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Dissolving the Village of 
Le Roy could truly be on the 
horizon.

On July 15, the village 
board of trustees voted 
unanimously to move for-
ward with a study to explore 
dissolution, with Mayor 
Greg Rogers projecting that 
it could very well happen by 
January 1, 2029.

Back in April, the Gazette 
reported on a public hearing 
where the topic of consol-
idating the village into the 
town was discussed, and the 
result at the time was that 
these plans would not move 
forward as they stood.

� e reasons consolidation 
fell through mainly focused 
on the tax burden for town 
residents, they would have 
seen their property tax rate 
rise from 93 cents per $1,000 
of assessed value to more 
than double that at a rate 
Town Supervisor Jim Farn-
holz projected to be between 
$1.50 to $2 per $1,000.

“In that regard, that’s why 
the town board voted unan-
imously not to go forward 
with a consolidation study 
or movement,” Farnholz said 
in a June 13 Le Roy Weekend 
Gazette article.

It was mentioned back 
then that consolidation was 
not the only means the vil-
lage could reach this goal, 
and it appears that Mayor 
Rogers and the village trust-
ees are ready to explore this 
other path.

� e village has the ability 
to hold a vote among just its 
own residents to dissolve it-
self, which the town and its 
residents have no say over.

If this vote passed, the vil-
lage would, in essence, just 
cease to exist, and it would 
then be on the town to pick 
up the slack of former village 

services in its absence if it 
chose to.

This is the route Mayor 
Rogers and the village are 
moving forward with, and 
they are doing so with the 
Rochester-based Center for 
Governmental Research, or 
CGR, conducting the study 
and preparing the village for 
the referendum.

In the meantime, it is 
CGR’s job to gather infor-
mation, explore the bene� ts 
of dissolution and gauge vil-
lage resident’s opinions or 
concerns.

“They’re going to get a 
lot of information from the 
community, get their feed-
back, their thoughts, as well 
as look at the numbers and 
the financials and provide 
really, what would the sav-
ings be?” Rogers said.

One of the biggest project-
ed savings that would result 
from dissolution comes from 
a bene� t handed down from 
New York State, where they 
will give Le Roy residents 15 
cents on every $1,000 of as-
sessed value after dissolu-
tion is complete.

� e overall tax burden for 
village residents would drop 
a signi� cant amount as well, 
as Mayor Rogers projects 
that the property tax rate 
could drop from the current 
$8.79 cents per $1,000 of as-
sessed value to something as 
low as $2 or $3 per $1,000 of 
assessed value.

� is lessening of the tax 
burden for village residents 
is the main reason Mayor 
Rogers wants to pursue dis-
solution.

“� at’s the only reason,” 
Rogers said. “If we weren’t 
going to save any money, 
why would we do it?”

Those savings would be 
signi� cant for those who live 
in the village, but for those in 
the town, the opposite would 

still be true.
Supervisor Farnholz 

projects if these new plans 
for village dissolution went 
through that the town prop-
erty tax rate would still rise to 
around $2 per $1,000 of as-
sessed value.

“When people look at the 
potential of their taxes rising 
by a signi� cant amount and 
they don’t have the oppor-
tunity to vote on it, that cer-
tainly is going to create some 
unhappy people,” Farnholz 
said.

While the mayor expects 
dissolution will cause some 
people in the town to be up-
set, he still believes this is the 
right move to support the vil-
lage residents he represents.

“That’s why the people 
not in the village that are in 
the town would be against it. 
It’s going to be a hot button. 
I represent the people in the 
village. It’s a good deal for us, 
but I believe in Le Roy, the 
whole community is one,” 
Rogers said.

Mayor Rogers did men-
tion a major positive note for 
town residents, that the town 
would absorb zero debt from 
the village government in 
this scenario.

“� ere’d be absolutely no 
debt, which would be good. 
� ere’s enough money there 
to do that. So that would be 
very helpful,” Rogers said.

After CGR concludes its 
study, village residents will 

get to vote on a referendum 
to dissolve, which has to pass 
by 66 percent of the vote. 
Mayor Rogers projects this 
vote will happen sometime 
in 2028.

Some potential concerns 
regarding the dissolution 
involves the future of village 
jobs and how that would be 
transferred over to the town.

“� ere could be, not a lot 
of jobs lost, but some com-
bined and stuff like that,” 
Rogers said.

However, the mayor be-
lieves the biggest question 
mark that will determine 
how village residents vote 
when the time comes will fall 
on the fate of the Le Roy Po-
lice Department.

“The major part comes 
down to the police depart-
ment,” Rogers said. “Quite 
frankly, I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if the town board 
said, if the village dissolves, 
we will not support a po-
lice department. And then I 
still wouldn’t be surprised if 
when we went to public ref-
erendum, the people said, 
without a police depart-
ment, I’m not voting for it.”

Despite concerns about 
the fate of the police depart-
ment if this scenario oc-
curred, Supervisor Farnholz 
emphasized that if dissolu-
tion does happen, the town 
would without a doubt con-
tinue to maintain it.
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LE ROY — Seventh and 
eighth grade athletes in Le 
Roy can now participate 
in JV and varsity sports, 
thanks in part to the e� orts 
of one wrestler and her fa-
ther.

� e Wojtaszczyk family 
in Le Roy is known locally 
for their wrestling prowess 
within the school district.

Just this past year, Daw-
son Wojtaszczyk quali� ed 
for state competition in 
the 132 lbs. boys wrestling 
bracket, accomplishing this 
feat during his senior and 
final year of high school 
competition.

Coming into the upcom-
ing school year, one of the 
family’s wrestlers who is 
next up, seventh grader An-
nabella Wojtaszczyk, faced 
an issue heading into the 
new sports season.

