
By SOL HAUSER 
and SAMUEL ZERILLO
news@batavianews.com

Village property tax rates 
are set to rise 10 percent this 
year in Le Roy, as the village 
retreats from last year’s tax 
rate cut.

Under the village’s $4.69 
million tentative budget, 
the property tax rate will 
rise from $7.99 per $1,000 in 
assessed value to $8.79 per 
$1,000.

Last year’s rate repre-
sented a decline from the 
previous rate of $10.70 per 
$1,000 — which the vil-
lage had maintained since 
2018 — to compensate for a 
roughly 39.49% increase in 
total assessments. � is year, 
though, total assessments 
decreased slightly, while 
the village’s non-tax reve-
nues declined $320,902, or 
15.93%, from last year.

The steepest declines 
come from the end of 
$200,000 in one-time road 
repair grants from the state 
Department of Transpor-
tation, and a $70,342 de-
crease in annual state road 
improvement funding, after 
the village used more than 
anticipated last year. � e vil-
lage also expects to receive 
$62,000 less than last year 
in sales tax distributions 
from Genesee County, and 
$20,000 less in cable tele-
vision franchise payments 
from Spectrum.

Spending is  down 
$16,792, or 0.36%, from last 
year. Among the largest an-
ticipated savings are in re-
duced payments for Work-
ers’ Compensation, health 
insurance and Medicare, 
with the village expecting 
to reduce those costs by a 
combined $48,973. Addi-
tional savings are expect-
ed from $20,000 in cuts to 
street cleaning, and $8,596 
in anticipated reductions 
to wages for refuse collec-
tion. � ose reductions o� -
set increases that include 
a $76,795 increase in the 
police budget and a $27,000 
increase in the parks equip-
ment line for pickleball 
courts.

� e budget initially listed 
a $25,050 increase in the cost 
of uniforms, from $2,500 to 
$27,550, however this fig-
ure was corrected to be the 
amount of $3,037.

� e village is also spend-
ing $706,160 from its re-
serves to avoid further in-
creasing property taxes.

In a column published in 
the Le Roy Weekend Gazette 

on April 4, Rogers said the 
village has “scrutinized our 
spending on everything; in-
surance, internet provider, 
phone lines, and personnel,” 
and noted the village’s plan 
to replace three departing 
full-time police o�  cers with 
part-time coverage.

But he said longer-term 
increases in almost all costs, 
particularly health insur-
ance, combined with the 
board being “too aggressive” 
in cutting the tax rate last 
year, mean that this year’s 
increase is necessary for the 
village’s � scal health.

“� ese moves at this time 
are being done to help fu-
ture boards and put them in 
a position to grow Le Roy,” 
he wrote in the column. 
“We also continuously com-
pare ourselves against other 
communities to see how we 
stack up.”

During a public hearing 
about the proposed budget 
on April 15 at the Village 
Hall, multiple residents 
spoke on issues important to 
them throughout the hear-
ing, including observations 
about the growth rate of Le 
Roy, or lack thereof, brought 
forth by Patrick Kennedy.

“I understand good � nan-
cial situation. But some of 
the comments about Le Roy 
growing. Le Roy is not grow-
ing. Le Roy’s actually kind 
of been stagnant for years,” 
Kennedy said. “We’re paying 
Pen� eld level school taxes. I 
mean this, you look at Pen-
field’s tax level for school, 
that’s the same as Le Roy’s. 
We’re not getting Penfield 
level school.

“You’re going to do what 
you’re going to do, and I’m 
going to pay my taxes. But 
somehow, something’s got 
to change. I’d love to see Le 
Roy grow and � ourish, and 
I’d love to see more business 
in town. Obviously if it was 
growing, the tax base would 
grow with that, and maybe, 
people living here wouldn’t 
have to bear so much bur-
den with that.”

Mayor Greg Rodgers re-
sponded to the concerns 
about growth rates and tax 
increases by bringing up the 
tax burden and rising in� a-
tion, and the ever-increasing 
costs of maintaining a vil-
lage police force.

“From this standpoint, we 
try to control the controlla-
bles here. Part of this budget 
re� ects where, I mean police 
officers, they’re expensive 
now. They’re expensive to 
have a police force,” Rodgers 
said.

Some cost saving mea-
sures Rodgers mentioned 
the board is looking into will 
include replacing full-time 
police o�  cer vacancies with 
part-timers. Rodgers esti-
mated at the hearing that 
this move will save some-
where around $120,000.

However, even with these 
cuts to the police staffing 
and hours, there is still the 
previously mentioned allo-
cation of a $76,795 increase 
to the overall police budget.

� e village’s current con-
tract with the police depart-
ment is set to expire on May 
31, the same day that the 
current village budget is set 
to expire. According to Rog-
ers, the proposed increase in 
police budget is a re� ection 
of ongoing negotiations be-
tween the village board, the 
police department, and the 
police o�  cers’ union.

“We are currently in nego-
tiations,” Rogers said. “� ese 
are things we think we need 
to do, and from a budgetary 
standpoint that all could, 
who knows what happens 
when we get in negotia-
tions.”

Le Roy Police Chief Greg 
Kellogg explained the rea-
son for the proposed in-
crease in the police budget, 
discussing that the union 
representing the officers, 
Council 82 NYS Law En-
forcement O�  cers Union, is 
asking for part-time employ-
ee’s hourly rates to increase 
from around $26 to the full-
time rate, which is over the 
$30 range, as well as over-
time increases.

“Overtime is anticipated 
to be a little bit higher. Obvi-
ously, the rate’s going to be 
higher, potentially salaries. 
So really, it could be much 
lower than that. But we 
didn’t want to be in a place 
where we under budgeted 
and we’re over,” Kellogg said.

As for the concerns about 
the overall growth rate of the 
village, Rodgers expressed 
that the board is working to 
bring more development to 
the area, though not con� -
dent in it being fully realized.

