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The 2025-26 basketball season was extra special for the Le Roy community, as both the boys and girls basketball teams won a championship title for the first time since
2003 and 2007 respectively, and the second time ever.

What it means to Le Roy community to win both boys and girls
basketball championships this season

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The Le Roy community has
found itself with very special
circumstances this winter
sports season, as for the first
timein the entire history of the
program, both the boys and
girls high school basketball
teams won a Section V cham-
pionshiptitle.

The girls team won its ti-
tle first, winning the Class B2
title in an overtime thriller
against Cuba-Rushford/Bo-
livar-Richburg on March 4.
Then just two days later on
March 6, the boys brought
home a title of their own after
overcoming a 12-point deficit
against Mynderse Academy.

The boys title marks the
first championship win for
the program since 2003, and
the girls title comes as the first
one since 2007. For both pro-
grams, this is only the second
time ever that either side has
claimed the block.

It was a tough but reward-
ingroad for both teams during
the journey to their individual
title games.

OFFSEASON OUTLOOK

The boys basketball team
at Le Roy came into this year
having lost the core that led
them all the way to the sec-

tional semifinals last season
(where theylost to Mynderse),
with Jean Agosto, Jake Higgins
and Aaric Luce all graduating.
The team was now leaning
on the somewhat unproven
leadership of Matt Hockey,
Adian Weaver and Grady Gil-
ligan, as well as fellow seniors
Jagger Smith, Cole Tonzi and
Brayden Chase.

Despite the losses over the
offseason, head coach Mike
Battaglia never lowered ex-
pectations for his squad, and
discussed that this group
had something special about
them right from the get-go.

“Inever change the expec-
tations for them,” Battaglia
said. “This was a team where
nobody cared who got the
credit, nobody worried about
stats. You know, they just
went out every night, and they
wanted to compete at a high
level and win. But the bigthing
is that these kids, they played
together since they were lit-
tle. They just love playing to-
gether. There’s no selfishness
at all in this group. And that’s
one of the things I really loved
about them, is that they share
the ball. They don’t care who
gets the credit. Man, they just
wanted to win.”

The girls team came in this

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Aidan Weaver was named MVP of the boys Class B1
tournament after the title win.

season as a very young group,
being led by mainly sopho-
mores and juniors including
Bailey Caton and Cora Weav-
er. Being such a young group,
expectations were somewhat
uncertain, but as the season
developed, they knew they
had something special.

“I think going into the sea-
son, we didn’t really know
that (winning a title) was
something that could hap-
pen,” C. Weaver said. “We had
alot of people being like, ‘oh,
how are you guys going to be
this season?’ Because we're
young, and you wouldn't re-
ally expect a young team to
do so well. But I think there
was a lot of glimpses of it even
early on. Like our Letchworth
game, we lost, but we played
really well, and it was kind of
like, we could play like that all
the time. So, once we hit that,
playing like that all the time, it
kind of showed that we could
win a block this year. And
it really helped us improve

throughout the season.”

REGULAR SEASON AD-
VERSITY

The boys saw a few tough
losses along the way, includ-
ing dropping the regular sea-
son finale to Geneseo. Despite
that, Adian Weaver said that
loss to the Blue Devils moti-
vated the team like never be-
fore.

“That second game against
Geneseo, when we lost, I felt
like that being our last game of
the season, going out with the
loss, and having that feeling
in your stomach of losing. It
kind of felt like, we all felt like,
we can't have this. That isn’t
an option again. We can'’t go
through that feeling of hav-
ing that loss, any other loss.
We don'’t want that. We know
how much work we've put in.
We know we deserve it. We got
to get it done. That’s, I feel like
really, that game propelled us,
mentally and emotionally, to
go to that next level,” A. Weav-
ersaid.

We've Been Creating Beautiful Landscapes
Since 1994

Your Lawn & Landscaping Professionals

Fully Insured
B1 Lake Stregt LeRoy, NY 14462
Info@oubbasiandscape.net

Residential & Gommercia
Lawn Mainienance + Custom LandScapes
Authorized Uniock & Verselock Contrafor 24 Hour Snowplowing + Shovelng » Saling

Nursery | andscape

Welkways  Retaning Walls Paio + Ponds

Jobn Morrl - Owner
[085) 768-6478
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The girls saw a few tough
losses as well, including the
previously mentioned game
against Letchworth. In head
coach Anthony Macaluso’s
eyes, the team showed its po-
tential even in those losses,
and knew that they could do
some damage come section-
als.

“We lost to Letchworth
twice, being two of our losses
right there,” Macaluso said.
“But, like, that Letchworth
game, those other games that
we lost, I was happier leav-
ing those than some of our

wins, just because of the way
we played, the toughness we
showed, and the growth we
showed in those games. Not
justin small stretches, but full
games. So, you know, when
you have a team that can play
tough teams like that on a
nightly basis, and maybe not
necessarily always win in the
regular season, but show that
they can do it time and time
again, when you do get to that
sectional time, you have a shot
justaswell as anyone”

See TITLE Town A8
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Clark Ready For the Job in Le Roy

Emphasizes 7th, 8th grades as important periods of transition

By SOL HAUSER
shauser@livingstonnews.com

More than three months
remain before Jamie Clark
begins his new job as prin-
cipal of Le Roy Junior High
School, but he’s already
preparing.

Clark, the current ju-
nior-senior high assistant
principal, was nominated
to the newly created role
at Monday’s Board of Edu-
cation meeting. He’s set to
begin on July 1, alongside a
new senior high principal
who has yet to be selected.

Speaking to The Daily
News on Wednesday, Clark
said he’s grateful for the
appointment and pleased
with the district’s shift to-
ward having separate prin-
cipals for smaller groups
of grade levels, rather than
a principal and assistant
principal for a larger group
of grades.

“It can be challenging for
students to move from an
elementary building and
come into a junior-senior
high school,” Clark said.
“The schedule is complete-
ly different and the expec-
tations are different, both
behaviorally and academ-

ically. Having somebody
who is able to focus on
those two grade levels can
go a long way in helping
make that transition more
smooth.”

Facing him are changes
in the educational climate,
including the state’s re-
cently adopted Portrait of a
Graduate standards, as well
as the changes students ex-
perience as they leave ele-
mentary school and enter
senior high school.

In confronting those
changes, Clark pointed to
the school’s list of seven
desired outcomes for ev-
ery Le Roy graduate: to be
a critical thinker, to be ac-
countable, to be an effec-
tive communicator, to be
community-minded, to be
responsible, to have per-
severance and to have the
ability to embrace diversi-
ty.

“What we want to do at
the junior high level is to
help our students, as they
progress towards gradu-
ation, acquire the skills
to reflect those seven out-
comes by the time they
earn a diploma from our
school district,” he said.

Clark said he aims to

build a community-mind-
ed culture in the junior
high grades.

“I want everyone to feel
that this is their school,”
he said. “It’s not mine, it’s
not any one individual’s,
it's ours together collec-
tively. We want to contin-
ue to build a culture of in-
clusivity — that it’s ours,
that we're going to work to
make it the best environ-
ment that we can, and that
it’s going to be all of us to-
gether.”

Clark says that commit-
ment involves the commu-
nity, too.

“We have a wonderful
staff and a fantastic com-
munity that’s extremely
supportive of our school
and our entire school dis-
trict,” he said. “If you look
at all of our extracurric-
ulars, the community in-
volvement, the attendance
atathletics and the musical
— we're fortunate to be in
a community that supports
our school district as well
as this community does. I
just feel very fortunate to
have the opportunity to be
a part of such a great com-
munity.”

MARK GUTMANTHE DAILY NEWS

Junior High Principal Jamie Clark is shown at Le Roy Jr.-Sr. High School. He said he
aims to build a community-minded culture in the junior high grades.

THE

As I write this column, I
reminisce about six years
ago the town, village,
school, Fire department
and Le Roy Ambulance
where meeting to discuss
the Covid pandemic that
was just beginning to take
shape. Nobody in the room
had the answers, because
quite frankly, nobody has

MAYOR'S
CORNER

BY GREG “PORP” ROGERS

seen anything like this. At
that time the strategy in the
room was to communicate
with each other, ask for
help ifyou need it, and help
whenever you can, and
JUST MAKEIT THROUGH.

That year changed so
much here in America, and
the ripple effect is still be-
ing felt in our health care

system and inflation. The
“defund the police move-
ment” did anything but, as
municipalities fight for law
enforcement personal driv-
ing up the cost. Healthcare
premiums raise at double
digit percentage yearly
and the cost of goods and
services have taken its toll
on all our budgets. But we
made it. Speaking of mak-
ing it, 2 of our local officers
Selah Martek and Louis
Scafetta answered a call
at the legion last weekend
to find a patron who had a
heart issue and unrespon-
sive. With their quick action
and training they were able
to bring this person back
until our ambulance ar-
rived.

