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Holding the Line
Correction o�  cers 
reject settlement
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By BEN BEAGLE
ben@batavianews.com

Le Roy senior Alex Doty 
was very excited when he 
learned his school’s music 
department would be stag-
ing “� e Wizard of Oz” for its 
spring production.

But he also acknowledged 
being “very skeptical” when 
he learned that the produc-
tion would be presented 
with a modern look – leather 
jackets, jeans, T-shirts and 
other typical teen styles.

“It’s a classic movie. I 
didn’t think you should mess 
with the form,” said Alex, 
who appears on stage this 
week as the Tin Man. “But 
after seeing how it goes, and 
seeing it switched up, I’m OK 
with it.”

Le Roy’s production of 
“� e Wizard of Oz,” running 
� ursday through Saturday, 
blends contemporary cos-
tuming and non-traditional 
sets to o� er a modern-day 
feel.

“While still following the 
MGM script version through 
and through,” director Jack-
ie McLean is quick to add, 
while she noted that this year 

is also the 85th anniversary 
of “� e Wizard of Oz.”

“We thought it would be 
more relatable for the kids,” 
McLean said.

Dorothy, played by se-
nior Aubrey Puccio, wears a 
blue-and-white checkered 
cardigan in the same print as 
Dorothy’s traditional dress 
over a Pink Floyd T-shirt 
and sneakers. � e Coward-
ly Lion looks like a rock star, 
the Scarecrow would be just 
as home in a hippie com-
mune as a farmer’s � eld, and 
the Tin Man – wearing steel 
gray and rust-colored cover-
alls — is discovered working 
on a forgotten construction 
project.

“We’ve stayed true to the 
classic story without chang-
ing the content and mes-
sage,” says McLean.

The well-known show, 
based on the book by L. 
Frank Baum, includes be-
loved songs and iconic mo-
ments from the 1939 classic 
film when young Dorothy 
Gale is swept away from her 
Kansas home – set here in a 
city with an urban commu-
nity garden instead of a farm 
— by a tornado.

Landing in the magical 
land of Oz, Dorothy encoun-
ters a host of whimsical char-
acters — good witches, bad 
witches, talking animals, 
walking scarecrows, and lots 
of magic.

The colorful characters 
includes the Mayor in a 
rainbow-colored suit, and 
Munchkins dressed in pur-
ple medical scrubs, a bright 
orange graduation gown and 
the pastels of the Lollipop 
Guild.

In order to � nd her way 
home she must travel the 
Yellow Brick Road to see the 
all-powerful Wizard in Em-
erald City. While she makes 
friends along the way she 
also faces danger, including 
the Wicked Witch of the West 
— who will stop at nothing to 
get her hands on Dorothy’s 
magical ruby slippers.

To make it home safe-
ly, Dorothy has to learn the 
all-important lesson — 
there’s no place like home.

Aubrey Puccio laughed 
as she explained the show’s 
costuming, noting the jeans 
and sneakers she wore 
during a recent dress re-
hearsal came from her own 

closet.
“I like that we’re mixing 

it up,” said Aubrey, who re-
members “Somewhere Over 
the Rainbow” as one of the 
first songs she remembers 
singing at family gatherings 
(“ ‘The Wizard of Oz’ has 
always been such a part of 
my life,” she said.) “It’s like 
a form of jazz; we’re high-
lighting the music side, but 
there’s something hidden 
in the uniqueness of each 
character and seeing them in 
di� erent out� ts brings new 
properties to each. We invite 
the audience to look beyond 
the familiar, simple facades 
they remember.”

Both Alex and Au-
brey credited the incredi-
ble job directors McLean 
and assistant director Jo-
seph Kusmiercazk, a sev-
enth-grade science teacher 
at Le Roy, did in curating the 
show’s vision to the cast.

“Everything going on on 
or o�  stage has a purpose,” 
said Alex. “Everyone who 
performs feels it, and every-
one involved takes some-
thing different away, but 
were also all part of this one 
community.”

Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow

Le Roy students bring contemporary look ‘Wizard of Oz’

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS
Aubrey Puccio as Dorothy Gale holds her dog Toto in a 
scene from Le Roy Junior-Senior High School’s up-
coming production of “The Wizard of Oz.” The musical 
follows the familiar MGM � lm but with contemporary 
dress.

