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Fully Insured
81 Lake Street LeRoy, NY 14482
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John Morrill - Owner
(585) 768-6578
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We’ve Been Creating Beautiful Landscapes 
Since 1994

36th Annual Oatka Festival
July 18th & 19th, 2026   •   10am - 5pm

www.OatkaFestival.org
� is festival is made possible thanks to the generosity of our sponsors and volunteers!

SATURDAY:
11am — Parade

SUNDAY:
11am — Car Show
5pm — Duck Derby

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The next generation of 
doctors, teachers, engi-
neers, servicemembers, 
lawyers and profession-
al athletes have emerged 
from Le Roy.

Saturday morning, Le 
Roy High School held a 
ceremony for the graduat-
ing class of 2026 where the 
seniors walked the stage, 
earned their diplomas and 
were sent off to pursue 
their next chapter in life.

Things got kicked off 
with each graduating stu-
dent processing into the 
high school auditorium 
one by one, and after every-
one made their way to the 
stage, senior Skylar Nole 
sang the national anthem.

Interim High School 

Principal Thomas Kopp 
gave the opening remarks, 
and introduced the first 
speaker during the event, 
Board of Education Presi-
dent Jackie Whiting.

Whiting spent her time at 
the podium congratulating 
the senior class, while also 
making sure to say thank 
you to all of the members 
of the Le Roy school dis-
trict who have contributed 
to the graduating student’s 
success over the past four 
years.

“I hope everyone appre-
ciates how blessed we are 
to have these folks with 
working in our district. 
Their hard work and efforts 
both entirely into ensuring 
your children’s and our 
students wellness and suc-
cess,” Whiting said.

She challenged the grad-
uating class to keep up the 
motivation that got them to 
this point throughout all of 
their future ventures.

“You have been motivat-
ed throughout your high 
school career and you need 
to stay motivated,” Whiting 
said. “We can all struggle 
with motivation, worrying, 
contemplating or over-
thinking problems that will 
not actually solve the prob-
lem. Waiting around, hop-
ing something changes.

“Ignore the anxiety. Save 
the excuses. Disregard the 
fear. Push through all of 
these through motivated 
actions that will accom-
plish your goals,” she con-
tinued. “Establish a healthy 
mindset. Don’t waste time 
or focus on things out of 

your control. Focus on 
what truly matters: You. 
Your happiness, your goals, 
your life. You have the pow-
er to create a life, create a 
life that makes you proud. 
A life that makes you hap-

py.”
Following Whiting, the 

senior class chose a mem-
ber of the faculty at the 
high school to represent 
them and say a few works at 
graduation, a long-stand-

ing tradition at Le Roy. The 
2026 class picked history 
teacher Taylor Netchke for 
this honor.

“To say that I am hon-
ored to be selected as the 
graduation speaker today 
by the class of 2026 would 
genuinely be an under-
statement,” Netchke said. 
“These individuals not 
only bring pleasure to stu-
dents in my classroom, but 
were even more so a plea-
sure to get to know as hu-
man beings. So many times 
I’ve been in awe of their ac-
tions, and I hope today that 
I can offer back some inspi-
ration for the future.”

Netchke shared with the 
graduating seniors five ma-
jor life lessons that she tries 
to live by, in hopes that 
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By DAN FOLTS
dfolts@livingstonnews.com

CALEDONIA— Facul-
ty, staff, and parents came 
together at the Hamilton 
Sports Complex in Caledo-
nia on June 26 to celebrate 
the 68 graduates of the 
Caledonia-Mumford Cen-
tral School Class of 2026.

More than 25 scholar-
ships were awarded during 
the ceremony and attend-
ees heard speeches from 
valedictorian Julia Wasilco, 
salutatorian Jacob Wiley, 
and staff speaker Brittany 
Chapman.

In her speech, Wasilco 
asked her classmates to re-
member a baby’s first steps 
and the way that the child 
falls a lot. She suggested 
that life after high school 
will be similar.

“As much as it may seem 
that there’s an outside ex-
pectation to be flawless in 
everything you do and that 
failure must be avoided at 
all costs, the reality of the 
situation is that more often 
than not, especially in the 
position we are in, of just 
beginning our lives beyond 
high school, we’re actually 
expected to fail sometimes 
because just like that baby 
that takes two steps then 
tumbles back down, we’re 
still learning,” Wasilco said.

Nevertheless fear should 
not stop them.

“It’s really not about how 
many times you fall down, 
but that you keep getting 
up and trying,” Wasilco 
said.

This is where the con-
cept of “grit” comes in, she 
said.

“In simplest terms, grit is 
about doing the hard things 
and facing challenges even 
when it would be so much 

easier not to,” Wasilco said.
“No matter what your 

first steps into life after 
high school are, you will 
need to have some grit.”

She then cited Neil Arm-
strong, “a man with some 
very famous first steps,” 
who implored people to 
expect that some things 
would always go wrong.

“There’s going to be ob-
stacles thrown at you that 
you haven’t even thought 
about. Things won’t always 
be easy and there will be 
times that you just want to 
quit,” said Wasilco.

She told her classmates 
that they are capable of 
great things, as long as they 
don’t quit early, and laud-
ed their talent and perse-
verance.

“As much as I hope 
you all had a great time in 
school, I challenge you to 
make your life afterward 
better than that because 
there’s so much more out 
there. So strive for the best, 
make mistakes, and never 
let fear stop you,” Wasilco 
said.

Similarly, Wiley encour-
aged his classmates to 
“take chances and chase 
your dreams.”

“Don’t let fear of failure 
stop you from pursuing 
something that truly mat-
ters to you. Years from now, 
you don’t want to look back 
and wonder what might 
have happened if you had 
only taken the chance,” Wi-
ley said.

He posed the question 
“What should we do with 
the gift of life?”

To Wiley, each individ-
ual is going to have to an-
swer that question on their 
own.

‘Create a Life � at Makes You Proud, 
a Life � at Makes You Happy.’

Le Roy High School graduates 2026 class during Saturday ceremony

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
The Le Roy graduating class of 2026 tosses their caps in 
the air after the ceremony concludes.

Cal-Mum Grads Promote Grit and Taking Chances After High School

See LE ROY A5

CALEDONIA-MUMFORD CENTRAL SCHOOL PHOTO
Caledonia-Mumford Central School salutatorian Jacob 
Wiley delivers remarks during the 2026 graduation 
ceremony.See CAL-MUM A5

CALEDONIA-MUMFORD CENTRAL SCHOOL PHOTO
Members of the Class of 2026 at Caledonia-Mumford 
Central School toss their graduation caps skyward.
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SELL, TRADE & PLAY SPACE
8 Lake St. LeRoy, NY 14482 

(585) 356-7579
DIOSTREASURES.COM

VIDEO GAMES, CARDS, RPGS, 
COLLECTIBLES AND MORE!

Eclectic Treasures 
Visit

Us
Today!

Have an idea for the next question? Send your suggestions to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

? ?? ? ??

?

???

Previous question - “What’s your nickname and how did you earn it?”

Question from The Le Roy Weekend Gazette staff

ADAM S.