“We are trying to bring in 
residential development. 
There’s some hope on the 
horizon, maybe out on West 
Main Street, but can’t really 
hang my hat on that,” Rogers 
said.

Another local resident 
brought up the proposed 
property tax increase, going 
into problems her and her 
son have been having re-
garding local construction 
that has been wreaking hav-

oc on her home.
“The village is declining 

and shows lack of leadership 
and accountability. Le Roy is 
starting to feel dead and un-
inviting. I would love to love 
Le Roy again. What is being 
done about this property? 
Who’s enforcing it? Why is 
it taking so long to come to a 
resolution,” she said.

Rodgers pointed down 
the road at the Le Roy Town 
Hall.

“I’m not passing the buck 
here, but this board is sort of 
in the same circumstances 
you are, okay. � e town gov-
ernment runs code enforce-
ment,” Rogers said. “I’m just 
as hand tied as you. But I go 
down, I go down to the town 
supervisor, I talk to him, I 
talk to code enforcements. 

And you see how much I’m 
getting out of it.”

Trustee Jim Bonacquisti 
promised that future discus-
sions with the town board 
about code enforcement 
would be much more ag-
gressive.

“Next month we are plan-
ning on having a meeting 
with the town and we are 
going to address code en-
forcement. We are going to 
do whatever we can do be-
tween that board, our board 
and our attorneys, because 
we’re going to get a lot more 
aggressive because, like you, 
I’m tired of looking at it,” Bo-
nacquisti said.

Despite the ongoing code 
enforcement problems be-
tween the town and the 
village, Rodgers wanted to 

emphasize that he values 
the relationship between the 
two governing bodies.

“We get along exception-
ally well. Just like brothers 
who fight every once in a 
while. But I mean the work 
we get done together is very 
good and there’s a great 
working relationship. I think 
the world of their board. I’m 
sure they have the same re-
spect for my board. On occa-
sion certain things come in. 
But our departments work 
together very well,” Rogers 
said.

Along with budget con-
cerns, the two recently elect-
ed village trustees, Daniel 
Vanderhoof and incumbent 
William Kettle, were sworn 
into o�  ce during this village 
meeting.
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SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Local resident Patrick Kennedy expresses concern during the public hearing for the 
proposed Le Roy village budget.
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Mayor Greg Rodgers engages in discussion with concerned residents regarding the proposed budget.
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Newly elected village trustee Daniel Vanderhoof takes the oath of o�  ce.

Le Roy Village Tax Rate Set to Rise 10 Percent
Public hearing gave residents opportunity to express concern
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Looking
Back

with Lynne

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

Dr. Stephen Almy was 
one of the early physicians 
in Le Roy. As a young man 
he had taught school in the 
winter and cut timber in the 
summers. He received his 
physician’s license from the 
Genesee County Board of 
Censors in 1819 and bought 
a small drug store and went 
into business with Dr. Fitch. 
Twice he walked to Albany 
to purchase drugs to sell in 
his store. In 1821 he attend-
ed medical lectures at Yale 
and received a diploma. In 
1823, he was living in a small 
house on Wolcott Street in 
Le Roy and he practiced 
medicine for fifteen years. 
For some reason he moved 
to Olean and went into the 
lumber business for Her-
man Le Roy. He remained 
in Olean until 1841 and 
then moved to Cincinnati 
where he continued in the 
lumber business, however 
his reputation as a doctor 
encouraged him to return 
to the medical profession 
for 8 years. He then formed 
a partnership with Dr. Alfred 
Wilcox, a former medical as-
sociate in Le Roy. The men 
went into the banking busi-
ness. The financial crash of 
1854 nearly ruined him, but 
once again he returned to 
the medical profession and 
in 1855 and 1856, he was liv-
ing in Buffalo. Returning to 
Cincinnati, he continued in 
the medical profession until 
1866. After the death of his 
wife and daughter, he re-
turned to Le Roy and died in 
1877. It was said of Dr. Almy, 
“He was everyman’s friend 
and every man’s helper. He 
had a word of good council 
and cheer for all and smiles 

of approval for all who need-
ed them.”

One of the young men 
who Dr. Almy tutored in the 
field of medicine was Edwin 
Munn. Munn was born in 
Munson, Massachusetts in 
1802. His family, including a 
brother John and two sisters, 
Emily and Fanny moved to 
Le Roy where they grew up 
and went to school. Edwin 
was interested in becom-
ing a physician and studied 
with Dr. Stephen Almy. The 
story is told that Dr. Almy 
was often frustrated be-
cause he could not help his 
patients with eye disease. 
He would turn to his young 
student, Edwin Munn and 
plead, “Ed, for God’s sake, 
try and help us.” Munn went 
on to attend the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in 
Fairfield, New York, in Her-
kimer County. It was the first 
medical school chartered 
west of the Hudson River. 
Dr. Munn set up practice 
in Scottsville in 1828 where 
he treated patients through 
1837. During this time he 
studied at the University of 
Pennsylvania from 1833 to 
1834. One of his patients in 
Scottsville was Hattie Abell, 
who had been born blind 
because of cataracts. Her 
parents had taken her to Dr. 
Munn because of his reputa-
tion with eye disease. Hattie 
later wrote about her experi-
ences: “My mother asked if 
he could make me see again. 
And he said, ‘Yes. I’m going 
to see like a rat!’ This braced 
me up a great deal.” Hattie’s 
father wrote that the New 
York City doctors “did not 
know enough to come in 
when it rained.” The opera-
tion on Hattie Abell was doc-
umented in an unpublished 

