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By SAMUEL ZERILLO
Associate Editor for
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

� e Le Roy Weekend Ga-
zette will celebrate one full 
year of being in circulation 
on Sunday.

I was reminded recent-
ly that the anniversary was 
approaching because the 
Le Roy Marching Knights 
were preparing to once 
again participate in the NYS 
Field Band Conference State 
Championship — an article 
about them taking � rst place 
in that event last year was the 
front-page story in the Ga-
zette’s inaugural edition.

� e story of how the Ga-
zette came to be is one I’ll 
never get tired of telling.

When I moved home to 
Le Roy after spending four 
years living in Cleveland 
while studying at John Car-
roll University, I was unsure 
of what I wanted to do next 
in life.

I worked at St. John Fish-
er University for some time, 
and while I enjoyed my time 
there, I knew that was only 
going to be a temporary stop 
and not a long-term solu-
tion.

Everything changed when 
one day I came across a copy 
of the original Le Roy Gazette 
that my grandmother, Judy 
Brown, had saved. She was 
a former Holy Family School 
teacher and had saved this 
copy because a former stu-
dent of hers was included.

Being the history nerd 
that I am, I started research-
ing the original Gazette, just 
to � nd out more information 
about what it was and why 

it had stopped circulating. 
Eventually however, this fun 
personal project turned into 
something way bigger.

After some time, the idea 
popped into my head that, if 
Le Roy had a newspaper be-
fore, it could have one again. 
And so, I set out to bring a 
newspaper back to my com-
munity.

After a lot of months bat-
ting ideas around and hav-
ing none of them stick, I was 
hired at the Batavia Daily 
News and started working 
there to gain more experi-
ence in the newspaper in-
dustry and work on my writ-
ing.

After spending some time 
working there, I was pre-
sented with an opportunity 
to pitch my idea of a new Le 
Roy newspaper to some peo-
ple at Sample News Group, 
the company that owns � e 
Daily News.

After drafting a business 
proposal and working out 

the � ner details, my idea was 
approved, and so � e Le Roy 
Weekend Gazette was born.

While that was initially 
exciting, there was a lot of 
work to still do, as I was given 
a month to prove my news-
paper could actually be suc-
cessful in print.

Well, now it is a full year 
later, and we are still here 
and going as strong as ever. 
In an era where a lot of places 
are losing their local news-
paper, � e Le Roy Weekend 

Gazette proves that there 
is still a place for, and still a 
need for a source of local 
news.

The last year has been 
nothing short of amazing, 
and there are so many things 
I could highlight. I’ve gotten 
to meet so many new people 
and build friendships that 
will last a lifetime.

I got interviewed about 
the Gazette by Buffalo To-
ronto Public Media during 
an episode of their podcast 
“Tapestry,” that was high-
lighting Le Roy. We were able 
to expand our coverage area 
to also include Caledonia af-
ter just a short time being in 
print.

� is was far from some-
thing I did on my own, and 
there are so many people I 
could thank for helping me 
along the way. I would like to 
say a special thank you to the 
Gazette team of Barrett Fun-
derburk and Jayme Quter-
mous, as the newspaper 
could not go out every week 
without their help.

I’d also like to thank Lynne 
Belluscio, as her help and 
guidance through the entire 
process of starting the Ga-

zette was invaluable.
I’d also like to say thank 

you to Ben Beagle, Senior 
Managing Editor of Western 
New York for SMG-Batavia, 
as he has been my mentor 
through this entire process. 
Lastly, I can’t finish this 
without saying thank you to 
my mother, Heather Zeril-
lo, as she has always been 
my number one supporter 
and none of this would have 
been possible without her.

The biggest thank you, 
however, goes to the people 
of Le Roy. We can’t do any of 
this without your support, 
and the outpour we have re-
ceived from the community 

since we started is nothing 
short of incredible.

This community that I 
grew up in and love dearly 
is who I do this for, and it has 
been the greatest honor of 
my life to bring a newspaper 
back to the area for the � rst 
time in 30 years.

As a year passes, I want 
to assure the people of the 
Town and Village of Le Roy, 
and the people of Caledo-
nia, that your hometown 
guide to news, events, local 
businesses, and more is not 
going anywhere. There are 
so many exciting things to 
come, and I can’t wait to see 
what another year brings.

One Year of The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

PHOTO CREDIT: THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Left to Right: Associate Editor Samuel Zerillo, 
Media & Digital Consultant Jayme Qutermous, 
and Page Designer Barrett Funderburk.
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By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

Emily McNamara is the 
Republican candidate for 
Le Roy town justice.

Candidate Biography 
(Written by Emily Mc-
Namara):

I am not from Le Roy 
originally, I grew up in 
Avon and graduated from 
Avon High School in 2000. 
I first attended college at 
Fredonia where I majored 
in graphic design. I left 
Fredonia after my first se-
mester, because I learned, 
though I loved art, graphic 
design wasn’t what I want-
ed to do. I later went to 
GCC and ended up taking 
a criminal justice class be-
cause I thought it would be 
interesting. I really enjoyed 
the class and kept taking 
criminal justice classes, 
eventually deciding to ma-
jor in it. It wasn’t until my 
last semester and an in-
ternship at Le Roy Police 
Department that I decided 
I wanted to be a Police Of-
ficer (until then I had no 
idea what I was going to do 
with all my Criminal Jus-
tice Degree). My internship 
showed me the variety of 
responsibilities police have 
as well as what kind of pos-
itive impact they can have 
on a small community like 
Le Roy and after that I knew 
I wanted a career in law en-
forcement.

In 2005 I was hired by 
the Le Roy Police Depart-
ment, I was the first female 
officer to be hired in the 
department. I have spent 
over the last twenty years 
with the Le Roy Police De-
partment. During my time 
with the department I have 
earned promotions to ser-
geant and later to detec-
tive, I spent several years 
assigned to the Genesee 
County Drug Task Force 
and had many responsi-
bilities and assignments 
including field training 
officer, domestic violence 
resource officer, managing 
cases involving registered 
sex offenders, being in 
charge of and overseeing 
the evidence room, and 
sitting in and providing in-
put on school safety meet-
ings, just to name some. 
More importantly than 
that I have spent the past 
twenty years building a 
rapport with the members 
of this community, serving 
and protecting the people 
here, and making my ca-

reer more about caring and 
finding ways to truly help 
those who need it. I have 
enjoyed my career and 
can’t imagine myself doing 
anything else, but I am ex-
cited for my retirement in 
February and ready to start 
a new chapter.

Besides being a police 
officer, I am also a wife 
and a mom. I have been 
with my husband for thir-
teen years and we have 
three children together, 
ages twelve, eleven, and 
nine, being a mom is by 
far my favorite role that I 
have ever had. Our chil-
dren attend school here, 
play sports here, do dance 
and art programs here, and 
have so many great friends 
here. That being said, most 
of our free time is spent ei-
ther being an Uber for our 
kids or watching them play 
whatever sport it is that 
season. My husband has 
also dedicated his free time 
to helping coach the kids 
sports, so you might have 
seen him out on the field or 
on the court hyping up the 
kids and cheering them on.

I might not be from Le 
Roy originally, but it is 
where my husband and I 
have decided to raise our 
kids and call home, and 
why I want to continue to 
have a role in this commu-
nity as the Le Roy town jus-
tice.

The candidate agreed 
to sit down for a ques-
tion-and-answer interview 
with the Le Roy Weekend 

Gazette, and their respons-
es to each question is in-
cluded below.