Le Roy has had a 
long-standing rule for its 
athletic department that 
seventh and eighth graders 
were not allowed to partic-
ipate in JV or varsity sports, 
often citing safety con-
cerns. Instead, they were 
required to play on modi-
� ed until they got to ninth 
grade.

� is however is di� erent 
from every other school 
district in the Livingston 
County Athletic Associa-
tion, as Le Roy stands alone 
as the only one that has this 
rule. And these particular 
circumstances created a 
problem for Annabella.

A modi� ed team for the 
girls wrestling program 
that Le Roy participates in 
does not exist currently, 
and so she would have had 
to wrestle on the boys team 
instead. According to her 
father, Matt Wojtaszczyk, 
this would have impact-
ed his daughter’s devel-
opment as a player, as the 
boys wrestling team focus-
es more on folkstyle wres-
tling instead of the freestyle 
wrestling Annabella is used 
to from girls wrestling.

“� is policy is not just a 
hindrance to my daughter’s 
athletic development; it 

stands in stark contrast to 
the policies of neighboring 
districts in the Livingston 
County Athletic Associ-
ation (LCAA),” Matt Wo-
jtaszczyk wrote in a change.
org petition he created.

The change.org peti-
tion was created by Matt 
Wojtaszczyk ahead of an 
August 11 Le Roy Board of 
Education meeting, meant 
to rally community support 
around the issue and in-
� uence the board’s vote on 
changing this rule.

To Matt, the rule restricts 
his daughter, and multiple 
other female wrestlers like 
her, from having the op-
portunities to compete that 
they deserve.

“We are restricting the 
opportunities for our ath-
letes, harming their po-
tential to excel and thrive 
in their sports of choice,” 
Matt Wojtaszczyk wrote. 
“Young athletes who have 
the talent and enthusiasm 
to compete at higher levels 
should not be held back 
by outdated and unneces-
sarily restrictive policies. 
It is vital that we align our 
district’s sports policy with 
modern practices that al-
low young athletes more 
flexibility and opportuni-
ties.”

The petition was post-
ed around the internet 
through methods such as 
Facebook, with it gaining 
traction in groups such 
as the private Le Roy, NY 
Community Page. As of 
August 12, the petition had 
269 signatures.

Some members of the Le 
Roy, NY Community Page 
did not approve of the mea-
sure, bringing up the safety 
concerns.

“Would you want your 
10-12 year old playing 
against a 16-18 year old,” 
one commenter wrote. 
“Unless your child had a 
major growth change there 
is a huge di� erence in size, 
maturity etc. Not to com-
plain but what would be the 
point in JV or varsity if kids 
of almost any age can play 
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Bacon Street, which runs 
between Lake Street and 
Mill Street, has an interest-
ing history.

It was named for Lath-
rop S. Bacon who came to 
Le Roy in 1830 when he 
was twenty years old. He 
was born in Hamilton, New 
York and he moved to Le 
Roy with his father Rufus, 
and they opened a very 
successful general store.

In 1843,  the store 
dropped its general line of 
goods and concentrated on 
stoves and ironware. The 
Bacons owned property 
behind the old Globe and 
Eagle Hotel on the corner 
of Lake and Main Street. 
According to an advertise-
ment in the 1843 Le Roy 
Gazette, “The subscrib-
ers have made an entire 
change in their business. 
In the future they will con-
fine themselves exclusively 
to the stove and iron trade 
and the manufactory of 
copper, sheet iron and tin 
ware, in all of its various 
branches. They are now 
receiving and will continu-
ally be supplied with every 
variety of cooking, parlor, 
office, and plate stoves, 
which they will sell as low 
as can be purchased west of 
Albany.”

On April 11, 1848, a pat-
ent for a stove was granted 
to Lathrop S. Bacon. Later 
that year, F.N. Drake & Co 
was advertising Bacon’s 
Self Regulating Stoves: 
“These elegant cast iron 
self-regulating stoves, in-
vented by Mr. Bacon, reg-
ulate by the expansion and 
contraction of the stove 
itself, and in consequence 
will always regulate. Ev-
erybody knows that an old 
stove will expand as much 

as a new one.”
Bacon offered stoves 

made entirely from cast 
iron, but he also made 
stoves of sheet iron with 
cast iron tops and bottoms. 
These stoves were parlor 
stoves as illustrated in the 
newspaper. His advertise-
ment declared: “Moreover, 
they are more simple in 
their construction . . . (and) 
as excess of ornament and 
carving has been avoid-
ed, and a successful effort 
made to introduce a stove 
on an improved and gen-
teel plan, and which is also 
constructed that the more 
it is heated the tighter it be-
comes.”

The Le Roy Historical So-
ciety has a Bacon Self-Reg-
ulating parlor stove on 
exhibit with cast iron feet 
and skirt, and a sheet metal 
body.

Bacon also made cast 
iron kitchen stoves. Hale 
Farm Museum in Ohio has 
a “Clinton Air-Tight” made 
by L.S. Bacon of Le Roy dat-
ed 1850. These early iron 
stoves are very rare. The 
Clinton Air-Tight was a low 
step stove not an iron range 
that became popular later 
in the century.

In the early 1800s cook-
ing was done in a fireplace 
and baking was done in a 
brick bake oven built next 
to the fireplace. With the 
introduction of the cast 
iron stove, the cook was not 
stooped over the hearth. 
However, not everyone was 
convinced that the new 
cast iron cook stove was a 
good idea.

These early kitchen 
stoves had a very small 
oven and only a few loaves 
of bread could be baked at 
one time. Bread would have 
to be baked almost every 
day. So some women who 
no longer cooked in the 

fireplace decided to use the 
old brick bread oven next to 
the fireplace. Thus, enough 
bread could be baked for 
the entire week. There were 
also complaints that meat 
could not be roasted with 
a cast iron stove. Meat ei-
ther had to be boiled on the 
stove or baked in the oven 
not roasted in front of a fire. 
To remedy this complaint, 
most early stoves were de-
signed with a large “apron” 
or shelf in front of the fire-
box.

