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LATHAN
ROLL-OFF SERVICE

LEROY, N.Y.

585-768-7806
www.blue-dumpster.com

Residential & Commercial
Lawn Maintenance • Custom Landscapes • Walkways

Retaining Walls • Patios • Ponds
Authorized Unilock & Versalock Contractor

24 Hour Snowplowing • Shoveling • Salting
John Morrill - Owner

(585) 768-6578
www.bubbaslandscape.net

81 Lake Street LeRoy, NY 14482
info@bubbaslandscape.net

We’ve Been Creating Beautiful 
Landscapes Since 1994

Fully Insured

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
Associate Editor for
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

An area 7-year-old recent-
ly got a big surprise and an 
unexpected friendship with 
the Bu� alo Bills.

Colson, who lives in Le 
Roy, was surprised at a re-
cent Bu� alo Bills autograph 
signing by the Bills organiza-
tion, Dick’s Sporting Goods 
of Henrietta, and the event’s 
organizers. � ey gave him a 
special gift basket from the 
team, and he got to spend 
time with former and cur-
rent Bills players Khalil Sha-
kir, Tommy Doyle, and Dal-
ton Kincaid.

Phillip Niccloy, a beloved 
member of the Le Roy com-
munity and Colson’s father, 
passed away unexpectedly 
in early May. In the wake of 
the tough time for Colson’s 
family, his grandmother, 
Robin Niccloy, wanted to 
take Colson to see some Bills 
players who were doing an 
autograph signing at a Dick’s 
Sporting Goods in Henrietta, 
an event that Colson origi-
nally planned to attend with 
his father.

Robin wanted to make 

sure that Colson still got a 
chance to go to the auto-
graph signing. � e problem 
was, only the � rst 250 peo-
ple were going to be given a 
wristband and allowed in to 
get an autograph and meet 
the players.

Robin was determined to 
� nd a way to secure a wrist-
band for Colson, and make 
the day as special for him as 
possible.

Robin reached out to the 
group Ma� a Babes, a non-
profit organization which 
aims to bring female Bu� alo 
Bills fans together. After Ma-
� a Babes heard Robin and 
Colson’s story, they reached 
out to another organization, 
Sweet Bu� alo, to see if they 
would be able to help secure 
a wristband for Colson at the 
event.

Kimberly LaRussa, the 
founder of Sweet Buffalo, 
reached out to the Dick’s 
Sporting Goods to see what 
she could do for Colson, and 
the response she got in re-
turn blew her away.

“I’m in the Mafia Babes 
group, and I did see the post 
about Colson’s Dad,” LaRus-
sa said. “One of the Mafia 

Babes members tagged me 
in the post and said, ‘do you 
think you could help this 
young man, he wants to meet 
the two Bu� alo Bills players 
at Dick’s Sporting Goods?’ I 
said sure, I’ll give it a try.”

LaRussa and Sweet Buf-
falo got to work right away 
trying to secure some wrist-
bands for Colson and his 
grandmother, and she 
reached out to the Dick’s 
Sporting Goods that was 
hosting the event to see what 
she could � nd out.

Colson’s grandmother 
Robin’s initial efforts to 
secure a wrist band very 
quickly grew into something 
much larger and more amaz-
ing than anybody involved 
could have ever expected.

� e store’s employees told 
LaRussa they would do ev-
erything they could to help, 
but that there were event or-
ganizers outside the store’s 
sta�  and management, and 
they would have to run it by 
them � rst.

Luckly, the organizers of 
the event happened to be 
at the store right at the time 
LaRussa made her call, so 
she was able to talk to them 

very quickly.
After the organizers heard 

Colson’s story, and why 
Sweet Buffalo was reach-
ing out to them, they took 
down LaRussa and Colson’s 
family’s information and 
told them that the day of the 
event they could come right 
up to the front, and some 
sta�  would make sure that 
Colson got to meet the play-
ers.

“� at was nice enough in 
itself, because when I orig-
inally called, I just wanted 
to make sure they could get 
a wristband,” LaRussa said. 
“However, the organizers 
of the event and the Bu� alo 
Bills players went above and 
beyond for Colson.”

� e � rst day of the event, 
Colson and his grandmother 
got to go right in in and meet 
the players, spending time 
with former Bills OT Tommy 
Doyle and current Bills TE 
Dalton Kincaid.

Colson got to get a few au-
tographs and took a few pic-
tures with the players. Little 
did the family know, this was 
just the beginning of what 
the Bills were going to do for 
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Defeat in Overtime
Le Roy Varsity Basebell defeats Livonia 
During Final Game of Regular Season
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Purple Heart
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of Fallen Service Member
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Bu� alo Bills Make Event Extra Special for Local 7-Year-Old

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROBIN NICCLOY
Colson got to spend the entire second day of the event 
hanging out with Bu� alo Bills WR Khalil Shakir.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROBIN NICCLOY
Colson with Bu� alo Bills TE Dalton Kincaid.
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PHOTOS BY BEN BEAGLE
John standing with Village of Le Roy Trustee Jim Bonac-
quisti, along with Le Roy HS graduates Nathan Yauch-
zee & Evan Williams.

PHOTOS BY BEN BEAGLE
John holing the key to the village, which was present-
ed to him at the ceremony. Le Roy HS graduate Evan 
Williams is behind him.

John Bolton Lifetime Achievement Gala

PHOTOS BY BEN BEAGLE
John holding his key to the village and his lifetime 
achievement award.

PHOTOS BY BEN BEAGLE
John with Beth Hooker, his � rst music teacher at Le Roy 
CSD.

PHOTOS BY BEN BEAGLE
Le Roy HS graduate Jack 
Diskin performs at the 
event.

PHOTO BY SAMUEL ZERILLO
John standing with Sue Matzat. The pair performed 
together in the 1980 Le Roy High School production of 
“The Wiz,” where John played the Scarecrow and Sue 
played Dorothy.

PHOTO BY SAMUEL ZERILLO
John Bolton with current and former Le Roy High 
School Students who performed at the event. Left to 
right is Nathan Yauchzee, Aubrey Puccio (holding a 
picture of Evan Williams), Hailey Grasso, John Bolton, 
Andrew Tomidy, & Jack Diskin.

PHOTO BY SAMUEL ZERILLO
Current and former Le Roy HS students perform at the 
Gala for John. Left to right is Hailey Grasso, Aubrey 
Puccio, Suzanne Scott, Jack Diskin, Andrew Tomidy, 
Evan Williams, Nathan Yauchzee.

PHOTO BY SAMUEL ZERILLO
Pictured is the cast of the 1980 Le Roy High School production of “The Wiz.” Left to right is Marny Cleere, Chip Smith, Sue Matzat, Rick Blowers, John Bolton, David Scott.
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By JAYME QUTERMOUS

Join Us on Saturday, 
May 31st for Le Roy Little a 
league night at the Batavia 
Muckdogs Opening Day! 

Starting at 6:30 PM vs the 
Elmira Pioneers at Dwyer 
Stadium. Doors open at 
5:30 PM. All players receive 
FREE tickets and friends/
families are $8.00 ($3.00 
Savings). There will also be 
FREE post-game fireworks!

Players will be able to 
play catch on the field wine 
run out during warmups 
before the game as well. (Be 
at the 3rd base line by 6pm).

All tickets will be left at 
the will call window at the 
stadium and can be picked 

up prior to the game or day 
of game. OFFER EXPIRES 
5/30 and NOT VALID DAY 
OF GAME. Register for 
your tickets here or use the 

QR code: https://can-us-
asports. formstack.com/
forms/leroyll

Questions? Call the 
Muckdogs at 585-524-2260.

37 Myrtle St. - LeRoy, NY 14482
www.derrickmonumentcompany.com

(585) 768-8470

Large Display of Granite Memorials,
Cemetery Lettering and Much More

Derrick Monument Company Inc.
Celebrating 110 Years and 3 Generations

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend regular-
ly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist Church 

a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am and our 
Sunday worship service typically includes singing a mix 

of both traditional and contemporary songs and hymns, a 
children’s message, and a sermon from the Word of God. 

  
First Baptist Church of Le Roy

5 E. Main St., Le Roy
(585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am.

We have a Wednesday Night Bible Study at 5:30pm 
  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
All are welcome to attend our weekly service each Sunday 

at 10:00am, ministered by Rev. David Pepper.
The Thrift Shop is now open on Tuesdays 10:00am - Noon, 

and 4:00 - 5:30pm, and Saturdays 10:00am - Noon. 
Donations may be brought to the church on Monday, 

Wednesday, or Thursday from 9:00am - Noon.
  

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy

(585) 768-8980
office@Le Royumcny.org

www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

  

Living Waters Church
30 Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy
(585) 768-6543

ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org
Mass Times @ OLM:

Saturday Vigil 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm

Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.
Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
Weekday: 7:30am Thursday

Mass times may change in the near future.
YouTube Livestream:

youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams
  

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
1 E. Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

Bob Lathan Jr. and his 
crew have already put 
down close to 20 tons of 
either hot or cold patch 
this spring, it was much 

needed and more to come. 

Monroe county water 

came in and did some ma-

jor fixes on South, North 

and Church St. we have 
plans to bring these streets 
back in tip top shape and 
continue to others, thanks 
for your patience,

The board and code en-
forcement along with vil-
lage attorney Jake Whiting 
are working together to 
put together a system that 
should help with basic 
clean up of unkept prop-
erties, much is in place but 
needs some clarification. 
Property ownership is a 
balance between rights 
of the owner and their 
responsibilities to the 

neighborhoods and com-
munity. It is not our goal to 
cause financial hardship 
to the owner, but to keep 
our community clean. In 
my next column I will have 
any changes and updates.

I wish everyone a Hap-
py Memorial Day, and a 
special “Thank You” to 
our Veterans and those 
who gave all for our coun-
try.

“It’s a dog-eat-dog 
world, and I’m wearing 
milk bone underwear” 

~Norm Peterson from 
Cheers

By PRESS RELEASE
sports@batavianews.com

For all boys looking to continue developing their basketball 
skills, the 22nd annual Cal-Mum Boys Basketball Camp has set 
its dates for this year.

The camp hosted by Cal-Mum boys basketball head coach 
Josh Shelton at Cal-Mum Middle/High School will run from 
Monday, July 14 until Thursday, July 17. It will run from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. each day with doors opening at 8:30 a.m.

The camp is for all boys entering third through eighth grades. 
The cost is $60 with the registration deadline on June 20.

The camp will include a t-shirt, fundamental skill develop-
ment, team skill instruction and positional drills from an expe-
rienced group of coaches and players. Participants will enjoy 
multiple games a day along with foul shooting, hot shot, a 1-on-
1 championships and camp knockout. Camper should bring 
lunch with them each day.

For more information you can contact Josh Shelton at jshel-
ton@cal-mum.org.

Cal-Mum Youth Boys Basketball 
Camp Returns for 22nd Straight Year

PHOTO PROVIDED /CAL-MUM ATHLETICS 
Campers pose with their hardware following the 2024 
Cal-Mum youth basketball camp.

Le Roy Little League Night with the Muckdogs

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
Associate Editor for
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

Coming soon during the 
Oatka Festival this year, 
Jell-O Factory owner and 
founder of Oatka Distill-
ers Earl Funderburk will be 
opening the factory’s doors 
to the public for the first 
time in a long time, as he will 
be hosting vendors within 
his factory space during fes-
tival weekend.

Earl has been hard at 
work these past few years 
making his dream of turn-
ing the historic Jell-O facto-
ry into a distillery a reality. 
He hopes that hosting this 
event within the factory will 
help put more eyes on Oatka 
Distillers, while also simply 
joining in on the fun of Oat-
ka Fest weekend.

“I thought about this for 
a long time. The idea really 
came from thinking of all 
the people that come into 
town that weekend, and it 
was a way to raise awareness 
for my other project,” Earl 
said.

Earl said that the factory 
is a bit off the beaten path, 
however the Jell-O factory 
is a recognizable landmark 
that is along a typical route 
visitors to Le Roy will take 

to get into town for the festi-
val. Plus, it’s not too far away 
from Main Street, which still 
allows for festival goers to 
easily navigate down North 
Street to his vendor fair.

Earl plans on the vendor 
fair opening at 9 AM, before 
the Oatka Festival begins, 
and plans on it closing at 6 
PM, after the Oatka Festival 
closes for the day. His hope 
is that by opening earlier 
than the festival, and closing 
long after the festival does, 
that people traveling to and 
from the Oatka Fest will be 
able to stop by on their way 
in and out of town.

As for what the vendor 
fair at the factory will look 
like, Earl pictures it being 
different from the typical 
vendors you would see at 
the Oatka Fest itself, as in-
stead of the craft vendors 
you see in Trigon Park, he 
wants to welcome the local 
community to sell their own 
items and goods, almost in 
yard sale fashion.

“This is going to hopefully 
be more like a community 
garage sale, with everyone 
selling anything,” Earl said.

Vendors will be able to 
set up in the factory the 
Friday before Oatka Fest 
weekend, and Earl plans to 

have the vendor fair open 
to the public both Saturday 
and Sunday. He thinks that 
anywhere between 30 and 
50 vendors could fit into the 
space he’s set aside for this 
event.

If you have some things 
you’d like to sell and are in-
terested in renting booth 
space in the Jell-O factory 
from Earl during Oatka Fest 
weekend, he can be reached 
by emailing oatka.distill-
ers@gmail.com, or by call-
ing 585-297-9242.

There is a 50-dollar de-

posit required to reserve a 
space for your booth, how-
ever as long as you clean up 
after yourself, the 50 dollars 
will be returned to you after 
the event concludes.

Earl thinks that this could 
be just the beginning of 
hosting events like this in 
the factory, but he will need 
to see how the community 
responds to this one first. 
But if all goes well, vendors 
fairs or farmers markets 
within the Jell-O factory 
could very well become a 
more regular occurrence in 
Le Roy.

Historic Jell-O Factory to Open its Doors 
to the Public During Oatka Fest

Owner Earl Funderburk hopes 
vendor fair will help put eyes 
on his Oatka Distillers project

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS
Front of the historic Jell-O factory on North Street in Le Roy.

Thinking of buying
or selling? Let’s talk! I’m

only a phone call away! Or
stop in my office anytime.
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By MATT SURTEL 
msurtel@batavianews.com

Memorial Day is a time 
where we honor and respect 
those deceased who had 
bravely served our coun-
try as a part of the US armed 
services. Le Roy Weekend 
Gazette staff member Barrett 
Funderburk’s grandfather, 
Raymond Funderburk, was 
a Lieutenant Colonel in the 
United States Army. Ray was 
a highly decorated veteran, 
having earned a Silver Star 
for his service in the Vietnam 
War.

To honor Ray’s memory 
this Memorial Day, we have 
been given permission to 
re-publish an article written 
in 2009 by Batavia Daily News 
reporter Matt Surtel, where 
he interviewed Ray Funder-
burk about his experiences 
during the Vietnam War, and 
his efforts to inspire others 
with his story.

The following article first 
appeared in the Batavia 
Daily News on July 1st, 2009:

Ray Funderburk’s memo-
ries are often too raw to print.

He and his men were in-
volved in the most extreme 
and dangerous journalism 
imaginable during his time 
as Public Information Officer 
with the 9th Infantry Division 
in South Vietnam.

In one particular incident 
— gorier details left out — 
he crawled over a mound of 
dead and dying Vietnamese, 
before wading through hip-

deep mud to a landing craft in 
the Mekong Delta.

That didn’t phase him so 
much as the six body bags 
he then came across. They 
caught his eye as he lay down 
in exhaustion on the vessel.

Each contained a dead sol-
dier, and the experience was 
mentally scarring.

“I just broke down and 
cried,” he said. “I couldn’t 
help it. I just broke down and 
cried.”

Funderburk vowed to 
tell their stories any way he 
could. And an experience 
nearly 40 years later is help-
ing him do that.

He’s now selling limited 
copies of a compact disc to 
raise money for homeless 
veterans.

After continuing his Army 
career and retiring as a lieu-
tenant colonel, Funderburk, 
74, of Le Roy became a mem-
ber of the Military Order of 
the Purple Heart, which is 
open to those who have re-
ceived the medal.

He was naturally chosen to 
serve as the group’s public re-
lations director, and received 
a unusual phone call three 
years ago.

The caller was a junk sales-
man from California who’d 
bought some boxes at an es-
tate sale or somesuch, and 
found a Purple Heart medal 
among them. The award is 
given to military servicemen 
and women who have been 
wounded or died in combat.

The caller wanted to return 

to medal to its owner, so Fun-
derburk told the man to mail 
it to him. He then set about 
tracking its recipient.

“I opened it up, looked on 
the back, and it said ‘Frank 
N. Smith,’” he said. “I said, 
‘Oh no, you don’t know how 
many Smiths there are … I 
first went to all the different 
branches of the services and 
they had no records — a real 
weakness, by the way.”

Funderburk knew a few 
things himself from his mil-
itary service. He guessed the 
medal probably wasn’t from 
World War II or Korea.

He spent about six months 
tracking down its recipient 
and his family.

“I got on the Internet, 
looked up the Vietnam 
Memorial Wall, and there 
he was,” Funderburk said. 
“Frank N. Smith. So then I 
went into the records and 
found he was from Seneca, 
Ohio.”

Funderburk traveled to To-
ledo and got hold of a geneal-
ogy group there. Two women 
agreed to help, and tracked 
Smith’s name to a cemetery.

Smith’s mother and father 
were dead. The woman he 
married before departing 
overseas had moved to Cali-
fornia.

“He had a daughter he 
had never seen,” Funderburk 
said. “(His wife) was pregnant 
when he went to Vietnam.”

Breakthrough came when 
Toledo’s newspaper The 
Blade ran an article about the 

search. It was in turn noticed 
by Smith’s relatives, who 
alerted his daughter.

Funderburk got the medal 
back to her.

“I got emotionally in-
volved,” he said. “Just very 
emotionally involved. So one 
day I sat down and started 
writing.”

He showed the resulting 
poem to his son-in-law Paul 
Dvorak, who’s himself a re-
tired Army colonel and mu-
sician. Dvorak in turn con-
tacted fellow alumni at Texas 
A&M University, who put the 
poem to music.

The sales initially support-
ed the Veterans Affairs Vol-
unteer Services Youth Schol-
arship Fund. Funderburk still 
has about 150 discs left over, 
and will use them to support 
homeless veterans.

“It’s another hot button 
of mine,” he said. “There’s 
165,000 veterans in Western 
New York from all wars … 
Roughly 10 percent of those 
are homeless. They’re having 
a struggle making ends meet 
daily, to exist.”

Many are damaged from 
what they’ve seen and done, 
Funderburk said, adding 
there’s plenty in Batavia with 
no place to go. He said he’d 
like the proceeds from his 
compact disc to go for food, 
shelter, clothing, haircuts, de-
toxification and other basics 
to help them.

“We take them (as young 
men), train them, put them 
in uniform and teach them 
how to fire a weapon,” he 
said. “Then we send them 
into combat and we don’t do 
anything for them.”

Many lost their jobs while 
overseas, or found upon re-
turning that their spouses 
have left. Funderburk said the 
mental torment is present for 
them.

As for Pfc. Smith, Fun-
derburk said his daughter 
cried when he telephoned 
her about the Purple Heart. 
It’s since been returned, and 
relieved him of his burden re-
garding the deceased young 
soldier.

But not Vietnam.
“I’ll never leave the Viet-

nam experience,” Funder-
burk said. “It will never leave 
me. I’ll die with the scenes 
I’ve carried with me my life 
— just like the guys at the 
VA hospital. They’ve got the 
same scenes … It never leaves 
you.”

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to the Le Roy Weekend Gazette

Henry Vishion’s name 
does not appear on the Sol-
diers Monument on Trigon 
Park, but after the war, Henry 
joined the Grand Army of the 
Republic Staunton Post in Le 
Roy and that’s where this sto-
ry begins. Recently his name, 
like the other members of the 
Le Roy GAR, was added to 
the 35-star flag which will be 
flown at the Soldiers’ Monu-
ment on Memorial Day. That 
flag has 309 names of the men 
who fought during the Civil 
War. But now, the 310th name 
will be added, and it will be a 
woman — — Mary Vishion, 
Henry Vishion’s wife, who 

followed her husband to Vir-
ginia as a nurse.

The story of Henry Vish-
ion and his wife Mary has 
been pieced together with 
help from Trish Riggi at the 
Woodward Library. From the 
records of the GAR post, en-
listment papers, newspaper 
articles, cemetery records, 
and census records.

On April 8, 1861, Henry 
Vishion married sixteen year 
old Mary Gray. Henry was 
born in 1841 in Elmore, Ver-
mont. He moved to Roches-
ter when he was young. Mary 
Gray was born in Cuylerville 
on May 2, 1845. Her parents 
were James and Abbie Gray, 
and not much is known about 

her early life. After Henry 
and Mary were married, they 
lived on a farm in Batavia. A 
year and a half after they were 
married, on August 13, 1862, 
Henry enlisted at Bethany as 
a Private in Company M of 
the 22nd New York Battery for 
three years. Henry’s enlist-
ment record indicates that he 
was a farmer with black hair, 
black eyes, a dark complex-
ion and stood 5’ 7” tall. Com-
pany M was attached to the 
defense of Washington, D.C. 
north of the Potomac River. 
Six months after Henry left for 
Washington, Mary decided to 
follow him and she became a 
nurse in the comapny hospi-
tal. These hospitals were usu-
ally field hospitals, often set 
up in tents. The nurses cared 
for soldiers sick with disease 
as well as those wounded in 
battle.

During the Civil War, over 
5000 women served as nurses 
and very few of them had any 
training. Most people have 
heard of Clara Barton, who 
was nicknamed the “Angel of 
the Battleground.” She had 
no training as a nurse and 
she faced opposition from 
the War Department and 
many field surgeons, but by 
August 1862, she was grant-
ed permission to work on the 
front lines, supplying ban-
dages, food and clothing. At 
the Battle of Antietam, faced 
with the shortage of bandag-
es, she used cornhusks to 
dress wounds. She was heard 

to say “I shall remain here 
while anyone remains and do 
whatever comes to my hand. 
I may be compelled to face 
danger, but never fear it, and 
while our soldiers can stand 
and fight, I can stand and feed 
and nurse them.”

Not much is known about 
Mary Vishion’s assignment 
as a nurse in her husband’s 
regimental hospital, but she 
served for 15 months until 
her husband left for the front. 
She returned home to Beth-
any for a short time and then 
returned to her duties as a 
nurse. Henry served through 
the war with the 22nd Battery 
after it was assigned to the 
9th Heavy Artillery and he 
saw several military engage-
ments, although he never 
mentioned his time in battle. 
Mary continued nursing un-
til her husband’s discharge in 
Washington on September 
27, 1865.

After the war, Henry and 
Mary lived on a farm in Beth-
any. In 1867, they had a son 
William who they called “Wil-
lie.” He died when he was six. 
In 1873 they had a daughter 
Minnie who tragically died 
when she was seven. Both 
children are buried in the 
Fairview Cemetery in Pavil-
ion Center. Henry and Mary 
then moved to Le Roy for 17 
years. Henry worked in the 
hardware store of Taintor, 
Howard, and Lampson on 
Main Street. For a while they 
lived in Buffalo and then 

moved back to Batavia. The 
local newspaper included the 
announcement of their 60th 
wedding Anniversary. The 
newspaper noted that Henry 
was pretty ill at the time

and shortly after on July 
11,1921, Henry died. Beside 
Mary, he was survived by his 
brother Joseph in Buffalo and 
three sisters, Mrs. Rose Burse, 
Mrs. Walter Gay, and Mrs. 
Belle Metager all of Warsaw. 
Two years later, Mary Vishion 
died at the Batavia Hospital at 
the age of 78 on May 3, 1923. 
She was survived by a brother 
Henry Gray of Chicago and a 
sister Mrs. Elmer McWethy 

of Pavilion. Mary was buried 
at Fairview Cemetery in Pa-
vilion Center next to her hus-
band and two children.

For several years Doug 
Wright and Michele Schultz 
have made sure the veterans 
graves in Pavilion are deco-
rated with American flags. 
After a quick note was post-
ed on Le Roy Then and Now, 
asking who could make sure 
that Mary’s grave was dec-
orated this year, Doug and 
Michele volunteered to make 
that happen. It’s taken a bit of 
time to finally honor a local 
Civil War veteran, but this 
year, it will happen.

Question of the Week? ?? ? ??

?

??

Question from LeRoy Weekend Gazette Staff

Have an idea for the next question? Send your suggestions to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Previous question - “What are you going to plant in your garden this year?”

Favorite musical performed at Le Roy high school?
HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!

SAM Z.

Cherry tomatoes

BARRETT F. AMANDA C.

Hopefully something that doesn’t require con-
stant attention - maybe rocks.

Potatoes and Corn

www.CasperFarmsBeef.com•Crystal (585) 478-6326•6671 Main Road, Stafford, NY 14143

Question of the Week sponsored by:

Local History

There will be a Flag on 
Mary Vishion’s Grave

PHOTO BY MICHELE SCHULTZ

Purple Heart Experience Inspires His Work for Others

MATT SURTEL/DAILY NEWS
Ray Funderburk of Le Roy helped track down the 
family of an Ohio serviceman who died in Vietnam. The 
effort inspired him to write a poem, which became a 
song that’s being used to help homeless veterans. 
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Sat., May 24
Ages 3 & 4

Lil’ Kickers
6 Week Intro to Soccer 
Program. Register At:

leroysoccerclub.com
$80 includes shirt

 & soccer ball
•

Mon., May 26
Parade forms at 

10:00 am
Steps off at
10:30 am

Ceremony at Trigon 
Park at 11:00 am
Memorial Day 

Parade
Obtain your Poppy 
from an American 

Legion Auxiliary Unit 
member and wear it 

with pride and honor.  
Memorial Day is in 

remembrance of that 
serviceperson who 

didn’t return.
After the ceremony, the 
public is invited back to 
the Post Home to enjoy 
hot dogs, beverage, and 

conversations.
Botts Fiorito 

American Legion Post 
#576

53 W. Main St., Le Roy
•

Wed., May 28

6pm
Kindergarten Parent 

Night Information 
Session

All incoming 2025-26 
kindergarten parents 

are welcome to attend.
Wolcott Street School

Memorial 
Auditorium

Trigon Park, Le Roy
Please enter at the Trigon 

doors or gym doors. 
•

Sat., May 31
4 - 8pm

All You Can Eat 
Chicken Wings

Dine In Only 
Open to Public
$20 per person

Brought to you by: Sons 
of the Legion
Botts Fiorito 

American Legion 
#576

53 W. Main St., Le Roy
•

Wed., June 11
6:30 pm

Le Roy Garden Club 
Free Program: 
A Rose is a Rose 

is a Rose
Roses have symbolized 

love, royalty, beauty, 
secrecy, and mysticism 
through the ages. Join 

us for a presentation by 
Club Member Dawn 

Ireland-Monsees 
about the history of ros-
es and how to cultivate 
them in your gardens. 
Stay after the program 
for refreshments and 

sit in on the Club’s busi-
ness meeting to learn 

more about what we do 
as a volunteer organi-

zation.
Please register to let us 
know you’re coming:

https://bit.ly/
june2025roses

First Presbyterian 
Church

7 Clay Street, Le Roy
•

Fri., June 13
11am Registration

Noon Lunch, 1pm Start
5:45pm Dinner/

Awards
Golf Tournament 

Benefit
for Jake Hall, who suf-

fered a traumatic brain 
injury. 

$95 per golfer, 
$30 dinner only.

Caledonia Country 
Club

smullin9761@gmail.
com for registration or 

info.
•

Fri., July 11
6pm

Bike Parade
Kick off Oatka Fest 

weekend! Bring your 
bike, stroller, wagon—
or whatever rolls—and 

decorate it  
for the parade! Helmet 
safety checks, and you 
can grab dinner and 

dessert from Rob’s Ka-
bobs and the Ice Cream 

& Chill Truck!
Le Roy Police Dept.
3 W. Main St., Le Roy

•

Sat. & Sun.,  
July 12 & 13
10am - 5pm

Oatka Festival 2025
The Oatka Festival is 
back and better than 

ever, bringing a week-
end full of hometown 
pride, family fun, and 
summer excitement! 
Kick things off with 
our epic parade – a 

community favorite! 
Shop from unique craft 

vendors with hand-
made treasures. Enjoy 

FREE kids’ activities 
to keep the little ones 
entertained. Feast on 
delicious festival food 

– from carnival classics 
to local favorites! Live 

entertainment will 
keep the party going all 

weekend long.
Trigon Park, Le Roy

•
10am - 5pm

Jell-O Factory Market-
place & Distillery
It’s ON! We will be 
opening the Jell-O 

factory up for vendors 
on Oatka Festival week-
end July 12th and 13th. 

Hopefully this gives 
visitors another reason 

to come to Le Roy and 
the festival. We have 
room for 30 - 12’x12’ 
spaces. They will be 
allocated on a first-

come first-serve basis. 
There will be no charge 
to vendors or visitors. 
We will be asking for a 
$50 deposit, but it will 

be returned if the space 
is left cleaned up.

The Historic Jell-O 
Factory Marketplace 

& Distillery
57 North Street, 

Le Roy
•

Mon., July 28
11am Sign In

Noon Start
Stafford Fire Dept.
Golf Tournament

$150 per golfer 
(golf, lunch & dinner) 

$40 dinner guest
Stafford Country Club

8873 Rt. 237, Stafford
Dinner at Fire Dept. 

Recreation Hall by The 
Red Osier Landmark.
50/50 & Basket Raffle

Contact Susan Mattice 
(716) 912-2086

_________________

ONGOING:

Mondays
Through  June 23rd
11:15am - 2:15pm

Homeschool Group
Calling all local home-

school families with 
elementary age children!

We will be hosting a 
homeschool group every 
Monday  afternoon led by 

homeschooling parent 
Matthew Smart. Get to 
know other families in 

our community that ho-
meschool, while playing 

board games from our 

collection! Sometimes 
there will be a craft avail-

able for participants to 
make. For any Pokemon 
fans, you can bring your 
cards to trade with other 

group members! No 
need to register, just stop 
into the Children’s room 

Mondays at 11:15 AM!
Woodward 

Memorial Library
7 Wolcott St., Le Roy

•

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering
People are welcome 

to come (in pairs 
or groups) anytime 
during our business 
hours (1-7pm) and 

play free play. Sign up 
for the event through 
the WPN event link 

website. Join the event 
through the compan-
ion app once you’re 
there! Additionally, 

people are welcome to 
do this any day (Mon-
Sun) between 1-7pm. 

D&D, Pokémon, 
YuGiOh, or any other 
family friendly game 

play also welcomed in 
our game room! 

“Free Pack Friday”
Bring a friend and 

play at least one round 
logged in through WPN 

and recieve one free 
pack per person!

Contact us via call or 
text if you have any 

questions
(585) 356-7579

Dio’s Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

1. ACRONYMS: What phrase does 
the acronym URL stand for?

2. MOVIES: What is the name of the 
ghost that haunts the girls’ bathroom 
at Hogwarts (“Harry Potter” series)?

3. HISTORY: Which decisive battle 
ended the Revolutionary War?

4. LITERATURE: What is the 
pseudonym of the author Eric Arthur 
Blair?

5. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
Which of the national parks is the most 
visited in the United States?

6. TELEVISION: Which medical 
series is based at Princeton Plainsboro 
Teaching Hospital?

7. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capi-
tal of Denmark?

8. U.S. STATES: In which state is 
Glacier National Park located?

9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the 
first vice president to die in office?

10. SCIENCE: What are elements 
like neon, helium and radon called?

Answers
1. Uniform resource locator.
2. Moaning Myrtle.
3. The Battle of Yorktown.
4. George Orwell.
5. Great Smoky Mountains National 

Park.
6. “House, M.D.”
7. Copenhagen.
8. Montana.
9. George Clinton.
10. Noble gases.
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JOIN OUR TEAM: 
Great Pay, Flexible Shifts, 

and a Culture That Values You!

WWW.LEROYMANORALP.COM/CAREERS

By DAILY NEWS STAFF
news@batavianews.com

CALEDONIA — Voters in 
the Caledonia-Mumford Cen-
tral School District rejected a 
proposed $21.66 million bud-
get and a bus purchase prop-
osition, each by less than 100 
votes on Tuesday night.

The budget votes went 
down with 314 votes against 
and 220 votes in favor.

The proposition to pur-
chase a school bus at a cost of 
$200,000 was defeated with 
270 “No” votes and 263 “Yes” 
votes.

The district had pro-

posed a 2025-2026 budget of 
$21,660,678, an increase of 
$1,054,694, or 5.12%, from the 
current budget of $20,605,984

The budget proposal ac-
counts for the rising cost of 
fuel, energy, technology, soft-
ware, supplies, equipment 
and employee salaries and 
benefits, Superintendent Re-

bekah Chenaille said in the 
district’s budget newsletter.

The proposed tax levy of 
$8,105,781 was an increase of 
2.30% from the current spend-
ing plan’s levy of $7,923,478.

The projected tax increase 
for the owner of a home as-
sessed at $150,000 with the 
Basic STAR tax exemption is 
$38.49 annually.

Increased state aid and 
outside funding partly offset 
an increase in spending in a 
budget that includes funding 
for library and auditorium up-
dates at the elementary and 
middle/high schools, and roof 

work at both buildings.
In the board of education 

election Elizabeth Dietrich 
was re-elected for a three-year 
term, from July 1 through June 
30, 2028. Arnie Ryhlicki was 
elected to a three-year term 
from May 21 through June 30, 
2028.

District officials must now 
decide whether to conduct a 
second budget vote or adopt a 
contingency budget.

Superintendent Rebekah 
Chenaille said in an email 
Wednesday that the district is 
currently planning a meeting 
to decide on the next steps.

By ALYSSA HILL
ahill@livingstonnews.com

CALEDONIA — For 60 years, the 
Caledonia Fire Department has helped 
prepare the next generation of babysit-
ters for emergencies. On Tuesday, it 
honored this year’s 20 graduates with 
a community banquet celebrating the 
course’s milestone.

The event was held at J.W. Jones 
Hall, 366 Leicester Road, where about 
70 guests — including family mem-
bers, local officials and supporters — 
gathered to recognize the students and 
mark the program’s 60th year.

The seven-week Babysitter’s Class, 
open to youth ages 12 to 15, teach-
es basic first aid, CPR, fire safety and 
child care.

“It truly takes a village to do this,” 
said Patricia Hammond, who chairs 
and teaches the course alongside her 
mother, Kathleen DeMarco. “It takes 
the fire department, the town, the vil-
lage, the police department and many 
more.”

The free course runs Tuesday eve-
nings each spring and blends class-
room instruction with hands-on activ-
ities. Students learn how to respond to 
emergencies, change diapers, bandage 
minor injuries and recognize choking 
hazards. They practice CPR and the 
Heimlich maneuver on dummies and 
train to safely exit a room during a fire.

They also learn how and when to 
call for help — whether it’s a doctor, 
police officer or firefighter — and how 
to be alert when entering a home.

“They also get to use a fire simulator, 
which they love,” Hammond said. “It’s 
fun, but it also teaches real-life skills.”

Students visit the Livingston County 
Emergency Communications Center 
in Geneseo and hear from local police 
and fire officials. DeMarco, a retired 
firefighter who now volunteers with 
the department, said these visits help 
demystify emergency services.

“Knowing there’s a real human on 
the other end of the phone who cares 
— that makes a huge difference,” she 
said.

The course ends with an essay con-
test where each student reflects on 
what they’ve learned. First-, second- 
and third-place winners were an-
nounced during Tuesday’s banquet.

“They learned a lot — from serious 
topics like how to save a life, to wider 
things like how to play with different 
toys for different aged kids,” Hammond 
said. “I told the kids many times, I tru-
ly hope they never have to use any of 
these skills. But now, if they ever need 
to, they won’t be so scared or unsure.”

Babysitter Course Marks 60 Years
Caledonia program sees 20 graduates this year

ALYSSA HILL/LIVINGSTON COUNTY NEWS
Babysitters Safety Course graduates, from left, Cosette Kincaid, Lillian Decker, Austin Smart and Skylar Smith were recognized 
during Tuesday’s banquet in Caledonia for winning essay awards and the “Two Ways Out” fire safety award.

ALYSSA HILL/LIVINGSTON COUNTY NEWS
Kathleen DeMarco, left, and Patricia Hammond are pictured Tuesday at the 60th annual Caledonia Fire Department Babysitter’s 
Class banquet. The mother-daughter duo serve as co-chairs and instructors for the program.

ALYSSA HILL/LIVINGSTON COUNTY NEWS
Graduates of the 60th annual Caledonia Fire Department Babysitters Safety Course pose for a group photo with instructors during Tuesday’s banquet at J.W. Jones Hall in 
Caledonia.

Cal-Mum Voters Reject $21.66M School Budget
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PROUD SPONSOR OF LPROUD SPONSOR OF LEE ROY LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL ROY LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL

CUSTOM INDUSTRIAL PACKAGING SOLUTIONS
FOR COMPLEX PACKAGING CHALLENGES

8715 Lake Rd., Le Roy • 585-768-7000
www.orconind.com

“Investing in Teamwork, Inspiring the Next Generation”

May 22nd

KYLER 
FARMER
Love, Mom and Raelyn

By COACH RYAN McCLURG

Yankees bested Red Sox 
8-6 on Saturday after taking 
the lead late in the game. 
The game was tied at six in 
the bottom of the fifth when 
Aiden Weise doubled, scor-
ing two runs.

Yankees got on the board 
in the bottom of the first in-
ning after Red Sox commit-
ted an error, Aiden Weise 
walked, and Parker Page 
singled to right field, each 
scoring one run.

Yankees took the lead in 
the bottom of the third. An 
error scored three runs, to 

give Yankees the leg up, 6-3.
Red sox tied the game in 

the top of the fifth thanks 
to a double by Molly Mac-
Namara, a double by Stone 
Husted, and a single by Ju-
lian Bartz.

Aaron Bailey started the 
game for Red Sox. The start-
ing pitcher allowed two hits 
and six runs (zero earned) 
over four innings, striking 
out eight and walking five. 
Brodie Wilson pitched one 
and one-third innings of 
no-run ball for Yankees in 
relief. The hurler surren-
dered zero hits, striking out 
four and walking none.

Aiden Weise drove the 
middle of the lineup, lead-
ing Yankees with two runs 
batted in. The cleanup hitter 
went 1-for-2 on the day. Eli 
Kemp, Joseph Oliver, Parker 
Page each collected one hit 
for Yankees. Joseph Oliver 
and Carter McClurg each 
stole multiple bases for Yan-
kees.

Stone Husted, Molly 
MacNamara, Eden Bailey, 
and Julian Bartz each col-
lected one hit for Red Sox. 
Molly and Julian each drove 
in one run for Red Sox. 
Charlie Rapone led Red Sox 
with two walks.

LE ROY LITTLE LEAGUE INSIDER
www.LeroyLittleLeague.com   •   LeroyLittleLeague14482@gmail.com

Yankees Win Close Game 
Against Red Sox

PHOTO BY DANIELLE WOJTASZCZYK
Pictured is Yankees player Aiden Weise, who led the Yankees with two runs batted 
in.

By COACH WAYNE HANLEY
GameChanger Media

Twins were victorious against Orioles 7-5 on 
Saturday.

Twins were the first to get on the board in the 
first when Connar H. homered to center field, 
scoring two runs.

In the bottom of the first inning, Orioles 
went back into the lead after Twins committed 
an error, Lucas C. grounded out, and Luke C. 
grounded out, each scoring one run.

Twins flipped the game on its head in the 
top of the second, scoring five runs on three 
hits to take the lead, 7-3. The biggest blow in 
the inning was a walk by Paxton B. that drove 
in two.

Connar earned the win for Twins. The start-
ing pitcher surrendered two hits and five runs 
(zero earned) over four and one-third innings, 
striking out six and walking three. Zack G. took 
the loss for Orioles. The right-handed pitcher 
went three innings, surrendering seven runs 
(four earned) on five hits, striking out four and 
walking four. Trenton A. pitched one and two-
thirds innings of zero-run ball for Twins in re-
lief. The reliever surrendered zero hits, striking 
out three and walking one.

Connar led Twins with two runs batted in. 
The right-handed hitter went 1-for-3 on the 
day. Connar, Joshua T., Brody S., Seth P., Jayce 
M., and Trenton each collected one hit for 
Twins.

Jacob C. and Killian C each collected one hit 
for Orioles. Jacob and Amaeus L. each drove in 
one run

Twins Claim Victory Over Orioles

PHOTO BY DANIELLE WOJTASZCZYK
Pictured is Twins player Connar Hanley, 
who hit a home run in the game that 
scored multiple runs for his team!

By COACH RIC VANGALIO

Tigers defeated A’s 6-4 
on Saturday after taking the 
lead late in the game.

Addy Stella got the Tigers 
on the board first to give 
them a 1-0 lead in the 1st in-
ning. Austin Branton scored 
for the A’s to tie it up in the 
bottom of the 1st.

Some great pitching by 
Tiger’s Farrah Fox and A’s 
Andrew Sibley would keep 
both batters in check until 
the 4th inning when Drew 
Spink hit in Xander Parker. 
Farrah Fox would also come 
around to score on a wild 
pitch to put the Tigers up 
3-1.

The A’s would tie up the 
game in the bottom of the 
4th when Andrew Sibley 
scoring on a bases loaded 

walk. Tanner Morgan would 
then have an RBI single, 
scoring Dominic DeJesus.

Austin Branton would 
walk with the bases loaded 
to score his younger brother 
Carter Branton, giving the 
A’s the lead going into the 
6th inning.

The Tigers were down to 
their last 3 outs, when Tar-
ick Vangalio grounded out 
driving in the tying run. Far-
rah Fox then hit a single to 
left field and scored on mul-
tiple errors, while driving in 
Xander Parker to go up 6-4.

Drew Spink pitched the 
6th inning and struck out 
the side to earn the save and 
give the Tigers the win.

Farrah Fox pitched 4 1/3 
innings, allowing one hit 
and four runs (one earned) 
while striking out nine and 

walking five. Drew Spink 
pitched 1 and 2/3 scoreless 
innings, allowing one hit 
and striking out three.

Andrew Sibley pitched a 
complete game for the A’s. 
Sibley gave up seven hits 
and six runs (four earned) 
over six innings, striking out 
nine and walking one.

Addy Stella and Farrah 
Fox each collected two hits 
for Tigers. Xander Parker, 
Drew Spink and Easton Fox 
also got hits for the Tigers. 
Tarick Vangalio and Sonny 
Paladino also got on base 
for the Tigers.

Axel Pridmore led A’s 
with two hits. Chris Cos-
ta, Andrew Sibley, Austin 
Branton, Dominic DeJesus, 
Kyler Farmer and Carter 
Branton all got on base for 
the A’s.

Tigers Top A’s

PHOTO BY MEGAN RUMSEY
Pictured is Tigers player Farrah Fox, who’s pitching led to 9 strikeouts in the 
game.

By COACH RYAN McCLURG

Carter McClurg drove in 
four runs on two hits to lead 
Yankees past Tigers 9-1 on 
Monday at Little League 
Field. Carter tripled in the 
fifth inning, scoring three 
runs, and doubled in the 
first inning, scoring one.

Carter McClurg struck 
out 11 batters on the day. 
The starter also surren-
dered three hits and one 
run over six innings while 
walking two.

Yankees got on the board 
in the top of the first inning 
after Carter McClurg dou-
bled down the left field line, 
and Joseph Oliver ground-
ed out, each scoring one 
run.

Tarrick Vangalio opened 
the game for Tigers. The 

starter gave up three hits 
and five runs over four and 
two-thirds innings, striking 
out nine and walking two.

Drew Spink, Zander 

Parker, and Sonny Paladino 
each collected one hit for 
Tigers. Zander and Sonny 
each stole multiple bases 
for Tigers.

Yankees Defeat Tigers After 
Stellar Performance by McClurg

PHOTO BY DANIELLE WOJTASZCZYK
Pictured is Yankees player Carter McClurg, who dou-
bled in the first inning scoring one, and tripled in the 
fifth inning scoring three runs. McClurg was also stellar 
on the pitcher’s mound, striking out 11 batters.

By COACH DALE JONES

Red Sox once again mount 
a huge comeback, but end up 
falling short to the O’s 15-14

The Red Sox prove once 
again no lead is safe against 
them coming back down 8 
runs, and once again 4 runs. 
They were led by Sammy 
Rapone who would finish 1-2 
with an RBI and who would 
also score 3 times. Sammy 
also pitched a gem striking out 
4. Carter Wood scored once 
and had 3 RBIs. Stone Husted 
went 1-2 reaching base 3 
times while also throwing 
for 6 strikeouts. Eden Bailey 
caught a strong game block-
ing the ball all night while also 
having a hit and an RBI. Molly 
McNamara would reach base 
all 4 at bats while also adding 
an RBI, and her sister Abby 
McNamara would also add an 
RBI

The O’s once again were led 
by their captain Joey Wujcik 
who for the second straight 
game would have the game 

winning hit, yet this time it 
would come in walk off fash-
ion. Joey would finish 3-3 with 
a triple and a double, 4 RBIs 
and score 3 times. Joey would 
also pitch an inning with 2 
strikeouts. Jacob Chalker 
would also once again have a 
monster day at the plate going 
3-4 with 2 RBIs scoring all 4 at 
bats. Luke Barber-Callan went 
1-2 with 4 RBIs. The O’s would 

count on Logan Garner on the 
hill as he tossed 3 strike outs 
in another solid outing from 
their Ace while also having 2 
RBIs. Beau Barber-Callan was 
a stud on defense all game 
turning an unassisted double 
play on-top of many big plays 
all game and would also score. 
Luke Chappel had a huge 
Double down the line with an 
RBI.

Red Sox Comeback Spoiled 
as Orioles Win by One Run

PHOTO BY DANIELLE WOJTASZCZYK
Included in the picture is Joey Wujcik, who along with 
getting the game winning hit that secured the win for 
the Orioles, also recorded 1 double, 1 triple, 4 RBIs, 3 
runs scored, and 2 strikeouts on the pitcher’s mound.
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Colson.
After Colson and Robin 

were done taking pictures 
and getting autographs the 
first day, a representative 
of Bills WR Khalil Shakir 
reached out to the family 
and told them all to come 
back the second day of the 
event, as they had something 
planned for Colson.

“(One of Khalil’s Repre-
sentatives) reached out and 
said that they were going to 
make this a little extra spe-
cial for Colson,” Colson’s 
grandmother Robin said.

When the family arrived 
on the second day, the orga-
nizers and Khalils represen-
tatives had a gift basket wait-
ing for Colson, filled with 
signed jerseys, pictures, and 
trading cards.

After Colson was given 
this gift basket, Khalil Shakir 
himself came up to Colson 
to take pictures, and then of-
fered to let Colson hang out 
with him for the day while he 
signed autographs.

“Khalil Shakir heard (Col-
son’s) story and let (Colson) 
be his wingman for the day,” 
LaRussa said. “So, while 
Khalil is sitting there signing 
autographs all day, right next 
to him is Colson. These are 

memories that this young 
man is never going to forget.

“It doesn’t take away from 
the heartbreak after the loss 
of (Colson’s) father, but just 
for one weekend to know 
that these Bills players cared 
enough to stand by (Col-
son’s) side, and that every-
one took the time to care for 
that weekend, was priceless 
to (Colson),” she continued. 
“We are grateful to everyone 
involved.”

“I just wanted a wrist-
band, I didn’t expect all of 
this,” Robin said. “(Colson) 
was just so into that mo-
ment, full of happiness and 
gratitude.”

Colson had the time of his 

life spending the day with 
Shakir and made so many 
memories that he will cher-
ish for a long time.

“When I heard about 
(meeting Shakir) I was ex-
cited,” Colson said about his 
experience on day two of the 
event. “When I actually met 
Shakir that’s when I was told 
that I could sit with him for 
the day. It was kind of hard to 
get used to at first, but after 
30 or so minutes I got used 
to it.”

Colson got to take plen-
ty of pictures with Shakir at 
the event, and he made sure 
to show off his signed Bills 
gear at school that following 
Monday.

“What we like to do at 
Sweet Buffalo is bring smiles 
to kids, that’s our thing ... 
These are memories that this 
young man is never going to 
forget,” LaRussa said.

“Khalil Shakir stepped it 

up a thousand times,” Rob-

in said. “Being kind doesn’t 

cost a penny... this really 

shows the power of the Bills 

Mafia.”
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By COACH KOUKIDES 
& THE LEROY SPORTS BOOSTERS

Varsity Baseball played 
another wild one under 
the lights in Livonia. It was 
an outright back and forth 
match that lasted 10 innings, 
but your Knights emerged 
the victor!

Final Score After Ten In-
nings: Le Roy 14 Livonia 13

Recap from Coach Kou-
kides:

The Knights finished out 
their regular season with a 
big victory over an extremely 
tough Livonia team late into 
the night.

A ball off the bat of Jake 
Higgins found its way 
through to score Brady Mc-
Clurg for the eventual win-
ning run. This was a game 
that had a combined 115 
batters faced, 392 pitches 

thrown, 25 walks, 23 hits, 
23 strikeouts, 10 unearned 
runs, and 16 runs were 
scored after the fifth inning. 
Both teams battled back and 
forth and showed great grit.

Peter Clark earned the win 
for Le Roy. The Senior Catch-
er / Pitcher gave up two hits 
and three runs over four in-
nings, striking out five and 
walking six.

Le Roy finished the season 
playing 10 games in 12 days 
winning 8 out of their last 10 
to finish the season 15 — 3.

Le Roy Baseball Stats:
Alex Spezzano — 2 hits
Brady McClurg — 2 hits
Adam Woodworth — 2 

hits
Jake Higgins — 2 hits
Peter Clark — 2 hits
Jude Christ — 2 hits
Luke Lathan — 1 hit
Jude Sherman — 1 hit

Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER
Le Roy Varsity Baseball Defeats Livonia in 

Overtime During Final Game of Regular Season
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BILLS
From A1

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROBIN NICCLOY
Colson standing with former Buffalo Bills OT Tommy 
Doyle.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROBIN NICCLOY
Colson shows off some of his signed Buffalo Bills gear 
that he got as a gift from the team.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROBIN NICCLOY
Colson with Buffalo Bills WR Khalil Shakir.


