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It was announced 
on April 15 that the 
Le Roy Central School 
District has put to-
gether its proposed 
budget for the upcom-
ing 2026-27 school 
year, with increases to 
the tax levy on its way.

The overall bud-
get is to be set at 
$32,832,318, which 
is an increase of 
$796,730, or 2.49%, 
from last year’s budget 
of $32,035,588.

To account  for 
the increase in the 
school’s budget, the 
district is proposing a 
1.81 percent increase 
in the tax levy.

In an announce-
ment made to parents 
and guardians, Le Roy 
Superintendent Mer-
ritt Holly discussed 
that the budget in-
crease is a reflection 
of a multitude of fac-
tors that have made it 
necessary to increase 
spending.

“The budget in-
crease is driven by sev-
eral factors, including 
rising health insur-
ance costs, reduced 
state aid, unfunded 
mandates, contrac-
tual obligations, and 
higher utility expens-
es,” Holly wrote in the 
announcement.  “A 
significant challenge 
in this year’s planning 
process has been the 
absence of a finalized 
State budget, resulting 
in only a 1% increase 
in our state aid alloca-
tion.”

In response to the 
rising costs in other 
areas, Holly and the 
district will enforce 
cost saving measures 
such as reducing 8.0 
full-time equivalent 
(FTE) positions. These 
changes will occur 
within administrative, 
teaching, and teacher 
assistant roles.

The district plans to 
manage these staff-
ing changes through 
retirements, and by 
reshuffling staff to 
different buildings to 
make sure needs are 
still being met.

However, with these 
changes, Holly prom-
ised that no one cur-
rently employed by 
the district will be laid 
off or fired as a result.

“No current staff 
members are being 
cut due to the budget,” 
Holly wrote.

Along with the 
aforementioned rea-
sons for the budget in-
crease, Holly also not-
ed that the downward 
trend of student en-
rollment that is being 
seen by rural school 
districts statewide was 
also considered when 
putting together this 
budget.

“Like many rural 
school districts across 
New York State, Le 
Roy CSD continues to 
experience declining 
student enrollment. 
Over the past eight 
years, we have kept 
our budgeting ap-
proach consistent and 
fiscally responsible, 
balancing enrollment 

trends with student 
needs while minimiz-
ing the impact on ed-
ucational programs,” 
Holly wrote.

In response to de-
clining enrollment, 
Holly and the district 
discussed that class 
sizes may be increased 
in order to maximize 
staffing resources.

While there are con-
cerns with combining 
classes that students 
will get a less special-
ized and personal ex-
perience, Holly want-
ed to emphasize that 
the district remains 
committed to provid-
ing students with the 
same quality educa-

tion.
“The Board of Ed-

ucation and District 
leadership remain 
committed to max-
imizing our staffing 
resources to ensure all 
students are well-pre-
pared for graduation,” 
Holly wrote.

Voting for the pro-
posed budget  by 
members of the Le 
Roy school district will 
take place on Tues-
day, May 19. Holly and 
the district encourage 
anyone with ques-
tions or concerns to 
reach out to the dis-
trict office.

Le Roy CSD Announces Proposed 2026-27 Budget
Includes 1.81 percent increase in the tax levy

Le Roy Jr.-Sr. High School

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Le Roy Superintendent Merritt Holly.
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Looking
Back

with Lynne

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

On April 19, 1775, early in 
the morning, the British were 
marching to Lexington on their 
way to Concord to gather am-
munition and arms that they 
feared would be used by the 
Americans. One Scottish veter-
an, had written, “burning two 
or three of their towns, will set 
everything to rights. Nothing 
. . . but this will ever convince 
these foolish, bad people that 
England is in earnest.” In the 
meantime, a group of Minute-
men were gathering in Lexing-
ton. Among them was twen-
ty-five-year-old John Ganson, 
who after the war, would come 
west and become the first set-
tler in what was to become 
Le Roy. The Minutemen had 
been warned the night before 
by Paul Revere and William 
Dawes who saw the two lan-
terns in the Old North Church 
steeple in Boston, that the 
British were marching from 
Boston. Revere was able to 
reach John Hancock and John 
Adams at the parsonage and 
he yelled “The Regulars are 
coming out”, and the two men 
fled. The bell in the church in 
Lexington began to ring and 
the Minutemen began running 
to the triangular town green. 
There were approximately 77 
local militia standing on the 
Lexington ready to face the 

British. Captain John Parker, a 
veteran of the French and Indi-
an War, was in command

Ganson was a Private in 
Captain Ebenezer Goodalls’ 
Company from Hampshire 
County, Massachusetts. Some 
of the women tagged along to 
watch what their husbands and 
neighbors were getting them-
selves into. But John probably 
told his wife to stay home and 
take care of their young son, 
who was only one.

Shortly before dawn, some-
one spotted the British. Six 
companies of regulars – 250 
men. Captain Parker had been 
told by the Massachusetts 
Provincial Congress that the 
Americans should not initiate 
the fight. As the Redcoats ad-
vanced, a British officer yelled 
“Throw down your arms, ye 
villains, ye rebels, Disperse 
. . . immediately!” A musket 
fired. Eight Minutemen died. 
Nine were wounded and the 
rest fled. The British let out a 
cheer and headed to Concord. 
The church bells continued to 
sound alarm and more Min-
utemen headed to Concord. 
The British seized two bridges 
over the Concord River and 
broke into houses and barns. 
The discovered hundreds of 
pounds of musket balls and 
they threw in a mill pond. Brit-
ish soldiers chopped down 
a Liberty pole and set some 
gun carriages on fire. The fire 

spread into the town. The Min-
utemen charged into Concord. 
There were more casualties on 
both sides and eventually as 
the British headed back to Bos-
ton, the Americans followed 
them and fired from behind 
trees and stone walls, picking 
off British soldiers one by one, 
a technique they had learned 
from the Native Americans. 
Two months later, on June 17, 
the Americans marched to 
Boston and hastily built a for-
tification on Bunker Hill over-
looking the British in Boston. 
John Ganson was at Bunker 
Hill. Not much is known about 
his participation at either Lex-
ington or Bunker Hill, but it is 
recorded that he was wounded 
at Bunker Hill and lost his gun 
finger.