Small doors could be 
opened and a tin reflec-
tor oven could rest on the 
apron which allowed the 
meat to be cooked in front 
of the fire on a spit. Un-
fortunately, at that time, 
there was another expense 
when someone decided to 
buy a cast iron stove. The 
round-bottomed hearth 
kettles and fry pans with 
tall legs, known as “spi-
ders” (the tall legs made 
the fry pans look like a 
long-legged spider) had to 
be replaced with flat bot-
tomed kettles and fry pans.

Some people were con-

cerned about the health 
issues of a new iron stove. 
Huge cooking fireplaces 
had large flues – almost 
the size of a window, and 
the flue would draw air 
through the room creating 
a draft of fresh air. With the 
new cook stove, a stovepipe 
was attached to a chimney, 
reducing the draft through 
the room. Many people 
believed that this was not 
healthy – that a good draft 
of fresh air was good. The 
same was true for parlor 
stoves. Needless to say, in 
the winter, the cast iron 
stove was able to provide 
more heat to the room than 
a fireplace, and certainly 
it was safer than the open 
flames and sparks of a fire-
place.

By the 1840s the addition 
of stoves became popular. 
Few new houses had cook-
ing fireplaces and homes 
were heated with cast iron 
stoves. Older homes were 
modernized by boarding 
up the fireplace and plac-
ing a stove on the hearth 
with a stovepipe going up 
into the chimney. Instead 
of using the kitchen with 
the cooking fireplace, a 
new kitchen was built on 
the house. If you visit the 
Genesee Country Museum, 
and walk out to the Jones 
Farmhouse, you will notice 
that the old kitchen, with a 
cooking fireplace and oven 
is to the left of the front 

door. Walking through that 
room, you will enter the 
“new kitchen” with the cast 
iron stove.

The introduction of the 
cast iron stove coincided 
with the industrial revo-
lution. Many stoves were 
manufactured in Troy and 
Albany, and they had to be 
shipped by boat on the Erie 
Canal or by railroad. Bacon 
advertised that his found-
ry made railroad stoves, 
which were used to heat 
passenger cars. Bacon’s 
foundry which advertised 
low prices, had the advan-
tage over the foundries in 
Albany, because there were 
no shipping expenses.

The “modern” 1840 
kitchen with the cast iron 
stove, was very similar to 
the “modern” kitchen of 
the 1870s kitchen with a 
microwave oven. It was 
said that meat could not 
be roasted in an iron oven 
– and certainly, that was 
said about cooking meat 
in a microwave. There was 
the belief that the cast iron 
stove, which used a small 
stove pipe instead of a 
huge flue of a fireplace, cut 
down on the circulation 
of healthy air through the 
house. (When the micro-
wave was first introduced 
there were reports that 
men would become ster-
ile if they stood too close 
to the microwave.) And 
everyone knows that only 

special pans can be used 
in a microwave – much like 
the 1840s cook who had to 
buy flat bottomed kettles to 
cook on a stove.

The “new” cast iron 
stoves were cleaner and 
more economical to use. 
Bacon also manufactured 
a modern waffle iron that 
could be used on the cook 
stove. Cooking waffles in 
a fireplace required a long 
handled device that had to 
be heated directly in the 
hot coals. It would be re-
moved, placed on a wood-
en trivet on a table, and 
the batter poured in. The 
waffle iron was closed and 
the waffle cooked inside. 
Perhaps two waffles could 
be cooked before the iron 
would be returned to the 
fire to be heated again. Ba-
con manufactured a waffle 
iron that could be placed 
on the stove and heated 
easily and quickly. A signed 
Bacon waffle iron is dis-
played in the basement 
kitchen of Le Roy House.

Tragedy struck the Ba-
con family in 1848, when 
their two young children 
and the fourteen-year-old 
nursemaid died in a fire 
caused by the explosion of 
a camphene lamp. Lath-
rop was so distraught that 
his younger brother gave 
up his law practice to over-
see the foundry. Lathrop 
moved to Rochester and 
established an iron works 
in Ontario. In 1853, he sold 
the Le Roy business to Har-
ry Backus. Bacon became 
president of the Eagle Bank 
in Rochester and then 
moved to England to estab-
lish a very successful busi-
ness in the manufacturing 
of India rubber goods. He 
retired to Italy and unfor-
tunately suffered a debil-
itating stroke. He and his 
wife returned to the United 
States and moved to Michi-
gan where he died in 1878. 
The Bacon family is buried 
in Machpelah Cemetery on 
North Street.

Bacon Street 
and the Bacon 

Foundry
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Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend reg-
ularly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist 
Church a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am 
and our Sunday worship service typically includes sing-

ing a mix of both traditional and contemporary songs 
and hymns, a children’s message, and a sermon from the 

Word of God. 
  

First Baptist Church of Le Roy
5 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am. 

  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
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The Thrift Shop is now open on Tuesdays from 
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Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy • (585) 768-8980

office@Le Royumcny.org • www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
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are available at every service.
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YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy • (585) 768-6543
ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org

Mass Times @ OLM:
Saturday Vigil 4:30pm

Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm
Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.

Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm

Weekday: 7:30am Thursday
Mass times may change in the near future.

YouTube Livestream:
youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams

 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

1 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
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First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

By SOL HAUSER
shauser@livingstonnews.com

Rochester-based build-
ing contractor Rochester 
Davis-Fetch’s plans for a 
$1.2 million expansion of its 
Le Roy prefabrication facili-
ty moved forward Thursday, 
as the Genesee County Eco-
nomic Development Center 
board of directors voted to 
set a hearing on a $262,634 
taxpayer incentive package.

Under the deal, GCEDC 
would grant Rochester Da-
vis-Fetch a payment in lieu 
of taxes, or PILOT, agree-
ment worth $198,634, and 
a state and local sales tax 
exemption worth roughly 
$64,000.