Zipper, because when I showed up to my first 
motorcycle club event with my zipper down. Its 

haunted me ever since.

STEPHEN T.

Been called wease since I was 14 my brother gave 
me the nickname because I was always getting out of 
trouble. I guess that would be wearing out of trouble

AMY P.

Pens and Pencils  
(people struggled with Panepento)

??

Besides the fireworks, what’s your favorite part of the 4th?

Looking to sponsor Question of the Week?  
Contact us at 1-585-343-8000 

Looking
Back

with Lynne

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

In commemoration of 
the United States’ 250th an-
niversary, and in memory 
of the men who fought in 
the Revolutionary War, six 
of Le Roy’s cemeteries will 
be marked with the names 
of the Revolutionary War 
veterans who are buried in 
those cemeteries. The cem-
eteries are indicated on the 
map. Some of these men 
have well documented ser-
vice. While others, unfortu-
nately, lack good verifica-
tion. Sometimes, the only 
notice is that the grave is 
marked with a DAR (Daugh-
ters of the American Rev-
olution) marker or a grave 
flag. Some names are on 
the Soldiers’ Monument on 
Trigon Park. It appears that 
only John Thwing Jr. has a 
descendent in the area. The 
signs at the cemeteries will 
remain in place throughout 
the summer. We owe our in-
dependence to these men, 
who were willing to die for 
the cause of freedom.

St. Mark’s Cemetery #8 
is located at the corner of 
Church Street and St. Mark’s 
Street in the Village of Le 
Roy. The cemetery is listed 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places in conjunc-
tion with St Mark’s Church. 
Hugh Murphy (1760 – 1826) 
was born in Ireland. He 
was drafted into the British 
Army. After his service for 
England, he came to Amer-
ica during the Revolution 
and joined the Continental 
Army. He was at the Battle of 
Bunker Hill and was wound-
ed in 1785. His marble stone 

is broken. He is buried next 
to his wife Eunice.

Machpelah Cemetery #5 
is located at 71 North Street 
in the Village of Le Roy and is 
listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places. Three 
Revolutionary War veterans 
John Ganson, John Thwing 
Jr., and Edmund Beach Jr. are 
buried in Machpelah. John 
Ganson (1750-1813) was 
the first pioneer settler in Le 
Roy and owned the Ganson 
Tavern. A historic marker is 
placed on site of the tavern 
on Route 5, east of the Vil-
lage of Le Roy. John Gan-
son was from Vermont and 
when he was twenty-five, he 
marched to Lexington and 
then fought at the Battle of 
Bunker Hill where he lost a 
gun finger. He served with 
several Continental units 
and was with the Clinton 
and Sullivan campaign in 
1779. When he first came to 
Western New York, he set-
tled on the east side of the 
Genesee River, just north 
of where Avon is today. A 
historic marker indicates 
the area where he built a 
small grist mill. In 1797, he 
acquired the log cabin of 
Charles Wilbur and opened 
an inn and tavern. It is be-
lieved that originally, he was 
buried in the Buell ceme-
tery, but his body was moved 
to Machpelah soon after it 
was open. John Thwing Jr. 
(1756-1836) was born in 
Mendon, Worcester County 
Massachusetts. He served as 
a Private in a Massachusetts 
Regiment. Candy Bower of 
Le Roy is a descendant. His 
military history is recorded 
in the DAR files. Edmund 
Beach Jr. (1758-1837) was 

born in Goshen, Vermont. 
Two weeks after the Battle 
of Lexington in 1775, when 
he was just sixteen, he en-
listed in the Connecticut 
Militia. Throughout the war 
he served with several units 
and was listed as a drum-
mer, which is the equivalent 
of the signal corps today. 
Usually, every commander 
was assigned a drummer to 
transfer orders or to convey 
the orders of the day. After 
the war, Beach returned to 
Hartford, Connecticut and 
in 1815, he and his family 
moved to Western New York. 
His daughter’s diary tells of 
the early years of their settle-
ment. Beach was a member 
of the Le Roy Presbyterian 
Church and the Congrega-
tionalist Church of Stafford.

Myrtle Street Cemetery 
#10 is one of seven aban-
doned cemeteries in the 
Town of Le Roy. It is locat-
ed across the street from 
the Second Baptist Church 
at 73 Myrtle Street, on the 
north side of the street. It 
was established as the Pres-
byterian Cemetery in 1811. 
Some records indicate there 
are four Revolutionary War 
veterans buried in this cem-
etery. Ithamar Coe (1755-
1826) was 21 when he enlist-
ed on September 23, 1776, 
and served in the 5th Com-
pany, Third

Regiment of the Hamp-
shire Militia. His father 
also fought in the war. Ac-
cording to his enlistment 
papers, Ithamar was de-
scribed as “standing five 
foot seven inches tall and 
with a light complexion.” 
He was stationed in Camp 
Orange in Tappan, Orange 
County, New York. He was 
discharged on December 7, 
1780, and eventually moved 
to Le Roy and was a member 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Little is known about Jere-
miah Hascall (1751-1838) 
Dr. Whitmer, a physician 
in Le Roy claimed to have 
an affidavit attesting to his 
participation in the Revo-
lutionary War although the 
whereabouts of the letter 
is unknown. His grave is 
marked with a metal DAR 
marker. Israel Herrick (1751-
1838) was born in Preston, 
Connecticut. Records in-
dicate that he might be in-
cluded in lineage books of 
the DAR. Captain Nathan 
Walden Jr. (1762-1855) en-
listed in Westfield, Massa-
chusetts. His grave is marked 
by a DAR plaque. As proof of 
his service, he was listed as 
receiving a pension in 1818. 
This year, the Myrtle Street 
Cemetery will be recognized 
by the Pomeroy Foundation 
as a Patriots Burial site. A 
large metal marker is be-
ing cast in Ohio and will be 
shipped to Le Roy in the next 
few weeks.

Van Allen Cemetery #13 
9538 Asbury Road is located 

on the west side of the road 
behind a former school-
house. Two Revolutionary 
War veterans are listed in 
this cemetery. Isaac Walker 
(1761-1845) served in the 
6th Massachusetts Regi-
ment under Captain Clay. 
His name appears on the list 
of pensioners of Genesee 
County. His grave is marked 
with a DAR marker. Teunis 
Smith (1760-1837) is be-
lieved to have served in the 
New York Militia. His grave 
is also marked with a DAR 
marker.

Jug City Cemetery #12 is 
located at 6899 East Beth-
any Road on the west side. 
It is located at the end of a 
long laneway from the road. 
Two men are listed as Rev-
olutionary War veterans. 
Isaac Bishop (1758-1846) is 
listed on the Soldier’s Mon-
ument on Trigon Park. Little 
is known about him. His de-
scendants have traced their 
lineage to this veteran which 
qualifies for membership 
in the Sons of the American 
Revolution. More research 
is needed about Patrick 
Taggart (1761-1853) whose 
grave is marked with a DAR 
marker.

