
NOW OFFERING RESIDENTIAL 
GARBAGE PICKUP IN THE 

TOWN & VILLAGE OF LEROY 
$33.37/mo. includes all taxes and fees

CALL 585-343-3400 FOR DETAILS
Pick up every Wednesday

LATHAN
ROLL-OFF SERVICE

LEROY, N.Y.

585-768-7806
www.blue-dumpster.com

Rates 
starting
at $49!

We Clean Out: Basements, Attics, Sheds, Houses, 
Garages, Barns, Estates, Hoarders also Tree Services

We Tear Down: Garages, Fences, Sheds, Pools, Decks & More!
Make that JUNK
go away TODAY!

(585) 719-8004
Visa & Mastercard Accepted

FALL CLEAN OUT

Residential & Commercial
Lawn Maintenance • Custom Landscapes • Walkways

Retaining Walls • Patios • Ponds
Authorized Unilock & Versalock Contractor

24 Hour Snowplowing • Shoveling • Salting
John Morrill - Owner

(585) 768-6578
www.bubbaslandscape.net

81 Lake Street LeRoy, NY 14482
info@bubbaslandscape.net

We’ve Been Creating Beautiful 
Landscapes Since 1994

Fully Insured

FOLLOW US!           @LeroyWeekendGazette       @Sam.Leroy.Gazette
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By SAMUEL ZERILLO
Associate Editor for
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

Regional Transit Service 
(RTS) announced the launch 
of a new Microtransit pro-
gram, and accompanying 
app, that is going to be start-
ed right here in Le Roy.

RTS Link, provided by 
RTS Genesee, is a new ride-
sharing service that allows 
customers within the Le Roy 
area to book rides on RTS ve-
hicles.

Tom Brede, a representa-
tive at RTS, said to imagine 
this as a service similar to 
Uber, but for RTS programs.

“� ink, Uber pool. Right? 
So, it’s a shared ride service 
where when you need a ride, 
there’s a mobile app, you 
schedule the ride if there are 
drivers in the area, it’s some-
what similar to that model 
but not quite at the same 
scale,” Brede said about the 
new service.

The Pingo app, being 
launched alongside RTS 
Link, is a mobile app that 
customers can use in a sim-
ilar way to apps such as Uber 
to schedule, plan, track, and 
eventually pay for their trips 
through RTS.

“When a customer re-
quests a trip, RTS Link will 
� nd the closest time avail-
able for service. If the trip 
is accepted, RTS Link will 
direct the customer to meet 
the vehicle at a virtual stop: a 
nearby, centralized pick-up 

point,” RTS said in a recent 
press release.

“RTS Link will drop off 
the customer at a virtual 
stop near their destination. 
� ese virtual stops are pro-
grammed to be no more than 
one quarter of a mile from a 
customer’s point of origin.”

Customers in Genesee, 
Livingston, Ontario, Orle-
ans, Seneca, Wayne, and 
Wyoming counties now have 
access to this app, and can 
begin scheduling rides. � e 
app is available to download 
on both the Apple App Store 
and the Google Play Store.

� e Microtransit pilot ser-
vice is one part of this new 
program, and was launched 
at the Le Roy airport on Oct. 
13.

Brede discussed how 
Le Roy was chosen as the 

launch site for this program. 
A research study RTS did a 
few years ago indicated that 
the area would be a great 
place to test an on-demand 
service.

With Le Roy already being 
further along with other RTS 
on-demand services, start-
ing the pilot service at the Le 
Roy airport made sense for 

the market.
“We did a pilot program 

with the Pingo app, and we 
did that in Le Roy. Because 
we were further along with 
introducing the (Pingo) app 
in that particular market, so 
it just made sense for us to 
launch the on-demand pilot 
in that market,” Brede said.

RT S  C E O  Mig u e l 
Velázquez shared a similar 
sentiment about why Le Roy 
was chosen as the launch 
site in a recent press release.

“We regularly ask our 
customers for feedback on 
our service and over the 
past few years, they told us 
they would bene� t from im-
proved investment in tech-
nology and the implementa-
tion of Microtransit in select 
areas,” Velázquez said.

“The implementation of 
RTS Link in Le Roy will o� er 
the ability to get around town 
at night, which is among the 
most requested service im-
provements from customers 

in Genesee County.”
The launch on Oct. 13 

went over well, however the 
holiday weekend for Colum-
bus Day/Indigenous Peoples 
Day meant utilization of RTS 
services was a little slower 
than usual. Brede and RTS 
expect the service to pick up 
momentum as time goes on.

The pilot program in Le 
Roy will be monitored close-
ly for the next 12 months, af-
ter which RTS Genesee will 

make a determination to 
either end or extend the ser-
vice, or to launch RTS Link as 
a regular service.

For those in Le Roy inter-
ested in utilizing this pilot 
service, or the other RTS 
Link services, the pilot pro-
gram from RTS Link is avail-
able from 6 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
weekdays in Le Roy. To 
schedule a trip, download 
the Pingo app and register, or 
call RTS at (585) 343-3079.

New RTS Mircotransit Pilot Program 
and Pingo App Launched in Le Roy

PHOTO CREDIT: RTS
The RTS transport van arrives at an apartment complex 
in Le Roy to pick up the � rst ever RTS Link customer.
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By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

BATAVIA — Coming soon at the 
Main St. 56 � eater, the Batavia 
Players will perform a production 
of “Waiting for Godot” by Samuel 
Beckett.

The play is being directed by 
Jane Burk. It’s about two charac-
ters, Vladimir and Estragon, and 
their conversations by a roadside 
as they wait for someone named 
Godot.

� e show comes out of the ab-
surdist theater movement, which 
was de� ned by plays that seem to 
have no meaning, follow no logi-
cal dialogue, and follow no specif-
ic plot.

“It’s very absurdist, it’s very ex-
istential. It really follows no par-
ticular pattern, there’s no partic-
ular place, it could be anyplace. 
It could be no place,” Burk said 
about the play.

To Burk, shows like “Waiting 
for Godot” and others from the 
absurdist theater movement have 
renewed relevance here in 2025.

“� ere is dialogue, but it almost 
has no meaning,” Burk said.

“� roughout the play, so much 
of what they are supposedly say-
ing, just keeps getting repeat-
ed over and over again. And so, 
I guess I can see, on some level, 
where that might be an applicable 
description, in general, of the life 
that we are living,” she continued.

The uncertain and illogical 
nature of the dialogue and plot a 
show like “Waiting for Godot” was 
meant to mirror the absurdity of 
the human condition.

“A lack of purposeful and mean-
ingful existence,” is how Burk de-
scribed the show in one sentence, 
and that is precisely the point.

While the play was written to 
re� ect sentiments being felt by the 
playwright about society back in 
the 1950s, these same sentiments 
expressed through Beckett’s work 
are just as relevant today as they 
were at that time.

� e two main characters spend 
the entire show sitting around ex-
pecting Godot to show up, but he 

never does. Despite the fact the 
the two characters keep getting 
disappointed over and over by this 
non-arrival of Godot, they contin-
ue to sit there and wait, even after 
they say they are going to leave 
and � nd something else to do.

In many ways, this can re� ect 
the unfortunate reality many 
people face today of waiting for 
change and having it never actu-
ally come, or continuing to do the 
same routine out of comfort or fa-
miliarity even though they aren’t 
getting the results they are looking 
for.

These same sentiments were 
re� ected in the recent Broadway 
production of the show, which 
featured a star-studded cast in-
cluding Keanu Reeves and Alex 

Winter. � e two leading men de-
scribed the play in many inter-
views as a re� ection of the human 
experience.