Q: What motivated you 
to run for Le Roy town jus-
tice?

A: I think the timing was 
kind of perfect with my ca-
reer in law enforcement 
coming to an end and a 
position for town justice 
opening up. I know for a 
couple of years now realiz-
ing that I would be retiring, 
I’ve been looking for some-
thing else to do that would 
allow me to serve the com-
munity in a similar but dif-
ferent capacity than I have 
been serving it already for 
so many years, because 
I’ve really enjoyed that. I 
thought that having the op-
portunity to run for town 
justice would be the perfect 
mix up for me as far as, you 
know, my career.

Q: What are the core 
values or the platform 
that you base your cam-
paign for town justice on?

A: I think I mentioned 
this a little bit on my Face-
book page as well, but 
when I started in law en-
forcement, some advice 
that I got from my father 
was to treat everybody like 
you’d want you or your 
family treated if they were 
in that type of situation, 
which I think is something 
I’ve done really throughout 
my career.

I think that’s something 
that I’ll be able to transition 
into the role of town justice 
as well. And that something 
that’s a priority of mine and 
very important to me. I do 
believe everybody should 
be treated with like, dignity 
and respect, and that’s just 
an easy way to, you know, 
kind of look at it and re-
mind yourself of that.

Also, I’ve been pretty vo-
cal that fairness is certain-
ly an important value for 
me, as well as honesty and 

transparency. And, you 
know, that’s something I’ve 
kind of pushed in my cam-
paign or put out there in my 
campaign and tried to be as 
well.

Q: What will you bring 
to the position that is 
unique to you compared 
to your potential prede-
cessors?

A: To start, I don’t want 
to make any comparisons. 
And I don’t want any com-
parisons to be a part of my 
campaign. That includes 
any previous town justices, 
any current town justices, 
or the opponent that’s run-
ning against me. I just want 
to really put out there what 
I bring to the table. I don’t 
want to make it about any-
thing else.

So, I think what I bring 
to the table is 21 years of 
law enforcement experi-
ence. I’ve been a police of-
ficer with the Village of Le 
Roy since 2005. I’ve held 
multiple titles including 
patrolman sergeant, detec-
tive. I’ve also spent several 
years assigned to the Gene-
see County Task Force, I’ve 
served as our domestic vio-
lence resource officer, I’ve 
been responsible for train-
ing new recruits as a field 
training officer, I’ve been 
responsible for managing 
our sex offender registry, as 
well as supervising our evi-
dence room. So, I’ve done a 
variety of things in my time 
with the Le Roy Police De-
partment and throughout 
my career.

You know with that, I 
also think I’ve had experi-
ence with issues that fre-
quently impact our town 
court. Like, drug related of-
fenses, domestic violence, 
mental health incidents, 
youth cases, and traffic 
safety. So, I think I bring a 
lot with me from my career 
with my experiences there, 
but I also bring a more per-
sonal side. I’m very dedi-
cated to serving this com-
munity and keeping it safe 
as it’s the community that 
I live in, and that I’m rais-
ing my family in. I have kids 
that go to the school here, 
that walk on the streets and 
sidewalks here, that play in 
the parks here. So, people 
in this community, a great 
place to live and raise your 
family, is important to me 
as well on that kind of level.

Q: What have you done 
to help prepare yourself 
to potentially take over 
the role of town justice?

A: I think my career, 
much as what I’ve just 
shared in the previous 
question has greatly pre-
pared me for the role go-
ing forward if I am the next 
town justice.

As far as anything else, I 
really plan if I do get elect-
ed as town justice, to go 
beyond any mandatory 
training and attend any 

trainings, conferences, or 
meetings, etc., that I think 
or believe will benefit my 
career in that role.

Q: A big issue people in 
the town and village often 
cite is that there is a grow-
ing number of vehicles 
that speed at dangerous 
levels through residential 
and school zones. How do 
you plan to address this 
as town justice, through 
ticket enforcement and 
other means?

A: I really think that is 
better suited for law en-
forcement as an issue for 
them to address.

I mean as far as any traf-
fic tickets or what not that I 
may see in the court room, 
I would address those mat-
ters like I intend on ad-
dressing any other matters 
that come into the court-
room.

Q: What are some other 
issues you feel are import-
ant to Le Royans that you 
plan to tackle or address 
as town justice?

A: The town justice is 
an interesting role, it’s not 
a political position. So, at 
this point I’m not going to 
make any political state-
ments. I’m running for 
town justice.

Q: While it is a judge’s 
duty to be impartial, com-
mon fear some carry is 
that they will receive un-
fair treatment in court 
from a judge whose values 
do not match their own. 
How do you plan to main-
tain political neutrality 
as town justice while still 
upholding the values that 
you are running your 
campaign under?

A: I didn’t really discuss 
any political values but, I 
mean I think that’s easy. 
I’ll run my court room with 
integrity, just like I did my 
law enforcement career. 
Listening to people, being 
fair, looking at the totali-
ty of the situations. Those 
things will always be a pri-
ority in my court room. And 
just like I said earlier I plan 
on totally transitioning the 
advice of my father of treat-
ing everybody like I would 
like myself or my family 
to be treated if they found 
themselves in that situa-
tion.

Q: Building off of that, 
some people have ex-
pressed concern about if 
a former law enforcement 
officer will be able to stay 
impartial as a judge. How 
will you maintain dis-
tance on cases that may 
involve former colleagues 
or agencies that you have 
worked for or with?

A: I think some of that 
is answered in the previ-
ous question but, I have 
zero concerns about be-
ing impartial if it comes. 
Of course, I know a lot of 
people in law enforce-
ment in different agencies 

throughout this county, 
but I’ve never even really 
thought about it until you 
mentioned the question 
because it’s just not a con-
cern of mine. I will certain-
ly be able to be impartial. 
I’ve spent 21 years in law 
enforcement being impar-
tial in many different situ-
ations. I just again, similar 
to the other questions, it’s 
just kind of a non-issue. I 
won’t run my court room 
like that. I won’t have any 
sort of preferential treat-
ment or whatever to people 
I may know or any member 
of law enforcement. Cases 
are what they are, and I’ll 
look at that with fair and 
impartial eyes.

Q: How do you respond 
to those who raise con-
cern about your adminis-
trative leave as a law en-
forcement officer?

A: I’m not on adminis-
trative leave. So, I know 
that’s something that’s 
said. I know that was pre-
viously posted on my Face-
book, by clearly a spam ac-
count that had existed for 
mere minutes. But I’m not 
on administrative leave.

In 21 years in law en-
forcement, I’ve heard a 
lot of things about myself. 
I’ve heard a lot of stories 
about myself, a lot of them 
far from true. And that one 
certainly is one that’s not 
the truth. I’m not on ad-
ministrative leave. I’m still 
a certified police officer 
with the Village of Le Roy. 
Right now, I’m currently 
on a special assignment, 
but not on administrative 
leave.

(Editor’s note: The Ga-
zette reached out to Le Roy 
Chief of Police Greg Kellogg 
for additional information, 
and he responded with the 
following: “Officer Emily 
McNamara is not on ad-
ministrative leave. She is 
currently on assignment 
within the Le Roy Police 
Department, which is an 
authorized part of our de-
partmental operations.

”As a matter of policy, we 
don’t comment publicly on 
specific personnel details or 
assignments beyond con-
firming employment status 
when appropriate. Howev-
er, I can confirm that Officer 
McNamara remains an ac-
tive member of the depart-
ment in good standing.”)

Q: How do you feel you 
matchup against your op-
ponent, and what is your 
message to the people of 
Le Roy about why you are 
the candidate for them?

