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With the introduction of girls flag
football as a Section Vsport, female in-
terestin football has certainly skyrock-
eted as more schools have added the
program to their athletic departments.
Nevertheless, fall tackle football has
largely remained male-dominated.

This, however, did not deter Le Roy
junior Maddie Paddock from giving
tackle football a try. After a summer of
training for this moment, she is now
set to play as the starting kicker for the
varsity Le Roy/Caledonia-Mumford
Rivals team this fall.

Paddockhasbeen a three-sport ath-
lete at Le Roy High School for some
time, regularly playing soccer in the
fall, basketball in the winter and soft-
ballin the spring.

One of Paddock’s basketball coach-
es, Tom Fernaays, was the one who
first approached her about playing
tackle football.

“One of our basketball coaches,
(Tom Fernaays), is one of the kicking
coaches. He said they needed a kick-
er, so I said I'd give it a shot,” Paddock
said.

The transition to playing place-
kicker for the football team has come
somewhat naturally for her as well, as
her background playing goalkeeper
for the girls soccer team has given her
some related experience.

“The transition has definitely been
rough at some times, but a little easy. I
have a background in doing goal kicks
because I'm a goalie, but definite-
ly kicking a football is way different
than a soccer ball,” Paddock said. “It's
kind of just that timing that I got to get
perfected to get the field goal going in
straight. I think I'm just expecting my-
self to get that timing down and make
the team proud this year by being able
to get us some extra points.”

The decision to play football was
easy, as she comes from a football fam-
ilyand even had a former soccer team-
mate play a similar role for the football
team in the past.

“We have a pretty big football fam-
ily, so I just wanted to keep that in the
family,” Paddock said.

One of her own cousins, Cal-Mum'’s
London Mattingly, also played foot-
ball. Paddock said that seeing some-
one like her cousin try something like
this inspired her to give football a try.

“I think my little cousin, London
Mattingly, she definitely inspired me
by being a girl and playing football
all the way up through youth and two
years on modified. It definitely in-
spired me,” Paddock said.

Her experience since joining the
team has been very positive, and she
praised her coaches and male team-
mates for creating a welcoming envi-
ronment for her.

“I think the football team has real-
ly been just a big part. All the coaches
and players are just super supportive
of everything,” Paddock said.

Paddock was a major part of a Le
Roy gitls basketball team that won the
Section V title last school year, and
now she is motivated to help the Rivals
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Paddock Ready For Success
as Lone Female on
LR/C-M Rivals Football
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Maddie Paddock will be the LR/C-M Rivals kicker this season.

earn their first block as a combined
football team.

“I want to give the Rivals a block. I
want the Rivals to have their first block
since we've combined teams. I real-
ly just want to help the boys do that
by getting extra points in very tight
games,” Paddock said.

Despite the attention she might get
for being a girl playing tackle football,
she emphasized that she doesn’t want
to take any spotlight away from what
should be a great season for the Rivals,
and she hopes to contribute to the
team’s success however she can.

“I am only a small part of a great
program,” Paddock said. “These boys
work so hard all year round for foot-
ball season, and this season I'm going
to try my best to add to that and help
them out as much as possible. Just be-
cause I'm a different gender going into
this, I don’t want to take away the spot-
light of how much heart and grit they
putinto the program.”

With that in mind, though, she also
hopes that if any other girls at her

school or elsewhere have wanted to
try this themselves, they shouldn’t be
afraid to do so.

“If there are any girls out there that
think they can’t do it, if they want to
get into football or wrestling or they
want to be in a boys sport, definitely
do it. Don’t be scared. The boys ar-
en't as scary as they look or sound,
and they're all supportive through the
whole thing,” Paddock said.

With the Le Roy school starting a
girls flag football team a few years ago,
Paddock thinks that this will help cre-
ate an avenue for more girls to try tack-
le football as well.