Congratulation to our

Men and Women's high
school basketball teams
for winning their sectional
titles. Never has both won
the title in the same year.
GreatJob!!!

The board has begun to
work on the Village budget
for the coming year and will
have our public hearing on
April 15 at the village hall at
7:00 p.m. In my next article
we will have the final num-
bers, and the reasons for
theincrease.

The village board meet-
ing will be on April 13 at
6 p.m. at the Village Hall for
our yearly organizational
meeting.

“A best friend is like a
four-leaf clover: hard to
find and lucky to have” —
Irish proverb

Le Roy Fire Department Receives Delivery
of New STHIL Saws and Equipment

This past week, the Le
Roy Fire Department re-
ceived the delivery of new
battery-powered STIHL
saws from Cedar Street
Sales and Rental in Batavia.

A breakdown of the saws
and associated equip-
ment delivered to the LFD
included a MSA 300 C-O
Heavy Duty Rescue Saw,
TSA 230 9-inch rotary cut-
off saw, TSA 300 12-inch
rotary cutoff saw, MSA 220
TC-O tree saw, Charger AL
301-4 bank charger, four
500 batteries and eight 300
batteries, and a complete
set of rescue-grade blades.

The entire staff of the
LFD was trained by Connor
and Adam Clark, as well as
former LED Chief Dale Eh-
rhart, who is a Gold Certi-
fied STIHL technician for
Cedar Street, on operating
the saws.

“These saws will be a
valuable addition to our
new ladder truck once it
arrives. There are many
advantages to the battery
saws for working in smoke
conditions and roof work.
We purchased an onboard
battery charger for the
truck. Thanks for a gener-
ous donation from STIHL
of the eight new 300 se-
ries batteries celebrating
their 100th anniversary,”
the LFD wrote in a post on
Facebook.
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PHOTO PROVIDED: LE ROY FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Le Roy Fire Department poses with the new STIHL saws they received this past
week.

Village of Le Roy Election Results

Below are the Village of Le Roy general election results
for Trustee Positions from March 18, 2026

William Kettle: 54 votes

Daniel Vanderhoof: 50 votes

Have a news item you'd like to see featured in the LWG?
Email it to szerillo@batavianews.com!

PHOTO PROVIDED LE ROY FIRE DEPARTMENT
One of the new saws being used in a demonstration at the fire hall in Le Roy.

DERRICK MONUMENT COMPANY INC.
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LARGE DISPLAY OF GRANITE MEMORIALS,
CEMETERY LETTERING AND MUCH MORE

37 MYRTLE ST

LEROY, NY 14482
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TuE LE Roy WEEKEND GAZETTE

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy

8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy
www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sundayworship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

Ifyou do not already have a church that you attend reg-
ularly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist
Church a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am
and our Sunday worship service typically includes sing-
ing amix of both traditional and contemporary songs
and hymns, a children’s message, and a sermon from the
Word of God.

First Baptist Church of Le Roy
5E. Main St., Le Roy ¢ (585) 768-7600
fbcLe Royl @gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am.

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy

7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)
(585) 768-8700
We welcome all to join us for Sunday service
every week at 10:00am.

The Thrift Shop is now closed for the season. We thank
our community for your support this year, and look
forward to seeing you when we re-open in the spring!
Until then, we’ll be accepting donations at the church on
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9:00am ‘til
noon.

Le Roy United Methodist Church

10 Trigon Park, Le Roy ¢ (585) 768-8980
office@Le Royumcny.org e www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am
Watch our livestream on FB:
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

Living Waters Church

30 Main St., Le Roy ¢ (585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org
Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries
are available at every service.

Watch live on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream:
www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612

Our Latli1¥ of Mercy & St. Brigid's
an Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy e (585) 768-6543
ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org
Mass Times @ OLM:
Saturday Vigil 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm
Weekday: 7:30am M-E 9:00am Sat.
Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
Weekday: 7:30am Thursday
Mass times may change in the near future.
YouTube Livestream:
youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

1E. Main St., Le Roy ¢ (585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org
Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am
Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am
All arewelcome here!
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What's Up Lo Wog?

Saturday, March 21
10am - 3pm
2nd Annual Lucky Paws
Basket Raffle & Vendor
Show
a fun-filled day of shop-
ping, prizes, food, music,
and furry friends that you
won’t want to miss!
Batavia City Centre
102 Main St., Batavia

Sunday, March 22
llam-2pm
Taste of Hope Fundrais-
er
the amazing team at
Kade’s is partnering with
the Hope Center for our
Taste of Hope fundraiser.
During this time, 15%
of all meal sales will be
donated back to the Hope
Center to support our
programs and mission in
the community.
Kade’s Scratch Kitchen
15 Main St., Le Roy

()
10am - 4pm

Le Roy H.S. Class Mat-

tress Sale Fundraiser
Were turning Le Roy High

School into a real mat-
tress store to support the
Senior Class! If you need

toreplace abed in your
home, NOW is the time to
getthe sleep you deserve

at store beating prices!

¢ 25+ Name brand mat-

tress on display
e Noretail overhead =

EVENTS COMING UP IN OUR

Better Prices
¢ All Sizes e Home Deliv-

ery
e No Pressure / Gim-
micks
Le Roy HS Gym
9300 South St. Rd., Le Roy

Monday, March 23
3:15pm-4:30pm
Fuse Bead Fun

Ifyou enjoy creating
with perler beads, then
this is the program for
you! Pick a template or
make your own design
and we will iron it for
you. This month we will
have Spring and Easter
themed templates avail-
able to use. Then you can
turnitinto a magnet or
keychain to take home.

Please Note: This pro-

gram goes until 4:30pm,
so that we have time to
iron all of the creations!

Due to the popularity

of this program we have
created two sessions this
month in order to reduce
the number of students
put on a waitlist. Please
only register for ONE of
these sessions. Grades
2nd - 6th. Registration is
required!
https://woodwardme-
moriallibrary.libcal.
com/event/16417240
Woodward Memorial
Library
7 Wolcott St., Le Roy

Friday, March 27
4:30 - 6:30pm
Fish Feast Friday
Pre order your Friday
Fish Fry today!

Call or order on line see
information below!
Deliveries available 4:30 -
5:30PM LeRoy Area
Walk-in’s always wel-
come!

Our Lady of Mercy Par-
ish Center
44 Lake St., Le Roy

Saturday, March 28
7pm - 10pm
Kettle and Friends are
back!

Bill Kettle and friends
return for an acoustic
evening!

Le Roy Country Club
7759 E. Main Rd., Le Roy

Friday, Saturday
& Sunday, April 10-
12

7:30pm & 2pm
The Taming of the Shrew
Our Shakespeare in
Springtime production
brings The Taming of the
Shrew to vibrant life, set
this season in the New
Orleans French Quarter.
Bursting with music,
movement, and unmis-
takable flair, this classic
comedy gets alively,
colorful reimagining that
leans into its wit, rhythm,

and larger-than-life
characters. For Tickets:
bataviaplayers.org
Main St. 56 Theater
7A Batavia City Centre.,
Batavia

Friday, April 10
6pm-7:30pm
Blackout Open Gym
Join us for a fun Blackout
Open Gym Night at Free-
dom Rec Cheer! Athletes
will have the opportunity
to work on tumbling,
stunting, and cheer skills
in a supervised open gym
environment.

This is a great chance
to practice skills, build
confidence, and have
fun with teammates and
friends! Ages 6-15, Cost:
$10 - Freedom Rec Cheer
Athletes, $15 - General
Public. Cash or Venmo
only. Theme: Black Out
Night
Wear ALL BLACK and
come ready to show off
your skills!
Freedom Rec Cheer
3 West Ave., Le Roy

Saturday, April 11
9pm
Edge of Oatka Rocks
The Smokin’ Eagle
EoOisbackat “The Ea-
gle” with songs you know
but no other bands play.
Plus we've got some new
songs.Come on outifyou
like Kansas, Zeppelin,
Nirvana, Halestorm!!!
The Smokin’ Eagle
9 Main Rd., Le Roy

Thursday, April 16
7pm
Music at St. Mark’s -
Gracias ala Vida:
Music & Poetry of Chile
This free concert features
Pablo Willey-Bustos,
tenor, and Priscilla Yuen,
piano performing pieces
by classical and con-
temporary composers of
Chile with commentary
by Willey-Bustos.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Sign-ups begin at 5:00
Church pm
1 E. Main St., Le Roy Round 1 begins promptly
at6 pm
Sund ay, Aprll 19 Playe.rs ente.ring after 6
8:30 - 11:30am pmwill receive a round
Fundraiser Breakfast Lloss

Format: Modern Con-
structed. 3 rounds
Prizes: Go 3-0 and get $15
in Store Credit!