� e production itself in Batavia 
has been in the works since August 
and will feature a � ve-person cast 
including Richard Ferris as Vlad-
imir, Steve Coburn as Estragon, 
James Barcomb as Pozzo, James 
Franklin as Lucky, and William 
Zerillo as the boy.

Burk wanted to emphasize all 
the hard work the cast members 
have put into this production, and 
she is excited to see all that hard 
work pay o�  on opening night.

Show times for the Main St. 56 
� eater production of “Waiting for 
Godot are 7:30 p.m. Oct. 24 and 25, 
and 2 p.m. Oct. 26.

By NOREEN TILLOTSON
The Le Roy Historical Society

After more than a cen-
tury hidden from public 
view, a long-lost painting 
is finally coming home to 
LeRoy, where it once hung. 
On November 1st (with 
Nov. 2nd open to the pub-
lic from 1:00-4:00), the Le-
Roy Historical Society will 
proudly unveil “The Vale 
of Elms,” an 1872 pastoral 
landscape by the renowned 
painter and teacher, Lem-
uel Maynard Wiles (1826-
1905). Born in Perry, NY, 
Wiles exhibited an early 
aptitude for art. The beau-
ty of nearby Silver Lake, the 
area that is now Letchworth 
State Park, and the Gen-

esee Valley would inspire 
many of his paintings. Al-
though largely self-taught, 
he studied with Hudson 
River School artists Wil-
liam Hart and Jasper Fran-
cis Cropsey. As with many 
other second-generation 
Hudson River School paint-
ers, Wiles incorporated ele-
ments of Luminism into his 
work, captured so perfectly 
in this work. He had studios 
in New York City and trav-
eled extensively through 
Europe and the American 
West, where he was among 
the first artists to paint the 
Spanish Missions. Between 
1875 and 1888, he served as 
the director of the College 
of Fine Arts at Ingham Uni-
versity in Leroy, and many 

of his students went on to 
become successful artists. 
After leaving Ingham, he 
opened the Silver Lake Art 
School on the west side of 
Silver Lake. In 1922, his 
devoted former students 
erected a bust of Wiles in 
his memory, which stands 
in front of the Woodward 
Library in LeRoy.

It is believed that Ing-
ham University was the first 
to purchase “The Vale of 
Elms” from Wiles. At over 
6 feet wide, the impressive 
painting was a highlight 
among the artwork ex-
hibited at the university’s 
Staunton Art Conservatory. 
After the university closed 
due to financial reasons in 
1892, the painting, along 

with much of the other 
artwork, was sold at auc-
tion in 1901. It was report-
edly the most in-demand 
painting of the auction and 
fetched the highest price. 
Once sold, its whereabouts 
became lost to time. One 
hundred twenty-two years 
later, it resurfaced in Ban-
gor, Maine, where it had 
become available for sale 
through an estate. In dire 
need of conservation work, 
the canvas had a large tear, 
and grime obscured much 
of the painting’s delicate 
details and beauty. Its re-
discovery and return to 
LeRoy mark not only the 
triumph of historical pres-
ervation but the revival of a 
cultural treasure with deep 

local roots. Thanks to the 
expert conservation work 
performed by the West Lake 
Art Conservation Center 
in Owasco, NY, “The Vale 
of Elms” can once again 
be seen in all its glory and 
enjoyed for generations to 
come. Along with gener-
ous community support, 
the conservation of “The 
Vale of Elms, was support-
ed through the NYSCA/
GHHN 2024 Conservation 
Treatment Grant Program 
administered by Greater 
Hudson Heritage Network. 
This program is made pos-
sible by the New York State 
Council on the Arts with 
support of the Office of the 
Governor and the New York 
State Legislature.

Batavia Players to Wait For ‘Godot’
Theater group tackling iconic absurdist play

PHOTO CREDIT: PATRICK BURK
James Barcomb plays the character of Pozzo in the upcoming Bata-
via Players production of “Waiting for Godot.”

PHOTO CREDIT: PATRICK BURK
Steve Coburn (front) and Richard Ferris (back) play the two leading 
characters of Estragon and Vladimir in the Batavia Players produc-
tion of “Waiting for Godot.”
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A Treasure Returns Home

PHOTO CREDIT: PATRICK BURK
Le Royan William Zerillo plays the boy in the upcoming production.
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37 Myrtle St. - LeRoy, NY 14482
www.derrickmonumentcompany.com

(585) 768-8470

Large Display of Granite Memorials,
Cemetery Lettering and Much More

Derrick Monument Company Inc.
Celebrating 110 Years and 3 Generations

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend regular-
ly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist Church 

a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am and our 
Sunday worship service typically includes singing a mix 

of both traditional and contemporary songs and hymns, a 
children’s message, and a sermon from the Word of God. 

  
First Baptist Church of Le Roy

5 E. Main St., Le Roy
(585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am.

We have a Wednesday Night Bible Study at 5:30pm 
  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
All are welcome to attend our weekly service each Sunday 

at 10:00am, ministered by Rev. David Pepper.
The Thrift Shop is now open on Saturdays 10:00am - Noon. 

Donations may be brought to the church on Monday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday from 9:00am - Noon.

 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy

(585) 768-8980
office@Le Royumcny.org

www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 

Living Waters Church
30 Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy
(585) 768-6543

ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org
Mass Times @ OLM:

Saturday Vigil 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm

Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.
Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
Weekday: 7:30am Thursday

Mass times may change in the near future.
YouTube Livestream:

youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams
 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
1 E. Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

By SCOTT DESMIT
For The Daily News

BUFFALO — A Catholic 
priest named parochial vicar 
of several Genesee County 
churches as part of the Dio-
cese’s “Road to Renewal” has 
been suspended after allega-
tions that he sexually harassed 
adults.

Bishop Michael W. Fisher 
Tuesday announced that he 
has removed the Rev. Patrick 
T. O’Keefe from active minis-
try and suspended his priestly 
faculties while the allegations 
are investigated.

Fisher also said there has 
been allegations of “inappro-

priate workplace and ministe-
rial misconduct.”

The Bishop was not more 
specific in a press release is-
sued Tuesday.

O’Keefe was ordained in 
1996. He was named as vicar 
of Ascension Parish in Bata-
via, St. Brigid Parish in Bergen, 
Resurrection Parish in Batavia 
and Our Lady of Mercy in Le 
Roy in 2023.

Three other priests will take 
on O’Keefe’s duties.

Fisher said canonical ju-
dicial review will be conduct-
ed to examine all allegations 
against Fr. O’Keefe.

“The Diocese of Buffalo has 
developed rigorous protocols 

for dealing with any allega-
tion of inappropriate conduct 
— sexual or otherwise — for 
bishops, members of the cler-
gy, deacons, employees and 
volunteers,” the release said. 
“All members of the clergy, 
pastoral ministers, employees, 
and volunteers of the Diocese 
agree to adhere to the Code of 
Conduct.”

O’Keefe was among three 
priests placed on a temporary 
leave of absence in April 2019 
after alleged inappropriate 
conversations during a social 
gathering of priests and semi-
narians at Saints Peter & Paul 
Church in Hamburg, where he 
was serving as vicar.

All three priests returned 
to duty two months later, with 
then-bishop Richard Malone 
saying that although inappro-
priate topics were discussed, 
there was “absolutely no inap-
propriate physical conduct” 
by the priests involved.

Corrective actions were 
taken, including retraining in 
the Diocesan Code of Con-
duct.

Diocese of Buffalo Suspends Batavia Priest
O’Keefe accused of sexual harassment 

and workplace misconduct

By JIM ELLISON
Le Roy Rotary Club

It was a beautiful late 
summer morning as Presi-
dent Jim Ellison called the 
meeting to order, followed 
by U.S. Pledge of Allegiance 
and the Rotary Four Way 
Test. We had District Gover-
nor (DG) Aaron Carlson and 
Assistant Governor Kelly Ka-
bala as guests. It is tradition 
that DG make an annual visit 
to all the clubs in the district 
which includes clubs in both 
the US and Canada.

