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By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

What started as a routine 
day for village EMS and po-
lice quickly became a rare 
and heartwarming experi-
ence for the paramedics and 
o�  cers involved.

The Le Roy Ambulance 
Service was dispatched Jan. 
18 for a pregnant woman in 
labor — and the call escalat-
ed almost immediately, with 
EMT Rachel Hill and Para-
medic Christopher Scopano 
preparing to deliver the baby 
themselves.

They went into the call 
knowing it was going to be 
di� erent.

“I think Chris looked at me 
at one point, and he’s like, 
‘Well, let’s go deliver a baby,’” 
Hill said. “And we didn’t ex-
pect it, but we almost knew it 
going into it that that’s kind 
of what it was going to turn 
into.”

Officer Selah Martek of 
the Le Roy Police Depart-
ment also responded to the 
scene — police commonly 
respond to EMS calls, she 
also sensed this call was dif-
ferent.

“We respond to most EMS 
calls, but this one, I heard it 
come out as 30, weak female 
bleeding,” Martek said. “And 
I was like, ‘oh, this might be 
the one.’”

Martek arrived on scene 
just before Le Roy EMS ar-
rived, and they quickly got 
to work to deliver the baby at 

home.
They quickly tasked the 

baby’s father with gathering 
all the towels in the house.

“I told Dad, I said, ‘go get 
all the towels and put them 
in the dryer,’” Scopano said. 
“One, to distract them for 
a minute, and then two so 
we had something warm 
to wrap the baby in. � at’s 
like one of the most import-
ant things, is keep the baby 
warm. Hospitals get really 
mad if they come in cold.” 

But there was nearly no 
time to prepare, as the infant 
was already crowning as the 
they got set up. Everything 
unfolded very quickly from 
that point for everybody in-
volved.

“It was just kind of work 
with what you got,” Martek 
said. “I’m kicking stu�  out of 
the way because it’s a small 
bathroom ... It was a small, 
con� ned space.

“You could see the head 
(of the baby) basically,” she 
said. “So, within a matter of 
two minutes and a couple 
pushes, it was out.” 

“Everything went really 
fast,” Scopano added. “You 
know, it’s more of just, there 
was no reaction. Like, we 
grabbed the supplies we 
needed from our ambulance 
because we � gured we’d be 
delivering based on the dis-
patch information.

“So, I mean, we really 
didn’t have time to prepare,” 
he continued. “I guess it kind 

of just happened so quickly 
that next, you know, there’s 
a baby.”

It’s common to think of 
labor being an all-day a� air 
but it’s not uncommon for 
babies to arrive quickly, Sco-
pano said.

“My wife was in labor 36 
hours before my daughter 
was born, and it was long,” he 
said. “And then you get ones 
like this, that they happen 
within a matter of minutes, 
very quickly.

“And they don’t wait,” he 
continued. “Babies don’t 
wait. When they’re ready, 
they’re coming, they’re com-
ing out now.”

Everything went about as 
well as it could have, despite 
how quickly the situation 
unfolded, the team noted. 
� e mother gave birth to a 
healthy 6-pound baby boy 
named Vinnie.

Scopano said he basically 
caught the child as Hill and 
Martek worked behind him. 

“It went as well as it could 
have so fast,” he said. “Mom 
took the baby, we clamped 

the umbilical cord, cut it and 
wrapped the baby up. And 
then we got mom ready to go 
and loaded her up, and baby 
went on with mom and went 
up to the hospital.”

Re� ecting on everything, 
the team noted that calls like 
this are particularly special 
for them, as they have seen 
many calls go bad, but this 
one was just good all around.

“It was very quick, and it 
was the best,” Scopano said. 
“It was, I guess, the best it 
could have gone for what the 
situation was ... We’re fortu-
nate that mom was healthy 
and the baby was healthy 
and she didn’t have any 
complications. Mom was 
a superstar; she did all the 
work. I just played catcher 
and they (Martek and Hill) 
backed me up.”

First responders enter a 
lot of traumatic situations, 
Scopano said.

“� is is one that is, it’s a 
good story,” he said. “It’s 
something that it was a hap-
py moment, not a sad mo-
ment for somebody. It was 

beautiful.”
“I thought it was beauti-

ful,” Martek said. “� at was 
top moment for sure in my 
career.”

Home deliveries are rare, 
such as it is.

“As far as I’ve been here 17 
years, this would be my � rst 
one outside of the hospital,” 
Scopano said. “I believe the 
last one was probably deliv-
ered in front on Main Street 
in Batavia in our ambulance. 
� at was probably 10 to 12 
years ago. So, it’s not an oc-
currence that happens every 
day out here.”

Hill — who is in nursing 
school — is coincidentally 

set to begin maternity class-
es this week. She joked that 
her classes came a little ear-
lier than expected, but the 
call gave her some great ex-
perience that will translate 
well to what she is learning in 
school.

“I was going to start my 
maternity class on Monday, 
actually, at nursing school, 
but I guess it came early,” she 
said. “So, I ended up getting 
a little bit of experience be-
fore that. It was nice to see, 
and it was beautiful. And I 
can go back and report that 
everything was great and it 
went really well.”

Special Delivery
Le Roy EMS and Police Deliver Baby at Village Home

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
From left: Paramedic Christopher Scopano, O�  cer Selah Martek and EMT Rachel Hill standing in front of an ambulance at Le Roy EMS. They teamed to deliver a baby 
during a Jan. 18 emergency call in the village.
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By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

It’s a matter of philoso-
phy.

The Le Roy Central 
School District has been 
working since July to up-
date its mission, vision, 
and core value statements. 
A team including Board of 
Education members, ad-
ministration, the School 
Improvement Team, and 
faculty has been develop-
ing ideas and proposals for 
each.

Now, after almost a year 
of collaboration between 
multiple groups, the dis-
trict is ready to hear feed-
back from families, com-
munity members, and 
students about the draft 
statements they’ve created.

Superintendent Merritt 
Holly discussed why it was 
time for an update.

“Number one, it’s been 
a long time, the mission 
statement,” he said. “We 
went back and looked, 
probably been since 2002 
that the mission statement 
was reviewed.”

The district’s getting 
feedback from teachers, 
with parents and commu-
nity as the next step. Stu-
dent input is also under-
way.

The district is releas-

ing a form which students, 
parents, and community 
members can fill out and 
submit in order to give 
feedback .

Holly emphasized that 
the district wants to in-
clude as many perspectives 
as possible so the state-
ments match what the dis-
trict at large is looking for.

“We’ve created the state-
ments and then we’re look-
ing for, ‘do the statements 
resonate with each of our 

groups?’” Holly said.
That might include the 

mission statement “to pro-
vide a safe, supportive, 
high quality educational 
environment that prepares 
all learners to be engaged 
citizens.”

“There are a couple key 
points in there — safe, sup-
portive, high-quality ed-
ucation and then engaged 
citizens,” Holly said. “And I 
think that ... the SIT Com-
mittee felt that those were 
kind of some key terms 
and areas that we wanted 
to get feedback from those 
groups to see if that’s res-
onating with them of what 
they felt was important in-
side that statement.”

The partnership be-
tween school administra-
tion and the feedback from 
families and students is 
key.

“We need that partner-
ship between,” Holly said. 
“We need that partnership 
from students that want to 
be here — an understand-
ing of what’s important 
with their education.

“It’s their education,” he 
continued. “What we’ve 
always tried to pride our-
selves on here at Le Roy 
Central is that we want to 
provide a menu option for 
kids to choose from, wheth-
er that be career in tech at 
BOCES, electives here, AP 
classes, and what we have, 

then our basic core classes 
that we do.”

That also includes art 
and music, which are a 
point of pride.

“We want students to be 
able to come in and have 
that ability to try to sample 
everything or get their core 
stuff out of the way, but 
then be able to try to pre-
pare for a potential career 
or a two- or four-year col-
lege or the military,” Holly 
said.

It’s the community’s 
feedback well help get the 
work that the SIT Com-
mittee has already accom-
plished to a place where 
the updates to each state-
ment are in a place every-
body is happy with.

“This will be what we do 
for our decision making, 
from our mission, vision, 
and core beliefs, will guide 
what we’re doing as a dis-
trict,” Holly said. “From de-
cision making in the class-
room, with educational 
and curriculum decisions, 
all the way to budgetary de-
cisions that we do to every-
thing in between.

“So, this will be a guiding 
practice that we use, that 
we have used,” he contin-
ued. “But I think that the 
change in that will update 
us to where we want to be.”

There is no definite time-
line for when Holly and the 
SIT Committee will have 
finalized statements. They 
want to give it as much time 
as needed to formulate 
properly.

The form can be filled 
out digitally using the QR 
code provided or by visit-
ing the school website at 
leroycsd.org. It can also be 
printed out from the school 
website and submitted 
in-person at the district of-
fice.

The survey will close on 
Feb. 3, and all feedback 
submitted through these 
forms will be reviewed and 
discussed at the SIT Com-

mittee meeting on Feb. 4.
Below are the draft mis-

sion, vision, and core value 
statement the district has 
produced and are looking 
for feedback on.

Draft Mission State-
ment:

“The Le Roy Central 
School District’s mission is 
to provide a safe, support-
ive, and high-quality edu-
cational environment that 
prepares all learners to be 
engaged citizens.”

Draft Vision Statement:
“The Le Roy Central 

School District envisions a 
collaborative culture that 
empowers students, fac-
ulty, staff, and community 
members to be engaged 
citizens who are resilient, 
lifelong learners.”

Draft Core Values:
1. Safety and support 

are essential for academic, 
character, and social emo-
tional growth.

2. High quality teaching 
and learning must chal-
lenge, engage, and prepare 
all learners for success in 
an ever-changing world.

3. Equitable opportu-
nities, resources, and en-
couragement are neces-
sary to nurture the unique 
strengths of all learners.

4. Collaboration, consis-
tency, and clarity create a 
high-quality, inclusive ed-
ucational experience.

5. Engaged citizens are 
created by modeling ac-
tive participation, pride, 
responsibility, and service 
to our school, community, 
and world.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

It was always in the cards 
for Marissa Jones to work 
with animals and open her 
own business.

Her longtime dream 
has finally come true with 
the opening of “Roo’s Paw 
Spa” in Le Roy. It’s located 
in West Main Street plaza 
to the right of Tops Friendly 
Markets.