The expansion would 
not create any new per-
manent jobs in Le Roy, but 
would allow the company 
to expand its operations, 
which currently employ 17 
Le Roy-based workers but 
see seasonal growth of up to 
roughly 40 workers, Roches-
ter Davis-Fetch CEO Frank 
Kittlinger said Thursday.

In a press release issued 
ahead of the vote, GCEDC 
estimates that the construc-

tion would create a 3-to-1 
local benefit, “including 
construction wages and an 
increase in property tax rev-
enue.”

The new facility — a 
16,500-square-foot build-
ing — would create ad-
ditional capacity for 
Rochester Davis-Fetch’s 
prefabricated metal wall 

and window-glazing op-
erations at its 9 Lent Ave. 
location. It would join an 
existing building the com-
pany bought and renovated 
in 2024, and a pole barn that 
was added later to create 
more capacity.

“Right now, we just keep 
running out of space,” Kit-
tlinger said Thursday. “We 

bought the original building 
roughly two years ago. We 
ran out of space in there, so 
we built a pole barn next to 
it to do our prefab. And now, 
our glass department has 
grown so much, they need 
the room in that other pole 
barn, and now we need an-
other pole barn for prefab. 
We just keep expanding.”

The company is currently 
working on 160 projects, Kit-
tlinger said, including the 
Graduate Hotel in Syracuse, 
Marine Drive Apartments in 
Buffalo and the Fairlife milk 
processing plant in Webster.

Kittlinger said he foresees 
more growth to come, as cli-
ents choose the faster, less 
labor-intensive building 
process enabled by prefab-
rication.

“That’s really what this 
new building would be for, 
is to really keep pushing 
the prefab and to be more 
innovative, to build these 
big projects offsite, inside 
the building,” he said. “The 
customers love it. At MCC 
[Monroe Community Col-
lege], instead of having 15, 
20 guys framing up the exte-
rior of the building, we build 
it in the facility, the exterior 
walls. We ship them out on 
tractor trailers, and then you 

only need five guys on site, 
and we just set the panels. 
The schedule is really quick, 
so I think it’s just going to 
keep taking off.”

He said Le Roy’s location 
between Rochester and Buf-
falo has proven to be a ben-
efit for the company, whose 
service area ranges from 
Lake Ontario to the Penn-
sylvania border. But without 
GCEDC subsidies, he said, 
the project would likely 
have to go on hold.

“Without it, we may not 
move forward right now,” he 
said. “With the cost of con-
struction, it’s very expen-
sive.”

GCEDC has not yet 
scheduled a public hearing 
on the incentives, but in 
its press release before the 
vote, the agency said the 
hearing would be held with-
in the village of Le Roy.

GCEDC Moves Toward Subsidy for Rochester Davis-Fetch Expansion
Company seeks to add a third building at its Le Roy facility

SOL HAUSER/THE DAILY NEWS
Rochester Davis-Fetch CEO Frank Kittlinger speaks at Thursday’s Genesee County 
Economic Development Center Board of Directors meeting

at that level? Isn’t that the 
whole point?”

On the public petition it-
self though many comment-
ers showed support, arguing 
a “let them play” perspec-
tive.

“Let athletes compete at 
a higher level when they be-
long there,” Luke from Cor-
fu wrote. “When you hold 
a younger athlete back to 
compete with athletes that 
aren’t at their level it hurts 
their development and actu-
ally discourages athletes that 
aren’t on their level yet.”

Another commenter ex-
pressed how in their opin-
ion, changing this rule pro-
motes equity for female 
athletes.

“Equity in girls sports is 
important,” Kristi from West 

Henrietta wrote. “Section V 
rules should be adhered to in 
all districts.”

Matt Wojtaszczyk ex-
pressed a similar viewpoint, 
and hoped the change.org 
petition would get the com-
munity on board.

“Change is needed, and 
it begins with our commu-
nity voicing the desire for 
equal opportunities for our 
budding athletes,” Matt Wo-
jtaszczyk said.

The vote by the board 
of education took place at 

2 p.m. on Tuesday, with the 
measure passing 6-1 and fi-
nally creating a path for sev-
enth and eighth graders to 
play on JV and varsity.

The measure passing does 
not mean that anyone who 
wants to play up can just do 
so freely, as guidelines in-
cluding a coach’s request 
and recommendation, a try 
out and the athletic direc-
tor’s approval all must be 
met before a prospective 
seventh or eighth grade ath-
lete can play on JV or varsity.

However, the opportuni-
ty is there now for Annabel-
la to pursue a program that 
her and her father feel more 
comfortable participating 
in, and Matt Wojtaszczyk is 
thankful.

“At least now the oppor-
tunity exists for our young 
athletes,” Matt Wojtaszczyk 
wrote.

“I have sent communica-
tions to Chief Greg Kellogg, 
and the mayor and I have 
discussed it, and I’ve also 
discussed it with Genesee 
County Sheriffs that should 
the village dissolve, the town 
of Le Roy will absolutely 
maintain the police force. 
The board is unanimous on 
that,” Farnholz said.

But even with this guar-
antee in mind, issues sur-
rounding the police depart-
ment and its involvement 
with the town will potentially 
continue be a key issue long 
before the dissolution vote 
occurs.

As it currently sits, the Le 
Roy Police Department re-
tains around a $1.3 million 
dollar budget, which the 
town contributes around 
$80,000 to in order to receive 
services that would other-
wise be reserved for village 
residents only.

To Mayor Rogers, that split 
in contribution might not be 
sustainable for much longer, 
and negotiations on a new 
rate will be a big part of the 
upcoming town budget.

“Look at the price of gas 
and everything else, it’s just 
not fair to the taxpayers in 
the village to give them (in 
the town) the same services,” 
Rogers said. “That whole 
contract needs to be thought 
out.”