manuscript that was listed in 
a book by Irene Beale, pub-
lished in 1983 – “Genesee 
Valley People, 1743-1962.” 
Since the operation was per-
formed without anesthetic, 
Hattie’s mother urged Dr. 
Munn to tie Hattie’s hands 
and feet for fear she might 
push him away. To this he 
replied, “No, I wouldn’t 
confine her, even if I were to 
take her head off.” Telling the 
family that Hattie’s cataracts 
would never recur, he began 
removing them, while she 
sat opposite him with both 
hands clenched around his 
knee. She recalled that he 
had an instrument which 
held the eyelid open and 
worked with one that was 
like a crochet needle. “He 
put something close around 
my eyes that was black as 
ink. It was to draw the pupils 
out so he could see better.” 
As for her mother’s fears, 
that Hattie might move, Hat-
tie said “I did not — — I was 
so anxious to see. I do not 
think I would have moved if 
he had taken my head off.” 
During the next year, Dr. 
Munn continued to perform 
eye surgery performing nine 
operations on one

eye and three on the oth-
er. Hattie wrote: ”I had just 
as much courage than as I 
did the first time and then 
I could see a little.” She was 
under Dr. Munn’s care for 
two years. He had a large 
house in Scottsville, and 
that house was filled with 
patients all the time. “He al-
ways had something pleas-
ant to say and told stories to 
cheer a person up.” In 1837, 
Dr. Munn moved his office to 
the Smith Arcade in Roches-
ter and patients came from 
as far away as New York 
City and many midwestern 
states to be treated. Dr. Ed-
ward Mott Moore, who later 
would serve as Surgeon-in-
Chief of St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Rochester considered 
Munn a brilliant surgeon. 
Dr. Edwin Munn died in 
Rochester in 1847 and was 
buried in Mt. Hope Ceme-
tery. The family continued 
to live on the Munn farm, 
known as Paradise Hill in 

Gates. Located at 282 Pixley 
Road. Dr. Munn’s wife was 
Aristine Pixley. In 1912, after 
the University of Rochester 
decided to admit women, 
Aristine donated the land 
for the women’s campus on 
University Avenue in Roch-
ester. She died in 1918 at 
the age of 101. Their son Dr. 
John Munn was chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of the 
University of Rochester. His 
son, James Buell Munn was 
Dean of New York Univer-

sity and head of the English 
Department of Harvard. The 
Munn-Pixley farm, known 
as Paradise Hill, was sold 
in the 1930s, and passed 
through several hands. One 
owner, Simon West, built 
large horse stables and a 
racetrack. In 1970, members 
of the Gates Northampton 
Historical Society were un-
successful in their attempt 
to purchase the historic 
farm for conversion into a 
museum of local history. 
The buildings were razed, 

and the property is now the 
site of Westmar Plaza. In 
1978, Dr. John Munn Reicht 
donated Dr. Edwin Munn’s 
papers and records to the 
University of Rochester. A 
newspaper account of Dr. 
Munn, described him as 
“humane, social, and more 
anxious to relieve the miser-
able than to amass wealth.” 
At a time when ophthalmol-
ogy was virtually unknown, 
Dr. Edwin Munn was a true 
pioneer.

Pioneer Physicians – Dr. Edwin 
Munn and Dr. Stephen Almy
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Both Jacob Le Roy and his father required glasses. In this photo, it appears that he 
also has a pair of glasses hanging from a cord around his neck, perhaps for reading. 
The portrait of his father, Herman Le Roy which hangs in Le Roy House, shows him 
wearing a pair of glasses perched upon his head.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The next generation of 
photographers are shining 
bright in the Le Roy com-
munity.

Le Roy CSD participat-
ed in Through the Student 
Lens this past week in 
Rochester, hosted by Image 
City Photography Gallery, 
and walked away with the 
“Best in Show” award for 
the second straight year.

Led by teacher Karen 
Castro, she had a total of 
ten students submit their 
works for the event in 2026.

This  included Car-
win Geiger’s “Blackwater 
Bloom” and “The Flux of 
the Liminal,” Logan Kins-
ley’s “Bleed Through” and 
“Version 2.0,” Alayna Kep-
ple’s “Draft Saved as Fi-
nal” and “Untitled (Blue 

Binding),” Natalie Royse’s 
“Coach,” Alyssa Diamond’s 
“Glitch,” Aaron Bauter’s 
“Channel Separation,” and 
Alexa Englerth’s “Requim.”

In all, the event featured 
24 participating schools 
from around the Rochester 
area, over 200 student pho-
tographers and nearly 240 
total images on display.

According to a press re-
lease from the event orga-
nizers, Through the Stu-
dent Lens serves to “reveal 
fresh perspectives, bold 
imagination, and the re-
markable artistic voices 
emerging from our local 
classrooms.”

After more than a week 
of showcasing the submit-
ted photography, it was 
announced on April 12 
that Le Roy was selected as 
the winner of the “Best in 
Show” award.

“The Best in Show 
School Award recognizes 
not just individual excel-
lence, but the strength of a 
collective vision—and Le 
Roy High School’s collec-

tion is an example of what 
happens when creativity, 
experimentation and tech-
nical skill come together 
across an entire program,” 
Image City wrote about Le 
Roy winning this presti-
gious honor.

“This striking collection 
draws the viewer in with 
its bold use of color, inven-
tive lighting and concep-
tual depth. From layered 
portraiture and expressive 
double exposures to dra-
matic still lifes and studies, 
each image stands con-
fidently on its own while 
contributing to a cohesive 
and dynamic body of work. 
What is especially notable 
is the range of exploration. 
Students push beyond tra-
ditional approaches, em-
bracing risk and originali-
ty—whether through vivid 
color overlays or emotion-
ally charged portraiture. 
At the same time, there is 
clear attention to craftman-
ship: strong composition, 
controlled lighting and a 
confident understanding 

of visual storytelling. To-
gether these images reflect 
a program that encourag-
es both artistic voice and 
technical growth. The re-
sult is a collection that feels 
fresh. contemporary and 
engaged with the creative 
process.”

