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Fire Destroys Home
Fire� ghters quell blaze amid 
frigid temperatures and ice
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By ALYSSA HILL
Special to the Le Roy Weekend Gazette

A simple mailbox in 
the front yard of Tim and 
Heather Hogle’s home has 
become a symbol of holiday 
magic for local children.

Since 2020, the Hogles 
have been collecting let-
ters to Santa Claus and 
responding to each one, 
provided it comes with a 
self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. What began as a 
small idea during a camp-
ground Christmas event 
has grown into an annual 
tradition, complete with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus ap-
pearances at community 
gatherings.

“When 2020 happened, 

we thought it would be 
a good idea to help keep 
some of the normalcy in 
those days for the kiddos,” 
Holly Hogle said.

That first year, the Ho-
gles received over 200 let-
ters. Though numbers have 
since dropped, the tradi-
tion has not.

“We still have a great 
time doing them,” Hogle 
said, adding that letters 
have even come from out of 
state, including as far away 
as Arkansas and Texas. “We 
have a blast doing them and 
checking the mailbox each 
night.”

The Hogles, who post 
updates on their “Hogle 
Claus” Facebook page, set 

up the giant red mailbox on 
Thanksgiving night. It’s a 
tradition that now includes 
appearances at local events 
like the Le Roy Winterfest 
Christmas tree lighting and 
area fire department gath-
erings. Heather’s mother 
purchased the Santa and 
Mrs. Claus suits that the 
couple wears to spread hol-
iday cheer.

For families with busy 
schedules, Hogle noted 
that there’s also an option 
to email letters.

The experience, Hogle 
says, has brought as much 
joy to the couple as it has to 
the children.

“The experience has 
meant the world to us, see-
ing the joy on the children’s 
faces,” she said. “Some par-
ents have sent us videos 
and pictures of the kiddos 

receiving their letters. The 
smiles are just amazing.”

While most letters bring 
smiles, some carry heavier 
messages. Hogle recalled a 
child who once asked San-
ta to bring back a loved one 
lost to COVID-19.

“It broke our hearts,” she 
said. “We told them that 
unfortunately Santa’s mag-
ic doesn’t work that way, 
but they always had their 
memories.”

Despite the emotional 
moments, the Hogles re-
main committed to spread-
ing holiday cheer.

“The best part has been 
the joy we can spread for 
the holiday season,” Hogle 
said. “There’s been a time 
or two where these kiddos 
can make even Santa and 
Mrs. Claus tear up.”

Santa Mailbox 
Brings Cheer to 
Locals in Le Roy

PROVIDED BY HEATHER HOGLE
Hunter, the Hogel’s son, sits on Mrs. Claus’s lap next to Santa.

PROVIDED BY HEATHER HOGLE
Letters from Santa have been sent out by the Hogels 
since 2020.

A2  Saturday, December 28, 2024 THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE

Call Jayme at (585) 944-7402
or email jqutermous@batavianews.com

How to reach us
438 E. Main St., Batavia NY 14020

PHONE:
585-250-0555

E-MAIL:
gazette@batavianews.com

ADVERTISING: 
sales@batavianews.com

© COPYRIGHT 2024    SMG-BATAVIA

Your hometown guide to news, 
events, local businesses, and more!

General Manager
HEATHER A. ZERILLO

hzerillo@batavianews.com

Managing Editor
BEN BEAGLE

bbeagle@livingstonnews.com

Associate Editor
SAMUEL ZERILLO

szerillo@batavianews.com

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to the Le Roy Weekend Gazette

The Livingston County 
History Department recent-
ly sent these two postcards 
to the Historian’s o�  ce. � e 
postcards are 20 inches long 
and on the back the direc-

tions say that the postcards 
can be mailed for “one cent 
without writing” and “2 cents 
with writing.” It also says that 
the cards can be rolled up to 
be mailed which means that 
the photograph would have 
to be on the inside so the 

address and stamp could be 
placed on the roll. � ere is a 
message on the back of one 
postcard, written in pencil 
although part of the mes-
sage cannot be read. “dear 
brother and all — I thought 
you would like to see Le Roy 
if you cant see the people we 
are all quite ???? bu� alo and 
doing quite well at the milk 
trade it keeps us busy all the 
time trust you are all well 
with love from amaranth.“ 
� ere is no address or stamp. 
The view shows East Main 
Street and Wolcott Street and 
a view looking west along 
the bridge. � ere are some 
familiar details. On the ex-
treme left is the old steeple 
of the Baptist Church and an 
electric light hangs over the 
intersection. Massive elec-
tric poles are on the south 
side of the road and the new 
Soldier’s Monument can be 
seen on Trigon Park. Notice 
that the road on the south 
side of Trigon Park comes 
directly into Wolcott Street. 
Today, the road curves and 
comes into East Main Street 
east of the Monument. You 
can see the new Union Free 
School, built in 1911. Look-

ing down Wolcott Street, on 
the left you can see the old 
Staunton Art Conservatory 
which was the last Ingham 
University building to be 
razed. � e stone was saved 
and used to build the Wood-
ward Memorial Library in 
1929. Notice that the Wolcott 
Street School had not been 
built yet in this photo.

