big Christmas tree on the corner?
HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!

TIM H.

How about when they were both playing at 
Syracuse. That was a great time

ARNIE B. SARAH S.

‘95 State Champs!!! So much fun watching 
friends play and win that year!

Being a member of Bob “Sully” Sullivan’s un-
defeated JV football team in 1972 (8-0)!

www.CasperFarmsBeef.com•Crystal (585) 478-6326•6671 Main Road, Stafford, NY 14143

Question of the Week sponsored by:

WACO-10

PROVIDED PHOTO
WACO-10 airplane.

Along with this, local res-
idents expressed their con-
cerns that going all electric 
would raise their energy bills 
and ultimately cost them 
more per month for things 
such as heating than gas or 
other options would.

And with these concerns 
regarding potential rising 
energy costs, the discussion 
moved to rising costs of liv-
ing in other areas, and the 
town hall concluded with a 
discussion about how the 
younger generations are 

struggling to move out due 
to the state of the renting and 
housing markets.

Hawley discussed how 
the inability for people from 
the younger generations to 
live comfortably here in New 
York State is going to result 
in the younger generations 
leaving to go elsewhere in 
the country.

“We need to create an 
atmosphere where (young 
people) are going to be able 
to afford to stay here, raise a 
family,” Hawley said.

Hawley discussed how he 
believes a lot of these poli-
cies are being pushed due 
to unequal representation of 

people from rural/suburban 
areas versus people from 
larger urban areas in state 
government.

“Our assembly district is 
133,000 folks. Allegedly so 
are the people who repre-
sent portions of Manhattan, 
or Queens, or The Bronx. But 
they actually do something 
different. You can legally 
vary the population in as-
sembly districts, state sen-
ate districts, congressional 
district, by a certain amount 
above or below the mean. So, 
if you’re from New York City, 
guess what, your assem-
bly district has 124,000, not 
133,000 or 135,000 because 

you can vary above and be-
low,” Hawley said.

“For those parts upstate, 
north country, southern 
tier, western New York, oth-
er than the urban areas, you 
have more people that you 
represent, and they have less 
people. What does that do? 
It gives you more assembly 
seats in large areas,” he con-
tinued.

“Out of New York City, out 
of 150 in the assembly, 68 
come from New York City. 
They would really only have 
64 if they had 134 or 135,000.”

Hawley
From A1
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Saturday, Oct 18
10am - 2pm

Women’s Day 
of Recollection

Featured speaker Bet-
sy MacKinnon comes 
to us from Rochester, 
NY where she works 

as a mental health 
therapist for teens and 

adults.
Also featuring

Fr. Scottston F. Brent-
wood, O de M.

Speaking on “We have 
our hope in Jesus.”

$10 Admission
Includes Lunch

For registration please 
contact Patty Fernaays 

at (585) 813-3583
Our Lady of Mercy 
and St. Brigid pa-

rishioners may sign 
up in the back of the 

church.
Our Lady of Mercy 

Parish
44 Lake St., Le Roy

•
10am - 4pm
Quilt Show 

Grand Opening
Over 100 quilts on 

display! Come browse 
our collection of quilts 
and coverlets and ad-

mire the artistic abil-
ities of local quilters 

who have shared their 
work for this exhibit.
$5 suggested dona-

tion.
bigspringsmuseum.

org
(585) 538-9811

Big Spring Museum
3095 Main St.,

Caledonia
•

Saturday,  
Oct 18 & 25

Drop off anytime
Annual Coat Drive

Collecting coats to be 
donated to neighbor-
ing communities and 
organizations such as 

Community Action 
in Batavia and Grace 

Closet in Le Roy
Drop off bin is open at 
all times in Our Lady 

of Mercy in Le Roy 
as well as St. Brigid 
Church in Bergen. 