“I definitely think that now that we
have the flag football team, girls at the
school will definitely give it a shot,’
Paddock said. “I think that without the
flag football team in the past, girls have
just been a little bit hesitant. They hav-
en't really wanted to get out there and
try to do it. I'm hoping that me getting
out there and showing them that they
can do it will encourage girls in the
springto join the flag football team.”
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39th Annual Jim
Kelly Celebrity
Golf Classic
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By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

Monday marked the
39th annual Jim Kelly Ce-
lebrity Golf Classic at Ter-
ry Hills Golf Club in Bata-
via, and the stars showed
out once again to support
this charity event.

The golf tournament
has been a regular staple
in the local area, raising
money to support the Kel-
ly for Kids Foundation.

At 9a.m., buses and
transport vehicles began
arriving at the course to
drop off celebrity partic-
ipants, including famous
athletes, actors, and me-
dia personnel.

Some regulars returned
for the tournament this
year, including former
Buffalo Bills running back
and 1991 NFL MVP Thur-
man Thomas and actor
Kato Kaelin.

Thomas is also an af-
filiate of Batavia Downs,
along with being a regular

participant in Kelly’s golf
tournament. He shared
what keeps him coming
back.

“I've been with Bata-
via now for the last 10 or
15 years, and they're just
an outstanding group at
Batavia,” Thomas said.
“Outstanding people, and
you know, it’s still home.
Even though I'leave Buffa-
lo to come to Batavia, it’s
still Buffalo to me and the
people up here have been
absolutely great. I enjoy
coming up here and being
a part of Jim Kelly’s tour-
nament or even some-
thing for Batavia Downs.
It's just an awesome
place, and Ilove it.”

John Fina, another
member of the legendary
90s Buffalo Bills squad,
participated in the tour-
nament on Monday and
has local ties to the Bata-
via area.

“My uncle was the

See GOLF A3
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Jim Kelly during a press conference at the golf tour-

nament on Monday.
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A Black
Granite
Memorial

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

On a snowy Veterans’
Day on November 11, 2019,
a black granite bench was
dedicated to the two men
from Le Roy who died in
the Vietnam War - Gary
Scott and Harry “Skip” Van
Alst Jr. Funds had been
raised from the Le Roy
community to purchase
the bench and Derrick
Monument had it engraved
and placed in front of the
Soldiers’ Monument on
Trigon Park. Family mem-
bers and an honor guard
from the American Legion
braved the cold weather for
a short program, and gave
everyone an opportunity

1S

to reflect on the sacrifices
made by of all of the men
and women of Le Roy who
have pledged to preserve
our democracy.

The polished black gran-
ite bench was quarried
in Bangalore India in the
same quarry that was the
source of the black gran-
ite of the Vietnam Wall in
Washington. The Wall,
which was completed in
1982, was designed by
American architect Maya
Lin. The initial reaction to
the design was not always
favorable but through the
years, people have come
to understand her initial
thoughts — — that it would
be “The Wall that Heals”
The wall tapers from 8

PROVIDED PHOTO

A close up of the black granite bench placed in memorial to Gary Scott and Harry “Skip” Van Alst Jr.

inches at the narrow end
and reaches just over 10
feet at the tallest part. The
entire structure is situated
on 2 acres of land and in-
cludes a statue “The Three
Servicemen” and the Viet-
nam Women’s Memorial.
In 1990, several blank gran-
ite panels were purchased
in case any were damaged
and they were put into
storage at Quantico Ma-
rine base. In 2011, two of
the panels were shattered
during the Virginia earth-
quake. The names on The
Wall are engraved in Op-
tima typeface, designed
by Hermann Zapf and are
arranged chronologically
by the date of death. The
very first names originally
placed on panel 1E when
the Wall was built, were
Army Major Dale W. Buis

Force Technical Sergeant
Richard B. Fitzgibbon
died on June 8, 1956 and
his name was added later.
Gary Scott’s name appears
on Panel 47E, Line 5. Harry
Van Alst appears on Panel
44W, Line 32.