At the time of this pho-
to, the dam was not on the 
south side of the bridge and 
there was no little stone gate 
house. The old stone dam 
was just north of the bridge 
and remnants of it can be 
seen today from the lookout 
on Mill Street parking lot, be-
hind the Post O�  ce . Across 
the bridge is the home of 
Percy Hooker, today known 
as the Creekside Inn. A horse 
and carriage is crossing the 
bridge and on the right is 
a building known as “The 
Dock” which was replaced 
by the US Post O�  ce. A large 
elm tree stands in the front of 
St. Mark’s Church on the ex-
treme right.

� e second view is won-
derful and looks west up 
Main Street with Mill Street 
on the right. This photo-

graph was taken before Main 
Street was paved and there 
are several carriages and 
horses in the photos. Most of 
the buildings are no longer 
standing although the build-
ing on the corner of Mill is 
still there with Kettle’s Gym 
and the Penuel Church. � e 
old Washington Block can 
be seen further west. � ere 
is a sign which hangs over 
the sidewalk and identi� es 
“Burritt’s” store. At the end 
of the bridge on the corner of 
Mill Street is the three-story 
“Dock.” � is building is men-
tioned by Samuel Grannis 
as part of the Underground 
Railroad story, and that 
Frederick Douglass stopped 
here once – although there 
is no collaboration of this 
story. However, the build-
ing was built in the early 
1800s. Notice the store on 
the corner with bushel bas-
kets of vegetables and other 
goods. � e little store next 
to the bridge has an awning 
with printing but the photo 
is not clear enough to read 
– “clocks – cakes – clark ?.“ A 
little more research is need-
ed. Clearly there are lights 
on the bridge and notice 

the large elm trees and the 
steeple of St. Marks Church. 
Percy Hooker’s house on 
the right has double white 
porches with a white balus-
trade on the roof and a small 
white fence along the front of 
the

house. The building at 
this time was stuccoed, and 
the stones were not exposed 
as they are today. These 
two postcards illustrate 
how much Main Street has 
changed in 100 years.

Panoramic views like this 
made by unusual cameras. 
One type of camera actually 
was mounted on a pole and 
moved in a semicircle. � e 
other type of camera allowed 
only the lens to move from 
side to side. � ese cameras 
were popular to photograph 
large groups of people. � e 
American Al-Vista cam-
era was introduced in 1898. 
Eastman Kodak introduced 
a panoramic camera the 
next year in 1898. � e Cirkut 
Camera, patented in 1904, 
and was the camera used by 
professional photographers.

Panoramic 
Views of LeRoy

PHOTO FROM THE LE ROY HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLLECTION

By BRIAN QUINN
bquinn@batavianews.com

LE ROY — A fire on the 
� rst � oor of a 2 1/2-story, Par-
malee Road home destroyed 
the residence Sunday, but 
didn’t injure anyone.

Le Roy firefighters said 
they responded at :2:35 a.m. 
to 8087 Parmalee Rd. for a re-
port of a house � re. � e home-
owner escaped after a smoke 
alarm alerted him to the � re, 
the department said on its 
Facebook page.

“He was able to escape on 
his own. He attempted to � ght 
the fire and was unable to,” 
Assistant Chief Josh Pfendler 
said Monday. � e man tried, 

in vain, to � ght the � re with a 
� re extinguisher.

� e � re is believed to be ac-
cidental, Pfendler said.

“It spread quickly. We be-
lieve the fire started in the 
area of the wood stove. � e 
� rst units on scene reported 
a heavy � re from the second 
� oor,” Pfendler said. “We be-
lieve it was a problem with 
the chimney. He (the home-
owner) doesn’t need any kind 
of assistance. He’s got every-
thing he needs and he’ll be 
� ne with housing.”

Fire� ghters said that, due 
to limited access to the house, 
command requested 4x4 
trucks and UTVs from neigh-

boring departments.
“With the snow and ice it 

made it di�  cult. It’s on a really 
steep hill,” Prendler said. “� e 
town Highway Department 
was able to salt the driveway 
for us, which allowed us to get 
up and down.”