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS
Aubrey Puccio and Jameson Zitz

If You Go
WHAT: “The Wizard of Oz.”
WHERE: Le Roy Junior-Senior High School, 9300 

South Street Rd., Le Roy.
WHEN: 7 p.m. March 6 to 8.
TICKETS: $12 in advance ($10 for seniors and stu-

dents) when purchased in advance at leroycsd.org. $15 
and $12 at the door.
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By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to the Le Roy Weekend Gazette

A while ago, if you wanted 
farm fresh eggs, you could 
stop by Mrs. Brodie’s house at 
the Fort Hill Farm, walk into 
her garage and go into the re-
frigerator and pick up a dozen 
eggs and leave the money in 
the jar. � e eggs were won-
derfully delicious. Her chick-
ens were in a chicken house 
out by the barn. Her � ock was 
small by comparison to oth-
er poultry farms in the area. 
A 1928 newspaper article 
mentions that the Livingston 
County Poultrymen were vis-
iting poultry farms in Genesee 
County. � eir � rst stop was at 
the Perry Poultry Farm of F.L. 
Stewart at Perry Center, who 

had a large � ock of White Leg-
horns. � en they stopped at 
the hatchery of Frank. F. Hall 
at North LeRoy, who raised 
Rhode Island Reds, and Black 
Minorcas. They stopped for 
dinner at the Grove on West 
Main Street in LeRoy and then 
headed to R.V. Call’s Poultry 
Farm and last, the Hawley 
Farm on Bank Street in Bata-
via.

There were other large 
poultry farms in the area. 
“Poultry City” was owned by 
Frank Edson who raised Sin-
gle Comb White Leghorns. 
Benjamin Johnson owned 
the Asbury Poultry Farm on 
Asbury Road. It was report-
ed in the newspaper that he 
took � rst place honors with a 

grand champion White Leg-
horn rooster at the Erie Coun-
ty Fair in Hamburg 1929. � e 
newspaper also noted that he 
was the � rst exhibitor to take 
“the silver cup away from Erie 
Country.”

� e huge poultry farm on 
West Bergen Road was es-
tablished by Frank Hall who 
came to LeRoy in 1913. He 
sold brooders, feeders, water 
fountains and Dr. Lee’s Lice 
Powder. Frank Hall was the 
son of W.P. Hall, who invented 
the Hall Incubator. Hall sold 
“Colony Houses” which were 
small brood houses that could 
be moved on skids. After Hall’s 

death, Wesley Schuyler, who 
had worked for the huge Haw-
ley Poultry Farm in Batavia, 
bought Frank Hall’s poultry 
farm. This was about 1950. 
At that time, the farm includ-
ed a 346-foot-long barn as 
well as a feed mill, a machine 
shop, a sawmill, and a black-
smith shop. In its heyday, 
the Schuyler farm hatched 
more than 5000 chickens ev-
ery week. Schuyler had been 
raising chickens since he was 
eleven. in 1932, his prize-win-
ning White Leghorn rooster 
was used as the model for the 
standard of perfection and 
his birds took top honors at 

the New York State Fair in Syr-
acuse for three years in a row 
in the early 1930s. � e poultry 
barn is still standing on West 
Bergen Road, although there 
are no chickens there any-
more. June Dusen remembers 
working at the Schuyler farm 
while she was in high school. 
She worked after school, sort-
ing eggs and packing them 
for shipment. Wes Schuyer’s 
granddaughter, Diane Lapp, 
still lives down the road. She 
writes in her book, that she 
remembers well working at 
the farm. � e chicks were en-
closed in a circle of corrugated 
cardboard, that was about ten 

feet across with a heat lamp 
above. “There was one spe-
ci� c chicken that I remember, 
and I called her Susie. She had 
a broken leg and Dad wanted 
to cull her out. I couldn’t bear 
to have her die, so I talked him 
into putting a splint on her 
leg. In turn it was my job to 
feed her and take care of her. 
My dad moved her into a pri-
vate pen where she could heal 
without the other birds harm-
ing her and she became my 
little friend.”

Wes Schuyler died in 2000. 
He is buried in Machpelah 
Cemetery and his stone has 
an image of a Leghorn rooster.

Fish Fries are back at the Masonic Community Center!
12 Bank Street, LeRoy, NY

Starting Friday, February 28th, and every Friday thru
Good Friday, � sh fries will be available 4pm until sold out

Featuring fresh � sh delivered weekly

Beer Battered, Cajun Broiled, Plain Broiled, or Lemon Pepper Broiled
All include:

Dinner Roll • Coleslaw • French Fries -OR- Baked Potato (Limited Quantity)

EAT IN —OR— TAKE OUT
Call (585) 502-5155 to order

Pie available from the Eastern Star

Call Jayme at (585) 944-7402
or email jqutermous@batavianews.com

How to reach us
438 E. Main St., Batavia NY 14020

PHONE:
585-250-0555

E-MAIL:
gazette@batavianews.com

ADVERTISING: 
sales@batavianews.com

© COPYRIGHT 2024    SMG-BATAVIA

Your hometown guide to news, 
events, local businesses, and more!