Buell Cemetery #9 is lo-
cated on East Main Road 
near Limerock, on the 
north side of the road. It 
is the oldest cemetery in 

the Town of Le Roy. The 
first burial was in 1811. Asa 
Buell (1760-1827) was born 
in Killingworth, Connecti-
cut and was only 10 when 
his father died. When the 
war broke out, he enlisted 
in the Continental army for 
three years. When the war 
ended, he returned home 
and in December 1784, he 
married Mercy Porter in 
Haddam, Connecticut. They 
had nine children. He was 
commissioned a Captain 
in the state militia and was 
elected to the Connecticut 
state legislature in 1802. In 
1805, he drove a sleigh west 
and bought 22 acres near Le 
Roy. He then returned home 
and packed up his family 
and headed back to Le Roy 
in a cart pulled by two oxen. 
It took them about a month 
to return to Le Roy. Asa Buell 
was one of the first town su-
pervisors in Le Roy. His son, 
Asa Porter Buell was killed at 
the sortie of Fort Erie during 
the War of 1812. Buell Cem-
etery has also been recog-
nized by the Pomeroy Foun-
dation and soon will have a 
large plaque commemorat-
ing the burial of an Ameri-
can Patriot.

It is hard to imagine these 
men – these veterans of the 
war that secured liberty for 
us – as they returned home. 
They were young men who 
arrived home with no mon-
ey — — or a promise for the 
future. Some arrived home 
with just the shirts on their 
backs, and a worn-out blan-
ket. Some had to borrow 
money to pay debts. They 
received promissory notes 
instead of being paid. It 
would be several years be-
fore pension legislation was 
passed. It was not until 1818 
that congress passed the first 
pension legislation to com-

pensate the common sol-
dier. Enlisted men received 
$96 annually. Men who 
served in state militias were 
not eligible.

In 1820, Congress add-
ed a new requirement that 
pensioners had to reapply 
and prove financial need 
by providing a list of their 
possessions and explain-
ing why they could not sup-
port themselves. In 1832, 
Congress passed the first 
pension act that provided 
a yearly sum to every man 
who served more than six 
months or more. However, 
it was necessary to appear 
before a court of law and to 
prove beyond a reasonable 
doubt that he served in the 
war. Widows were eligible 
to receive pensions if they 
could provide proof of the 
marriage.

Joseph Plumb Martin, a 
Continental Army veteran, 
wrote some harsh words 
that perhaps resonates to-
day. “When the country 
had drained the last drop of 
service it could screw out of 
the poor soldiers, they were 
turned adrift like old worn 
out horses, and nothing said 
about land to pasture them 
upon.” There are no diaries 
or letters from the men who 
came to Le Roy. Some of 
their names are engraved 
on the monument on Tri-
gon Park. And other names 
are carved into the thin mar-
ble stones in the cemeter-
ies. Perhaps this is the year 
to volunteer to clean those 
weathered stones. And 
when you visit their grave 
sites, take a minute and say 
their names — — — out loud 
— — and thank them for 
pledging their lives for the 
freedom of future genera-
tions in the United States of 
America.

Le Roy’s 
Revolutionary War 

Veterans’ Final 
Resting Place

PHOTO PROVIDED: LYNNE BELLUSCIO 
St. Marks Cemetery in Le Roy with a new 
sign indicating that a Revolutionary War 
veteran is buried there.

PHOTO PROVIDED: LYNNE BELLUSCIO 
Jug City Cemetery in Le Roy with a sign 
indicating that Revolutionary War Veter-
ans are buried there.
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 651 East Main St., Batavia, NY 14020 • 343-7830
Visit our web site at: WillsCarpetOneBatavia.com

Voted #1 for Best Floor Coverings in the GLOW Region!
With over 110 years in business, we are your  

go-to specialists for all things flooring.  
From carpets to hardwood, tiles to vinyl,  

we have the superior inventory and  
top selections to meet your needs.

Our experienced team is here to help you find 
the perfect flooring solution.  Whether you 

prefer in-stock options or special orders, 
we’ve got you covered. Choose to take on your 

flooring project yourself or let our skilled 
technicians handle the installation for you.

Discover why generations of customers 
trust us for their flooring needs. 

Visit us today and step into quality and style!

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend reg-
ularly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist 
Church a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am 
and our Sunday worship service typically includes sing-

ing a mix of both traditional and contemporary songs 
and hymns, a children’s message, and a sermon from the 

Word of God. 
  

First Baptist Church of Le Roy
5 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am. 

  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
We welcome all to join us for Sunday service

every week at 10:00am.
The Thrift Shop is now open on Tuesdays from 

10:00am - noon, and Saturdays
from 9:00am – noon.

Donations may be brought to the church on Monday,
Wednesday, or Thursday 9:00am – noon.

 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy • (585) 768-8980

office@Le Royumcny.org • www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 
Living Waters Church

30 Main St., Le Roy  • (585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy • (585) 768-6543
ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org

Mass Times @ OLM:
Saturday Vigil 4:30pm

Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm
Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.

Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm

Weekday: 7:30am Thursday
Mass times may change in the near future.

YouTube Livestream:
youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams

 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

1 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

Extensive, thorough, and 
complete coverage of the 
2026 Le Roy Little League 
baseball 75th season, in 
both the pages of Batavia’s 
“The Daily News” and “The 
Le Roy Weekend Gazette.” 
Good.

Additionally, I make 
mention of the Batavia 
Youth League baseball in 
the age 10 and under cham-
pionship game, played 
on Saturday, 6/27/26 at 
MacArthur Park. In a close-
ly contested, exciting, and 
nearly-no-mistakes game, 
the Guardians prevailed 
over the Mets, 2-1, secur-
ing the league title for the 

Guardians. The Guardians 
and Mets had advanced to 
the winner-take-all final 
contest with victories over 
the Yankees and Reds.

Great conclusion to the 
2026 season of Batavia 
Youth League baseball! 
Congratulations too to 
Pat Fava in his first com-
plete season as ace of the 
league’s administrative 
staff, as well as to his on-
field team making the 
plays, getting the hits, and 
the outs, of a winning fran-
chise, the Board of Direc-
tors.

Donald Weyer
Batavia, NY

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Have a news item you’d like to see 
featured in the LWG?  

Email it to szerillo@batavianews.com

Happy 250th birthday 
to the greatest nation in 
the world. Try to take a 
step back and look at the 
positives this country of-
fers. People go through 
great lengths to try to 
get to the land of oppor-
tunity, and that it is. I’ve 
said it before, wouldn’t 
it be great if we focused 
more patriotism in the 
classrooms and homes. 
Unfortunately, we have 
also become the nation 
of entitled. So, enjoy the 
4th of July followed by 
the Oatkafest, count your 
blessings and have fun, 
because there is no better 

place to be than in LeRoy.
The Village has sus-

pended taking code en-
forcement complaints 
because of staffing for the 
time being. The Town su-
pervisor and I are looking 
for solutions, but for now 
our hands are tide. Short-
staffed is the theme for 
the summer, with the re-
cent retirements and va-
cations the DPW is work-
ing diligently to keep the 
grass mowed and flowers 
watered, last week with 
the help from other towns 
and villages they paved 
Summit St. and oil and 
stoned 11 other streets. 