Mayor Rogers empha-
sized that a higher town con-
tribution rate will have to be 
met, otherwise the village 
board could explore moving 
the police back to being a vil-
lage only service.

“I’m not going to give you 
an exact number, but I will 
tell you I’m going to be nego-
tiating a higher rate,” Rogers 
said. “We’re going to have 
to.”

Supervisor Farnholz said 
he expected the rates to go 
up, as they have every year 

since the deal was first made, 
and that the town board is 
committed to the safety of its 
residents by doing what they 
can to maintain the police 
presence.

“Our contribution has 
gone up every year since we 
started expanding the police 
presence. I would fully ex-
pect it would go up again. It’s 
like anything else. It’s a nego-
tiation,” Farnholz said.

“Overall, the purpose of 
this at its inception was to 
provide the safest possible 
environment for residents of 
the town and the village. And 
that means that if there’s an 
emergency, that the closest 
car responds to an emer-
gency,” Farnholz contin-
ued. “Those are the kinds 
of things when you look at 
safety of everybody that you 
just make it work and we’ll 
do that.”

Even with the looming 
concerns regarding the po-
lice department, Mayor 
Rogers mentioned that no 
matter the circumstance, 
getting 66 percent of the vil-

lage to come together to vote 
on anything is a tough task in 
and of itself.

“It’s hard to get 66 per-
cent of the people agree on 
anything,” Rogers said. “So, 
it would have to be a really 
good deal where everybody 
was happy on all sides for it 
to go through.”

If the eventual village ref-
erendum vote doesn’t pass, 
Mayor Rogers sees this as the 
final attempt to try and dis-
solve the village.

“At least we did the exer-
cise of going through and 
tried it and to see if it was 
something that the people 
wanted,” Rogers said. “It’s all 
about what the people want. 
Quite honestly, if they want 
it and they’re willing to pay 
for it, I’ll give them whatever 
they want. That’s my job.”

From the town’s perspec-
tive, despite its residents fac-
ing a bit of a tough situation, 

Supervisor Farnholz guaran-
teed that whether the village 
dissolves or not, there will 
never be a reduction in pro-
vided services.

“Moving forward, we 
would try and mitigate that 
as best we could,” Farnholz 
said. “Trying to provide ser-
vices with the town and the 
village and moving in that 
direction as best we could 
to mitigate the tax impact on 
everybody. What that looks 
like at this point, we don’t 
know. But things we can 
guarantee is, people will not 
see a reduction in services. 
That that’s whether (the vil-
lage) consolidates or wheth-
er it dissolves or not. That is 
an absolute. There will not be 
a reduction in services. Their 
roads will be taken care of, 
the police department will 
continue, the DPWs (De-
partment of Public Works) 
will continue.”

Dissolution
From A1

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
A measure passed by the Le Roy Board of Education on 
Tuesday will now allow a path for seventh and eighth 
graders to participate in JV and varsity sports.

Sports
From A1

Check out our store
to see what obituary
keepsakes we sell!

NewsKeepsake.com/Pages/Batavia-News
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Saturday, August 15
3pm

Open House to Celebrate
Join us as we celebrate an 

incredible milestone for the 
LeRoy United Methodist 

Church! We are honored to 
have been officially listed on 
the National Register of His-
toric Places, and we would 

love for you to be part of this 
special occasion.

Le Roy United Methodist 
Church

10 Trigon Park, Le Roy 
•

4pm
The Brian Meetup

The Inaugural Brian Meet-
up: Are you ready to make 
history? We are calling all 

Brians to join us for the 
first-ever Brian Meetup 
in downtown Batavia! If 

your name is pronounced 
Brian. We know that instant 

connection that happens 
every time we meet another 
Brian, and now it’s time to 

see if we can get 100+ Brians 
together for some good fun.

Eli Fish Brewing Co.
111 Main St., Batavia 

• 
4pm

August 15th at The ROCK
If you haven’t been to 

Limerock Speedway lately 
we suggest you remedy that 

A.S.A.P.! The drivers work 
hard to put on a great show 
each week while chasing 

the coveted checkered 
flag. This Saturday’s racing 

features All Metal Works 

Winged 600s, Planter Box 
Direct Wingless 600s, 270s, 

Restricted 600s and Quarter 
Midgets.

Non-Member Pit Pass 
Pricing:

ALL Drivers - $35
11 yrs and up - $35

Non-Driver 10 yrs and 
under - $15

We are a CASH ONLY 
facility.

Live timing and scoring can 
be accessed via Speedhive.

Share this post with your 
friends and help us to pack 

the stands!
Limerock Speedway

21 Flint Hill Rd., Caledonia 
• 

Sunday, August 16
2 - 8pm

Painting at Tracy B’s
Join us at Tracy B’s for a 
drink with friends while 

painting!
*Step-by-step painting guid-

ed by a local artist
*Choose your wooden sign 

design
*Complimentary drink from 

the bar included
*Take home your very own 

masterpiece
Sunday, August 16th at 2:00

Must Register
$42 per painter

Smokin’ Eagle BBQ
7 Main St., Le Roy 

•

Saturday, August 22
11am

Liz Green Memorial  
Golf Tournament

Registration Begins at 11am
Shotgun Start at 12noon
Dinner & Raffles at 5pm
$125 Per Foursome In-

cludes...
(4) person scramble

18 holes
Dinner 

TO REGISTER or SPONSOR 
THE EVENT...