Go 2-1and get $5 in Store
Credit!
Additional prizes will be
awarded based upon 1st,
2nd, 3rd place running
leader board for this
eventand set. Final day
will be last Monday prior

You are cordially invited
to a fundraiser break-
fast to benefit All Babies
Cherished. Served buffet
includes pancakes, eggs,
sausage patties, breakfast
potatoes, fruit, coffee,
and juice! Suggested do-
nations: Adults - $10.00
Children (6-12) - $6.00
Children under 6 eat free

Sponsored by Edward W.

Powers Knights of Co- to pre-release of the next

lumbus Council 2936 ., S(?t‘
Contact us: Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

leroykofc2936 8 Lake St., Le Roy

@gmail.com *

Knights of Columbus Tuesdays

15 W. Main St., Le Roy 6 - 8pm

(Behind Save-a-Lot) Weekly Flesh & Blood

Armory

We would love to offer

M the community FaB at
our play space. We are
open to hosting whatever
1,(\9?(:“11&‘1” people are interested in
:30-11am . . .
All Ages Storytimes playing! Bring a friend or

group on out and enjoy
yourselves! Top 6 prizes.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

Join Miss Melissa or
Miss Sara for stories and
songs of a new theme
each week, plus a mix of
flannel board activities,

instruments, and/or bub- Frldays
bles! Children 1 - 5 years 1-7pm
old, but siblings of all Friday Night
ages are welcome to join. Magic the Gathering

People are welcome to
come (in pairs or groups)
anytime during our busi-

ness hours (1-7pm) and
play free play. Sign up
for the event through the
WPN event link website.
People are welcome to do
this any day (Mon-Sun)
between 1-7pm. D&D,
Memorial Library Pokémon, YuGiOh, or
7 Wolcott St., Le Roy any other family friendly
. game play also welcomed
6-10pm in our game room!
Modern Monday Contact us via call or text
$10 entry (includes 1 ifyou have any questions
booster pack of current (585) 356-7579

Registration is appreci-
ated!*
*Registering for one
will sign you up for the
remainder of the session,
Oct. 20 - Dec. 15. This
gives us a general idea of
how many people to ex-
pect from week to week.
Woodward

MAGIC MAZE @

WHERE WE

KEEP CASH

JMJ GDAX VS QNIKTI F D
AXV TQOMIJIHTTFCATY
WUR(MATTRE S S)P N R L
J HF DB Z ELXTVTZROQA O
MK I HF Z L DE S RUP J O
BSZYEAWS SGBVYVTRET
QODEWNIKNABYGG 1 P
ELRNIKC CTI S SLATEMEK Y
I FHF OVAULTDG CNO R
AZATABXWYVUSTROQOC
ON S SMKGNI KCEHG CM

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally

Unlisted clue hint: PRECIOUS

Art Crypto Piggy bank Stocks
Bonds Freezer Purse Vault
Checking Mattress Safe Wallet
Cookie jar Money belt Savings

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

Weekly SUDOKU

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 44 Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

6. U.S.

stand for?

Trivia

oL 2] 1 1ESt vy |
96 7 4 Rodriguez
8 4 2 1. MOVIES: Who is the director of
8 2161715 the Oscar-winning movie “Parasite”?
2. FOOD & DRINK: What is miso?
4|8 7 3. LITERATURE: What are the
names of the romantic couple in
6 2|1 84 “Wuthering Heights™?
81217 4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE:
Which city’s nickname is “Pear] of the
5 1 9 Orient?
5. HISTORY: In what year were the
3 8 9 5 first modern Olympic Games held?

PRESIDENTS: Before

becoming president, Barack Obama
served as a senator from which state?

7. GEOGRAPHY: Which peninsula
is the largest in the world?

8. MYTHOLOGY: Who is the Greek
god of war?

9. MUSIC: Who composed the opera
“The Ring of Nibelung”?

10. ACRONYMS:
emails, what does the acronym “CC”

In  computer

Super Crossword

set) Dio’s Treasures
Weekly event: 8 Lake St., Le Roy
DOWNWARD
TREND

ACROSS 46 Equine beast 87 Low-status, 128 Sloping 22 “Suppose ...” 77 Form a group
1Baldwin and 47 Blaze as labor 129 Decompose 27 Ancestry via 79 Golf norm
Guinness fighter's 89 Treatment 130 Oct. preceder the father's 84 Planet’s
6 Pines’ helmet tablet 131 Bob of folk side livable zone

cousins 51 Facilities for 91 Like fattening 29 Event at 86 Overly
10 Google Play processing a food DOWN which people modest type
buy paddy 95 Be the 1“Do | need enter frigid 88 Smog soils it
13 In recent product chairperson to draw water 90 Actress —
times 53 Pep rally 97 Plato’s “T” you —?” 33 With Flynn Boyle
19 A ton of, yells 98 Toward the 2 Garage job 57-Across, 92 Philosopher
in Tijuana 55 Big bay mouth, to an 3 Recession singer with —-tzu
20 All over windows anatomist 4 Maine’s state the 1994 93 Investment
21 Outstanding 56 Cope (with) 99 Bungee, e.g. bird, e.g. #1 hit “Stay” option, in
examples on 57 See 33-Down 100 Large plant 5 Of the sun 36 Tarnish brief
display 59 Env. directive with fronds 6 Craze 37 Pal, in Paris 94 Investment
23 Hot and 61 Back of the 102 Hershey’s 7 By a single 39 Olive of options, in
bubbling neck toffee bar decisive comics brief
24 All over 62 Revolutionary 103 Long periods action 41 “Baloney!” 96 Trapping
25 Adds a little Guevara 104 Turkey Day 8 “Get Shorty” 42 Goof up morays, say
dash to? 64 Baking pans tuber actress 43 Held in 101 Promote
26 Ballpoint 66 Tall conifer of 107 — -mo 9 Cuss check 104 California’s
topper California 108 Slack-jawed 10 Burnt 48 Likely to run — Buena
28 Kind of tide 68 Revise copy 110 Actress residue into adversity Island
30 Nighttime 69 — -Cola Chaplin 11 —ed (gym 49 Of Swiss 105 Skating
light from a 71 This instant 112 Strangely class) peaks leaps
clear sky 72 — Zedong beautiful 12 Flip-top’s 50 African fly 106 Media
31 Creole 73 Grand — quality relative 52 Wrestling pad bigwig
cooking pod wine 116 German for 13 1995 war film 54 Wall Street 109 Peaks
32 Actor Flynn 74 Clamors “genuine” with Danny fluctuation 111 Formed into
34 — standstill 75 Cyber- 117 Quick-to-build Glover and 58 Witty a ball
35 Writer chuckles house Ray Liotta Bombeck 113 “— yellow
Fleming 76 French 120 Very strictly 14 Fish features 60 Lacerated ribbon ...”
36 Doll’s call painter Manet organized 15 Emmy winner 62 Letter-shaped 114 Somali
38 Bean curd 78 1996 running 122 Rx orders Remini vise supermodel
40 Person with a mate Jack 124 World-weary 16 Second part 63 Vacuum 115 Prefix with
mouth-related 80 Once named 125 Navy aero- of a play cleaner drama
nervous habit 81 Rival of Hertz batic team 17 Singer — brand 118 Laos’ home
44 In acrowd of 82 Long period 126 A Great Lake Marie 65 Lymph — 119 “It's — real”
45 Some breads 83 Haiku, e.g. 127 Singer 18 Ruhr Valley 67 Dingbat 121 June hrs.
and whiskeys 85 Gavel noise Goulding city 70 Help 123 Stage design
T 2 3 [4 |5 6 |7 [8 |9 10 [11 [12 .13 14 [15 [16 [17 [18
19 21 22

23

26

i

118 119

‘penJesal siybl ||y "0U| ‘©1edIpuAg seinjee Buly 92020

125

128 .129

THE LE Roy WEEKEND GAZETTE

Saturday, March 21,2026 A7

IVALS SPORTS INSIDE

Le Roy Alumnus Holly, ND Alumna McCulley
Named to USBWA Rochester Area Team

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

A pair of Le Royans and
GLOW region graduates
earned recognition from
the U.S. Basketball Writers
Association for their play at
the collegiate level.

Le Roy alumnus and
Nazreth sophomore Mer-
ritt Holly and Notre Dame
alumna and William Smith
junior Amelia McCulley
were both selected to the
2025-26 USBWA Rochester
Area NCAA Division II-III
Teams.

Holly earned a Men’s
First-Team selection af-
ter averaging a confer-
ence-best 10.8 rebounds
per game while contribut-
ing 14.8 points per game,
10th most in the Empire 8.
The 2024-25 USBWA and
Empire 8 Rookie of the
Year averaged 29.7 minutes
per game, starting in all 26
games for the Golden Fly-
ers.

Holly was also an Empire
8 First-Team selection this
season. Holly’s top per-
formance came when he
recorded a career-high 32
points against SUNY Poly
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and shot 59 percent from
the field. Holly helped lead
Nazareth to an 18-8 final
record and a second-place
finish in the E8 during the
regular season.