For more information 
call Shirley at

(585) 330-0466
Our Lady of Mercy 

Parish
44 Lake St., Le Roy

•
7 - 10pm

The Linwood 
Haunted House

Saturday October 25th 
Kid friendly Trick or 

Treat / Walkthrough & 
Storytime @ 1-3pm

Free admission
Donations welcome 
(All proceeds will be 

donated to the Le Roy 
Ambulance Service)
Follow us on Face-

book
@TheLinwoodHau-

nting
Linwood 

Haunted House
9104 Linwood Rd.,

Le Roy
•

Sunday, Oct 19
10:30 am

Special Guest
Jim Thompson

We welcome 
Jim Thompson 

(“Mr. T”),
former Wolcott Street 
School Principal and 

former member of 
St. Mark’s, to share 

special thoughts on Le 
Roy’s Backpack Pro-

gram. Jim is an enthu-
siastic advocate of the 
Backpack Club, which 

has been providing 

weekend food for 
children in need for 
about 20 years. We’ll 

be collecting food 
that day for the club 
(single serve items, 
easy-to-make foods 

are appreciated!)
More information at

stmarksleroy.org
St. Mark’s 

Episcopal Church
1 E. Main St., Le Roy

•

Wednesday, Oct 22
6 - 7pm

Artist Trading 
Card Night

Come learn about 
the worldwide hobby 
called Artist Trading 
Cards (ATC) and cre-
ate mini artwork that 
is 2.5” x 3.5”. We will 

send the cards we cre-
ate to other participat-

ing libraries and will 
receive their artwork 

back. We can also 
trade with each other! 
Be on the look out for 
other ATC opportu-

nities throughout the 
year! All supplies will 

be provided! 
If you have participat-

ed before, I have re-
ceived cards from our 

trade to give to you!
5th Grade through 

Adult
Register here: https://

woodwardmemori-
allibrary.libcal.com/

event/15458051
Woodward 

Memorial Library
7 Wolcott St., Le Roy

•

Sunday, Nov 2
12 - 4pm

“The Vale of Elms”

The public is wel-
come to come view 

the newly conserved 
1872 Lemuel Maynard 

Wiles painting, “The 
Vale of the Elms”

This will be the first 
time the painting has 
been on public dis-

play since it was sold 
at auction in 1901 

from Ingham Univer-
sity’s Art Conserva-

tory.
The Historic LeRoy 

House is scheduled to 
be open until Novem-
ber 23rd, with volun-
teers available during 

the Jell-O Museum 
hours if you cannot 
make it on the 2nd!
The Le Roy House

23 E. Main St., LeRoy
•

Saturday, Nov 8
4:30 - 7pm

Turkey Dinner
Dinner starts at 4:30 
and continues until 

7pm or until sold out.
Curbside drive-thru 

take out available 
between 4:30 to 6pm 

or until sold out.
Adults $15, Children 

10 and under $8.
American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 576

53 W. Main St., LeRoy
•

Saturday, Dec 13
3 - 7pm

Her Christmas Carol
Step back in time and 
experience the golden 
age of radio with a live 

performance filled 
with nostalgia, fun, 

and community spirit.
Ticket locations listed 

online at  

https://leroyrotary.
seatyourself.biz

St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church

1 E. Main St., Le Roy
_________________

ONGOING:

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering
People are welcome 

to come (in pairs 
or groups) anytime 
during our business 
hours (1-7pm) and 

play free play. Sign up 
for the event through 
the WPN event link 
website. People are 
welcome to do this 
any day (Mon-Sun) 

between 1-7pm. D&D, 
Pokémon, YuGiOh, 
or any other family 
friendly game play 

also welcomed in our 
game room! 

“Free Pack Friday”
Bring a friend and 

play at least one round 
logged in through 

WPN and recieve one 
free pack per person!
Contact us via call or 
text if you have any 

questions
(585) 356-7579

Dio’s Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which U.S. state 
is the only one that borders on two 
oceans?

2. LITERATURE: Which famous 
author used the pseudonym Richard 
Bachman early in his career?

3. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is 
the national animal of France?

4. MATH: What is the sum of the 
interior angles in a triangle?

5. HISTORY: Who was the first 
American president to win a Nobel 
Peace Prize?

6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
Which ancient civilization built 
Machu Picchu?

7. ACRONYMS: What does the 
computing acronym API stand for?

8. MOVIES: What is the name of 
Elle Woods’ Chihuahua in “Legally 
Blonde”? 

9. MUSIC: Which musical instru-
ment has 88 keys?

10. TELEVISION: Which television 
sitcom character is famous for saying, 
“Did I do that?”?

Answers
1. Alaska: Pacific Ocean and Arctic 

Ocean.
2. Stephen King.
3. The Gallic rooster.
4. 180 degrees.
5. Theodore Roosevelt.
6. Incan.
7. Application Programming Inter-

face.
8. Bruiser.
9. Piano.
10. Steve Urkel.
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Have an 
upcoming event 
you’d like to see 

featured?