A: I only speak about my-
self, and what I would bring 
to the table as town justice. 
My record, and my experi-
ence, and my dedication to 
this community both per-
sonally and professional-
ly, I think make me a great 
choice for Le Roy town jus-
tice.

‘Experience With Issues that Frequently Impact Our Town Court’
McNamara details how her law enforcement background will translate to town justice

PHOTO PROVIDED BY: EMILY MCNAMARA
Emily McNamara
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Earl Funderburk is the In-
dependent and Democrat 
candidate for Le Roy town jus-
tice.

Candidate Biography 
(Written by Earl Funder-
burk):

Earl Funderburk was raised 
in East Bloom� eld (Holcomb), 
New York before moving to 
Texas at the age of twelve. He 
returned to New York and 
chose to make Le Roy his for-
ever home in 2004 when he 
purchased his historic home 
in the Village on Trigon Park. 
He is currently 56 years old 
and has lived in Le Roy for 
more than 21 years. He and 
his wife Beth have raised their 
children in the village, and all 
four have graduated from Le 
Roy High School.

His formal training is in 
Physics, Mathematics, and 
Astronomy. He holds a BS de-
gree in Physics from Stephen 
F. Austin State University in 
Nacogdoches, Texas. He also 
has been certified by many 
professional organizations 
since graduating college in 
1995. He has more than thir-
ty years of corporate experi-
ence in helping organizations 
streamline and optimize busi-
ness processes across a wide 
variety of industries and busi-
ness functions. He is currently 
employed by Ricoh USA as a 
Senior Enterprise Architect. 
As he likes to say, “Business 
leaders tell me what they want 
to accomplish, and I � gure out 
how to make it happen.”

Mr. Funderburk continues 
to invest in his community, 
as he owns the Historic Jell-O 
Factory complex in Le Roy. He 
is actively applying his experi-
ence and wisdom attained in 
his previous roles to restore to 
create a distillery in that histor-
ic Le Roy landmark. When op-
erational, the distillery will be 
the � rst distillery in Genesee 
County since before Prohibi-
tion.

� e candidate agreed to sit 
down for a question-and-an-
swer interview with the Le Roy 
Weekend Gazette, and their 
responses to each question is 
included below.

Q: What motivated you to 
run for Le Roy town justice?

A: I’ve lived in Le Roy since 
2004, so 21 years. My job in 
the past has made me travel 
a lot, and that’s not the case 
anymore. My life situation has 
changed. I’ve always wanted 
to run for something, and I’ve 
always wanted to give back 
to the community. So, when 
I became aware that this was 
an opportunity to even run, I 

think now is the time. Now is 
the time to do something back 
to the community.

I think I’m fairly analytical, 
and fair, and unbiased, and in-
dependent thinker, and I think 
I can really bring that to the 
justice role.

Q: What are the core val-
ues or the platform that you 
base your campaign for town 
justice on?

A: Some of the same words 
I just said. So, unbiased, fair, 
independent. Those are the 
three main words that I’ve 
been talking to people about. 
I think all of those � t me really 
well, and I think it’s important 
that you don’t lean one way 
or the other when it comes to 
a role like justice or a judge. 
You need to look at the law, 
you need to look at the rules, 
you need to apply some com-
mon sense, you need to listen 
to both sides of the story, and 
then make an informed deci-
sion as to what needs to hap-
pen. So, I think I’m pretty good 
at making decisions. I think I 
can help with that.

Q: What will you bring to 
the position that is unique to 
you compared to your poten-
tial predecessors?

A: Like I said I used to trav-
el a lot for work, and I’ve lived 
in a couple of di� erent states 
in my adult life. So, I’ve seen 
how things work in Texas, and 
how things work in Florida. I 
have been involved with law 
enforcement in one way or 
the other quite a bit through-
out my career. Not so much 
administering the law but 
around law enforcement and 
around local and state govern-
ment. So, I’ve seen how they 
operate.

But I bring a perspective of 
beyond just the borders of Le 
Roy, New York, and Western 
New York. I’ve seen lots of dif-
ferent cultures, I’ve seen lots 
of di� erent systems and how 
people work, you know. Dif-
ferent ethnicities. And I like to 
think that I’ve been exposed to 
a lot, and I think that maybe is 
a little bit di� erent than some 
other people from just in this 
area. I can bring that outside 
perspective. Again, I’ve lived 
here for 21 years, so I know 
what people in Le Roy expect 
as well, but just to bring that 
broader perspective back to 
the community.

Q: What have you done to 
help prepare yourself to po-
tentially take over the role of 
town justice?

A: I spent quite a bit of time 
researching kind of what the 
town justice does. I’ve talked 
to a couple di� erent justices 
within our area, people that 

have been doing it a long time. 
I did that in the very early stag-
es to decide “is this something 
I really want to do?” � e input I 
got was, you know, it requires 
time, it requires attention, it’s 
something that you’re going 
to get trained on. And so, I’ve 
spent some time looking at 
what that training might look 
like, and I like to think I’m a 
fairly intelligent guy, I can 
learn things. So, I’m con� dent 
I can learn the parameters or 
what it is I need to operate in.

Q: A big issue people in the 
town and village often cite is 
that there is a growing num-
ber of vehicles that speed at 
dangerous levels through 
residential and school zones. 
How do you plan to address 
this as town justice, through 
ticket enforcement and oth-
er means?

A: I think I’ll be pretty strin-
gent on following the rule of 
law and whatever the pen-
alties are associated when 
somebody actually gets caught 
doing those things. I believe 
that everybody makes mis-
takes, everybody has a right to 
make a mistake periodically. 
But if somebody is repeatedly 
breaking that rule or break-
ing those laws, then I plan on 
coming down on them pretty 
hard. First time, you know, ev-
erybody deserves a break. Sec-
ond time, it’s a problem. � ird 
time, there is no leeway.

I’ve seen that firsthand 
where I live. I’ve heard them 
ripping down the road, I’ve 
watched them from my of-
fice window fly down Main 
Street, and it is becoming 
more and more of an issue. It’s 
something we have discussed 
around here a lot, because 
we hear it all. We live right on 
Main Street. Especially right 
out here on South Street too, 
you know in the mornings, 
and people flying down the 
road. Somebody’s going to get 
hurt, and people have.

Q: What are some other 
issues you feel are important 
to Le Royans that you plan to 
tackle or address as town jus-
tice?

A: Most of the issues that 
people have talked to me 
about, quite honestly, aren’t 
things that I can in� uence as 
a town justice. I mean a town 
justice is administering the 
law as it’s written, you know, 
responding to the cases that 
are put before me.

A lot of the input I’ve got 
from the constituents that I’ve 
talked to are more concerned 
with national politics, state 
politics. Some county level 
politics, but generally speak-
ing, they haven’t expressed big 

concerns. � e only one I can 
really think of is the one we’ve 
just discussed. People speed-
ing, the noise, some of those 
things that seem to be new to 
the community over the past 
few years. Other than that, it’s 
more of a state and national 
conversation that they’ve tried 
to have with me.

Q: While it is a judge’s duty 
to be impartial, a common 
fear some carry is that they 
will receive unfair treatment 
in court from a Judge whose 
values do not match their 
own. How do you plan to 
maintain political neutrality 
as town justice while still up-
holding the values that you 
are running your campaign 
under?