“Roo’s Paw Spa” is a 
brand-new dog groom-
ing facility and salon, and 
offers services such as 
full-service bathing and 
hair/fur cuts which come 
complete with blowouts, 
brushing, and nail trim-
ming.

Jones has always been 
drawn to working with an-
imals.

“Ever since I was growing 
up, I knew I wanted to work 
with animals,” she said. “I 
have always had animals 
growing up and originally, I 
wanted to be a vet tech. But 
I couldn’t do the hardships 
of that career with all the 
sick animals and having to 
put them down and stuff.”

Jones’ mother is a hair-
dresser, and after moving 
on from looking into be-
ing a vet tech, Jones chose 
to follow in her mother’s 
footsteps in a sense, com-
bining that with her love for 
animals to enter into dog 
grooming.

“Right out of high school, 
I went to the Rochester 
Institute of Dog Groom-
ing,” she said. “There was 
a 15-week course, did that, 
and then I went right from 
grooming school to Batavia 
Petco. And then after about 
four years there, learning 
more of my skills and stuff, 
I then was offered a job at a 
private salon in Albion.”

After spending about 
four years at the private 
salon in Albion, the own-
er decided she wanted to 
move into more private 
work, so Jones and the oth-
er animal groomers had to 
move on. It was during this 
period that she decided to 
explore opening a business 
herself.

After all the experience 
she gained from her time 
working with other salons, 
Jones felt ready to take that 
next step.

“I had a great relation-
ship with my boss in Albi-
on, and after that I figured I 
have more knowledge now 
and I know my skills and 
everything,” Jones said. 
“So, I figured I could start 
my own next journey. And 
going into dog grooming, I 
did know I wanted to even-
tually do it for myself.”

Once she was in the pro-
cess of finding a space for 
her new business idea, she 
contacted Mancuso Com-
mercial Realty and asked 
about possible locations in 
and around Batavia. They 
responded after some time 
with an available space in 
Le Roy, and Jones jumped 
on the opportunity.

“ T h e y  ( Ma n c u s o’s ) 
asked me how far I lived 
from Le Roy, and I live 
down the street, so it was 
really perfect,” Jones said. 
“And he said it used to be 
an old hairdressing studio, 
so it had the water hook-
ups. It already had every-
thing I needed. So that was 
a big plus in where I am.”

“Roo’s Paw Spa” is set for 
a Feb. 2 opening but Jones 
has already started to take 
appointments. She’s start-
ed to see regulars from past 
salons she’s worked at, and 
a flow of new customers.

“Some of my clients fol-
lowed me from Petco to Al-
bion to here,” she said. “So, 
a lot of the people’s pets 
I’ve already groomed have 
been my regulars. A cou-
ple of them have been new, 
and I’m so excited to see 
the different personalities 
and all the different dogs 
around Le Roy.”

Jones is meeting a lot 
of new animals and their 
owners along the way.

“The most exciting part 
is definitely meeting the 
different dogs, meeting the 
different personalities, and 
honestly talking with all 
the people about how their 
dogs are,” she said. “It’s re-
ally nice to see people who 
love their animals, people 
who take care of them, peo-
ple who want to tell me sto-
ries. It’s really sweet.”

Jones mother, Sarah, is 
also a business owner, as 
her and her husband Eric 
opened the axe-throwing 
facility “Game of Throws” 
in Batavia. Sarah finds a 
lot of pride in seeing her 
daughter pursue a similar 
path.

“I’m extremely proud of 
her,” Sarah said. “I know 
the uphill battle it is when 
you are dealing one on 
one with customers. It is 
very hard to stand your 
ground, know your worth. 
I’ve learned throughout the 
years, and she’s (Marissa) 
watched us struggle with 
me trying to find my foot-
ing in how to set prices, and 
how to be, you.”

“I’m nervous for her be-
cause there’s a lot of perks 
to owning your own busi-
ness, but there is also a lot 
of, you know, it’s all on your 
shoulders,” she continued. 
“It’s all on you. Every deci-
sion you make, it’s a tough 

thing to own your own 
business. It definitely is 
not for the weak of heart or 
mind, which she is neither 
of those. So that is good.”

Jones encourages any-
body interested in starting 
their own business to stand 
their ground and push to 

achieve their goals.
“For anyone who might 

try to do something sim-
ilar, definitely know your 
worth, know what you 
can do and what you can 
charge, and have a back-
bone,” she said. “Don’t let 
people walk on you. Just 

stand your ground, and 
the people who love you 
and will come back and get 
their dogs groomed with 
you are the people that you 
want for clients. And I hope 
to have that kind of rela-
tionship with all of my cli-
ents starting out here.”

Roo’s Paw Spa Opens in West Main Street Plaza
Marissa “Roo” Jones Creates New Dog Grooming Business in Le Roy

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Jonathon Perkins with Marissa Jones and Haven, a 5-year-old St. Bernard.

Le Roy Looks to Continue Work Updating  
District Mission, Vision, Core Value Statements

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
The Le Roy Central School District is looking to update its mission, vision, and core 
value statements using feedback from the community.
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Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend regular-
ly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist Church 

a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am and our 
Sunday worship service typically includes singing a mix 

of both traditional and contemporary songs and hymns, a 
children’s message, and a sermon from the Word of God. 

First Baptist Church of Le Roy
5 E. Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7600
fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com

Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am. 

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
We welcome all to join us for Sunday service 

every week at 10:00am.
� e � rift Shop is now closed for the season.  We thank our 
community for your support this year, and look forward to 

seeing you when we re-open in the spring!
Until then, we’ll be accepting donations at the church on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and � ursdays from 9:00am ‘til 

noon.

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy

(585) 768-8980
o�  ce@Le Royumcny.org

www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

Living Waters Church
30 Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-sta� ed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s 
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy
(585) 768-6543

ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org
Mass Times @ OLM:

Saturday Vigil 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm

Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.
Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
Weekday: 7:30am � ursday

Mass times may change in the near future.
YouTube Livestream:

youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
1 E. Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Co� ee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

By MATT SURTEL 
and BEN BEAGLE
news@batavianews.com

Area residents emerged 
Monday to begin digging out 
from major winter storm that 
crossed the northeast.

Plows and tractors set 
to work before dawn clear-
ing streets and parking lots. 
Homeowners � red up snow-
blowers or simply grabbed 
shovels. 

People drove to work 
amid occasional fender 
benders and minor crashes.

The weekend’s storm 
wasn’t the worst the GLOW 
region has ever experienced, 
but it still brought bad roads, 
significant snowfalls and 
brutally cold temperatures.

Winter storm warnings 
were set to remain in e� ect 
until 7 p.m. Monday in Gen-
esee, Livingston, Orleans 
and Wyoming counties.

Area residents crowded 
supermarkets Saturday af-
ternoon and evening as of-
� cials warned people state-
wide to avoid driving and 
stay o�  the roads if possible. 
Travel advisories were is-
sued preemptively for Sun-
day morning in Genesee, 
Orleans and Wyoming coun-
ties.

� e storm began arriving 
in earnest Sunday as dry, 
grainy snow accumulated 
quickly. � e few vehicles on 
streets and highways strug-
gled in the slippery condi-
tions.

Supermarkets were near-
ly empty of customers and 
some area restaurants closed 
early.

That was accompanied 
by wind, snow, and the ev-
er-present frigid tempera-
tures. Most area school 
districts had canceled Mon-
day’s classes as Sunday night 
arrived. 

But the storm faded over-
night. Travel advisories were 
canceled early Monday 
morning in Genesee, Living-
ston and Wyoming counties, 
and about 6 p.m. in Orleans 
County.

Most of the worst e� ects 

occurred elsewhere, with 
the storm system ultimate-
ly spanning from Texas to 
Maine. More than 5,000 
� ights had been canceled as 
of 1 p.m. Monday, with about 
4,000 other � ights delayed, 
according to multiple na-
tional media reports.

Portions of southern 
Georgia and northern 
Florida were under freeze 
warnings through Tuesday 
morning, according to the 
National Weather Service.

The nature of the storm 
spurred warnings and advi-
sories across New York state. 

MONDAY MORNING AC-
CUMULATIONS

Genesee County
■ Sta� ord, 2 miles east, 11 

inches at 7 a.m.
■ Le Roy, 1 mile east, 10.4 

inches at 8 a.m.
■ Stafford, 1.8 miles 

northeast, 9.9 inches at 
7 a.m.

■ Batavia, 3.4 miles 

west-southwest, 9.5 inches 
at 8 a.m.

■ Alexander, 4.4 miles 
east-southeast, 9.5 inches at 
8 a.m.

■ A l e x a n d e r,  2 . 7 
west-northwest, 9.2 inches 
at 7 a.m.

Livingston County
■ Lima, 8 inches at 5 a.m.
■ Dansville, 6.5 inches at 

8 a.m.
Orleans County
■ Medina, 8 inches at 

8 a.m.
Wyoming County
■ Wyoming, 3 miles west, 

11.3 inches at 7 a.m.
■ Warsaw, 6 miles south-

west, 7.3 inches at 7 a.m.
■ Warsaw, 4 miles west, 6 

inches at 7 a.m.
■ Silver Springs, 3 miles 

north, 4.5 inches at 7 a.m.

Cold weather advisories
Cold weather advisories 

have been issued through 
Tuesday afternoon for Gen-
esee, Orleans and Wyoming 
counties, according to the 

Weather Service. 
� e advisories were in ef-

fect through 1 p.m. Tuesday 
for Genesee, Orleans and 
Wyoming counties and until 
10 a.m. Tuesday in Steuben 
counties.

Wind chills may also drop 
to 20 below zero or cold-
er again Thursday night 
through Friday morning, the 
Weather Service said.

“� is is a potentially haz-
ardous situation to be out-
doors,” NWS forecasters 
said. “If you must be outside, 
be sure to cover all exposed 
skin. Frostbite can occur in 
30 minutes or less with ap-
parent temperatures of 15 
below zero or colder.”

The dangerously cold 
wind chills could cause frost-
bite on exposed skin in as lit-
tle as 30 minutes.

Use caution while trav-
eling outside. Wear appro-
priate clothing, a hat, and 
gloves.

Keep pets indoors as 
much as possible.

Wind chills may drop to 15 
below zero or colder again 
� ursday night through Fri-
day morning, the Weather 
Service said.

By BRIAN QUINN
bquinn@batavianews.com

The Village Board will 
consider making the 2025 
Comprehensive Plan Update 
� nal when it meets Feb. 18.