John Ganson was born April 
13, 1750, in Massachusetts Bay 
Colony. His family had arrived 
from Scotland two genera-
tions earlier. On May 16, 1773, 
John Ganson married Mary 
Holton in New Salem, Franklin 
County, Massachusetts. They 
had three children, James, 
John, and Mary. John served 
throughout the Revolution re-
enlisting with several different 
units. He served as 2nd Lieu-
tenant in Captain Seth Pierces 
Company and 1st Lieutenant 
in Oliver Coney’s Company. 
One record indicates that he 
may have fought with Colonel 
Szar’s Regiment.

It is known that Ganson 
was with the Clinton-Sullivan 
Campaign in 1779. On Novem-
ber 11, 1778, a combined force 
of British and allied Iroquois 
warriors, loyalist Rangers and 
a small

number of British soldiers 
launched a raid on the village 
of Cherry Valley. The brutal 
destruction of Cherry Valley 
led the Continental Congress 
to order General Washington 
to launch a retaliatory cam-
paign against the Haudenos-
aunee Iroquois Nation. John 
Ganson served under General 
John Sullivan and between 
June and October 1779, Sul-
livan’s army laid waste to the 
villages and fields of primarily 
the Senecas as well the other 
three British-allied nations of 
the Haudenosaunee. The ex-
pedition destroyed 40 villages, 
corn fields, and orchards. The 
Iroquois fled to the British held 
Fort Niagara, where many of 
them starved during the harsh 
winter. John Ganson saw the 
fertile fields filled with corn and 
apple trees in the well-tended 
orchards. Ganson, like many 

other soldiers, remembered 
the fertile farmland and moved 
to the newly opened territory 
after the war ended.

In 1789, John left his wife 
and young daughter in Mas-
sachusetts and with his two 
young sons arrived in the Gen-
esee country and settled east 
of the Genesee River, in what is 
now Avon, near Rush. He built 
a very primitive grist mill for 
grinding corn. It was powered 
by a small stream of water that 
was diverted into a tub mill and 
utilized local stone for the mill 
stones. Supposedly the stones 
were banded together by the 
metal from a wagon wheel tire. 
In 1949, the New York Educa-
tion Department erected a sign 
near the site of the Ganson mill: 
“100 feet east is site of Gan-
son’s Mill 1789 First flour mill 
in the Genesee Valley.” This 
was about the same time that 
Ebenezer “Indian Allen” built a 
grist mill in the Mill Tract on the 
west side of the Genesee River.

Ganson decided to go back 
to Massachusetts to bring his 
wife and his young daughter 
back to the frontier. He left his 
two sons with the neighbor-
ing Iroquois expecting that he 
would return soon with the 
rest of his family. However, 
when John reached home, he 
learned that his wife was seri-
ously ill. He stayed by her side 
until she died but he wasn’t 
able to return to pick up his 
sons for nearly two years. By 
that time, both boys had ad-
opted the ways and language 
of the Senecas. Instead of re-
turning to the mill in Avon, in 
1797, John moved further west, 
several miles west of the Gen-
esee River and bought the log 
cabin of Charles Wilbur. Gan-
son opened a tavern on what 
was the main road between 
Albany and the Niagara River. 
It was said that one of the first 
Masonic meetings in the area 
was held in the upstairs room 
of the tavern and that one of the 
first sermons was delivered by 
Stephen Stillwell in the bar.

Soon, other settlers arrived 
and built barns and log cabins 
and the area became known 
as the Ganson Settlement. 
In 1801, a school was estab-
lished. John Maude on his visit 
to Niagara Falls in 1800 wrote 
about stopping at Ganson’s 
“Proceeded on my journey 
297 miles (from Albany) Gan-
son’s Tavern. When my friend 
L. passed this place last year 
Ganson’s was a solitary house 
in the wilderness, but it is now 
in the midst of a flourishing 

town in which twenty-one 
families are already settled. A 
new tavern and a number of 
dwellings houses are build-
ing.” However, five years later 
Timothy Bigalow had a com-
pletely different experience. 
“July 22, 1805 — Ganson’s is a 
miserable log house. We made 
out to obtain an ordinary din-
ner. Our landlord was drunk, 
the house was crowded with a 
dozen workmen, reeking with 
rain and sweat and we were an-
noyed with plaintive cries and 
screams of a crazy woman in 
the next room. . . . We hastened 
our departure before the rain 
had ceased.” Robert Sutcliff 
returning from Niagara men-
tioned that “the number of In-
dians hanging about such fron-
tier taverns as Ganson’s during 
the winter months made them 
very disagreeable stations for 
travelers.” John Ganson died 
in 1813 at the age of 63 and was 
buried in a cemetery “east of 
the creek,” which was probably 
a reference to the Buell Cem-
etery on East Main Road east 
of the Ganson Settlement. His 
sons continued to

live in the Ganson Settle-
ment which in 1812 had offi-
cially become known as Bel-
lona, named after the goddess 
of war. Within a short time, in 
1813, the name was changed 
to Le Roy after Herman Le 
Roy, the wealthy New York City 
businessman, whose compa-
ny purchased the 86,000 acres 
known as the Triangle Tract.