A: My formal training is in 
science. And as a scientist, you 
always have to be prepared to 
be wrong. You always have to 
be prepared to learn some-
thing new. So, when I have a 
political conversation with 
somebody, and they might not 
have the same opinion as me, 
I like to think through all the 
years of my life that I’ve gained 
a fair amount of wisdom and 
maturity, to understand other 
people have di� erent perspec-
tives. � ey have di� erent life 
experiences, they have di� er-
ent issues that are confronting 
them, they have their di� erent 
places of their life than I might 
be. And to empathize with 
their point of view, and to real-
ly try to understand their point 
of view, and not necessarily 
forcing my point of view on 
somebody else.

And again, as a scientist I 
always go back to, what are the 
laws of physics for instance, 
right? � ey don’t change. And 
New York State law, there are 
certain things that are writ-
ten down. � ere are very few 
times where, even as a judge, 
you make a judgement call, or 
at least that’s the way I think 
it should be, that you make a 
judgement call based on your 
personal opinion about some-
body, right?

Its more about, what are the 
facts, what are the merits of 
the case, and then how do you 
decide based on those things. 
� e only time that there is a 
place for judgment is when 
there is somebody who is a re-
peat o� ender or is not getting 
the point. And I think that’s 
when you have to really think 
about the broader picture of 
who somebody is, and how 
they are acting, and then make 
your judgement from there. 
But as far as people’s religious 
beliefs, or their political beliefs, 
or their way of living, or what-
ever, the laws are supposed to 
be blind to those things. And I 
think I can do that. I do that all 
the time, dealing with cowork-
ers or people in the communi-
ty, or whatever. Everybody is 
allowed to have their opinion. 
But the law is the law.

Q: How do you respond 
to those who raise concern 
about you not having a law 
background?

A: Well, if we talk about 
being biased or unbiased, 
right? Coming directly from 
a law background, I might be 
biased towards taking law en-
forcement’s side over the side 
of whoever is in front of me. 
And I can promise that I’m not 
going to do that, because law 
enforcement has their point 
of view, and the people in front 
of me might have their point of 
view. Based on the law, I will 
make a decision, but I’m not 
going to assume that, no mat-
ter what, the law enforcement 
in front of me is right all the 
time. We all make mistakes.

So, I will come at everything 
with a certain level of skep-
ticism. Like again as a scien-
tist that’s the way you have to 
operate to try to understand 
what’s true, what the facts are, 
and make my decision from 
that. So, not coming from a law 
background might be bene� -
cial to somebody who is trying 
to be impartial.

Q: Do you think there will 
be any potential challeng-
es to serving as town justice 

having not come from a law 
background?

A: I think that there will be 
an initial learning curve that 
I’ll have to overcome. I’m pret-
ty used to operating in a space 
where everything is new. My 
technology career, that back-
ground and the constant 
change that I’ve dealt with 
over the last 30 years, I con-
stantly am learning new.

So, I think there will be an 
initial learning curve, and ini-
tial understanding of exactly 
what the process is. But I feel 
as though I can get over that 
pretty quickly, and I’ll have 
support of the people around 
me to help get over that.

Not having a law back-
ground, I don’t see it getting in 
my way, at all. It’s just a matter 
of learning the initial process 
and what’s expected and then 
executing. And I feel I can pick 
that up pretty quick, based on 
the people I’ve talked to. I’ve 
talked to other people that are 
town justices and they all start-
ed out not having a law back-
ground too. So, it’s doable.

Q: How do you feel you 
matchup against your oppo-
nent, and what is your mes-
sage to the people of Le Roy 
about why you are the candi-
date for them?

A: Well, I’ll start with why 
me � rst. As I said, I’ve lived 
here for 21 years, I’ve raised 
four kids in the village. I know 
how my neighbors think, and 
some of the things that they’re 
concerned about, and I want to 
protect the community. I want 
to make it the best communi-
ty it can be. And sometimes 
that means enforcing rules 
and making decisions. And I 
have a lot of wisdom, I think. 
56 years old, been around. I’ve 
had personal experiences in 
my life where I saw legal con-
sequences have dramatic and 
profound e� ects on people in 
a positive way, so even when 
the rules are enforced a lot of 
good positive things can come 
out even though they seem 
very negative at the time.

As far as my opponent goes, 
I don’t know a lot about Emi-
ly. But I know she seems like 
a really good decent person. 
I know she did a great job as 
a cop here in town. She real-
ly was very helpful with us, 
sometimes we had issues over 
at the Jell-O factory. She seems 
very pleasant. I bumped into 
her when I was collecting sig-
natures, I shook her hand and 
wished her good luck. I think 
she would do a � ne job too, I 
just think maybe I have a little 
bit more wisdom and expe-
rience than she might as it re-
lates to just life.

‘The Law is the Law’
Funderburk discusses why he’s running for Le Roy town justice

PHOTO PROVIDED BY: EARL FUNDERBURK
Earl Funderburk

By BRIAN QUINN
bquinn@batavianews.com

STAFFORD — Six candi-
dates for town office, most 
of whom are running in con-
tested races Nov. 4, took the 
opportunity to explain why 
they’re running and answer 
some questions.

The candidates had a 
chance at the beginning of 
Monday’s Meet the Candi-
dates to give two reasons why 
they were running for election 
or re-election.

Town Clerk incumbent 
Barbara Radley, running un-
opposed as a Republican and 
Conservative, said one of the 
reasons is that she loves Staf-
ford.

“The second reason is, I 
started four years ago and I 
have quite a list of accom-
plishments. I’m not quite 
done,” said the Republican 
and Conservative candidate, 
who’s running unopposed in 
the Nov. 4 election.

Republican James Duys-
sen, running for re-election 
to the Town Board, said he’s 
lived in Sta� ord his whole life 
and has built a business there.

“I have family here. I plan 
on staying here too, just like 
Barb. I’ve seen solar come. 
We’ve tried putting a hold on 
that,” he said. “We’re trying to 
make everything go and we 
want to keep everybody hap-
py here. Hopefully, everybody 
stays.”

Conservative candidate 
Cathy Worthington said she’s 
lived in Sta� ord for 28 years. 
She, Duyssen and Republican 
Ronald Panek are running for 
two open seats on the board.

“I own a local, small travel 
agency out of my home. I be-
lieve in listening to people and 
just be open and honest,” she 
said. “I hope to do that, if elect-
ed, with the town.”

Panek said he has been on 
the board for about 20 years 
and is running for his sixth 
term.

“We’ve seen solar. We’ve 
seen wind turbines. We’ve 
seen fracking. I’ve done some 
good work, actually writing 
the zoning law for all of those 
and they have worked e� ec-
tively. At least none of them 
have been disputed in court.”

The two candidates for 
highway superintendent are 
challenger Nathan Merritt 
and incumbent Steven Boldt. 
Merritt said he’s lived in Staf-
ford since 2011.

“I started a business, raised 
a family. I decided to get into 
politics because I’m going to 
be in the next generation,” he 
said. “� e way the country’s 
going, the way our state’s go-
ing, It makes me nervous for 
my kids’ future.”

Merritt said he used to 
complain a lot in-person and 
on Facebook.

“I said, ‘You know, you can’t 
just sit there and complain. 
If you want to make change, 

you’ve got to do something 
about it,’” he said. “I decided to 
throw my hat in the ring.”

Boldt has been town high-
way superintendent for over 
20 years and was on the Town 
Board for four years before 
that.

“I cherished all that time on 
the Town Board that set me up 
for this position,” he said. “My 
record shows I’ve done a lot of 
work, saving lives every day 
I’m on the job, making roads 
safer and better. I enjoy work-
ing with the town clerk and 
the Town Board, solving prob-
lems every day.”