In high school, Holly was
a three-sport athlete for Le
Roy, playing basketball,
football and golf. On the
hardwood, he was a three-

time LCAA All-Star, a NYS
Class B First-Team All-State
selection and a Ronald Mc-
Donald All-Star. He also
finished as Le Roy’s all-
time leading scorer with
1,745 total points.
McCulley earned a Wom-
en’s Honorable Mention
selection. She appeared in
21 games for the Herons

as well, recording her 89th.

Last season, McCulley
received the Marisa Vespa
Basketball Award, which
is given to the team’s most
valuable player.

She has also been a
standout in the classroom,
earning three appearanc-
es on the Liberty League
weekly honor roll this sea-
son. She was also named to
the Liberty League All-Ac-
ademic team twice and to
the CSC Academic All-Dis-
trict team in 2025.

William Smith finished
the season with a 4-21 re-
cord.

McCulley was a star in
her time with the Irish. She

this season, starting 14,
averaging 10.6 points, four
rebounds, 0.9 assists, one
steal and one block during
her junior campaign. Mc-
Culley shot 85 percent from
the free-throw line and led
the team, shooting 34 per-
cent from 3-point range.
She finished the season
ranked fifth in the Liberty

HOTO CREDITS: ADAM FARID & JAMIE GERMANO
William Smith’s Amelia McCulley (left) and Nazareth’s Merritt Holly (right) were selected to the USBWA Rochester
Area Team this season.

helped the team win its two
most recent sectional titles
before this year, was a two-
time Section V All-Tourna-
ment team selection, and
was the 2023 team MVP.

League in blocks, and 13th
in scoring and 3-point field
goals per game. The high-

light of her season came
in the finale, where she
scored a career-high 24
points in a win over Bard.
She moved into a tie for
second in program history
in career blocks in the win

She graduated as ND’s No.
2 all-time scorer and holds
the mark for the second
most made 3-pointers in a
season in Section V history.
She also played volleyball
for the Irish.

Le Roy’s Gilligan, Hockey,
Weaver Named LCAA Boys
Basketball All-Stars

Pictured left to right is Le Roy’s Grady Gilligan, Matthew Hockey and Aidan Weaver.

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS

Cal-Mum’s Nickerson, McNear,
Amorese Named LCAA
Basketball All-Stars

SAMUEL ZERILLOITHE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Pictured left to right is Cal-Mum’s Leigh Nickerson, Sean McNear and Olivia Amorese.

Jamiie

fourth overall.

COACH OF THE
YEAR

2025-2026

PEROY HIGH SCHO

PHOTO CREDIT: JAYME QUTERMOUS
Le Roy HC Jamie Holman was named the Section V
Class C Coach of the Year after sectional competition
this season, where the Oatkan Knights team placed

Le Roy Cheerleading
HC Holman
Named Class C
Coach of the Year

Holman &
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A NATIVE AMERI

DIAINACE

HEAVY HIGHWAY ROADWORK
Installing Highway Guard Rails
Full-Time Seasonal Class A - CDL Driver/Laborer
Starting Pay — Approximately $35 per Hour 40-50 Hours per Week
Plus, Union Benefits
Must be able to travel throughout Western half of New York State with Paid Travel Expenses
Please Apply At: Pavilion Drainage Supply
6630 Ellicott Street Road, Pavilion, NY 14525
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@ www.TheDailyNewsOnline.com

@ www.TheLCN.com

@ www.BeeNews.com

A2 Saturday, March 21, 2026

THE LE Roy WEEKEND GAZETTE

Fast Actions, Great Teamwork by Le Roy Police Officers
Martek, Scafetta Saves a Life

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

This past weekend at the
American Legion in Le Roy,
Village police officers Selah
Martek and Louis Scafetta
gave life saving measures to
an individual who had lost
his pulse, and successfully
stabilized him.

The call came in the late
evening on March 14, with
both officers being dis-
patched to the Legion re-
garding an unresponsive
83-year-old male who was
notbreathing.

Martek was nearby and
was the first one on the
scene, soon asking Scafet-
ta, who was at Le Roy High
School monitoring the mu-
sical performance that night,
toheadinher direction.

At the time, Martek and
Scafetta were under the im-
pression that thelocal Le Roy
EMS service was out of ser-
vice, and an ambulance was
coming all the way from Bat-
avia. With that in mind, Mar-
tek immediately got to work
giving life-saving measures.

“I thought the ambulance
was coming from Batavia.
And atthat point, ifit'san un-
responsive male not breath-
ing, it's allhands on deck. So,
I got there, walked in, saw a
male on the floor. I checked
for a pulse; he was agonal
breathing. So, I immediately
started CPR, hooked up the
AED, it did its scan or what-
ever it does, and then it ad-
vised me to shock him. So, I
shocked him,” Martek said.

It was around this point
that Scafetta arrived at the
scene, and after getting
caught up on the situation by

Martek, jumped in to help as
well.

“I ran into the building,
(Martek) was actively work-
ing on him already. CPR is
definitely taxing, especially
for any extended period of
time. So, we had a brief con-
versation as to what was go-
ing on. She advised me that
she had already shocked
him once. So, once she fin-
ished her sequence of CPR, I
took over on compressions,”
Scafetta said.

EMS arrived at around the
same time as Scafetta, as the

local Le Roy ambulance ser-
vice ended up being avail-
able to assist at the scene.

In all between Martek,
Scafetta and the respond-
ing Le Roy EMS workers, the
group worked on the patient
for around 22 minutes. In
that time the patient got his
pulse back, and was even-
tually able to breathe on his
own and be transported to a
hospital.

With all the training Mar-
tek and Scafetta did to pre-
pare for moments such as
these, it’s almost second na-

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Pictured is LPD officers Selah Martek and Louis Scafetta, with the AED bag that was used at the scene that day.

ture for them to jump rightin
and do what they can to help.

“We went through exten-
sive medical training in the
academy of AED (use), when
to know to start CPR. It’s like,
you remember your train-
ing, and in that moment,
you can't really think about
it. It's just auto program. You
just go in and next thing you
know, I'm doing CPR. I've
been here almost four years,
and I've been on dozens of
calls like this where they
code, and it's hard to get a
code back. And he’s still alive

and doing well, family by his
side. So, we gave someone
another shot at life essential-
ly, Martek said.

Positive outcomes from
situations like this aren’t
very common according to
Martek.

“That outcome doesn’t
usually happen. No, it's got
to be effective CPR pretty
much right off the bat. And
really, that’s definitely what
saved his life, is just the con-
stant CPR between us both
until the EMS took over,
and we're able to hook up

their equipment, their AED,
which is way stronger,” Mar-
tek said.

Scafetta attributed the
success that day to the great
communication and team-
work between all the re-
sponding officers and EMS
workers.

“Everyone just had a job,
and we stuck to our job,
Scafetta said. “We were
switching back and forth be-
tween doing compressions,
and (Martek) was giving
breaths, and EMS was get-
ting the oxygen hooked up
to (Martek’s) breather bag.
And then we got his pulse
back, and he was breathing
somewhat on his own. You
know, there’s a lot of moving
parts and pieces, and every-
one just did a really good
job at communicating what
they needed, communicat-
ing what they were seeing
and what feedback they were
getting from the patient. And
we kind of just worked as a
cohesive unit to get them
saved.”

Reflecting on it after-
wards, both Martek and
Scafetta expressed walking
away from this experience
grateful that they were able
to assist in saving this pa-
tient, who is currently recov-
ering in the hospital without
any further complications.

“It's always a good day
when you can save a life,”
Scafetta said. “You deal with
some tough stuff on a daily
basis usually (as a police of-
ficer), and to have those little
wins kind of remind you why
you signed up to do what you
do’

Cal-Mum Wants You to Take a Chance on ‘Mamma Mia!’

By DAN FOLTS
dfolts@livingstonnews.com

CALEDONIA — You can
dance, you can jive, having
the time of your life, in an up-
coming performance of the
musical “Mamma Mia!” at the
newly refurbished Cal-Mum
High School Auditorium.

Performances are sched-
uled for 7 p.m. March 27 and
28, and 2 p.m. March 29 at the
school, 99 North St.

Parking is available out-
side of the Cal-Mum Middle
School entrance. Tickets are
$10 for adults and $8 for stu-
dents and seniors.

The famous musical, fea-
turing the songs of Swedish
pop group ABBA, has been
a goal of the drama club for
some time.

“It's a fun show, with all the
songs from ABBA. Our kids
have been asking to do it for
years, so we finally decided
this was the year to do it,” said
artistic director Erin Hodge.

“I think a lot of these kids
have known this music for a
long time and really love it.
And I think that shows that
they want to share their love
for this music,” Hodge said.

“We leave rehearsal every
single night with a song stuck
inourheads,” said Hodge.

Leads in the show include
senior Hannah Harmon as
Donna, sophomore Abby
Hunt as Sophie, senior Emma
Brogan as Tanya, senior Laura
Reynolds as Rosie, senior Aus-
tin Chenaille as Sam, sopho-
more James Wildey as Harry,
and senior Scotty Bowman, Jr.
asBill.