President Jim called for 
announcements which in-
cluded: Rotary’s participa-
tion in the Jello ½ marathon 
on October 4th, the upcom-
ing St. Mark’s parking lot re-
conditioning project sched-

uled for October 15th and 
the clean up at the Park’n 
Ride which will happen in 
November.

Today’s Rotary Minute fo-
cused again on membership 
and recruitment.

Making contributions to 
this morning’s Happy Bucks: 
Tony Gugino for a recent trip 
to Europe, Larry Boylan for 
an upcoming African Safari, 
Jim Bonacquisti for the addi-
tion of a new Grand Daugh-
ter and Joan Ellison for 
spending the Labor Day Hol-
iday with family in Virginia.

The morning’s presenta-
tion was provided by District 
Governor Aaron Carlson. 
The emphasis of the talk 
was the four areas of focus 
of his term: Increase Rota-

ry Impact both locally and 
Worldwide, Expand Rotary’s 
Reach, Enhance Member 
Retention and be adaptable.

Have you considered be-
coming part of an organiza-
tion that is:

· Wiping polio off the face 
of the earth,

· Funding over $35,000 in 
scholarships for local high 
school graduates

· Sponsors Youth Sports 
and Bicycle Safety Programs

· Feeding hungry stu-
dents through the backpack 
program

· Saving the living of Ba-
bies in Uganda

Please help us make our 
community an even better 
place to live. Remember to 
like us on Facebook at “Ro-
tary Club of Le Roy”

Le Rotary Notes 9/17/25 Honor the cherished memory of a 
loved one with a personal tribute.

Local News & Community • In Print & Online
585-250-0555 | www.thedailynewsonline.com/leroyweekendgazette

Place an obituary in The Le Roy Weekend Gazette starting at $75 for 5”. Each 
additional inch in depth will cost $15. Adding a standard size photo will cost 
$15. If you would like to run the obituary in either The Daily News or Livings-
ton County News in addition to The LWG, the obituary can be repeated at 50% 
of the original cost.

Newspapers offer a historical account of the communities they serve and we 
do not want to exclude anyone from our obituary page due to inability to pay. 
Therefore, a one-inch death notice that only lists the name, age, town, date of 
death and occupation of the deceased will be free of charge. The funeral home 
needs to note in their email that the obituary will be free. As such, the name of 
the Funeral Home will not be published in the free obituary.

The LWG allows Funeral Homes to publish a “partial” obituary. There is no charge 
for a partial as long as a complete obituary is forthcoming. If for any reason a full  
obituary is not published, The LWG will charge the minimum $75 obituary fee.

Call us for more information on deadlines and placement details.

Check out our store
to see what obituary
keepsakes we sell!

NewsKeepsake.com/Pages/Batavia-News
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By BRIAN QUINN
bquinn@batavianews.com

STAFFORD — The owner of the for-
mer Odd Fellows Hall, who faces fines 
for not meeting a court-ordered dead-
line to complete a list of repairs to the 
building by Sept. 15, is asking the town 
to agree that the matter has been re-
solved.

Owner James Pontillo asked the 
Stafford Town Board during Monday’s 
board meeting if it would consider a 
stipulation or amendment to a court 
order from Genesee County Supreme 
Court Judge Diane Devlin. Pontillo 
completed a list of court-ordered re-
pairs, but not until 16 days after the 
deadline.

“What I mean by that is you would 
say, ‘You met the terms and it’s com-
plete and it’s over. That would not in-
clude any fine,” Pontillo told the Town 
Board, noting he completed the work 
the court required. “Otherwise, the 
town would have to bring a motion to 
address any claim that I violated the 
order. Then, we would probably end up 
back in court, with the attorneys.”

Attorney David Roach, represent-
ing the town, did not attend the board 
meeting. Town Board member Ron 
Panek said the town’s job is to enforce 
the State Building Code.

“What I’m asking ... is that you can 
reach Mr. Roach, ask for a stipulation. 
It’s just a stipulation that you all are OK 
with how everything turned out and 
you’re saying the order has been com-
pleted and satisfied,” Pontillo said. “Or, 
we continue this process and go back 
into court, and it’s going to take us into 
next year. I just don’t see the need for 
that.”

Town Supervisor Robert Clement 
said the building looks great and a nice 
job was done on the building.

“Whatever you’ve done over there, 
it’s certainly improved the building im-
mensely,” Clement said.

Pontillo said Tom and Todd Englerth, 
who owns the property next to his, ap-
proached him and are also looking for a 
resolution to the matter.

“I’m sure some of you know who they 
are, so if you want to reach out to them 
to verify that, I’m sure they would come 
to you,” the property owner said.

Pontillo said more work was done 
than was on the list of work to be done.

“As with any project, when you’re 
doing something of that scope, other 
things arise and those have to be ad-
dressed as well,” Pontillo said. “I’m not 
going to get into all the other things 
that were going on that prolonged it. If 
we have to discuss that, we have to get 
that discussed in court. I don’t think we 
need to go there.”

Pontillo asked whether he would be 
able to hear from the town as to what its 

direction is and whether it’s planning to 
take this issue back to court

Panek said the town would talk to 
Roach, but that the matter is in court. 
Pontillo said the town isn’t in court.

“It’s done. A stipulation would say 
that you’re not looking to go to court,” 
he said.

Panek asked, “Well, then, if it’s done, 
what do you need a stipulation for?”

Pontillo said it’s because the town is 
looking for additional money through a 
fine.

“We have an opportunity, as a board, 
to see the success and say, ‘You know 
what, let’s not show the town that we 
want to continue this.’ This has been go-
ing on for over 10 years and no one here 
has ever reached out to me. I’ve reached 
out to you all.”

Panek asked what expectation Pon-
tillo had for the town to reach out to 
him.

“It’s your responsibility to be com-
pliant to the New York State Building 
Code,” Panek said.

Pontillo asked if board members 
agreed that it would be best to come to 
a stipulation and move on. Town Super-
visor Bob Clement reiterated that what-
ever work Pontillo did at the site, it’s a 
good job.

“I don’t know if there’s anybody here 
that has any objection to what you’ve 
done over there,” Clement told Pontillo.

The board was asked whether it has 
the authority to get rid of any fine Pon-
tillo owes in this matter and whether it 
could vote Monday night or whether it 
felt it needed to speak to Roach.

“I don’t know. I think, in that partic-
ular case, I think we should go to our 
attorney,” Clement said. “It’ll probably 
end up being positive, but I want our at-
torney to weigh in on it.”

Panek advised Clement to be careful 
about using the word “positive.”

“What we will do is that we will set 

a precedent that when you are levied 
fines, you don’t have to pay for them. 
You can ask the board for a waiver. 
We’ve never done that,” Panek said. He 
later said if the town doesn’t enforce 
State Code regulations, the town is lia-
ble.

Toward the end of the meeting, Pon-
tillo said he doesn’t want to have the 
type of interaction with the board that 
happened Monday night.

“I was trying to end this a while ago. I 
only had two sentences that I read. That 
was all I wanted to talk about,” he said. 
“Reach out to Mr. Roach. I’m willing to 
sit down, come here and talk with you, 
see if we can come to a resolution so we 
can all just go on about bettering the 
community and not having this carry 
on. I don’t agree with you, Ron, on the 
fact that you’re doing me some kind of 
favor.”

Panek said when you violate a law or 
code and a court issues a fine. He did 
not finish his sentence when Pontillo 
responded.

