
By SAMUEL ZERILLO
Associate Editor for
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

Friends, family and one of 
GLOW region’s best parades.

� e much-anticipated 2025 
celebration of the Le Roy Oat-
ka Festival will be taking place 
Saturday and Sunday.

Before the festival begins, 
the weekend’s events will kick 
o�  6 p.m. Friday with the fes-
tival’s � rst ever bike parade. 
Anybody interested in partic-
ipating is welcome to arrive 
at Stanley Place — where the 
event will commence — with 
their decorated bikes, scoot-
ers, strollers, and wagons. � e 
parade will process down Wol-
cott Street and conclude over 
at Trigon Park.

� e event is sponsored by 
the Le Roy Police Department, 
and local o�  cers will be pres-
ent to perform helmet safety 
checks. Food will be available 
to purchase after the parade 
from Rob’s Kabobs and the Ice 
Cream and Chill Truck.

� e annual Oatka Fest pa-
rade will take place 11 a.m. 
Saturday to officially begin 
the festival. The procession 
will begin at Lent Avenue and 
go all the way east along Main 
Street to Trigon Park.

Main Street will be closed 

for the parade, and parking 
for the event will be available 
at the following locations: Mill 
Street parking lot at 10 Mill St; 
behind the Le Roy McDon-
ald’s on 67 Main St; and the 
Le Roy Tops Friendly Market 
Parking Lot.

A total of 70 craft/goods 
vendors and 14 food vendors 
will be at the event. � e list of 
all vendors and a map of their 
location can be seen on page 
A4. � e festival will be open 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Satur-
day and Sunday.

� ere will be live music at 
the event, including the fol-
lowing bands/performers:

Saturday:
■ Old Hat from noon to 

2 p.m. on the main stage.
■ Damn the Flood from 

1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the gaze-
bo.

■ David Knaudt from 2 to 
3 p.m. at the school sign.

■ Blues Circle from 3 to 
5 p.m. at the main stage.

■ Warren Paul from 3:30 to 
5 p.m. at the gazebo.

Sunday:
■ Knight N Gals/Swinging 

Knights from 11 a.m. to noon 
at the main stage.

■ Hawkins & Casper from 1 
to 2 p.m. at the gazebo.

■ North of Forty from 1 to 

2:45 p.m. at the main stage.
■ Kara Fink from noon to 

1 p.m. at the school sign.
■ Batavia Swing Band from 

3:15 to 5 p.m. at the main stage.
■ Trent Yule from 2 to 3 p.m. 

at the school sign.
■ 2Young 2B Old from 3 to 

5 p.m. at the gazebo.
Free kids events available 

during the festival will include 
inflatable obstacle courses, 
mini golf, a rock wall, foot-
ball blitz, buzzer beater, Mr. 
Scribbles, a free play area, face 
painting, balloon animals, and 
hair tinsel (Sunday only).

Some other events happen-
ing around the festival include 
a vendor fair at the Historic 
Jell-O Factory that is being 
hosted by owner Earl Funder-
burk and his company Oatka 
Distillers. � e vendor fair will 
be open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
in the factory and will feature a 
yard sale-style setup.

� e Oatka Creek Children’s 
Fishing Derby hosted by the Le 
Roy Business Council will be 
running from 8 a.m. to noon 
on Sunday during the festival. 
� e event is free and open to 
all kids who want to partici-
pate.

� ere will also be a Oatka 
Festival Car Cruise on Sun-
day from 11 a.m. 3 p.m. along 
Wolcott Street, which will give 
local classic car owners an 
opportunity to show o�  their 
vehicles during the festival. 
Anyone interested in partic-
ipating should enter Wolcott 
Street from Route 19 before 
10:30 a.m. and line up their 
cars on the creek side of the 
street.

For more information 
about the event, visit the Oat-
ka Festival Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/oatkaf-
est.
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Lawn Maintenance • Custom Landscapes • Walkways

Retaining Walls • Patios • Ponds
Authorized Unilock & Versalock Contractor

24 Hour Snowplowing • Shoveling • Salting
John Morrill - Owner
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www.bubbaslandscape.net

81 Lake Street LeRoy, NY 14482
info@bubbaslandscape.net

We’ve Been Creating Beautiful 
Landscapes Since 1994
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Little League
9/10 defeats Wellsville, 
becomes District 2 winners
Page A8

Naturalization
GCV&M hosts naturalization 
ceremony on 4th of July
Page A2

Oatka 
Festival 

2025
MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS

A photo from last year’s Oatka Festival Parade.

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Le Roy Boy Scout Troop 6021 during the 2015 Oatka 
Festival Parade.
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Gregory “Porp” Rogers
NY Licensed R. E. Broker

585.314.3786
porprogers63@gmail.com

EmpireRealtyROC.com
7133 West Main Road, 

Le Roy, NY 14482

WOODWARD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

7 Wolcott Street 
LeRoy, NY 14482

585-768-8300
Mon-Thurs 10-8, Fri 10-5, Sat 10-2 

Come & see what’s 
happening at the library! www.woodwardmemoriallibrary.org

Discover, Learn & Connect @

Explore our diverse 
programs for all ages 
and find your next 
favorite activity!

By SAMUEL ZERILLO AND 
JOSEPH DEBELL
news@batavianews.com

MUMFORD — They’ve 
waited for years. And on 
Friday, a big part of their 
American dream came 
true.

At 11 a.m. on Friday, 
July 4, the Genesee Coun-
try Village & Museum in 
Mumford hosted a natural-
ization ceremony to honor 
local immigrants who have 
earned their full citizen-
ship.

A total of 29 people 
earned their citizenship at 
Friday’s ceremony, com-
ing from all corners of the 
globe.

Federal Judge Frank 
Geraci Jr. conducted the 
ceremony, offering open-
ing remarks and adminis-
tering the oath of citizen-
ship to all 29 participants.

The participants orig-
inated from 23 different 
countries, including Cana-
da, Mexico, North Macedo-
nia, Trinidad and Tobago, 
The Dominican Republic, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
and Yemen.

They said the oath of 
citizenship together as a 
group and were then each 
individually invited up to 
the stage and given a certif-
icate of citizenship as well 
a photo opportunity. Par-
ticipants were also asked to 
give a word from their na-
tive language that would be 

said to the crowd.
For participant Ryan Pri-

mus from Trinidad and To-
bago, this moment meant 
everything to him.