Castro was very appre-

ciative of her student’s 
work being selected for this 
award by Image City.

“It is a huge honor to be 
chosen by the partners for 
this award, it really val-
idates our photography 
program at Le Roy,” Castro 
said.

LeRoyans Shine at Local
Youth Photography Event

Le Roy CSD students win second straight
‘Best of the Show’ award at Through the Student Lens
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The “Best of the Show” award that was presented to 
Karen Castro and the participating students from Le 
Roy CSD during this year’s Through the Student Lens 
event.
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PRESS RELEASE
The application period 

for the Town and Coun-
try Garden Club of Le Roy 
annual $500 scholarship 
closes on May 1. Any grad-
uating senior who is a res-
ident of the LeRoy School 
District, including home-
schooled students, and 
plans to attend a 2 or 4-year 
accredited college, may ap-
ply.

The application form 
with instructions is avail-
able from your school’s 
counseling office and is 
posted on the school web-

site. The form is also avail-
able at https://bit.ly/gar-
denclubscholarship and 
from the Club’s Facebook 
page.

The Town and Country 
Garden Club of Le Roy is a 
community service orga-
nization founded in 1954. 
The club offers free pro-
grams on garden-related 
topics and its volunteer 
members plant and main-
tain several projects in the 

Village of LeRoy. For more 
information about the 
Club, visit https://linktr.

ee/leroynygardenclub and 
our Facebook page @Gar-
denClubLeRoyNY.

How to reach us
438 E. Main St., Batavia, NY 14020

PHONE:
585-250-0555

E-MAIL:
gazette@batavianews.com

ADVERTISING: 
sales@batavianews.com

©COPYRIGHT 2026  SMG-BATAVIA, LLC

Your hometown guide to news, 
events, local businesses, and more!

Group Publisher
HEATHER A. ZERILLO

hzerillo@batavianews.com

Regional Managing Editor
BEN BEAGLE

bbeagle@livingstonnews.com

Associate Editor
SAMUEL ZERILLO

szerillo@batavianews.com

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend reg-
ularly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist 
Church a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am 
and our Sunday worship service typically includes sing-

ing a mix of both traditional and contemporary songs 
and hymns, a children’s message, and a sermon from the 

Word of God. 
  

First Baptist Church of Le Roy
5 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am. 

  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
We welcome all to join us for Sunday service 

every week at 10:00am.
The Thrift Shop is now closed for the season.  We thank 

our community for your support this year, and look 
forward to seeing you when we re-open in the spring! 

Until then, we’ll be accepting donations at the church on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9:00am ‘til 

noon.
 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy • (585) 768-8980

office@Le Royumcny.org • www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 
Living Waters Church

30 Main St., Le Roy  • (585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy • (585) 768-6543
ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org

Mass Times @ OLM:
Saturday Vigil 4:30pm

Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm
Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.

Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm

Weekday: 7:30am Thursday
Mass times may change in the near future.

YouTube Livestream:
youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams

 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

1 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

PRESS RELEASE
The Le Roy unit of the 

American Legion is spon-
soring four Le Roy stu-
dents to attend Boys State. 
Michael Fortuna, Nathan 
Pangrazio, Liam Ortiz, and 
Jeremiah Sheehan will at-
tend.

American Legion Boys’ 
State is a week-long pro-
gram that immerses high 
school youth (currently 
completing their junior 
year) in citizenship and 
leadership training. They 
learn the practical aspects 
of government as it ex-
ists in New York State and 
come to recognize that the 
individual is integral to the 
character and success of 
government. They also par-

ticipate in physical fitness, 
teamwork, and other activ-
ities under the guidance of 
American Legion counsel-
ors and U.S. Marines.

Boys’ State takes place at 
SUNY Morrisville. In 2026, 
it runs from Saturday, June 
27 to Thursday, July 2. This 
year’s boys will all be rising 
seniors when they attend 
and interviewed to be cho-
sen for their spots. Fortu-
na participates in DECA 
and Mock Trial, Pangrazio 
is class president and an 
NHS officer, Ortiz is active 
in sports and in pursuit 
of multiple certifications 
from BOCES, and Sheehan 
is active in NHS, sports, 
and volunteer work.

Question of the Day

Previous question - “What is your current home screen wallpaper?”

Have an idea for the next question? Send your suggestions to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!
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Local Students Headed to American 
Legion New York Boys’ State, a Patriotism 

and Leadership Conference

PROVIDED PHOTO
Le Roy students Michael Fortuna, Nathan Pangrazio, 
Liam Ortiz, and Jeremiah Sheehan.

Le Roy Garden Club Scholarship Applications Due May 1

On April 18th LeRoy will 
be having a spring cleanup 
day, this is the idea of Dan-
ielle Borrelli and Michele 

Westfall Ownes.
ANYONE INTERESTED, 

please join other commu-
nity members for a litter 

pickup day to help clean up 
our beautiful Village. Ev-
eryone will meet at Trigon 
Park for check in beginning 
at 9:00am. Trash drop off 
ends at Noon (gloves and 
bags provided). When it’s 
finished, the Village DPW 
will take care of it from 
there. This is NOT a drop off 
for residents to bring their 
own Village garbage.

RESIDENTS: We will 
also have a designated 
area at the Village barns 
on North St. for computers 
and electronics that need 

to be properly disposed of. 
We strongly encourage all 
to take advantage of this 
and start our Spring season 
looking better than ever.

The Village board would 
like to thank Danielle and 
Michele for bringing the 
idea to life and hopefully 
making it a yearly event and 
keep it growing.

Editor’s Note: This is an 
updated version of the May-
ors Corner that ran in the 
Le Roy Weekend Gazette on 
April 11, as some informa-
tion has since changed. 