“I’m really happy with the 
product they’ve come up 
with. A lot of e� ort went into 
it,” Mayor Greg Rogers said 
Wednesday night during a 
public hearing on the pro-
posed plan. “It’s been posted 
on our website for, I believe, 
at least 10 days.”

Genesee/Finger Lakes 
Regional Planning Council’s 
Richard Sutherland attend-
ed the meeting. Jennifer 
Loewenstein of the Planning 
Council and the Steering 
Committee had been lead-
ing the comprehensive plan 
update work.

Sutherland said after 
Wednesday night’s public 
hearing, the Village Board, 
Steering Committee and 
Loewenstein will take public 
comments into account and 
look at changes that might be 
made to address the needs 
the community brings up.

Jeffrey Van Buren, who 

lives at the corner of North 
and Main streets, asked if 
any improvements in the 
plan include along Munson 
Street near Oatka Creek.

“What is our plan for 
that?” he asked. “You have 
a virtual gold mine here. I 
know people that come in 
from Niagara Falls, Buffa-
lo, down the Southern Tier, 
just to go to Munson Street. 
There’s no bathroom there 

or anything. There’s some 
boards that need to be � xed.”

� e village resident sug-
gested putting a seasonal, 
portable toilet there, maybe 
starting Memorial Day.

“� ere’s a lot of improve-
ments that could be done 
there that’s going to attract 
more people in,” he said.

Van Buren said he was 
talking about the creek 
where the pier is.

“The pier needs some 
work. I don’t know what 
money is in there for that,” he 
said.

Rogers said when the peo-
ple involved were coming up 
with a comprehensive plan 
update, recreation was a big 
part of that.

“We understand the value 
of the creek. My grandson 
probably fishes 180 days a 
year in that creek,” the mayor 

said. “We didn’t do any bud-
geting (in the plan update). 
It was more of an idealist 
thing.”

Van Buren said the im-
provements he was talking 
about wouldn’t cost a lot of 
money. It’s more a matter of 
getting help to make them. 
Rogers said the village will 
try to arrange for the resourc-
es to get deck work done.

“As far as bathrooms, I be-
lieve we’re going to have to, 
at this point in time, maybe 
get rent-a-johns,” he said.

Deputy Mayor William 
Kettle said the Village has a 
responsibility to look into 
these suggestions.

County Legislator Lau-
rie Mancuso, who is on the 
Steering Committee, said 
the suggestions could be 
included in the “communi-
ty-driven” planning part of 
the Comprehensive Plan.

“� at’s a change or an up-
date we could make to the 
plan before we make it o�  -
cial,” she said.

Jill Fitzgerald from the 
Steering Committee also at-
tended Wednesday’s public 
hearing. She said there were 

“actionable” items in the 
Village Comprehensive Plan 
Update.

“� at’s what I’m really ex-
cited about. � ere’s actions 
identified as ‘immediate,’ 
‘long-term,’ which makes it 
easy for the board to look at 
things that need to be done,” 
Fitzgerald said. “I think that 
puts a lot of protection on 
the Oatka Creek. The Oat-
ka Creek Watershed Com-
mittee contributed a huge 
amount to the Comprehen-
sive Plan and that is one of 
the village’s strengths.”

Mancuso said there are 
134 pages, but the plan up-
date is easy to navigate.

“� ere’s hot links in it to 
take you to exactly to where 
you want to look — certain 
topics for the community,” 
she said.

At its meeting Jan. 5, the 
Village Board passed a res-
olution that the plan update 
has no signi� cant impact on 
the environment. It passed a 
similar resolution Wednes-
day and said it would for-
ward that resolution to the 
state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation.

Le Roy Plan Nearing OK
Village Board may adopt comprehensive plan at Feb. 18 meeting

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Le Roy Village Board members on Wednesday rea�  rmed their � nding of no signi� -
cant environmental impact from the Comprehensive Plan Update.

GLOW Region Remains in Deep Freeze
Area digs out from weekend storm

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
A postal carrier is bundled against the cold Monday on 
Main Street in Batavia. A cold weather advisory was set 
to remain in e� ect until Tuesday afternoon in Genesee, 
Orleans and Wyoming counties.

To say we have had 
a brutal winter so far is 
an understatement. Our 
DPW has been working 

many hours of overtime 
trying to keep up. In the 
event you feel your street 
has been missed please 

call the village hall at 768-
2520 and speak to some-
one and we will do our 
best to get there, please 
remember, our people 
can only go so fast. I don’t 
do Facebook, so if you 
want to get my attention, 
that is not the way, and we 
do want to give good ser-
vice to our citizen.

On Sunday February 1 
there will be a community 
meeting sponsored by the 
new formed Empowering 
parents committee be-
ginning at 2 o’clock at the 

Memorial Auditorium at 
Trigon Park, the purpose 
is giving our communi-
ty the knowledge of re-
sources available to help 
with raising our children. 
Please attend.

The village board plans 
to officially adopt the 
2026 comprehensive plan 
at the meeting on Febru-
ary 18 at 7 p.m. at the Vil-
lage Hall.

“If you want to make 
everybody happy, sell ice 
cream” stolen from my 
son in law Jon Wilson
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 651 East Main St., Batavia, NY 14020 • 343-7830
Visit our web site at: WillsCarpetOneBatavia.com

Voted #1 for Best Floor Coverings in the GLOW Region!
With over 110 years in business, we are your  

go-to specialists for all things flooring.  
From carpets to hardwood, tiles to vinyl,  

we have the superior inventory and  
top selections to meet your needs.

Our experienced team is here to help you find 
the perfect flooring solution.  Whether you 

prefer in-stock options or special orders, 
we’ve got you covered. Choose to take on your 

flooring project yourself or let our skilled 
technicians handle the installation for you.

Discover why generations of customers 
trust us for their flooring needs. 

Visit us today and step into quality and style!

Question of the Week? ?? ? ??

?

??

Question from The Le Roy Weekend Gazette staff

Have an answer you want to share with us directly? Send your answers to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Previous question - “If you had visiting family/friends, where would you take them first?”

What mementos of your early childhood do you have?
HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!

BILKO P.

The Grand Canyon of the East, Letchworth 
State Park. Also Niagara Falls one of the 7 won-

ders of the world.

MAUREEN H. MARY P.

Niagara falls and then Henrys deliNo Finer Dinner and Henry’s

www.CasperFarmsBeef.com•Crystal (585) 478-6326•6671 Main Road, Stafford, NY 14143

Question of the Week sponsored by:

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

One of the first articles of 
business for the new Village 
of Le Roy in 1834 was the es-
tablishment of fire protection. 
On August 9, 1834, the Board 
of Trustees of the Village of Le 
Roy passed three resolutions:

First: “That every bell ringer 
of a public bell in said village 
shall immediately ring their 
respective bells for twenty 
minutes unless the fire shall 
be sooner extinguished. Any 
bell ringer offending against 
the ordinance shall forfeit 
three dollars, ($100 today) 
and a premium of one dollar 
shall be given to the ringer of 
and church bell who shall give 
the first alarm.” ( It should be 
noted that in 1834, there were 
bells in St. Mark’s Church, at 
that time located next to the 
cemetery on Church Street. 
There was a bell at the Presby-
terian Church on the corner of 
Clay Street. Another bell was 
at the Methodist Church on 
Trigon Park. And the Baptist 
Church at that time was locat-
ed on the edge of the Village on 
East Main Street.)

Second: “A safe deposit 
for ashes shall be kept by any 
owner or occupant of any 
building, to be made of mate-
rial not subject to take fire, or 
if made of wooden materials 
the same shall not be placed 
or permitted to stand with-

in the distance of two rods 
of any combustible material 
under penalty of five dollars.” 
(This was critical, consider-
ing all cooking was done over 
an open hearth. Houses were 
heated with fireplaces or 
stoves. Candles and whale oil 
lamps were the source of light. 
And blacksmiths, tin smiths, 
coopers, wheelwrights, and 
most tradesmen needed fires.)

Third: “Every household-
er or occupant is to keep one 
or more fire buckets, one for 
every fireplace or stove; four 
fireplaces or stoves, two buck-
ets: seven fire-places or stoves, 
three buckets. Owner’s name 
shall be on each bucket, and 
it shall be kept in a conspicu-
ous place; any neglect of same 
a penalty of two dollars.” (At 
this time, the bucket brigade 
was the most effective way to 
extinguish a fire. There would 
be cries of “throw out your 
buckets” and people would 
gather the buckets stored in 
their houses and take them 
to the fire. These early fire 
buckets were made of leather 
and could be thrown around 
without breaking. The bucket 
brigade would be set up from 
a source of water, such as the 
creek or a cistern or well. The 
line would extend to the fire. 
As the buckets of water were 
thrown on the fire, the empty 
buckets would be gathered 
and carried back to the water. 
If ladders were needed, the 

buckets of water were handed 
up the ladder. The fire chief 
would direct people using a tin 
megaphone called a trumpet. 
Later, ceremonial silver trum-
pets were carried in parades, 
and some were presented to 
a retiring fire chief. These en-
graved trumpets are cherished 
mementos in many fire com-
panies.)

The first fire wardens were 
Miles Lampson, Howard Bo-
sworth, John Jackson, Alonzo 
Montcalm, and Horatio Stan-
ley. Their job was to inspect 
chimneys, fireplaces, repos-
itories for ashes, stoves and 
stovepipes, and to make sure 
fire buckets were marked with 
initials or names of the own-
ers so they could be returned 
after a fire. Sometimes fire 
wardens carried fire “ratch-
ets” which were small wooden 
alarms that they could whirl 
around in their hands to warn 
of a fire. The wardens also 
kept track of the fire bells and 
levied the fines when neces-
sary. On August 12, 1834, the 
Village Board voted to raise 
$1000 (over $37,000 today) by 
taxes to purchase a “fire en-
gine, hooks and ladders, and 
to procure a building in which 
to store them.” The early fire 
engine was described as a “pi-
ano style,“ which refers to the 
shape of the water

tank and pump housing, 
which resembled a piano 
turned upside down. Engines 
like this were popular in small-
er villages. Fires in the winter 
were impossible. There was 
no way to pull a fire engine to 
a fire in the snow. These en-
gines were equipped with a 
12-foot suction hose that that 
was dropped into the creek 
or a cistern to suck water into 
the pumper. A sieve on the end 
prevented leaves and debris 
from clogging the hose. On ei-
ther side of the machine were 
“sweeps” or “brakes” which 
were long wooden handles 
that the men could grab and 
pump up and down to suck 
water into the tank and then to 
pump water to the fire. Some 
fire engines had large enough 
sweeps to accommodate 
twenty men. If the fire was too 
far from water, the bucket bri-
gade would be formed from 
the water source to the pump-
er instead of using the suction 
hose. Hook and ladders were 
needed to reach upper levels 
of a fire. The hooks were long 
poles with a large iron hook 
on the top which were used to 
help pull down parts of burn-
ing buildings.