At the time of John Ganson’s 
death, the country was again 
embroiled with a war with 
Britain. The War of 1812 was 
particularly hard fought in the 
battles on the Niagara frontier. 
The Battle of Blackrock — the 
attack on Buffalo — occurred 
on December 30, 1813. The 
militia from the Ganson settle-
ment marched to Buffalo. (It 
was said that General Winfield 

Scott, who was wounded at 
Buffalo, was carried to the Gan-
son Inn where he recovered. 
This story has been proven to 
be erroneous.) The Ganson Inn 
was enlarged by his son James, 
and the log cabin was replaced 
by a frame building. It became 
one of the best known houses 
beween Albany and Buffalo. 
James also enlarged a tavern 
on Main Street in the Village 
which became known as the 
Eagle Hotel.

John Ganson’s grandson, 
who had become a wealthy 
physician, wrote in his will, 
that money would be set aside 
to have his grandfather’s body 
moved to Machpelah Ceme-
tery to be placed in the Ganson 
plot. And so, John Ganson’s 
final resting place is in Mach-
pelah. The old stone, which is 
said to have been brought from 
Albany by ox cart, has been 
repaired with metal straps is 
situated next to a new marble 
stone. The old stone reads:

In travelers claims he bent 
his weary way,

where perils prowled and 
wild beasts lurked for prey;

by perseverance and indus-
trious toil

laid low the forests and 
made the desert smile,

till low in death he laid his 
weary head

beloved while living, and re-
vered now dead

The Ganson Inn, the large 
wooden frame building which 
was located on East Main Road 
became known as the Aiken or 
Olmsted farm. It was torn down 
in March 1935 when Helen 
Woodward Rivas, the youngest 
daughter of Orator Woodward, 
who owned the Jell-O Com-
pany, decided to build a home 
on the edge of the Le Roy golf 
course. The front door of the 
inn was removed and taken by 
John Jenner and put on a house 
in Albany.

John Ganson – 
One of Le Roy’s 
Revolutionary 
War Veterans
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PRESS RELEASE
Genesee Country Village & Museum

MUMFORD — Genesee 
Country Village & Museum 
begins its 2026 high season 
on Saturday, May 2, followed 
by a jam-packed season of 
fairs and festivals, daily pro-
gramming, and exciting new 
exhibits. Spanning over 600 
scenic acres, GCV&M invites 
visitors of all ages to explore 
our Historic Village, world-
class Gallery, and immersive 
Nature Center or attend one of 
the special programs offered 
throughout the month. Here’s 
a sneak peek of what’s happen-
ing at GCV&M this month:

Antiques and Artisans 

Preview Party, Friday, May 1, 
5:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Join us for a sneak peek at 
the treasures for sale during 
the 2026 Antiques and Arti-
sans show. The Preview Party 
is a great way to check out the 
vendors before the show and 
secure your prized find. Guests 
who attend the Preview Party 
get into the Antiques and Arti-
sans show on May 2 for FREE.

Antiques and Artisans 
Show, Saturday, May 2, 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

The 28th Annual Antiques 
& Artisans Show takes place 
on May 2, 2026, when Gene-
see Country Village & Muse-
um welcomes dealers from 

around the region with both 
fine and primitive 19th-centu-
ry wares to 20th-century vin-
tage. Plus, shop handcrafted 
goods by local artisans and ex-
plore all GCV&M has to offer.

Upstairs Downstairs Af-
ter-Hours Tours, Friday May 
8, Saturday May 9, Friday 
May 22, and Saturday May 23, 
5 – 8:30 p.m.

Our popular Upstairs/
Downstairs tour is back this 
May. During this tour, Mu-
seum professionals provide 
insight from behind scenes of 
working at a museum, as well 
as special access to the upstairs 
and downstairs of historic 
buildings – something most 
visitors don’t get to see.

Mother’s Day at GCV&M, 
Sunday May 10, 10 a.m. – 
4 p.m.

Mother’s Day at Genesee 
Country Village & Museum is 
a great way to celebrate your 
mom. Interpreters in the his-
toric village will showcase 
tasks and activities reflective of 
19th-century life for mothers. 
Moms receive free admission 
to the Historic Village.

Mother’s Day Brunch, 
Sunday May 10, 10 a.m. – 
1:45 p.m.

Our Mother’s Day Brunch 
is a wonderful way to cele-
brate Mom’s special day. With 
delectable brunch favorites, 

vegetarian/vegan/gluten-free 
options, a cash bar, and more, 
there’s something for every-
one to enjoy. Savor a delicious 
meal in the Museum’s Meeting 
Center dining room, then head 
out into the Historic Village to 
explore all of the daily happen-
ings.

Landmarks & Lunch Trol-
ley Tour: Thursday May 14 
and Thursday May 21, 11 a.m. 
– 1 p.m.

This spring, join us for a de-
lightful guided trolley tour of 
the Museum. This tour is great 
for visitors of all ages, and will 
be followed by a light lunch. 
Each ticket includes all-day 
admission to the Museum.

War. What is it Good For? 
Homeschool Day, Friday 
May 15, 2 — 4 p.m.

During the 19th-century, 
the young United States was 
involved in multiple conflicts, 
including the War of 1812 and 
the Civil War. Join us for this 
guided tour to understand 
how these nationwide events 
impacted Western New York. 
This tour is for ages 8-18.

1812: The Genesee Valley 
at War, Saturday May 16 & 
Sunday May 17, 10 a.m. — 
4 p.m.

The War of 1812 is consid-
ered the “Second War for Inde-
pendence,” as the young Unit-
ed States fought from the East 

Coast to the Mississippi River. 
Come be a part of this history 
at the Genesee Country Village 
& Museum as we explore the 
impact this war had on the citi-
zens of Western New York.

Night at the Museum, Sat-
urday May 16, 5 p.m – Sunday 
May 17, 10 a.m.

Join us for a fun-filled 
“Night at the Museum”. Bring a 
bagged dinner for the evening, 
then join us in our 19th-cen-
tury tavern for family-friendly 
beverages, treats, and histori-
cal games. Before camping out 
for the night, attend a guided 
tour in the 19th-century Vil-
lage, and enjoy a campfire to 
roast marshmallows. In the 
morning, join us for breakfast 
and coffee before a morning 
trail hike.