� e � re went to a second 
alarm and nine departments 
responded: Le Roy, Bergen, 
Pavilion, Sta� ord, city of Bat-
avia, Caledonia, town of Bata-
via, Scottsville, Mumford and 
Brockport Fire District. � e Le 
Roy Police Department, Gen-
esee County Sheri� ’s O�  ce, 
Le Roy Ambulance Service, Le 
Roy Fire Auxiliary, and Gene-
see County dispatchers.

Pfendler said firefighters 
cleared the scene around 
6 a.m. He thanked the high-
way department and the state 
Department of Transporta-
tion for doing that as well.

“We had some cleanup to 
do in regards to (preventing) 
freezing � re hoses and things 
like that. It took a lot of man-
power to get the hoses drained 
and prevent them from freez-
ing. We were glad we were 

able to keep all the equipment 
in service. We typically keep 
the water � owing. Once you 
shut o�  the water, that’s when 
it freezes.”

Fire destroys Le Roy residence
Fire� ghters from multiple towns worked amid frigid temperatures and ice

COURTESY OF THE BERGEN FIRE DEPARTMENT
The residence was a total loss after a � re Sunday morning. No injuries were reported at the scene.
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Enjoy  � r New Year ’s Eve firew
 ks.
HAPPY NEW YEAR
Wishing all the best in 2025!

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy
www.calvarybaptistleroy.org

Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.
If you do not already have a church that you attend 

regularly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary 
Baptist Church a try. We have Sunday School for all 

ages at 9am and our Sunday worship service typically 
includes singing a mix of both traditional and contem-
porary songs and hymns, a children’s message, and a 

sermon from the Word of God.  

First Baptist Church of Le Roy
5 E. Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7600
fbcleroy1@gmail.com

Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am.
We have a Wednesday Nigh Bible Study at 5:30pm 

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
All are welcome to attend our weekly service each 

Sunday at 10:00am, ministered by Rev. David Pepper.
Christmas service will be held on the 24th at 7:00pm - 

all are welcome
The Thrift Shop is now closed for the winter, and will 

reopen in the spring. We thank the community for your 
support.

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy

(585) 768-8980
office@leroyumcny.org

www.leroyumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLeRoy/

Living Waters Church
30 Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7570
livingwatersleroy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s 
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy
(585) 768-6543

ourladyofmercyleroy.org
Mass Times:

Saturday Vigil 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:15am, 10:45am, 5:30pm
Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.

Mass times may change in the near future.
YouTube Livestream:

youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyleroy1890/streams

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
1 E. Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7200
www.stmarksleroy.org

Facebook: stmarksleroy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

By GREG KELLOGG
Chief of Police for the Le Roy Police 
Department

� e LeRoy Police Depart-
ment announces the arrest 
of Nathan L. Royse, 33, who 
was taken into custody today 
on charges of Endangering 
the Welfare of a Child, Reck-
less Endangerment 2nd 

Degree, Aggravated Family 
Offense, and Obstructing 
Governmental Adminis-
tration. � ese charges stem 
from an incident that oc-
curred on June 7, 2024.

On that date, O�  cer Filip-
iak and O�  cer Martek of the 
LeRoy Police Department 
attempted a tra�  c stop in-

volving Royse for tra�  c vi-
olations. A vehicle pursuit 
ensued, during which Royse 
crashed his vehicle and � ed 
the scene on foot. Despite 
immediate e� orts, Royse ini-
tially evaded capture.

The investigation was 
later taken over by Officer 
Vangalio of the LeRoy Police 
Department, who worked 
diligently on the case. His 
e� orts included conducting 
numerous interviews, sur-
veillance, and coordinating 
with the U.S. Marshals Ser-
vice. On December 19, 2024, 
Royse was located in Batavia 
and apprehended by the U.S. 
Marshals Service, with the 
support of the Batavia Police 
Department.

Today, Royse was pro-
cessed by the LeRoy Police 
Department on the charges 
stemming from the June 7 in-
cident. We commend O�  cer 

Vangalio for his relentless 
dedication and thorough 
investigative work. Special 
recognition is also extended 
to the U.S. Marshals Service 
and the Batavia Police De-
partment for their amazing 
work getting Royse into cus-
tody safely. � eir profession-
alism and commitment to 
public safety were key to re-
solving this case.

� e LeRoy Police Depart-
ment is continuing its inves-
tigation into individuals who 
may have obstructed the 
investigation or harbored 
Royse during this time. Ad-
ditional arrests are possible 
if evidence supports such 
actions.

� is case underscores the 
importance of collaboration 
between local and federal 
law enforcement agencies 
in ensuring justice and com-
munity safety.