The Excelsior Hook and 
Ladder Company was orga-

nized in 1851. The first Chief 
Engineer was Colonel John 
W. Shedd, followed by John G. 
Barber and Samuel Howard in 
1857. Many of the members 
had recently immigrated from 
Ireland. The Excelsior Hook 
and Ladder wagon carried 
several long fire ladders with 
many buckets that hung off 
the side. This wonderful an-
tique wagon is preserved and 
is in storage at the Hook and 
Ladder building on Lent Ave-
nue.

By 1857, there were four fire 
companies – Engine #1 and 
Engine #2. The Hook and Lad-
der Company, and the Bucket 
Company.

In the fall of 1875, the Vil-
lage Water Works was com-
pleted. A pipe was laid across 
the Main Street bridge to 
supply water to the hydrant 
at Trigon Park. The Prentice 
Mill’s pumps were hooked up 
to the water lines and the wa-
ter system was put to the test: 
“The trial of the machinery a 
few days ago satisfied every 
beholder that the great squirt 
gun just finished can flood the 
highest building in the Village 
and at the same time drown 
every insurance agent in town 
and have four hydrants left to 
squirt every man who can, 
but won’t pay, his debts.” The 
water pressure in the lines was 
not constant. Water was not 
being supplied to houses or 
businesses. When a fire broke 
out, the men at the Prentice 
Mill had to divert water from 
the mill to the water lines and 
to start the steam pump to 
supply the pressure.

The Babcock Chemical 
wagon was purchased by the 
Village late in 1885. It worked 
like a large fire extinguisher 
and with two large copper 
tanks, it weighed 3585 pounds. 
The Le Roy Protectives were 
put in charge of the heavy wag-
on and they declared it was too 
heavy. It was given to the hose 
company and on October 6, 
1885, the Le Roy Chemical 
Hose Company was formed. 
Two weeks later, on October 
20, 1885, they were called out 
for their first fire at the Parme-
lee Evaporator fire on North 
Street.

In 1896, Prentice threat-
ened to shut off the water. The 
Prentice Electric Company 
had provided pumping fa-
cilities for the water hydrants 
in the Village for over twenty 
years and charged $400 per 
year to be “on call” in case of 
a fire. Suddenly he decided 
to charge $1,000. The Village 
fathers balked and declined 
to pay the fee. Prentice agreed 

to renegotiate if he could be 
guaranteed the franchise for 
installing light poles in the 
Village. (The Prentice Electric 
Company wanted to convert 
the Village from gas to elec-
tricity and it was necessary to 
install electric poles.)

A contract was signed be-
tween Prentice, Orator Wood-
ward, and the water commis-
sioner, but it did not guarantee 
Prentice any franchise for the 
light poles. In the meantime, 
Prentice told everyone that he 
would not provide water for 
fire protection after October 
31st. Five days later, on No-
vember 4, the Village Board 
met and decided to lease a 
steam pump from the Amer-
ican Fire Company of Seneca 
Falls until the new pumping 
station could be readied. It 
would cost $20 a week to lease 
the machine and on Novem-
ber 11 it arrived. The next day 
it was fired up and it reached 
steam in 18 minutes, but they 
couldn’t get water into the 
boiler. They tried a couple of 
days later and discovered that 
the flues were defective. An ex-
pert from Seneca Falls arrived 
and “fixed” the machine. They 
fired it up again and brought it 
up to 110 lbs. of pressure. But 
there were still problems.

According to the Le Roy 
Gazette, on November 25 an-
other steamer was brought to 
Le Roy. The next day, Prentice 
shut off the power to the water 
pumps and the “public was 
earnestly requested to take ev-
ery precaution and avert fires.” 
Almost a month later the fire 
fighting equipment was put to 
the test when a fire broke out 
in the cooper shop. The Hooks 
arrived first and commenced 
to tear down the burning tim-
bers. They were followed by 
the Chemicals who arrived 
with their Babcock chemical 
wagon. They worked on sav-
ing the building next door. The 
steamer arrived, but there was 
confusion as to where they 
could draft water. Finally, wa-
ter from the Salt Company was 
used and the steamer worked 
efficiently with 70 pounds of 
pressure.

The fire station was locat-
ed on Bank Street and it was 
filled with equipment which 
included the hook and lad-
der wagon, two hose carts, a 
protectives wagon, the Bab-
cock Chemical wagon, and 
the Silsby steamer. By January 
13, 1897, the new water works 
were in operation and the Sils-
by steamer was sent back to 
Seneca Falls. A month later the 
new water system was used for 
the first time when a fire broke 

out at the huge W. Matthews 
Malting Company on Church 
Street. Ironically, the fire hall 
burned down in 1911. Cora 
Woodward, Orator Wood-
ward’s widow, convinced the 
Village Trustees to build a 
new municipal building and 
fire hall on the corner of West 
Main Street and Clay Street. 
She purchased the property 
with the understanding they 
would hire Claude Bragdon, 
a noted architect from Roch-
ester to design the building. 
Today, in addition to the an-
tique hook and ladder truck, 
the Chemical Hose Company 
also has the very rare chemi-
cal hose wagon and the Oatka 
Hose Company has the four-
wheeled hose cart.

According to the 1927 San-
born Insurance map of Le Roy, 
there were 104 public and 27 
private fire hydrants. There 
were three fire companies for 
a total of 100 men, under the 
direction of one fire chief. The 
fire station was at the village 
hall. There was a Stutz three 
comb truck (equipped to carry 
water, hose and pump); a hose 
carriage and a chemical en-
gine with two 40-gallon chem-
ical tanks. The Hook and Lad-
der Company had 216 feet of 
ladders. The fire department 
also had a Ford truck and 700 
feet of hose. There was a two 
wheeled cart with hose kept 
at the railroad yard. Through-
out the village there were 12 
Gamewell fire alarm boxes. 
(Gamewell was formed in 
1879 and became the method 
of calling in a fire before tele-
phones were common. The 
Gamewell boxes were usually 
installed on street corners and 
outside buildings.) The San-
born map also noted that there 
was a siren at the Village Hall.

As a historical note, each 
year, the Le Roy Volunteer 
Fire Department visits the 
Wolcott Street School each 
year to talk about fire safety 
during the first week in Oc-
tober, in commemoration of 
the Great Chicago Fire which 
occurred 1871. The tragic fire 
killed more than 259 people, 
left 100,000 people homeless, 
destroyed more than 17,400 
structures, and covered more 
than 2000 acres.

During this snowy winter, 
the Fire Department is en-
couraging people to “adopt a 
fire hydrant” and keep it shov-
eled out. In case of a fire, the 
firemen will be able to quickly 
hook up fire hoses to help put 
out the fire.

Fire Department 
History in Le Roy PHOTO PROVIDED: LYNNE BELLUSCIO

Oatka Hose Company standing in front of the village hall on Bank Street.
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1. HISTORY: When did the Easter 
Rising insurrection take place in Ire-
land?

2. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capi-
tal of India?

3. MEDICAL TERMS: What is a 
common name for lateral epicondyli-
tis? 

4. MOVIES: The “Back to the Future 
II” characters travel forward in time to 
which year?

5. LITERATURE: What color is the 
badge of courage in Stephen Crane’s 
novel about the Civil War?

6. GAMES: How many points is 
the center red bullseye on a dartboard 
worth?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
group of floating otters called?

8. AD SLOGANS: Which car com-
pany used the slogan “Drive your 
dreams”?

9. TELEVISION: What is husband 
Darrin’s profession in the “Bewitched” 
sitcom?

10. SCIENCE: What part of the brain 
controls hunger?

Answers
1. 1916.
2. New Delhi.
3. Tennis elbow.
4. 2015.
5. Red.
6. 50.
7. A raft. 
8. Toyota.
9. Advertising executive.
10. Hypothalamus.
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Friday, Jan 30
3 - 7pm

Housewarming 
Celebration Open 

House
Join us and come ex-

plore our new building 
just as it is today and 

catch a glimpse of what’s 
ahead. Learn about our 
vision for renovations 

and the expanded Hope 
Center programs and 
the outreach that will 

be made possible in this 
space. This is a chance to 

celebrate together, ask 
questions, share ideas, 

and see how hope is 
growing in our commu-
nity. We would love to 

welcome you!
Hope Center

56 Main St., Le Roy

•

Sunday, Feb 1
2pm

Power of the Commu-
nity

Parenting is sometimes 
the hardest

EVER! Please join us to 
meet the people in our 

community that can help 
us when we are strug-

gling, support us when 
we’re questioning, and 
empower us as parents. 

Whether our children are 
babies, little kids, tweens 

or teens- each stage has 
its wonderful moments 

and its trials.
Wolcott Street School
2-6 Trigon Park, Le Roy

•

Saturday, Feb 7
9am - 1pm

Saturday Book Sale
You loved the December 

Saturday Sale so much 
that the Friends are 

hosting another one in 
February! All are wel-

come!
Richmond Memorial 

Library
19 Ross St., Batavia

•
2 - 4pm

Learn to Crochet
Join Michele for another 
fun workshop! This event 
is for you if you’ve never 

picked up a crochet hook 
or if you’d like a refresh-
er. We’ll practice basic 
stitches: chain, single 

crochet, double crochet 
and half double crochet. 

Materials and instruc-
tions provided to com-
plete your own colorful 

sampler discloth. Cost is 
$30.

Our Space 
Yoga & Wellness

58 Main St., Le Roy
•

Wed, February 18

7pm
Ash Wednesday 
Worship Service

The Lenten Season is 
right around the corner. 

First Baptist Church
5 E. Main St., Le Roy

•

Saturday, Feb 21
1 - 4pm

Godfrey’s Pond 
Spaghetti Dinner!

Are you looking for a 
delightful afternoon 
filled with good food, 

great company, and an 
opportunity to support a 
meaningful cause? Join 
us at Godfrey’s Pond in 

the Clubhouse for a spe-
cial pasta dinner event 
that promises to be an 

enriching experience for 
everyone involved.