“We have a bunch of se-
niorsthisyear,” Hodge said.

Many of them have been
involved in plays and musicals
for their entire high school ca-
reer. Others in the show are
new to musical performances,
such as seniors Scotty Bow-
man, Jr. and Emma Brogan.

“Hannah (Harmon) is one
thathas beenwith ussince she

If You Go
WHAT: “Mamma Mia!,"
the Caledonia-Mum-
ford High School
Musical.
WHEN: 7 p.m. March
27 and 28, 2 p.m.
March 29.
WHERE: Caledo-
nia-Mumford High
School, 99 North St.,
Caledonia. Parking is
available outside of
the Cal-Mum Middle
School entrance.
TICKETS: $10 for
adults and $8 for stu-
dents and seniors.

was able to,” said Hodge. “I've
watched her grow and mature
as a performer. This is a role
thatI think she’s been so excit-
ed to play and she’s just going
toknockit out of the park”

Abby Hunt plays Harmon’s
daughter on stage.

“She is such a talented vo-
calistand actress,” said Hodge.
“I think she really brings such
emotion to the character and
I think that the audiences are
really going to enjoy her per-
formance”

Also in the cast are sopho-
more Archer Bowman as Sky,
senior Caché Brockenshire as
Alj, junior Peyton Clement as
Lisa, junior James Patanella
as Pepper, senior Callan Cap-
potelli as Eddie, and junior
Drake Dykstra as Father Alex-
andrios.

“This is definitely a differ-
ent type of show than we've
done in recent years. I know
it is a jukebox musical... but I
always feel like ‘Mamma Mia’
isinadifferent class because it
does have a story. Sometimes
in jukebox musicals, the sto-
ry is just there to connect the
songs — but this does have a
story,” Hodge said.

The plot revolves around

Montondo’s, Lockport, NY
Beer Battered, Cajun
Broiled, Plain Broiled or »
Lemon Pepper Broiled
EAT IN —OR— TAKE OUT
Call (585) 502-5155 to order

Pie available from the Eastern Star
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Fish Fries are back at the Masonic Community Center!
12 Bank Street, LeRoy, NY

Starting Friday, February 13", and every Friday thru
Good Friday, fish fries will be available 4pm until sold out

Featuring fresh fish “ Dinner Roll P T o
delivered weekly from Coleslaw :" - ;
JFrench Fries or

wBaked Potai
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a mother and daughter re-
lationship, a wedding on a
Greek isle, and three men —
all of whom could potentially
be the father of the bride.

“We also have a lot of really
fun dances that the audience
isreally goingto enjoy, Hodge
said.

Marissa DelVecchio Brown
ischoreographer for the show.
Joining her and Hodge on the
production team are Dylan
Youngs as music director,
Elizabeth Barbour as tech di-
rector, Matt Trost as pit con-
ductor, and Maria Neale as
the show’s rehearsal accom-
panist. Amy Hanley-Dykstra
is creating the costumes and
Bill Middleton and “the team
of dads” are creating the set, a
realistic Greek taverna.

“A taverna is like a Greek
hotel, but it’s the outside of
the building. When you come
in, you should feel like you're
walking down the street in a
little Greek town,” Hodge said.

“I'm always very proud of
our sets and what they do and
how it helps our cast perform
onstage,” said Hodge.

Off stage, Hodge is also ex-
cited to showcase the renovat-
ed performance space

“There’s brand new seat-
ing” Hodge said. “It’s a nice
newupdate to the space.”

Overall, she admires the
commitment of the students
involved.

“What’s really cool about
Cal-Mum is that the kids who
are playing leads, they're also
playing sports. The top 10 list
came out and like half of them
are in our cast. So they are
well-rounded kids and they
are doing everything. And I
think they bring a lot to the
table as far as life experience
and knowing how to be on a
team,” Hodge said.

“I think they're all won-
derful,” said Hodge. “I enjoy
workingwith all of them.”

-
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PHOTO PROVIDED BY TIM MCARDLE
Cast members for Caledonia-Mumford'’s production of “Mamma Mia!” rehearse the
song “Does your mother know?”

PHOTO PROVIDED BYTIM MCARDLE

The Dynamos sing “Dancing Queen” during a rehearsal for “Mamma Mia!” at
Caledonia-Mumford High School. Pictured are, from left, Laura Reynolds as Rosie,
Hannah Harmon as Donna, and Emma Brogan as Tanya.
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The Pioneer Women
— Herstory

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Spedial to
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

During Women’s His-
tory Month, it is often the
prominent, famous wom-
en who are included in the
stories. But it is also the
women who came to the
frontier and helped clear
the land and planted gar-
dens, raised children, spun
wool, raised flax, cooked
over the open fire, washed
the clothes, hauled the wa-
ter, fed the chickens, and
nursed the sick who helped
establish a foothold on the
frontier and paved the way
for generations to come. It
is hard to find their stories,
but Le Roy has some ladies
who need to be mentioned.

Twenty-year old Luseba
Scott was the first teacher
in the Ganson Settlement
east of the creek in what is
now Le Roy. Even before
the settlers built a church,
they built a school. In 1801,
Luseba began teaching in
the log cabin on the north
side of the road. Her name
appears on the large blue
and yellow historic marker
which was erected on the
site of the first school west
of the Genesee River. The
marker was dedicated in
2002 during the celebra-
tion of Genesee County’s
Bicentennial. Lusaba mar-
ried James Ganson, the son
of Captain John Ganson,
who owned the Ganson
Tavern. Luseba raised nine
children, six sons and three
daughters. Her husband
was the proprietor of the
Eagle Hotel and served in
the New York State Assem-
bly between 1812 and 1823.

Mrs. Richard Stoddard
was described as “a wom-
an of culture as well as of
courage and resolution.”
In 1799, she married Rich-
ard Stoddard, who was a

(\,q

surveyor for Joseph Elli-
cott and he surveyed the
Triangle Tract owned by
Herman Le Roy. Stoddard
became the land agent for
the Triangle Tract. In 1802,
he built a grist mill on the
creek in Le Roy. One night
at midnight while her hus-
band was at the mill, a
group of rowdy men burst
into her house. Concerned
for her family’s safety, she
slipped a young girl out
a back window and sent
her to the mill. Richard re-
turned and dispatched the
rowdy group from their
home. Mrs. Stoddard also
wrote about a time when
her family was very sick.
A group of Native Amer-
icans who lived in the vi-
cinity showed up at her
house and dug some holes
in the ground. The put
in hot stones over which
they poured hot water. The
Stoddard family climbed
in and were covered with
heavy blankets “until the
sweating of which there
can be but little doubt was
certain to effect the cure”
Sylvia Pierson, arrived
on the frontier in 1807. Her
husband, Simon and a cou-
ple of his brothers came
to the Genesee country
in 1806 and cleared some
land up near Stone Church.
They planned to return
to Connecticut and bring
their wives back. Simon
wrote that he “never in-
tended his family to suffer
for the want of food, so he
bought some dried corn
and put it up in the loft of
an abandoned cabin and
left $26 with his brother-in-
law to buy some salt pork.
Simon left for Connecticut
and when he returned the
next spring with Sylvia and
their young son he went up
to the cabin loft and dis-
covered that the squirrels
had eaten all the corn. He
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went to check on the bar-
rel of salt pork and when
he took off the lid, there is
a terrible smell. The meat
smelled like carrion. Not
enough salt had been used
to preserve it. He said “It
must have been put up by
foreigners. But he goes
on to say that “we ate it
anyway with pigeons and
squirrels.” (One can only
imagine the conversation
between Simon and Sylvia,
and who decided to take
the first bite of the food.)
Simon was upset that his
brother-in-law had used all
the money to buy the bar-
rel of salt pork. He had just
bought a new gold watch,
and so he went up to Lim-
erock to use the watch to
barter for a couple of bush-
els of corn and wheat. The
Genesee Fever, which was
also called the “ague” was
a type of malaria carried by
mosquitoes.

Sylvia came down with
the ague and was in bed,
when Simon noticed a
commotion under the
bed. He reached down and
pulled out a large rattle-
snake.

“The History of the Hol-
land Purchase” includes an
image of a log cabin and a
description of the setting:
It is winter. The pioneer
arrived in the fall and built
a rude log house, but cold
weather arrived and froze
the ground so he wasn't
able to mix the straw mor-
tar for his stick chimney.

Instead, he had piled up
logs against the chimney
back. (A similar account
mentioned that a hole in
the roof let the sun in and
the smoke out. Having had
the experience of living in
a pioneer cabin with no
chimney, I can say that the
smoke does not go out. It
hovers in the cabin about
four feet from the floor
making life inside very
miserable.) His wife can be
seen just outside the door
feeding chickens “from
her folded apron.” The
cabin is furnished with “a
bed, two chairs, a pot and
a kettle, and a few other
indispensable articles for
housekeeping.” The small
window is covered with
“oiled paper.” “Glass is a
luxury . . since glass was
an expensive luxury. The
cabin has a floor made of
the halves of spit logs and
the door is made of three
hewed planks. No boards
are available although
there was hope that a saw-
mill might be put into op-
eration.