“That fine has to do with a court or-
der that can have a stipulation to say it’s 
been satisfied and done,” Pontillo said. 
“That’s what I am asking for. I’ve gotten 
the permits. I’ve done the codes. I’ve 
had the inspectors in and out of there. 
I just want to be able to enjoy our later 
years here in this community and move 
on.”

Resident Beth Carr asked if the board 
felt that its response looks to the com-
munity like a passive-aggressive one. 
She also asked about the investment in 
legal fees over this issue.

“Wouldn’t it outrage the community 
to find out how much is gone of our tax 
money to preventing him from running 
a business that would contribute tax-
es?” she said.

Panek said, “We’re not preventing 
him from anything. He has the respon-
sibility to follow the code.”

Pontillo Asking Stafford for Agreement
Property owner asks for relief on court fine money he owes

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Work continues at James Pontillo’s property at the corner of Route 237 
and Route 5 in Stafford.
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By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

Halloween is the day be-
fore All Saints’ Day. It was 
originally called All Hallow’s 
Day but by the 16th Centu-
ry, it had been shortened to 
Hallow-w’en. It was further 
shortened to Hallow’een and 
today, the apostrophe has 
disappeared. Traditionally, 
it has been a night of scary 
mischief and the traditions 
of carved pumpkins, trick 
or treats, costumes, ghosts, 
goblins, and skeletons. There 
is not a lot of information 
about Le Roy and early Hal-
loween events. Janet Bryant, 
who wrote a column in the Le 
Roy Gazette spent some time 
searching for Halloween ac-
counts. Trish Riggi at the Li-
brary found Bryant’s column 
and also other accounts. 
From the Le Roy Gazette in 
1894: “A large number of the 
pupils of the public school 
gathered at the schoolhouse 
on Halloween where they 
indulged in games appro-
priate to the occasion until a 
late hour.” The “appropriate 
games” are not mentioned. 
The 1895 Gazette mentioned 
that “on Thursday night, 
about twenty young men 
from Le Roy chartered W.M. 
Heals carryall and drove to 

Pavilion where they enjoyed 
a Halloween oyster supper 
at Page’s Hotel. Each mem-
ber was equipped with a tin 
horn. After supper, toasts 
were enjoyed. The occasion 
was known as the Willie Boys 
Banquet.”

In 1905 the Gazette men-
tioned: The “younger ele-
ment in the village observed 
Halloween in the usual 
way. One of the iron seats in 
the park was removed and 
placed directly in front of 
an East Main residence and 
several horse blocks were 
removed and located some 
distance from their original 
place. Many people found 
their front doors and steps 
decorated with various kinds 
of fruit and vegetables but 
cabbage which sells as $13 a 
ton was noticeably scarce.” 
Another account mentions 
that the “pranks however 
were confined to good clean 
wholesome jokes and very 
little property destroyed. 
One crowd of boys had a 
dummy dressed up to repre-
sent a man and succeeded in 
startling quite a few people 
during the evening by setting 
the dummy beside a tree in 
some dark place and then 
pulling it down by means 
of a string just as someone 
was passing by. Three young 

men created considerable 
amusement by riding down 
through Main Street in an 
old buggy with the thills re-
moved and steering done by 
some device operated from 
the seat. The young men 
were masqueraded in gro-
tesque costumes. That was 
of course when horseless 
carriages were fairly new.” 
In 1910, all Saints Eve was 
marked by an open house 
meeting of the Women’s 
Club. The affair was held in 
the ball room of the Oatka 
Hose Company in the old 
Lampson Block which had 
been converted into a typi-
cally Halloween setting with 
food to match the rooms 
décor. In 1926, it was men-
tioned that the closing event 
of the Stafford County Club 
was a Halloween dance held 
with 45 couples. Everyone 
was having such a good time 
that the orchestra was com-
pelled to stay an extra hour. A 
delicious supper was served 
by the club steward, Ad Voy-
er. In 1913, Mayor Ward, to 
prevent malicious mischief 
on Halloween increased the 
strength of the police force 
and enlisted the services 
of the Troopers. Even with 
the added protection, some 
portions of the village suf-
fered somewhat – especially 
Church Street where dam-
age was done to tombstones 
in St Mark’s Cemetery.

In 1922 Halloween 
“passed off with merriment 
and some damage. Evidence 
along main street was not 
too noticeable but reports 
in from the Northeastern 
part of the village indicate 
that that section was a hot-
bed of operations. In other 
sections porch furniture was 
scattered about. Some porch 
steps were removed, and 
other property damage re-
sulted. The younger set

in masquerade costumes 
called on neighbors and 
were recipients of many 
treats which filled their 
hearts with joy.“ As Bryant 
mentions, this is the first 
account that she found that 
mentioned trick or treating. 
The following year in 1923, 
because of added police 
there was less mischief. A 
few windows were soaped 
and a couple of street-sign 
poles were bent.

In 1928, a Ford car with an 
open-air body was set upon 
buggy wheels and appeared 
in front of Hudson and 
Wades salesroom on Main 
Street.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Woodward hosted a couple 
of Halloween parties. One 
was held at the Butler Club 
House. “The big lounge 
was literally lined with corn 
stalks dotted with pump-
kin moonshines and light-
ed with Japanese Lanterns. 
The next afternoon the club 
house was turned over to the 
teenagers for a post Hallow-
een party. The next year the 
Woodwards held another 
Halloween party to mark the 
opening of the new Kemp 
and Lane factory on North 
Street. Janet Bryant wrote 
that she went to the party 
dressed as the town pump. 
She mentioned that some-
where there are photos of her 
in that costume. Bryant also 
wrote about her memories of 
Halloween growing up. She 
mentions bobbing for apples 

and trying to bite doughnuts 
off a string suspended from 
the ceiling while listening to 
tales of ghosts and goblins 
told by the older ones in the 
group. “When we were older, 
we dared one another to visit 
the Myrtle Street cemetery 
where crossing over the old 
fashioned turnstile we were 
on the lookout for ghosts. I 
can assure you our hearts 
were thumping and spines 
tingling with fear we might 
really see one there!”

There’s a good description 
of the “Hallowe’en” party 
held at the Fort Hill school 
in 1943. Douglas Brodie 
won a prize for the funniest 
costume. The kids played 
“Owl’s Nest” by pitching 
large canning jar rubbers 
onto the legs of an upturned 
chair. They played “pump-
kin head relay” and “Mother 
Witch Over the Mountain” 
and had a “pumpkin roll. An 
annual Halloween parade 
was started in the village, in 
1944 by the Rotary Club. The 
next year, 300 kids marched 
in the parade led by the high 
school band. The parade 
started at Trigon Park and 
marched to the Municipal 
Building. Details of the an-
nual parade mentioned that 
the kids returned to the ath-
letic field behind the school 
where prizes were awarded 
for costumes and cider and 
doughnuts were served. 
One year, the Halloween 
parade was the night before 
the big Le Roy Batavia foot-
ball game. The students held 
a “snake dance” which then 
concluded with the Rota-
ry Halloween dance in the 
school auditorium. It was 
noted that in 1949, Gus Ellis, 
who was in charge of the Ro-
tary parade, ordered 75 gal-
lons of cider and 150 dozen 
doughnuts.

The newspaper men-
tioned that the police had a 
quiet evening but noted that 
there were people driving 
down Church Street throw-
ing tomatoes and eggs from 
their car and that “the Jug 

City resident who is one of 
the few remaining owners of 
an outhouse kept off Hallow-
een pranksters with a flood 
lighted yard. He had not 
been so fortunate in previ-
ous years.” The police record 
also noted that a possum was 
found inside a car on Main 
Street and the police opened 
the car and released the 
scared possum.