The wall connects the
past with the present as
visitors see their reflec-
tions while gazing at the
engraved names.. There
are 4124 names on the Viet-
nam Wall from New York
State, and 19 are from Gen-
esee County. Gary Scott is
listed from Monroe Coun-
ty because after he gradu-
ated from high school, the
family moved to Rochester
and after his death, he was
buried in the military sec-
tion of Riverside Cemetery
in Rochester. Every year,
Jim Bonaquisti goes up to

pelah Cemetery in Section
G.

When the black gran-
ite bench was dedicated
in 2019, Mike Vinci wrote
a poem that was read that
day:

What’s In a Name

Aname is just a couple of
words,

Put together for us all,

But grows to something
larger,

When it's etched upon
the wall

Now it paints a picture. .

Takes on a life all its own,

Itrepresents aloved one,

That a family once had
known.

It speaks of all the happy
times,

And the times when they
all cried,

And also tells of how he
lived,

It’s a story they all
shared,

Of times all full of cour-
age

And times when they
were scared.

It speaks of a sacred
bonding,

That will last them for all
time.

And akey to all the mem-
ories,

Locked away inside their
minds.

Now imagine all the
names here,

Had their stories begin
to play,

You's see just what a sol-
dier sees,

On each and every day.

So, pay a visit to the Wall,

And when you see a vet-

and Master Sergeant Ches- Riverside to clean thestone ~ And most certainly how ©rahl kneeling,
- fora great One place, every platform. All of ter M. Ovnand who died on and make sure grass and hedied. Offe‘r up ahttl.e prayer, -
our advertising needs cove July 8, 1959, however, itwas debris is removed. Harry To all his new found It will help him with his
% S ﬂ ¥ ‘ sing oy , later determined that Air Van Alstis buried in Mach- brothers, healing.
Making it simple and effective.
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D&D, Pokémon, YuGiOh,

those around him. He leaves
behind a legacy that will con-
tinue through the people who
loved him and the stories
they will carry with them.

motorcycle in recognition of
David’s love for cars.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als are suggested to St. Jude
Children’s Hospital, www.st-
jude.org/donate.
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LARGE DISPLAY OF GRANITE MEMORIALS,
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small 9-box square contains all of the
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6. U.S. STATES: How many states
border Mexico?

7. GAMES: How many wooden
blocks are in the game of Jenga?

8. GEOGRAPHY: What is the lon-
gest mountain chain in the world?
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Though he may no longer
be here to take us for a ride,
his spirit will live on in every
story we tell, every laugh we

Your memories and con-
dolences may be shared with
David’s family at www.fal-
conefuneralhome.com.
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LWG SPORTS INSIDER

Muckdogs See Two Alumni Move On to the Majors
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Bills Host Open Practice Tuesday
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Two former Batavia Muckdogs saw their . - > o — . ;
dreams come true by being drafted into the . - e * 7. b |
majors during the MLB Draft this season. b’(‘ - - - S S 5 &
- - i - o -

Luc Rising and Adam Agresti left the
Muckdogs in 2025 and 2023, respectively,
but their baseball journeys will continue to
cross as they were both drafted to the same
MLB team, the Los Angeles Angels, at picks
289 and 319.

For Muckdogs head coach and manager
Joey Martinez, seeing players like Agresti and
Rising come through the organization shows
the quality of talent that comes to play right
here in Batavia.

“It means the world to us,” Martinez said.
“Speaks of the quality of guys that we bring
in here and the crazy rigorous recruiting pro-
cess that we go through all season.”

Martinez explained the lengths to which
the Muckdogs organization goes every year
to build its roster, and how that has produced
several great players and successful teams.

“People think that you show up and your
roster just magically appears. It's pretty much
a year-round gig where once these guys go
back to school and fall ball, somewhere be-
tween that period of September and Novem-
ber, we start signing guys for the summer. So,
it’s a rigorous, rigorous, long recruiting pro-
cess,’ Martinez said.