Send it to  
szerillo 

@batavianews.com  
or  

bfunderburk 
@batavianews.com
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Your trusted source for 
local news in print & 

online is now available for 
convenient home delivery!

K E E P  I T 

L O C A L

(585) 343-8000
 438 East Main Street, Batavia, NY 14020  •  M-F, 9am-5pm

6-months
$30*

1-year
$52*

*For All 
Village 

Residents

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

LE ROY — The Le Roy 
girls volleyball team has fol-
lowed up their sectional title 
from last year with another 
stellar season, currently sit-
ting at 15-1 and the number 
one seed in Section V Class 
C1.

Le Roy head coach Sue 
Staba says the team came 
into this season aware of the 
target on their back as sec-
tional champions, but ready 
to face the challenge and 
put in the work to repeat.

“We go into each game 
knowing that we have a 
target on our backs,” Staba 
said.

“So, I tell them every 
team wants to play our best 
against us, to take us out, 
and we know that, and that’s 
why we have to step up our 
level of play all the time.”

Staba stressed that off-
season prep was a major 
emphasis and that coming 
off a sectional champion-
ship gave the team even 
more motivation to do their 
best this season.

“I emphasize about stay-
ing in shape, eating right, 
and just preparing for the 

upcoming season,” Staba 
said about this past offsea-
son.

“A lot of the kids are re-
turning, so they had the sec-
tional title last year. Some 
were on the team the year 
before when we were in the 
finals,” she continued.

“So, they know what it’s 
like to win, and they work 
that much harder so they 
can get back there and do it 
again.”

Chloe Moran said that 
the connections and bonds 
the girls on the team have, 
both on and off the court, 
that they have been build-
ing since the offseason and 
preseason, definitely con-
tribute to her performance 
this year.

“Something that definite-
ly sparked my performance 
was the fact that we were in 
the gym so much in the early 
season, like preseason,” Mo-
ran said.

“Like, definitely being in 
there more and building a 
connection right from the 
start with a lot of the girls, 
too, definitely helped. Hav-
ing a connection with a lot 
of the girls outside of vol-
leyball, too, helps, like spark 

my performance more on 
the court, I’d say.”

The team has returned in 
dominant fashion this year, 
posting one of the best re-
cords in their conference 
and achieving multiple 
individual and team mile-
stones along the way.

Two of the biggest mile-
stones to happen this year 
included Staba reaching 
100 career wins as a head 
coach and setter Evy Kana-
ley reaching 1,000 career 
assists.

“It was a big week, we had 
four games in five days that 
week,” Staba said about the 
lead-up to 100 career coach-
ing wins.

“We won Monday, Tues-
day. Going in on Wednes-
day, I knew it was going to 
be a tough game with Avon, 
and I didn’t think about it 
during the game, of course, 
because I just wanted to 
win. It’s a league game, it’s 
a big rivalry we have with 
Avon,” she continued.

“It was nice after the 
game when the girls all 
showered me with all their 
love and congratulations.”

Kanaley had some nerves 
as the 1,000-assist mile-

stone approached, but the 
moment she got there was 
all worth it.

“Going into that game, I 
knew it was probably going 
to happen; I only needed, I 
think, 10 more before, so go-
ing in, I was a little anxious. 
I was really hoping to get 
it,” Kanaley said about the 
buildup to crossing 1,000 
assists.

“I think it’s a reflection 
of not just me but my team, 
and the fact that my hitters 
were able to get enough kills 
to give me those assists,” she 
continued.

“Even though it was cele-
brating me, it felt like a good 
thing to do for our team and 
not just myself. It felt great, 
everyone again was kind 
of like showing me love af-
ter the game. The JV girls 
brought out flowers for me. 
It felt great, and it was a great 
accomplishment for me.”

Staba spoke about the 
team’s one loss this season 
against Perry, and how that 
has influenced and inspired 
their play as they’ve moved 
forward from that game.

“It was a tough loss. Going 
undefeated an entire sea-
son, I mean, that’s a big ac-
complishment. I don’t even 
put that as a goal usually 
because it’s a tough thing 
to do,” Staba said about the 
loss to Perry.