,Perhaps the most poi-
gnant story of a woman
who lived on the frontier
in Le Roy is the story of
Cynthia Franklin Pierson
Olmsted. She was born on
May 10, 1786, in Killing-
worth, Connecticut. The
Franklin family was large.
Cynthia had eight broth-
ers and three sisters. When
Cynthia was 21 she married
John Pierson. Their daugh-
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ter Florilla was born in the
first year. Soon the young
family was on their way to
the Genesee country with
John'’s brother Philo. The
trip took three weeks and
they settled near what is
now Stone Church. John
wrote to his mother when
they arrived. “We got here
the 23rd day of June. We
stopped one day at Whites-
town at Uncle Jonas Par-
melee’s. We had very good
weather, no rain to hinder

. I have had the fever
ague about fifteen days. I
am now getting better. Cyn-
thia has had a little of the
ague. Florilla had some-
thing of the dysentery, but
she has got well again and
is now very hearty. Provi-
sions have been very scarce
but wheat comes in plen-
ty — — land is now selling
at twenty two shillings an
acre . . . I wish you could
bring Cynthia’s spindle (for
spinning) which we forgot.”
Cynthia and John lived in
Stone church for about two
years and then moved to
Le Roy on a farm on Lake
Road. Eventually, all six of
the Pierson brothers ar-
rived from Killingworth. A
letter in the Pierson collec-
tion dated 1812, mentions
that their daughter Florilla
had been seized with a fe-
ver and had died. Cynthia’s
brother had been struck
by a falling tree and suf-
fered a brain injury. And
shortly after, Cynthia and
John lost another daughter,

Clarissa. In the meantime,
John’s mother had come
to visit. She planned to re-
turn to Killingworth, but
in April 1813 she died and
was buried in the Fort Hill
Cemetery. Late in 1813, the
Niagara frontier literally
exploded in war. The Brit-
ish held Fort Niagara and
President Madison had de-
clared war. All able bodied
men volunteered for the
militia. John and two of his
brothers marched to Buffa-
lo. John was very sick. His
brothers finally were able
to bring him home, but he
only lived a short time and
died on January 2, 1814. He
was 30 years old and Cyn-
thia was a widow with two
children. Because of the
laws at that time, Cynthia
was not able to inherit her
husbands farm, or could
she have guardianship of
her children. So, she mar-
ried William Olmsted, a
teacher who had arrived
in Le Roy in 1812. Cynthia
and William had four boys
and two girls and William
taught school and main-
tained the farm. Cynthia
lived until she was 89 and
died on November 4, 1874.
The funeral was held in her
home, and the eulogy was
published in the Le Roy Ga-
zette:

“a tribute to the pioneer
fathers and mothers who
patient endurance and un-
tiring energy had made the
wilderness to blossom like
arose.
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Question from The Le Roy Weekend Gazette staff

HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE ITWITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!

What’s the luckiest thing that has ever happened to you?

Previous question - “What’s the smartest decision you ever made?”

WHAT'S YOUR ANSWER?

Share with us by

Y

commenting on Facebook

or by emailing your answer to us directly
bfunderburk@batavianews.com

WHAT'S YOUR ANSWER?

Share with us by commenting on Facebook
or by emailing your answer to us directly
bfunderburk@batavianews.com

?

WHAT’S YOUR ANSWER?

Share with us by commenting on Facebook
or by emailing your answer to us directly
bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Have an idea for the next question? Send your suggestions to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Question of the Week sponsored by:

www.CasperFarmsBeef.com ¢ Crystal (585) 478-6326 * 6671 Main Road, Stafford, NY 14143

A6 Saturday, March 21, 2026

TuE LE Roy WEEKEND GAZETTE

Le Roy CSD Bus Purchases Approved

District seeks to purchase new buses
ahead of NYS electric bus mandate

Voters in the Le Roy
Central School District ap-
proved a resolution to pur-
chase six new school buses
at a cost of $1.1 million fol-
lowing a vote on Tuesday
night.

The resolution passed
with a vote of 105 in favor
and 15 opposed.

The purchase will be
made using reserves, and
90 percent of the cost is ex-
pected to be reimbursed by
New York State, the district
said. Combined with pro-
ceeds from the sale of old
buses, the district expects
the purchase to have no
impact on district taxpay-
ers.

“Thank you to our entire
community for coming out
to vote and for your con-

tinued support of our stu-
dents and school district,”
Superintendent Merritt
Holly said in a statement
on Tuesday night.

The ballot referendum
for the bus purchase was
timed to beat a 2027 state
mandate for all newly pur-
chased school buses to be
electric.

“Public schools across
New York State have been
mandated to begin tran-
sitioning to a 100% ze-
ro-emission fleet of school
buses by 2035,” the district
said in a letter to residents
ahead of the vote. “The
mandate also states that
schools will not be able to
purchase fossil fuel pow-
ered school buses after
2027. Therefore, as we pre-

pare our fleet for this pend-
ing mandate, we are seek-
ing to purchase these six
replacement diesel/gaso-
line buses to allow time to
thoughtfully transition to
this electric vehicle man-
date by 2035

The letter says a study
performed last year esti-
mated the combined costs
of infrastructure upgrades
for electric buses in Le Roy
at $5.95 million.

The current proposal is
intended to allow the dis-
trict time to transition be-
fore the state’s 2035 dead-
line for all school buses in
service to be electric, the
letter said. The district has
previously said its diesel
buses have a 10-year oper-
ating life.

What Does This Mean for Taxpayers?

Le Roy Central School District
2026 Bus Purchase Public Vote

March 17, 2026

2 p.m. - 7 p.m. in the Wolcott Street School Media Center

PROPOSITION 1

Le Roy Central School residents are being asked to authorize the district to purchase new school buses for transporting
children in an amount not to exceed $1,100,000, of which $600,000 will be paid from the District’s 2019 Capital Reserve
Fund. This proposition will authorize the purchase of six (6) 66-passenger diesel and/or gasoline engine buses. All six
(6) vehicles to be purchased will include a two-way radio and built in video surveillance equipment.

New York State does reimburse for such school bus purchases over the 5 year period after purchasing. The Le Roy Central
School District’s reimbursement ratio is currently 90%, thus the taxpayers would be responsible for the remaining 10%.
The District’s plan is to borrow the $500,000 needed and align the debt repayment with the reimbursement period.

Public schools across New York State have been mandated to begin transitioning to a 100% zero-emission fleet of school
buses by 2035. The mandate also states that schools will not be able to purchase fossil fuel powered school busses after
2027. Therefore, as we prepare our fleet for this pending mandate, we are seeking to purchase these six (6) replacement
diesel/gasoline busses to allow time to thoughtfully transition to this electric vehicle mandate by 2035.

These new EV buses have an estimated cost of $500,000 each and will have an estimated useful battery life of 7 years.
This mandate will also require school districts to update their bus garage repair/parking facilities in order to accommodate
the additional required needs for charging and repairing these new electric buses.

Le Roy CSD had an architectural study performed last year on our current bus garage in order to determine what would be
needed in order to implement this mandate over a multi-phase construction plan. It was determined it would cost roughly
$3,200,000 in phase 1 to retrofit our current electric infrastructure in order to begin installing charging stations for EV
buses as well as to update the building’s fire suppression system as required. Phase 2 and 3 would add additional
charging stations at an estimated cost of $2,750,000. None of these infrastructure upgrades can even begin without an
additional public referendum to authorize this construction.

This proposition to purchase six (6) buses will result in NO ADDITIONAL TAX IMPACT after factoring in the New York

State Aid reimbursement for school buses, any resale or trade value of current buses being replaced and the remaining costs
would will be withdrawn from the District’s 2019 Capital Reserve Fund.

PROVIDED BY LE ROY CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Sunny’s Seeks Dismissal of Red Osier Suit

Attorney calls case frivolous and retaliatory

By SOL HAUSER
shauser@livingstonnews.com

Sunny’s Restaurant is
asking a judge to dismiss a
lawsuit filed last month by
the Red Osier Landmark
Restaurant.

The request, made in
court filings Monday, comes
in response to a lawsuit
filed by the Red Osier last
month in which the Stafford
steakhouse accused chefs
Nicole Granata and Justin
Newmark of stealing secret
recipes upon leaving their
positions at the Red Osier
and conspiring with Sunny’s
owner David Snyder to use
the recipes in their new jobs
at Sunny’s.

In its response, Sunny’s,
alongside Snyder, Grana-
ta and Newmark, said that
Sunny’s never used any Red
Osier recipes.