Ticket Purchase: Tickets 
for the dinner can be 

conveniently purchased 
online through the link 

below or on our website:  
https://godfreyspond.

com/spaghetti-din-
ner-fundraiser-2/

Alternatively, you can 
reserve your tickets by 

contacting Maralyn 
Watts at 585-443-0453 

and pay at the door upon 
arrival.

Adults (Age 11+) = 
$15.00, Children (Age 

6-10) = $10.00, Children 

(Age 5 and Under) - FREE
Genesee County Fish & 
Game Protectice Asso-

ciation
7935 Bigelow Dr., 

Bergen
•

4pm
Sprinkle Showdown: 

Survey Says Style
Join us for an evening full 

of laughter, good food, 
friendly competition, 
and community fun 

— all while supporting 
Sundae’s Sprinkle of 

Hope and the families we 
serve.

Dinner & Audience 
Admission: $20
Audience Only 
Admission: $10

Lottery Drawn Teams 
(of 5): $10

All proceeds from the 
Sprinkle Showdown 
go directly to helping 

individuals and families 
facing health challenges 

by providing medical 
equipment, gas and gro-
cery assistance, and oth-
er vital support through 

Sundae’s Sprinkle of 
Hope.

Botts Fiorito 
American Legion 

Post #576
53 W. Main St., Le Roy

•

Saturday, March 21
10am - 3pm

2nd Annual Lucky Paws 
Basket Raffle & Vendor 

Show
a fun-filled day of shop-

ping, prizes, food, music, 
and furry friends that you 

won’t want to miss!
Batavia City Centre
102 Main St., Batavia
_________________

ONGOING:
•

Mondays
10:30 - 11am

All Ages Storytimes

Join Miss Melissa or 
Miss Sara for stories and 

songs of a new theme 
each week, plus a mix of 
flannel board activities, 

instruments, and/or 
bubbles! Children 1 - 5 
years old, but siblings 

of all ages are welcome 
to join. Registration is 

appreciated!*
*Registering for one 

will sign you up for the 
remainder of the session, 

Oct. 20 - Dec. 15. This 
gives us a general idea of 
how many people to ex-
pect from week to week.

Woodward 
Memorial Library

7 Wolcott St., Le Roy
•

6 - 10pm
Modern Monday

$10 entry (includes 1 
booster pack of current 

set)
Weekly event:

Sign-ups begin at 5:00 
pm

Round 1 begins promptly 
at 6 pm

Players entering after 6 
pm will receive a round 

1 loss
Format: Modern Con-

structed. 3 rounds
Prizes: Go 3-0 and get 

$15 in Store Credit!
Go 2-1 and get $5 in Store 

Credit!
Additional prizes will be 
awarded based upon 1st, 

2nd, 3rd place running 
leader board for this 

event and set. Final day 
will be last Monday prior 
to pre-release of the next 

set.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy
•

Tuesdays
6 - 8pm

Weekly Flesh & Blood 
Armory

We would love to offer 
the community FaB at 
our play space. We are 

open to hosting whatever 

people are interested in 
playing! Bring a friend or 
group on out and enjoy 

yourselves! Top 6 prizes.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy
•

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering
People are welcome 
to come (in pairs or 

groups) anytime during 
our business hours (1-

7pm) and play free play. 
Sign up for the event 

through the WPN event 
link website. People are 
welcome to do this any 

day (Mon-Sun) between 
1-7pm. D&D, Pokémon, 

YuGiOh, or any other 
family friendly game play 

also welcomed in our 
game room! 

Contact us via call or text 
if you have any questions

(585) 356-7579
Dio’s Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

•

Friday - Sunday
Friday: 7:30 - 10pm

Saturday: 7:30 - 10pm
Sunday: 2 - 4:30pm

Batavia Players 
Presents  

“The Cemetery Club”
Filled with sharp humor, 

honest emotion, and 
deeply human moments, 

The Cemetery Club is a 
heartfelt comedy about 

friendship, grief, and the 
courage it takes to move 
forward. Ivan Menchell’s 
beloved play reminds us 
that life doesn’t stop after 

loss and that laughter, 
love, and connection can 

be found at any stage.
Main St. 56 Theater
56 Main St., Batavia
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Your trusted source for 
local news in print & 

online is now available for 
convenient home delivery!

K E E P  I T 

L O C A L

(585) 343-8000
 438 East Main Street, Batavia, NY 14020  •  M-F, 9am-5pm

6-months
$30*

1-year
$52*

*For All 
Village 

Residents

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

The Buffalo Bills have found their man.
The Bills confirmed Tuesday that they 

have agreed to a five-year extension with 
offensive coordinator Joe Brady to become 
the new head coach of the Buffalo Bills.

Brady interviewed for six other open-
ings this coaching cycle, including the 
Arizona Cardinals, Atlanta Falcons, Balti-
more Ravens, Las Vegas Raiders and Mi-
ami Dolphins.

Brady has spent the last two-plus sea-
sons as the Bills’ OC after taking over as 
the interim OC in 2023 after the firing of 
Ken Dorsey. The Bills ranked fourth and 
second in scoring offense the last two sea-
sons. Bills quarterback Josh Allen won an 
MVP award in 2024, and James Cook won 

the rushing title in 2025 under Brady.
The Bills ranked No. 1 in rushing of-

fense in 2025. However, there was plenty 
to be frustrated with offensively last sea-

son. Buffalo struggled to get any produc-
tion out of the wide receiver room and 
consistently left them with short throws 
and predictable playcalling, making them 
an inconsistent unit throughout the year 
that was prone to laying eggs against lack-
luster opponents, as seen in losses to the 
Dolphins and Falcons.

Still, the analytics are good for Brady. 
Buffalo has ranked No. 2 in success rate, 
No. 2 in estimated points added per drop-
back, No. 1 in EPA per rush, and No. 1 in 
EPA per play in non-garbage time.

Albert Breer said on X after the move 
about the hiring of Brady, “...There was a 
HC as CEO piece of every candidate’s in-
terview with Buffalo, Brady hit a home run 
on that. And Brady’s promotion allows for 
scheme continuity, and easy alignment 

with GM Brandon Beane (who made this 
call), and the scouts.”

There have been no announcements yet 
on who, if anyone, will be retained among 
the Bills’ coaching staff, but with an inter-
nal promotion, some continuity should be 
expected.

Brady has previously served as the Bills 
QB coach in 2022, the OC of the Carolina 
Panthers from 2020-20221, the passing 
game coordinator and wide receiver coach 
of the 2019 LSU Tigers that won the nation-
al championship behind an offense led by 
Joe Burrow, Ja’Marr Chase and Justin Jef-
ferson, an offensive assistant for the New 
Orleans Saints from 2017-2018, a graduate 
assistant for Penn State from 2015-2016 
and a linebacker coach for The College of 
William & Mary from 2013-2014.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The GLOW region has been well repre-
sented this season on the Nazareth Univer-
sity men’s basketball team, as Merritt Holly 
Jr. from Le Roy, Josh Harter from Avon, and 
Dylan Pohl from Alexander all have spots 
on the active roster.

The Nazareth team has been having 
a stellar season, currently sitting at 11-4 
overall.

Holly has been a major contributor for 
the Golden Flyers since arriving at the col-
legiate level, as during his freshman sea-
son last year he earned Empire 8 Rookie 
of the Year honors, was a US Basketball 
Writers Association Rookie of the Year and 
honorable mention selection, and led the 
team in both total rebounds with 198 and 
rebounds per game with 7.3, which ranked 
him seventh overall in the entire Empire 8 
conference.

Now in his sophomore season, Holly 
has been a regular starter, averaging a dou-
ble-double so far with 14 points and 10.1 
rebounds per game.

In high school at Le Roy, Holly was a 
three-sport athlete who played basketball, 

football, and golf. In basketball, he was a 
three-time LCAA All-Star, a NYS Class B 
First-Team All-State selection, a Ronald 
McDonald All-Star, and finished as Le 
Roy’s all-time leading scorer with 1,745 to-
tal points. In golf, he earned LCAA All-Star 
honors, and in football, he was a member 

of the team that won the 2023 Section V 
Class C championship.

Harter had quite the career at Avon, 
being a three-sport athlete in basketball, 
soccer, and golf. In basketball, he was a 
two-time LCAA Player of the Year, a three-
time LCAA All-Star, set the Section V re-

cord for most 3-pointers scored in a single 
game with 14, and finished as Avon’s all-
time leader in assists and second all-time 
in points. The River Hawks won three sec-
tional championships with Harter at the 
helm.

Now in his freshman season at Naza-
reth, he has been averaging 1.5 points, 0.8 
rebounds, and 2.3 assists per game.

Pohl also finds himself in his freshman 
season at Nazareth after an incredible 
career at Alexander. During his last sea-
son with the Trojans, he averaged a dou-
ble-double with 20 points and 12 rebounds 
per game. He led the team to its first sec-
tional championship in program history, 
earning sectional tournament MVP hon-
ors in Class C2 that year. He was also a two-
time GR All-Star and a Ronald McDonald 
All-Star his senior year.

Thus far in his first year with the Naza-
reth Golden Flyers, Pohl has averaged 1.5 
points and 1.1 rebounds per game.

This trio of GLOW region athletes will 
look to continue contributing to the Gold-
en Flyers’ success both this season and be-
yond.

Trio of GLOW Region Athletes at Forefront 
of Nazareth Men’s Basketball Team

PHOTO CREDIT: MELISSA BROOKS, MARK GUTMAN
Pictured is Josh Harter from Avon (left), Merritt Holley Jr. from Le Roy (middle), and 
Dylan Pohl from Alexander (right).

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

It came as a shock to many on Monday 
morning last week when the Bills organiza-
tion announced that it would be relieving 
long-tenured head coach Sean McDermott 
of his duties following the team’s 33-30 loss 
to the Broncos in the Divisional Round the 
previous Saturday.

Understandable outrage from fans and 
players alike ensued during the fallout of 
this decision, with many noting that if only 
one could stay between McDermott and 
GM Brandon Beane, then the organization 
went the wrong way.

Despite the sadness surrounding Mc-
Dermott’s firing, after coming to terms with 
the decision over the past few days, there 
is justification to be found in this decision, 
and here is why.

The duo of McDermott and Beane have 
been in tandem for a long time. It’s proba-
ble that many fans from the Carolinas look 
back fondly on how exciting the 2015 Pan-
thers season was with MVP Cam Newton 
and a top defense led by names such as 
Luke Kuechly and Josh Norman.