Pretty impressive.
Now that school is out, 

I remind drivers about 
pedestrian traffic and 
the new electric bike and 
scooter craze has added 
to it, they are faster than 
regular bikes, please be 
extra careful. As for the 
parents,  PLEASE ex-
plain to your children the 
need for safety on these 
machines and to be re-
spectful of others while 
riding them. I am so old 
I remember when skate-
boards were the problem. 
I will give two quotes this 
week:

“If freedom of speech 
is taken away, then dumb 
and silent we may be led, 
like sheep to the slaugh-
ter.” — George Washing-
ton

“There are 7 days in a 
week and someday is not 
one of them” — Jackie 
Whiting 2026 commence-
ment speech.

STAY CONNECTED TO YOUR 
COMMUNITY 24/7/365

Honor the cherished memory of a 
loved one with a personal tribute.

Local News & Community • In Print & Online
585-250-0555 | www.thedailynewsonline.com/leroyweekendgazette

Place an obituary in The Le Roy Weekend Gazette starting at $75 for 5”. Each 
additional inch in depth will cost $15. Adding a standard size photo will cost 
$15. If you would like to run the obituary in either The Daily News or Livings-
ton County News in addition to The LWG, the obituary can be repeated at 50% 
of the original cost.

Newspapers offer a historical account of the communities they serve and we 
do not want to exclude anyone from our obituary page due to inability to pay. 
Therefore, a one-inch death notice that only lists the name, age, town, date of 
death and occupation of the deceased will be free of charge. The funeral home 
needs to note in their email that the obituary will be free. As such, the name of 
the Funeral Home will not be published in the free obituary.

The LWG allows Funeral Homes to publish a “partial” obituary. There is no charge 
for a partial as long as a complete obituary is forthcoming. If for any reason a full  
obituary is not published, The LWG will charge the minimum $75 obituary fee.

Call us for more information on deadlines and placement details.

Check out our store
to see what obituary
keepsakes we sell!

NewsKeepsake.com/Pages/Batavia-News

THELCN.COM

SSCCAAN N MEMESCAN ME

By BEN BEAGLE
ben@batavianews.com

LeRoyans looking to “live más” 
may not need to go far.

Indus Hospitality Group of Pen-
field has approached the town board 
with a plan to put a 40-seat Taco Bell 
restaurant with drive-thru and patio 
seating on a 16-acre property West 
Main Street Road at the town and vil-
lage border.

The property at 7185 West Main 
Street Rd. is mostly within the town, 
though a portion is in the village, 
according to documents from BME 
Associates of Rochester, the project 
engineer.

The restaurant would be on the 
town property, which is zoned C-2, or 
general commercial. The restaurant’s 
driveways and some of its 20 park-
ing spots are in the village portion of 
the property, which is zoned C-1, or 
neighborhood commercial.

A sketch plan for the project pro-
vided to town board by BME Associ-
ates shows all setbacks — front, side 
and rear — are within zoning require-
ments. The size of parking spaces and 
the parking buffer all met zoning re-
quirements under village code. Only 
lot coverage and maximum height 
were left to be determined.

The project as presented to the 
town board on June 25 does not ap-
pear to require any variances or spe-
cial use permits from the town or 
village, said Town Supervisor James 
Farnholz.

But Indus Hospitality Group would 
need to work with the village to con-
nect to an existing sewer line in the 
vicinity, he said.

“There is sewer out there. Bob 
Johnson, some homes and other 
properties are connected,” Farnholz 
said. “Indus would have to work with 
the village to see if it could get con-
nected.”

The property for the proposed 
restaurant is not yet owned by Indus, 
though the company has indicated 
that it does have an agreement to 
purchase the property if it chooses to 
move forward with the project. The 
property currently has a residence on 
the land that appears to be in use.

The sketch plan indicates that 
existing buildings on the property 
would be demolished. The restaurant 
would be new construction.

Board members did raise ques-

tions about federal designated wet-
lands that exist on the property, Farn-
holz said.

The wetlands are in the back of the 
property and not in the area of the 
proposed restaurant.

Farnholz said the restaurant is out-
side of the wetlands and buffer area 
and are “not expected to come into 
play.” The proposed restaurant and 
parking is well more than 100 feet 
from the wetlands area.

“Indus has already done phase one 
and two of the environmental assess-
ment, and the wetlands and buffers 
do not appear to be an issue,” Farn-
holz said.

The board also asked questions 
about the restaurant’s location along 
a busy Route 5 and its operating 
hours.

“Over the years there been issues 
with other properties exiting on 
Route 5,” Farnholz said.

BME Associates has already sub-
mitted a plan to the state Department 
of Transportation, Farnholz said.

The sketch plan uses an existing 
curb cut for a single entry/exit point 
for the proposed restaurant and 
eliminates two other access points 
being used now.

As for operating hours, Farnholz 
said the John Ott, the Indus represen-
tative, said hours are typically driven 
by the demographics of a given mar-

ket and whether there is a demand 
for late-night eats.

“It demands on where the restau-
rant is,” Farnholz said. “How late 
they’re open at night depends on the 
market. We’re not a big Door Dash 
market or a college campus, so I don’t 
see a late-night opening.”

Ott is vice president of develop-
ment of construction for Indus Hos-
pitality Group. He did not respond to 
emailed questions seeking addition-
al information on the project.

Farnholz said Indus indicated a 
that they’d like to start construction 
by spring 2027.

The next step for the company 
would be to submit plans, including 
a detailed site map to the Genesee 
County Planning Board for a recom-
mendation that would go to the Town 
Planning Board. The Town Planning 
Board would then share its recom-
mendation with the Town Board for a 
final approval.

Farnholz said the board did ask 
about payment in lieu of taxes, or PI-
LOT, agreements or other tax incen-
tives.

“They indicated to us that they 
do not seek pilots for any restaurant 
projects, that they pay full tax on 
those,” Farnholz said, and that they 
would not be seeking a PILOT or in-
centives from Genesee County Eco-
nomic Development Center for this 
project.

Indus specialized is hotel, Dunkin 
Donuts and Taco Bell franchises. 
Indus operates more than 80 such 
properties in Rochester, the Finger 
Lakes and Western New York, includ-
ing Taco Bells in Dansville, Wellsville, 
and Newark.

In Le Roy, Taco Bell would join ex-
isting fast food brands that include 
Burger King, Dunkin Donuts and 
Subway — all within sight of the pro-
posed Taco Bell — and McDonalds in 
the center of the village.

“This was not something we 
sought out. It’s a business that came 
to us,” Farnholz said. “But any new 
business provides employment and 
other opportunities. It’s something 
we would welcome.”

According to YUM! Brands, there 
are more than 8,250 Taco Bell restau-
rants operating in the United States. 
The closest Taco Bells to Le Roy are 
in Batavia, 11 miles west, and Gates, 
25 miles east; or Chili, about 25 miles 
east.

Taco Bell Proposed for Le Roy

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
A Taco Bell restaurant is being pro-
posed in Le Roy.
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Saturday, July 4
12 - 6pm

BCSD Foundation Picnic in 
the Park

Join us Saturday July, 4th 
12pm-6pm in Centennial Park 
for the BCSD Foundations Pic-
nic in the Park. Spread out your 
blanket, bring your family, and 
enjoy a fun day filled with: Live 
Music, Craft Vendors, Petting 

Zoo, and Old Fashioned 
Field Games. Pack a picnic or 
grab food from a vendor and 

Celebrate 250 years of America 
with us!