“Where I came from, its 
so many hurdles you have 
to jump over,” Primus said. 
“It’s just a lot to go through, 
and when you finally get to 
this, the end of it, it’s like 
a relief, you know? It’s like 
the world off your shoul-
ders man. I’m free right 
now.”

The moment that Primus 
took the oath and received 
his certificate of citizen-
ship is something that he 
will never forget.

“Forget butterflies, there 
was birds in there,” Primus 
said regarding how he felt 
during that moment. “It 
was crazy, it’s unexplain-
able... it was everything 
man, and I really appreci-
ate it.”

Primus was one of many 
who got to have that same 
feeling on Friday, as all 29 
participants were seen cel-
ebrating with family during 
and after the ceremony. It 
was truly a feel-good mo-
ment for everyone in atten-
dance.

Reciting the final words 
of the oath of allegiance, 
Yessica Selene Chavez Aya-
la began to cry.

Her journey had taken 
sacrifice, fear and a lifetime 
of work.

“I’ve been waiting so 
many years for this oppor-
tunity,” Chavez Ayala said, 

wiping her eyes. “I remem-
bered every sacrifice my 
parents made. They left 
everything behind so my 
sisters and I could have a 
future.”

The event was an emo-
tional one for those who 
have long called America 
home — but until now, had 
not held its citizenship.

“It’s a totally different 
feeling, and that’s some-
thing I can’t explain,” said 
Gamal Abdulrub, a native 
of Yemen who now lives in 
Rochester. “This is some-

thing big for me. I’ve been 
looking forward to this for 
seven years.”

Abdulrub, who is cur-
rently a student in Roch-
ester, came to the United 
States seeking freedom. He 
said he was left speechless 
the moment he was sworn 
in.

For Chavez Ayala, who 
was born in Mexico, the 
day was the culmination 
of a long and difficult road. 
A civilian employee of the 
Rochester Police Depart-
ment with plans to become 
a police officer, she came 
to the U.S. with her parents 
as a baby and lived most 
of her life here under the 
Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals program.

“I was formerly a Dream-
er, then a DACA student, 
and eventually I was eli-
gible to become a United 
States citizen,” she said. 
“It’s been a long process.”

Growing up, Chavez Aya-
la was afraid to speak about 
her immigration status.

“I was afraid that expos-
ing myself was going to 
cause issues for myself and 
my family,” she said.

Before the ceremony be-

gan, the crowd of about 100 
surprised Geraci by spon-
taneously singing the na-
tional anthem — a moment 
he had planned to initiate 
using his phone.

Presiding over the cere-
mony, Geraci spoke about 
his own ancestors’ jour-
neys from Ireland and Italy, 
and about the civic respon-
sibility that comes with cit-
izenship. He emphasized 
that citizenship is both a 
privilege and a responsi-
bility, encouraging the new 
Americans to vote, serve on 
juries and become active 
members of their commu-
nities.

“You represent what 
America is all about,” Gera-
ci told the new citizens. 
“The ethnic and cultural 
diversity that makes up 
America gives it a unique 
richness.”

Chavez Ayala agreed.
“This is where I’ve al-

ways known as the land of 
the free,” she said. “If you 
work hard enough, your 
dreams can come true.”

Genesee Country Village & Museum 
Hosts Naturalization Ceremony on the 4th of July

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
A group photo shows all 29 people who participated in Friday’s naturalization ceremony.

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Ryan Primus receives his certificate of citizenship after taking the oath.

Residential/Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

8040 Telephone Rd.,
LeRoy, NY

www.OlSmokeyTrucking.com

Gravel Driveways • Land Cleaning • Utilities
Excavation • Bulk Material Delivery or Pick Up

Snowplowing • Retaining Walls • Drainage

JOSEPH DEBELL/LIVINGSTON COUNTY NEWS
Gamal Abdulrub stands next to Judge Frank P. Geraci 
Jr. after Abdulrub became an American citizen on July 
4, 2025.
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HATS OFF  to OFFICER MUMMERY
LeRoy’s Traffic Stop HERO.

Thanks, also, to the other agencies in assisting him!  

GREAT JOB BY ALL!

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend regular-
ly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist Church 

a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am and our 
Sunday worship service typically includes singing a mix 

of both traditional and contemporary songs and hymns, a 
children’s message, and a sermon from the Word of God. 

  
First Baptist Church of Le Roy

5 E. Main St., Le Roy
(585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am.

We have a Wednesday Night Bible Study at 5:30pm 
  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
All are welcome to attend our weekly service each Sunday 

at 10:00am, ministered by Rev. David Pepper.
The Thrift Shop is now open on Tuesdays 10:00am - Noon, 

and 4:00 - 5:30pm, and Saturdays 10:00am - Noon. 
Donations may be brought to the church on Monday, 

Wednesday, or Thursday from 9:00am - Noon.
 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy

(585) 768-8980
office@Le Royumcny.org

www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 

Living Waters Church
30 Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy
(585) 768-6543

ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org
Mass Times @ OLM:

Saturday Vigil 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm

Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.
Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
Weekday: 7:30am Thursday

Mass times may change in the near future.
YouTube Livestream:

youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams
 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
1 E. Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

By New York Sea Grant

OSWEGO, NY — To 
help dog owners protect 
their pets from toxic al-
gal blooms, New York Sea 
Grant has published a new-
ly-revised “Protect Your 
Dog from Harmful Algae” 
brochure. The publication, 
freely available at nysea-
grant.info/dogsandhabs-
brochure, includes:

. signs of harmful algae 
that can occur in waters 
from small puddles to large 
lakes,

. indications of harmful 
algal blooms (HAB) poi-
soning in your pet,

. tips for reducing the risk 
of exposure,

. pet emergency hotline 
contacts in New York state, 
and

. New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Conservation and Depart-
ment of State websites for 
reporting waters that may 
have a harmful algal bloom.

“You cannot tell if a 
bloom is toxic by looking, 
but there are signs to watch 
for on the water as well as 
potentially impacted de-
bris on shore. Additional-
ly, knowing the signs and 
symptoms of harmful algae 
poisoning in dogs can help 
pet owners act quickly to 
seek immediate veterinary 
help,” says New York Sea 
Grant Great Lakes Fisheries 
and Ecosystem Health Spe-
cialist Stacy Furgal.