Check out our store
to see what obituary
keepsakes we sell!

NewsKeepsake.com/Pages/Batavia-News

THELCN.COM

SSCCAAN N MEMESCAN ME

Your trusted source for 
local news in print & 

online is now available for 
convenient home delivery!

K E E P  I T 

L O C A L

(585) 343-8000
 438 East Main Street, Batavia, NY 14020  •  M-F, 9am-5pm

6-months
$30*

1-year
$52*

*For All 
Village 

Residents

37 Myrtle St. - LeRoy, NY 14482
www.derrickmonumentcompany.com

(585) 768-8470

Large Display of Granite Memorials,
Cemetery Lettering and Much More

Derrick Monument Company Inc.
Celebrating 111 Years and 3 Generations
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Fri & Sat, April 17-18
12pm - 11:45pm
Pokes for Pets:

Flash Tattoo Fundraiser 
for Lollypop Farm

** THIS EVENT TAKES 
PLACE ACROSS DIFFER-

ENT TATTOO SHOPS 
ACROSS THE ROCHES-

TER AREA ON THESE 
TWO DATES **

The Lollypop Farm Profes-
sionals Present…

Pokes for Pets: Flash Tat-
too Fundraiser for Lolly-

pop Farm
Get ready for some awe-

some ink for a great cause! 
Talented tattoo artists 

are whipping up exclu-
sive flash sheets filled 

with unique designs—all 
available at a set price. 

The best part? A portion 
of sales from these tattoos 
goes straight to the pets at 

Lollypop Farm!
Participating tattoo artists: 

To be announced soon!
When: Friday 4/17/26 and 

Saturday 4/18/26 (will 
note each artist’s partici-

pation date).
Each artist will reveal their 

flash sheets, so you can 
pick the artist and design 
that speaks to you. Each 

artist will handle their own 
sign-ups to keep things 

smooth, but we will gather 
all their booking links 

and flash sheets in one 
place as we receive them 
(On our Facebook event 
page). That way, you can 

browse, find your perfect 
match, and get some fresh 

ink while supporting an 
amazing cause!

Flash sheets will be 
available on 4/8/2026 and 

sign-ups for each artist 
will begin on 4/10/26 at 

12:00 PM.
THANK YOU to these 

incredible artists for their 
participation.

Lollypop Farm
99 Victor Rd, Fairport NY

• 
Saturday, April 18

9am - 12pm
Let’s Clean Up Le Roy!
Join us for a community 
litter pickup event in the 

Village of Le Roy as part of 
the Great Global Clean-

up*. 
Check-in begins at 9am at 

Trigon Park
Trash drop-off ends at 

noon
Gloves and bags provided

Dress for the weather 
*Learn more about the 

Great Global Cleanup at 
www.earthday.org

Knights of Columbus
15 W. Main St., Le Roy
(Behind Save-a-Lot)

• 
Sunday, April 19

8:30 - 11:30am
Fundraiser Breakfast

You are cordially invited 
to a fundraiser break-

fast to benefit All Babies 
Cherished. Served buffet 
includes pancakes, eggs, 
sausage patties, breakfast 
potatoes, fruit, coffee, and 

juice! Suggested dona-
tions: Adults - $10.00

Children (6-12) - $6.00
Children under 6 eat free
Sponsored by Edward W. 

Powers Knights of Colum-
bus Council 2936

Contact us: 
leroykofc2936 
@gmail.com

Knights of Columbus
15 W. Main St., Le Roy
(Behind Save-a-Lot)

•
12pm

Bad Bunnies 
Drag Brunch

Hop into Easter with Di-
vasWho Entertainment for 
a brunch that’s equal parts 
glamorous, hilarious, and 
delightfully mischievous. 

Join us for Bad Bunnies 
Drag Brunch on Sunday, 

April 19 at Euphoria Bar & 
Lounge in Batavia for an 

afternoon of fabulous drag 
performances, great food, 

and festive Easter fun. 
Tickets are 20$

Euphoria Bar & Lounge
60 Main St., Batavia

• 
Thursday, April 23

6 - 7pm
Cardmaking with 

Mary Beth
Learn different tech-

niques, and use patterns, 
stamps, markers, and 

more to your own unique 
hand-crafted cards. Led by 
Mary Beth Prince. Adults, 

registration is required! 
Sign up here:  

https://woodwardme-

moriallibrary.libcal.com/
event/16560036

Woodward 
Memorial Library

7 Wolcott St., Le Roy
• 

Saturday, April 25
9:30am - 12:30pm

Paint & Petals
Spring is here, and it’s 
time to bloom.  Join us 
for our Made to Bloom 
Workshop...PAINT & 

PETALS, sponsored by the 
Hope Center of LeRoy, 
on Saturday, April 25th, 
from 9:30am-12:30pm.  
We welcome local artist 
Katherine Harrington to 
guide us through simple 
watercolor techniques as 

we create a beautiful floral 
painting of our own. We’ll 
slow down together, study 

the intricate details and 
patterns of flowers, and 

reflect on the simple beau-
ty and uniqueness found 
in every bloom.  Brunch 

will be served. Payment of 
$35 per person (including 
all supplies and goodies). 

To Register, Call (585) 
768-8184, or our website 
https://hopecenterofle-

roy.org/
Hope Center of Le Roy
7790 Byron-Holley Rd., 

Byron 
•

2pm
Our Space Book Club
Join us for our monthly 
Book Club gathering!

What we’re reading: The 
Enchanted April by Eliza-

beth Von Arnim
This month we’ll enjoy 

another fun group activity 
while diving into casual 

discussion about the 
current book. A suggested 
donation of $5 at the door 
will cover the cost of sup-

plies and a cup of coffee or 
Tracy’s Tea.

All are welcome, whether 
you finished the book or 

just want to hang out, relax 
and make new friends!