Former WBTA owner Dan 
Fischer read several written 
questions submitted by the 
audience, some of which are 
included below.

Q: What do you plan to do 
about the condition of many 
homes and houses in the 
town?

Panek: “We have pushed 
this year to take legal action on 
some of the harder cases that 
we’ve had. We were successful 
with the � rst one. � e judge 
didn’t list anything for Sta� ord 
to do di� erently, but he did list 
for the people that owned the 
home to do di� erently. We’re 
starting on a second one at the 
end of this year.

“Part of the problem is, 
when you look at what the 
town’s role is, because we are 
the people enforcing that, we 
cannot be negligent in enforc-
ing that.”

Worthington: ”First off, 
I think we should have two 
(code enforcement) o�  cers, 
so that one is not entailed into 
doing it all. Also, that it should 
be absolutely fair across to 
all residents. We have sev-
eral buildings and proper-
ties that have been vacant, 
abandoned, just in disarray 
for many years. I think if we 
had two part-time officers, 
it would help, versus just 
one that works 12-15 hours a 
week.”

Duyssen: ”We’ve been in 
the process of looking for a 
second o�  cer all along. Yes, 
they (some homes) need to be 
cleaned up. � ere’s too many 
around in this town. But, that’s 
the job of the code enforce-
ment o�  cer. I looked at Wyo-
ming County. I thought I had 
a guy. He fell through. Hope-
fully we � nd somebody soon 
to do the job.

“� ere is, I’m going to say, 
eight of them that need to be 
cleaned up.”

Q: Why has the board 
raised taxes and/or assess-
ments rather than cutting 
spending in the preparation 
of a budget?

Duyssen: “Everything is 
going up in price. We have cut 
back on the Fire Department. 
We don’t know what we get 
for county money. They’ve 
reduced that by $100,000. And 
our � nes, for the town, used 
to be right around $150,000. 
Right now, they’re around 

$70,000. We don’t have the 
money to pay all the bills. 
We’re trying to equalize out 
between the Fire Department 
and the tax levy of the assess-
ments and try to make all 
these numbers work together 
in the budget.”

Worthington: “First of all, 
I’ve looked at the new budget 
that they have. I can help them 
if they’d like (to) cut some of 
that. I know i have a house-
hold budget. When things 
go up, I cut back. I used to go 
out to eat � ve nights a week. 
Now, I go once. Let’s cut some 
things. I think there’s several 
ways we can cut the budget. 
I’d be more than happy to 
share that with them on Nov. 
10 at 7 o’clock (the board’s 
next regular meeting).”

Panek: “Many times, when 
people talk about taxes, they 
go, ‘Well, our taxes are too 
high.’ One of the things that I 
do when the numbers come 
out every January is I com-
pare Sta� ord to all the other 
towns in Genesee County. 
Some of them are similar to 
us and tax substantially more. 
Right now, Sta� ord is, on how 
much money they actually 
draw from the taxpayers. Staf-
ford drew $375,000 from the 
taxpayers in 2025. On the up-
coming year, we’re looking for 
$413,000. � at still maintains 
us as the third-lowest in the 
county.”

Q: What can the town do, if 
anything, to help encourage 

folks to volunteer for the Fire 
Department?

Radley: “That’s a tough 
one. I’m not real sure what 
they can do. Give incentives, 
maybe. Possibly, there have 
been, in the past, incentives, 
tax-wise. See if we can reach 
out to our elected officials 
higher-up and see if we can get 
more incentives for tax breaks 
for them. Have more coopera-
tion between the town and the 
Fire Department for whatever 
they can do.”

Sta� ord Candidates Discuss the Town’s Issues
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Question of the Week? ?? ? ??

?

??

Question from The Le Roy Weekend Gazette staff

Have an answer you want to share with us directly? Send your answers to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Previous question - “Favorite highschool homecoming memory?”

What’s the best street to go trick-or-treating on?
HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!

WHAT’S YOUR ANSWER?

Share it with us on Facebook
or email your answer to us directly
at bfunderburk@batavianews.com

WHAT’S YOUR ANSWER? WHAT’S YOUR ANSWER?

Share it with us on Facebook
or email your answer to us directly
at bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Share it with us on Facebook
or email your answer to us directly
at bfunderburk@batavianews.com

www.CasperFarmsBeef.com•Crystal (585) 478-6326•6671 Main Road, Stafford, NY 14143

Question of the Week sponsored by:

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

The history of the Wash-
ington block on the north 
side of Main Street is inter-
esting. On January 11, 1855, 
fire destroyed most of the 
north side of the street, all 
the way to Mill Street. With-
in months, the Washington 
Block was erected and ac-
cording to the November 
1855 Le Roy Gazette, C.J. 
Lungrane’s Barber Shop 
was located over Drake 
and Waterman’s Grocery. 
A wonderful engraving of 
the Washington Block ap-
pears on the 1856 map of 
the Village of Le Roy. It 
shows Drake & Waterman 
– “Groceries, Provisions, 
Crockery” located at #24. 
J.G. Barbor – “Apothecary 
and Dentist” located at the 
west end at #28. S.F. Com-
stock – “Clothing Made to 
Order, Ready Made Shoes 
& Boots” located at #26 and 

on the far right, at the east 
end is Morgan & Jackson – 
“Dry Goods” at #22. (street 
numbers changed at least 
once in the early 1900s.) An 
undated photograph of the 
Washington Block shows a 
barber’s pole located on the 
street between #22 and #24. 
This is probably Lungrane’s 
Barber Shop. In 1858, the 
Gazette mentioned that a 
new Tin Shop had opened 
west of the Washington 
Block.

Most people don’t notice 
the profiles of George Wash-
ington above each win-
dow. These window caps 
are made of cast iron and 
may give a clue about the 
building. It is quite possi-
ble that these window caps 
were cast at the Washington 
Iron Works in Buffalo. In 
the 19th century, due to the 
affordability and the abili-
ty to mass-produced iron, 
many storefronts, facades, 
columns, and cornices were 

cast of iron. According to the 
National Register of Histor-
ic Sites, “Cast iron provided 
greater structural strength, 
allowing for wider first sto-
ry openings, while easily 
supporting the weight of 
the masonry above. Larg-
er shop windows could be 
created, letting in more 
light, and providing more 
display space.” Buffalo had 
many of these foundries be-
cause coal from the mines in 
Pennsylvania and iron ore 
from the Upper Great Lakes 
could be shipped to Buffalo 
cheaply. According to the 
history of Buffalo, the Wash-
ington Iron Works was es-
tablished by Jacob Ginther 
at the corner of Washing-
ton and Chippewa streets. 
From thirty to forty men 

were employed there. In 
1882, Mr. Ginther erected a 
new building next to the old 
one because of the growing 
business.

Several buildings on the 
south side of Main Street 
in Le Roy, such as the Ross 
Block, retain the iron store-
fronts and have foundry 
marks, including the Wash-
ington Foundry in Buffalo. 
The early photograph of the 
Washington Block shows 
huge cornices at the top of 
the building, which at some 
time, were removed. Along 
the street are limestone 
hitching posts. There was a 
large sign for “water lime” 
above Foreman’s store. Wa-
ter lime, sometimes known 
as hydraulic lime, was a type 
of cement that hardened 

under water. The photo-
graph also shows a cobble-
stone walkway across Main 
Street which allowed people 
to cross the street without 
walking in the mud and dirt.