Email: eegreen.13@gmail.
com

Call or Text: 585-409-5967 
(Erin)

Le Roy Country Club
7733 Route 5, Le Roy NY

• 
5pm

Masquerade Gala
Enjoy an evening of mys-
tery, fine dining, dancing, 

and supporting a great 
cause. 5:00pm Cocktails, 
6:00pm Dinner, 8:00pm 

Party with the Something 
Else Band. Tickets and table 
sponsorships are available 
by calling 494-1621. Formal 
attire. All proceeds benefit 
Gillam Grant Community 

Center.
Gillam Grant  

Community Center
6966 W. Bergen Rd., Bergen

•

Sunday, August 23
2 - 5pm

Wilmot Warrior Weekend 
Guest Bartending  

Fundraiser
Every year, my Wilmot War-
rior Weekend team rides 25 
miles to help raise money 

for cancer research and sur-
vivorship programs for our 

region! My teammate Kyle 
and I will be guest bartend-
ing at Tracy B’s, on Sunday, 

August 23 and donating 
100% of all tips to support 

this mission.
Live music starts at 3pm by 

local artist Rich Hancy.
Limited food is provided by 

Alex’s Place.
Please join us for an after-
noon of ice-cold drinks, 
good times and a great 

cause!
Huge shout out to Tracy and 
Jimmy for opening up their 

amazing brewery for this 
event. We are so grateful!

Tracy B’s Market 
and Farm Brewery

8041 E. Main Rd., Le Roy NY

•

Saturday - Sunday  
September 5-6

Starting 2pm on Sept. 5
Ending 9pm on Sept. 6

2026 Wings Over Batavia 
Air Show

We’re thrilled to share that 
the show will be back Sep-
tember 5 & 6 to light up the 

night above Batavia Airport!
Wings Over Batavia has 
become the area’s can’t-

miss event of the summer, 
always featuring world-

class performers putting on 
breathtaking displays. The 
performances begin in the 

late afternoon and continue 
into the evening, conclud-
ing with our iconic pyro-

musical. And with this year 
being the 250th anniversary 
of the United States, we’ll be 
taking our show to historical 

heights to celebrate!
Tickets are on sale now! 

Check out our website to 
get yours today! https://
wingsoverbatavia.com/

tickets/
Genesee County Airport
4701 E. Saile Dr., Batavia

•

Sat. Sept. 12
Whole Day

Le Roy Community Wide 
Garage Sale

Nancy Crocker and Mollie 
Mart are looking to add 
more addresses to the 

LeRoy community garage 
sale list on September 12! 
Add your name by con-

tacting her at 585-314-7982 
or emailing nancycrock-

er619@gmail.com
Don’t wait! Let’s make this 

bigger than ever!
Village of Le Roy

Le Roy, NY
_________________

ONGOING:
•

Mondays
6 - 10pm

Modern Monday
$10 entry (includes 1 boost-

er pack of current set)
Weekly event:

Sign-ups begin at 5:00 pm
Round 1 begins promptly 

at 6 pm
Players entering after 6 pm 
will receive a round 1 loss

Format: Modern  
Constructed. 3 rounds

Prizes: Go 3-0 and get $15 in 
Store Credit!

Go 2-1 and get $5 in Store 
Credit!

Additional prizes will be 
awarded based upon 1st, 

2nd, 3rd place running lead-
er board for this event and 

set. Final day will be last  
Monday prior to pre-release 

of the next set.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy
•

Tuesdays
6 - 8pm

Weekly Flesh & Blood 
Armory

We would love to offer the 
community FaB at our 

play space. We are open to 
hosting whatever people are 
interested in playing! Bring 

a friend or group on out 
and enjoy yourselves! Top 6 

prizes.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy 
•

Wednesdays
6:30 - 7:30pm

Join the Crafty Crafters
Official Start Date of the 

Crafty Crafters, Wednesday, 
September 2nd at 6:30 pm 

at York Baptist Church in the 

gathering room! Everyone is 
welcome, from beginner to 

expert! All ages are welcome 
to participate. Please bring 
your own knitting, crochet-
ing, quilting, and embroi-
dery materials, and a good 

“yarn” to spin!
First Baptist Church
5 E. Main St., Le Roy 

•

Thursdays
5 - 8pm

From May 21st 
to September 10th

Cruisin’ at the Corral
Come Showcase Your Pride 
& Joy! ... and relax with the 
Cruiser fellowship of Crui-
sin’ at the Corral Join us for 
one of Western New York’s 

finest displays of classic 
cars, trucks & motorcycles! 
FUN FOR ALL !!! Old Cars 
• New Cars • Sports Cars 
• Muscle Cars Trucks • 

Motorcycles • Specialty Cars 
INFO: - Some come early, 
some stay late! - Most ve-

hicles arrive between 5:15-
5:45pm - This is a relaxed 

event of Cruiser fellowship. - 
Please wait for an attendant 
to be present before parking 

in the field. - Join us in the 
stage area around 6:30pm

Charcoal Corral & 
Silver Lake Twin Drive-In

7037 Chapman Ave., 
Perry NY

•

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering

People are welcome to 
come (in pairs or groups) 
anytime during our busi-
ness hours (1-7pm) and 
play free play. Sign up for 

the event through the WPN 
event link website. People 
are welcome to do this any 
day (Mon-Sun) between 
1-7pm. D&D, Pokémon, 

YuGiOh, or any other family 
friendly game play also wel-
comed in our game room! 
Contact us via call or text if 

you have any questions
(585) 356-7579

Dio’s Eclectic Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

1. U.S. STATES: Which two states 
do not observe Daylight Saving Time?

2. ANATOMY: How many valves 
does the human heart have?

3. MATH: What comes after a tril-
lion?

4. GEOGRAPHY: What is the lon-
gest river in Europe?

5. TELEVISION: What is the name 
of the hospital in the sitcom “Scrubs”?

6. HISTORY: Which empire did 
Genghis Khan rule?

7. LITERATURE: Which chil-
dren’s book features a character called 
Augustus Gloop?

8. ART: Who painted the famous 
work titled “Guernica”?

9. MOVIES: In which film does Sid-
ney Poitier’s character say, “They call 
me Mr. Tibbs”?

10. ASTRONOMY: What is the 
smallest planet in our solar system?

Answers
1. Arizona and Hawaii.
2. Four.
3. Quadrillion.
4. The Volga River.
5. Sacred Heart Hospital.
6. The Mongol Empire.
7. “Charlie and the Chocolate Facto-

ry.”
8. Pablo Picasso.
9. “In the Heat of the Night.”
10. Mercury.
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Coaches – We Want Your Game Recaps!
Had a big win? Standout performance? Milestone moment?