Getting the opportunity for players like
Agresti and Rising to join the Muckdogs orga-
nization, and then being part of their devel-
opment and baseball journey, is very reward-
ing for Martinez.

“When we get guys like Luc Rising and
Adam Agresti, man, you could just see the po-
tential ooze out of those kids,” Martinez said.

Injury latest, a look at week ahead

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

ORCHARD PARK — The
Buffalo Bills held their last
practice of the week in Or-
chard Park on Tuesday, with
an open practice for fans at
Highmark Stadium.

Two big players returned to
the field on Tuesday, corner-
back Maxwell Hairston and
safety Cole Bishop. Both play-
ers had been billed as dealing
with ‘lower-body injuries’ by
head coach Joe Brady. Hair-
ston told reporters after prac-
tice that he had been dealing
with agroininjury dating back
to training camp.

Before practice, defen-
sive coordinator Jim Leon-
hard spoke about Hairston'’s
missed time.

“Anytime corners go out, to
me, the first thing to go is their
tempo, right? They start play-
ing too fast or sometimes your
eyes just get a little bit messed
up. So obviously every time
you lose reps, you feel like

* VINEY ke

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Luc Rising celebrates during a game last season. This year he was drafted into the MLB at pick 289 by the Los Angeles Angels.

Robbie Nichols, who's one of the best owners
in the league, I told him, before we start win-
ning games around here, we need to build the
culture,” Martinez said.

Providing players with these best possible
circumstances to succeed and improve both

better players and better human beings be-
cause ofit.”

Martinez still keeps in close contact with
both players and got a chance to congratulate
them after they were drafted in July.

“Both of them have reached out to me

“So, we came here, and we built this kind of
thing where they sit there and go, ‘this is the
best baseball environment I've been around,
and that’s the goal for us,” Martinez said. “So
now when they go back to their respective

“You get excited for them, and you're just
glad to be a part of that journey for them. You
hope that you made an impression on them.”

Getting to watch Rising become the player
he is through his time in Batavia is something
Martinezlooks back on very fondly.

“Luc Rising is like this crazy great story,’
Martinez said. “Some guys come here, and
they're not very talkative or not very outgo-
ing. And then within this culture, they just
open up, and it makes us feel good that we
can get guys to just embrace the everyday
hustle and bustle that goes on here, the grind,
and just embrace the culture and become

m

there.

since I reached out to them and congratu-
lated them both,” Martinez said. “Adam just
recently texted me a couple days ago... and
he goes, ‘Man, thank you for the experience
in Batavia. I'll never forget that experience

In Martinez’s six years as manager, he has
now seen an impressive four former players
that he coached get drafted to the MLB. He
believes the culture that he and his coaching
staff helped build in Batavia has created a
great environment for talent to grow.

“When I first took over here in 2021, I told

their playing and professional skills is what
the Muckdogs pride themselves on.

“It’s just as close to pro ball that some of
them may ever get outside of our draft guys,
right? So, they sign autographs, they come in
here, they have a beautiful clubhouse, they
have trainers, they got coaching staffs, they
got early birds, they got data, they got vid-
eo analysis, they have early work, they have
gyms that they go to, trainers, just so much
stuff that they don’t experience at their own
schools for some of them, most of them,”

Martinez said.

school, they say, ‘hey, coach, Batavia’s the
placetoplay and we need to send guys there!

The future continues to look bright for
the Muckdogs, as they are now coming off
a season in which the team won its first-ev-
er Perfect Game Collegiate Baseball League
championship, and Martinez is hopeful that
one day more Batavia players’ names will be
called on MLB draft night.

“I think in this group here, you may have a
few more (drafted to the MLB) in a couple of
years too,” Martinez said.

The MLB Draft took place onJuly 11 and 12

m

in Philadelphia.