General Manager
HEATHER A. ZERILLO

hzerillo@batavianews.com

Managing Editor
BEN BEAGLE

bbeagle@livingstonnews.com

Associate Editor
SAMUEL ZERILLO

szerillo@batavianews.com

Which Came First, 
the Chicken or the Egg

By DAILY NEWS STAFF
news@batavianews.com

ATTICA — Striking cor-
rections o�  cers gave a strong 
“no” Friday to a deal reached 
between state o�  cials and the 
union representing them.

An agreement was reached 
� ursday between state o�  -
cials and the New York State 
Correctional O�  cers and Po-
lice Benevolent Association 
in hopes of getting the striking 
o�  cers to return to work.

But given the strike’s “wild-
cat” nature — undertaken by 
officers without union ap-
proval— the strikers remained 
on the picket lines Friday.
Details of the deal

In a consent order released 
late � ursday by the mediator 
in charge of negotiations, o�  -
cials outlined a plan to pause 
portions of the HALT Act for 
90 days, and start evaluating 
what to reinstate after 30 days.

The paused portions in-
volve programming that’s 
supposed to be provided to all 
inmates.

HALT requires incarcerat-
ed people be given opportu-
nities to access programs to 
rehabilitate themselves, and 
that people in solitary con-
� nement be given 4 hours of 
programming time per day.

� e agreement also insti-
tutes a “circuit breaker” sta� -
ing metric system, which will 
go into e� ect after the 90-day 
pause on HALT provisions.

On Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, when fewer correc-
tions o�  cers are typically on-
shift, prison officials would 
refer to the staffing metric 
system and decide if a facility 
is too understa� ed. If so, an 

emergency will be declared 
and the prison would adjust 
its staffing plans to reduce 
reliance on emergency, man-
dated 24-hour overtime shifts 
for COs.

� e plan outlines a goal to 
eliminate mandatory 24-hour 
overtime shifts, and to give of-
� cers who volunteer for over-
time leniency on mandated 
overtime shifts in that same 
pay period.

O�  cials will also look into 
boosting the base pay rate for 
corrections o�  cers — some-
thing they said previously 
would be difficult, as the 
union just renegotiated a new 
contract last year that includ-
ed more modest pay raises.

DOCCS and the union will 
create a committee to analyze 
prison staffing and opera-
tions, with a goal of providing 
relief for existing sta�  during 
the ongoing staff shortage, 
mediators said.

Prison o�  cials will also be-
gin looking for a contractor to 
handle screening of all inmate 
legal mail, which corrections 
officers have said is a com-
mon method for drugs to be 
sent into the prisons.

The union and state offi-
cials also agreed that DOCCS 
will not discipline any strik-
ing employees as long as they 
return to work by March 1 — 
but it doesn’t revoke the � nes 
already imposed on striking 
corrections o�  cers.

The overtime rate of 2.5 
times regular pay will con-
tinue for the next 30 days. If a 
corrections o�  cer or sergeant 
volunteers and works four 
shifts of overtime in a two-
week pay period, they will not 

be mandated to work an ad-
ditional four shift in that pay 
period.

A shift will be de� ned as an 
eight-hour tour of duty. Ac-
cording to the agreement, two 
shifts will be selected for each 
week of the pay period.
‘Membership is insulted’

At the strike continued 
Friday across from Attica 
Correctional Facility, retired 
Wyoming Correctional Cor-
rections Officer John Perry 
said everyone knows the Hu-
mane Alternatives to Long-
Term Solitary Con� nement is 
the biggest problem.

“Right now, how it would 
work is it somebody walked 
up to you and assaulted you 
— stabbed you, sliced you, 
knocked you out, the most 
they’re going to get in jail is 15 
days,” he said. “� at’s how it 
works in the jail with the HALT 
Act. Fifteen days for any seri-
ous o� ense is the max now of 
what these people get.

“If you were on the street, 
would you want somebody 
who assaulted you, cut you 
... to only be 15 days would 
be their max?” he continued. 
“� at’s not acceptable.”

Perry retired in 2016 after 
29 years as a corrections o�  -
cer and sergeant. In addition 
to Wyoming Correctional, he 
served at Sing Sing, Fishkill 
and Oneida.