In the 150 years since 
the Washington Block was 
built, it has housed the Bet-
te Shop, Le Roy Hardware, 
Encore Florist, Heaman’s 
Clothing, and many others. 
Batavia Optical on the west 
end of the building closed 
up the lower windows with 
clapboards. Today, Henry’s 
Sub Shop and Restaurant 
has moved into the former 
Heaman’s clothing Shop. As 
you look up at the Washing-
ton Block today, there is one 
small architectural detail 
that remains. On the right 
side of the third window 

from the left, on the third 
floor is a decorative bracket. 
At one time there were two 
backets on each window. 
It is a piece of history that 
most people will never no-
tice.

Today the old Washing-
ton and Buffalo Iron Works 
building in Buffalo which is 
located at 419 Broadway at 
Pratt, is one of Buffalo’s live 
music scenes. “From elec-
trifying local acts to

must-see rising talents, 
our intimate venue is the 
perfect backdrop for unfor-
gettable performances. ” 
Their website mentions that 
“Coming up on November 4, 
is Motet with Michael Wil-
bur. “

The 
Washington 

Block
PHOTO PROVIDED BY: LYNNE BELLUSCIO

The Washington Block.
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Friday, October 31
6pm

Halloween Parade
Calling all kids and 

families! Join us for a 
spooktacular evening 

of fun, candy, and 
community spirit.

Leading the parade: 
Tommy the Moose 

and our brave volun-
teer firemen in their 

fire trucks! 
Walk down Main 

Street to the Firehall 
for treats, cider, and 

donut holes.
Don’t forget your 

costumes – we can’t 
wait to see your 

Halloween spirit!
Line up behind 

Tompkins Bank.
Parade will prompty 

begin at 6pm.
Tompkins Bank

29 Main St., Le Roy
•

Saturday, Nov 1
7 - 11pm

Haunted Hayrides of 
Livingston County
Haunted Hayride, 

Corn walk, and 
Haunted house. 

Open the last week-
end (Friday/Satur-

day)in September, 
and every Friday/

Saturday in October. 
Open from Dusk to 

11pm. Price - $20.00. 
Food and Beverages 

available
Moonlit Acres

6166 Swartz Rd.,
Dansville NY

•
9:30pm - 2am

Halloween Bash
Dj kevin will be play-
ing from 9:30-1:30AM 

and announcing 
the winners for the 

costume contests at 
midnight.

Food/ drink specials 
all day

Smokin’ Eagle BBQ
9 Main St., Le Roy

•

Sunday, Nov 2
12 - 4pm

“The Vale of Elms”
The public is wel-

come to come view 
the newly conserved 

1872 Lemuel May-
nard Wiles painting, 

“The Vale of the 
Elms”

This will be the first 
time the painting has 

been on public dis-

play since it was sold 
at auction in 1901 

from Ingham Univer-
sity’s Art Conserva-

tory.
The Historic LeRoy 
House is scheduled 

to be open until 
November 23rd, with 
volunteers available 

during the Jell-O 
Museum hours if you 
cannot make it on the 

2nd!
The Le Roy House

23 E. Main St., Le Roy
•

Saturday, Nov 8
8am - 3pm

Rummage Sale
Do you want to know 

when our next sale 
will be? Send us an 

email at Fbcleroy1@
gmail.com and we 
will add you to our 

list!
First Baptist Church
5 E. Main St., Le Roy

•
4:30 - 6pm
Roast Beef 

Dinner Event
Dinner includes: 

Roast Beef, Squash, 
Mashed Potatoes, 

and Pie for $18.

Sit in and take out 
available.

For more info:
1-585-768-8980 or

Email lumcspecialev-
ent@gmail.com

Le Roy United Meth-
odist Church

10 Trigon Park, Le 
Roy

•
4:30 - 7pm

Turkey Dinner
Dinner starts at 4:30 
and continues until 

7pm or until sold out.
Curbside drive-thru 

take out available 
between 4:30 to 6pm 

or until sold out.
Adults $15, Children 

10 and under $8.
American Legion

Auxiliary Unit 576
53 W. Main St., Le Roy

•
7:30pm

Comedy @ The Club
Join Us & Comedi-

ans - Danny Liberto, 
Vinnie Paulino, & 

Blane Kelly
We Will Be Serving 
Food from 5 to 730 

pm
Tickets Are $20 per 

person - You Will Pay 
for these @ the door
You Can Call Ahead 
Of Time & Reserve a 

Table
Le Roy Country Club

7759 E. Main Rd., 
Le Roy

•

Monday, Nov 10
7pm

Sugaray Rayford
Sugaray Rayford is a 
man with a message 
and a larger than life 

personality and voice 
to deliver it. Working 

with producer, song-
writer Eric Corne for 

the past 3 albums, 
the soul-blues pow-
erhouse has crafted 

an incendiary sound 
and narrative, com-
bining classic soul 

melodies and funky R 
& B grooves with raw 

blues power.
Fanatics Pub

7281 W. Main St.,
Lima NY

•

Tuesday, Nov 11
7pm

Wishbone Ash 
Argus Live

Here’s your chance 
to be up close and 
personal with the 

Classic Rock Legends 
who invented and 
perfected the twin 
lead guitar sound 

that will blow your 
mind! Personal Photo 
with Wishbone Ash, 

Early Entry 1 hour 
before public doors, 
Meet and Q&A with 
the Band, Exclusive 

Private Performance, 
VIP Laminate & Lan-
yard-Crowd free mer-

chandise shopping
Fanatics Pub

7281 W. Main St.,
Lima NY

•

Saturday, Dec 13
3 - 7pm

Her Christmas Carol
Step back in time and 
experience the gold-
en age of radio with 
a live performance 

filled with nostalgia, 
fun, and community 

spirit.
Ticket locations list-

ed online at  
https://leroyrotary.

seatyourself.biz
St. Mark’s 

Episcopal Church
1 E. Main St., Le Roy
_________________

ONGOING:
Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering
People are welcome 

to come (in pairs 
or groups) anytime 
during our business 
hours (1-7pm) and 

play free play. Sign up 
for the event through 

the WPN event link 
website. People are 
welcome to do this 
any day (Mon-Sun) 

between 1-7pm. 
D&D, Pokémon, 

YuGiOh, or any other 
family friendly game 
play also welcomed 
in our game room! 
“Free Pack Friday”
Bring a friend and 

play at least one 
round logged in 

through WPN and 
recieve one free pack 

per person!
Contact us via call or 
text if you have any 

questions
(585) 356-7579

Dio’s Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

1.  GEOGRAPHY: How many U.S. 
states are part of New England?

2. LITERATURE: What district does 
Katniss Everdeen represent in “The 
Hunger Games”?

3. ANATOMY: What is the longest 
nerve in the human body?

4. COMICS: What is Captain Ameri-
ca’s shield made of?

5. SCIENCE: What is the process 
called when a solid becomes a gas?

6. HISTORY: In what year did the 
Three Mile Island nuclear accident 
happen?

7. MOVIES: What is Edward’s last 
name in the movie “Twilight”?

8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is 
the only marsupial found in North 
America?

9. TELEVISION: Which character 
on “The Brady Bunch” is famous for 
saying, “Marcia, Marcia, Marcia!”

10. ENTERTAINERS: Pop singer 
Taylor Swift was born in which U.S. 
state?

Answers
1. Six (Connecticut, Massachusetts, 

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont and 
Rhode Island).

2. District 12.
3. Sciatic nerve.
4. Vibranium.
5. Sublimation.
6. 1979.
7. Cullen.
8. Opossum.
9. Jan.
10. Pennsylvania.
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Your trusted source for 
local news in print & 

online is now available for 
convenient home delivery!