Furgal updated the in-
formational brochure with 
assistance from Cornell 
University Richard P. Riney 
Canine Health Center Ex-
tension Veterinarian Aly 
Cohen, D.V.M.

Dr. Cohen notes, “The 
harmful form of algal 
blooms is caused by over-
growth of cyanobacteria, 
often called blue-green al-
gae, that produces toxins 
harmful to people, pets, 
waterfowl, and livestock. 
Water sample testing is 
required to confirm that 
harmful algae is present. 

This outreach by New York 
Sea Grant helps educate 
the public about the risk of 
HABs to dogs.”

Pets and livestock can 
develop HABs poisoning by 
ingestion of HABs-infect-
ed water or shoreline de-
bris and by grooming their 
fur and paws after being in 
water impacted by HABs. 
Symptoms of harmful algae 
poisoning in your dog may 
appear immediately or sev-
eral hours after exposure.

Water with the poten-
tial for HABs may appear 
green, blue-green, brown, 

or red with a spilled paint 
pattern as well as have 
HAB-infected scum or 
mats of debris floating on 
the water or found along 
the shoreline.

New York Sea Grant is 
a cooperative program of 
Cornell University and the 
State University of New 
York and one of 34 uni-
versity-based programs 
providing coastal commu-
nities with research and 
outreach to promote better 
understanding, conserva-
tion, and use of America’s 
coastal resources.

Dogs and Harmful Algal Blooms: 
Info update from NY Sea Grant 
— Know the Signs & Symptoms 

to Protect Your Pet

PROVIDED PHOTO
NY Sea Grant has issued updated information to help dog owners protect their 
pets from exposure to harmful algal blooms. According to the American Veterinary 
Medical Association, 4.5 percent of U.S. households were home to at least one dog 
in 2024.

In an effort to make 
travel around Le Roy a 
little easier for the Satur-
day of Oatkafest we will 
be making some changes. 
Saturday morning Craige 
St will have parking on 1 
side only.

Church St. will be 1 way 
traffic going North to St. 
Marks, North St will be 
1 way from St. Marks to 
Main going South. South 

St. will be 1 way going 
South Bradnell. This will 
be for Saturday only. Ad-
ditional handicap parking 
will be in the school park-
ing lot. With the added 
people out this weekend 
it is bound to cause some 
inconveniences, please be 
patient, everyone is trying 
to make it better.

The question has been 
posed why are there no 

garbage can in our parks? 
About 15 years ago the vil-
lage board made all village 
parks a carry in/ carry out, 
meaning if you bring in 
things that is going to be 
garbage, it is your respon-
sibility to take it with you 
when you go. If you ask 
why? it was garbage cans 
where being filled by peo-
ple who did not want to be 
garbage stickers.

This past week, we also 
saw great cooperation be-
tween the county, town, 
and the city of Batavia. It’s 
encouraging to see neigh-
boring municipalities 
working together for the 
greater good.

For example, a high-
speed chase involving a 
stolen car and illegal fire-
arms — with a suspect 
who had been arrested 

just 8 days earlier for the 
same offense and released 
— was brought to a safe 
resolution thanks to the 
collaborative efforts of 
the Le Roy PD, Batavia PD, 
and the County Sheriff ’s 
Office. On behalf of our 
entire community, Chief 
Greg Kellogg and I would 
like to thank Sheriff Graff, 
Batavia Police Chief Heu-
busch, and their teams for 
their outstanding work.

The County and the 
Town of Le Roy work to-
gether with the Village 
DPW to repave South, 
North and Church St. 
This sharing of resources 
makes things work bet-
ter throughout the whole 
county.

“Change is inevitable, 
growth is optional” John 
C. Maxwell

Honor the cherished memory of a 
loved one with a personal tribute.

Local News & Community • In Print & Online
585-250-0555 | www.thedailynewsonline.com/leroyweekendgazette

Place an obituary in The Le Roy Weekend Gazette starting at $75 for 5”. Each 
additional inch in depth will cost $15. Adding a standard size photo will cost 
$15. If you would like to run the obituary in either The Daily News or Livings-
ton County News in addition to The LWG, the obituary can be repeated at 50% 
of the original cost.

Newspapers offer a historical account of the communities they serve and we 
do not want to exclude anyone from our obituary page due to inability to pay. 
Therefore, a one-inch death notice that only lists the name, age, town, date of 
death and occupation of the deceased will be free of charge. The funeral home 
needs to note in their email that the obituary will be free. As such, the name of 
the Funeral Home will not be published in the free obituary.

The LWG allows Funeral Homes to publish a “partial” obituary. There is no charge 
for a partial as long as a complete obituary is forthcoming. If for any reason a full  
obituary is not published, The LWG will charge the minimum $75 obituary fee.

Call us for more information on deadlines and placement details.

By MATT SURTEL
msurtel@batavianews.com

A stolen gun was recovered 
Wednesday after a wild high-speed 
chase which exceeded 120 mph, Le 
Roy police said.

Officer T.J. Mummery was on patrol 
when he attempted to stop a Honda 
Accord for traffic violations, police 
said. The driver instead allegedly fled 
east at high speed.

As the pursuit headed toward Liv-
ingston County, the suspect eventu-
ally turned back toward Le Roy, police 
said. At that point, Officer Mummery 
attempted a “PIT maneuver” to safely 
stop the fleeing Honda.

The attempt was unsuccessful 
and the pursuit continued into the 
village, police said. The chased end-

ed on Church Street when the driver 
jumped out of the Honda and fled on 
foot.

The driver tried to hide by breaking 
into a garage but was taken into cus-
tody, police said. A female passenger 
who stayed in the vehicle was also 
taken into custody at the scene.

During the arrest, officers found 
the Honda’s driver had a loaded, sto-
len handgun on his person, police 
said. The vehicle itself was reported 
stolen out of Rochester, with swapped 
license plates to avoid detection.

Police did not identify the driv-
er and passenger, and did not detail 
what charges they may face.

Le Roy police are citing outstand-
ing work from Mummery, along with 
outstanding teamwork from the Bat-
avia Police Department, the Genesee 

County Sheriff ’s Office, city police 
drone unit Officer Stephen Quider 
with K9 Batu in the arrests.