“I think having that loss, 

they’re a great time, they 
played hard. They deserved 
the win, and I talked to the 
girls on the bus and I told 
them we had to grow from 
that, we had to learn what 
we did wrong, how to fix 
that, and to make sure that 
we knew that the other team 
they played a better game 
than us,” Staba continued.

“I think it helped us 
to grow. It was kind of 
eye-opening for what we 
need to do. Like we are go-
ing to play competitive 
teams, and we got a stretch 
here of tough teams, but it 
showed that we have to play 
our best to win these games. 
So we can’t play lax, like we 
have to play the best that we 
can at every single game.”

Looking ahead to the rest 
of the season and then on 
into sectionals, Kanaley said 
that continued success will 
require a mix of focus, put-
ting in the work, and con-
tinuing to stay bonded as a 
team.

“So, in order to go far 
for the rest of the season 
and hopefully repeat that 
goal of winning section-
als, which we had done in 
the past when I was on the 
team which is an amazing 
feeling, is I think we need to 
again focus on in practice 
just getting reps in, staying 
focused, and if we want to 
continue to win games we 

just need to take it game by 
game and stay focused, and 
making sure that we’re com-
ing together as a team off the 
court and just continuing to 
have those team bonding 
things,” Kanaley said.

“So just staying focused 
in practice, making sure that 
we’re having fun outside of 
practice together, and just 
having those good bonds on 
the team will make us excit-
ed, I think, to go far in sec-
tionals hopefully.”

Moran shared a similar 
sentiment, saying that hard 
work and team bonding will 
hopefully lead to another 
sectional championship.

“I think a big thing to re-
peat sectionals and to like 
keep the good season going 
is to just keep up the good 
work, really, and the hard 
work,” Moran said.

“To keep practicing how 
we want to play, to keep 
working hard, if we have lift, 
to keep bonding with each 
other. Like, just doing our 
absolute best to get to that 
point. And I think genuine-
ly we’ve been good, and I 
think if we continue doing 
what we’re doing, that we 
can reach that goal. So, I 
think it’s looking good.”

Le Roy has four games 
remaining in the regular 
season before the quest to 
repeat gets underway.

Milestone-Filled Season 
Powering Le Roy Girls Volleyball’s 

Quest For Sectional Repeat

PHOTO PROVIDED BY: SUE STABA
Le Roy volleyball player Evy Kanaley crossed a big milestone this season, as she reached 1,000 career assists in a game against Churchville-Chili.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY: SUE STABA
Le Roy volleyball head coach Sue Staba crossed a career milestone after a victory 
against Avon, picking up her 100th coaching win with the team.
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The Le Roy/Caledo-
nia-Mumford junior varsity 
boys’ soccer team spotted the 
Hornell Red Raiders three 
goals in the opening 20 min-
utes of their Oct. 7 game in 
Hornell, but then the Rivals 
rallied for four unanswered 
goal to pull out a late 4-3 vic-
tory.

The win extended the Ri-
vals’ unbeaten streak to nine 
games before the Livonia 
snapped the streak on Oct. 9 
when the Bulldogs scored a 
1-0 victory in a closely-con-
tested rematch from Septem-
ber that was won by the Rivals, 
1-0.

Le Roy/Cal-Mum entered 
the final week of the season 
this week with a record of 
9-2-1 and games scheduled 
Oct. 14 against Wellsville and 
Oct. 16 against Byron-Bergen, 
both at Hamilton Sports Com-
plex in Caledonia. The Rivals 
were also scheduled to par-
ticipate in the Byron-Bergen 
JV Tournament on Oct. 17 and 
18.

Hornell blitzed Le Roy/Cal-
Mum for three quick goals, 
striking 5 minutes into the 
game when midfielder Elliott 
Klees scored on an assist from 
defender Zack Beebe. The 
Raiders added their second 
goal about 12 minutes later 
with defender Colton Vogel 
tallying the goal on a connec-
tion from forward Angel Mota. 
Less than three minutes later, 
Mota scored a goal of his own 

on a penalty kick.
Midway through the first 

half the Rivals found them-
selves uncustomarily down 
3-0. That’s when the Rivals 
displayed their resilience and 
the unrelenting pressure its 
offense, in combination with 

a strong defense, has been 
able to put on opposing teams 
this season. The Rivals scored 
three goals in a 14-minute 
span to even the score before 
halftime.