A few striking o�  cers occa-
sionally yelled, “Hold the line” 
as Perry spoke

The corrections officers 
who go in to work are not ask-
ing for the entire HALT Act to 
be repealed, Perry said.

“� ere’s some good parts of 
the HALT Act,” he said. “ Talk 
to these guys about the pro-
gramming aspects of it, they 
agree with,. � ey want these 
people, if you’re in special 
housing, to be able to get your 
program. That’s good. The 
biggest part of it is the 15-day 
limit on being on solitary con-
� nement ...”

Perry said the public thinks 
that by watching movies, it has 
an idea of what special hous-
ing is — like a box or hole.

“It’s nothing like that,” he 
said. “It’s not a dark place with 
no light,” he said. “� ey’re not 
chained to the � oor. � ey sit 
in their cell with their iPads, 
emailing their families, talking 
to their families, downloading 
music. � at’s the reality ... It’s 
not like they’re ‘solitary.’ � at’s 
not what it’s like at all.”

Perry said the corrections 
o�  cers don’t get to see their 
families.

“� is has to end somehow,” 
he said. “If this is what they 
have to do to get their point 
across to the legislators, this 
is what has to happen. “I think 
this membership is insult-
ed by this deal. Nothing was 
changed. This wasn’t about 
money. They didn’t ask for 
more money. � ey asked for 
a safe working environment.”

Legislators need to wake 
up, Perry said.

“Start showing some com-
passion for your employees,” 
he said. “Right now, it doesn’t 
look like Kathy Hochul cares 
about any of her employees 
that work in the Department 
of Corrections.”
Hawley visits Orleans 
strikers

Assemblyman Steve Haw-
ley, R-Batavia, said he didn’t 
want to comment on the 
agreement details because 
there had been no direct com-
ment from the corrections of-
� cers to the union, mediator 
and governor.

“I did see all of the propos-
als,” he said outside Orleans 
Correctional Facility. “I think 
one of the important things is 
the HALT Act would be sus-
pended for 90 days. � e con-
cern, of course, there is what 
happens after three months 
are done. We’ll have to wait 

and see what comes up.”
Hawley mentioned safety 

inside the prisons.
“Since the HALT Act was 

was initiated, over 170% in-
crease of inmate-on-inmate 
attacks; over a 70% increase 
of inmate on CO (corrections 
o�  cer) attacks and over a 50% 
increase in contraband being 
brought in since the HALT 
Act,” Hawley said. “All the 
HALT Act says is ‘You can’t be 
punished for behaving badly.’

“There have to be reper-
cussions for behaving badly, 
whether you’re out here ... or 
whether you’re paying your 
debt to society for being a fel-
on — not just a small felony,” 
he continued. “Most of these 
folks, whether it’s medium se-
curity or Attica, are in there for 
very, very serious crimes.”

For years, I have been a 
vocal advocate for our cor-
rections officers, who have 
been subjected to increas-
ingly intolerable and inhu-
mane working conditions. 
� e HALT Act has made an 
already dangerous job even 
worse, stripping o�  cers of the 
necessary tools to maintain 
order and safety in our pris-
ons. I have stood with them 
as they’ve fought for fair treat-
ment, and I will continue to do 
so.”
Borrello remains skeptical

It remains to be seen 
whether suspending the 
HALT Act provisions will lead 
to real, lasting reforms,” said 
State Sen. George Borello, 
R-Sunset Bay, in a statement 
issued Friday morning.

Although the agreement 
includes a provision to have 
a third-party mail vendor 
screen all incoming inmate 
mail — which Borrello de-
scribed as a positive step — it 
fails to include the mandatory 
use of body scanners for visi-
tors to detect dangerous drugs 
such as fentanyl which have 
caused life-threatening emer-
gencies among corrections 
o�  cers exposed to them.

“Overall, I still have serious 
reservations about whether 
the changes offered in this 
tentative agreement go far 
enough to truly restore order 
and safety to our corrections 

facilities,” Borrello said.
“It will ultimately be up 

to the striking corrections 
officers to decide whether 
this tentative agreement ad-
dresses their concerns and is 
acceptable to them,” he con-
tinued. “However, continu-
ing to strike comes at a steep 
cost, with the threat of severe 
� nancial penalties, lost wages, 
and even the loss of health in-
surance weighing heavily on 
their decisions. � ese o�  cers 
must decide what is best for 
them and their families, and I 
will continue to support them 
wholeheartedly, no matter the 
choice they make or the chal-
lenges they face in this � ght for 
safer working conditions and 
real reform.”