Centennial Park
20 Park Ave, Batavia

•
1:30pm

Songbirds: A Tribute to Fleet-
wood Mac - Live at Picnic in 

the Park
Join us for the anticipated 
return of Picnic in the Park 

presented by the Batavia City 
School District Foundation! 
This beloved event will take 
place in Centennial Park on 
July 4th - all ages welcome. 

The event runs from 12-6pm 
and we’ll be playing all your 

Fleetwood favorites starting at 
1:30pm!

Centennial Park
20 Park Ave, Batavia

•
Saturday, July 11

9am - 1pm
Junk in the Truck

Back by popular demand, our 
next Community Junk in the 

Trunk event. Changed the 
time to 9am -1pm. Setup will 
start at 8am. Share out to all 
your neighbors and friends.. 
DO NOT need to be just from 
Stafford. Last event people set 
up from LeRoy, Byron, Batavia 

and Caledonia. Remember 
“One persons Junk, can be one 

persons treasure”.
The “Original” Red Osier 

Landmark Restaurant
6492 Main Rd., Stafford 

•
10am

2026 Batavia Ramble Explore 
Art & Music Festival

The Batavia Ramble is a yearly 
family friendly Music & Arts 

festival located in downtown 
Batavia, NY held in Jackson 

Square and on Jackson Street. 
There will be multiple stage 

with live local music running 
all day and Art vendors up and 
down Jackson Street. Come for 

the food, stay for the music!
The Batavia Ramble

126 Jackson Street, Batavia
•

11am
Ricky Palermo Foundation 

Charity Dice Run
Get ready for an awesome day 
of riding, great people, prizes, 
and supporting an incredible 

cause throughout Western 
New York! 

Registration 10am - 10:45am. 
Kickstands up @ 11am. $20 
per rider, $10 per passenger. 

Starting location: Copperhead 
Creek - Batavia, NY. Whether 

you ride every weekend or just 
want to support a great local 
cause, we hope you’ll join us 
for a day filled with motorcy-
cles, community, and giving 

back. @rickypalermo
Come ride with us and help 

make a difference!
Genesee County  

Charity Riders
345 W. Main St., Batavia

•
Friday, July 17

3 - 6pm
Hope Center Sneak Peek 

Open House
If you were able to stop into 
56 Main St, in January, then 

you got a good idea as to what 
our new space looked like and 

what our vision was. Now, a 

lot of the renovation is done, 
and we would love to share it 
with you. As you’re out and 

about at the Oatkafest, please 
take a minute to stop in for a 

sneak peek of the renovations 
happening at the new Hope 

Center. Our official ribbon cut-
ting is slated for late summer!

Hope Center of Le Roy
56 Main St., Le Roy

•
12pm

27th Annual Alumni Banquet 
Graduates from the classes 
of 1950-1975 are invited to 

reunite for a luncheon, open 
to those Le Roy alumni and 

spouses of deceased alumni, 
catered by  Smokin’ Eagle 

restaurant. This is a very special 
opportunity to reconnect with 
former classmates and friends. 
Some of these folks may be see-
ing old friends for the first time 

since graduation. The cost is 
$35 per person, please contact 

Patty Stefani Iamon at:
(585) 245-2918 or paimon@

gmail.com
Our Lady of Mercy Hall

44 Lake St., Le Roy
• 

Sat-Sun, July 18-19
10am - 5pm both days
2026 Oatka Festival

Back again for year 36 and it’s 
going to be even better than 

ever!
Food, Music, Kids Activities, 

Vendors, Parade, and so much 
more!!! 

Free Entry for all
Knights of Columbus
15 W. Main St., Le Roy
(Behind Save-a-Lot)

•
Sunday, July 19

9am
The Ecumenical Oatka Festi-

val Worship Service
Join the Local Churches for an 
Ecumenical Worship Service 

in 
Trigon Park. We will be wor-

shiping under the main/music 
tent!

•
Wed - Sat, July 22-25

Starts 9am on July 22
Ends 1pm on July 25

Annual Tent Sale
The sale kicks off on Wednes-

day, July 22 with a special 
presale from 9 AM to 12 PM. 

Entry requires a $5 wristband 

per person aged 16 or older. 
The regular sale follows from 
12 PM to 4 PM. On Thursday, 
July 23, shop from 9 AM to 4 

PM and enjoy 25% off all items. 
The deals get even better on 
Friday, July 24, with 50% off 
all items from 9 AM to 4 PM. 

Don’t miss our final sale day on 
Saturday, July 25, from 9 AM to 
1 PM, where all items are 75% 

or a box for $10!
Crossroads House

11 Liberty St., Batavia
• 

Saturday, July 25
2pm

Our Space Book Club
Join us for our monthly Book 

Club gathering!
What we’re reading: The Wed-
ding People by Alison Espach 

This month we’ll enjoy another 
fun group activity while diving 
into casual discussion about 

the current book. A suggested 
donation of $5 at the door will 
cover the cost of supplies and 
a cup of coffee or Tracy’s Tea. 
All are welcome, whether you 
finished the book or just want 
to hang out, relax and make 
new friends! Be sure to book 

your space in Gymcatch so that 
we know you’ll be joining us:

https://gymcatch.com/
app/provider/7073/

events/9641880
Our Space Yoga & Wellness

58 Main St., Le Roy
•

Saturday, August 1
12:30pm - 5pm

Summer’s Best Day 
Vacation Bible School

Fun filled afternoon with Bible 
Lesson, Music, Games, Crafts, 

Sports, Refreshments and 
more! BBQ at 5:00 or the whole 

Family! Space is limited, reg-
ister today. Text Doris at (585) 
736-7698 or email dbarbeau@

rochester.rr.com
Faith Community Church

8418 E. Main Rd., Le Roy
•

Saturday, August 15
4pm

The Brian Meetup
The Inaugural Brian Meetup: 

Are you ready to make history? 
We are calling all Brians to 

join us for the first-ever Brian 
Meetup in downtown Batavia! 

If your name is pronounced 
Brian. We know that instant 

connection that happens every 
time we meet another Brian, 
and now it’s time to see if we 
can get 100+ Brians together 

for some good fun.
Eli Fish Brewing Co.
111 Main St., Batavia

•
Sat-Sun, Sept. 5-6

Starting 2pm on Sept. 5
Ending 9pm on Sept. 6

2026 Wings Over Batavia Air 
Show

We’re thrilled to share that the 
show will be back September 5 
& 6 to light up the night above 

Batavia Airport!
Wings Over Batavia has 

become the area’s can’t-miss 
event of the summer, always 

featuring world-class perform-
ers putting on breathtaking 
displays. The performances 
begin in the late afternoon 

and continue into the evening, 
concluding with our iconic 
pyromusical. And with this 

year being the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States, we’ll 

be taking our show to historical 
heights to celebrate!