There were other adult 
Halloween parties in Le 
Roy. The American Legion 
sponsored a Halloween 
masquerade dance and fun 
fest. Prizes were awarded for 
costumes. Music was pro-
vided by the “Mike Elling-
ham popular orchestra.” It 
was noted that the evening’s 
festivities were in “full swing 
after the Batavia Le Roy foot-
ball game.” The Knights of 
Columbus held a party from 
9pm to 1 am with music for 
round and square dancing 
provided by Harry Pauls’ Or-
chestra. Henry Zimmerman 
and Edward Murnan were 
the co-chairs of the event.

Through the 1940s and 
1950s, the newspaper in-
cluded the names of all the 
children who won prizes in 
the costume contests. Trish 
Riggi found her name listed 
as the having the Funniest 
costume. That year Mike 
Tresco won for the Most 
Original. Along with the cos-
tume winners were plenty of 
photos including a photo of 
“Spaghetti and Meatballs” 
although the person in the 
pasta costume was not iden-
tified. One year, many stu-
dents dressed in costumes 
of foreign countries. In 1959, 
Jimmy Antinore won an 
award for his robot costume. 
He was dressed as a mechan-
ical man in a blocky metal-
lic-appearing rig equipped 
with lights, electrical switch 
and all other paraphernalia 
of a well-dressed robot

In 1955, the Le Roy Girl 
Scout troops offered to ac-
company young children 
to go trick or treating. It was 
done as a public service to 

the community for those 
children whose parents 
could not go with them. 
Holy Family School held a 
family roller skating in their 
gym one year. Pat Kindred’s 
music students gave a Hal-
loween recital at the Baptist 
church at another time and 
Mr. Tountas gave a Hallow-
een party for a group of blind 
girls. Some people will re-
member the years that all the 
people working in George 
Peck’s Meat Market were al-
ways in costume, including 
Jean Donegan, Louis Ferr-
ara, George’s wife Hilda and 
George himself in a wig and 
floral dress. For a few years, 
storeowners on Main Street 
were encouraged to deco-
rate or paint their windows.

In 1946, the United Na-
tions International Chil-
dren’s Emergency Fund was 
formed during the first Unit-
ed Nations General Assem-
bly meeting on December 
11. It was organized as a tem-
porary agency to aid imme-
diate relief to children and 
mothers affected by World 
War II. In 1953, it became a 
permanent part of the Unit-
ed Nations, and its name 
was changed to the United 
Nations Children’s Fund al-
though it still retained the 
UNICEF acronym. UNICEF 
received the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1965. Children in Le 
Roy carried UNICEF boxes 
with them, to collect money 
for UNICEF. The project was 
overseen by the Presbyterian 
and Baptist churches.

In 1819, Washington Ir-
ving wrote “The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow” a short story 
about a superstitious school-
teacher named Ichabod 
Crane. After a party, Crane 
is chased by the legionary 
Headless Horseman, a ghost 
said to be a Hessian soldier 
who lost his head in battle. 
Crane disappears and his 
fate is not revealed — — a 
perfect story for Halloween!

 651 East Main St., Batavia, NY 14020 • 343-7830
 Visit our web site at: WillsCarpetOneBatavia.com

Voted #1 for Best Floor Coverings in the GLOW Region!
With over 110 years in business, we are your  

go-to specialists for all things flooring.  
From carpets to hardwood, tiles to vinyl,  

we have the superior inventory and  
top selections to meet your needs.

Our experienced team is here to help you find 
the perfect flooring solution.  Whether you 

prefer in-stock options or special orders, 
we’ve got you covered. Choose to take on your 

flooring project yourself or let our skilled 
technicians handle the installation for you.

Discover why generations of customers 
trust us for their flooring needs. 

Visit us today and step into quality and style!

Enjoying an 
Oyster Dinner 
on Halloween

PROVIDED PHOTO

Question of the Week? ?? ? ??

?

??

Question from The Le Roy Weekend Gazette staff

Have an answer you want to share with us directly? Send your answers to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Previous question - “Should the village have one big Christmas tree on the corner?”

Favorite highschool homecoming memory?
HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!

HAILEY M.

Yes my kids loved the tree! They always knew 
we were closed to home by that tree!

HEATHER H. MIKE T.

Definitely. I also like the way businesses deco-
rate on main street. The way the light poles are 

decorated. Makes downtown look festive

yes it was beautiful, but I imagine there us 
alot of work behind the scenes that goes into 

putting up and taking care of that tree

www.CasperFarmsBeef.com•Crystal (585) 478-6326•6671 Main Road, Stafford, NY 14143
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Saturday, Oct 25
4 - 7pm

Harvest Dinner
50/50 raffle

all proceeds for 
future community 
donations. Turkey, 
Mashed potatoes, 

gravy, stuffin, squash, 
rolls, and desert

Open to the public
Eat in or take out

Le Roy Moose
21 Bank St.,

Le Roy
•

7 - 10pm
The Linwood 

Haunted House
Kid friendly Trick or 
Treat / Walkthrough 

& Storytime @ 1-3pm
Free admission

Donations welcome 
(All proceeds will be 

donated to the Le Roy 
Ambulance Service)
Follow us on Face-

book
@TheLinwoodHau-

nting
Linwood 

Haunted House
9104 Linwood Rd.,

Le Roy

•

Friday, October 31
6pm

Halloween Parade
Calling all kids and 

families! Join us for a 
spooktacular evening 

of fun, candy, and 
community spirit.

Leading the parade: 
Tommy the Moose 

and our brave volun-
teer firemen in their 

fire trucks! 
Walk down Main 

Street to the Firehall 
for treats, cider, and 

donut holes.
Don’t forget your 

costumes – we can’t 
wait to see your 

Halloween spirit!
Line up behind 

Tompkins Bank.
Parade will prompty 

begin at 6pm.
Tompkins Bank

29 Main St., Le Roy
•

Saturday, Nov 1
7 - 11pm

Haunted Hayrides of 
Livingston County
Haunted Hayride, 

Corn walk, and 
Haunted house. 

Open the last week-
end (Friday/Satur-

day)in September, 
and every Friday/

Saturday in October. 
Open from Dusk to 

11pm. Price - $20.00. 
Food and Beverages 

available
Moonlit Acres

6166 Swartz Rd.,
Dansville NY

•
9:30pm - 2am

Halloween Bash
Dj kevin will be play-
ing from 9:30-1:30AM 

and announcing 
the winners for the 

costume contests at 
midnight.

Food/ drink specials 
all day

Smokin’ Eagle BBQ
9 Main St., Le Roy

•

Sunday, Nov 2
12 - 4pm

“The Vale of Elms”
The public is wel-

come to come view 
the newly conserved 

1872 Lemuel May-
nard Wiles painting, 

“The Vale of the 
Elms”

This will be the first 
time the painting has 

been on public dis-

play since it was sold 
at auction in 1901 

from Ingham Univer-
sity’s Art Conserva-

tory.
The Historic LeRoy 
House is scheduled 

to be open until 
November 23rd, with 
volunteers available 

during the Jell-O 
Museum hours if you 
cannot make it on the 

2nd!
The Le Roy House

23 E. Main St., Le Roy
•

Saturday, Nov 8
4:30 - 6pm
Roast Beef 

Dinner Event
Dinner includes: 

Roast Beef, Squash, 
Mashed Potatoes, 

and Pie for $18.
Sit in and take out 

available.
For more info:

1-585-768-8980 or
Email lumcspecialev-

ent@gmail.com
Le Roy United Meth-

odist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le 

Roy

•
4:30 - 7pm

Turkey Dinner
Dinner starts at 4:30 
and continues until 

7pm or until sold out.
Curbside drive-thru 

take out available 
between 4:30 to 6pm 

or until sold out.
Adults $15, Children 

10 and under $8.
American Legion

Auxiliary Unit 576
53 W. Main St., Le Roy

•
7:30pm

Comedy @ The Club

Join Us & Comedi-
ans - Danny Liberto, 

Vinnie Paulino, & 
Blane Kelly

We Will Be Serving 
Food from 5 to 730 

pm
Tickets Are $20 per 

person - You Will Pay 
for these @ the door
You Can Call Ahead 
Of Time & Reserve a 

Table
Le Roy Country Club

7759 E. Main Rd., 
Le Roy

•

Monday, Nov 10
7pm

Sugaray Rayford
Sugaray Rayford is a 
man with a message 
and a larger than life 

personality and voice 
to deliver it. Working 
with producer, song-
writer Eric Corne for 

the past 3 albums, 
the soul-blues pow-
erhouse has crafted 

an incendiary sound 
and narrative, com-
bining classic soul 

melodies and funky R 
& B grooves with raw 

blues power.
Fanatics Pub

7281 W. Main St.,
Lima NY

•

Saturday, Dec 13
3 - 7pm

Her Christmas Carol
Step back in time and 
experience the gold-
en age of radio with 
a live performance 

filled with nostalgia, 
fun, and community 

spirit.
Ticket locations list-

ed online at  

https://leroyrotary.
seatyourself.biz

St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church

1 E. Main St., Le Roy
_________________

ONGOING:
Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering
People are welcome 

to come (in pairs 
or groups) anytime 
during our business 
hours (1-7pm) and 

play free play. Sign up 
for the event through 

the WPN event link 
website. People are 
welcome to do this 
any day (Mon-Sun) 

between 1-7pm. 
D&D, Pokémon, 

YuGiOh, or any other 
family friendly game 
play also welcomed 
in our game room! 
“Free Pack Friday”
Bring a friend and 

play at least one 
round logged in 

through WPN and 
recieve one free pack 

per person!
Contact us via call or 
text if you have any 

questions
(585) 356-7579

Dio’s Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

1. COMICS: What is Thor’s home 
planet?

2. LITERATURE: Which of Charles 
Dickens’ novels has a character named 
Miss Havisham?

3. ANATOMY: What is the largest 
muscle in the human body?

4. MOVIES: In the movie “Zom-
bieland,” what sweet treat is Woody 
Harrelson’s character searching for?

5. ASTRONOMY: What is the larg-
est moon of Jupiter?

6. TELEVISION: How does George 
Costanza’s fiancee die on “Seinfeld”?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
quahog?

8. GEOGRAPHY: How many coun-
tries does the Amazon River and its 
tributaries flow through?

9. ENTERTAINERS: Where is Elvis 
Presley’s home, Graceland?

10. SCIENCE: What is the study of 
clouds called?

Answers
1. Asgard.
2. “Great Expectations.”
3. Gluteus maximus.
4. Twinkies.
5. Ganymede.
6. Poisoned by licking cheap wed-

ding invitation envelopes.
7. Type of clam.
8. Nine (Peru, Colombia, Brazil, 

Ecuador, Bolivia, Venezuela, Guyana, 
Suriname and French Guiana).

9. Memphis, Tennessee.
10. Nephology.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

FROM KING FEATURES WEEKLY SERVICE, 

300 W. 57th Street, 41st Floor, New York, NY 

10019 

CUSTOMER SERVICE: 800-708-7311 EXT. 257   

TRIVIA TEST #12345_20251020  

FOR RELEASE OCTOBER 20, 2025

By Fifi Rodriguez  

Have an 
upcoming event 
you’d like to see 

featured?

Send it to  
szerillo 

@batavianews.com  
or  

bfunderburk 
@batavianews.com
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By KYLE GOODENOUGH
Le Roy Youth Football & Cheer

Le Roy football fans were 
treated to an unforgettable 
weekend of playoff action 
as both the JV and Mini 
Knights battled their way to 
championship appearanc-
es in the NOFA postseason. 
Behind hard-nosed de-
fense, timely plays, and un-
wavering grit, both squads 
secured dramatic victories 
to keep their title hopes 
alive.

Le Roy JV Knights Edge 
Attica in Triple Overtime 
Thriller

The Le Roy NOFA JV 
Knights punched their 
ticket to the championship 
game after an unforget-
table 6–0 triple-overtime 
victory over the Attica Blue 
Devils.

In a defensive slugfest 
that had fans on their feet 

from start to finish, neither 
team could find the end 
zone through regulation 
or the first two overtimes. 
Then, in the third overtime, 
quarterback Seth Przybyl 
broke the deadlock with 

a determined scramble, 
crossing the goal line for 
the game’s only touchdown 
and sealing Le Roy’s dra-
matic win.

The Knights’ defense was 
relentless all afternoon. Ev-

erett Torrey dominated the 
line of scrimmage, clogging 
up Attica’s running lanes. 
Xander Parker, Zach Gard-
ner, and Lincoln Cook each 
came up with key intercep-
tions to keep the Blue Dev-

ils scoreless. Tarick Van-
galio added a clutch sack, 
while Kody Holler and Jo-
seph Oliver led the team 
in tackles, setting the tone 
with their physical play.

With the win, Le Roy 
advances to the NOFA JV 
Championship,  where 
they’ll face the undefeated 
Albion squad this Saturday 
in Newfane.

Mini Knights Grind Out 
Win Over Akron

The Le Roy Mini Knights 
also advanced after edging 
out the Akron Tigers 6–0 in 
the first round of the NOFA 
playoffs.

In another defensive 
battle, Le Roy’s only score 
came early on a long touch-
down run by Greyson Big-
gins, giving the Knights the 
lead they would hold onto 
the rest of the way. Despite 
facing a tough front four 
from Akron and limited 

running lanes, the Knights’ 
defense rose to the chal-
lenge and delivered a shut-
down performance.

Biggins and Juddy Reed, 
playing tough at defensive 
end, made key plays to con-
tain Akron’s offense. Line-
backers Phoenix Smith, 
Zac Lawrence, Evan Sae-
va, Aiden Costa, Grayson 
Nichols, Max Gavin, and 
Jax Lathan controlled the 
middle of the field, while 
Ira Canfield and Beau Da-
vis anchored the defensive 
line. In the fourth quarter, 
the Knights’ secondary 
came up big with two crit-
ical pass defenses to seal 
the victory and secure a 
spot in the next round.

Le Roy will meet Albi-
on again this Saturday at 
12 p.m. in a much-antic-
ipated championship re-
match of last season’s final.

Le Roy Youth Knights Teams Advance to 
Championship After Thrilling Playoff Wins

PHOTO CREDIT: DANIELLE WOJTASZCZYK

By SAMUEL ZERILLO  
& MIKE ROSE
sports@batavianews.com

The Caledonia-Mum-
ford game day cheerlead-
ing squad participated in 
Hilton’s Spirit and Pride 
competition last Thursday, 
and claimed first place at 
the event.

The Raiders participat-
ed in the Class C2 division, 
and finished with a score of 
83.8.

The team also won a 
‘High 5’ award for having 
the fourth highest score 
across all divisions at the 
competition.

“Our young team con-
tinues to impress me,” 
Cal-Mum head coach Mi-
chelle Carson said. “Their 
determination and grit are 
unmatched. Each day they 

come to practice ready to 
get better.”

C a l e d o n i a - M u m f o r d 
then moved on to take 
home another competition 
win this past Saturday.

The Raiders game day 
cheerleaders added to 
their wins with a victory 
in the Class C3 Division at 
Avon’s Rally at the River.

Cal-Mum won with a 

score of 79.5, remaining 
perfect in competitions 
this season.