Of the four recipes the

Red Osier listed in its com-
plaint — signature prime
rib, twin cold water lobster
tails, mahi mahi with man-
go salsa and bourbon glazed
salmon — only the prime
rib and lobster tails appear
in a sampling of Red Osier
menus from the last four
years. In Monday’s filing,
Sunny’s lawyer Ted Graney
wrote that Newmark, Gra-
nata and a supplier inde-
pendently developed all
fourrecipes.

Regardless of origin, the
Red Osier recipes weren't
trade secrets and didn’t be-
longto the current Red Osier
owners, Graney said. He
pointed to a December 2025
Facebook video in which
former Red Osier co-owner
Rob Moore, whose family
sold the restaurant to cur-
rent owners Tim Adams
and Steven Foster in 2016,

demonstrated in detail how
to make the signature prime
rib.

“After nearly four de-
cades, we sold the restau-
rant [and] retired from food
service; however, we still
own the names, all the rec-
ipes and the intellectual
property,” Moore said in the
video.

Graney also contested
the Red Osier’s claim that
its recipes are unique in
Genesee County and the
surrounding region, point-
ing to similar menu items at
three area restaurants. He
also said that while New-
mark and Granata signed a
handbook stating that some
recipes are trade secrets, the
handbook included mul-
tiple statements that it was
nota contract.

“They haven’t supported
the claim with any evidence

that they actually have trade
secrets with respect to their
menu items, and they hav-
en’t identified specifically
what trade secrets they are
alleging were misappro-
priated,” Graney said in a
phone interview Wednes-
day. “Most importantly, the
allegations of theft of trade
secrets and proprietary
information are just false.
Sunny’s employees didn't
take any proprietary infor-
mation or trade secrets with
them when they left the Red
Osier and none of the menu
items are prepared similarly
atSunny’s”

Graney said that while he
and Snyder are still working
to understand what impact
the case has had on busi-
ness, he believes the Red
Osier’s lawsuit is retaliation
for Granata and Newmark
leaving the Red Osier and

has the potential to harm
Sunny’s and its employees.

“The false allegation of
theft and misappropriation
certainly has the potential
to be damaging, so we're
definitely leaving all our op-
tions open going forward,”
he said.

In Monday’s filing, he
wrote that Sunny’s is pre-

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
The legal battle over trade secrets between the Red
Osier in Stafford and Sunny’s Restaurant in Batavia is
continuing in court. Sunny’s is preparing to seek sanc-
tions against the Red Osier in addition to attorney fees
and associated costs

paring to seek sanctions
against the Red Osier in ad-
dition to attorney fees and
associated costs.

Red Osier lawyer John Re-
fermat did not return calls
seeking comment.

Arguments in the case
will take place next Monday,
March 23, in Buffalo.

Tobacco-Free Genesee, Orleans and Wyoming (TF-GOW) Amplifies
National Drug Facts Week to Confront Youth Nicotine Risks

PRESS RELEASE
Tobacco-Free Genesee, Orleans and Wyoming
(TF-GOW)

BATAVIA - Tobacco-Free
GOW is proud to join com-
munities across the coun-
try in observing National
Drug & Alcohol Facts Week
(NDAFW), from March 16-22,
2026, to empower young peo-
ple in our communities with
science-based information
about nicotine and addiction.
The organization is marking
NDAFW through school-
based educational sessions,
interactive youth workshops
and parent and caregiver
outreach with a focus on the
tobacco industry’s expand-
ed reach through high-tech
“smart” vapes, disposable
e-cigarettes and flavored nico-
tine pouches.

“National Drug Facts Week
isagood timetorememberthe
horrific toll of tobacco indus-
try marketing and nicotine ad-
diction in our communities,’
says Brittany Bozzer, Reality
Check Youth Coordinator for
Tobacco-Free Genesee, Orle-
ans and Wyoming (TF-GOW).
“Nicotine is considered as ad-
dictive or more than, heroin
and cocaine, and is damaging
to the developingbrain””

Despite progress in youth
vaping in New York State from
18.7%in 2022 t0 13.1%in 2024,
overallyouth nicotine use con-
tinues ata dangerousrate. And
youth use of nicotine pouches
doubled during the same time
period.

An Evolving Nicotine Mar-
ket

A 2026 Truth Initiative re-
port shows that the nicotine
industry has dramatically ex-
pandeditsreach throughhigh-
tech “smart” vapes, disposable
e-cigarettes, and flavored nic-
otine pouches. These products
are aggressively marketed to
youth by using digital features,
bright packaging, and fruity
flavors. About 32% of youth
who use e-cigarettes reported
using “smart” vapesin the past
month, highlighting a growing
trend thatblends nicotine with
interactive technology.

Sales of flavored oral nic-
otine pouches—such as Zyn,
Velo, and On!—nearly tripled
from 2023 to 2024, making
them the fastest-growing nic-
otine product category in the
U.S. Flavored varieties domi-
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nateyouth use.

These shifts reinforce the
importance of Tobacco-Free
GOW'’s mission to create en-
vironments where youth feel
protected from targeted nic-
otine marketing and empow-
ered to make tobacco- and
nicotine-free choices.

Youth Nicotine Use: Prog-
ress Plus Persistent Risks

According to data from the
New York Youth Tobacco Sur-
vey (NY-YTS) youth e-cigarette
use has declined significantly
- from 18.7% in 2022 to 13.1%
in 2024 - yet overall tobacco
use remains a concern. Ciga-
rette useremainedlowat2.4%,
showing promising long-term
progress toward reducing
combustible tobacco use.

CDC data show that 88.2%
of high school students who
used e-cigarettes in the past 30
days chose flavored products,
demonstrating the industry’s
continued reliance on flavors
tohookyoungusers.

Key Facts Regarding Nic-
otine to Remember During
Drug & Alcohol Facts Week

NDAFW, led by the Na-
tional Institute on Drug Abuse
(NIDA), unites schools, health
organizations, and prevention
leaders to dispel myths about
substance use and provide
teens with factual, accessible
information that supports
healthier choices. Tobac-
co-Free GOW stresses these
keyfacts about nicotine:

Vaping and Addiction:
Many teens do not perceive
vaping as addictive, yet nico-
tine products like JUUL and
Zyn are highly addictive, and
55% of high school students in
a 2023 survey did not see vap-
ingasahigh-riskactivity.

The “Gateway” Effect: Us-
ing nicotine as an adolescent
can alter the developing brain
and may increase susceptibil-
ity for addiction to other sub-
stances, including alcohol and
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cannabis.

Brain Development: The
teenage brain is particularly
vulnerable to nicotine, which
can disrupt brain develop-
ment, affect memory and im-
pactattention.

Industry Tactics: Tobacco
companies are increasingly
using social media influencers
to target youth with new nico-
tine delivery systems.

It's Not Just Cigarettes:
While cigarette smoking is a
major concern, the rise of vap-
ing and oral nicotine pouches
require a broader focus on all

nicotine products.
Supporting NDAFW
Through Local Action

Tobacco-Free GOW will
honor National Drug Facts
Week through:

- School-based educational
sessions highlighting the sci-
ence of nicotine addiction

- Interactive youth work-
shops designed to counter
myths aboutvaping

- Parent and caregiver out-
reach to support household
conversations about nicotine

- Community partnerships
to promote healthy, tobac-
co-freenorms

NYS Quitline is available to
help.

Anyone who lives in New
York State may contact the
NYS Quitline by calling
1-866-NY-QUITS  (1-866-
697-8487). They can also visit
nysmokefree.com to reach a
specialist through an online
chat, request a call-back or or-
der free nicotine replacement
therapy (NRT) medications.
The NYS Quitline additionally
offers a variety of free texting
programs for those seeking
help at their fingertips. Learn-
2QuitNY and Vivir Sin Tobaco
Es Vida (culturally tailored for
Spanish-speaking commu-
nities) provide daily texts and
weekly goals; text QUITNOW
or DEJELO YA NY to 333888

to register. The NYS Quitline’s
latest texting service, Drop-
TheVape, supports young peo-
ple and young adults in their
efforts to overcome nicotine
addiction. Registration and
more information is available
atDropTheVape.com.

New York State’s pledge
to reducing smoking-related
deathand disease.

The New York State De-
partment of Health, Bureau
of Tobacco Control funds TF-
GOW to increase support for
New York State’s tobacco-free
norm through youth action
and community engagement.
Efforts are evidence-based,
policy-driven, and cost-effec-
tive approaches that decrease
youth tobacco use, motivate
adult smokers to quit, and
eliminate exposure to sec-
ondhand smoke. TF-GOWis a
program of Roswell Park Com-
prehensive Cancer Center.
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Title Town

From A1

THEPOSTSEASON PATH

Forthe girls, theywould en-
ter sectionals sitting at a 10-10
regular seasonrecord, and the
No.6seedin Class B2.

After an 80-12 victo-
ry against Sodus to open
sectional play, the Oatkan
Knights had a tough matchup
againstNo. 3 Avon, ateam that
Le Roy had lost to twice in the
regular season.