To top it off:
• Less than 8 days ago, this same 

male suspect was arrested for nearly 
identical charges.

• The female passenger is currently 
on probation for stealing a car.

Outstanding work by all agencies 
involved!

Stolen gun and vehicle recovered 
after 120 mph pursuit

Two Charged After Wild Chase in Le Roy
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Question of the Week? ?? ? ??

?

??

Question from The Le Roy Weekend Gazette staff

Have an idea for the next question? Send your suggestions to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Previous question - “What food would convince you to join a food-eating contest?”

Favorite memory from a prior Oatka Fest?
HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!

BILKO P.

When I was freshman at Brockport at home-
coming I ate 44 pcs of pizza to win the title for 

Tony’s.

VALARIE W. MICHAEL B.

How about pie I love pie. Pizza, blueberry, 
raspberry,apple,lemon all pie!

Tacos! As long as the meat isn’t over-spiced 

www.CasperFarmsBeef.com•Crystal (585) 478-6326•6671 Main Road, Stafford, NY 14143

Question of the Week sponsored by:

 651 East Main St., Batavia, NY 14020 • 343-7830
 Visit our web site at: WillsCarpetOneBatavia.com

Voted #1 for Best Floor Coverings in the GLOW Region!
With over 110 years in business, we are your  

go-to specialists for all things flooring.  
From carpets to hardwood, tiles to vinyl,  

we have the superior inventory and  
top selections to meet your needs.

Our experienced team is here to help you find 
the perfect flooring solution.  Whether you 

prefer in-stock options or special orders, 
we’ve got you covered. Choose to take on your 

flooring project yourself or let our skilled 
technicians handle the installation for you.

Discover why generations of customers 
trust us for their flooring needs. 

Visit us today and step into quality and style!

BATAVIA — Diana Kasten-
baum, former CEO of Pinna-
cle Manufacturing Company, 
Inc., and longtime commu-
nity advocate, on Tuesday 
of last week announced her 
candidacy for the United 
States House of Representa-
tives in New York’s 24th Con-
gressional District in 2026.

“Throughout my career, 
I’ve focused on building 
businesses, strengthening 
communities, and fighting 

for our neighbors and fami-
lies particularly here in rural 
New York,” Kastenbaum said 
in a statement. “I’ve seen 
how neighbors show up for 
neighbors, and when one of 
us struggles, we all step up. 
I’ll bring that same heart and 
spirit to Washington.”

Kastenbaum previously 
ran for Congress in 2016. She 
would be challenging incum-
bent Republican Claudia 
Tenney.

Through organizing and 
participating in more than 
five town halls since March 
2025, she said in her an-
nouncement that she has 
identified key concerns that 
directly impact families in 
the district including pro-
tecting Social Security, Medi-
care, Medicaid, preserving 
rural healthcare infrastruc-
ture, supporting veterans’ 
services, maintaining ed-
ucational funding and ad-
dressing manufacturing and 
agricultural workforce chal-
lenges.

“Our rural hospitals and 
nursing homes depend on 
Medicaid funding to serve 
our communities,” Kasten-
baum said in her announce-
ment. “Our farmers need 
workers who are willing to 
do the essential work of feed-
ing America. Our veterans 
deserve the services they’ve 
earned through their honor-
able service. These aren’t par-
tisan issues – they’re neigh-
bor issues.”

Before leading Pinnacle 
Manufacturing, Kastenbaum 
spent 25 years running her 
own company that trained 
and developed software for 
law firms across the country. 
As a trustee of Genesee Com-
munity College, she serves 
on GCC’s Advanced Manu-
facturing Advisory Commit-
tee and the Association of 
Community College Trust-
ees (ACCT) Rural National 
Advisory Council, where she 
helps shape workforce devel-
opment programs. Kasten-
baum serves on both state 

and national community col-
lege trustee organizations.

Kastenbaum, a Batavia na-
tive, has served on the board 
of the Genesee-Orleans 
Regional Arts Council, also 
known as GO ART!, and the 
board of The Landmark Soci-
ety of Genesee County, help-
ing to preserve the region’s 
history and character, she 
said in her announcement.

Kastenbaum ran for Bata-
via City Council in 2013 and 
was the Democratic nomi-
nee for Congress in NY-27 in 
2016. Most recently, she said, 
she co-founded Concerned 
Citizens for NY-24, organiz-
ing town halls across the dis-
trict to give neighbors a voice 
on issues that matter most to 
their families.

One thing she learned not 

to do after her 2016 campaign 
was spend money on expen-
sive Washington operatives 
who suggest doing things 
such as conducting polls.

“You may need them in 
large cities, but in the rural 
parts of a country, I don’t 
think it’s necessary,” she said 
of hiring operatives for a cam-
paign.”

She said she had a poll 
done during the 2016 cam-
paign that was unnecessary.

“I knew where I stood. I 
won’t do that again,” she said. 
“That was a big expense.”

Kastenbaum said that, as a 
candidate, she needs to trust 
her gut instinct.

“You’ve got to be careful 
with where you’re spending 
money. Is it really necessary? 
I found that I did better when 

I really listened to myself and 
listened to the people in my 
district,” she said.

Kastenbaum said she 
plans to work with the activ-
ist groups that have formed 
since Hillary Clinton lost the 
presidential race to Donald 
Trump in 2016.

“In 2016 when I ran, there 
were no activist groups until 
Hillary lost and then every-
body started to organize,” 
she said. “From those activist 
groups, there are many peo-
ple who want to get involved 
in politics. Those people who 
want to work with a can-
didate. Those are my folks. 
Them and me — that’s how 
we’re going to win this race.”

Kastenbaum Announces NY-24 Candidacy
Batavia resident making second bid for Congress

Kastenbaum
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Fri., July 11
6pm

Bike Parade
Kick off Oatka Fest 

weekend! Bring your 
bike, stroller, wag-
on—or whatever 

rolls—and decorate it  
for the parade! Hel-
met safety checks, 
and you can grab 

dinner and dessert 
from Rob’s Kabobs 

and the Ice Cream & 
Chill Truck!

Le Roy Police Dept.
Starts at Wolcott St. 
School Parking Lot

•

Sat., July 12
Starting 2pm

Celebration of Life 
for James “Bimbo” 

Henry
Bring lawn chairs 

and your best Bimbo 
stories. BBQ chick-

en, potatoes, salads, 
soft drinks provided. 