Takeaways from Bills Preseason Opener Against Panthers

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

ORCHARD PARK — The
Bills had plenty of positive
signs to take from Saturday’s
preseason opener and a cou-
ple of negatives. Here are my
takeaways from the 29-14 win
over the Carolina Panthers.

Buddingstar?

Second-year defensive
tackle Deone Walker was
a one-man wrecking crew
across his three series of action
on Saturday.

Walker racked up three to-
tal tackles, a tackle for loss and
asackand dominated the Pan-
thers’ offensive line no matter
who was across from him. He
looked like the best player on
the field of anybody all day,
which is a welcome sight for
the Bills in their new defensive
scheme. Bills head coach Joe
Brady had high praise for him
postgame.

“Ifelt like he was an emerg-
ing stud last year,” Brady said.
“You know, going back and
obviously watching the tape
with it. Hes so mature, his size
and his length and his versatil-
ityupfrontandinalimitedrole
today, you felt him out on the
football field. And what that
does for Ed Oliver, what that
does for the other guys, that’s
huge. And you know, like I say
allthe time, we gottobe able to
stop the run. and a guy with his
size and length and the versa-
tilitywith it helps that”

If Walker can become a
consistent game-changer
on the interior, it complete-
ly changes the outlook both
short and long term for this
defense. Many have long
clamored for the team to make
amove at that spot, especially
lately with the potential rum-
blings of Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers’ star DT Vita Vea being
available for trade. Still, Walker
may be the guy who changes
this defense without having to
costanything extra.

Moore shines again,
avoidsscare

D] Moore has garnered
well-earned hype all offsea-
son, and he showcased a bit of
why across two series of action

on Saturday.

Moore’s connection with
Josh Allen was sizzling, with
the Bills’ new WR1 finishing
with 3 catches for 61 yards.

“Yeah, I thought he had a
good day,” Allen said of Moore.
“So we're going to continue
to grow on that. He’s a heck
of a football player, and we're
lucky to have him.”

He did get rolled up on a
bit at the end of the last catch,
exiting with a small limp to the
sideline and notreturning,

He talked with trainers
briefly but walked around
the sidelines for the rest of
the game and appeared to be
fine. While Brady has kept in-
jury updates extremely close
to the vest so far, he did note
that Moore was fine postgame,
a welcome sign for his long-
term outlook.

Leonhard pushing the
rightbuttons

The Bills’ new-look defense
was downright dominant in
thevictory.

Carolina failed to get a first
down in each of the first three
drives of the day. Buffalo had
forced another three-and-out
on the fourth drive until a bad
facemask by Geno Stone ex-
tended the drive. That even-
tually led to the Panthers’ only
points of the game.

Panthers quarterbacks
Bryce Young, Kenny Pickett
and Kyle Trask averaged 4.9
yards per attempt, with the
longest completion of the day
being a 20-yard dump-off to
AJ Dillon. The push up front

BILL WIPPERT/BUFFALO BILLS
Bills defensive tackle Deone Walker celebrates after
the team gets a stop.

beyond Walker was consistent
throughout, the tackling was
firm, and the coverage was
sticky all the way down the
depth chart for the Bills.

It was all capped by a Kani
Walker interception in the
fourth quarter, perfect icing on
the cake for the Bills' dominant
defensive day.

Atthe end ofthe day, itisstill
apreseason game, butholding
the Panthers to 201 total yards,
3-for-11 on third and only 14
points is a statement to begin
the Jim Leonhard era.

Walk(er)-ing on to the ros-
ter

Speaking of Walker, the
rookie has been a standout
all summer long, and the in-
terception was just the latest
example of his ability. The un-
drafted free agent signing has
quickly vaulted up the depth
chart, and his size and skill
have been a big reason why.
The interception, however,
showcased his elite instincts
and football sense, reading the
play before it developed and
getting into the lane before
Traskreleased the ball.