McDermott, the Panthers Defensive Co-
ordinator at the time, got a good chunk of 
credit for the team’s success in that era. De-
servedly so, as he took a group that didn’t 
have a lot of previous star power outside of 

Kuechly and turned it into Thieves Ave.
Many of the Panthers defensive Pro Bowl 

and All-Pro selections that season, Nor-
man, Kawann Short, Thomas Davis, and 
Kurt Coleman, all saw some of their best 
years as pro defenders under the direction 
of McDermott.

Beane was the Panthers Assistant Gen-
eral Manager at the time and previously 
served as the team’s Director of Football 
Operations. He was in the front office to see 
multiple big names come into the organi-
zation through draft and trade, including 
Newton, Kuechly, and Greg Olsen.

When the duo got hired to come to Buf-
falo, expectations were certainly high, and 
early on they certainly delivered.

Buffalo made their first playoff appear-
ance since 1999 in the duos first year at the 
helm of the team, and followed that up with 
a homerun draft pick in Josh Allen.

Over the past nine seasons since, the Bills 
have posted a league leading 73-27 win-loss 
record and established a winning culture 
that the team hasn’t felt in decades.

However, with Allen well in his prime, 
even winning MVP honors last season, the 
team’s lack of Super Bowl appearances is 
certainly jarring.

Who’s to blame for that lack of champion-
ship success can be shifted in a multitude of 
ways. However, when speaking specifically 

on McDermott, he has shown that the de-
fensive prowess he was hired for based on 
his Panthers days has not delivered when it 
matters most.

The Bills have dropped playoff games to 
the Chiefs in four of their recent playoff ap-
pearances, with all four being high scoring, 
down to the wire games. While it was a hard 
ask to try and slow down Mahomes in those 
years, granted, the defenses lack of ability to 
close out those games is extremely notable.

With Mahomes finally out of the way this 
past playoff run, what was the excuse to let 
Denver put up 33 points and end the Bills 
best chance at a title in the JA era so far?

There is none, frankly, and while some 
can understandably point fingers at Al-
len’s four turnovers in that game as well, 
the offense and special teams still scored 30 
points, which should be more than enough 
to win a game if the defense holds up its 
end.

If recent offseason events league wide 
should show fans anything, it’s that having 
a good team for a long time means nothing 
without bringing home the Lombardi.

Other recent examples of team’s walking 
away from long tenured coaches include 
the Steelers letting Mike Tomlin step down, 
and the Ravens parting ways with John Har-
baugh.

Tomlin never had a losing season as the 
Steelers head coach and certainly had his 
share of success with the team, with the 
pinnacle being when he coached them to a 
Super Bowl win in 2008. However, the years 
since then have been filled with one disap-
pointment after another, including a 2020 
season where the team started out 11-0 just 
to drop four of their last five games and lose 
to the Browns in their first playoff matchup.

Harbaugh also saw success in the early 
days of his time in Baltimore, winning a Su-
per Bowl with the squad in 2013. However, 
a similar pattern presents itself as after that 
championship win, the team has had multi-
ple disappointing ends to its season in a row 
and has failed to capitalize on recent reg-
ular season success behind two-time MVP 
Lamar Jackson.

McDermott has less to show for his time 
in Buffalo than those two in that sense, as 
Tomlin and Harbaugh’s long-time tenures 
could at least be better justified by early Su-
per Bowl success.

This seems to be a similar line of thinking 
the Bills front office had when making the 
decision to let him go, as the sentiment is 
reflected in an announcement from team 
owner Terry Pegula last Monday:

“Sean has done an admirable job leading 
our football team for the past 9 seasons. But 
I feel we are need of a new structure with-
in our leadership to give this organization 
the best opportunity to take our team to the 

next level. We owe that to our players and 
Bills Mafia,” Pegula said within the state-
ment.

While no one can ever take away what 
McDermott has done for the city of Buffa-
lo and the Bills organization, the team has 
clearly taken the position with his firing that 
they need more than just regular season 
wins.

Now when looking at Beane, his track re-
cord has shown effectiveness running the 
front office. While it’s hard to hit on a draft 
pick as well as Josh Allen, it wouldn’t be fair 
to say that was his only successful addition 
to the team’s roster.

Outside of Pro Bowl draft selections 
James Cook, Dawson Knox, and 2022 off-
season departee Tremaine Edmunds, 
first round additions such as Ed Oliver, 
Greg Rousseau, and Dalton Kincaid when 
healthy have become important impact 
players for this team.

Beane also helped put together the trade 
that brought wide receiver Stefon Diggs to 
the team in 2020, and despite a somewhat 
bitter parting, was a two-time All-Pro selec-
tion and a Pro Bowler every season he was 
in Buffalo.

While his overall draft record isn’t stellar, 
and free agent signings such as Von Miller 
and Joey Bosa certainly didn’t pan out as 
much as Bills fans would have hoped, he 
has proven to be able to provide McDermott 
with plenty of talent to win games.

How the rest of the offseason unfolds, 
and how newly hired head coach Joe Brady 
does in his first year at the helm of the team, 
will truly start to show more as to if the Bills 
made the right choice.

Beane and the front office are now cer-
tainly under the microscope, as they abso-
lutely need to have a stellar draft this year, 
and definitely need to bolster the roster 
trough trade and free agency as well.

But based on everything that the duo of 
Beane and McDermott has done both be-
fore the Bills and during, the team has made 
a choice that might be more justifiable than 
they have recently been given credit for.

Bills Hire OC Joe Brady as New Head Coach

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Bills OC Joe Brady was announced as the 
new Bills head coach on Tuesday.

ZERILLO: Finding Justification for the Bills Decision 
to Release McDermott and Retain Beane

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Bills head coach Sean McDermott takes 
the field at St. John Fisher during train-
ing camp in 2025. McDermott was fired 
as Bills HC last Monday.
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Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

Le Roy boys basketball con-
tinues to find ways to win.

The comeback kids of the 
2025-26 season put together 
another big second half on 
Friday to knock off their rivals, 
Caledonia-Mumford, 53-44.

“Oh, this was big. This is 
a divisional game, not just a 
rivalry game,” Le Roy head 
coach Mike Battaglia said. 
“You know, I went back and 
watched that first film, and 
I told the kids, ‘They never 
stopped coming for 32 min-
utes.’ Josh (Cal-Mum head 
coach Josh Shelton) does a 
great job coaching them; their 
effort is off the charts, and they 
play well as a team. I said, so 
we got to bring it. (We had) 22 
points at halftime; we talked 
about taking care of the ball 
better and being more respon-
sible in that zone. I thought we 
did those two things. We didn’t 
shoot the ball great, but we did 
enough, and I’m happy.”

Le Roy once again found 
itself in a hole early on, with 
the Raiders leading 15-11 after 
one. Cal-Mum maintained a 
25-22 edge into halftime be-
fore the Oatkan Knights came 
alive in the second half yet 
again.

Brayden Chase led the sec-
ond-half surge, scoring 13 of 
his game-high 19 points as 
part of the rally.

“I just always try to push in 
transition, see if they look for 
me, and I’m always open for a 
layup,” Chase said. “I try to get 
ahead of their defense to get 
a free bucket in transition to 
calm the offense down a little. 
So, I gave a lot of effort pushing 
transition, getting to the rim 
and just making layups.”

Everyone on the Le Roy side 
knew it had a second gear to 
reach at halftime.

“I think we just didn’t have 
enough energy. We looked 
slow, dead,” Chase said. 
“Coach talked to us, we need-
ed more energy, more enthu-
siasm. So we just stepped that 
up, and it showed with how 
many points were scored the 
rest of the game.”

That was far from the case 
in the second half, as Le Roy 
outscored Cal-Mum 31-19 in 
the final 16 minutes. Battaglia 
credits his team’s depth and 
mindset for being able to rally 
on Friday and all season long.

“I think it’s a couple of 
things. We got eight or nine 
guys that we can trust on the 
floor,” Battaglia said. “He 
(Shelton) was trying to play 
kind of 6.5 (guys) tonight. And 
it’s why I said, keep running. 
They were getting back, but I 
said, ‘You know what, they’re 
going to get tired.’ They can’t 
run like that for four quarters; 
make them run. So I think our 
depth helps us. Tonight I told 
them, when you give really 
good effort for 16 straight min-
utes, teams are going to start 
breaking down. It’s happened 
to us, so we can force that on 
other teams. The other night, 
down 15, we didn’t give up. 
Tonight, we got down, and 
they said on the bench, ‘Just 
keep playing.’ It was positive. 
They weren’t getting down on 
each other. They really stuck 
together, and that seems to be 

this motto we’re developing 
as a team as we head for the 
stretch, and I’m excited about 
that.”

Le Roy’s Matthew Hockey 
added that his team finds an-
other gear to come alive in the 
second half.

“I think we’ve just kind of 
been a second-half team so 
far this season,” Hockey said. 
“We got off to a slow start, and 
in the locker room at half-
time, we talked to each other, 
coach talked to us, and really, 
we just got together as a group 
and started playing together, 
moving the ball, and getting 
the energy up, and that always 
helps us in the second half. 
That’s how we’ve been able to 
have these comeback wins as 
of late.”

Grady Gilligan had a dou-
ble-double for Le Roy with 12 
points, including two 3-point-
ers, 10 rebounds and two 
blocks. Aidan Weaver added 
11 points, six rebounds and 
two blocks.

Jagger Smith chipped in six 
points and four assists, while 
Cole Tonzi tallied five points, 
three rebounds and four as-
sists.

Hockey was scoreless, but 
dished out seven assists and 
had a pair of two rebounds. 
Chase added two rebounds 
and two assists in the win.

Tyler Potter led the Raid-
ers with 13 points and six re-

bounds, while Sean McNear 
recorded 12 points and eight 
rebounds.

Christian Backus added 
seven points, Jacob Wiley 
posted five points, Austin 
Metzger had four points and 
Aaron Blaker had three points 
for the Raiders.

“We played a really good 
first half on both sides of the 
ball,” Cal-Mum head coach 
Josh Shelton said. “Offen-
sively, I thought we did a nice 
job of moving the ball against 
their zone and made some big 
shots. On the defensive end, I 
thought we executed our scout 
very well early on. Overall, Ja-
cob Wiley had a phenomenal 
defensive game for us. Matt 
Hockey is one of the top point 
guards in our league, averag-
ing 14 pts, and Jake held him 
scoreless tonight. Unfortu-
nately for us, Brayden Chase 

had a big third quarter, and we 
struggled to make shots in the 
second half. Credit to Coach 
Battaglia and their defense.”