LeRoy Police Arrest Nathan L. Royse on Multiple 
Charges Following Extensive Investigation

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE LE ROY PD
Photo, from left to right: Sgt. J.T. Wolcott, Royse, O�  cer W.E. Riley

It’s the holiday season, 
and for potential robbers 
it’s considered the best 
time of the year to try and 
burgle homes. So, when a 
call came in at just exact-
ly 12 o’clock on Christ-
mas morning regard-
ing a report of someone 
breaking into a Le Roy 
residents house, Le Roy 
police responded quick-
ly to the scene.  

The call came from a 
residence on Elm Street 
in the village, and when 
police approached the 
property there were no 
signs of forced entry, as 
all the doors and win-
dows were still intact. 
Once police entered 
the home, they entered 
the living room to find 
a tall figure in the dark, 
crouched by the Christ-
mas tree.  

Officers, under the as-
sumption that this man 
was trying to rob Christ-
mas presents from the 
family, ordered the indi-
vidual to put his hands 
up and step away from 
the gifts. Once it was 
deemed safe to do so, the 
officers flipped on the 
lights in the house to find 
an individual dressed 
as Santa Claus standing 
in front of them. He had 
a big fat sack upon his 
back, as well as some 
cookies in hand.  

Officers quickly de-
tained the individual and 

walked him out to the 
police cruiser parked in 
front of the residence. On 
his way to the car, the de-
tained individual turned 
to the arresting officer 
and said, “tell me, don’t 
you recognize me?” The 
officer said no, to which 
the man replied “Well, 
it’s been a year, it doesn’t 
surprise me.” 

The officers were able 
to get the individual to 
the station without any 
mishaps and brought 
him in for processing. 
The individual was found 
with no ID, and a search 
of his bag revealed doz-
ens of potentially stolen 
gifts.  

When taken in for 
questioning, the individ-
ual claimed to be from 
somewhere in Alaska 
and that he was “only 
passing through tonight.” 
When asked how he end-
ed up in Le Roy, he re-
sponded simply that “he 
took the freeway down.” 
Interrogations ended up 
going nowhere, and the 
man was brought back 
to his holding cell for the 
night.  

Then, just outside the 
station officers were able 
to hear sleigh bells in 
the snow, and a bright 
red light began beam-
ing through the window. 
After stepping outside, 
officers found a sleigh 
attached to several deer 

in the parking lot. The 
bright red light seemed 
to be coming from the 
nose of the front deer.  

The officers, stunned 
by the sight, ran back in-
side only to find the cell 
that the individual was 
being kept in was emp-
ty. Fearing an escape, 
a search was launched 
to find the man. Once 
back outside, it was dis-
covered that the sleigh 
was gone too. However, 
the stars were brightly 
shining that night, and 
officers could swear they 
saw the man and his 
sleigh flying through the 
sky.  

Thank you to Greg Kel-
logg and the Le Roy Police 
Department for their per-
mission to have some fun 
with this satirical piece. 
Merry Christmas every-
one!! ~The LWG team

Le Roy Police Respond to Breaking and 
Entering Call Christmas Night, Discover 

Big Surprise   

PHOTO BY BARRETT FUNDERBURK
Suspect detained in holding cell before escape
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JOIN OUR TEAM: 
Great Pay, Flexible Shifts, 

and a Culture That Values You!

WWW.LEROYMANORALP.COM/CAREERS

CANDIDATES NEEDED
The Republican Party of LeRoy, NY is now holding regular monthly 
meetings. We are actively seeking candidates for the 2025 Fall Elec-
tion Season, The following positions will be up for election in 2025:

• County Legislator  • Town Justice   • Town Board (2)
Republicans are also needed on the committee level, to help grow the 

party and assist local candidates in the election process. 
Please come join us.

We have a facebook page for news and updates:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/527076802990956

All inquiries can be made to the Chairman at leroyrepublicans@gmail.com

Question of the Week

Looking to sponsor Question of the Week? 
Contact us at 1-585-250-0555

? ?? ? ??

?

??

Question from Barrett F.

Have an idea for the next question? Send your suggestions to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Previous question - “What is Mrs. Claus’ � rst name?”

What will be your New Years resolution?

HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!

NIKKI C.

According to Arthur Christmas, Ms. Clause’s name 
is Margaret!

HEATHER H. KELLIE B.