Bring the whole fami-
ly!

No dogs please. 
BYOB

No RSVP required.
Just stop on by!

8396 E. Main St Rd
Le Roy

•

Sun., July 13
1 - 4pm

Christmas in July

The Joy Project will 
be open during the 

Oatka Festival. Come 
and meet our volun-
teers and hear about 
the expansion proj-
ects for the coming 

year. 
1 East Main Street

Le Roy
•

Sat. & Sun.,  
July 12 & 13
10am - 5pm

Oatka Festival 2025
The Oatka Festival 
is back and better 

than ever, bringing 
a weekend full of 
hometown pride, 

family fun, and sum-
mer excitement! Pa-
rade, craft vendors,-
FREE kids’ activities, 

festival food, live 
entertainment and 

more!
Trigon Park, Le Roy

•
Saturday the 12th
Music Schedule

Main Stage: 12-2pm - 
Old Hat

Gazebo: 1-2:30pm - 
Damn The Flood

School sign: 2-3pm -
David Knaudt

Main stage: 3-5pm -
Blues Circle

Gazebo: 3:30-5pm - 
Warren Paul

•

Sunday the 13th
Music Schedule 

(Cont’d)
Main stage: 11am-

12pm - Knight N Gals 
/ Swinging Knights

Gazebo: 1-2pm - 
Hawkins & Casper

Main stage: 1-2:45pm
North of Forty

School sign: 12-1pm - 
Kara Fink

Main stage: 3:15-5pm
Batavia Swing Band
School sign: 2-3pm - 

Trent Yule
Gazebo: 3-5pm - 
2Young 2B Old

•
10am - 5pm

MEGA 
Community Sale

We will be opening 
the Jell-O Factory up 

for vendors Oatka 
Festival weekend. 

We have room for 30 
- 12’x12’ spaces, allo-
cated on a first-come 
first-serve basis. No 
charge to vendors or 
visitors. $50 deposit 

will be returned if the 
space is left cleaned 

up.  
Call Earl for more 

info at 585-297-9242
The Historic Jell-O 

Factory Market-
place & Distillery

57 North St., Le Roy
•

Fri-Sun., July 18-
20

11am - 5pm
Legacy Lap League
Think you’ve got the 
fastest lap in town?

Prove it.
Join us July 18th-20th 
at Dio’s Treasures for 
an adrenaline-fueled 
Gran Turismo 7 tour-

nament on PS5. Put 
your racing skills to 

the test in our Legacy 
Lap League and com-

pete for glory-
-and prizes!

Entry: $10 per run
Get 1 FREE extra run 
with a paid run when 

you:
Follow our FB page

Like our post
Share the post

Prizes:
1st - $120 CASH

2nd - $50 Store Credit
3rd - $25 Store Credit

Must be 18+ or 
accompanied by an 

adult to compete.
Let’s see who takes 
the crown. Lap leg-

ends are made here.
Dio’s Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

•

Mon-Thurs.,  
July 21 - 24

Registration starting 
Monday the 21st 

@ 5:30pm
Event 6 - 8:15pm

Le Roy Ecumenical 
VBS Road Trip:

On the Road with 
God!

Free for ages 4-12
Call 768-4253 to reg-

ister in advance or for 
more information!

First Baptist Church
5 E. Main St., Le Roy

•

Mon., July 28
11am Sign In

Noon Start
Stafford Fire Dept.
Golf Tournament

$150 per golfer 
(golf, lunch & dinner) 

$40 dinner guest
Stafford Country 

Club
8873 Rt. 237, Stafford
Dinner at Fire Dept. 
Recreation Hall by 

The Red Osier Land-
mark.

50/50 & Basket Raffle
Contact Susan Mat-
tice (716) 912-2086
_________________

ONGOING:

Mondays
Starting June 30th

Grandparents Day
Family, food, and a 

little extra fun! 
Grandparents can 

enjoy 10% off their total 
bill when they bring 

their grandkids in to eat 
at Kade’s! 

Because great food is 
even better with the 

ones you love <3
Kade’s 

Scratch Kitchen
15 Main St., Le Roy

•

Thursdays
July 17th thru Aug 7th

6:30 - 7:45 pm
Summer 

Music Series
July 17th - Justin Wil-

liams
July 24th - David 

Knaudt
July 31st - Bill Kettle

August 7th - Joe Miltsch
Bring your family and 
friends, lawn chairs, 

and blankets! Rain or 
shine (United Method-
ist Church will be used 
in case of bad weather)

Trigon Park
Trigon Park., Le Roy

•

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 

Magic the Gathering
People are welcome 

to come (in pairs 
or groups) anytime 
during our business 
hours (1-7pm) and 
play free play. Sign 

up for the event 
through the WPN 

event link website. 
People are welcome 

to do this any day 
(Mon-Sun) be-

tween 1-7pm. D&D, 
Pokémon, YuGiOh, 
or any other family 
friendly game play 

also welcomed in our 
game room! 

“Free Pack Friday”
Bring a friend and 

play at least one 
round logged in 

through WPN and 
recieve one free pack 

per person!
Contact us via call or 
text if you have any 

questions
(585) 356-7579

Dio’s Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

•

Daily
Now through 
August 15th
5:30 - 8pm

Summer Reading 
Challenges!

Stop in anytime after 
June 25th to register 
and to pick up your 

board! Earn tick-
ets for a chance to 
win free books and 

prizes just by keeping 
track of your reading 
throughout the sum-
mer. Kids, teens and 
adults! Must stop in 

to register!
Woodward Memori-

al Library
7 Wolcott St., Le Roy

1. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
female goat called?

2. TELEVISION: What is the name 
of the town in “Gilmore Girls”?

3. GEOGRAPHY: How many states 
does the Appalachian Trail cross?

4. MOVIES: Which actress voices 
the character Jessie in “Toy Story 2”?

5. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What is 
believed to have caused President 
Zachary Taylor’s death?