K E E P  I T 

L O C A L

(585) 343-8000
 438 East Main Street, Batavia, NY 14020  •  M-F, 9am-5pm

6-months
$30*

1-year
$52*

*For All 
Village 

Residents

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend regular-
ly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist Church 

a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am and our 
Sunday worship service typically includes singing a mix 

of both traditional and contemporary songs and hymns, a 
children’s message, and a sermon from the Word of God. 

  
First Baptist Church of Le Roy

5 E. Main St., Le Roy
(585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am.

We have a Wednesday Night Bible Study at 5:30pm 
  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
We welcome all to join us for Sunday service 

every week at 10:00am.
The Thrift Shop is now open on Tuesdays and Saturdays 

from 10:00am – noon. 
Donations may be brought to the church on Monday, 

Wednesday, or Thursday 9:00am – noon.
 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy

(585) 768-8980
office@Le Royumcny.org

www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 

Living Waters Church
30 Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy
(585) 768-6543

ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org
Mass Times @ OLM:

Saturday Vigil 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm

Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.
Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
Weekday: 7:30am Thursday

Mass times may change in the near future.
YouTube Livestream:

youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams
 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
1 E. Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

By JIM ELLISON
Le Roy Rotary Club

It was a lovely day as Pres-
ident Jim Ellison called the 
breakfast meeting to order 
today with the pledge and 
the four-way test. Jessa De-
chant, LCS Music Teacher 
and Rebekah Diegelman 
from ARC GLOW were guests 
today.

Upcoming programs were 
discussed:

- Foundation Seminar on 
November 15

- Cookie Auction on De-
cember 5, chaired by Jim Bo-
nacquisti

- “Her Christmas Carol” 
a Bloomfield Rotary Players 
Event put on at St. Mark’s, 
December 13th. Rotary Club 
of Le Roy is partnering with 

The Joy Project for this event. 
Sponsorships are available 
at several levels that include 
a donor listing or ads in the 
program.

Announcements includ-
ed these service opportuni-
ties:

- $387.60 donation for 
the Rotary Assistance Music 
Program was presented to 
Jessa Dechant from Le Roy 
Elementary School Band

- World Polio Day is Oc-
tober 24. Our club achieved 
100% members who donat-
ed

- Over $200 worth of food 
was collected for the LCCP 
Backpack Program at the 
JELLO Run.

Rebekah Diegelman pre-
sented a program regarding 

ARC GLOW. She shared the 
ways in which ARC GLOW 
works with people with de-
velopmental disabilities in 
our region. There are various 
volunteer opportunities with 
this agency.

The “Rotary Minute” to-
day was dedicated to com-
munity engagement and 
fundraising.

These folks were called 
upon for Happy Bucks: Scott 
McCumiskey and Phil Plossl, 
both celebrating being their 
anniversary of joining Rota-
ry this month.

Jim Delooze spoke about 
the details of the upcom-
ing Joy Project/Bloomfield 
Rotary Players Event. He 
encouraged members to 
help promote it within the 

community and noted op-
portunities for sponsorships 
and program ads. Tickets are 
available at Tompkins Bank, 
Copart, St. Mark’s Church 
and online at: https://leroy-
rotary/seatyourself.biz

“Have you considered 
becoming part of an orga-
nization that is wiping polio 
off the earth, funding over 
$32,000 in scholarships for 
local graduates along with 
youth sports and bicycle 
safety, feeding hungry peo-
ple via the Backpack pro-
gram, and saving the

lives of babies in Ugan-
da? Please help us make our 
community a better place to 
live. Remember to like us on 
Facebook at ‘Rotary Club of 
LeRoy’!”

Le Rotary Notes 10/20/25
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Jessa Dechant from Le Roy Elementary School Band with President Jim Ellison

PHOTO PROVIDED BY: JIM ELLISON
Rebekah Diegelman from ARC GLOW with President 
Jim Ellison

By JIM ELLISON

As we approach the fes-
tive season, we are remind-
ed of the magic that the 
holidays can bring—the 
twinkle of lights, sparkling 
decorations, and the sense 
of wonder that fills the air. 

This year, the Rotary Club 
of Le Roy is joining with the 
Rotary Club of Bloomfield, 
as both clubs support The 
Joy Project, an inspiring 
initiative designed to re-
kindle the spirit of Christ-
mas and create cherished 

traditions for today’s fami-
lies.

The Joy Project goes far 
beyond dazzling displays; 
it is about building com-
munity. Through collab-
orative efforts, the Rotary 
Club of Le Roy and the Joy 

Project are bringing gen-
erations together to share 
laughter, joy, and a re-
newed sense of belonging. 
This year’s highlight is a 
unique stage radio show, 
“Her Christmas Carol,” 
with two performances 
scheduled for Saturday, 
December 13th at 3:00 PM 
and 7:00 PM.

This project allows The 
Joy Project to introduce 
new displays, keep the fes-
tivities fresh, and extend 
holiday happiness to ev-
ery visitor. Your support—
whether big or small—will 
help keep the magic alive, 
bringing smiles to chil-
dren seeing it for the first 
time and rekindling fond 
memories for adults. Tick-
ets can be purchased in Le 
Roy, at Tompkins Bank, 29 
Main St., St. Mark’s Church, 
1 East Main St., and Co-
part, 4 West Ave. Or online 
at : https://Le Royrotary/
seatyourself.biz

We are grateful for the 
caring friends and spon-
sors in our community. 
Together, the Rotary Clubs 
of Le Roy and Bloomfield 
invite you to join us in mak-
ing this season truly spe-
cial for everyone. Let’s ig-
nite the spirit of giving and 
show what we can achieve 
when our Rotary Clubs 
Unite For Good!

Uniting for Joy: Rotary Clubs of Le Roy 
and Bloomfield Spread Holiday Cheer 

Through The Joy Project

The village board will 
have a workshop on Mon-
day November 3rd at 6:30 
at 3 W. Main St. to discuss 
future projects and build-
ing upkeep. Our street 
Christmas lights need up-
dating so this will be on 

the agenda.
Please try to keep sticks 

out of your leaf piles as 
they raise hell with the 
leaf vac. Thank you!

It looks like the Winter-
fest tree lighting will take 

place in Trigon Park and 
we will have decorations 
up in the Wiss lot as well.

The fall sports section-
als are in full swing. Good 
luck to all.

Chief  Kellogg and 
School Superintendent 
Merritt Holly will be rene-
gotiating another contract 
to have SROs at each cam-
pus. We look to provide 
the maximum security for 
the students that we can. 
Recently we reached out 
to other schools to see 
if they have or do some-
thing that we could use 
to help us with this. It’s 
something we look at ev-
ery day.

We have an upcoming 
Town election on Tues-
day, November 4th. Thank 
you to all the candidates 
for stepping up to try to 
help. Win or lose, it is im-
portant to have options. 
With this, LeRoy will be 
saying good-bye to the 
representation from Shel-
ley Stein. Shelley served 
LeRoy in many capacities 
over the years and did it 
well. If you see her, thank 
her. She put her heart and 
soul into her work.

“Bad officials are the 
ones elected by good cit-
izens who do not vote.” 
George Jean Nathan
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Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

DANSVILLE — The No. 3-seeded Le Roy/
Caledonia-Mumford Rivals boys soccer team 
traveled to Dansville to face off against No. 2 
Mynderse Academy for its Section V Class B 
semifinal matchup. Despite being the lower 
seed, the Rivals came away with a 1-0 victory.