Borrello said the situation 
was yet another example of 
what he called “disastrous 
consequences of the out-of-
touch, far-left policies pushed 
by an activist legislature, while 
Governor Hochul mindlessly 
steers New York further into 
decline, appeasing them at 
every turn instead of standing 
up for law and order.”

Includes reporting by Brian 
Quinn and Matt Surtel of � e 
Daily News and Alex Gault of 
the Watertown Daily Times.

Holding the line
Corrections o�  cers reject settlement

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
There was still a large crowd at the Attica strike on Friday.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY LYNNE BELLUSCIO
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Time to set our clocks ahead this 
weekend at 2 AM Sunday, March 9th!

Time to Talk to NANCY for all of your
REAL ESTATE NEEDS & WANTS (585) 314-7982 

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy
www.calvarybaptistleroy.org

Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.
If you do not already have a church that you attend 

regularly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary 
Baptist Church a try. We have Sunday School for all 

ages at 9am and our Sunday worship service typically 
includes singing a mix of both traditional and contem-
porary songs and hymns, a children’s message, and a 

sermon from the Word of God.  

First Baptist Church of Le Roy
5 E. Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7600
fbcleroy1@gmail.com

Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am.
We have a Wednesday Night Bible Study at 5:30pm 

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
All are welcome to attend our weekly service each 

Sunday at 10:00am, ministered by Rev. David Pepper.
The Thrift Shop is now closed for the winter, and will 

reopen in the spring. We thank the community for your 
support.

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy

(585) 768-8980
office@leroyumcny.org

www.leroyumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLeRoy/

Living Waters Church
30 Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7570
livingwatersleroy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy
(585) 768-6543

ourladyofmercyleroy.org
Mass Times @ OLM:

Saturday Vigil 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm

Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.
Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
Weekday: 7:30am Thursday

Mass times may change in the near future.
YouTube Livestream:

youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyleroy1890/streams

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
1 E. Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7200
www.stmarksleroy.org

Facebook: stmarksleroy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

Honor the cherished memory of a 
loved one with a personal tribute.

Local News & Community • In Print & Online
585-250-0555 | www.thedailynewsonline.com/leroyweekendgazette

Place an obituary in The Le Roy Weekend Gazette starting at $75 for 5”. Each 
additional inch in depth will cost $15. Adding a standard size photo will cost 
$15. If you would like to run the obituary in either The Daily News or Livings-
ton County News in addition to The LWG, the obituary can be repeated at 50% 
of the original cost.

Newspapers offer a historical account of the communities they serve and we 
do not want to exclude anyone from our obituary page due to inability to pay. 
Therefore, a one-inch death notice that only lists the name, age, town, date of 
death and occupation of the deceased will be free of charge. The funeral home 
needs to note in their email that the obituary will be free. As such, the name of 
the Funeral Home will not be published in the free obituary.

The LWG allows Funeral Homes to publish a “partial” obituary. There is no charge 
for a partial as long as a complete obituary is forthcoming. If for any reason a full  
obituary is not published, The LWG will charge the minimum $75 obituary fee.

Call us for more information on deadlines and placement details.

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

Hello Everyone,
I wanted to give some 

monthly updates as we move 
into March and the Spring 
season. As always, I want to 
thank all of our readers for 
your continued support. We 
cannot do what we do with-
out you all!

First, I want to announce 
that I will be stepping out 
of the office for the last two 
weeks of March. Inquiries 
regarding the Gazette sent 
between the dates of March 
15th – March 30th that would 

normally go to me should 
be directed to our General 
Manager Heather at hze-
rillo@batavianews.com or 
to our sales representative 
Jayme at jqutermous@bat-
avianews.com. On March 
31st I will resume my duties 
as Editor.

An update on mail deliv-
eries: I apologize this pro-
cess is taking so long; howev-
er, we are still working hard 
to bring this service to you 
all. I probably sound like a 
broken record at this point, 
but we are hopeful that with-
in the coming weeks the nec-
essary paperwork will finally 

be completed. I can say that 
we have set a price for what 
a mail subscription to the 
Gazette will eventually cost, 
which is 52 dollars a year. 
Stay tuned for more updates 
regarding this.

I wanted to remind our 
readers that obituaries can 
be submitted to us to be pub-
lished in the Gazette. More 
information about pricing 
can be found in the obitu-
ary advertisement on page 
A3. All obituaries should be 
sent to obits@batavianews.
com, with an indication that 
the obituary is meant for the 
Gazette.