6. ANATOMY: What is the most 
abundant protein in the human body?

7. GEOMETRY: How many sides 
does a hexagon have?

8. LITERATURE: Serial killer Han-
nibal Lecter first appears in which 
novel?

9. ASTRONOMY: What are planets 
outside our solar system called?

10. MUSIC: Who was the first wom-
en inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame?

Answers
1. A doe or nanny.
2. Stars Hollow.
3. 14.
4. Joan Cusack.
5. Acute gastroenteritis.
6. Collagen.
7. Six.
8. “Red Dragon” by Thomas Harris.
9. Exoplanets.
10. Aretha Franklin.
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By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

Whether you’ve lived in 
Le Roy all your life, or you’ve 
just recently moved here, or 
you’re in town for a visit, the 
annual Oatka Festival is a 35 
year old* tradition that brings 
friends and families together 
for a weekend of good food, 
great music, fun things for the 
kids to do, a great parade, and 
the annual duck derby. It all 
started in 1988, when Le Roy 
Mayor Kevin Earl asked Pete 
Weaver and Lynne Belluscio 
to start plans for a festival. For 
several years Pete had been 
involved with the Creekside 
Regatta which was a terrific 
success and Lynne had been 
organizing special events at 
the Genesee Country Mu-
seum. Kevin envisioned an 
event that would draw peo-
ple to downtown Le Roy and 
help revitalize the communi-
ty. Pete and Lynne met with 
organizers of several nearby 
local hometown events and 
picked up a variety of ideas. 
After some discussion, it was 
decided that the first Oatka 
Festival would be held on the 
full weekend after the Fourth 
of July in 1989. One of the 
first people who joined the 
planning committee was Bob 
Sullivan, a former teacher at 
the high school who was di-
rectly involved with St. Joe’s 
Drum and Bugle Corps. Bob 
continued organizing the pa-
rade for many years. Today, 
Pete Weaver, although retired 
from being directly involved 
with the festival, continues 
to help out with the parade, 
directing traffic up on West 
Main. The parade lineup in 
1992 included the Syracuse 
Brigadiers Drum Corps, the 
Le Roy Fire Departments, 
the Hilton Fire Department 
Band, the Genesee County 
Sheriff ’s Department, the 
Stafford Fire Department, 
the Hamilton Fire Fighter’s 
Drum Corps, five Le Roy High 
School class reunion floats, 
the Le Royan of the year, usu-
ally riding in Weegie Pratt’s 
yellow convertible, the Perry 
Shriners with their little cars, 
Mighty St. Joes Drum Corps, 
and who can forget the “Top 
Hatters” Marching Orchestra 
from Burlington, Ontario! 

Bob Bennett was a favorite lo-
cal personality as he rode his 
unicycle down Main Street 
with the folks from the Bank 
of Castile. And there was the 
year, that Jim Arrington, rode 
on the Jell-O float, and every-
one thought he was Bill Cos-
by.

Another key member of 
the early committee was Kay 
Kennedy. She pitched in to 
organize the food booths on 
Trigon Park, which would 
provide money making op-
portunities for some of Le 
Roy’s organizations. An in-
tegral part of the food court 
was to provide water and 
electricity to all the booths. 
The Fire Department hooked 
up water from a fire hydrant, 
and electrician George Cory 
installed electrical boxes. Ev-
eryone was well prepared to 
have Genesee County Health 
Department inspectors on 
site. Through the years there 
have been a lot of different 
foods sold on Trigon Park. 
The PTA sold French fries. 
Explorer Post 2600 had ham-
burgers and pop. For a couple 
of years, the Volunteer Ambu-
lance sold ice cream cones. 
The Presbyterian church has 
continued to sell beef-on-
wick since the first year and 
the Rotary hot dog stand has 
always been on the corner 
since 1989. The A.F.S. sold 
hot pretzels and popcorn. 
Holy Family School offered 
salt potatoes and corn on 
the cob. And who can forget 
Bettylane’s funnel cakes, and 
Fowler’s taffy, candied apples 
and fresh squeezed lemon-
ade. Kay Kennedy would be 
followed by many others to 
keep the food court cooking. . 
This year the blooming onion 
booth is back manned by the 
son of the man who had the 
booth many years ago. A lot of 
folks remember the “year of 
no waffles” but the waffles are 
back this year, with a dusting 
of powdered sugar.

Arnold and Marion Kelly 
organized the 50/50 which 
raises money for the Oatka 
Festival. Later, Sue and John 
Doemling built a booth for 
50/50 ticket sales and each 
year the 50/50 pot grows to 
help support the festival. So, 
remember to buy a book of 
tickets! One year there was 

a “Bossie Bingo” behind the 
school. A willing cow was 
brought to town in a trailer 
and turned out in a fenced in 
area marked with a grid. Folks 
could buy a square in the grid, 
and if Bossie hit your square, 
you won the jackpot. There 
were other animals on the 
festival site. Dog obedience 
demonstrations were popu-
lar as well as a water demon-
stration by some beautiful 
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers. 
There was an animal petting 
zoo a couple of years. And 
pony rides on Wolcott Street. 
And then there was the guy 
who brought his huge boa 
constrictor while he strolled 
around. He was asked to 
leave.

At the first festival on July 
15 and 16, 1989, there were 
over 40 craft booths. Through 
the years, there has been a 
wide variety of local crafts-
men selling jewelry, quilts, 
garden planters, furniture, 
scarves, hats, and a myriad of 
other things. And there have 
been many folks in charge of 
the craft show in the last 36 
years. It takes a lot of plan-
ning, patience and energy 
to make sure everyone has 
an assigned spot and that 
they know when they can set 
up and when they can take 
down. And each year, new 
crafters need to be included. 
An early list from 1992 in-
cluded handmade fruitcakes 
by Charlie’s, Sally Defries 
offered dried silk flower ar-
rangements, John Holden 
was a silversmith, Ronald Job 
sold suncatchers, Mary Mar-
garet Yacuzzo sold counted 
cross stitch. Lorie Longhany 
sold her art. In fact, Lorie’s 
art appeared on many of the 
first festival T-Shirts ‘95, ‘93’, 
‘94. One year Gerry McGee 
took her image of the post of-
fice and put a postage stamp 
border around it. Gerry may 
have been the person who 
designed the Oatka Festival 
logo of the three arch Clay 
Street bridge with the waves 
of the creek water below. June 
Dusen pieced together a quilt 
with twelve of the festival 
t-shirts and the quilt will be 
displayed at the festival this 
year.