Santa married Jessica in Santa Claus is Coming to 
Town

Heather.. obviously lol

Fridays, December  
Friday, December 27  

6:30pm  
The Return of
Line Dancing!  
Raider Lanes  

3156 State St., Caledonia
•

Fri. & Sat., Dec. 27&28 
Mon. & Tues., 
 Dec. 30 & 31

During Business Hours
Drop-in Kids Crafts 

Geared toward ages 2-12.
Woodward Memorial 

Library
7 Wolcott St., Le Roy

•

Tues., December 31 
11am

Noon Year’s Eve Party 
Bring in the new year a 

little bit early, here at the 
Library! We will listen to 
a New Year’s story, make 
a noisemaker, and play 
BINGO for prizes. Then 
we will count down to a 

very special balloon drop 
at noon! All ages, registra-

tion is required!
https://woodwardme-

moriallibrary.libcal.com/
event/13581465

Woodward Memorial 
Library

7 Wolcott St., Le Roy
•

6-9pm
New Year’s Eve 

The Joy Project will be 
open before the fireworks 

on the creekbank.
St. Mark’s Episcopal 

Church
1 East Main Street., Le Roy

585-768-7200
•

Wed., January 8 
6:30pm-7:30pm  
Community for 
Understanding

Book discussion group 
open to all to discuss 

The Reading List by Sara 
Nisha Adams, a novel 

about the ways that books 
can unite very different 

people. You may borrow 
a book from the church 
office. Info at stmarksle-

roy.org/upcoming-events 
or email stmarksleroy@

gmail.com . 
St. Mark’s Episcopal 

Church 
1 E. Main St., Le Roy 

stmarksleroy.org
•

Fri., January 10 
3pm  

After School Art @WSS
Class is held in room 212 
in the Trigon Building of 

Wolcott Street School. 
We will have 1 project per 

class and use different 
materials like watercol-

ors, canvas paintings, oil 
pastels and more!

Grades 1-6 are welcome!
This session will run 

weekly from January 10th 
- February 14th 3:00-4:30.
Cost is $96 for the 6 week 
session. Sibling price is 

$154 for all.
585-356-2533

Wolcott Street School
6 Trigon Park, Le Roy

•

Sat., Jan. 11, 18 
& Feb. 1 

10am-1pm
Virtual Fashion History 

Series: Corsets
Enjoy a new virtual offer-

ing! Join John L. Wehle 
Gallery Curator Bran-

don W. Brooks for a new 
installation in our Virtual 

Fashion History Series.
This two-hour virtual 

fashion course will offer 
participants a broad over-

view of stays, corsetry, 
and body modification 

devices for women (and 
some men!) across the 

span of the 19th century. 
Materials, construction, 
cost, and the ever-evolv-
ing silhouette created by 

this scaffolding will be 
explored in detail using 
originals from the Bruce 

& Susan Greene Costume 
Collection, and  more.

Join us from the comfort 

of home or your work-
place! 

https://www.gcv.org/
event/virtual-fash-

ion-history-series-cor-
sets/

Genesee Country 
Village & Museum 
1410 Flint Hill Rd., 

Mumford 
•

Mon., January 13 
6:30pm  

Comprehensive Plan  
Workshop 

The Village of Le Roy is  
updating their compre-
hensive  plan & we want 

your feedback! 
Trigon Park Auditorium 

2 Trigon Park, Le Roy 
•

Fri., January 17 
4:30-6:30pm  

Wool Spinnning 
Workshop 

Learn 19th-century spin-
ning methods!

Learn the basics of 
spinning wool, a timeless 

skill that New Yorkers 
have been doing for 

generations! Guests will 
get to feel the differences 
between different breeds 
of wool, hone their skills 
using both drop spindles 

and treadle spinning 
wheels, and take home 
yarn that they’ve spun 
themselves. Class size 

is limited – reserve your 
spot today! https://www.
gcv.org/event/wool-spin-

ning-class/ 
Genesee Country 
Village & Museum 
1410 Flint Hill Rd., 

Mumford
•

Fri., Jan. 17 &24 

Sat., Jan 18 & 25 
4:30pm-8:30pm

Owl Moon
Join us for a wintertime 

night hike guided by 
GCV&M naturalists and 
experience the outdoors 

as owls do. Warm your 
toes by one of our outdoor 

fire pits, families can lis-
ten in on a reading of “Owl 

Moon” by Jane Yolen, 
enjoy food and beverages 
in the Museum’s Meeting 

Center, shop specialty 
owl items in the Flint Hill 

store, and more! 
Learn more and plan your 

visit: https://www.gcv.
org/event/owl-

Genesee Country 
Village & Museum 
1410 Flint Hill Rd., 

Mumford
_____________________

ONGOING:

Mondays
5pm  

TOPS - Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly

First Presbyterian 
Church 

Clay St., Le Roy 
(585) 356-4252 for info

•
Christmas Tree 

Recycling
Why throw out your 

Christmas Trees? We will 
take them! The goats love 

to eat the needles, and 
when they have nothing 
left they use them to itch 
their heads and eat some 
of the bark. Just drop the 

trees off at the farm where 
the pumpkins were. 