I want to thank those who 
have submitted letters to 
the editor, we appreciate it! 
Anyone is welcome to send 
in a letter to the editor, and 
those can be submitted 
by sending an email to ga-
zette@batavianews.com, or 
by mailing us at 438 E. Main 
Street in Batavia.

We look forward to an-
other great month of the 
Gazette!

Thank you,
Samuel Zerillo
Associate Editor of the Le 

Roy Weekend Gazette

March Gazette Updates

By BEN PFEFFER
Oatka Creek Farm

Hello, my name is Ben 
Pfeffer and I am one of the 
farmers/owners of Oatka 
Creek Farm. I am writing to 
thank you for running the 
story about our farm and 
also to let you know about re-
cent developments with this 
award. We received approv-
al for this program in early 
December of 2024. At time 
of this writing (March 2nd, 
2025) we have not received 

the $4,000 award. American 
Farmland Trust, who releas-
es the funds available for this 
award, wrote to us on Feb-
ruary 26th, 2025 saying that 
due to the federal funding 
freezes “funding for farmer 
and rancher programs are at 
risk... We are unsure if these 
actions will lead to tempo-
rary pauses or cancellations 
of our agreements but re-
main hopeful.” Our award 
in particular draws funds 
not from federal funding, 
but from court-ordered en-

vironmental damage fines 
from regional private firms. 
It is notable that despite hav-
ing no direct link to federal 
funding, this award has not 
materialized for us and it is 
uncertain if it will. This will 
not change our farm’s com-
mitment to medium scale 
innovative farming meth-
ods, nor our commitment 
to the supportive local com-
munity and customers here 
in Le Roy. As a side note on 
our production practices, we 
are transitioning to reduced 

tillage with reduced tillage 
equipment, not necessarily 
no-till. Additionally, we grow 
following organic practices 
but are still in the transition 
timeframe and do not cur-
rently have organic certifica-
tion for our produce. We be-
lieve that the food on your 
table should make you and 
the soil that it comes from 
healthier.

Thank you,
Ben Pfeffer
Oatka Creek Farm

Letter to the Editor

A flood watch has been 
issued for most of West-
ern New York including the 
GLOW region.

The watch will be in ef-
fect 1 p.m. Tuesday to 1 p.m. 
Thursday, according to the 
National Weather Service in 
Buffalo. It includes Genesee, 
Livingston, Orleans and Wy-
oming counties.

Excessive runoff may 
result in flooding of rivers, 
creeks, streams, and other 
low-lying and flood-prone 
locations, NWS officials said. 
Creeks and streams may rise 
out of their banks. The most 
prone areas for flooding will 
be where ice jams typically 
develop.

An intense storm system 

moving from the central 
plains across the central 
Great Lakes will send a surge 
of springlike warm Tuesday 
and Wednesday across the 
region, the officials said.

Temperatures will soar 
into the 50s over Tuesday 
and remain well above freez-
ing Tuesday night.

Temperatures will then 

climb well into the 50s for 
the bulk of the region on 
Wednesday while being 
accompanied by a general 
half inch of rainfall. The fast 
melt off of the region’s snow-
pack will combine with this 
rainfall to cause significant 
rises to area tributaries with 
flooding becoming possible.

Flood watch issued for 
Western New York

COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

BATAVIA — An upcoming 
seminar will help veterans 
learn how to sign up for the 
My HealtheVet online pa-
tient portal.

The seminar will take 
place 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
March 13 at the Batavia VA 
Medical Center on 222 Rich-
mond Ave. in the first floor 
lobby near Telehealth-Room 
144.

The portal allows veter-
ans to access their medical 
records, refill prescriptions, 
manage appointments, 
communicate with their 
healthcare team, and more; 

essentially acting as their 
personal health record with-
in the VA system, officials 
said.

The portal will now oper-
ate through Login.gov and 
ID.me.

Veterans are no longer 
able to sign in to VA.gov, 
VA mobile apps, or other 
VA online services with a 
My HealtheVet user ID and 
password.

Veterans should bring 
two forms of identification 
to the seminar including a 
state-issued driver’s license 
or non-driver’s license and 

one of the following:
 ■ Social Security card
 ■ Voter registration card
 ■ DD214

Veterans can call the Vir-

tual Health Resource Center 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m week-
days at (716) 862-7886 or 
e-mail VHAWNYVHRC@
va.gov for more information.