There have been many 
other events tied in with the 
festival. There is a 5m Walk 
Run on Sunday morning. And 
the children’s fishing derby is 
Sunday morning. There was 
a bicycle race for a couple of 
years, sponsored by Harry 
Stroble. Chalk art on Wol-
cott Street, Punch and Judy, 
Volleyball tournaments, re-
unions of baseball teams, 
softball tournaments, bicycle 
safety checks, facepainting, 
basketball, radio-controlled 
cars, and a Corvette show. 
Limerock Speedway had 
cars in the parade and then 
displayed them on Wolcott 
Street. For a couple of years, 
the Historical Society had an 
antique show in the school 
cafeteria and then they had 
a large tent on Trigon, where 
they sold Jell-O shirts, Le Roy 
Afghans, hats, door mats, 
and even Rough on Rats 
T-shirts. Iota Rho sorority 
offered a photo booth. Lots 
of folks were “volunteered” 

to sit in the Lions’ dunking 
booth. In 1992, the dunking 
booth schedule included Bri-
an Moran, Matt Lusky, Bob 
Bennett, Jim Farnholtz, Pat-
rick Crow, and John Piazza. 
The American Legion held a 
horseshoe tournament. Le 
Roy Seniors performed some 
line dancing on the steps of 
the auditorium. The Gene-
see Ballet Repertoire Com-
pany performed on Sunday. 
The Kickin’ Rhythm Clog-
gers were on the schedule in 
1996. Elaine Zalacca’s School 
of Dance performed several 
times. For a couple of years, 
there was a demonstration of 
belly dancing and although 
it attracted some attention, 
the skydivers were always 
a big hit. The plane would 
leave the airport in Brock-
port, and as it approached Le 
Roy, it would circle over the 
festival site, and then slowly 
come along the creek and out 
would jump a couple of guys, 
their parachutes would open 
and they’d land in the creek. 
But this always depended on 
the weather and the wind. 
When weather is mentioned, 
it’s important to notice the 
signs that are put up around 
the festival site. In case of an 
incoming storm, with light-
ning, folks need to know they 
should move from the site 
and not gather under a tree 
or in a tent. There are usually 
places designated for people 
to go in case of an emergency. 
The same is true if the weath-
er becomes exceedingly hot. 
The festival always seems to 
survive rain, but really hot 
weather drives people home 
to their air conditioning and 

swimming pools.
There has always been 

plenty of music. In 1989, Cal-
vary Baptist Church spon-
sored a Gospel Music con-
cert. The Town Band played a 
concert on Saturday at 3, and 
the Batavia Concert Band 
played on Sunday. St. Mark’s 
Church offered a carillon 
concert at noon on Sunday 
and there was a dance with 
live music by “Celebration” at 
Holy Family School from 9 to 
1 am sponsored by Excelsior 
Hook and Ladder Company. 
A particular favorite was the 
Panloco Steel Drum Band. 
The Le Roy High School glee 
clubs or music groups per-
formed on Sunday mornings. 
For the past couple of years, 
there’s been several “stages” 
for musical groups, so wher-
ever you wander about the 
festival site, there’s music.

For many years, the Little 
Beard’s Club Buckskinners 
set up camp on the creekbank 
which always drew a good 
crowd. A favorite treat was 
a free sample of their deep-
fried doughnuts. On Satur-
day night, the Buckskinners 
would walk across the bridge 
and visit the Moose Club for 
some liquid libation.

Down Wolcott Street, near 
the Wolcott Street School, 
there was a tent with the 
Backyard Family Circus. It 
was one of the favorite per-
formances at the festival. 
Kids would participate in the 
circus as the lions, or Wanda 
the tightrope walker, or the 
kid who got shot out of the 
canon. It was a sad day when 
we learned that the Backyard 
Family Circus could no lon-

ger participate in the Oatka 
Festival. Our favorite ring-
master had been diagnosed 
with ALS.

In 1988, when plans for 
a festival were in full swing, 
the Le Roy Vietnam Vets 
wanted to run a duck derby. 
They made plans to set up a 
tent on the creekbank to sell 
ducks and with the help of the 
Fire Department’s fire hos-
es, the ducks “swam” across 
the creek. When the Le Roy 
Vietnam Vets organization 
moved to Warsaw, the ducks 
stayed in Le Roy and each 
year a different organization 
benefitted from the Derby. 
Most people don’t know that 
the little yellow rubber ducks 
that float across the creek ar-
en’t ordinary rubber ducks. 
Rather they are weighted to 
keep them upright and to 
prevent them from filling 
with water. The Duck Derby 
has always been the last event 
of the festival on Sunday, and 
then, as they say, it’s time for 
“unfestival” for another year.

In 1993, David Grayson, 
the Editor or the Le Roy Pen-
nysaver, wrote a brief history 
of the first five years of the 
Oatka Festival. As he said, 
there were a lot of skeptics. 
“Despite charges of heresy 
and predictions of failure” 
Le Royan’s managed to “pull 
together the biggest family 
reunion in the history of Le 
Roy.”

*2025 would have been 
the Oatka Festival’s 36th year, 
but the festival was not held 
during covid.

Oatka Festival 
Origins
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Local History

Your trusted source for 
local news in print & 

online is now available for 
convenient home delivery!

KEEP IT 

L O C A L

(585) 343-8000
 438 East Main Street, Batavia, NY 14020  •  M-F, 9am-5pm

6-months
$30
1-year
$52

 The Le Roy Weekend GazeTTe Saturday, July 12, 2025  A7

Hartwood Park, Le Roy
August 2nd • 3pm-10pm • FREE Registration!

All proceeds go to Genesee Cancer  Assistance

Get your team together and start getting sponsors! 
See the Facebook page for more information at 

Walk of Hope-Leroy or email Walkofhopeleroyny@gmail.com
 

Featuring: Music, luminaries, themed laps, games, food, raffles, 

 Survivor Dinner (must register) & much more

•Weekly Mowin’
•Trimming/Pruning -
    Trees, Shrubs, Hedges
•Landscape Mulch
•Planting & Removal
•Bed Maintenance
•Spring & Fall Clean Ups
•Leaf & Debris Removal
•Minor Excavation
•Low Voltage
    Decorative Lighting

Greener Mowin’ Greener Mowin’ and Servicesand Services

Servicing the WNY regionServicing the WNY region
Nick Holly • Owner/Operator • Nick Holly • Owner/Operator • ((585585)) 409 409--55205520

Strong Roofs. Honest Work. Strong Roofs. Honest Work. 
Hometown Service.Hometown Service.