GCV&M’s Official 50th 
Anniversary, Friday May 22, 
10 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Join us for the Museum’s 
50th anniversary celebration. 
GCV&M opened to the public 
on May 22, 1976, and we’ll cel-
ebrate 50 years later with spe-
cial tours, evening hours, ways 
to share your memories of the 
Museum, and of course, cake.

MacKay Luncheon, Satur-
day May 23 and Sunday May 
24, 12 – 2 p.m.

Join us for an enchanting 
afternoon luncheon, set in the 
picturesque MacKay home. 

Enjoy a menu celebrating the 
vibrance of the season while 
being pampered in an elegant, 
inviting atmosphere. After 
your meal, listen to GCV&M 
staff discuss history and sto-
ries of the Museum. The menu 
includes chilled gazpacho, 
pastry-wrapped brie with apri-
cots and almonds, strawberry 
chicken spring salad, rolls and 
honey butter, and lemon tarts.

History on Tap, Friday May 
29, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Sample local craft beers, 
wines and ciders at this happy 
hour like no other. Live music, 
food, and after-hours access 
to the Museum all make for a 
fun and unique night out with 
friends. This is a 21+ event.

Spring Workshops
From leather stitching to 

whisk broommaking to flower 
arranging, the Spring Work-
shops have something for ev-
eryone.

Leather Stitching Workshop 
— Knife Sheath — Genesee 
Country Village & Museum – 
Saturday, May 9

Printmaking Workshop — 
Genesee Country Village & 
Museum – Saturday, May 23

Cutting, Conditioning and 
Arranging Spring Flowers — 
Genesee Country Village & 
Museum – Saturday, May 30

What’s Happening This May at Genesee Country Village & Museum?
Join us for the Antiques & Artisans Show, 1812: The Genesee Valley at War, Mother’s Day, History on Tap, and more
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Voted #1 for Best Floor Coverings in the GLOW Region!
With over 110 years in business, we are your  

go-to specialists for all things flooring.  
From carpets to hardwood, tiles to vinyl,  

we have the superior inventory and  
top selections to meet your needs.

Our experienced team is here to help you find 
the perfect flooring solution.  Whether you 

prefer in-stock options or special orders, 
we’ve got you covered. Choose to take on your 

flooring project yourself or let our skilled 
technicians handle the installation for you.

Discover why generations of customers 
trust us for their flooring needs. 

Visit us today and step into quality and style!
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Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend reg-
ularly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist 
Church a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am 
and our Sunday worship service typically includes sing-

ing a mix of both traditional and contemporary songs 
and hymns, a children’s message, and a sermon from the 

Word of God. 
  

First Baptist Church of Le Roy
5 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am. 

  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
We welcome all to join us for Sunday service 

every week at 10:00am.
The Thrift Shop is now closed for the season.  We thank 

our community for your support this year, and look 
forward to seeing you when we re-open in the spring! 

Until then, we’ll be accepting donations at the church on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9:00am ‘til 

noon.
 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy • (585) 768-8980

office@Le Royumcny.org • www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 
Living Waters Church

30 Main St., Le Roy  • (585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy • (585) 768-6543
ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org

Mass Times @ OLM:
Saturday Vigil 4:30pm

Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm
Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.

Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm

Weekday: 7:30am Thursday
Mass times may change in the near future.

YouTube Livestream:
youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams

 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

1 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

The fifth annual “Music at 
St. Mark’s” concert series at 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
reaches its conclusion in May 
with the popular bluegrass 
band Creekbend.

The free concert — the last of 
four featured performances in 
the series — is scheduled from 
7 to 8 p.m. May 21 at the church 
on at 1 East Main St.

Creek Bend has been based 
in Buffalo for more than 30 
years, where it has been play-
ing and producing local con-
certs with the greatest names 
in bluegrass music. The band 
members play a wide range of 
instruments.

Rich Schaefer, bass player, 
is an original member of Creek 
Bend. As the MC, Rich mixes 

one liners and story telling with 
the musical stage presentation.

Schaefer was the voice of 
bluegrass for the longrunning 
“Bluegrass on a Sunday Night” 
series on WBFO in Buffalo.

Brendan Gosson is the new 
addition to Creek Bend, playing 
fiddle and mandolin. He also 
plays with the Folkfaces and the 
Buffalo Bluegrass All Stars and 
is well known in bluegrass cir-
cles in upstate New York, hav-
ing played for a long time in the 
Syracuse area.

He teaches fiddle at the 
bluegrass academy for kids at 
the Grey Fox Bluegrass festival.

Chris Panfil plays guitar, 
mandolin, fiddle and vocals. 
He played “Bluegrass Southern 
Style” in the 1980s in Florida 

and later, in Nashville, played 
with many Grand Old Opry 
stars, recorded demo sessions 
and performed in the house 
band at the “Stagecoach” 
Lounge, a popular musicians 
hangout in Nashville.

He joined Creek Bend to 
perform and play the north-
eastern US bluegrass festival 
circuit and has written several 
songs for the band.

Mark Panfil, dobro, banjo, 
harmonica, and vocals, has 
played with Creek Bend since 
1983. He is a music teacher at 
an elementary school in West-
ern New York where he also di-
rects a student fiddle group.

He was formerly a part of the 
Erie Lackawanna Railroad, a 
school performance group for 

Young Audiences, Inc. He has 
taught dobro at the Augusta 
Heritage Workshops in Elkins, 
West Virginia for more than 15 
years and his harmonica prow-
ess has earned him Youtube 
notoriety for his “hands free” 
method of playing without 
hands or a rack.

The series annually high-
lights a range of talented musi-
cians, organizers said.