VA seminar will help veterans with sign-ins

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
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JOIN OUR TEAM: 
Great Pay, Flexible Shifts, 

and a Culture That Values You!

WWW.LEROYMANORALP.COM/CAREERS

Wed., March 12
Starts 6:30pm

Le Roy Garden Club 
Open Meeting

From Our Farm to Your 
Table - The meeting 

starts with a talk by Ben 
Pfeffer and Carolyn Fitz-

gerald of Oatka Creek 
Farm. Hear how they 

transformed the historic 
property to a working 

farm that uses only 
organic growing meth-
ods and focuses on soil 
health and quality. Get 
some tips for growing 
your own vegetables 

at home. FREE and all 
are welcome at this 

open meeting. Stay for 
refreshments and learn 
more about us during 
the business meeting. 

Please let us know 
you’re coming! Sign up 

@  
https://linktr.ee/le-

roynygardenclub
First Presbyterian 
Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St., Le Roy

•

Sat., March 15
4:30 - 6pm

Corned Beef 
and Cabbage Dinner
Corned Beef and Cab-
bage Dinner with Irish 

Soda Bread and Dessert. 
Price of $20.00 which 
also includes a ticket 

toward the St. Patrick’s 
Day Money Raffle to 

be drawn on Monday 
March 17th, 2025 at 

6:30pm.
Botts Fiorito American 

Legion Post #576
53 W. Main St., Le Roy

•

Mon., March 17
4:30 - 6pm

Cash Raffle
The Legion is excited to 
announce our cash raf-
fle. Our post is very well 

loved and continues 
to need repairs. Please 

consider helping us out.
1st: $500
2nd: $250
3rd: $100
4th: $50

Tickets: Donation of $10 
each

Venmo: @LEROYLE-
GIONPOST576

Botts Fiorito American 
Legion Post #576

53 W. Main St., Le Roy
•

Sat., March 29
12 - 2pm

Mother Teresa Out-
reach

We are inviting local 
families in need (not 

able to provide them on 
their own) of essential 
living items to visit our 

Parish Center. Examples 
of items available are:

Diapers & Wipes, Tooth-
brush, Paste & Floss, 

Shampoo, Deodorant, 
Dish Soap, Laundry 

Detergent, Tissues, San-
itary Products, Razors & 
Shaving Cream, Soaps, 

Toilet Paper, Paper 
Towels & Napkins, Hair 
Brushes, Combs & Hair 
Ties, Adult Diapers. *No 

Food. Quantity re-
strictions apply. While 

supplies last.
Our Lady of Mercy 

Parish Center
44 Lake St., Le Roy

•
7 - 10pm

1st Annual Meat Raffle 
Fundraiser

Join us for our 1st Annu-
al Meat Raffle Fundrais-
er!  Admission includes 
pizza, soda and water. 

No outside alcohol per-
mitted, but the Legion 
bar will be open to the 

public. Bring $1 bills for 
tickets, and a cooler for 
your winnings! Basket 

raffle and 50/50 will 
also be taking place. 

Funds raised go directly 
back to LeRoy Athletics 
through LeRoy Sports 

Boosters! Help sup-
port our Knights! See a 
Booster Member for a 
ticket, DM us through 
Messenger, or email 

lrsportsboosters.com! 
Botts Fiorito American 

Legion Post #576
53 W. Main St., Le Roy

_____________________

ONGOING:

Sundays
March 2nd - March 23rd

2pm - 4pm
“Crafting Community”
On every Sunday in March 

from 2pm to 4pm we are 
having a “Drop In” spon-
sored by our Crafty Wom-
en & Friends group. Bring 
along a project to work on 

or just come by and see 
what we’re making. Yarn 
work, embroidery, scrap-

booking, painting; you 
never know what will be 
happening at the table.

Hope Center of Le Roy
42 Main St., Le Roy

•

Mondays
Feb 10th to June 23rd

11:15am - 2:15pm
Homeschool Group

Calling all local homes-
chool families with ele-
mentary age children!

We will be hosting a 
homeschool group every 
Wednesday afternoon led 
by homeschooling parent 

Matthew Smart. Get to 
know other families in 

our community that ho-
meschool, while playing 

board games from our 
collection! Sometimes 

there will be a craft avail-
able for participants to 

make. For any Pokemon 
fans, you can bring your 
cards to trade with other 

group members! No 
need to register, just stop 
into the Children’s room 

Mondays at 11:15 AM!
Woodward Memorial 

Library
7 Wolcott St., Le Roy

Question of the Week? ?? ? ??

?

??

Question from Barrett F.