“We made some errors 
today, but our energy and 
technique paid off,” Carson 
said about the win in Avon. 
“We’re excited to see how 
well the team does when 
we finally get all the pieces 
together and nail this per-
formance.”

Cal-Mum Earns First Place at 
Two Recent Competitions

PHOTO PROVIDED BY: MICHELLE CARSON
The Cal-Mum game day cheer squad claimed first place 
in the class C2 division with a score of 83.8 on Thursday.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The No. 8 seeded Le Roy 
girls soccer team hosted No. 
9 East Rochester for the first 
game of this year’s Section 
V Class B2 tournament, and 
came away with a 2-0 win at 
home.

Scoring goals for the 
Knights included Jenna 
Sherman and Alli Vallese, 
both assisted by Bailey Ca-
ton.

Goalie Maddison Pad-
dock had a great game in 
goal for Le Roy, grabbing 
eight saves and preserving 
the shut out for her team.

Cora Weaver was named 
the Knights player of the 
game by head coach Beth 
Luckey.

It was the last game that 
will be played on Le Roy’s 
current field before a new 
turf surface is installed.

“I am so proud of the 
girls for capturing not only 
a sectional win but the last 
win ever on this grass field 
— onto turf next year,” head 
coach Beth Luckey said 
about the win.

“This field holds so much 
sentimental value, and I am 
grateful that this team was 
the last to play here. Great 
job tonight girls.”

The Le Roy squad is now 
6-9-1 on the year with the 
win, and will move on to the 
next round of the section-
al tournament to face off 
against No. 1 seeded Willam-
son on the road, kickoff at 
6 p.m. Friday.

Le Roy Girls Soccer Earns Win Against ER in First Round of Sectionals

PHOTO CREDIT: JAYME QUTERMOUS
The Le Roy girls soccer team hosted East Rochester for their first matchup of this year’s Sectional tournament, 
and captured the 2-0 victory at home.

Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The No. 7 seeded Cale-
donia-Mumford girls soc-
cer team hosted No. 10 
Oakfield-Alabama/E lba 
for its first matchup of the 
Class C2 sectional tourna-
ment, coming away with a 
4-2 victory at home.

Coming up big for the 
Raiders in the game was 
Bre Bishop, who scored a 
hat trick to lead her team to 

victory.
Bishop also record-

ed an assist on the other 
Cal-Mum goal, scored by 
Madyson Ross.

Cache Brockenshire 
was in goal for the Raiders 
during the game, record-
ing 11 saves while giving up 
two goals.

For O-A/E, the team’s 
two goals were scored by 
Melissa Vasquez and Gra-
cie Smith. Allison Harkness 
also played well, recording 

an assist.
In goal for O-A/E, Lyd-

ia Ross recorded 12 saves 
during the game.

C a l e d o n i a - M u m f o r d 
girls soccer is now 11-5 af-
ter the win, and will move 
on to the next round of 
sectional play on the road 
against  Byron-Bergen, 
starting at 6 p.m. Friday.

Oakfield-Alabama/Elba 
finishes its season with a 
6-10 record after the loss.

Bishop Scores Hat Trick, Cal-
Mum Takes Down O-A/E in 

First Round of Sectionals

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Cal-Mum’s Breyanna Bishop and Oakfield-Alabama’s Alahna Chatt fight for the ball 
during the first half.
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The Le Roy/Caledo-
nia-Mumford junior varsity 
boys’ soccer team ended 
its season on a four-game 
winning streak, including 
claiming the champion-
ship of the Byron-Bergen 
Junior Varsity Tournament 
on Oct. 18.

The Rivals ended the 
season with a 13-2-1 re-
cord.

Three first-half goals by 
Carter Wiley led the way 
for Le Roy/Cal-Mum which 
outlasted Byron-Bergen, 
3-2, in the championship 
just two days after the 
teams had played their reg-
ular-season finale against 
each other.

The Rivals struck first 
with Wiley and Harrison 
Porter teaming for a pair 
of goals about a minute 
apart. Porter, about 11 min-
utes into the opening half, 
dribble up the middle of 
the field and split two By-
ron-Bergen defenders as 
he found Wiley open in the 
middle of the penalty box 
for the strike and a 1-0 lead. 
A minute later, Porter again 
found Wiley who this time 
struck a hard shot from the 
left side for a 2-0 lead.

B y r o n - B e r g e n  r e -
grouped and cut the score 
in half off a corner kick 
about three minutes later. 
Rhyker Kimble found Jack-
son Senf in the middle of 
box off the corner kick and 
Senf sent a solid shot down 
the middle of the goal.

Wiley added his third 
goal with about five min-
utes remaining in the half. 
A strong shot by Kaiden 
Mattiacio was deflected by 
Byron-Bergen goalkeeper 
Liam McAlister, but Wiley 
was able to collect the re-
bound and knock it in for a 
3-1 Rivals lead.

The Rivals possessed the 
ball for large portions of 
the second half and with-
stood several counterat-
tacks by Byron-Bergen, 
which pulled within a goal 

with about three minutes 
remaining. Kimble scored 
the goal off an assist from 
Ian Bannister.

Le Roy/Cal-Mum ad-
vanced to the champion-
ship with a 10-0 disman-
tling of Pembroke, a game 
called with just more than 
6 minutes remain as dark-
ness descended on the 
field. Ryker Sherwood led 
the offense with four goals 
and an assist, his second 
four-goal game in less than 
a week. Carter Wiley and 
Kaiden Mattiacio each con-
tributed two goals and an 
assist. Liam McArdle also 
had two assists. Robert 

Dunn and Harrison Porter 
also had goals. Other as-
sists were contributed by 
Mason Parnell, Ian Ludwig, 
David Preston and Dylan 
Loftus.

Byron-Bergen defeat-
ed Attica/Alexander in its 
tournament opener.

The championship was 
the second closely-con-
tested match between Le 
Roy/Cal-Mum and By-
ron-Bergen.

On Oct. 16, Le Roy/Cal-
Mum shutout Byron-Ber-
gen, 2-0, at Hamilton 
Sports Complex in Caledo-
nia.

Byron-Bergen nearly 

struck first when a corner 
kick appeared headed into 
the goal at the far post. Le 
Roy defender Liam Beagle, 
standing on the goal line, 
trapped the ball with his 
chest and cleared the ball 
away on the right side.

The Rivals tallied the 
game’s first goal with 7:32 

left. On an indirect kick, 
Dylan Loftus tapped the 
ball to his left to Beagle 
who blasted a shot to the 
left side of the goal and a 
1-0 lead.

The game remained 
tight throughout with Le 
Roy/Cal-Mum extending 
its lead early in the sec-
ond half. Sherwood took 
and pass from Preston and 
drilled a shot just under 
the crossbar for a 2-0 lead. 
The Rivals defense, with 
Domanic Dieter and Log-
dan Ashley in goal, made 
the shutout stand up.

On Oct. 14, Le Roy/Cal-
Mum defeated Wellsville, 
5-2. Sherwood sparked the 
offense with four goals, in-
cluding two off long passes 
from Beagle.

Mason Parnell scored 
the first goal for the Rivals, 
off a McArdle corner kick. 
The score remained 1-0 for 
much of the first half, then 
with about two minutes 
left, Sherwood took a long 
pass from Beagle, dribbled 
in front of the goal and 
blasted a left-footed shot 

into the corner for a 2-0 
lead.

Wellsville scored with 
about five seconds left to 
make it 2-1 at halftime.

Le Roy/Cal-Mum ex-
tended its lead in the open-
ing minutes of the second 
half when Beagle stole the 
ball from a Wellsville play-
er, dribbled to open space 
and as he approached mid-
field sent a pass about 30 
yards down field to Sher-
wood who streaked into the 
penalty box and rocketed 
the ball into the goal for a 
3-1 lead. Later in the half, 
Parnell found Sherwood 
on a cross to the middle of 
the box for his fourth goal. 
Sherwood added an unas-
sisted goal late in the half.