The series is made possible 
with funds from the Statewide 
Community Regrant Program, 
a regrant program of the New 
York State Council on the Arts 
that is administered locally by 
the Genesee-Orleans Regional 
Arts Council.

In my last article I men-
tioned that the Town has re-
sponsibility for code enforce-
ment. The Village Board would 
like to express our gratitude 
to Mike Risewick for the job 
he has done with that depart-
ment. Mike does the heavy 
lifting down there and his ef-
forts are greatly appreciated. 
As Trustee Bonacquisti men-
tioned, both Boards are going 
to be working very closely to 
give that department the re-
sources they need.

It seems that the Village has 
a tree surgeon (for lack of a bet-
ter term), cutting down trees 
and leaving them on the ter-
race of our streets for our DPW 
to pick up. This is not how it 
works. If the homeowner hires 
a person to take down a tree 
and they leave it for the village 
to pick up, the homeowner 
will be billed accordingly. We 

will continue to take away 
limbs and branches that may 
come down as we always have. 
Please refer to the Village web-
site (www.villageofleroyny.
org) for yard waste disposal 
information (click residents at 
the top right, then yard waste).

Thank you to all who par-
ticipated in the past weekend’s 
clean up. The Northwoods 
club canvased some of the 
back roads picking up a trailer 
full of garbage. Special thanks 
to Danielle and Michele for 
getting this ball rolling.

Plans are beginning to take 
shape for our country’s 250th 
birthday, let’s plan on getting 
out and enjoy this event. More 
information to follow, the Le-
Roy then and now Facebook 
page will have more.

“You only live once, but if 
you do it right, once is enough.” 
Mae West

Creekbend Concludes Music at St. Mark’s

COURTESY OF ST. MARK’S CHURCH
Creek Bend is shown at a performance. The popular 
bluegrass band will be featured May 21 in the “Music at 
St. Mark’s” concert series.
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Saturday, April 25
9:30am - 12:30pm

Paint & Petals
Spring is here, and it’s 
time to bloom.  Join us 
for our Made to Bloom 
Workshop...PAINT & 

PETALS, sponsored by the 
Hope Center of LeRoy, 

on Saturday, April 25th, 
from 9:30am-12:30pm.  
We welcome local artist 
Katherine Harrington to 
guide us through simple 
watercolor techniques 
as we create a beautiful 

floral painting of our own. 
We’ll slow down togeth-

er, study the intricate 
details and patterns of 
flowers, and reflect on 
the simple beauty and 
uniqueness found in 

every bloom.  Brunch will 
be served. Payment of $35 
per person (including all 

supplies and goodies). 
To Register, Call (585) 

768-8184, or our website 
https://hopecenterofle-

roy.org/
Hope Center of Le Roy
7790 Byron-Holley Rd., 

Byron 
•

2pm
Our Space Book Club
Join us for our monthly 
Book Club gathering!

What we’re reading: The 
Enchanted April by Eliza-

beth Von Arnim
This month we’ll enjoy 

another fun group activity 
while diving into casual 

discussion about the 
current book. A suggested 
donation of $5 at the door 
will cover the cost of sup-
plies and a cup of coffee 

or Tracy’s Tea.
All are welcome, whether 
you finished the book or 
just want to hang out, re-

lax and make new friends!
Our Space  

Yoga & Wellness
58 Main St., Le Roy 

•
Sunday, April 26

11am - 3pm
WNY Shopping For Mom 
Artisan Craft Gift Show-
case at Batavia Downs

A Wonderful Before 
Mothers Day Event for 
Western New York Arts 

and Crafts Lovers. We are 
committed to Fine Crafts 
and Gifts for this Event! . 
.A Very Nice Venue in so 
many ways. Admission 

is OFFICIALLY FREE 
however we are hoping 
for a Dollar or Two do-

nation for a very special 
cause!. ,,The Genesee 

County Volunteers For 
Animals!The Event will 

run from 11amam to 3pm 
on that Sunday..WE DO 

NOT ACCEPT PAYMENT 
OVER ONLINE SOURC-
ES..ONLY TEDDY CAN 

ACCEPT RESERVATIONS 
or PAYMENTS FOR THIS 
EVENT.Write us at stel-

lartch@ aol.com
Batavia Downs

8315 Park Rd, Batavia NY 
• 

Wednesday, April 29
6pm

Adult Craft Night:  
Fairy Houses

Using upcycled bottles 
and jars, you will create a 
fairy house with clay. This 
adult craft will take place 
over two nights April 29 

and May 13. Please make 
sure you can attend both 
nights when you register. 
Adult Program, registra-

tion required.  
Sign up here:  

https://woodwardme-
moriallibrary.libcal.com/

event/16558539
Woodward 

Memorial Library
7 Wolcott St., Le Roy

•
Saturday, May 2

10am - 4pm
Antiques & Artisans 

Show
The 28th Annual An-

tiques & Artisans Show 
welcomes dealers from 
around the region with 

both fine and primitive 19 
-century wares to 20 -cen-

tury vintage. Plus, shop 
handcrafted goods by 

local artisans and explore 
all GCV&M has to offer!

Genesee Country 
Village & Museum
1410 Flint Hill Rd., 

Mumford NY
•

Saturday, May 9
12:30pm - 2pm

Mothers Day Butterfly 
Partner Painting

Celebrate Mothers Day 
while being creative and 
paint this colorful, spring 

butterfly!
Each pair will follow 

along to step by step in-
structions to create their 

own canvas painting!
Recommended for Ages 

5 & Up.
Cost is $40 per pair

Must pre register to re-
serve your seat

The Art of Mandy
52 Main St., Le Roy

•
1:30pm

D&D Campaign @ Dio’s
The first session of 

the Dio’s Dungeons & 
Dragons campaign starts 

Saturday, Feb. 14th @ 
1:30!! It will run bi-week-

ly from there. We’re 
starting at level 1. Please 

use the standard array 
(15,14,13,12,10,8) for 

starting character stats. 
As always, please sign up 
with @plasticmav on our 

discord server.  
https://discord.gg/dTt-

W7V8Ka
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake Street, Le Roy
•

Sunday, May 10
10am

Mother’s Day
Our Mother’s Day Brunch 
is a wonderful way to cel-
ebrate Mom’s special day! 