As Le Roy continues to stack 
comeback wins, the team’s 
confidence in overcoming any 
deficit grows.

“I think it’s just that we 
know together as a group we 
can beat anybody that is on the 
other side of the court,” Hock-
ey said. “And when we play 
together, we can do really great 
things out here. There’s really 
no point differential that we 
can’t come back from. I’m glad 
we’ve seen it now, early in the 
season, because come play-
off time, it’s really going to be 
good to know that we can face 
that adversity as a group and 
get the wins when we need to.”

“We know that we can come 
back from any point,” Chase 
said. “We think it’s possible. 

So now we know that we can’t 
keep our heads down. Heads 
are always up, and we know 
if we work hard and play as a 
team, we can come back from 
anything and win. That’ll help 
us in sectionals.”

Battaglia is excited that his 
team has been tested in big 
games and atmospheres so far 
this season, as it prepares for a 
deep postseason push.

“That’s what you need,” 
he said. “Like the other night 
down in Arkport (against Hor-
nell), here (Friday) it was kind 
of a sectional-like atmosphere 
with the intensity. And I love 
that because the kids are get-
ting used to playing that, and 
they’re getting used to being 
successful in it. So that’s really 
what I want to see the rest of 
the way.”

Chase Leads Another Late-Game Push for Le Roy 
Boys Basketball in Win Over Rival Cal-Mum

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The Caledonia-Mumford cheerlead-
ing squad traveled to participate in the 
Fillmore Winter Cheer Off competition 
on Saturday. The Raiders captured first 
place in Division 3 Class D2 with an ex-
cellent performance.

“After another tough week of chang-
es, the varsity Raider cheerleaders 
pulled together to deliver their best 
performance yet, earning their first win 
of the season,” Cal-Mum head coach 
Michelle Carson said. “These ladies 
keep showing up and getting better and 
better. I’m proud of their determination 
and the progress we’ve been making in 
our stunting.”

Next up, the Raiders will head to 
Canandaigua for the New York State 
Spectacular Cheerleading Competition 
on Saturday, Jan. 31.

Cal-Mum Takes 
First Place at 

Fillmore Winter 
Cheer Off

PHOTO PROVIDED: MICHELLE CARSON
Cal-Mum took first place at Fillmore’s 
Winter Cheerleading Competition on 
Saturday.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The Le Roy girls basketball team completed 
the comeback after trailing on the scoreboard 
for the first three quarters to win against rival 
Caledonia-Mumford on Thursday night, with a 
final score of 29-24.

This was the second meeting between these 
two teams this season, with Cal-Mum winning 
the first. However, Le Roy was able to even 
things out tonight with the win on its home 
court.

The Raiders took control quickly, jumping 
to a double-digit lead early in the first quarter. 
However, the Oatkan Knights would slow-
ly start to chip away at the deficit towards the 
end of the first and on into the second quarter, 
with the half ending at a much closer 15-13 Cal-
Mum lead.

Things stayed tight for the third and fourth 
quarters, with things evened out at a tie enter-
ing the final quarter. A combination of great in-
side scoring and solid defense led the Oatkan 
Knights to take its first lead of the night early 
in the fourth, and despite some close calls, the 
team was able to hold on and pull away for the 
win.

Bailey Caton scored a team-high 11 points 
for the Oatkan Knights, including a clutch 
3-pointer that helped the team close the gap 
against Cal-Mum’s early lead. She also picked 
up five steals.

Maddie Paddock finished with four points 
and was a force underneath the basket, fighting 
for seven total rebounds.

Cora Weaver also had a big night, finishing 
with six points, six rebounds, and four steals.

MaKenna Gallo with five points, four re-
bounds and a steal, and Lily Mackenzie with 
three points, also contributed to the win.

Le Roy head coach Anthony Macaluso was 
happy with how his team bounced back after 
Cal-Mum took an early lead.

“That’s something we kind of preach all sea-
son long, about being able to ride those waves,” 
Macaluso said. “We kind of just stayed even 
keel the whole time, kept doing our defensive 
and offensive principles, and eventually were 
able to wear into the lead and take the lead to-
wards the end of the game there.”

Macaluso thought Le Roy executed the game 
plan well in the second meeting.

“They run a lot of good stuff, and they set a lot 
of good off-ball screens and a lot of back screens 
and cuts. And first game (against Cal-Mum this 
season), it gave us a lot of trouble. And honestly, 

this game, it gave us trouble too,” Macaluso said. 
“A big piece of our game plan going into this 
game was obviously limit the points for number 
four (Olivia Amorese) and number five (Leigh 
Nickerson), and you know, they’re good play-
ers, and you can only limit them so much. But 
I thought we went to the game plan pretty well, 
being able to take them away and just really not 
let them get comfortable running their sets.”

Paddock, who had a great defensive game 
for the Oatkan Knights, discussed the conver-
sations she and her teammates had once they 
found themselves down on the scoreboard ear-
ly, and how they kept their heads in the game to 
ultimately come back and win.

“When we got in the huddle in the locker 
room, we talked about our goals, and we just 
stayed positive through the whole thing. We re-
ally wanted to win, and I think we transferred 
that to the court well, picking each other up 
when someone fell, we’d get them up, and we’d 
just hype them up. Especially our defense. We 
talk a lot about defense. We like to hype up our 
defense a lot, and I think that helped us get a 
lead,” Paddock said.

Paddock noted that the team as a whole 
really stepped up to get the win against tough 
defense, with the Cal-Mum defense keying on 
shutting down Le Roy’s top scoring threats.

“They definitely shut me and Bailey (Caton) 
down pretty well. I think they practiced that 
coming into it, and I think it was just good for 
other players tonight to step up, and all of us to 
want the win. Just all of us around picking each 
other up again, and wanting to beat them,” Pad-
dock said.

Shea Drazkowski and Leigh Nickerson led 
Cal-Mum with seven points each. Drazkowski 

also added five rebounds.
Olivia Amorese, with six points and five re-

bounds, and Kennedy Williams and Avalyn 
McArdle, with two points each, also played 
well.

“Tough one tonight against Le Roy. We got 
off to a good start but couldn’t get enough shots 
to fall the rest of the way,” Cal-Mum head coach 
Griffin Mervine said.

With the win, Le Roy girls basketball contin-
ues a very impressive second half to its regular 
season. Macaluso attributes that success to the 
team’s work ethic.

“We got a young team,” Macaluso said. “We 
have no seniors on the team, and that was part 
of it in the first half (of the season). Obviously, 
we were still learning. You know, me being the 
first-year coach here, they’re learning a new 
system, they’re really learning how to play the 
varsity speed, and we’re starting to catch up 
with all that. And you know, it’s really a tribute 
to these girls, because every practice we come 
in, and they don’t take practices off. I never feel 
like a practice goes wasted. So, it’s really a credit 
to them and how they handle each practice and 
prepare for each game.”

Wednesday’s results:
CALEDONIA-MUMFORD 43, WAY-

LAND-COHOCTON 25
Cal-Mum (4-9): Olivia Amorese 22 points, 10 

rebounds, 6 steals; Shea Drazkowski 6 points, 6 
rebounds, 4 steals; Ava McArdle 6 points; Leigh 
Nickerson 5 points, 8 rebounds, 6 blocks; Ken-
nedy Williams 4 points, 3 steals

Way-Coh (1-13): No stats submitted.
Coach’s quote: “Happy to pick up the win 

tonight,” Cal-Mum head coach Griffin Mervine 
said. “We struggled to make shots for the first 
part of the game but went on a nice run at the 
end of the third and beginning of the fourth 
quarter to pull away. Tough divisional matchup 
with Geneseo on Friday.”

DANSVILLE 54, LE ROY 40
Dansville (10-2): Taylor Hamsher 16 points, 

12 rebounds, 7 assists, 4 steals; Samanth O’Con-
nor 20 points, 8 rebounds, assist, 4 steals; Mor-
gan Ball 6 points, 6 rebounds, assist, 2 steals; 
Kassidy Cole 5 rebounds; Colleen Metcalfe 7 
points, 3, rebounds, 2 assists, 3 steals; Allison 
O’Connor 5 points, 4 rebounds, assist; Jaylynn 
Bridge 3 rebounds

Le Roy (7-6): Bailey Caton 11 points; Mak-
enna Gallo 7 points; Cora Weaver 7 points; Lilly 
MacKenzie 5 points; Molly Chase 5 points, 9 re-
bounds; Maddie Paddock 3 points, 7 rebounds; 
Abbey Valdes 2 points, 3 rebounds

Le Roy Girls Basketball Rallies to Claim 
Victory Against Rival Cal-Mum

SAMUEL ZERILLO/ 
THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE

Le Roy’s Cora Weaver splits the Cal-Mum 
defense to go up with the close shot.

PHOTO PROVIDED: MICHELLE CARSON
The 2025-26 Cal-Mum cheerleading 
team.
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Mon-Thurs 10-8, Fri 10-5, Sat 10-2 
Come & see what’s happening at the library! 

www.WoodwardMemorialLibrary.org

Discover, Learn & Connect @

Explore our diverse programs for all
ages and find your next favorite activity!

Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

CALEDONIA — The duo 
of Sean McNear and Tyler 
Potter was unstoppable in a 
Caledonia-Mumford boys 
basketball victory against 
Dansville on Tuesday night, 
with a final score of 62-37.

McNear posted a game 

high 25 points while secur-
ing 10 rebounds to capture 
an impressive double-dou-
ble.

Tyler Potter was not too 
far behind, scoring 21 points 
of his own while adding on 
six rebounds and five assists.

Teammate Jacob Wiley 
also contributed in a big way 

to the Cal-Mum win, post-
ing nine points and six re-
bounds.

“Great team win. Defen-
sively, we played really well 
tonight and that got our tran-
sition offense going as well. 
We outscored them 22-9 
and 18-9 in the second and 
third quarters with our tran-
sition and great ball move-
ment against their zone in 
the halfcourt. You never 
know what you’re going to 
get coming off of a snow day 
and no practice leading up to 
this game, but I’m proud of 
the way our team played to-
night,” Cal-Mum head coach 
Josh Shelton said.