 Garner Farms
8626 W. Bergen Rd., 

Le Roy
(585) 507-2083

ALBANY — Projects on 
Genesee and Orleans coun-
ties will share about $2.4 mil-
lion in funding for projects to 
reduce carbon emissions.

The New York State En-
ergy Research and Devel-
opment Authority (NYSER-
DA) said Tuesday that more 
than $29 million has been 
awarded through Round 14 
of the Regional Econom-
ic Development Council 
(REDC) Initiative to 15 in-
novative projects. NYSERDA 
chose the projects, seven of 
which are located in disad-
vantaged communities, to 
participate in the Building 
Cleaner Communities Com-
petition or Commercial and 
Industrial Carbon Challenge 
program and will advance 
community and economic 
development across New 
York State.

In Orleans County, the 
Western New York Land 
Conservancy, Inc. was 
awarded $1,120,387. The 
conservancy will acquire the 
153-acre Yates Lakeshore 

Preserve, which includes 
1,300 acres of shoreline 
along Lake Ontario and parts 
of the Marsh Creek water-
shed. The project will protect 
drinking water and preserve 
lakeshore landscapes.

There are six projects in 
Genesee County that were 
awarded money.

NYSERDA said $208,000 
went to help fund the Town 
of Batavia expansion of the 
existing salt storage building 
to cover currently exposed 
salt piles. The structure will 
protect groundwater with-
in a principal aquifer and 
Tonawanda Creek.

$386,250 goes to the Gen-
esee County Soil & Water 
Conservation District for 
construction of a salt storage 
facility to replace the current 
undersized building in the 
town of Pavilion. The new fa-
cility will protect groundwa-
ter within a principal aquifer.

There is $155,250 for the 
town of Batavia to complete 
a townwide Brownfield 
Opportunity Area (BOA) 

Pre-Planning Inventory and 
Analysis to identify poten-
tial and known brownfields, 
vacant, and underutilized 
lands. Identifying these will 
help to identify, map, and 
select areas of the town ap-
propriate for a specific BOA 
plan and subsequent desig-
nation. This is the first step 
in a multi-phase effort to 
strategically direct future in-
vestments in economic de-
velopment and community 
revitalization.

The town of Batavia was 
awarded $359,000 to develop 
a Local Waterfront Revital-
ization Program (LWRP) for 
its Tonawanda Creek water-
front, focused on expanding 
public access and recreation, 
water quality improvements, 
regional aquifer recharge, 
climate change and regional 
flooding risk and resiliency, 
critical infrastructure im-
provements, wildlife habitat, 
and sustainable waterfront 
development. To inform 
the LWRP, the town will also 
prepare engineering studies 

and conceptual designs for 
priority projects.

With help from $75,000 
in state funds, the town of 
Alabama will conduct a re-
view and update of its cur-
rent zoning regulations 
to address smart growth 
considerations, in confor-
mance with the Town Com-
prehensive Plan, the town’s 
Agriculture and Farmland 
Protection Plan, and Gene-
see County’s Smart Growth 

Plan. The goal is to be ready 
to direct anticipated spin-
off growth from the STAMP 
project in a manner that is 
sustainable, equitable and 
maintains community char-
acter and quality of life.

There was $100,000 
awarded for Hickory Park 
improvements in Bergen. 
Improvements will focus on 
enhancing recreational op-
portunities for residents and 
visitors. The village will in-

stall a pavilion structure and 
seating throughout the park 
to encourage large gather-
ings and year-round activity. 
This new structure will pro-
vide space for the recent mu-
sic series and summer pro-
gramming, made possible by 
the GO ART! award. Lighting 
will be installed along the 
walking track surrounding 
the park to encourage eve-
ning events.

Genesee, Orleans awarded NYSERDA funding
$2.4M going to clean community projects
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Must be 18 years or older to join.
Payment for training programs upon completion.

Be part of a great team!

VOLUNTEER
FIREFIGHTERS NEEDED

Message us on Facebook:
@LeRoyFireDepartment

or email us
Join@LeRoyFireDistrict.com

1. MOVIES: What is the name of the 
snowman in the animated movie “Fro-
zen”?

2. GEOGRAPHY: How many U.S. 
states does the Mississippi River run 
through or along?

3. ADVERTISING: Which product 
uses a cartoon character whose first 
and middle names are Horatio Magel-
lan?

4. MUSIC: In the song “The Twelve 
Days of Christmas,” how many “geese 
a-laying” are given to the narrator’s 
true love?