With delectable brunch 
favorites, vegetarian/veg-

an/gluten-free options, 
a cash bar, and more, 
there’s something for 

everyone to enjoy. Savor 
a delicious chef-inspired 
meal made in-house in 
the Museum’s Meeting 

Center dining room, then 
head out into the Historic 
Village to explore all of the 

daily happenings!
On Mother’s Day, inter-
preters in the Historic 

Village will showcase a 
number of tasks and ac-
tivities reflective of what 
life was like for 19th-cen-

tury mothers. Explore 
historic homes, kitchens, 

and heirloom gardens, 
and don’t forget to treat 

mom to a traditional 
19th-century pastry from 
the D.B. Munger Confec-

tionery!
Genesee Country 
Village & Museum
1410 Flint Hill Rd., 

Mumford NY
•

Monday, May 11
10:30am

Rochester Lilac Festival
Get ready for Cruel 
Summer & Roses & 

Revolutions on the Key-
Bank Center Stage at the 
Rochester Lilac Festival! 
High-energy hooks and 

indie-pop vibes collide as 
Cruel Summer teams up 
with Roses & Revolutions 

to light up the KeyBank 
Center Stage.

As always, the Lilac Festi-
val is a FREE EVENT with 

no ticket required to enjoy 
the music with the crowd! 
Visit RocLilacFest.com for 
more information on the 

festival!
Highland Park
1440 South Ave, 

Rochester NY
•

Saturday, May 16
9pm

Hindsight Live at 
Smokin’ Eagle

Hindsight is bringing the 
heat to Leroy with your 
favorite 90’s and 2000’s 

rock, alternative and 
grunge music.

Smokin’ Eagle BBQ
9 Main St., Le Roy

• 
Sat-Sun, July 18-19
10am - 5pm both days
2026 Oatka Festival

Back again for year 36 and 
it’s going to be even better 

than ever!
Food, Music, Kids Activi-
ties, Vendors, Parade, and 

so much more!!! 
Free Entry for all

Knights of Columbus
15 W. Main St., Le Roy
(Behind Save-a-Lot)
_________________

ONGOING:
•

Mondays
6 - 10pm

Modern Monday
$10 entry (includes 1 

booster pack of current 
set)

Weekly event:
Sign-ups begin at 5:00 pm
Round 1 begins promptly 

at 6 pm
Players entering after 6 
pm will receive a round 

1 loss
Format: Modern Con-

structed. 3 rounds
Prizes: Go 3-0 and get $15 

in Store Credit!
Go 2-1 and get $5 in Store 

Credit!
Additional prizes will be 
awarded based upon 1st, 

2nd, 3rd place running 
leader board for this event 

and set. Final day will 
be last Monday prior to 

pre-release of the next set.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy
•

Tuesdays
6 - 8pm

Weekly Flesh & Blood 
Armory

We would love to offer the 
community FaB at our 

play space. We are open to 
hosting whatever people 
are interested in playing! 

Bring a friend or group on 
out and enjoy yourselves! 

Top 6 prizes.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy
•

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering

People are welcome to 
come (in pairs or groups) 

anytime during our 
business hours (1-7pm) 

and play free play. Sign up 
for the event through the 
WPN event link website. 

People are welcome to do 
this any day (Mon-Sun) 
between 1-7pm. D&D, 
Pokémon, YuGiOh, or 

any other family friendly 
game play also welcomed 

in our game room! 
Contact us via call or text 
if you have any questions

(585) 356-7579
Dio’s Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

1. TELEVISION: What was the title 
of the final episode of “M*A*S*H”?

2. GEOGRAPHY: The Red Sea is an 
inlet of which ocean?

3. INVENTIONS: Which English 
scientist invented the color wheel?

4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What do 
pandas mostly eat?

5. MOVIES: What is the name of 
the fictional college where “Animal 
House” is set?

6. HISTORY: What was the last Chi-
nese imperial dynasty?

7. GEOMETRY: What is the dis-
tance around a circle called?

8. SCIENCE: The world’s first vac-
cine was developed to prevent which 
disease?

9. LITERATURE: Where is Stephen 
King’s novel “It” set?

10. BUSINESS: What is the Disney 
logo based on?

Answers
1. “Goodbye, Farewell and Amen.”
2. Indian Ocean.
3. Sir Isaac Newton.
4. Bamboo.
5. Faber College.
6. Qing.
7. Circumference.
8. Smallpox.
9. Derry, Maine.
10. The signature of Walt Disney.
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Coaches – We Want Your Game Recaps!
Had a big win? Standout performance? Milestone moment?

Send your game recaps, stats, and
photos directly to our Sports Department at

SZerillo@BataviaNews.com for publication consideration.

Be sure to include:
•Final score  •Complete player stats
•Highlights of the game •Your name and contact information

Help us highlight your athletes and celebrate local sports in our community!
Email: SZerillo@BataviaNews.com

RIVALS SPORTS INSIDER

How to reach us
438 E. Main St., Batavia, NY 14020

PHONE:
585-250-0555
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By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

Spring is finally here, 
and with it, the begin-
ning of another season 
of Little League baseball 
in Le Roy. It would be the 
Twins and Athletics that 
faced off for the opening 
day game on Tuesday, 
with the Twins emerging 
victorious after a domi-
nant 19-5 outing.

From the first pitch, 
the Twins displayed ex-
ceptional baserunning, 
aggressively taking leads 
and creating scoring op-
portunities that kept the 
A’s defense on alert.