For Dansville, top per-
formers included Karson 
Calvert with 12 points, Clay 
Rigdon with seven points, 
Gavin Halbert with six 
points, Sean Everett with 
five points, Cody Moran with 
four points, and Mason For-
rester with three points.

Cal-Mum moves to 7-5 
with the win and is set to 
next play Geneseo (12-2) at 
home, starting 7 p.m. Friday.

Dansville drops to 4-9 
and will move on to play 
Bath-Haverling (3-12) on the 
road, starting 7 p.m. Friday.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com

The Le Roy boys basketball 
team put together another 
impressive win on Tuesday 
night, as a strong group effort 
propelled the team over oppo-
nent Wayland-Cohocton with 
a final score of 70-58.

The game started out with 
things staying close on the 
scoreboard throughout the 
first half, with the Oatkan 
Knights taking a narrow 17-14 
lead after the first quarter and 
taking a 34-27 lead into half-
time.

The Le Roy team continued 
its trend of big second halves 
however, as the team would 
drive up its lead to 54-37 by the 
end of the third, and finished 
strong in the fourth by putting 
up 16 points in the quarter to 
secure the win.

There were multiple big 
performances that factored 

into the to the win for Le Roy, 
including Aidan Weaver post-
ing a team-high 15 pts while 
adding on eight rebounds and 
two steals.

Matthew Hockey record-
ed 13 points including four 
3-pointers, as well as six assists 
and four steals.

Brayden Chase dropped 13 
points of his own including a 
3-pointer, and also grabbed six 
assists and three steals.

Grady Gilligan had a great 
night defensively with 12 re-
bounds and two blocks. He 
also notched seven points 
during the game.

Cole Tonzi was another 
Oatkan Knight who climbed 
to double digit scoring totals, 
posting 10 points including a 
3-pointer, and four steals.

Jagger Smith with nine 
points, six rebounds and two 
assists, Jameson Zitz with two 
points, three rebounds and 

two assists, and Brady Mc-
Clurg with a point, also played 
well.

For Way-Coh, Cole Hanggi 
had a great performance, post-
ing a game-high 20 points.

Also playing well was Josh 
Stanley, who scored a career 
high 17 points, and Alex Fe-

dorchuk with 15 points.
“We played a solid first 

half after not getting into the 
gym since Thursday due to 
the weather. We made some 
uncharacteristic defensive 
mistakes that I feel like we usu-
ally don’t make. Leroy is a well-
coached team, and we can’t 
make those mistakes against 

that type of team. We knew 
that they had a solid zone, but 
we just couldn’t get the ball 
moving against it. I’m super 
proud of Josh Stanley for step-
ping up and making big plays 
on both ends of the floor when 
needed tonight,” Way-Coh 
head coach Brandon Davis 
said about the loss to Le Roy.

Le Roy jumps to 10-5 af-
ter winning four of its last five 
games, and will next play Avon 
(8-5) on the road, starting 
7 p.m. Friday.

Wayland-Cohocton drops 
to 5-7 with the loss and will 
look to bounce back against 
Livonia (3-12) on the road, 
starting 7 p.m. Friday.

Le Roy Boys Basketball Captures Big Win Against Wayland-Cohocton

PHOTO PROVIDED: MIKE BATTAGLIA
Le Roy grabbed a win against Way-Coh on Tuesday.

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

Byron-Bergen/Le Roy 
swept the board on Friday, 
taking the boys and girls titles 
at the Genesee Region Swim-
ming Championships held at 
Gates-Chili High School.

It was the sixth straight GR 
title for the B-B/LR girls and 
the third straight league title 
for the boys.

Carter Fix led the charge for 
the boys team that racked up 
585 points in their champion-
ship win.

Fix scored a win in the 200 
free in 1 minute 47.08 sec-
onds, making the state cut for 
the New York State Swimming 
and Diving Championships 
in March. He also won the 
500 freestyle (5 minutes 3.72 
seconds) and anchored both 
the first-place 200 free relay (1 
minute 35.91 seconds) and the 
400 free relay (3 minutes 31.13 
seconds). He was named the 
Boys Swimmer of the Meet.

Jack Walker added a win in 
the 100 backstroke (58.95 sec-
onds) and was on the winning 
400 freestyle relay alongside 
Fix, Liam Grayson and Mala-
cai McGrath.

Fix, Grayson and McGrath 
were also on the 200 free relay 
win with Colton Erion round-
ing out the quartet.

Depth aided in the victory, 
with Walker adding a third-
place finish in the 100 butter-
fly (1 minute 0.67 seconds), 
Grayson placing third in the 
200 IM (2 minutes 16.79 sec-

onds), McGrath earning third 
in the 100 freestyle (54.27 sec-
onds) and Levi McGrath plac-
ing third in the 500 freestyle (5 
minutes 43.80 seconds).

The B-B/LR girls won with 
471 points, powered by con-
sistent podium finishes across 
individual and relay events.

Gianna Graff placed sec-
ond in the 200 free (2 minutes 
17.77 seconds), while her 
sister Lila Graff took third (2 
minutes 29.46 seconds). In the 

200 IM, Rena Wilson earned 
third place (2 minutes 47.05 
seconds). Grace Mundell fin-
ished third in the 100 free (1 
minute 3.82 seconds), and 
Lila Graff added another third-
place finish in the 500 free (6 
minutes 41.87 seconds). Re-
lay depth was a strength, as 
Ruth Kuipers, Wilson, Ainsley 
Kent, and Katy Erion placed 
third in the 200 medley relay 
(2 minutes 16.06 seconds) and 
the team of Gianna Graff, Kui-

pers, Katy Erion and Mundell 
placed second in the 400 free 
relay (4 minutes 26.93 sec-
onds).

Pembroke/Alexander de-
livered a strong showing, fin-
ishing third in the boys stand-
ings (455 points) and second 
in the girls standings (410 
points).

On the girls side, Addison 
Winters won the 50 freestyle in 
27.51 seconds and placed sec-
ond in the 100 free in 1 minute 
1.65 seconds. Rose Reisdorf 
captured first in the 200 IM in 
2 minutes 32.84 seconds and 
second in the 100 backstroke 
(1 minute 9.46 seconds).

Madison Bock won the 100 
breaststroke for Pembroke/
Alexander in 1 minute 17.88 
seconds. In the 200 medley re-
lay, it was a first-place finish for 
Pembroke/Alexander as well. 
Reisdorf, Bock, Allison Zika 
and Winters finished in 2 min-
utes 8.71 seconds. The team 
also was second in the 200 free 
relay behind Winters, Made-
lyn Groves, Reisdorf and Bock 
(1 minute 53.23 seconds).

Silas Calderon won the boys 
200 IM in 2 minutes 14.87 sec-
onds to help lead the charge. 
Jacob Johnson placed second 
in the 100 freestyle (53.73 sec-
onds), and the boys finished 
second in the 200 free relay, 
with Calderon, Harper Camp-
bell, Patrick Reeves Jr. and 
Johnson finishing in 1 min-
ute 37.28 seconds. P/A also 
took third in the 400 free relay 
behind a 3-minute 39.45-sec-
ond swim by Johnson, Adam 

Dolph, Reeves and Calderon.
Oakfield-Alabama/Elba 

finished third overall in the 
girls standings with 394 points, 
fueled by standout individual 
performances and dominant 
relays.

Tori Davis starred for the 
Sharks, winning the 100 but-
terfly in 1 minute 7.13 sec-
onds and the 100 backstroke 
in 1 minute 1.23 seconds. She 
also anchored the first-place 
200 free relay (1 minute 49.16 
seconds) and 400 free relay (4 
minutes 8.28 seconds). Her 
performance earned her the 
Girls Swimmer of the Meet.

Vivian Hilchey won the 
100 freestyle in 58.69 seconds 
for the Sharks, while Sarah 
Pritchett placed second in the 
200 IM (2 minutes 37.95 sec-
onds) and second in the 500 
freestyle (6 minutes 22.36 sec-
onds). Hilchey, Pritchett and 
Brooke Schramm joined Davis 
to round out the teams in both 
the 200 and 400 free relay wins.

O-A/E, which has just one 
boys swimmer, finished in 
seventh place with 19 points. 
Levi Miller took seventh in the 
100 free with a time of 1 minute 
6.10 seconds, and 10th in the 
50 free in 29.64 seconds to pro-
vide the scoring.

Harley Allendale Columbia 
was second in the boys stand-
ings (470 points) and fourth 
in the girls standings (200 
points).

Landon Krul won the boys 
100 butterfly (57.90 seconds), 
Jake Wallace captured the 50 
free (22.58 seconds) and 100 

free (51.24 seconds). HAC 
also won the 200 medley relay 
with Andrew Fouraker, Adelai 
Herberger, Krul and Wallace (1 
minute 46.58 seconds).

Leah Muisus won the girls 
200 freestyle for HAC in 2 min-
utes 16.69 seconds, while Elisa 
Bassi-Rosello added a win in 
the 500 free (6 minutes 5.85 
seconds).

Notre Dame/Batavia was 
fourth in the boys standings 
(108) and finished sixth in the 
girls standings (126 points).

Lily Bellamy was the best 
finisher for ND/Batavia on 
the night, placing third in the 
girls 100 fly in 1 minute 9.54 
seconds and third in the 100 
backstroke in 1 minute 14.15 
seconds.

Attica finished fifth in the 
girls (152 points) and boys 
standings (98 points). Sam 
Dunlap was a key contributor, 
placing second in the boys 50 
freestyle (23.69 seconds) and 
second in the 100 fly (59.03 
seconds). The girls 400 free re-
lay team of Quinn Jerge, Nadia 
Wesolowski, Ellie Meyer and 
Madelyn Burger placed fourth 
(4 minutes 59.85 seconds).

Wheatland-Chili placed 
sixth in the boys standings (80 
points) and seventh in the girls 
standings (68 points).

All boys teams will prepare 
for the Section V Swimming 
and Diving Championships in 
their respective classifications. 
The girls teams will look for-
ward to the Genesee Region/
Niagara Orleans Champion-
ships.

McNear, Potter Propel Cal-Mum 
Boys Basketball Over Dansville

Byron-Bergen/Le Roy Swimming & Diving Claims Boys, Girls GR Titles

PHOTO CREDIT: SARA STOCKWELL
Byron-Bergen/Le Roy’s Carter Fix (left) and Oakfield-Al-
abama/Elba’s Tori Davis (right) were the Swimmers of 
the Meet at the GR Championships on Friday.