5. FOOD & DRINK: What kind of 
nuts are in a Snickers candy bar?

6. BIOLOGY: What is epimorphic 
regeneration?

7. TELEVISION: Who starred in the 
1980s exercise video series “Sweatin’ 
to the Oldies”?

8. ANATOMY: How much of the 
human brain is made up of fat?

9. MEASUREMENTS: How many 
cups are in a pint?

10. LITERATURE: Which famous 
author often uses Castle Rock as a set-
ting in his novels?

Answers
1. Olaf.
2. 10 states.
3. Cap’n Crunch cereal.
4. Six.
5. Peanuts.
6. Regeneration of a specific part of 

an organism, like when a lizard can 
regrow a tail.

7. Richard Simmons.
8. 60%.
9. Two.
10. Stephen King.
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Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER
By AJAY CYBULSKI acybulski@batavianews.
com

LE ROY — The Le Roy Oat-
kan Knights escaped with a 
43-40 overtime win over the 
Batavia Blue Devils on Friday 
night at Le Roy High School.

“Wins aren’t easy to come 
by and they all should be cel-
ebrated, but tonight’s game 
versus this tough Batavia 
team illustrates that we still 
have some areas to work on 
as we head into the new year,” 
Le Roy head coach Rob Cur-
rin said. “We’ll take some 
time to rest and enjoy the hol-
idays before getting back to 
work as we look to refine and 
improve.”

The Oatkan Knights en-
tered halftime with a 24-19 
advantage, but the Blue Dev-
ils worked hard in the sec-
ond half to send the game to 
overtime. Le Roy outscored 
Batavia 11-8 in the overtime 
period.

“That was a fun game 
even though we took the 
loss in overtime,” Batavia 
head coach John McCulley 
said. “I could not be more 
pleased with the way the girls 
played. We took another step 
to where we need to go. The 
thing I like is the way that ev-
eryone is contributing. The 
girls are beginning to under-
stand the roles, which can 
make us better.”

Sierra Burk finished with 
a team-high 17 points for Le 
Roy. Kylie Wilson and Bai-
ley Caton added 11 points 
apiece.

Jaimin Macdonald fin-
ished with a double-double 
for the Blue Devils, record-
ing 15 points, 12 rebounds, 3 
assists, 6 steals, and 4 blocks. 
Ali Tomidy contributed 14 
points, 4 rebounds and 4 
blocks.

Le Roy pushes its record to 
3-3, while Batavia falls to 0-6.

The Oatkan Knights will 
take on Pavilion at 7 p.m. on 
Friday, Jan. 3, at Pavilion High 
School.

LETCHWORTH 37, WAR-
SAW 21

Letchworth (2-2): Sasha 
Bellamy 16 points; Chari-
ty Scott 10 points, 12 steals; 
Gillian Kemp 1 points, 9 re-
bounds; Maya Bellamy 7 re-
bounds

Warsaw (0-4): Kaylyn 
Dickes 11 points; Maddie 
Schurr 7 points

Coach’s quote: “Our de-
fense kept us in it tonight,” 
Letchworth head coach Chad 
DeRock said. “We struggled 
from the field tonight, but we 
were able to turn our defense 
into transition points.”

C A L E D O N I A - M U M -
FORD 59, GENESEO 37

Game details: Cal-Mum 
won each of the first three 
quarters to pull away against 
a tough Geneseo team.

Cal-Mum (2-1): Hazell 
Nickerson 19 points, 17 re-
bounds; Olivia Amorese 
15 points; Ava Amorese 12 
points, 8 rebounds, 7 assists

Geneseo (3-2): Olivia 
Bucci 17 points, 7 rebounds; 
Natalie Capel 8 points, 6 re-
bounds

BYRON-BERGEN 59, AL-
EXANDER 38

Game details: Alexander 
jumped out to a 6-0 advan-
tage, but B-B responded to 
take a 10-9 lead into the sec-
ond quarter. The Bees out-
scored the Trojans 23-6 in the 
second frame to lead 33-15 at 
halftime.

B-B (6-1): Janessa Ames-
bury 28 points; Riley Shallen-
berger 16 points

Alexander (1-5): Paige 
Morton 10 points

YORK 62, EAST ROCHES-
TER 30

Game details: York led 
38-8 at halftime and never 

looked back.
York (5-1): Tessa Rod-

well 15 points, 8 rebounds, 
3 assists; Bree Parson 12 
points, 6 rebounds, 3 assists; 
Rylee Cuozzo 8 points, 13 re-
bounds; Gianna McClain 8 
points, 6 rebounds

East Rochester (2-4): Ani-
yah Eldridge 20 points, 6 
3-pointers

KENDALL 51, ATTICA 32
Kendall (3-3): Addy Kludt 

9 points; Izzy D’Agostino 9 
points; Lia Larson 8 points, 22 
rebounds

Attica (0-3): Hailey Mills 14 
points

DANSVILLE 41, CANIS-
TEO-GREENWOOD 37

Game details: The Mus-
tangs overcame a slow first 
half and start to the second 
half to secure a win vs. Canis-
teo-Greenwood.