RAHAITZ.COM
128 Cedar St. Batavia, NY • 585-343-2400 / 585-356-4300

“IT’S WHAT“IT’S WHAT
WE DO”WE DO”

We areWe are
ready anytime!ready anytime!

Richard Wendt, President
Fully Insured & Free Estimates

Voted Voted ##1 Best Roofer1 Best Roofer
in the GLOW Region in the GLOW Region 
2 Years in a Row!2 Years in a Row!

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL

80 Years in Business

WHITING 
LAW FIRM

31 W. Main St., LeRoy

(585) 768-6550

General Practice ~ 40 Years of Experience

Engineered Packaging Solutions

8715 Lake Rd., Le Roy • 585-768-7000
www.orconind.com

Have Fun at the

July 12th

& 13th

Le Roy,
NY

35TH ANNUAL

Schedule of Kid Events:
Both Days 10am-5pm

Inflatable Obstacle Courses
Mr. Scribbles

Buzzer Beater & Football Blitz
Rock Wall
Mini Golf

Face Painting
Free Play Area

Other Activities:
Balloon Animals: 

Saturday 12pm-5pm & Sunday 10am-3pm
Hair Tinsel: Sunday 10am-5pm

Kids Entertainment Tent:
Saturday:

Emmalee’s Memories Show 1pm-2pm
(Moana, Taylor Swift & Ms. Rachel)

Prehistoric World Reptile Show: 2:15pm-3:15pm
Mega Bubble Man: 3:30pm-4:30pm

Sunday:
The Art of Mandy:

10am-11am ages 2-6
& 11:15am-12:15pm 

ages 7 & up
*must pre-register

Cara Weinman: dance/
movement class:

1pm-1:30pm

Emmalee’s Memories 
Superhero Show:

2pm-3pm

Magic Show: 
3:30pm-4:30pm
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Must be 18 years or older to join. Payment for training programs upon completion. Be part of a great team!

VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS NEEDED
Message us on Facebook: @LeRoyFireDepartment 

or email us Join@LeRoyFireDistrict.com

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE LPROUD SPONSOR OF THE Lee ROY SPORTS INSIDER! ROY SPORTS INSIDER!

FOLLOW US!           @LeroyWeekendGazette       @Sam.Leroy.Gazette

Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

LE ROY — The Le Roy Little 
League 11/12 All-Stars faced 
off against Ellicottville/Little 
Valley Sunday for the District 
2 title, and came out on top af-
ter a close battle, winning the 
game 6-3.

The Le Roy All-Stars were 
led by Carter McClurg, who 
was the starting pitcher for the 
outing. McClurg would go on 
to strike out 12 batters, while 
giving up five hits and zero 
runs.

On offense, Le Roy was led 
by Sammy Rapone and Chris 
Costa, who combined to reach 
base 4 times and scored a total 
of three runs for their team.

McClurg also had a great 
day at the plate, helping Le 
Roy build an early lead after 
hitting a single, stealing back-
to-back bases, and then scor-
ing on a passed ball.

Scoring would come again 
in the third inning, when 

Rapone hit a single and stole a 
base, followed by Costa walk-
ing and Joey Wujcik reaching 
via a hit by pitch. McClurg 
drove in Rapone, followed by 
an Addy Stella RBI fielder’s 
choice to score Costa.

Le Roy would score three 
more times in the fifth inning, 
after Costa and Wujcik both 
scored on passed balls, and 
another RBI from Addy Stella 
to score Eli Kemp.

Stella came in relief for 
McClurg and closed out the 
game for Le Roy. In tandem 
with teammate Connar Han-
ley, who tagged out an ECLV 
runner trying to stretch a dou-
ble into a triple, the pair shut 
down ECLV and closed out 
the victory.

The Le Roy 11/12 All-Stars 
advance to the sectional 
round of the New York State 
Little League Tournament to 
face the winners of District 1 
and District 3. The date, time, 
and location for the sectional 
round are to be announced.

Le Roy Little League 11/12 All-Stars Win District 2 Title

PHOTO CREDITS: ED HENRY
The Le Roy Little League 11/12 All-Stars took home theDistrict 2 title Sunday.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The Le Roy 9/10 all-stars played Wellsville 
for the District 2 championship title on Mon-
day night. The Le Roy team dominated all night 
long, winning the game with a final score of 11-
1.

Pitching and strong defense was the story of 
the night for Le Roy. Aaron Bailey started the 
game on the mound, striking out 8 and giving 
up only 1 run and 1 hit over four innings. Seth 

Pryzbyl came in in relief for Bailey and would 
pitch the final inning to secure the win for Le 
Roy.

The first points of the night for Le Roy would 
come in the second inning after Xander Park-
er, Charlie Rapone, and Joseph Oliver all got 
walked back-to-back, which loaded the bases. 
Zach Garner would score Parker and Rapone 
after a back-to-back fielder’s choice. Luke 
Chappel would follow this up by scoring Oliver 
on a single hit to left field.

Three more runs would come in the third 

inning, as Josh Tenney, Bailey, and Austin 
Branton all reached base early. Tenney would 
score after teammate Parker got walked. Bran-
ton and Parker both scored after a misplayed 
flyball.

Two runs were scored in the fourth inning 
after Parker Page and Pryzbyl both reached 
base, and after an error advanced both run-
ners, Tenney would hit a grounder that would 
get misplayed by the Wellsville defense and 
lead to both Page and Pryzbyl scoring.

Le Roy kept pouring it on in the fifth inning, 

as three more runs were scored after Rapone 
got walked, Oliver hit a single, and Garner 
hitting a single that would get missed by the 
Wellsville defender, which scored Rapone and 
Oliver. Garner would score himself after con-
tinuing around the bases and running home 
after a on a throwing error in the outfield.

The Le Roy 9/10 all-stars now advance to 
play in the sectional round of the Little League 
tournament, which will begin this upcoming 
weekend.

Le Roy 9/10 All-Stars Defeat Wellsville, 
Win District 2 Championship
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WNBA @ 1pm on ABC
Dallas @ Indiana

Indiana -2.5
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