Our Space  
Yoga & Wellness

58 Main St., Le Roy 
• 

Wednesday, April 29

6pm
Adult Craft Night:  

Fairy Houses
Using upcycled bottles 

and jars, you will create a 
fairy house with clay. This 
adult craft will take place 
over two nights April 29 

and May 13. Please make 
sure you can attend both 
nights when you register. 
Adult Program, registra-

tion required.  
Sign up here:  

https://woodwardme-
moriallibrary.libcal.com/

event/16558539
Woodward 

Memorial Library
7 Wolcott St., Le Roy

• 
Sat-Sun, July 18-19
10am - 5pm both days
2026 Oatka Festival

Back again for year 36 and 
it’s going to be even better 

than ever!
Food, Music, Kids Activi-
ties, Vendors, Parade, and 

so much more!!! 
Free Entry for all

Knights of Columbus
15 W. Main St., Le Roy
(Behind Save-a-Lot)
_________________

ONGOING:
•

Mondays
10:30 - 11am

All Ages Storytimes
Join Miss Melissa or Miss 
Sara for stories and songs 

of a new theme each week, 
plus a mix of flannel board 

activities, instruments, 
and/or bubbles! Children 
1 - 5 years old, but siblings 
of all ages are welcome to 

join. Registration is appre-
ciated!*

*Registering for one 
will sign you up for the 

remainder of the session, 
Oct. 20 - Dec. 15. This gives 

us a general idea of how 
many people to expect 

from week to week.
Woodward 

Memorial Library
7 Wolcott St., Le Roy

•
6 - 10pm

Modern Monday
$10 entry (includes 1 

booster pack of current 
set)

Weekly event:
Sign-ups begin at 5:00 pm
Round 1 begins promptly 

at 6 pm
Players entering after 6 pm 
will receive a round 1 loss

Format: Modern Con-
structed. 3 rounds

Prizes: Go 3-0 and get $15 
in Store Credit!

Go 2-1 and get $5 in Store 
Credit!

Additional prizes will be 
awarded based upon 1st, 

2nd, 3rd place running 
leader board for this event 

and set. Final day will 
be last Monday prior to 

pre-release of the next set.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy
•

Tuesdays
6 - 8pm

Weekly Flesh & Blood 
Armory

We would love to offer the 
community FaB at our 

play space. We are open to 
hosting whatever people 
are interested in playing! 

Bring a friend or group on 
out and enjoy yourselves! 

Top 6 prizes.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy
•

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering

People are welcome to 
come (in pairs or groups) 

anytime during our 
business hours (1-7pm) 

and play free play. Sign up 
for the event through the 
WPN event link website. 

People are welcome to do 
this any day (Mon-Sun) 
between 1-7pm. D&D, 

Pokémon, YuGiOh, or any 
other family friendly game 
play also welcomed in our 

game room! 
Contact us via call or text if 

you have any questions
(585) 356-7579

Dio’s Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which country is 
also known to residents as Hellas?

2. U.S. STATES: Which state is the 
least populated?

3. ENTERTAINERS: Which show 
launched the career of comedian/actor 
Jim Carrey?

4. MOVIES: What museum is fea-
tured in the movie “Night at the Muse-
um”?

5. HISTORY: When was Earth Day 
first celebrated?

6. MUSIC: Which song begins with 
the lines, “Is this the real life? Is this 
just fantasy”?

7. TELEVISION: Who starred in the 
title role of the TV drama “Designated 
Survivor”?

8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What is the only sport that has been 
played on the moon?

9.  LITERATURE: What is the name 
of the language used in the novel 
“1984”?

10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
group of giraffes called?

Answers
1. Greece.
2. Wyoming.
3. “In Living Color.”
4. The American Museum of Natural 

History in New York City.
5. April 22, 1970.
6. “Bohemian Rhapsody” by Queen.
7. Kiefer Sutherland.
8. Golf.
9. Newspeak.
10. A tower.
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By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

What a journey it has been 
for this year’s Bu� alo Sabres.

A season that began 
with the team booed off 
the ice after being shut out 
on opening night, had not 
made the playo� s since the 
2010-11 season, and found 
itself dead last in the Eastern 
Conference in December, 
culminated in an unbeliev-
able turnaround on Monday 
night in Chicago.

� e Bu� alo Sabres are At-
lantic Divsion Champions.

Bu� alo defeated the Chi-
cago Blackhawks 5-1 to 
make that reality on Mon-
day. A Tampa Bay win in 
overtime helped seal the 
deal, giving the Sabres the 
tiebreaker over the trailing 
Lightning and Montreal Ca-
nadiens.

� e Sabres’ last division 
title came in the 2009-10 
season when they won the 
now-defunct five-team 
Northeast Division.

“It means a lot (to be) 
division champions from 
where we came from in De-
cember,” Sabres head coach 
Lindy Ru�  said. “I’m going 
to enjoy this hat for one day, 
and I’m going to work on the 
next hat.”

All of the team’s big guns 
showed up to � nish things 
off, with Tage Thompson 
scoring two goals and goals 
from Alex Tuch, Josh Norris 
and Ryan McLeod. Rasmus 
Dahlin tallied a two-point 
night with a pair of assists 
and Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen 
stopped 15 of 16 shots, al-
lowing just a shorthanded 
tally in the � rst period.

There is still plenty to 
clean up for Bu� alo, includ-
ing a powerplay that came 
up empty again on Monday 
going 0-for-2, but for now 
there is only victory after 
clinching the division with 
still one game to play.

“I’m excited, but I can 
only imagine what our city, 
what our fans (feel),” Ruff 
said. “It’s been a long time 
coming; it’s been too long. 
We talked a lot about being 
a playoff team; we didn’t 
talk as much about winning 
a division or winning our 
conference. But to be Atlan-

tic Division Champions and 
now we get to start at home, 
it’s great for our guys, great 
for our team, great for our 
fans, and awesome for the 
city.”