Tickets are on sale now! Check 
out our website to get yours 

today! https://wingsoverbata-
via.com/tickets/

Genesee County Airport
4701 E. Saile Dr., Batavia

_________________

ONGOING:
•

Mondays
6 - 10pm

Modern Monday
$10 entry (includes 1 booster 

pack of current set)
Weekly event:

Sign-ups begin at 5:00 pm
Round 1 begins promptly at 

6 pm
Players entering after 6 pm will 

receive a round 1 loss
Format: Modern Constructed. 

3 rounds
Prizes: Go 3-0 and get $15 in 

Store Credit!
Go 2-1 and get $5 in Store 

Credit!
Additional prizes will be 

awarded based upon 1st, 2nd, 
3rd place running leader board 
for this event and set. Final day 

will be last Monday prior to 
pre-release of the next set.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy

•
Tuesdays

6 - 8pm
Weekly Flesh & Blood Ar-

mory
We would love to offer the 

community FaB at our play 
space. We are open to hosting 

whatever people are interested 
in playing! Bring a friend or 

group on out and enjoy your-
selves! Top 6 prizes.

Dio’s Eclectic Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

•
Thursdays

5 - 8pm
From May 21st 

to September 10th
Cruisin’ at the Corral

Come Showcase Your Pride 
& Joy! ... and relax with the 

Cruiser fellowship of Cruisin’ 
at the Corral Join us for one 

of Western New York’s finest 
displays of classic cars, trucks 
& motorcycles! FUN FOR ALL 
!!! Old Cars • New Cars • Sports 

Cars • Muscle Cars Trucks • 
Motorcycles • Specialty Cars 

INFO: - Some come early, 
some stay late! - Most vehicles 
arrive between 5:15-5:45pm 

- This is a relaxed event of 
Cruiser fellowship. - Please 
wait for an attendant to be 

present before parking in the 
field. - Join us in the stage area 

around 6:30pm
Charcoal Corral & 

Silver Lake Twin Drive-In
7037 Chapman Ave., 

Perry NY
•

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering

People are welcome to come 
(in pairs or groups) anytime 
during our business hours 
(1-7pm) and play free play. 

Sign up for the event through 
the WPN event link website. 

People are welcome to do this 
any day (Mon-Sun) between 

1-7pm. D&D, Pokémon, 
YuGiOh, or any other family 
friendly game play also wel-
comed in our game room! 

Contact us via call or text if you 
have any questions

(585) 356-7579
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy

1. MOVIES: Who was the only 
actress to appear in the 1961 and 2021 
film versions of “West Side Story”?

2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
Which month of the year has the most 
letters in its name?

3. SCIENCE: What protects the 
Earth from solar winds?

4. TELEVISION: What is the name 
of the bar in “It’s Always Sunny in 
Philadelphia”?

5. U.S. STATES: Which state is 
home to the first Ben & Jerry’s ice 
cream shop?

6. LITERATURE: What are the 
names of the two brothers in the “Har-
dy Boys” novel series?

7. LANGUAGE: What is a polyglot?
8. FOOD & DRINK: Which herb is 

most often used in traditional pesto?
9. ANATOMY: Membranes called 

pleurae cover the surface of which 
human organs?

10. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capi-
tal of South Korea?

Answers
1. Rita Moreno.
2. September.
3. The magnetosphere, an invisible 

magnetic bubble generated inside the 
Earth.

4. Paddy’s Pub.
5. Vermont.
6. Frank and Joe.
7. A person who speaks several lan-

guages.
8. Basil.
9. The lungs.
10. Seoul.
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Coaches – We Want Your Game Recaps!
Had a big win? Standout performance? Milestone moment?

Send your game recaps, stats, and
photos directly to our Sports Department at

SZerillo@BataviaNews.com for publication consideration.

Be sure to include:
•Final score  •Complete player stats
•Highlights of the game •Your name and contact information

Help us highlight your athletes and celebrate local sports in our community!
Email: SZerillo@BataviaNews.com

WOODWARD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

7 Wolcott Street, LeRoy, NY 14482
585-768-8300

Mon-Thurs 10-8, Fri 10-5, Sat 10-2 
Come & see what’s happening at the library! 

www.WoodwardMemorialLibrary.org

Discover, Learn & Connect @

Explore our diverse programs for all
ages and find your next favorite activity!

some of these life lessons reso-
nate with them as well.

These five life lessons included 
always giving 110 percent effort, 
listen to others with a purpose 
and to understand, leave every 
place better than you found it, be 
the change you want to see in the 
world, and to always have faith in 
yourself.

“After hearing my life les-
sons, you may be thinking, Mrs. 
Netchke, these ideas all sound 
lovely, but you’re too optimistic,” 
Netchke said. “People aren’t go-
ing to follow all of these ideas all 
the time. You would be right, and 
frankly, my husband would agree 
with you as well. But you know 
what? I have already seen people 
within this class practice what I 
am teaching on a consistent ba-
sis.

“I have witnessed students ac-
tively listen to each other with the 
purpose of trying to understand 
where the other person is com-
ing from and not just as part of 
the school assignment. Students 
from different backgrounds will-
ingly stay after school to learn 
about people from other cultures 
and religions and programs that 
were all created by amazing, self-
less students. I have seen stu-
dents consciously pick up their 
classmate’s trash, not because 
they were told to, but because 
they care about others and their 
school environment. I have seen 
students care so passionately 
and selflessly about topics that 
no longer concern them, but they 
have started petitions to bring 
about attention and change. 
Students who, like Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, inspire other people 
to follow in their footsteps and to 
speak out. And all of this gives me 
faith.”

Also during the ceremony, 
the seniors got an opportunity 
to bring a red rose to a parent or 
member of their family, all while 
Skylar Nole performed the Fleet-
wood Mac song “Landslide.”

The student-led performances 
were far from over, as the senior 
high chorus and band came to-
gether to perform a rendition of 
Green Day’s “Time of Your Life.”

Two students also got an op-
portunity to speak during grad-
uation, Jagger Smith and Elise 
Fisher.

Smith spoke on how it’s com-
mon to fear change in life, but 
challenged his peers to make the 
most of that change.

“Eventually, we will all change, 

and for the class of 2026, our 
eventually starts today,” Smith 
said. “Every single one of us on 
the stage will be stepping into a 
brand-new environment. Wheth-
er it’s going off to college, joining 
the workforce, or joining the mil-
itary, all of our lives will be differ-
ent. It is up to us to make the most 
of the upcoming change.”

Fisher used the changing of 
seasons between spring, sum-
mer, fall and winter to speak on 
the many different seasons of life 
each graduating senior has expe-
rienced, and how that has helped 
each person grow into the person 
they are today.

“Each season will serve the 
necessary purpose in support-
ing the plant’s life and maximiz-
ing crop field. Just like crops, we 
too experience seasons in our 

life,” Fisher said. “Seasons of rest 
during summer break or holidays 
when we spend time with family 
and friends. Seasons of prepara-
tion while studying for the SAT 
or college applications. Seasons 
of disappointment when we fell 
short of a goal. Seasons of growth 
when you learn a new skill or how 
to navigate a friendship. The sea-
sons of celebration for days of 
today when all of hard work and 
dedication have paid off and we 
get to walk across the stage.