Le Roy/Cal-Mum put its 
first goal on the board at the 
17:18 mark, 3 minutes after 
Hornell’s last goal. Ryker Sher-
wood dribbled left, past the 
Hornell goalkeeper who had 
come out to challenger Sher-
wood, that allowed Sherwood 
an open shot at the goal which 
Sherwood finished — the 
ninth straight game in which 
he had scored.

Sherwood added a second 
goal nearly 8 minutes later off 
an assist from Carter Wiley.

The equalizer came with 
3:31 left before halftime. Rivals 
midfielder Robert Dunn sent 
a long pass to Sherwood who 
ripped a hard shot from that 
was deflected by Hornell goal-
keeper Sebastian Mota. Wiley 
was able to corral the deflect 
for the game-tying goal.

The teams played a tight 
second half, with the game 
remaining deadlocked until 
a Rivals corner kick with 7:21 
left. Liam McArdle took the 

corner kick and the ball even-
tually found its way to the Wi-
ley’s foot who knocked the ball 
across the goal line with his 
back heel and a 4-3 lead. The 

Rivals defense made the lead 
stand up over the final min-
utes.

Le Roy/Cal-Mum’s unbeat-
en run came to an end two 

Rivals JV Boys’ Soccer Split Rematches
Score come-from-behind victory over Hornell, drop close one to Livonia
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Le Roy/Cal-Mum midfield-
er Dylan Loftus uses his 
head to win the ball from 
in front of a Hornell player 
during their Oct. 9 boys’ 
JV soccer game in Hornell.
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List
$3,599

List
$4,879

List
$10,765

List
$7,657

List
$18,868

List
$5,299Sale 

$3,059 Sale 
$4,211

Sale 
$8,729Sale 

$6,209 Sale 
$15,299

Sale 
$4,589

LX42 ZT1 60

ZTXS5 60ZTX4 48 PRO Z 960 S EFI

ZTS1 50

Clearance Bin 9/22/25
Qty Model  List  Retail  Clearance                 

Lawn & Garden Tractors
4 LX42  $3,599  $3,399  $3,059

Residential Zero-Turns
3 ZT1 60  $4,879  $4,679  $4,211
2 ZT2 60  $5,499  $5,299  $4,769
1 ZT3 60  $6,349  $6,149  $5,534
1 ZTS1 42  $5,099  $4,899  $4,409
2 ZTS1 50  $5,299  $5,099  $4,589

Premium Residential Zero-Turns
1 ZTX4 48  $7,657  $6,899  $6,209
1 ZTXS4 54 $8,989  $8,099  $7,289
1 ZTXS5 54 $10,543  $9,499  $8,549
2 ZTXS5 60 $10,765  $9,699  $8,729

Commercial Zero-Turns
1 PRO-Z 760 L KW $14,983  $13,499  $11,999
2 PRO-Z 960 S EFI $18,868  $16,999  $15,299

Walk Behind Mowers
1 CC 800  $2,499  $2,299  $1,999

CLEARANCE PRICE APPLIES TO CASH, CHECK, CREDIT CARD

By KYLE GOODENOUGH
Le Roy Youth Football & Cheer

It was a proud weekend for the Le Roy Youth 
Football program, as all three levels—Begin-
ner, Mini, and JV—closed out their regular 
seasons with impressive victories over Holley. 
From gritty efforts in the cold rain to dominant 
defensive stands, each team showcased the 
growth, toughness, and teamwork that define 
Knights football.

Beginner Knights Battle Through the Ele-
ments to Earn Season-Ending Win

The Le Roy Beginner Knights battled 
through a cold and rainy afternoon to defeat 
the Holley Hawks, 25–12, in their season finale.

Saturday’s matchup was a fun one, featuring 
contributions from players across the roster—
many of whom stepped into new positions and 
rose to the challenge.

Le Roy saw scoring from familiar names 
like Harlan DeJesus, Rhett Lehman, and Aug-
gie McGinnis, while several new players made 
their mark on offense, including a touchdown 
from Finley Parmenter and an extra point from 
Carson Morgan. The Knights also got strong 

runs from Tyler Marcian, Jaxson Sumerski, 
Liam Costa, and others in a true team effort.

This win capped off an impressive season 
for the Beginners, who finished with a 4–4 re-
cord. The progress and resilience this young 
group has shown since Week 1 has been re-
markable—proof that the future is bright for Le 
Roy football.