� e turnaround to reach 
this point has been stagger-
ing, with Bu� alo ripping o�  
a 39-9-4 record since Dec. 9. 
Before that, the Sabres had 
an 11-14-4 record, sinking 
to last place in the Eastern 
Conference, in what seemed 
poised to be another disap-
pointing season.

For Ruff, it was deeply 
personally satisfying, given 
that he has spent 17 of his 25 
years as a head coach in Buf-
falo, along with 10 of his 13 
years as a player.

“It’s extremely satisfy-
ing,” he said. “� is last four 
months has been so much 
fun coaching this group. You 
hope you get the team in the 
right place and become con-
sistent, but these guys have 
exceeded my expectations.”

Buffalo’s first-round op-
ponent will be either the 
Boston Bruins or Ottawa 
Senators, depending on who 
� nishes as the top wild card 
in the Eastern Conference. 
Boston currently holds the 
spot with 98 points, and Ot-
tawa has 97 points each with 
one game left in the regular 
season.

� e Sabres also have one 
game left with little meaning 
to the standings, on Wednes-
day, when they host the Dal-
las Stars for fan appreciation 
night. � e game should turn 
into a celebration of a season 
that seemed destined for 

more heartbreak and disap-
pointment, and is now end-
ing with at least one banner.

RIVALS SPORTS INSIDER

Worst to First
Thompson scores twice, Sabres down Chicago to win � rst division title since 2010

CHARLES LECLAIRE/
USA TODAY SPORTS

Rasmus Dahlin and Tage 
Thompson were at the 
center of Bu� alo snap-
ping its record-breaking 
playo�  drought this 
season and winning the 
division on Monday.

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

LE ROY 4, CALEDONIA-MUMFORD 1
Le Roy (1-0): Jack Currin def. Austin Chenaille 7-6 (3), 6-2 � rst singles; Matthew Hockey def. Nolan Comstock 6-1, 6-0 second singles; Dominick Miller def. Matthew Doll 6-1, 7-6 (4) third 

singles; Dylan Loftus and Andrew Coniglio def. Aaron Munnings and Laura Reynolds 6-1, 6-3 � rst doubles
Cal-Mum (1-1): Sean McNear and Wes McNear def. Cora Weaver and Evan MacAllister 6-2, 6-1 second doubles

Le Roy Tennis Takes Down Rival Cal-Mum
PHOTO CREDIT: TIFFANY KOTA PHOTO CREDIT: TIFFANY KOTA

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE RIVALS SPORTS INSIDER!

111 Cedar St., Batavia NY
(585) 343-4899

cedarstreetonline.com

“We promise a lot... and give you more.”

Coaches – We Want Your Game Recaps!
Had a big win? Standout performance? Milestone moment?

Send your game recaps, stats, and
photos directly to our Sports Department at

SZerillo@BataviaNews.com for publication consideration.

Be sure to include:
•Final score  •Complete player stats
•Highlights of the game •Your name and contact information

Help us highlight your athletes and celebrate local sports in our community!
Email: SZerillo@BataviaNews.com

7359 Court Rd., Pavilion • 585.339.8743  •  Shari012003@gmail.com

CRAFTIQUE
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By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

After 38 years, 199 dual 
meet wins, coaching three 
wrestlers to the state tourna-
ment, and claiming a team 
sectional title in 2026, leg-
endary Caledonia-Mumford 
boys wrestling coach Paul 
‘Chip’ Day has decided to 
head into retirement.

Day was a wrestler himself 
at Cal-Mum, graduating in 
1975. After his son decided 
they wanted to try wrestling, 
he got his start in coaching 
at the youth level, eventually 
working his way up to varsity.

“They had asked me if I 
would help out, and I said I 
would be more than happy 
to. So, I started out coaching 
youth wrestling, and then I 
moved from youth wrestling 
into coaching modi� ed wres-
tling, and then from modi� ed 
and came in and I started to 
help out the varsity in the JV 
level with John Wilbur, who 
was the head coach then, and 
Tim Harrington, who was the 
assistant JV coach,” Day said.

Day took over the program 
in 2006 after John stepped 
down, and from day one, he 
put in the work to help build 
up the program after starting 
with just a few kids on the 
team.

“I also coached youth 
football and started coach-
ing modi� ed football, and to 
kind of build up my numbers, 
what I would do is take every-
body who played modified 
football for me and sign them 
up for modi� ed wrestling. So 
that kind of helped build the 
program from there,” Day 
said.

Despite being small in 
numbers at � rst, Day’s wres-
tlers saw much success in 
those early years, highlighted 
by Nate Schiedle going to the 
state tournament in back-to-
back seasons and winning 
in his weight class during 
his senior year. Getting to 
coach Schiedle was one of 
the biggest highlights of Day’s 
coaching career.

“The top thing for me 
would be when we went to 
states and Nate Schiedle won 

the states here in Rochester. 
� at was the year that they 
bought states to Rochester. 
That was really good,” Day 
said.

It can be hard to convince 
kids to choose to do wres-
tling over other winter sports 
such as basketball, however 
through Day’s work building 
the youth program, and put-
ting in time to convince oth-
ers to try it out, the tide really 
began to turn during and af-
ter the 2015 season.

“Before wrestling practice 
would start, before the sea-
son would start, I would send 
out letters to all the kids in the 
grades asking them to come 
on out, give it a try,” Day said. 
“If you don’t like it, quit, but 
don’t say you don’t want to do 
it. Give it a try � rst. And I � nd 
that I would say probably 85% 
of the kids that I get to come 
out and try it end up staying 
with the program. And, I’ve 
had kids have come in as ju-
niors and seniors and then 
tell me, ‘I wish I would have 
done this sooner.’”