Walker’s celebration last-
ed through the next offensive
possession, and it is clear he
formed a strong bond with his
teammates in short order. His
name also goes down in the
record books ashaving the first
takeaway in the history of the
new Highmark Stadium.

It was a question whether
he'd be able to play after miss-
ing most of practice this week,
with Walker getting clearance

justyesterday.

“..A guy like Kani doesn't
blink right, and he hasn’t. He
didn’t practice this week. He
found out yesterday; we put
him through a workout and
was like, hey, you're going to
go out there, we're going to go
warm you up in the second
quarter or the third and half-
time, and get you ready to go
out there and play because we
didn’t want to overdo it with
some of the injuries. Hewas all
for it, being instinctual, seeing
it and kind of trap and make
the interception. I mean, that
is high-level play from a guy
that'sarook. AndI'mhappyfor
him. There’s a lot of emotions
that are going on when you're
just sitting on the sideline for
him to not blink, and that was
pretty cool,” Brady said.

Walker had an additional
pass breakup in the win. Even
though he was playing late
into the fourth quarter and
seemingly behind fellow rook-
ie Toriano Pride Jr,, it feels like
Walker is the one who has a
spot on this team staring him
down with two weeks left of
the preseason.

PutQBlonice

Josh Allen, as you'd expect,
was excellent in his short stint
on the field, finishing 6 of 8 for
111 yards and a touchdown
pass to Keon Coleman, the
firstin the new stadium.

The bad news was the of-
fensive line allowed him to
get hit several times in just
two drives, notably with Jaelin
Phillips causing havoc in the
backfield with a sack and an-
other QB hit.

Offensive line struggles
were one of the biggest blem-
ishes of the Bills offense on
the day, with the starters and
reserves letting up some ugly
reps. Rookie tackle Jude Bow-
ry had a particularly notable
tough day, allowing multiple
sacks.

Game planning for these
games is bare-bones, so it may
not all fall directly on the big
guys up front, but it is worth
monitoring as things progress.

Bassbusy

With the Bills consistently

driving into scoring territo-
ry, Tyler Bass got to kick early
and often. He finished the day
3-for-4 on field goal attempts,
making from 33, 46 and 29
yards, while missing from 45
yards out. He also was perfect
on extra-point attempts, going
2-for-2.

Getting as much work as
he did is certainly a plus for
the veteran kicker after not
playing at all last season. The
miss, however, spells what
has long loomed over Bass
since his last healthy season:
a lack of consistency. Buffalo
has not brought in any com-
petition this offseason, so the
job is his to start the regular
season barring injury. But that
doesn’t mean the leash will
be long, and some ugly weeks
and costly misses could lead to
tryouts happening quickly this
season.

It is also worth noting that,
although the punters did not
punt at all in this game, rook-
ie Tommy Doman Jr. handled
the holds on Bass’ early kicks,

KRR

and the veteran kicker praised
therookie.

“He’s a pro. He’s a holder.
I've been through a few. Get-
ting to work with him in train-
ing camp, it’s nice. He does a
good job, and he’s growing.
We'relearning,’ Bass said.

Ground repairs

The Bills may still be work-
ing out some kinks with the
new Highmark Stadium, and
at times the grass was notice-
ably beat up. This was also
noticeable during the Return
of the Red & Blue practice last
week.

The field had to be worked
on during stoppages more
than once, particularly early
on, as divots formed on the
new grass. There was also a
massive presence on the field
postgame repairing the many
divots left from the game. This
will be something to monitor
as the games start to count on
whether this is preventable or
thenewnormal.
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you're falling behind and hav-
ing to catch up. I don't think
he'll have any issues as far
as schematically what we're
asking them to do or commu-
nication on the field. It's how
fast can they snap back into
playing with the right tempo,
playing with aright technique.
That's the stuff, just with a new
scheme and a new defensive
back coach, you'd like him to
get as many reps as possible
just to lock in that technique
so it's second nature for him,”
Leonhard said.