“Each season was a central 
part of us as individuals, we rec-
ognize our strengths and weak-
nesses and uncovered passions 
and dislikes,” she continued. 
“Just as seasons shape who we 
are, the individual communities 
we built here, whether in sports, 
band, the arts, musical or clubs, 

contribute to what we come. 
Each one of them gave a sense of 
home in our respective spaces.”

In closing, Fisher asked all of 
her peers to embrace all the fu-
ture seasons they will have in 
life, and do so with joy and con-
fidence.

“In all things, do them with 
joy. Each season may not be the 
best one, but it’s essential for 
your growth,” Fisher said. “So, 
as we leave here today, may we 
embrace every season that lies 
ahead, whether it brings growth, 
challenge, rest or harvest. And 
wherever life plants us, may we 
have the courage to bloom.”

The seniors then lined up for 
the biggest moment of the day, 
with Athletic Director Jamie 
Clark reading the names of each 
graduate and Principal Kopp 

handing each student their di-
ploma.

The ceremony was ended by 
closing remarks from Superin-
tendent Merritt Holly. He ex-
pressed that while he was more 
than happy to see all the success 
the class of 2026 experienced 
during their time at Le Roy, he 
was most proud of how each of 
them handled times of disap-
pointment.

“This may sound a little unusu-
al for a graduation ceremony, but 
I hope that during your time here 
at Le Roy school that you expe-
rienced some disappointment,” 
Holly said. “I hope there was a 
time when you didn’t meet your 
goal, you didn’t set for yourself, 
that you did earn a grade that you 
were hoping for, that you didn’t 
perform the way you wanted to 
on the athletic field, in a concert, 
on stage or in the classroom.

“So why am I wishing for you 
to have some sort of disappoint-
ment here? The answer is simple. 
These moments often become 
our greatest teachers. Success 
is rewarding. I see that from you 
guys when you have that success. 
But setbacks build resilience. 
They teach us humility, perse-
verance and determination. They 
remind us that growth doesn’t 
happen when everything goes 
according to plan.”

While the road ahead isn’t al-
ways going to be easy, Holly re-
minded the graduating seniors 
that perseverance is key, and that 
they are never walking that path 
alone.

“Life’s going to place the brick 
walls in front of you,” Holly said. 
“They aren’t there to stop you, 
they’re there to ask you one sim-
ple question: How badly do you 
want it? Every obstacle is an op-
portunity to demonstrate your 
commitment, your character and 
your perseverance.

“It won’t be easy. There’s go-
ing to be moments when the 
road ahead seems uncertain. 
But remember this. You’re never 
walking alone. Today, you be-
come part of a lifelong family. A 
family of Le Roy graduates whose 
influence reaches communities, 
it reaches in professions, and it 
lives across this country, around 
the world. No matter where life 
takes you, this community will 
always be part of your story.”

Holly ended off by emphasiz-
ing that the graduating seniors 
are forever a part of the Le Roy 
community.

“Here in Le Roy, we believe in 
one simple truth: Once an Oat-
kan Knight, always an Oatkan 
Knight.”

CALEDONIA-MUMFORD CENTRAL SCHOOL PHOTO
Caledonia-Mumford Central School Superintendent Dr. 
Rebekah Chenaille opens the 2026 graduation ceremony.

CALEDONIA-MUMFORD CENTRAL SCHOOL PHOTO
A Caledonia-Mumford Central School graduate re-
ceives his award on his way to picking up his diploma 
during the June 26 ceremony.

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
The Le Roy graduating class turns their cap tassels from right to left to symbolize having officially 
graduated from high school.

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Le Roy graduating senior Chloe Moran receives 
her diploma.

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Le Roy graduating senior Carter Fix receives his 
diploma.

Le Roy
From A1

“Graduation marks a 
moment when we begin 
answering that question for 
ourselves. It doesn’t mean 
you need to have your en-
tire life planned out, and 
your answer may change 
over time. What matters is 
that you keep searching for 
it,” Wiley said.

It’s the searching, and a 
belief in oneself, that mat-
ters most.

“Success stories often 
begin with someone who 
believed in a possibility 
before anyone else did. I 
encourage you to be that 
person — the one who is 
not afraid of failure, but in-

spired by the possibility of 
success,” said Wiley.

He told his fellow grad-
uates that they had already 
taken risks, by doing things 
like joining a new sport, en-
rolling in a difficult class, or 
making a new friend.

“Those moments helped 
shape who we are today. 
They challenged us, taught 
us valuable lessons, and 
helped us grow into better 
versions of ourselves,” Wi-
ley said.

The most memorable 
moments in life often come 
from the chances we take, 
he told the crowd.

“As we leave here today, 
we step into a world full of 
possibilities and potential,” 
said Wiley, “if we’re willing 
to seize them.”

Cal-Mum
From A1

CALEDONIA-MUMFORD CENTRAL SCHOOL PHOTO
Members of the Class of 2026 at Caledonia-Mumford 
Central School show of their decorated graduation 
caps.

CALEDONIA-MUMFORD CENTRAL SCHOOL PHOTO
Caledonia-Mumford Central School Class of 2026 
valedictorian Julia Wasilco addresses her classmates 
during the June 26 graduation ceremony.
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RAHAITZ.COM
128 Cedar St. Batavia, NY • 585-343-2400 / 585-356-4300

“IT’S WHAT
WE DO”

We areWe are
ready anytime!ready anytime!
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RIVALS SPORTS INSIDER

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

LE ROY — Le Roy High 
School hosted its annual 
College Bound Athlete Cel-
ebration on Thursday night, 
with five Oatkan Knights 
honored after committing to 
continue playing sports after 
graduation.

Le Roy Athletic Director 
Jamie Clark gave the opening 
remarks at the event, urging 
all the athletes in attendance 
to be good teammates, not 
just on the field, but in every 
aspect of life.

“College is not easy all the 
time,” Clark said. “You’ve got 
to build yourself up men-
tally to fight through those 
difficult times, lean into 
those difficulties, because 
you all have the skills to fight 
through those. You wouldn’t 
be going to the next level, 
you wouldn’t be doing the 
things that you’re doing, if 
you didn’t possess those 
skills already.

“So, when those diffi-
cult times come, remember 
the successes that you’ve 
had and lean into those 
challenges,” he continued. 
“Overcome those challeng-
es with the skills that you’ve 
developed. Continue to 
refine those skills. Be good 
teammates. Not just in your 
athletic pursuits, but in ev-
erything you do. All of the re-
lationships that you’re going 
to develop in college, friend-

ships, the relationships with 
your professors, your teach-
ers. Be good teammates.”

The first athlete honored 
was Liam Grayson, a mem-
ber of the Byron-Bergen/Le 
Roy swimming and diving 
team who was a big contrib-
utor to the team winning the 
Section V Class C title this 
year. With his high school ca-
reer now over, he will be tak-
ing his talents to Division III 
Nazareth University.

Grayson’s swim coach, 
Sara Stockwell spoke on his 
passion for the sport and ea-
gerness to see himself and 
his teammates do well.

“He’s really just so ad-
equate about swimming 
and his teammates, and it 
doesn’t matter what race it is. 
Liam is into it, and he wants 
to win, and he wants every-
one to succeed. He wants 
everyone to get their best 
times, and like, that’s just 
like the core stuff that you 
want your kids to learn from 
sports,” Stockwell said.