The coach-athlete rela-

tionship is very important for 
Day, and is another aspect 
he attributes to being able to 
grow the program the way he 
has. He made sure to priori-
tize not just athletics, but aca-
demics for his athletes.

“When I grew up, if I was 
not on the honor roll when 
I was in school, I was not al-
lowed to participate. � at was 
my dad’s rule. So, I worked a 
lot with the kids to try to get 
their grades up,” Day said.

As the program continued 
to grow, Day saw the num-
ber of players continue to 
gradually rise, and he got the 
opportunity to coach a sec-
ond wrestler to a state tour-
nament appearance, Isaac 
Crane.

Coming into the 2025-26 
season after so many years 
of success with the team, Day 
discussed that the circum-
stances were � nally right for 
him to choose retirement.

“I’ve been waffling back 
and forth for a few years 
on deciding when I need-
ed to stop coaching. Now I 
love coaching, but trying to 

demonstrate to the kids and 
things, I mean, my body just 
doesn’t allow me to do that 
anymore. So my goal was I 
needed to make sure that I 
could leave the program in 
good hands,” Day said. “Half-
way through the season, my 
wife and I discussed it again. 
I told her, I think this is the 
time (to retire) because I have 
who I want to be the head 
coach, and who I want to be 
my assistant coach in place. 
So, in my eyes, I thought I had 
everything in place for those 
guys to take over.”

The Cal-Mum team had 
high hopes after coming just 
short of a team Section V title 
last year, however, after he 
told his wrestlers about his 
plans to retire about halfway 
through the season, Day said 
he saw the team lock in like 
never before.

“I posted out there that 
I was going to retire. And I 
think there is when every-
body really locked in with 
what they needed to do to 
accomplish our goals,” Day 
said.

There was some tough 
competition in the LCAA 
this year, with groups such as 
Letchworth and Dansville/
Wayland-Cohocton always 
posing a threat. Despite this, 
Day would end up coaching 
Cal-Mum to its � rst team sec-
tional title since he took over 
as coach, ending his time 
with the Raiders at the top of 
the mountain.

“We end up winning sec-
tions by, I think it was 81 and a 
half points. So, they really got 
locked in. And there, we had 
14 guys end up going to the 
state quali� ers from section-
als. � ey just really locked in 
and gave everything that they 
had as far as how hard they 
wrestled on the mat and how 
competitive that they wanted 
to be. It was just phenomenal 
to watch how hard that they 
were working in practice and 
then to translate that over 
into the matches,” Day said.

Along with getting his � rst 
team title as head coach, Day 
was able to see another one 
of his players, Jackson Peet, 
head to the state tournament 

this year as well. � is was tru-
ly the icing on the cake for his 
� nal season with Cal-Mum, 
as he has coached Peet since 
youth wresting.

“It was very, very grat-
ifying. And the reason for 
me is that Jackson has been 
through surgeries and 
missed an entire season. And 
to see it, the hard work that he 
put in to get there,” Day said. 
“� e opportunity for me to go 
back down the states, it’s such 
an enjoyable experience to go 
down there and just to see the 
number of wrestlers that are 
there and the atmosphere. 
And for Jackson to be able 
to experience that in his last 
year. Jackson is one of those 
kids that I coached from, like, 
� rst, second grade on, all the 
way up through to where he 
graduated. It was just a great 
experience for me to go back 
down and witness that.”

With the winter sports sea-
son over, Day plans to hand 
the team over to Chad Kessler 
and Patrick Purtell, con� dent 
that they will continue his 
work to grow the program at 
Cal-Mum. Day won’t be fully 
gone, as he plans to help out 
in a volunteer coaching role, 
and as a bus driver to help 
bring the kids to away games.

Day finds it both ironic 
and special that he will end 
o�  with 199 coaching wins, 
as Nate Scheidle finished 
his playing time at Cal-Mum 
with 199 wins as well.

But now that his time as 
head coach has come to a 
close, Day hopes his legacy at 
Cal-Mum is one that contin-
ues to inspire kids to try the 
sport of wrestling.

“I just want to leave the 
ideal that wrestling is such 
a great sport, and it doesn’t 
matter how athletic you are, 
it doesn’t matter how big 
you are, doesn’t matter how 
small you are, doesn’t matter 
what gender you are, you can 
wrestle,” Day said. “When I 
� rst started, we had a wres-
tling program with a ques-
tion mark, but now we have 
a wrestling program with ex-
clamation mark. It’s been just 
a great journey.”
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Goes Out on Top in Final Season at the Helm
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“We promise a lot... and give you more.”

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

Caledonia-Mumford and 
Keshequa hit the course 
on Tuesday night for both 
teams’ � rst match of the new 
golf season, with the Raiders 
walking away victorious af-
ter putting up a � nal score of 
169-240.

Trent Kessler led the way 
for Cal-Mum, finishing as 
the medalist after he shot a 
40 during the match.

David Preston was not far 
behind after shooting a 41, 
with Liam McArdle carding a 
42 and Carter Hallett carding 
a 46 to round out the top per-

formances for the Raiders.
“I’m super proud of how 

the guys played tonight. � e 
conditions were tough, as 
the wind was swirling all 
night, and we still had all six 
of our players 48 or under. All 
their hard work is paying o� , 
and it is fun to watch,” Cal-
Mum head coach Steve Ga� -
ney said.

Cal-Mum is now 1-0 and 
moved on to face Mount 
Morris at home on Wednes-
day. Keshequa drops to 0-1 
and is set to next take on both 
Mount Morris and Warsaw at 
home in a tri-match, starting 
at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
April 22.

Cal-Mum golf 
takes down 

Keshequa in � rst 
match of season

PHOTO PROVIDED: STEVE GAFFNEY
Cal-Mum golf opened the new season 1-0 against Keshequa.