Wellsville made it 5-2 
with about 6:30 left in the 
game.

The Wellsville coach 
would not provide infor-
mation on who scored for 
his team.

For the season, the Ri-
vals outscored opponents 
57 to 20 and recorded eight 
shutouts in 16 games.

Rivals JV Boys’ Soccer Win B-B Tournament
Season Ends with 4-game Winning Streak

BEN BEAGLE/LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
The 2025 Le Roy/Caledonia-Mumford junior varsity boys’ soccer team finished its 
season with an overall record of 13-2-1.

Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER
By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The No. 3 seeded Le Roy/
Caledonia-Mumford Rivals 
boys soccer team hosted 
No. 14 Waterloo for its first 
matchup of the Section 
V Class B tournament on 
Wednesday, coming away 
with a big 7-1 victory at 
home.

Leading the way for the 
Rivals was Jake Wiley, who 
scored three goals to se-
cure the hat trick. Wiley 
also picked up an assist 
during the game.

Matt Hockey also net-
ted multiple goals for the 
Rivals, scoring two on the 
night.

Also scoring for the Ri-
vals was Jack Currin and 
Jaxson Burnside. Picking 
up assists included Jagger 
Smith, Anthony Wright, 
and Scotty Bowman.

The Le Roy/Cal-Mum 
boys soccer team is now 
14-3 after the win, and will 
move on to the next round 
of the Section V tourna-
ment to face off against No. 
6 Wayland-Cohocton at 
home, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday.

Rivals Boys Soccer Dominates Waterloo in First Round of Sectionals

PHOTO CREDIT: JUSTIN MORRISON
Rivals Jake Wiley splits the defense to advance the ball up field.
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By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The Letchworth/Perry/Warsaw foot-
ball team traveled for an away game 
against the Le Roy/Caledonia-Mumford 
Rivals on Friday night, and came away 
with a close 16-14 victory on the road.

Scoring was opened up for L/P/W by 
Caden Sumeriski, who ran in a 21-yard 
touchdown and then also got the two-
point conversion to put the Dawgs up 8-0.

Good defensive efforts from both sides 
led to the game staying at 8-0 for the rest of 
the first half of play.

L/P/W would score again after the sec-
ond half began when Maddox Kelly ran 
in a 13-yard touchdown. Sumeriski once 
again scored a two-point conversion to 
bring the Dawgs lead up to 16-0.

The Rivals offense got a spark in the 
second half after the team converted a 
fourth down off a fake punt.

The Rivals would later score on a 23-
yard pass from quarterback Brady Mc-
Clurg to Austin Metzger. McClurg ran 
in the two-point conversion to cut the 
L/P/W lead down to 16-8.

Le Roy/Cal-Mum would soon score 
again after McClurg ran in a 41-yard 
touchdown. However, the Rivals would 
fail to convert the two-point try, and so 
L/P/W held on to a narrow lead at 16-14.

After getting the ball back on offense, 
the Dawgs were able to run out the re-
maining six minutes and 13 seconds left 
on the clock by picking up four key first 
downs on their final drive, and secured 
the victory.

Playing any road game isn’t easy, but 
facing a tough Rivals team in enemy ter-
ritory is a particularly difficult task. L/P/W 
head coach Rick Hoy said that the team 
put in the work to prepare for this match-
up, and that many players stepped up in a 
big way to capture the close victory.

“It’s Le Roy/Cal-Mum so you’re always 
geared up and juiced up for this team, and 
they are for us, I think. Much respect for 
that program and team,” Hoy said about 
the win.

“The kids wanted it, they stepped up, 
it was great. We had two injuries and the 
next guy stepped up. It’s like cliche, but 
it was true in this scenario. We’re really 
proud of our guys,” Hoy continued.

When asked how L/P/W responded 
when Le Roy/Cal-Mum started to rally 
back in the second half, Hoy said that the 
team just focused in on what was working, 
and continued to play hard.

“We knew that certain players had an 
advantage, so we wanted to execute and 
focus in on that to be honest with you. So 
that’s what we did,” Hoy said.

“If it wasn’t for the turnovers, who 
knows what the situation would have 
been. I mean we gave the ball back to 
them and they were able to capitalize. So, 
we can’t do that going forward, but it was a 
great hard-fought game.”

The leader of the offense for L/P/W 
during the game was Sumeriski, who fin-
ished with 66 total rushing yards, a rush-
ing touchdown, and also converted two 
two-point conversions.

Kelley finished the game with 92 rush-

ing yards and a rushing touchdown for 
the Dawgs.

On defense for L/P/W, Brayden Merritt 
with seven tackles and a forced fumble, 
Logan Schroeder with six tackles, Kelly 
with five tackles and an interception, and 
Brayden Schroeder with five tackles and a 
sack, all played well in the game.

For the Rivals offense, McClurg fin-
ished the game going 11-14 through the 
air with 135 passing yards and a passing 
touchdown, as well as four rushes for 37 
yards and a rushing touchdown.

Other rushing leaders included Bren-
nan Weber who rushed 11 times for 52 
yards, and Cameron Riggi who racked up 
32 yards on 11 carries.

Receiving leaders for the Rivals were 
Metzger with three receptions for 48 yards 
and a touchdown, Connor Elmore with 
five receptions for 53 yards, Jude Christ 
with two receptions for 22 yards, and Riggi 
with one reception for 12 yards.

On defense for the Rivals, the team was 
led by Joe Reschke with nine tackles and 
two fumble recoveries, Riggi with eight 
tackles, and Colton Halladay with seven 
tackles and one for a loss.

The L/P/W Dawgs move to 6-1 after the 
victory, and will play their final game of 
the regular season at home in Letchworth 
against East Rochester/Gananda (5-2), 
kickoff at 7 p.m. Friday.

The Le Roy/Cal-Mum Rivals drop to 
4-3 after the loss, and will look to bounce 
back in their final game of the regular 
season on the road against Livonia (1-6), 
starting at 7:30 p.m. Friday.

Rivals Football Loses Close 
Game at Home Against L/P/W

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

Le Roy had a lot to cele-
brate again on Monday night 
in a three-set win over Gen-
eseo.

The Oatkan Knights had 
their Senior Night for their 
five seniors ahead of the win 
that locked up the Livingston 
County League Division II 
title. Le Roy also secured the 
top seed in Section V Class 
C1 with the victory.

Le Roy cruised to a win in 
the opening set 25-7 before 
winning a pair of tight sets, 
25-22 and 25-21, to secure 
the win.

Evy Kanaley recorded 12 
aces and six additional ser-

vice points, three kills and 
a dig. Chloe Moran added 
eight digs, five kills, four ser-
vice points and an assist, and 
Suri Woods posted six kills, 
three blocks, three aces, two 
digs and eight service points.

Ava Austin had four kills, 
three digs, two aces and three 
service points, and Laney 
Christ recorded five assists, 
four digs, three service points 
and two kills for Le Roy.

Adi Donegan and Haley 
Adamson had three kills 
apiece for Geneseo. Olivia 
Flint added six digs.

Le Roy moved to 18-1 after 
this game and closed the reg-
ular season on Wednesday 
with a 3-0 win against Letch-
worth.

Le Roy Volleyball 
Wins Seventh Straight, 

Clinches LCAA Title

PHOTO CREDIT: SUE STABA
Le Roy seniors with head coach Sue Staba. From left 
to right: Suri Woods, Ava Austin, Laney Christ, Sue 
Staba, Chloe Moran, Evy Kanaley.

Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER


