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A massive, fast-burn-
ing blaze destroyed a barn 
complex in Byron Tuesday, 
drawing a response from 
multiple fire companies.

Flames shot as high 
as three stories from the 
three-barn complex at 7620 
Ivison Road, releasing a 
thick plume of black smoke 
visible from as far as Bata-
via, eight miles away.

Flames jumped from 
the barns to dry brush 
and crops in surrounding 

fields, as well as to the roof 
of an adjacent brick silo.

A neighbor or passerby 
alerted firefighters to the 
blaze at about 11:45 a.m., 
Byron Deputy Fire Chief 
Bob Mruczek said.

Nobody was injured, but 
it wasn’t immediately clear 
Tuesday afternoon wheth-
er any animals were pres-
ent. The contents of the 
barns also weren’t known, 
though a charred Mazda 
CX-30 SUV was visible in 
the wreckage.

Multiple fire depart-
ments from across the area 
responded to the three-
alarm blaze. Heavy, roil-

ing flames — appearing to 
almost be boiling like wa-
ter — consumed the entire 
building, with black smoke 
churning upward as fire-
fighters fought the blaze.

Little remained before 
the barn ultimately col-
lapsed.

Further details about the 
amount of the loss and the 
size of the response were 
not immediately available 
as of press time Tuesday 
evening. An investigation 
is underway, Mruczek said.

The barns belonged to 
Joshua Kent. and was a part 
of the Barn Quilt Trail start-
ed by Le Roy Municipal 

Historian Lynne Belluscio.
The barn quilt design, 

which is titled Wheels Of 
Friendship, is described 
on the official trail website 
as being “copied from a 
beautiful applique quilt in 
the collection of the Le Roy 
Historical Society which 
was sewn by parishioners 
of a local church for their 
minister.”

In a Facebook post 
made in the group “LeRoy 
N.Y. Then and Now” the 
day of the fire, Belluscio 
wrote that she was actually 
scheduled to soon repaint 
the quilt.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

Jagger Smith, Elise Fish-
er and Harper Sullivan 
recently graduated from 
Le Roy High School, and 
the honors and accolades 
for each of them continue 
to grow long after they re-
ceived their diplomas.

Le Roy’s First Presbyte-
rian Church has been ad-
ministering a scholarship 
in memory of Maria Olm-
stead since 1992, recog-
nizing a small group of Le 
Roy graduating seniors that 
exemplify academic excel-
lence and strong commu-
nity engagement.

This year, Smith was 
awarded with $1,500 while 
Fisher and Sullivan were 
both given $1,000 each, 
with the money meant to 
help assist them with their 
future college education.

It is a careful selection 
process that involves pro-
spective recipients to fill 
out an application, send 
in their final grades and 
an acceptance letter to a 
four-year institution, and 
an essay explaining why 
they think they should be 
selected.

The Le Roy Central 
School District offers all 
students a number of com-
munity service opportuni-
ties, however, according to 
scholarship chairwoman 
Lora Allen, the committee 

searches for those who tru-
ly went above and beyond.

“The main thing is that 
they contribute to the com-
munity, that there’s signif-
icant community service 
involved,” Allen said. “The 
school here in Le Roy is 
very good at involving the 
students in community ac-
tivities, particularly in their 
senior year. But we want 
above and beyond that.”

To Allen, the group of 
kids they selected this year 
truly exemplified the val-

ues that the church and Ol-
mstead Scholarship com-
mittee are searching for.

“It was really great to get 
to know what their ambi-
tions are and to see that we 
have so many kids that are 
really involved in wanting 
to make their community 
better,” Allen said. “These 
kids are just a prime exam-
ple of that. I was very im-
pressed.”

Smith was selected due 
to his continual involve-
ment in community and 

charitable organizations. 
His resume includes be-
ing active in the Red Cross 
and a regular blood donor, 
a volunteer at the New York 
State School for the Blind, 
a member of National Hon-
or Society, and helping out 
with Le Roy Little League 
baseball every summer. He 
was also highlighted as a 
Batavia Daily News Teen of 
the Week.

He plans to attend SUNY 
Brockport this fall to join 

Afternoon Inferno
Fast-moving � ames destroy barn in Byron, 

part of Le Roy’s Barn Quilt Trail

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Intense � ames consume a barn Tuesday at 7620 Ivison Rd. in Byron. Multple � re departments responded to the blaze.

Le Roy’s First Presbyterian Church Recognizes 
Graduating Seniors With Scholarships

PROVIDED PHOTO
Pictured left to right is Lucy MacKenzie, Beth Patton, Jagger Smith, Elise Fisher, 
Lesley Laurie-Nicoll and Lora Allen at the Olmstead Scholarship reception.

By MATT SURTEL
msurtel@batavianews.com

A priest suspended from 
his duties last year at Res-
urrection Parish will not be 
able to resume active minis-
try at this time, the Diocese 
of Bu� alo announced Mon-
day.

Rev. Patrick O’Keefe was 
removed from active min-
istry in October 2025 after 
allegations of inappropriate 
workplace and ministerial 
misconduct involving sexu-
al harassment.

“ ... � e allegations per-
taining to inappropriate 
conduct toward adults were 
investigated by retired po-
lice detective Jacqueline 
Sullivan,” the diocese said in 
a statement. “Based on her 
report, the IRB determined 
that the allegations are sub-
stantiated and has recom-
mended that Rev. O’Keefe 
not be allowed to resume 
active ministry at this time.”

Bishop Michael W. Fish-
er is in discussions with 
O’Keefe about what steps 
are necessary before con-
sidering a future appoint-
ment in active ministry, 
diocese officials said, em-
phasizing the allegations 
against O’Keefe did not in-
volve children or criminal 
conduct of any kind.

O’Keefe was ordained 
in 1996. He was named as 
vicar of Ascension Parish in 
Batavia, St. Brigid Parish in 
Bergen, Resurrection Parish 
in Batavia and Our Lady of 
Mercy in Le Roy in 2023.

O’Keefe was among three 
priests placed on a tem-
porary leave of absence in 
April 2019 after alleged in-
appropriate conversations 
during a social gathering of 
priests and seminarians at 
Saints Peter & Paul Church 
in Hamburg, where he was 
serving as vicar.

All three priests returned 
to duty two months later, 
with then-bishop Rich-
ard Malone saying that al-
though inappropriate topics 
were discussed, there was 
“absolutely no inappropri-
ate physical conduct” by the 
priests involved.

Corrective actions were 
taken, including retraining 
in the Diocesan Code of 
Conduct.

In the meantime, the 
diocese is speeding up ef-
forts to remove Rev. Je� rey 
Nowak from the priesthood 
following his July 9 arrest 
last month on federal child 
pornography charges, along 
with additional disturbing 
accusations — including 
alleged white suprema-
cist statements — which 
emerged during a court ap-
pearance which followed.

Bishop Michael W. Fisher 
had already instructed the 
diocese’s judicial vicar last 
month to begin preparing 
the case for that purpose, for 
submission to the Vatican’s 
Dicastery for the Doctrine of 
the Faith.

Nowak began his career 
at Holy Family Parish in Al-
bion, where he served his 
pastoral year before becom-
ing an ordained priest at the 
parish in 2012. He had been 
on inde� nite suspension af-
ter federal agents began in-
vestigating him in 2019.

Evidence in last month’s 
federal court hearing, ac-
cording to WKBW in Buf-
falo, showed messages 
where Nowak threatened 
to kill members of his fam-
ily, shared images of child 
relatives online and praised 
and distributed a manifesto 
written by Peyton Gendron, 
the man who killed 10 Black 
people at Tops in Bu� alo in 
2022.

Nowak remains in Niag-
ara County Jail pending an-
other court appearance.

The recommendations 
involving O’Keefe and 
Nowak were made unan-
imously by the diocese’s 
Independent Review Board 
and accepted by Fisher.

Former Batavia, 
Le Roy Priest 

Won’t Resume 
Active Ministry

Diocese speeds up e� orts 
to remove Nowak
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Looking
Back

with Lynne

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

There’s a small book that 
was published by Hamilton 
Child in 1869, which pro-
vides a good look at Le Roy 
in 1869. It is the Gazetteer 
and Business Directory of 
Genesee County. It notes on 
the front page: “Hang up this 
book for future reference.” It 
also states in the introduc-
tion that the information was 
taken from the Le Roy Ga-
zette, French’s Gazetteer of 
the State of New York, Turn-
er’s History of the Holland 
Purchase, Census Reports of 
1865 and Sketches of Bata-
via by Wm. Seaver. There are 
18 pages devoted to Le Roy, 
including a history and de-
scription of some industries, 
as well as a listing of people, 
their address, occupation, 
and their location according. 
For example, the Le Roy Fur-
nace and Machine Shop was 
located on the corner of Clay 
Street and Wolcott Street. 
Ichabod swift was the pro-
prietor. The company made 
agricultural implements and 
machinery. Swift apparently 
lived at the site of his facto-
ry. Joel Whiting, was a retired 
teacher and farmer and he 
leased the Comstock estate. 
G.D. Crofoot, a farmer, lived 

in the village of Le Roy on lot 
#1, in the Triangle Tract.

The Gazetteer has some 
very interesting information 
in addition to the history of 
the town and village. “The 
Le Roy Academic Institute,” 
a boarding and day (English 
and Classical) for both sexes, 
was incorporated at the be-
ginning of the year 1864, the 
first term of instruction was 
commencing January 5. The 
establishment of this Insti-
tution was the result of an ef-
fort to secure a sounder and 
more practical education for 
the youth of the town and vi-
cinity than they had before 
enjoyed.

The pupils, whose ages 
range from 8 to 25, are di-
vided into four grades; the 
course of study is full and 
thorough, embracing the 
English language and liter-
ature, mathematics, natural 
and mental science, Latin 
and Greek, French and Ger-
man, together with drawing 
and vocal and instrumental 
music; the discipline is strict, 
though the end is in view is to 
teach the pupils self-govern-
ment.” “Ingham University, 
for young ladies, is located 
at this place. The Institution 
was founded by Misses Ma-
riietta and Emily E. Ingham, 
from Saybrook Conn., in the 

year 1835. The Institution 
was chartered with Univer-
sity privileges and powers 
in 1857. For several years 
thereafter Rev. Samuel Han-
son Cox. D.D. presided over 
its interests as its first Chan-
cellor and vigorously exerted 
himself to make it the model 
institution of the State for the 
complete training of women 
for her preeminent duties 
and responsibilities in the 
world. “The Institution had 
adopted three courses of 
study adapted to the wants 
of different classes of pupils. 
Special attention is given to 
the Department of Vocal and 
Instrumental Music. . . . The 
Institution has a valuable 
museum of 700 rare birds 
and a great variety of curi-
ous and instructive speci-
mens from South America 
and other parts of the world. 
There are two literary soci-
eties with their libraries and 
pleasantly furnished rooms. 
It is the contemplation to 

erect a fire proof building for 
an art gallery, that the valu-
able collections of works of 
art may be placed in a posi-
tion where their merits may 
be more conspicuous and 
at the same time be less ex-
posed that now to the casual-
ties of fire.”

“The Le Roy Flouring Mills 
have a capacity of about 
150 barrels per day. The Le 
Roy Malt Houses consist of 
three stone buildings, 300 
by 40 feet, with a capacity 
of 100,000 bushels during 
the season. These build-
ings were erected by Hon. 
A.S. Upham in 1853-4, for 
the manufacture of cars for 
the N.Y.C.R.R. In 1857 the 
Company withdrew their 
patronage, and the buildings 
were unoccupied until 1863, 
when they were converted 
into malt houses and have 
been used for that purpose 
since. The Genesee Paper 
Company is located about 
half a mile north of the rail-

road depot. It was formerly 
a flouring mill, but in 1868, 
was converted into a mill 
for the manufacture of all 
kinds of wrapping paper. Uni 
Hurlbert, one of the oldest 
residents of the village, came 
here in 1819 and engaged in 
farming and brickmaking, 
which he continued for for-
ty-nine years. He made brick 
for the first buildings in the 
village constructed of that 
material, some of which are 
still standing, among them, 
the Methodist Church, Eagle 
Hotel and other public and 
private buildings. He is now 
in his 84th year of age. . . . The 
first military training west 
of the Genesee River was at 
Ganson’s in 1801. J. Hewitt 
was captain; Daniel Davis, 
Lieutenant; and J. Ganson, 
Ensign; there were ten pri-
vates.”

“The population of the 
town in 1865 was 4,304; it’s 
area is 26,900 acres. The 
Town contains thirteen 

school districts, employ-
ing the same number of 
teachers. The number of 
the school population is 
1,371; the number attend-
ing school, 739; the average 
attendance, 346, and the 
amount expended for school 
purposes during the year, 
ending September 30th, 
1868, was $8,411.06.”

Throughout the book are 
advertisements. On page 17 
is a complete description of 
W.S. Brown and Company of 
Le Roy: Carriage Makers, at 
Le Roy, N.Y can supply citi-
zens of Western New York 
with elegant and substantial 
work in their line. They em-
ploy experienced workmen 
and use the best of seasoned 
timber and the finest quali-
ties of iron in their manufac-
tures. Citizens of Genesee 
Co. should patronize home 
industries by selecting their 
Buggies, Wagons, or Cutters 
of this firm. See card, page 
217.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

With the new school year 
fast approaching, the Mc-
Donalds in Le Roy teamed 
up with local leaders to put 
on a special event Wednes-
day.

School supplies are al-
ways an inevitable, yet 
usually expensive, part of 
the back-to-school routine 
for families. The Golden 
Arches Pack Giveback Pro-
gram, currently in its sec-
ond year, aims to help al-
leviate some of that stress 
and give back to the com-
munity.

Louis and Jen Buono 
own the McDonalds in 
both Le Roy and Spencer-
port, launching this pro-
gram at the latter location 
a year ago.

This is the first time the 
event was put on in Le Roy, 
and allowed local chil-
dren in the school district 
to come and grab needed 
school supplies while also 
getting the chance to meet 
local leaders and partici-
pate in fun activities.

Jennifer Ager was one 

of the local coordinators 
for the event, and believes 
helping parents alleviate 
the back-to-school stress 
is what’s most important 
about this backpack give-
away.

“We just want to give 
back to the community, 
help people who need it 
with hard times,” Ager said. 
“This lessens the burden 
on the parent having to 
get this. Everything’s ex-
pensive these days, and it 
just helps them prepare for 
back to school.”

Families who arrived at 
the event had the opportu-
nity to pick out a backpack 
for their children, which 
was filled with supplies 
such as folders, a pencil 
pouch with pens and pen-
cils, glue sticks, crayons, 
markers and a water bottle.

The community ral-
lied behind Ager and the 
Buono’s efforts, as village 
Mayor Greg Rogers, offi-
cers from the Le Roy Police 
Department, and repre-
sentatives from both the 
Hope Center of Le Roy and 
Woodward Memorial Li-

brary all making appear-
ances at the event and in-
teracting with families as 
they walked through.

According to Trisha Rig-
gi, one of the representa-
tives from the Woodward 
Memorial Library, the 
best part of participating 
in events like these is get-
ting a chance to inform the 
public about what services 
are available to them.

“There’s a lot of kids here 
that are not familiar with 
the library,” Riggi said. 
“I’ve noticed just from in-
teracting, that I think that 
they’re not familiar with 
the programs that we offer 
and things like that. I think 
it’s really important to get 
to the kids that don’t know 
that we’re there. We have 
all that free programming 
and arts and crafts and sci-
ence and all that fun stuff.”

Another local organiz-
er, Roslyn Zalacca, worked 
with the Le Roy Central 
School District for 32 years 
until her recent retirement. 
She praised the Buono’s for 
their continuing efforts to 
bring programming like 
this to the local area.

“I’m just so always hap-
py that they’re so generous 
with everything that they 
do,” Zalacca said. “They 
don’t live here (in Le Roy), 

but you’d never know it be-
cause they’re always will-
ing to help. So that says a 
lot.”

If this first backpack 
giveaway is received well, 
Ager hopes to continue 
teaming up with the Buo-
no’s to provide the com-
munity with events like 
these for years to come.

“Hopefully we can do 
this every year,” Ager said. 
“If it’s a big need, maybe 
we can do more.”

Le Roy McDonalds Hosts Backpack Giveaway
Community comes together to give out school supplies to families in need

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS
Le Roy residents, Scarlet Paul, 6, and her friend Carly Lantz, 7, show off their new 
backpacks on Wednesday at the McDonalds in Le Roy.

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
At right, Bethany Yochel, a manager at McDonalds in 
Le Roy, helps her daughter Grace Yochel, 6, pick out a 
backpack on Wednesday.
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their nursing program.
For Fisher, her long list 

of accolades immediate-
ly caught the attention of 
Allen and the scholarship 
board.

Fisher is heavily involved 
in her church, the New Pro-
gressive Church of God 
in Christ, and also volun-
teers with the Girl Scouts of 
America. Through both or-
ganizations she has helped 
out at local food drives and 
homeless shelters.

She also has a long list 
of awards and accolades to 
her name, including being 
a Princeton Prize winner 
in Race Relations, a mem-
ber of the Urban League of 
Rochester Black Scholars, 
a Genesee County Youth 
Recognition Award winner 
and a scholar athlete.

In her spare time, she 
has also started her own 
crochet business.

She will be attend-
ing Lincoln University in 
Pennsylvania this fall, with 
plans to study business 
management.

Sullivan is involved a 
great deal with the local 
community kitchen, where 
she helps prepare and dis-
tribute food to those who 
need it most. She is also 
active in Rotary, where she 
has helped organize cem-
etery cleanups and local 

holiday events.
She will be going to the 

University of Pittsburgh 
this fall and will enter the 
business administration 
program.

The First Presbyterian 
Church hosted a ceremo-
ny during regular Sunday 
service on July 12 to honor 
all three scholarship recip-
ients, which was attended 
by Smith and Fisher along 
with their families.

The church then held 
a reception afterwards 
where the scholarship 

committee and members 
of the community could 
meet and congratulate the 
recipients.

“We spent a nice hour or 
so just getting to know the 
families and what the kids 
are going to do, and they’re 
very excited about what 
they want to do in college,” 
Allen said. “(Smith, Fisher 
and Sullivan) have been 
members of the commu-
nity from day one. These 
kids go above and beyond, 
so they certainly stand out 
to us.”
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37 Myrtle St. - LeRoy, NY 14482
www.derrickmonumentcompany.com

(585) 768-8470

Large Display of Granite Memorials,
Cemetery Lettering and Much More

Derrick Monument Company Inc.
Celebrating 111 Years and 3 Generations

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend reg-
ularly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist 
Church a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am 
and our Sunday worship service typically includes sing-

ing a mix of both traditional and contemporary songs 
and hymns, a children’s message, and a sermon from the 

Word of God. 
  

First Baptist Church of Le Roy
5 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am. 

  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
We welcome all to join us for Sunday service

every week at 10:00am.
The Thrift Shop is now open on Tuesdays from 

10:00am - noon, and Saturdays
from 9:00am – noon.

Donations may be brought to the church on Monday,
Wednesday, or Thursday 9:00am – noon.

 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy • (585) 768-8980

office@Le Royumcny.org • www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 
Living Waters Church

30 Main St., Le Roy  • (585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy • (585) 768-6543
ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org

Mass Times @ OLM:
Saturday Vigil 4:30pm

Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm
Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.

Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm

Weekday: 7:30am Thursday
Mass times may change in the near future.

YouTube Livestream:
youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams

 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

1 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

Check out our store
to see what obituary
keepsakes we sell!

NewsKeepsake.com/Pages/Batavia-News

THELCN.COM
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A proposed investment 
to construct a new facility 
would be Rochester Da-
vis-Fetch Corp.’s third in-
vestment in the village since 
2024.

The company has submit-
ted an application for a $1.2 
million project to the Gene-
see County Economic Devel-
opment Center, GCEDC of-
ficials said in a news release.

The GCEDC’s Board of Di-
rectors will consider an ini-
tial resolution at its Thursday 
meeting to assist the project. 
The company proposes ex-
panding its operations by 
constructing a free-standing 
16,500-square-foot facility at 
9 Lent Avenue.

Rochester Davis-Fetch 
Corp. previously renovat-

ed an existing facility at the 
site in 2024 and completed 
an expansion in 2025. The 
company currently employs 
17 full-time equivalent po-
sitions related to those proj-
ects, exceeding original job 
pledges.

The proposed project 
is estimated to produce 
$616,097 in future benefits 
to the local community, in-

cluding construction wages 
and an increase in property 
tax revenue.

The project is estimated 
to generate a $3 local benefit 
for every $1 of requested in-
centives.

Rochester Davis-Fetch 
Corp. is requesting assis-
tance from the GCEDC with 
an exemption from the 8% 
state and local sales taxes for 

construction and equipment 
estimated at $64,000, and a 
10-year Payment-in-Lieu-
of-Taxes abating $198,634 of 
future property taxes gener-
ated by the new facility.

If the project application 
is advanced, a public hear-
ing on the proposed project 
agreements for Rochester 
Davis-Fetch Corp. will be 
scheduled in the village.

The GCEDC board meet-
ing will be 3 p.m. Thursday 
at the MedTech Center’s In-
novation Zone, 99 MedTech 
Drive, Batavia.

Meeting materials and 
links to a live stream/on-de-
mand recording of the meet-
ing are available at www.
gcedc.com.

Company Pursues $1.2M Le Roy Project
Rochester Davis-Fetch currently employs 17 in the village

If you need to dispose of a U.S. flag, 
now’s your chance to do it properly.

Botts-Fiorito Post No. 576 of the 
American Legion will conduct its an-
nual flag disposal ceremony at 1 p.m. 
Sunday. It will take place at North-
woods Sportsman on 8402 Gulf Rd.

Old flags or those torn or damaged 
beyond service life may be dropped 
off at the American Legion on 53 West 
Main St. in Le Roy or at the North-
woods the day of the ceremonial burn.

The public is invited to attend and 
participate. Refreshments and a light 

lunch will be provided courtesy of the 
Northwoods Sportsman Club.

“Our thanks to all involved in mak-
ing this event possible and for host-
ing this much-anticipated program,” 
Botts-Fiorito members said in a news 
release.

Flag Disposal Ceremony 
is Sunday in Le Roy

MATT SURTEL/DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
Le Roy firefighters ignite a pile of damaged U.S. flags in 2021 during Botts-Fiorito Post No. 576’s annual disposal 
ceremony. The effort ensures old and damaged flags are disposed of properly.

Honor the cherished memory of a 
loved one with a personal tribute.

Local News & Community • In Print & Online
585-250-0555 | www.thedailynewsonline.com/leroyweekendgazette

Place an obituary in The Le Roy Weekend Gazette starting at $75 for 5”. Each 
additional inch in depth will cost $15. Adding a standard size photo will cost 
$15. If you would like to run the obituary in either The Daily News or Livings-
ton County News in addition to The LWG, the obituary can be repeated at 50% 
of the original cost.

Newspapers offer a historical account of the communities they serve and we 
do not want to exclude anyone from our obituary page due to inability to pay. 
Therefore, a one-inch death notice that only lists the name, age, town, date of 
death and occupation of the deceased will be free of charge. The funeral home 
needs to note in their email that the obituary will be free. As such, the name of 
the Funeral Home will not be published in the free obituary.

The LWG allows Funeral Homes to publish a “partial” obituary. There is no charge 
for a partial as long as a complete obituary is forthcoming. If for any reason a full  
obituary is not published, The LWG will charge the minimum $75 obituary fee.

Call us for more information on deadlines and placement details.

Scholarship
From A1

PROVIDED PHOTO
Le Roy graduates Jagger Smith (left) and Elise Fisher 
(right) at the Olmstead Scholarship reception on July 12.

PROVIDED PHOTO
Harper Sullivan
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Sat - Sun, August 8-9
Starts August 8 @ 10am
Ends August 9 @ 5pm
Lewiston Art Festival

The Lewiston Art Festival 
will bring Center Street 

to life on August 8th and 
9th, with over 200 artists, 
dancers, musicians, the 

Chalk Walk competition, 
the Trail of Treaties and 

Indigenous Market, food, 
friends and fun!

Center Street
746 Center St.,  
Lewiston NY 

•
Saturday, August 8

9am - 4:30pm
The 13th Annual Scotts-

ville Car Show
Registration 9-12 all  

registration is done in 
person! THERE IS NO 

PRE  
REGISTRATION! Don’t 

let  
the scammers get you!

Awards 3:30
Drivers $20

Spectators free
Scottsville Johnson 

Park
98 2nd St., Scottsville

•
Sunday, August 9

1 - 7:30pm
Le Roy Ambulance Ser-
vice Golf Tournament

We’re excited to an-
nounce our first annual 
golf tournament! Reg-
istration is limited to 

20 teams of 4 - be sure 

to sign up ASAP so you 
don’t miss out on the fun! 

https://www.zeffy.
com/en-US/tick-

eting/leroy-ambu-
lance-2026-golf-tourna-

ment
Le Roy Ambulance 

Service
1 Tountas Ave, Le Roy NY

•
Saturday, August 15

4pm
The Brian Meetup

The Inaugural Brian 
Meetup: Are you ready 

to make history? We are 
calling all Brians to join 

us for the first-ever Brian 
Meetup in downtown 
Batavia! If your name 
is pronounced Brian. 
We know that instant 

connection that happens 
every time we meet an-

other Brian, and now it’s 
time to see if we can get 
100+ Brians together for 

some good fun.
Eli Fish Brewing Co.
111 Main St., Batavia 

• 
Sunday, August 16

2 - 8pm
Painting at Tracy B’s

Join us at Tracy B’s for a 
drink with friends while 

painting!
*Step-by-step painting 
guided by a local artist
*Choose your wooden 

sign design
*Complimentary drink 
from the bar included

*Take home your very 
own masterpiece

Sunday, August 16th at 
2:00

Must Register
$42 per painter

Smokin’ Eagle BBQ
7 Main St., Le Roy 

•
Saturday, August 22

11am
Liz Green Memorial  

Golf Tournament
Registration Begins at 

11am
Shotgun Start at 12noon
Dinner & Raffles at 5pm
$125 Per Foursome In-

cludes...
(4) person scramble

18 holes
Dinner 

TO REGISTER or SPON-
SOR THE EVENT...

Email: eegreen.13@
gmail.com

Call or Text: 585-409-
5967 (Erin)

Le Roy Country Club
7733 Route 5, Le Roy NY

• 
5pm

Masquerade Gala
Enjoy an evening of 

mystery, fine dining, 
dancing, and supporting 

a great cause. 5:00pm 
Cocktails, 6:00pm 

Dinner, 8:00pm Party 
with the Something 

Else Band. Tickets and 
table sponsorships are 

available by calling 494-
1621. Formal attire. All 

proceeds benefit Gil-
lam Grant Community 

Center.
Gillam Grant  

Community Center
6966 W. Bergen Rd., 

Bergen
•

Sunday, August 23
2 - 5pm

Wilmot Warrior Week-
end Guest Bartending  

Fundraiser
Every year, my Wilmot 
Warrior Weekend team 

rides 25 miles to help 
raise money for cancer 
research and survivor-
ship programs for our 
region! My teammate 

Kyle and I will be guest 
bartending at Tracy B’s, 

on Sunday, August 23 
and donating 100% of 
all tips to support this 

mission.
Live music starts at 

3pm by local artist Rich 
Hancy.

Limited food is provided 
by Alex’s Place.

Please join us for an 
afternoon of ice-cold 

drinks, good times and a 
great cause!

Huge shout out to Tracy 
and Jimmy for opening 
up their amazing brew-

ery for this event. We are 
so grateful!

Tracy B’s Market 
and Farm Brewery

8041 E. Main Rd., Le Roy 
NY

•
Sat-Sun, Sept. 5-6

Starting 2pm on Sept. 5
Ending 9pm on Sept. 6

2026 Wings Over Bata-
via Air Show

We’re thrilled to share 
that the show will be 

back September 5 & 6 to 
light up the night above 

Batavia Airport!
Wings Over Batavia has 
become the area’s can’t-
miss event of the sum-
mer, always featuring 

world-class performers 
putting on breathtaking 

displays. The perfor-
mances begin in the late 

afternoon and continue 
into the evening, con-

cluding with our iconic 
pyromusical. And with 

this year being the 250th 
anniversary of the United 

States, we’ll be taking 
our show to historical 
heights to celebrate!

Tickets are on sale now! 
Check out our website to 
get yours today! https://
wingsoverbatavia.com/

tickets/
Genesee County Airport
4701 E. Saile Dr., Batavia

_________________

ONGOING:
•

Mondays
6 - 10pm

Modern Monday
$10 entry (includes 1 

booster pack of current 
set)

Weekly event:
Sign-ups begin at 5:00 

pm
Round 1 begins promptly 

at 6 pm
Players entering after 6 
pm will receive a round 

1 loss
Format: Modern  

Constructed. 3 rounds
Prizes: Go 3-0 and get 

$15 in Store Credit!
Go 2-1 and get $5 in Store 

Credit!
Additional prizes will be 
awarded based upon 1st, 

2nd, 3rd place running 
leader board for this 

event and set. Final day 
will be last  

Monday prior to pre-re-
lease of the next set.

Dio’s Eclectic Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

•
Tuesdays

6 - 8pm
Weekly Flesh & Blood 

Armory
We would love to offer 
the community FaB at 
our play space. We are 

open to hosting whatever 
people are interested in 

playing! Bring a friend or 
group on out and enjoy 

yourselves! Top 6 prizes.

Dio’s Eclectic Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

•
Thursdays

5 - 8pm
From May 21st 

to September 10th
Cruisin’ at the Corral
Come Showcase Your 

Pride & Joy! ... and relax 
with the Cruiser fellow-

ship of Cruisin’ at the 
Corral Join us for one 
of Western New York’s 

finest displays of classic 
cars, trucks & motor-
cycles! FUN FOR ALL 

!!! Old Cars • New Cars 
• Sports Cars • Muscle 
Cars Trucks • Motor-

cycles • Specialty Cars 
INFO: - Some come ear-
ly, some stay late! - Most 
vehicles arrive between 
5:15-5:45pm - This is a 

relaxed event of Cruiser 
fellowship. - Please wait 

for an attendant to be 
present before parking 
in the field. - Join us in 
the stage area around 

6:30pm
Charcoal Corral & 

Silver Lake Twin Drive-
In

7037 Chapman Ave., 
Perry NY

•
Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering

People are welcome to 
come (in pairs or groups) 
anytime during our busi-
ness hours (1-7pm) and 

play free play. Sign up 
for the event through the 
WPN event link website. 
People are welcome to 
do this any day (Mon-
Sun) between 1-7pm. 

D&D, Pokémon, YuGiOh, 
or any other family 

friendly game play also 
welcomed in our game 

room! 
Contact us via call or text 
if you have any questions

(585) 356-7579
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy

1. GEOGRAPHY: How many coun-
tries border Argentina?

2. GAMES: What is a perfect score 
in a bowling game?

3. TELEVISION: In the animated 
series “Family Guy,” what kind of 
creature is often fighting with Peter?

4. COMICS: What is the name of 
Batman’s butler?

5. FOOD & DRINK: What ingredi-
ent gives the Greek liquor ouzo its dis-
tinctive taste?

6. LITERATURE: What are the 
names of Nancy Drew’s best friends in 
the detective novel series?

7. MOVIES: What brand-name 
underwear does Marty McFly have in 
the movie “Back to the Future”?

8. SCIENCE: What is the Prime 
Meridian?

9. U.S. STATES: Which state is 
home to the Carlsbad Caverns Nation-
al Park?

10. ASTRONOMY: What is the larg-
est moon of Saturn?

Answers
1. Five: Chile, Bolivia, Paraguay, 

Uruguay and Brazil
2. 300.
3. Ernie, the giant chicken.
4. Alfred Pennyworth.
5. Anise.
6. Bess and George.
7. Calvin Klein.
8. An imaginary line at 0-degree lon-

gitude.
9. New Mexico.
10. Titan.
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By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

ROCHESTER — For the 
first time since Buffalo Bills 
training camp began, you 
could feel the energy at St. 
John Fisher University.

The weather was perfect, 
the team was in pads for the 
entire practice, and it clear-
ly translated to the most ac-
tion-packed day so far.

The highlight of the day 
came from the star of this 
year’s camp, wide receiver 
DJ Moore. The play also fea-
tured a cameo from Josh Al-
len, who on the first play of 
11-on-11 action dropped a 
pass into Moore’s arms as he 
was surrounded by Christian 
Benford, Cole Bishop and 
Maxwell Hairston in cover-
age. Moore secured the catch 
and emerged from a wres-
tling match with Hairston 
going to the ground with the 
football for a 50-yard touch-
down.

Moore has made high-
light plays routine so far 
through five days of camp. 
After posting the worst sta-
tistical season of his career 
a year ago, and being traded 
to Buffalo this offseason, it is 
clear Moore is out to prove 
he has plenty of elite football 
still in front of him. His new 
running mate in the wide re-
ceiver room put it best after 
practice on Tuesday.

“Yeah, it’s ridiculous. I 
think whoever’s saying that 
should probably delete their 
social media,” Khalil Shakir 
said of anyone questioning 
if Moore ‘still has it.’ “I mean, 
the dude is unreal. The way 
he practices, the dude that 
he is, the football player that 
he is, real football guy. Even 
just, how long we’ve been 
up here, a week or whatever. 
Some of the stuff I’ve seen 
him do and the way I’ve seen 
him talk about the game is 
unreal. Honestly, it’s a bless-
ing to be around him and 
to be able to pick his brain, 
somebody who’s been at the 
top of our position since he 
came into the league. Like 
he’s absolutely unreal.”

Moore has made a strong 
early impression on the 
team, and it looks like Buf-
falo has found the No. 1 re-

ceiver it has been looking 
for since trading away Stefon 
Diggs.

“His energy is unreal too,” 
Shakir said. “You’re talking 
about an all-around guy who 
obviously is a stud at what he 
does, but also has the right 
attitude toward the game 
and toward what we do. It’s 
a grind every single day, and 
you can get lazy and tired, 
and that’s not in him. He’s 
somebody who is going to 
show up and kind of set the 
standard, set the tone for us. 
And what it does for me is 
it’s great to have a playmaker 
like that on the outside, and 
you can move him around 
as well. I think we got a lot of 
guys you can move around, 
and I think obviously the 
more dogs that you have that 
are getting open and making 
plays, the defense has to pay 
attention to, and it kind of 
works hand in hand with get-
ting other people open.”

That play set the tone for a 
day full of action.

There were multiple skir-
mishes throughout the day, 
the biggest coming after a 
late hit on rookie linebacker 
Kaleb Elarms-Orr on tight 
end Dalton Kincaid.

“I was just running to the 
ball. People were saying he 
already went down, (but) 
I didn’t see him go down. I 
was like in my drop, run to 
the ball. I just saw him spin. 
I thought he was still up, so I 
just hit him,” Elarms-Orr said 
of the play.

Despite honest inten-
tions, the hit brought every-
one together from both sides 
of the ball. That included left 
guard Alec Anderson, who 
found himself in the middle 
of the action, which is just 
how he likes it.

“I love it,” Anderson said. 
“You know it gets my testos-
terone up these days. Real-
ly gets the blood pumping, 
everything flowing. I just 
like going out there and be-
ing able to hear the pads 
thud. Every now and then a 
fight happens. It’s great, you 
know, it kind of builds the 
resiliency and the grittiness 
of the team, and I think we 
need to.”

As for the fight afterward, 

Anderson was happy with 
how it ultimately played out.

“I didn’t enjoy him hitting 
our guy after the whistle, but 
I enjoyed punching him in 
the face a couple times and 
choking him out. That’s al-
ways enjoyable,” he joked.

A couple other dustups on 
the day included rookie line-
backer TJ Parker mixing it up 
with rookie fullback Jackson 
Acker and tight end Keleki 
Latu, and rookie tackle Jude 
Bowry in the middle of a 
third confrontation.

As for the on-field prod-
uct, Elarms-Orr had a strong 
day both in the running 
game and defending the 
pass in 11-on-11 activities. 
Cornerback Christian Ben-
ford also had one of his best 
days of camp so far, blanket-
ing Bills receivers in cover-
age. Nickel cornerback Dee 
Alford mixed it up in the run-
ning game as well, making 
a couple of backfield stops. 
Linebacker Michael Hoecht 
was a full go from what could 
be seen, working in reps in 
all drills throughout the day 
off the edge.

CJ Gardner-Johnson 
missed practice in recovery 
from his calf strain, but was 
in good spirits and worked 
on the bike and with a train-
er off the side at different 

points throughout the day. 
Deone Walker also did not 
participate in team or indi-
vidual drills, and he said af-
ter practice he tweaked his 
left elbow. He was sporting a 
sleeve on that arm and said 
he would have a brace on it 
seemingly later in the day on 
Tuesday. He hopes to prac-
tice on Thursday.

Offensively, Ray Davis and 
Ty Johnson both got shak-
en up at moments. Johnson 
slipped on the track after 
celebrating a run early in 
the day, but was able to pop 
back up and didn’t miss any 
snaps. Davis was shaken up 
shortly thereafter and down 
for a while. He left with train-
ers before returning with 
tape on his right foot and fin-
ished the rest of practice.

With guys who missed 
a lot of time last season, 
kicker Tyler Bass, who has 
yet to kick in open practice 
sessions, has been kicking 
according to special teams 
coach Jeff Rodgers. The lack 
of in-practice reps has been 
by design.

“Yes to your question, yes, 
he’s kicked. It has been by 
design, not because it’s like 
‘don’t let him kick just yet.’ 
There is a finite number of 
things that we can get done 
on the field. And whether 

you are doing it amongst 
your team or in joint prac-
tice, field goal protection is 
not going to be as combative 
in practice as it is in a game. 
You can get things like kick-
off, you can get things like 
punt, those kinds of phases, 
so we’ve taken advantage of 
the walkthrough time be-
cause of the tempo that it 
requires or doesn’t require, 
and getting in that team 
environment. But at some 
point, guys got to start work-
ing on that stuff. Thursday 
will be the third time that we 
do field goal protection as 
a team, but first time we’ve 
done it in pads, and we want-
ed a padded day, so hopeful-
ly we get that worked out,” 
Rodgers said.

Bass is expected to kick 
in Thursday’s practice and 
in Saturday’s ‘Return of the 

Blue and Red’ scrimmage at 
Highmark Stadium.

Other notes from Tues-
day’s practice:

— The team did 1-on-1s in 
practice, and Mecole Hard-
man had a strong showing. 
He continues to push to 
make the team as the poten-
tial No. 6 WR/return man.

— Davison Igbinosun 
continues to be great if he 
can get hands on opposing 
WRs. In tight spaces, he has 
shown great coverage ability; 
in space, he still has strug-
gled at times.

— Damar Hamlin and 
Geno Stone continue to 
split safety reps in place of 
Gardner-Johnson. Phidar-
ian Mathis had first-team 
reps again, with Walker out 
at nose tackle. Anderson 
opened with the top reps at 
left guard as he and Austin 
Corbett continue to trade 
days.

— James Cook was a 
tough cover in 1-on-1 drills, 
beating Keonta Jenkins and 
Elarms-Orr for long comple-
tions.

— Keon Coleman made a 
great one-handed catch in a 
1-on-1 rep against Hairston, 
who had great coverage on 
the play. Both young players 
had quality days Tuesday, as 
Hairston solidifies himself as 
the team’s No. 2 corner and 
Coleman works for reps at 
WR

— Skyler Bell had a drop 
on a long pass attempt in 
1-on-1s. He has had drop 
issues so far dating back to 
rookie minicamp, but he is 
continuing to work with Josh 
Allen and earn first-team 
reps, a positive sign in the 
team’s belief in him.

Full Takeaways from Bills First Full Practice in Pads
Moore’s monster performance, rookies sparking fights highlight day

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Bills wide receiver Khalil Shakir makes a catch during drills on Tuesday.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

BATAVIA — The Muck-
dogs pitching rotation was 
arguably the best in the Per-
fect Game Collegiate Base-
ball League in 2026, and one 
of Batavia’s biggest threats 
on the mound, Eric Wood-
ley, was recently honored for 
his efforts as the 2026 PGCBL 
Pitcher of the Year.

As a group, the Muckdogs 
collectively posted a league-
high 4.57 ERA while record-
ing 375 combined strike-
outs across 333 innings, and 
much of that success can be 
attributed to Woodley.

Individually, Woodley 
posted a 5-1 record in 17 ap-
pearances during the 2026 
season, averaging a 1.67 ERA 
with 39 total strikeouts and 
a 0.93 WHIP across 32.1 in-
nings pitched.

In his 17 appearances, he 
also notched seven perfect 
outings.

Woodley’s dominance 
this season helped the 
Muckdogs go on a historic 
run, as he played a pivot-
al role in Batavia winning 
all three of its postseason 
games en route to the team’s 
first-ever PGCBL champion-
ship win.

In the team’s semifinal 
matchup versus Auburn, 
Woodley closed out the 
dominant 12-1 victory for his 
team by recording a strike-
out with one hit and zero 
runs given up.

In the West Division fi-
nals against a tough James-
town team, Woodley again 
finished things out for the 

Muckdogs on the mound, 
earning the save to secure a 
6-4 victory and the West Di-
vision title.

His biggest performance, 
though, would come in 
the PGCBL championship 
game against the East Divi-
sion-winning Utica Blue Sox, 
as for the third time during 
the postseason, he was trust-

ed with the final innings on 
the mound in what was the 
biggest game of the year.

In his 1.1 innings of work, 
he got himself out of a tricky 
situation with two runners 
on base by throwing the final 
pitch of the contest. This fly-
out resulted in a double play 
and secured the champion-
ship victory for Batavia.

This is Woodley’s third 
season with the team, with 
his role steadily increasing 
over the years.

In 2024, he appeared 
in two games for Batavia 
while recording a 1.93 ERA 
for the season, and in 2025, 
he jumped to 35.2 innings 
of work while posting a 4-0 
win-loss record.

Now, he closes 2026 with 
the PGCBL’s highest pitching 
honor after a career year and 
a championship win under 
his belt, becoming just the 
second Batavia player to ever 
be selected as Pitcher of the 
Year after Nolan Sparks took 
home the award in 2022.

The St. Louis Cardinals 
would later draft Sparks in 

the 2024 MLB Draft.
The Buffalo native now 

returns to play his college 
ball at Arkansas Tech Uni-
versity, where he played as 
the team’s closer last season 
while posting a 2-1 record 
with 11 saves, 28 strikeouts 
and a 2.10 ERA across 25.2 
innings of work.

Muckdogs’ Eric Woodley Named
2026 PGCBL Pitcher of the Year

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Muckdogs pitcher Eric Woodley fired up coming off the mound last season.
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Coaches – We Want Your Game Recaps!
Had a big win? Standout performance? Milestone moment?

Send your game recaps, stats, and
photos directly to our Sports Department at

SZerillo@BataviaNews.com for publication consideration.

Be sure to include:
•Final score  •Complete player stats
•Highlights of the game •Your name and contact information

Help us highlight your athletes and celebrate local sports in our community!
Email: SZerillo@BataviaNews.com

LWG SPORTS INSIDER

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

BATAVIA — Special.
That was the word Bat-

avia Muckdogs manager 
Joey ‘Skip’ Martinez used 
to describe his team all the 
way back before the sea-
son began, when he knew 
they could do something 
special this season. It all 
came to fruition on Friday 
night with the West Division 
champion Batavia Muck-
dogs rolling over the East 
Division champion Utica 
Blue Sox by a final score of 
13-1 to win the team’s first 
Perfect Game Collegiate 
Baseball League champion-
ship.

“There is one person I 
thank so much for giving me 
this opportunity, and it’s 
(Muckdogs owner) Robbie 
Nichols. He believed in me 
and gave me this oppor-
tunity. I told him, ‘We’re 
gonna build this from the 
bottom up, build the cul-
ture one year at a time.’ And 
we kept getting closer and 
closer, and the funny thing, 
they say, the third time is 
the charm, and this was the 
third time. We had all the 
belief and faith going into 
the season, and I told them, 
‘This is the year.’ So dreams 
come true, man.”

The game was never in 
much doubt for the Muck-
dogs who played in front of 
a packed house at Dwyer 
Stadium. The crowd helped 
propel the team to a com-
fortable win over a Blue Sox 
team fresh off a convincing 
10-2 win on Thursday night 
over the Amsterdam Mo-
hawks, who finished with 
the best record in the league 
during the regular season 
at 34-6-1. The East Division 
champion had previously 
won 12 of the 14 league ti-
tles dating back to 2011, in-
cluding the last six seasons, 
but Martinez never doubt-
ed championship baseball 
would return to Batavia.

“I promised him (Muck-
dogs owner Robbie Nich-
ols) back in 2021 when 
he hired me, ‘I’m going 
to bring a championship,’ 
Martinez said. “The saying 
is that the West will never 
win one. We just showed 
them the West is alive and 
well, and I think we just 
took over the throne.”

The win also had a per-
sonal meaning for Marti-
nez, who previously man-
aged Utica in 2018 before 
taking over in Batavia.

“On a personal level, that 
win was personal, and my 
boys delivered. You can’t 
write the script because it 
would be Hollywood-ish. 
But we wrote it, and we 
finished it. We ended it ex-
actly how we wanted to. 
I’m so freaking proud to be 
the manager of the Batavia 
Muckdogs. I’m so freaking 
proud, and I’m so f**king 
excited right now.”

Batavia did find itself 
in trouble early on in the 
game, with the bases load-
ed for Utica in the top of the 
first after a two-out error, 
walk and hit-by-pitch. Bat-
avia starting pitcher Gavin 
‘Bama’ Chandler struck 
out Xavier Smith looking to 
escape with a zero on the 
scoreboard and jumpstart 
the eventual momentum 
for the Muckdogs.

“Bama doing Bama 
things, man. That kid is in-
credible, and we have all the 
faith in him,” Martinez said. 
“We knew coming into (Fri-
day) that he was our guy. 
He’s been here for three 
years. Probably one of the 
best pitchers in the PGCBL, 
we banked on him, and he 
delivered.”

Chandler, who was even-
tually named the MVP post-

game, knew he had to dial 
back in once he loaded the 
bases.

“I had to get out of my 
mind after the error. I let it 
get down on me, but I had 
to bring it back. Once I re-
alized that I had to attack it 
like the best player out here, 
and that’s just what I did. 
From then on, I had to do 
it for every guy beside me 
in the clubhouse. I did it for 
them and the city of Bata-
via.”

Batavia got on the board 
in the second on a Cooper 
Romich sacrifice fly that 
scored James Quintero. 
That started a run where the 
Muckdogs scored in three 
straight innings.

The third inning saw Bat-
avia work back-to-back in-
nings to start, followed by a 
sacrifice bunt that brought 
Jackson Inman to the plate 
with two runners in scor-
ing position. He delivered 
with an RBI single to make 
it 2-0, and an error by Utica 
shortstop Anthony Perrita-
no allowed two more runs 
to score.

In the fourth, Jalen David 
doubled in Romich to keep 
the parade of runs rolling. 
After David swiped third 
base, Braeden Reina drove 
him in with a single to right 
field. An error allowed Re-
ina to move to third, and 
after a pitching change, 
Glenn Brooks scored him 
on a sacrifice fly to cap an-
other multi-run inning.

Batavia stranded a pair of 
runners in scoring position 
in the fifth, and Utica looked 
to pounce in the sixth to try 
and start a rally. The Blue 
Sox got a pair of hits to open 
the inning before Chandler 
recorded a crucial out by 

picking off Perritano from 
second base. Utica followed 
with two more singles, scor-
ing their first run on an RBI 
single from Kevin Francella.

That ended Chandler’s 
night, as he exited after 5.1 
innings, surrendering one 
run on five hits and four 
walks with five punchouts. 
Another longtime Muck-
dog, Garrett Beaver, came 
on in relief next and got a 
fly ball out to Reina in right 
field for the second out. Af-
ter securing the catch, Re-
ina delivered a strike to Ro-
mich at home to cut down 
Smith trying to score from 
third and end the inning, all 
but ending any chance of a 
Utica comeback.

The Muckdogs iced 
things in the bottom half of 
the inning with four more 
runs. Inman doubled in 
a pair, Braden Eye had an 
RBI single, and Evan Brock 
scored from third on a wild 
pitch to help Batavia stake 
claim to an 11-1 lead.

Romich and Jaylen 
Roque each had RBI dou-
bles in the eighth to push 

Batavia to the ultimate final 
score.

Inman finished the night 
2-for-3 with two runs and 
a team-high three RBIs to 
lead the offense. He was a 
member of last year’s team, 
but missed the postseason 
due to injury, which made 
winning all the more spe-
cial.

“I actually got hurt and 
missed the entire postsea-
son last year. So it’s a pret-
ty surreal moment to play 
here at Dwyer. I just think 
everybody leaned on each 
other. It’s a very tight-knit 
group of guys, and we got 
the job done.”

Chandler, who was in his 
third season with the Muck-
dogs, was so proud to finally 
bring a title home to Bata-
via.

“It means everything,” 
Gavin Chandler said. “I 
saw the culture early, but I 
was just a young buck at the 
time. Quickly, I became a 
veteran after every summer 
I came back and just teach-
ing the young guys that it’s 
just a baseball game at the 

end of the day. But it means 
more to everybody here. So 
to be able to finally fulfill the 
accomplishment that we’ve 
been building for over the 
three years, it’s everything 
to me.”

The Muckdogs lost last 
year’s championship series 
to the Saugerties Stallions 
2-0, including a wild 17-in-
ning affair in Game 2 that 
was played at Dwyer Stadi-
um. Getting so close a year 
ago gave all the guys who 
returned, like Chandler and 
Inman, a little extra juice all 
season long.

“I think it fueled all the 
guys coming back. We knew 
how close we were on day 
one. We were a bunt away 
from winning that game too. 
But guess what? We built 
and created something off 
of that season to improve in 
certain areas, and we hit it 
all on the mark, man. This 
game was a full-blown ex-
ecution of what we’ve been 
working on all year. So I’m 
super proud of my coaching 
staff, and again, the talent in 
this freaking clubhouse is 
off the charts, man.”

Reina and David joined 
Inman with multi-hit ef-
forts in the win. Reina went 
2-for-3 with three runs and 
an RBI while David finished 
2-for-5 with two runs and 
an RBI. Romich doubled, 
scored twice and drove in 
a pair, and Brooks singled, 

scored once and drove in a 
run.

Joey Socorro, Cooper 
Russell, Quintero, Eye and 
Roque all had hits. Roque 
and Eye drove in a run, 
Quintero scored once and 
Brock scored twice to round 
out the offensive efforts.

Beaver pitched 2.1 shut-
out innings of relief of 
Chandler for Batavia. Eric 
Woodley closed the game 
out with 1.1 scoreless in-
nings. Beaver and Woodley 
combined to allow three 
hits and one walk while 
striking out three.

Batavia finishes the sea-
son with an overall record of 
32-10-1, including postsea-
son play, and their first-ev-
er PGCBL title after previ-
ous final losses in 2022 and 
2025. The Muckdogs have 
emerged as a powerhouse 
under Martinez, winning 
the regular season West Di-
vision title each of the last 
five seasons.

While this year’s team 
was special, it may be just 
the beginning of special 
teams calling Dwyer Sta-
dium home. Martinez de-
livered on his promise of a 
championship, and more 
may be close behind in the 
years to come. For now, the 
2026 Batavia Muckdogs are 
champions, and nobody in 
Batavia will soon forget this 
special summer.

MISSION COMPLETE
Muckdogs dominate Utica, win first-ever PGCBL title

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Muckdogs manager Joey “Skip” Martinez holds up the championship trophy with his team.

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
The Muckdogs celebrate their championship win over Utica on Friday night.