On the mound, Bryce 
Breemes and Everett 
Torrey delivered stand-
o u t  p e r f o r m a n c e s . 
Breemes got the start 
and went on to strike out 
several batters, while 
Torrey maintained the 
momentum and effec-
tively closed out the 
game.

The Twins shined on 
defense as well, high-
lighted by a spectacular 

effort from Dylan Vogt. 
Vogt made an impres-
sive leap in center field 
to snag a ball that looked 
destined for extra bas-
es, energizing both the 
team and the crowd.

“With stellar pitching, 
smart baserunning, and 
solid defense, the Twins 
demonstrated the pow-
er of teamwork,” Twins 
head coach Matt Wojo 
said. “This opening 
game exemplified their 
potential, leaving fans 
excited for what the rest 
of the season holds.”

The Twins are now 1-0 
to begin the new season, 
and are set to next take 
on the Orioles, starting 
6 p.m. Saturday. The A’s 
fall to 0-1 and will look 
to bounce back against 
the Yankees, beginning 
6 p.m. Friday.

Wednesday’s results
TIGERS 14, ORIOLES 

1
Tigers (1-0): Austin 

Branton 3 H, R, 4 RBI; 
Trent Alford 11 K; Tar-

ick Vangalio 2 H, 2 RBI; 
Frank Leahy H, 2 RBI; 
Phoenix Smith 3 R; Car-
ter Branton 2 H

Orioles (0-1): Luke 

Barber-Callan H; Axel 
Pridmore H

YANKEES 12, RED 
SOX 1

Yankees (1-0): Seth 

Przybyl RBI; 5 K, 2 H, 
R; Tanner Morgan H, 3 
RBI; Xander Parker 2 H; 
James McNamara 2 H; 
Joseph Oliver 2 SB

Red Sox (0-1): Sammy 

Rapone 3 H; 5 K, 5 H, 8 

R; Jason Rapone K, 3 R; 

Charlie Rapone 2 SB

Twins Defeat Athletics to Open 75th Anniversary 
Season of Le Roy Little League Baseball;

Tigers, Yankees Also Pick Up Wins

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Twins’ pitcher Bryce Breemes throws from the mound.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

Caledonia-Mumford 
hosted rival Le Roy 
on Tuesday for what 
would be an intense 
afternoon of golf, with 
the Raiders capturing a 
narrow one-stroke vic-
tory with a final score 
of 168-169.

Liam McArdle was 
the medalist for Cal-

Mum, leading the way 
after carding a 37. 
Right behind him was 
David Preston with a 
43, and Trent Kessler 
and Christian Backus 
both shooting a 44.

Le Roy was led by 
Grady Gilligan who co-
medaled with McAr-
dle, as he also shot 37, 
while Cole Tonzi shot 
41.

“It was a back and 
forth battle all night 
long with both teams 
playing at a high level. 
The boys are excited 
for a big match tomor-
row against Bergen, 
the team that knocked 
us out of sectionals last 
year,” Cal-Mum head 
coach Steve Gaffney 
said.

Cal-Mum Golf Takes 
One-Stroke Win Over 

Rival Le Roy

PHOTO PROVIDED: STEVE GAFFNEY
Rivals Cal-Mum and Le Roy faced off on Tuesday.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The Avon River Hawks 
hosted Le Roy for Friday night 
flag football action, and came 
away with their first win of the 
new season after a very close 
contest, with a final score of 
13-12.

Leading the way on offense 
for Avon was Liv Short, who 
racked up 95 passing yards 
after going 10-for-19 through 
the air, adding on 25 rushing 
yards, two rushing touch-
downs and a 1-point conver-
sion.

Also contributing to the 
River Hawks were Liv Caudill, 
who finished with six catches 
for 51 receiving yards and 46 
rushing yards on 13 attempts, 
and Megan Kinney, with 12 
carries for 54 rushing yards.

On defense for the River 
Hawks, Liv Wonsey had a stel-
lar performance, racking up 

10 flag pulls, including two for 
a loss, and an interception.

Brielle Montesano, with 
eight flag pulls and an inter-
ception, Alaney Griffiths, with 
five flag pulls, including three 
for a loss and a sack, and Me-
gan Kinney, with two flag pulls 
and two interceptions, also 
played well.

“Very happy for our girls. 
We’ve been on the other side 
of the close games as of late, so 
this was a big one. Took a total 
team effort to get the job to-
night. Look forward to seeing 
how we build on tonight’s per-
formance,” Avon head coach 
Justin Dueppengiesser said 
about the win.

Avon and Le Roy flag foot-
ball then met up for the sec-
ond time in less than a week 
for a matchup on Tuesday 
night. Despite being the vis-
itors this time around, the 
River Hawks stayed strong 

once again, and captured a 
6-0 victory against the Oatkan 
Knights.

Megan Kinney was a work-
horse for the Avon offense in 
this one, running for 61 yards 
on a whopping 18 carries.

Quarterback Liv Short 
tossed the team’s only touch-
down, with Alaney Griffiths 
on the receiving end.

On defense for the River 
Hawks, Griffiths had a great 
performance to help her team 
secure the shutout, racking up 
six flag pulls, a flag pull for a 
loss and a sack.

Sophia Dowd got a team 
high seven flag pulls and 

tacked on an interception. 
Aiyanna Brown notched four 
flag pulls including one for a 
loss and a sack, and Bridget 
Rehberg recorded an inter-
ception.

“Really proud of the way 
we rallied together as a team. 
We are extremely banged up 
right now and girls stepped up 
and were ready to play. Fresh-
men Zoe Cullinan and Maggie 
Stewart did an incredible job 
stepping in for some of our in-
jured girls,” Avon head coach 
Justin Dueppengiesser said.