Dansville (4-1): Megan 
Tyler 20 points, 8 rebounds, 
1 assist, 3 steals; Taylor Ham-
sher 10 points, 3 rebounds, 1 
assist, 3 steals

Canisteo-Greenwood (6-
1): Bailey Mullen 14 points

Coach’s quote: “I was 
proud of the girls for showing 
some grit and toughness in 
the face of adversity tonight,” 
Dansville head coach Arin 
Belden said. “We didn’t play 
well in the first half, and then 
we dug ourselves a hole early 
in the third quarter and found 
a way to battle back.

“The defensive intensity 

and effort finally got to the 
level we need to play at. We 
also had some girls step up 
and make big shots and plays 
when we needed them in the 
fourth quarter. That is a step 
in the right direction for this 
group.”

OAKFIELD-ALABAMA 
49, WHEATLAND-CHILI 36

O-A (3-1): Piper Hyde 19 
points, 5 rebounds; Allie Wil-
liams 11 points, 7 rebounds; 
Alea Groff 8 points, 4 re-
bounds, 3 steals, 3 assists

W-C (1-3): No stats report-
ed.

Coach’s quote: “I loved 
our defensive effort, partic-
ularly in the first half,” O-A 

head coach Jeff Schlagenhauf 
said. “Coach Annis has got 
his young team playing hard. 
They are much improved 
and will only get better. They 
played hard for 32 minutes.”

PAVILION 40, MOUNT 

MORRIS 26
Pavilion (2-5): Ella Til-

lotson 23 points, 9 steals, 7 
rebounds; Kylie Conway 7 
points, 6 rebounds

Mount Morris (1-2): 
Shaniese Brown 7 points

Le Roy girls outlast Batavia in overtime

PHOTO CREDIT: SARAH FORD
Le Roy won its third game of the 2024 campaign, knocking off the Batavia Blue Dev-
ils in overtime on Friday night.
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Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER

By BARNEY MASE & THE LEROY SPORTS 
BOOSTERS

Boys Basketball traveled 
out to Holley last night for 
their last match before the 
Holiday Tournament in Bat-
avia. It’s not how you start, 
but how you finish, and 
your Knights finished strong 
against the Hawks.

Game Recap from Statis-
tician Barney Mase:

Just like the previous night 
against Pavilion, LeRoy fell 
behind early to Holley 8-2 
but finished the quarter 
strongly going on a 15-2 run 
(Agosto 6, Hockey 5, Wood-
worth 4). LR built a 32-20 
halftime lead and increased 
to a 14 point early in the 
third. Holley rallied to within 
43-37 late in the third. Jean 
Agosto scored 18 of LeRoy’s 
final 22 points over the final 
10 minutes of the game for 
the 65-51 win.

Jean Agosto 28 pts 9 rbs
Matthew Hockey 12 pts 6 

rbs 5 ast charge taken
Jake Higgins 11 pts 12 rbs 3 

ast 2 blocks
Aaric Luce 8 pts 7 rbs 2 ast 

1 block 2 steals
Adam Woodworth 6 pts 3 

rbs 4 ast 1 steal charge taken
Jagger Smith 2 rbs 1 steal
Grady Gilligan 3 ast
Zander Staba 1 rb
Aidan Weaver 1 rb
Cole Tonzi 1 rb
Jace Jedrewski entered the 

game
Brayden Chase entered 

the game
Final Score: LeRoy 65 

Holley 51
LeRoy is now 3-2
Next up will be the Batavia 

Lions Pete Arras Memorial 
Tournament, 12/27-12/30. 
Varsity Bracket will play at 
GCC. JV Bracket will play at 
Batavia HS and Notre Dame 
HS. LR Varsity will face Roy-
Hart in Game 1 on 12/27 at 
3pm. LR JV will face Roy-
Hart on 12/27 at noon (BHS).

Le Roy Boys’ Basketball Defeats Holley in Thriller

PHOTO BY LESLIE HIGGINS
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By LEROY SPORTS BOOSTERS

Girls Basketball hosted 
Depew last Monday night. 
Your Knights played a strong 
game, but it was not enough 
against a tough Wildcats 
team.

Le Roy-49 Depew-56
Top Point Getters for Le 

Roy on Monday:
Kylie Wilson-14 pts.
Sierra Burk-13 pts.
Gabby Zitz-10 pts.
The Knights moved to 2-3.

Le Roy Girls Basketball Falls to Depew on Monday

PHOTOS BY SARAH CHRIST

PHOTO BY SARAH CHRIST