Despite the history be-
tween them, Le Roy came to
play when it mattered most,
and after some late game he-
roics from Caton and Maddie
Paddock, the Oatkan Knights
walked away with the win.

“I think earlier in the year,
we obviously weren't as good
as we were later in the season,
and we weren't as consistent.
ButI think playing (Avon) that
game in sectionals, it showed
that we could really be consis-
tent,” C. Weaver said. “We got
down after the first half. We
were losing at halftime, but
we battled back. I mean, my
coach said after the first two
games (in the regular season),
he said, ‘if we play Avon again,
you're going to beat them. I
promise you will beat them!
And we did beat them, so, itall
worked out”

The boys team entered
sectionals as the No. 1 seed in
Class B1. The team faced mul-
tiple closely contested games
during the tournament, but
were able to find awayto over-
come them everytime.

“Tjust think they wanted to
win so badly, and they just re-
ally committed themselves to
taking care of the little things,’
Battaglia said. “And I think in
sectionals what really came
through was, we got a lot bet-
ter in our ability to close out
games. And I saw that against
all three (sectional oppo-
nents). Against Livonia we're
tied, and then we're only up
three (points) in the fourth
quarter, until we went on an
11-0 run. And then Waterloo,
with five minutes left, we're
up three. That’s a back-and-
forth game. Then our last
eight possessions, we scored
every time, eight possessions
in arow. And Mynderse, were
down 13 in the second quar-
ter, then we outscored them
18-7in the fourth quarter”

In the girls championship
against No. 1 seeded C-R/B-R,
Le Roy had to again overcome
tough circumstances after let-
ting the opponent comeback
from being down well over 10
points to force overtime.

Caton, who was named
tournament MVP after the
game, said that her and her
teammates were willing to do
whatever it took to win that
game.

“I know me and definitely
my teammates. That was, like,
the first time we've been to the
sectional finals in a long, long
time. So, I knew that we want-
ed to win it, and we would
do anything to win it,” Caton
said. “So, we had to, like, slow
the game down and just play
our game. We're getting, like,
too focused on the other team
scoring. But we had to stay
stick to our principles to be
able to win. And individual-
ly, and I feel like I know I just
wanted to win. So, whatever I
had to do, Iwould do it for my
teammates. Even if I was not

Bailey Caton was named the Class B2 tournament MVP after the girls team won the title.

MARK GUTMAN

Cora Weaver shoots over C-R/B-R’s Lilly Farwell during
the girls Class B2 championship game.

scoring, defense makes up for
that on offense. So defensive-
ly, I feel like I had a lot of good
opportunities to help myteam
better”

Heading into the champi-
onship matchup against My-
nderse just two days after the
girls won their title, Hockey,
Adian Weaver, and the entire
boys team had to battle back
from a sizeable deficit to claim
the title. Second half surges
had become the staple for Le
Roy all year long, and Hockey
said that the team didn’t panic
when the going got tough.

“I think it was all mental
for us, really. I mean, we had
a lot of games where we just
didn't really come out phys-
ically and, like, we just didn’t
really have the energy that the
other teams would have in
the first half” Hockey said. “At
the championship game, we
were still down, but thankfully
we have been in that position
many, many times through-
out the season. So, we just
were able to talk it over like we
usually did, and we came back
like we had done many times
before, and we got the win.”

“I said to everybody at the
beginning of the season, ev-
erybody wants to be a cham-
pion. But there’s only a few
teams that are willing to pre-
pare to be champions, and
you've done that every single
day since last summer. So, we
belong here, let’s go win here.
And they did,” Battaglia add-
ed.

MARK GUTMAN
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Boys head coach Mike Battaglia celebrates the champi-

onship win.

Watching the girls win their
title earlier in the week, and
the fact that the boys hadn’t
won since 2003, was major
motivation for Hockey.

“It motivated us a lot more,
just knowing that there’s only
been one other team in the
history of the school that’s
been able to win it,” Hock-
ey said. “And, we wanted to,
you know, put the number
up there, we wanted to be the
second team (to win a title),
and just be remembered like
that. A lot of us went to the
girls game, we saw that all that
go down and saw them win.
And I think just that on top of
we watched so much film on
Mynderse, we just knew that
it was such a winnable game
and that we were the better
team on both ends of the floor.
We were really looking for-
ward to playing, and I feel like
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for all of us, there wasn't really
any nerves, we were just excit-
edtoplay”

REFLECTING ON BOTH
TITLES

Winning the champion-
ship was doubly special for
both Aidan and Cora Weaver,
asnotonly did their respective
teams win titles, but seeing
their sibling win made it even
sweeter.

“I'mean, it's not something
that I feel like a lot of people
will ever experience, especial-
lyin the same sport, especially
at a school where they've only
won one on each side of it
A. Weaver said. “The family
partof it means alot to me be-
cause, me and my sister have
been going out playing bas-
ketball in the driveway, she
always used to come out with
me because she wanted to
hang out with me, always do
what [ was doing. And it frus-
trated me sometimes, but I'm
happy she was out there with
me in the long run, because it
worked out for both of us get-
ting each other better”

“It’s really special. Like
(Adian) said, we've grown up
beingreally close, playing bas-
ketball all our lives,” C. Weav-
er added. “And I think there’s
always been a sort of rivalry to
the teams all season, butin the
end, we're supportive of each
other, both me and Aidan,
and just the teams in general.
We go out, support each oth-
er. It doesn’t matter how close
or far it is. We carpool, go see
each other’s games. So, I think
that's really important to have
that support. And I think us,
before we won, we knew they
would be supporting us. And
then after our win, we were so
excited and wanted them to
bring that home too, because
we know how special that
was for us, and for me, I want-
ed (Adian) to have the same
thing, especially it being his
senioryear.’

These championships
were particularly special for
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Matt Hockey during the boys quarterfinal win against Livonia.

coach Macaluso and Batta-
glia as well, as they are only in
their first and second season
coaching these varsity teams,
and have already seen so
much success.

“I graduated from Le Roy.
I coached those guys (on the
boys team) in JV a little bit.
So, I've been in Le Roy sys-
tem a little bit here. Just to see
those guys from the time they
were in eighth grade put in
the work, and then see them
really be rewarded in their se-
nior year was great for me to
see from a coach standpoint.
Then obviously these girls,
same thing. You know, I got
offered the job in late June,
earlyJuly. It's like from the get-
go, we had our meeting, and
they bought it right away. Like
theywere ready to go. And just
at practice every day, they did
it the right way. Both groups,
just the amount of work they
putin. It's more than just them
building this team. That's how
you build programs,” Macalu-
so said.

Itwas also abigmoment for
the entire Le Roy community.

“Just for the community, I
feel like that parade coming
back (after the boys title win),
looking out the windows and
seeing people in Le Roy that
I've never seen in my life, and
I've lived here for 18 years,
coming out of their houses
and jumping up and down,
riding around the bus, looking
like they just won the lottery.
It's a cool feeling to know that
you brought that joy to some-
one’s life and maybe made
their day in some sort of way,’
A.Weaver said.

LEGACY

As for the legacy of what
the boys team was able to ac-
complish, Hockey hopes that
this title inspires younger gen-
erations that are next up to try
their hardest to achieve the
same thing.

“I hope that us winning
maybe brings some more
kids to the program that want

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Girls head coach Anthony Macaluso during the Class B2
championship game.

to play, that maybe wouldn’t
otherwise. You know, just be-
ing able to see what we did,’
Hockey said. “And the girls
winning, too, I mean next
year, they're going to be just
as good, if not better. So, I
think that'll help. We haven't
really been seen as basketball
school for a while, but I hope
that we are looked upon as
one now, and more and more
kids come outand play.’

Coach Battaglia is very ex-
cited for the nextgroup ofboys
that will take over the team
after this group graduates,
with some of the big names
to watch out for in the future
including Jameson Zitz, Max
Kolmetz and Brady McClurg.

“It's a new team. We show
up from day one. We work
hard, we play together, we
compete at the highest lev-
el, and then we take what we
can get, and that's what I really
want for the whole program. If
you get that up and down your
program, and that’s some-
thing we've tried to institute
into our culture here, that’s
a big thing to me, and I think
if you do that, you're going to
have more success,” Battaglia
said.

For the girls, now that they
have won this title so young,
they feel like a dynasty is very
much in their future if they
continue to work hard forit.

“It’s really exciting to know
we have two more years ahead
of us to get better. And I think
all of us, we want to go farther,”
C. Weaver said. “I mean, we
winsectionals, butthenit'snot
done. So, I think next year, 'm
hoping that we go farther than
that. I mean, we got to keep
working, push ourselves. Ob-
viously, that Waterloo game
(in the Class B crossover) was
a tough loss for us. But we've
been talking. There’s no rea-
son thatwe can’tbe as good as
they are next year with a little
bit of work. So, we just got to
keep working hard, and you
never know how far we'llget