Avon Flag Football Picks Up First Two Wins of the 
Season in Back-to-Back Games Against Le Roy

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Avon’s Megan Kinney on the carry.
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PROUD SPONSOR OF THE RIVALS SPORTS INSIDER!

111 Cedar St., Batavia NY
(585) 343-4899

cedarstreetonline.com

“We promise a lot... and give you more.”

WOODWARD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

7 Wolcott Street, LeRoy, NY 14482
585-768-8300

Mon-Thurs 10-8, Fri 10-5, Sat 10-2 
Come & see what’s happening at the library! 

www.WoodwardMemorialLibrary.org

Discover, Learn & Connect @

Explore our diverse programs for all
ages and find your next favorite activity!
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By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

What was meant to be 
a home game for Le Roy 
was moved to enemy ter-
ritory due to weather, but 
that didn’t faze the Oatkan 
Knights. Le Roy came out 
and handled business on 
Friday, walking away with 
a decisive 11-2 win on the 
road.

The Oatkan Knights 
were dominant right from 
the jump, climbing to an 
8-0 lead by the bottom of 
the fourth inning. Simon 
Greene, Brayden Chase, 
Jeremiah Sheehan, and 
Brady McClurg all had 
multiple hits during the 
game to propel Le Roy to a 
massive advantage.

Avon would eventually 
score two runs in the late 
stages of the fourth, but 
this proved to be the fi-
nal time the River Hawks 
would bring any runners 
home, and Le Roy would 
cruise to the victory.

Four pitchers came in 
rotation for Le Roy, Jude 
Christ, Grady Gilligan, 
Jeremiah Sheehan, and 
Jagger Smith, with all 
combining efforts tonight 
to only allow one hit by 
Avon.

Le Roy then continued 
its undefeated streak on 
Tuesday against Bish-
op Kearney/Chesterton/
Archangel, overcoming an 
early deficit to capture a 
blowout 15-6 win at home.

Bishop Kearney jumped 
out to an early lead, enter-

ing the third inning hold-
ing a 3-1 advantage. How-
ever, after a series of walks 
given up by the BH pitcher 
combined with great at-
bats by Le Roy, the Oatkan 
Knights took the lead and 
never let it go again.

Anthony Ortiz high-
lighted the Le Roy offense 
after recording an RBI sin-
gle during the game, while 
Connor Marks had an RBI 
double for Bishop Kear-
ney.

Brady McClurg, Si-
mon Greene, Jude Christ, 
and Jeremiah Sheehan 
combined efforts on the 
mound to earn the victory.

Friday’s results
C A L E D O N I A- M U M -

FORD 10, MOUNT MOR-
RIS 0

Caledonia-Mumford: 
Austin Metzger 2 R, 3 SB; 
11 K, 2 H; Mason Duryea 2 
H, R, RBI, SB; Carter Wiley 
H, Rn 2 SB; Aidan McKay 
2B, R, RBI, 3 SB

Mount Morris (0-5): No 
stats submitted.

Tuesday’s results
C A L E D O N I A- M U M -

FORD 7, OAKFIELD-AL-
ABAMA 0

Ca l e d o n i a - Mu m f o rd 
(2-6): Tyler Potter: 2 H, 
RBI; Grayson Mielke 4 K, 
H, 0 R; Frankie Pabis: H, R, 
RBI; Dillon Alcott: H, RBI, 
R; Trent Moser H, R, RBI

Oakfield-Alabama (1-
3): Levi Kabel H; Jackson 
Gilbert 4 K

Le Roy Baseball Comes Out Strong To Claim Road 
Victory Against Avon, Follows Up With Blowout 

Versus BK; Cal-Mum Takes Multiple Wins

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Le Roy’s Grady Gilligan � res a pitch.

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Avon’s Nate Urbanik swings at the ball.

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Le Roy’s Simon Greene swings into the ball.

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Le Roy’s Jeremiah Sheehan tags the Avon runner just 
before he reaches home.

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Le Roy’s Brady McClurg gets a hit.

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
The Avon team huddles up during a timeout.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

It was Colleen Tal-
ty who provided the 
heroics for Caledo-
nia-Mumford soft-
ball on Tuesday, as 
she would maneuver 
her way to scoring the 
team’s only run of the 
game, which would 
prove to be the decider 
in this 1-0 affair against 
Attica.

The game winning 

sequence began when 
Talty hit a double at the 
bottom of third inning. 
She then proceeded to 
steal third, and then 
scored on a passed 
ball.

Grace Beach also 
played great for the 
Raiders, pitching a 
complete game shut-
out with only hits 
allowed and seven 
strikeouts.

For Attica, Hailey 

Mills also had a big af-
ternoon in the circle, 
only letting up one hit 
while racking up nine 
punchouts.

On offense, Lily 
Scripp doubled, while 
Alyssa Ellmore, Alan-
nah Gibboo and Alli-
son Hendershott all 

had singles.
“Nice to make some 

plays to get some outs 
in a tough close game 
late when it mattered. 
Really happy with how 
Grace (Beach) bat-
tled on the mound on 
game. Got to give Atti-
ca, and especially the 

Mills girl, a lot of cred-
it, as they competed 
and she really pitched 
a great game for them. 
She’s going to give 
teams a lot of trouble 
this year,” Cal-Mum 
head coach Dan Dick-
ens said.

LE ROY 3, GENESEO 

0
Le Roy (3-2): Bryar 

Biracree 13 K, H; Lila 
Fortes 2 H, 2 RBI; An-
nora Karcher H, R ; 
Maddy Paddock H, R

Geneseo (1-2): Addy 
McDonald H; 8 K 3 H, 
3 R; Kendal Bennett H

Cal-Mum Softball Takes One-Run Win
Over Attica After Heroics From Talty

PHOTO CREDIT: HUDSON STREET STUDIOS
Cal-Mum earned a win over Attica on Tuesday.