Send your game recaps, stats, and
photos directly to our Sports Department at

SZerillo@BataviaNews.com for publication consideration.

Be sure to include:
•Final score  •Complete player stats
•Highlights of the game •Your name and contact information

Help us highlight your athletes and celebrate local sports in our community!
Email: SZerillo@BataviaNews.com

LWG SPORTS INSIDER

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

The first event at the new 
Highmark Stadium saw 
over 51,000 fans pack in 
for the ‘Return of the Red & 
Blue’ scrimmage on Satur-
day night.

The full marvels of the 
team’s new home were on 
full display with fans in at-
tendance, and cornerback 
Christian Benford’s first 
impressions left him as im-
pressed as anybody.

“I was like, ‘Dang, this is 
nice.’ They got money for 
real, for real; that’s what I 
was really thinking. But I 
walked in, there were like 
fans lined up. I had my 
headphones on, I’m on 
TikTok, I’m scrolling, and 
I just look up like, ‘Okay, 
wow.’ I said, ‘ Where am I 
going? XYZ pointed. I see 
stuff in the stadium, I’m 
like, damn. Like inside, this 
is nice. Go to lunch, nice. I 
said, ‘Okay, this is caliber, 
this is nice.’ I said, ‘Where 
the locker room at?’ Man, 
I go in the locker room, I 
took the phone out quick. 
You know, like the dads 
watching their kids play, 
that’s how I was. It was epic 
though to see this first-
hand.”

Spencer Brown was a big 
fan of the new grass field at 
the stadium.

“Perfect. I love it. I might 
sleep out here tonight, ac-
tually,” he said.

The canopy portion of 
the roof was also tested 
early with rain falling heav-
ily during team drills later 
in practice. But that didn’t 
slow down the excitement 
or enthusiasm from the 
crowd or the players, as it 
was clearly a success for 
the first event at the stadi-
um.

Josh Allen took in the 
scenes before practice with 
a lap of the stadium where 
he played catch with young 
fans in attendance. Allen, 
along with all of the quar-
terbacks and specialists, 
wore the new ‘Nickel City’ 
jerseys on Saturday night, 
and I must say that I still 
came away underwhelmed 
with the look of the team’s 
new digs.

As for on the field, the 
practice left the team with a 
couple of injury concerns. 
Center Connor McGov-
ern went down after a play 
where Benford picked off 
Josh Allen in team drills. 
He walked off gingerly 
alongside trainers after 
staying down on the back-
side of the field for a couple 
of minutes. Brown didn’t 
have a great look at the 
play but hopes it’s a minor 
tweak for his offensive line-
mate.

“You gotta know your 
limitations on speed, I 
think,” Brown said. I don’t 

know exactly what hap-
pened, but usually in those 
situations, hopefully it’s 
just a little something. But 
I hope he’ll be fine. He’s a 
warrior.”

Lloyd Cushenberry and 
Sedrick Van-Pran Grang-
er both took reps at cen-
ter the rest of the way, and 
there were a few botched 
exchanges after McGovern 
exited. Brady talked about 
the importance of that po-
sition after practice.

“The center position 
outside of the quarterback 
is the hardest position on 
the offensive side of the 
ball,” Brady said. “You got 
to do everything. And look, 
there’s a lot that comes 
with just the nuances of 
Josh and how you can take 
a snap from Josh and the 
timing of when you got a 
new center in the game 
and understanding the 
cadence and being able to 
understand it and see it. 
And you know the fact that 
we have a guy like Lloyd 
who has a lot of stripes and 
has played a lot of football. 
You got a guy like Sed that 
has been progressing as 
he’s been here. We have a 
lot of confidence in that. 
Credit Beane; in these sit-

uations, we have guys that 
aren’t just rookies having 
to go in there and go with it. 
But look, I don’t want any-
body to ever get injured, 
but when we go through 
this, it’s real; that’s what 
happens in games. And the 
guy like Lloyd or Seb just 
going in, not blinking, and 
you just got to call the game 
and roll.”

Running back Ty John-
son also left with an injury 
during 1-on-1 drills in a 
route against linebacker 
Joe Andressen. Johnson 
went down after cutting 

into the middle of the field 
and went down grabbing 
the back of his right leg.

Bills head coach Joe 
Brady did not have an up-
date on either player fol-
lowing practice.

Cole Bishop, who en-
joyed a great practice, also 
seemed to make an early 
exit, but there was no in-
dication he suffered any 
injury of note. Other play-
ers who did not practice at 
all on Saturday included 
cornerback Maxwell Hair-
ston, who missed a second 
straight day with Brady 
saying the team was being 
‘precautionary’ on Friday.

Punter Mitch Wish-
nowsky also missed action 
on Saturday. That allowed 
rookie Tommy Doman to 
handle all punting and 
holding duties on Satur-
day, and he may pull away 
with the job if Wishnowsky 
doesn’t get back quickly.

Elsewhere in the special 
teams day, kicker Tyler 
Bass went 8-for-8 on field 
goals Saturday, all under 
50 yards. In just his second 
public kicking appearance 
of the offseason, it was a 

good sign for Bass to put to-
gether a strong night.

Allen did not have his 
best stuff on Saturday 
night, throwing several 
interceptions. The afore-
mentioned Benford pick 
did have a flag thrown for 
pass interference, but Al-
len had a Josh Palmer drop 
turn into a Damar Hamlin 
interception, a Bishop pick 
during 1-on-1 drills and 
a Dee Alford pick during 
team drills. One play be-
fore the Alford takeaway, 
Allen had a pass go right 
through the hands of line-
backer Keonta Jenkins.

Still, the former MVP 
flashed plenty, including 
deep strikes to DJ Moore 
and Khalil Shakir, and a 

perfectly thrown corner 
route to Dalton Kincaid 
that garnered big cheers 
from the crowd. Moore 
specifically continues his 
sensational camp and 
looks more and more like 
the answer to the team’s 
question of having a No. 1 
receiver.

In the secondary, un-
drafted rookie Kani Walker 
and second-year nickel Jor-
dan Hancock continue to 
stack days, with both flash-
ing with pass breakups 
in practice on Saturday. 
Brady praised Walker fol-
lowing Saturday’s practice.

“Outstanding size, he 
just goes, he’s getting reps 
with the ones too,” Brady 
said. “He’s going in special 
teams. He has length and 
physicality. I know Jay had 
some experience with him 
prior to coming here, but 
you get any of these guys 
from necessarily small-
er schools, but undrafted. 
To them to come into this 
and not blink and not care 
if they’re going against 
DJ Moore or Joe Brady. 
And it’s been a lot of fun 
to watch. They’re going to 
go through growing pains, 
right? I think any rookie 
feels like, ‘Man, I want to 
be perfect.’ And you have to 
know that you’re not going 
to be perfect in these situ-
ations and not making the 
same mistake twice. And 
I think that’s what’s pret-
ty cool about some of the 
young corners.”

Buffalo will enjoy a Sun-
day off day and practice 
back in Orchard Park on 
Monday. The team kicks off 
the preseason at home at 
1 p.m. Saturday against the 
Carolina Panthers.

Bills Open Highmark Stadium With ‘Return of Red & Blue’
Injury concerns, Bass perfect, up-and-down for Allen, roster battles continue

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
A look from field level of the New Highmark Stadium.

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Bills quarterback Josh Allen points into the crowd as he plays catch with fans before practice.

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Bills quarterback Josh Allen tosses the ball into the 
stands to a fan.
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By KENYA PETT Y
Associate Editor of Special Sections

From homemade Ger-
man food to live music, 
Attica GermanFest is once 
again preparing to fill the 
village with traditions that 
have brought residents to-
gether for decades.

The Attica GermanFest 
is returning for its 15th 
anniversary and this year, 
there will be more food, 
more beer and even more 
fun, according to organiz-
ers.

Hosted by the Attica Li-
ons Club, GermanFest will 
take place from 4 to 9 p.m. 
Aug. 29 at Attica Memorial 
Park on Exchange Street. 
The event raises money to 
support various local or-
ganizations and charities. 
Throughout the last 15 
years, it has raised more 
than $175,000 for commu-
nity projects in Attica and 
surrounding areas.

What started as just a 
brainstormed idea from 
the members of the Lions 
Club has now transitioned 
into an event that brought 
together more than 800 
people last year.

“After 15 years, we’ve 
been getting better and 
better. A variety of different 
guys putting their heads 
together all brought their 
strengths together to make 
it one good event,” said 
Luke Harding, past presi-

dent and board member of 
the Attica Lions Club.

As a third-generation 
member, Harding spoke 
about how GermanFest is 
one of those longstanding 
events that made it through 
the pandemic, and how the 
experience itself is reward-
ing.

The 2026 sponsors in-
clude Ciurzynski Con-
sulting LLC, Montante, J 
W Danforth, Stream Data 
Center, Geis Companies, 
Graham Corporation and 
Resolute Wealth Plan-

ning. Proceeds from this 
event will benefit the Fire 
Department Ambulance 
Fund, Attica American Le-
gion, the Attica Food Pan-
try and much more. Funds 
will also help to maintain 
the downtown clock, flow-
er boxes, the electric sign 
and local park facilities.

This year’s festival will 
feature Biergarten/Beer 
Gardens for attendees to 
enjoy German and domes-
tic beers while socializing 
with friends and family. 
The Genesee Valley Band 
will return for another year 

to play German and Euro-
pean favorites and a mix 
of popular American mu-
sic between the 1930s and 
1960s. For the second year 
in a row, they’re bringing 
back the Beer Stein Hold-
ing Contest, a traditional 
strength test where com-
petitors hold a one-liter 
glass directly in front of 
them for as long as possi-
ble.

The Attica Lions Club 
will provide homemade 
German food such as 
bratwurst,  knockwurst, 
sauerkraut and German 

potato pancakes. If that’s 
not your thing, there will 
also be hot dogs, ham-
burgers, desserts, wine and 
more.

GermanFest is run by 
volunteers from the Lions 
Club and made possible 
through donations and 
sponsorships. Luke em-
phasized the club’s grati-
tude and appreciation for 
all of its sponsors.

“There would be no 
event without them. We 
want to give a big thank you 
to all of our sponsors,” said 

Harding.
For the Lions Club, Ger-

manFest is about more 
than celebrating German 
heritage. It is an opportuni-
ty to celebrate the commu-
nity together and continue 
a tradition that has become 
a summer favorite in Atti-
ca. The doors for this fam-
ily-friendly event open at 
3:30 on Aug. 29. The cost is 
$5 for ages 21 and older, $3 
for those younger than 21 
years old, and free for those 
12 and younger.
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Proud to celebrate Attica German Fest!
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Attica GermanFest brings community together

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
Marianna Gonzalez of the Genesee Valley Band plays 
the accordion at the 2025 Attica Lions’ Germanfest.

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
Shirley Schlossin of Clarence and Carl Trobetta of Franklinville dance to the music at 
the 2025 Germanfest.

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
The Alpengrun & Heidengold German Dancers of Rochester perform a dance selection at the 15th annual Germanfest in August 2025.

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
The Genesee Valley Band performs at the 2025 annual Attica Germanfest.