Mini Knights Dominate Holley, Roll into 
Playoffs with Momentum

The Le Roy Mini Knights turned in a com-
manding performance, defeating Holley 38–0 
in front of the home crowd.

The running game led the way early, wear-
ing down Holley’s defense with physical, 
downhill carries behind a tough offensive line 
anchored by James McNamara, with Juddy 
Reed, Ira Canfield, Phoenix Smith, Beau Da-
vis, and ends Gavin and Lawrence providing 
strong blocking up front.

Grayson Biggins powered the offense with 
two touchdown runs and an extra point, while 
Greyson Nichols, Juddy Reed, Colton Green, 
and Elliott Morrison each added scores of their 
own. Zac Lawrence chipped in an extra point 

to cap the scoring.
On defense, Le Roy controlled the game 

from the opening snap. Reed and Biggins dom-
inated the edges, while Canfield and Davis 
clogged up the middle. The linebacker corps—
Evan Saeva, Nichols, Gavin, Costa, Smith, Law-
rence, and Jax Lathan—swarmed to the foot-
ball, forcing short possessions and sealing the 
shutout.

With the win, the Mini Knights carry plenty 
of momentum into the NOFA playoffs, where 
they’ll travel to face Akron at Vandetta Stadium 
this Saturday at noon.

JV Knights Blank Holley, Finish Regular 
Season with Authority

The Le Roy NOFA JV Knights closed out their 
regular season in dominant fashion, shutting 
out Holley 31–0 to secure a statement win.

Kody Holler got things started with a 1-yard 
touchdown run in the first quarter, setting the 
tone for a physical outing. After a quiet sec-
ond quarter, the Knights erupted in the sec-
ond half. Joseph Oliver sprinted for a 40-yard 
touchdown, followed by a 45-yard score from 
Xander Parker. On defense, Deacon “Wojo” 

Wojtaszczyk recovered a key fumble to keep 
momentum squarely on Le Roy’s side.

Quarterback Tarick Vangalio connected 
with Josh Tenney for a 58-yard touchdown 
pass in the fourth, before Holler added his sec-
ond score of the day on a 5-yard run. Macarri 
Tomlin finished off the scoring with a success-
ful extra point run.

The JV Knights showcased a complete team 
performance—strong defense, explosive of-
fense, and consistent execution—as they now 
prepare for their postseason matchup against 
Attica next Saturday.

Le Roy Youth Football Wraps Regular Season with Strong Finishes

PHOTO CREDIT: DANIELLE WOJTASZCZYK
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By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

WELLSVILLE — The Le Roy/Cal-Mum 
Rivals football team traveled to play a game 
against Wellsville/GV-B on Friday night, 
winning 30-13 on the road.

The rushing attack was a big factor for the 
Rivals during the game, as Brennan Weber 
rushed for 123 yards and two touchdowns 
on 21 attempts, Cameron Riggi got 38 yards 
and a touchdown on 10 attempts, and Jude 
Christ ran seven times for 21 yards.

Also having a good game for the Rivals 
was quarterback Brady McClurg, who went 
nine for 12 through the air and tossed a 
passing touchdown. McClurg also gained 
six rushing yards on seven attempts.

Receiving leaders for the Rivals included 
Austin Metzger with one catch for 11 yards 
and a touchdown, Connor Elmore with 
three catches for 39 yards, Dillon Alcott 
with one catch for 19 yards, Cameron Riggi 
with three catches for 13 yards, Christ with 
one catch for 12 yards, and Donovan Gail-
lard with one catch for 10 yards.

Playing well on defense for the Rivals 
was Joe Reschke with four tackles and two 
for a loss, Dillon Alcott with three tackles, 
Thomas Crissy with three tackles and 2 for a 
loss, and Christ with three tackles.

The Le Roy/Cal-Mum Rivals move to 4-2 
with the victory, and will play their next 
game against Letchworth/Perry/Warsaw 
(5-1) at home, kickoff at 7 p.m. Friday.

PALMYRA-MACEDON 40, DANS-
VILLE/WAYLAND-COHOCTON 6

No stats submitted.

Le Roy/Cal-Mum Rushing Attack Leads 
Rivals to Victory Over Wellsville/GV-B

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
The Rivals defeated Wellsville/GV-B 30-13 on Friday night.
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