Scoring the lone goal for the Rivals was Noah 
Kaczanowski, who netted the game-winning 
score during the first half of play.

The game was defined by an incredible de-
fensive effort by the Rivals. Goalie Grady Gil-
ligan recorded seven saves and preserved the 
shutout for his team.

Le Roy/Cal-Mum head coach Richard Ham-
mer discussed post-game how much the win 
against Mynderse meant to his squad, and how 
excited they are to move on to the sectional title 
game.

“It feels awesome. You know, neither Le 
Roy or Cal-Mum has ever been to a sectional 
final (for boys soccer), so it’s so exciting for our 
schools to come together and do something 
that we’ve never done before. So, everyone is 
really excited,” Hammer said.

Kaczanowski, who scored the game-win-
ning goal for the Rivals, emphasized his squad’s 
teamwork and how important it was to get the 
win.

“Obviously, it feels great, but it’s teamwork,” 
he said. “It takes all eleven, it takes all thirty. The 
dirty thirty, as we call it. It takes all of us; it’s not 
just me. Props to all these boys.”

Gilligan was happy with the team’s execu-
tion of the defensive game plan.

“I think we executed perfectly. Kind of our 
whole game plan was to just shut down (Myn-
derse’s Elijah Doell) in the middle, and I think 
he only had one shot on goal. Shut him down. 
Came out with the win, that’s all that matters,” 
Gilligan said.

The Rivals will face No. 1 Hornell in the final. 
Hammer knows the task his team faces against 
the Red Raiders in the title game.

“They’re the number one team in New York 
State, they’re undefeated, the returning sec-
tional champs,” Hammer said. “So, we’ve cer-
tainly got our work cut out for us. But, for us, 
it’s going to be about doing it together, because 
soccer’s a type of sport that is that ultimate team 
game. So, against a team like Hornell, it’s going 
to take all of us together, so that’ll be our focus, 
staying together.”

The Le Roy/Cal-Mum boys soccer team is 
now 16-3 on the season, and will move on to 
play No. 1 Hornell for the Section V Class B title 
at Honeoye Falls-Lima, starting at 6 p.m. Satur-
day.

Mynderse Academy ends its season with a 
14-4 record after the loss.

Kaczanowski’s Goal Leads LR/C-M 
Over Mynderse in ‘B’ Semis

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Rivals Noah Kaczanowski cuts up field with the ball.

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Rivals Aaron Blaker fights for the ball.

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Rivals Jack Currin blanketed by Mynderse defenders.

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Rivals goalie Grady Gilligan celebrates after a save.
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Must be 18 years or older to join. Payment for training programs upon completion. Be part of a great team!

VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS NEEDED
Message us on Facebook: @LeRoyFireDepartment 

or email us Join@LeRoyFireDistrict.com
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Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

LIVONIA — The Le Roy/
Caledonia-Mumford Rivals 
football team traveled for 
an away game against Livo-
nia on Friday night, claim-
ing a 33-13 victory.

The rushing game was a 
big factor for the Rivals, as 
multiple players scored on 
the ground.

Jude Christ rushed sev-

en times for 70 yards and 
a touchdown, Cameron 
Riggi took 13 carries for 60 
yards and a score and Bren-
nan Weber ran 13 times for 
54 yards and a touchdown.

R i v a l s  q u a r t e r b a c k 
Brady McClurg also had 
a big night, going 4 for 10 
passing for 145 yards and 
two touchdowns through 
the air.

On the receiving end, 

Dillon Alcott did the ma-
jority of the damage. He 
had two receptions for 108 
yards and two touchdowns. 
Riggi also added two recep-
tions for 37 yards.

On defense for the Ri-
vals, Riggi had nine tackles 
and a sack, Colton Halla-
day recorded seven tack-
les with one for a loss, Joe 
Reschke had six tackles, 
Christ had four tackles and 

McClurg had an intercep-
tion.

Jacob Benitez and Seth 
Eadie led the Livonia of-
fense. Despite falling short 
on the scoreboard, the duo 
combined for nearly 200 
yards on the ground.

Benitez tallied 104 yards 
and a touchdown on 18 
carries, while Eadie racked 
up 89 yards and a score on 
10 totes.

Zach Gardiner led the 
Bulldogs’ defense with 11 
tackles. Jack Ackerman 
added 10 tackles, Chayse 
Barrett had nine stops and 
Eadie, Carter Breu and 
Dom Vergillio made seven 
tackles each.

“Our boys played very 
tough,” Livonia head coach 
Richie Welch said. “It’s 
clear Le Roy/C-M is a very 
well-coached, disciplined 

team. We celebrated 10 
great seniors who will be 
missed very much next sea-
son.”

The LR/C-M Rivals close 
out the regular season with 
a 5-3 record after the win 
and will enter sectionals 
in Class C as the No.4 seed 
and will face off against 
Wellsville/GV-B at home 
in Caledonia, starting at 12 
p.m. Saturday.

LR/C-M Rivals Claim Victory Over Livonia 
to Finish Regular Season
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By KYLE GOODENOUGH
Le Roy Youth Football & Cheer

As another football sea-
son comes to a close, we 
take this time to reflect on all 
that was accomplished, the 
memories made, and the in-
credible efforts of everyone 
involved in our Le Roy Youth 
Football & Cheer program.

While both our Mini and 
JV teams fell short to Albion 
in their respective champi-
onship games, there is abso-

lutely no shortage of pride in 
what our players and coach-
es have achieved this season. 
From the first practice to the 
final whistle, each athlete 
demonstrated resilience, 
growth, and heart. Com-
peting at the championship 
level is no small feat, and we 
could not be prouder of the 
way our young athletes rep-
resented Le Roy — both on 
and off the field.

Our attention now shifts 

to our amazing cheerlead-
ers as they prepare to defend 
their many first-place titles 
this weekend at CheerZone. 
We know how much time, 
discipline, and passion our 
cheer teams put into their 
craft, and we are all behind 
you as you take the mat. Go 
show them what Le Roy 
pride looks like!

With the season wind-
ing down, it’s important to 
recognize and thank the 

individuals who make this 
program possible. To our 
coaches — your tireless 
dedication, leadership, and 
commitment to the kids are 
the foundation of everything 
we do. The lessons you teach 
go far beyond the game of 
football and will stay with 
these athletes for years to 
come. We are truly grateful 
for your time and the sacri-
fices you make to support 
our teams.

To our board members 
— your behind-the-scenes 
work often goes unnoticed, 
but your impact is felt in 
every aspect of this orga-
nization. From scheduling 
and logistics to equipment, 

fundraising, and communi-
ty outreach, you ensure that 
everything runs smoothly. 
Your efforts make this pro-
gram one of the strongest 

and most respected around, 
and we thank you sincerely 
for all that you do.

Lastly, we would like to ex-
tend our heartfelt gratitude 
to Denise Simcick for over 
15 years of dedicated service 
on the Le Roy board. Denise 
has been an integral part of 
our program’s success, and 
her passion, leadership, and 
care have helped shape the 
experience for countless ath-
letes and families. We wish 
her all the best as she begins 
her well-deserved retire-
ment — thank you, Denise, 
for everything you’ve given 
to Le Roy Youth Football & 
Cheer.

To everyone who support-
ed our program this year — 
parents, volunteers, spon-
sors, and fans — thank you 
for helping make this season 
such a success. We are proud 
to be part of this incredible 
community and look for-
ward to many more seasons 
of growth, competition, and 
teamwork.

Le Roy Youth Football Season Ends in Championship
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