As for what led him to 
choose the program at Naz-
areth, Grayson highlighted 
that the great coaches and 
academics offered will put 
him in the best position to 
succeed.

“Coach R.C. (Weston), he 
reached out to me kind of 
late in the college process. 
I wasn’t even really think-
ing about Nazareth, and 
he reached out to me and 
convinced me to get out 

there for an overnight visit,” 
Grayson said. “I went to a 
couple practices, I got along 
really well with the team and 
coach, and I thought it was 
just the type of atmosphere 
that I want to be in for the 
next four years. To be able to 
thrive as a student and ath-
lete is something that I was 
focusing on choosing, and I 
thought (Nazareth) was the 
right place.”

Next up was Noah 
Kaczanowski, who was this 
year’s Livingston County 
Boys Soccer Division I Player 
of the Year after leading the 
Rivals team to a Class B final 
appearance and scoring 25 
total goals (fifth-most in all 
of Section V). He announced 
his commitment to play Di-
vision II soccer at Roberts 
Wesleyan University.

Rivals soccer coach Rich-
ard Hammer gave the intro-
duction, speaking about the 
leadership and pivotal role 
that Kaczanowski played in 
what was a truly historical 
season for the boys’ soccer 
team, as the program made 
its first-ever finals appear-
ance this year.

“When the pressure was 
on, he was at his best,” Ham-
mer said. “He was really the 
heart in many ways of this 
year’s team. His humility, 
sportsmanship, and natural 
leadership made him a plea-
sure to coach. And I’m so 
proud of the young man that 
he’s become.”

Like Grayson, Kaczanows-
ki focused on the combina-
tion of a great athletic pro-
gram and great academics 
on why he chose to attend 
Roberts Wesleyan.

“The academics were 
what I was looking for, and 
then just the soccer. I loved 
everything about it. I have 
my roommates as well that 
I grew up playing with, and 
their local Rochester kids. It’s 
just a great fit,” Kaczanowski 
said.

When moving on to 
the next level of play, 
Kaczanowski said the team 
mentality fostered under 
coach Hammer and during 
his time playing at Le Roy 
will continue to stay with 
him.

“You’re not bigger than 
anybody else on the team,” 
Kaczanowski said. “It’s like, 
you can’t think of yourself 
highly. You know who’s on 
the team, even if you’re an 
upperclassman, a senior, 
and you got a sophomore on 
the team, you’re all the same 
people. We’re all fighting for 
the same thing.”

Rivals soccer teammate 
Jack Currin, who was a Sec-
tion V Class B All-Tourna-
ment team selection and 
LCAA All-Star this year, was 
also highlighted at the event, 
as he, too, will be playing 
soccer at the collegiate level 
for Division III Keuka Col-
lege.

Hammer also gave an 
introduction for Currin, 
who advised Keuka College 
men’s soccer coach Jordan 
Sullivan that Currin was one 
of the best players in all of 
Section V.

“Coach Sullivan is re-
vamping the program; he’s 
looking to bring in top ath-
letes so they can compete in 
that tough Empire 8 (Con-
ference),” Hammer said. “It’s 
challenging place to com-
pete, and so, he was looking 
for the top athletes in Section 
V and he found that with our 

three-year captain, four-year 
varsity player Jack Currin.”

When discussing what he 
is looking forward to most, 
Currin looked at the oppor-
tunity to play under Sullivan 
as very exciting for him.

“I’m just excited to be 
around the guys,” Currin 
said. “It’s a great environ-
ment there, and I’m really 
excited about being with the 
coach. Jordan Sullivan is one 
of the best coaches in the na-
tion. He’s the youngest coach 
to win a professional title in 
the entire US History, which 
is just an exciting achieve-
ment, and I’m just glad to be 
a part of something like that.”

Highly decorated Le Roy 
volleyball veteran Chloe 
Moran, who is a three-time 
sectional champion and 
LCAA All-Star this season, 
announced her plans to join 
the team at Monroe Com-
munity College.

Le Roy volleyball head 
coach Sue Staba gave the 
introduction for Moran, 
highlighting the constant 
energy she brought and the 
never-ending support she 
gave her teammates.

“Chloe is, she puts her 
entire heart and energy into 
every point of every game,” 
Staba said. “You can feel her 
emotions out there. You can 
see it, you can feel it. She 
brings energy to the team 
and helps people, picks up 
the rest of the team if they’re 
down.”

As for what she is looking 
forward to most, Moran is 
eager to jump right into com-
peting against the tougher 
competition that comes with 
playing at the collegiate lev-
el.

“I’m looking forward to 
playing at a higher division 
and playing with that more 
competitive level and just 
being higher up in general. 
Like, I’m really looking for-
ward to just moving to the 
next level and the competi-
tion,” Moran said.

After all the success she 
saw as a part of the Le Roy 
volleyball team, Moran is 
confident that her champi-
onship experience will con-
tinue to motivate her once 
she gets to MCC.

“Something I’m going to 
take with me is definitely the 
idea of having that team dy-
namic of ‘Let’s just be a fam-
ily,’” Moran said. “Another 
thing I’m going to bring obvi-
ously is all the sectional wins, 
because having that in the 
back of my head just reminds 
me, like, you can do it. And 
I think just in general that 
was such a big achievement. 
So, it’s definitely something 
that’s going to help me and 
motivate me throughout my 
college career.”

Last but certainly not least 
was Dawson Wojtaszczyk, 
who, after an illustrious ca-
reer with Le Roy that culmi-
nated in making an appear-
ance at the NYSPHSAA state 
championship meet this 
year, is moving on to the pro-
gram at Division III Alfred 
State.

Le Roy wrestling head 
coach Zac Condidorio gave 
the introduction, noting 
that he knew right away Wo-
jtaszczyk was going to be-
come an incredible wrestler.

“I got to know Dawson 
at a very young age, and as 
I would go down into the 
youth wrestling room, I 
could tell immediately that 
he was going to be a phe-
nomenal wrestler and a great 
person,” Condidorio said. 
“His parents did a great job, 
and I’m so pleased that I’ve 
got to know their family. 
Dawson, I wish you the best 
of luck moving forward as a 
wrestler at my alma mater, 
Alfred State. I look forward to 
coming down and watching 
you wrestle.”

Wojtaszczyk mentioned 
that a strong work ethic was 
instilled during his time at Le 
Roy and will carry on once he 
gets to Alfred State.

“I’ll carry on my hard 
work; hard work is always 
key. You won’t get anywhere 
without hard work. Just al-
ways putting in the work to 
do the best you can,” Wo-
jtaszczyk said. “I’m going to 
obviously try to be an NCAA 
All-American. It’s a goal 
and maybe even a champi-
on. Would be amazing to be 
there.”

Le Roy seniors Grayson, Kaczanowski, Currin, Moran, 
Wojtaszczyk Commit to Play Sports at Collegiate Level
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Pictured left to right is Chloe Moran, Liam Grayson, Dawson Wojtaszczyk, Jack Currin and Noah Kaczanowski.