The Bills still had plenty of
players down for Tuesday’s

Bills cornerback Maxwell Hairston works during his return to practice on Tuesday.

practice, including some
new additions. Wide receiver
Keon Coleman was sporting a
walking boot on his right foot
following an injury Saturday.
Brady said after the presea-
son opener that Coleman
would be fine. NFL Network’s
Cameron Wolfe is reporting
Coleman is suffering from a

sprained right foot/toe. Khalil
Shakir was also on the shelf on
Tuesday with an undisclosed
injury.

Defensive tackle Ed Oliver
and safety Jalen Kilgore were
also new additions to the inju-
ryreport, sitting out Tuesday.

Receiver Skyler Bell, run-
ning back Ty Johnson, cen-
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ter Connor McGovern and
safety CJ Gardner-Johnson
remained out, with McGov-
ern and Gardner-Johnson out
on the field during practice in
street clothes besides for their
jerseys.

DJ Moore also did not par-
ticipate in any team drills
during practice after leaving
Saturday banged up with a
lower-body injury. Moore did
participate in individual drills
and appeared to move at full
speed during the portion of
practice hewas on the field for.

With the multitude of re-
ceivers out of the lineup, it was
a day for the defense. Several
plays would've been sacks
due to Josh Allen’s lack of op-
tions open downfield. One
of those came from Landon
Jackson, who started Satur-
day on the defensive line.
Leonhard spoke about his
increased confidence prior to
practice Tuesday.

“I think you'd see the con-
fidence growing,” Leonhard
said. “In the offseason was a
little bit limited to start just
coming off the injury, and
obviously new scheme, new
position. And when he came
back to camp, you just saw
him own it. Like, this is what I
am, this is who I am, and he’s
continuing to grow. That was
abigpartof the evaluation last
week was get out there and
let’s see what he’s able to do
with that first group. And was
excited for some of the things
he did. And I'm sure he’d have
a different critique of himself;
he’shard on himself. But that’s
the number one thing with
Landon, is just playing with
confidence and trusting his
ability and trusting the physi-
calityhe has.”

There is a real chance Jack-
son, even if he hasn't already,
surpasses T.J. Sanders in the

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
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Bills quarterback Josh Allen fires a pass.
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Bills wide receivers DJ Moore (left), Khalil Shakir (cen-
ter) and Tyrell Shavers (right) watch on during practice.
Shakir and Shavers (PUP list) were both out, while
Moore did not participate in team drills.

pecking order up front.

Even when Allen was get-
ting the ball away, it was clear
he was not on the same page
with the guys out there that he
hasn’tworked with as much.

A couple of highlight plays
featured Stephen Gosnell sky-
ing over Kani Walker for along
completion from Allen, and
Dante Pettis catching a touch-
down around 30 yards on a
perfect throw from the Bills’
star quarterback.

The Bills are set to hit the
road this week for Cleveland,
where the team will have a
joint practice on Thursday
before the second preseason

* Final score
* Highlights of the game
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game on Saturday. The two
teams are expected to play
starters significantly at prac-
tice, according to Browns
head coach Todd Monken.

“We [Monken and Brady]
bothtalked aboutthatifwe see
out of our ones (starters), our
old players, on Thursday, they
would not play in the game.
We agreed upon that. The plan
isthatwe’ll play our ones a sig-
nificant amount against each
other on Thursday in a con-
trolled environment... and see
where we're at,” Monken told
thelocal media.

With that in mind, it will be
interesting to see how much,
if any, the Bills play some of
the top guys in the preseason
game.

Other notes:

— The Bills worked out
and later signed defensive
tackle Greg Gaines late in the
day Tuesday. The 30-year-old
spent the last three seasons
with the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers.

— The grass field was a hot
topicagain on Tuesday. Sever-
al players said they preferred
the grass over the old turf, but
that there were still improve-
ments to be made. The Bills
are continuing to try to get the
field in top shape ahead of the
regular-season home opener.