Have an idea for the next question? Send your suggestions to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Previous question - “If you won the lottery, what would NOT change?”

Would you rather have a personal chef or a personal driver?

HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!

SAM Z.

My friend group

AMANDA C. BARRETT F.

My blood type lolI still wouldn’t pay full price for anything

www.CasperFarmsBeef.com•Crystal (585) 478-6326•6671 Main Road, Stafford, NY 14143

Question of the Week sponsored by:

By BRIAN QUINN
bquinn@batavianews.com

BATAVIA — The Gene-
see-Orleans Regional Arts 
Council (GO ART!) con-
tinues to search for funds 
to expand and improve its 
building at Seymour Place 
in Batavia and its planned, 
three-story arts facility at 
the Orleans County Fair-
grounds in Albion.

GO ART! is about halfway 
to meeting the costs of the 
$3.1 million project at the 
building in Batavia.

“We are expanding be-
low and out with a cultural 
garden and an elevator that 
will be going through the 
whole building,” GO ART! 
Executive Director Gregory 
Hallock said at Monday’s 
Human Services Commit-
tee meeting. “We have $1.6 
million toward that project 
currently. We have $1.5 mil-
lion to go for that. We are 
in a little bit of a rush. We 
have until June 30, 2026, to 
not only raise the rest, but 
to spend the money as well. 
We are searching for funds, 
trying to raise funds, com-
ing up with ideas, left and 
right, to work on that.”

GO ART! got a grant 
through AmeriCorps VISTA 
to hire a fund development 
employee.

“This person will be 
working with us on raising 
funds specifically for this 
project and also our ... proj-
ect in Orleans County. We 
are excited to have them,” 
he said. “We are slightly 
nervous because it is com-
pletely federal funded. We 
don’t know, at any point, 
if we won’t have that posi-

tion.”
Hallock said, in response 

to a question about the ex-
pansion of the building in 
Batavia, that GO ART! has to 
raise the rest of the money 
first. He said the contractor 
for the project has contact-
ed him every other week 
to find out when it can get 
started.

“I said, ‘I don’t know,’” 
he said. “They want to start 
and start with the money 
that we have. I said, ‘No, the 
funding we have is match 
dollars. I’m not starting 
this without having the 
rest of the dollars in place. 
We could end up having to 
get that money back, but 
I don’t want to have to get 
that money back having 
spent it.’”

Hallock said GO ART! has 
full funding for the cultural 
garden part of the project.

“We are able to complete 
that. We are really close to 
the elevator portion of the 
grant,” he said. “We are 
working on potentially try-
ing to put together a list of 
individuals that we can go 
out to to try to raise funds 
for updating the elevator 
portion of the grant.”

For digging down to do 
the arts studios GO ART! 
plans to have, the organi-
zation is looking at historic 
tax credits.

“We are speaking with 
lawyers and accountants 
and trying to figure out how 
all that works. That (the tax 
credits) could be a way to 
make that happen,” he said. 
“With the building being 
historic, it has presented 
challenges with simple 
things.”

Programming at GO 
ART! will continue to grow, 
Hallock said.

“We are looking into, 
this year, expanding our 
creative arts program, so 
that it is now beyond our 
actual footprint in Batavia. 
We are working with Jessi-
ca Torrey from Alexander 
schools and seeing about 
taking the camp there for a 
week,” Hallock said. Torrey 
is elementary principal for 
the district.

Hallock said GO ART!’s 
next step is to look at taking 
the camp to Corfu/Pem-
broke.

“We are looking into 
transportation costs. It’s 
hefty, the transportation 
expense to bring people 
into our camp,” he said.

For 2024, GO ART! 
awarded about $336,000 
in grants. Other operation-
al expenses listed in the 
report included $254,482 
for programs and events, 
$17,278 for fundraising, 
and $291,247 for adminis-
tration.

For revenue, the report 
states GO ART! received 
$622,350 in public support, 
$214,680 in foundation 
support, $70,782 in events 
and earned income, and 
$27,326 in

The county is consider-
ing a resolution to award 
GO ART! funding of $7,500, 
which would keep fund-
ing the same as it has been 
since 2022. The Legislature 
last increased the funding 
in 2022, when it went up 
$1,000 from the year before. 
The award will need Ways 
and Means Committee and 
Legislature support.

GO ART! Seeks 
Construction Funds

BRIAN QUINN/DAILY NEWS
GO ART! Executive Director Gregory Hallock goes through GO ART!’s annual report 
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1. LITERATURE: Who lives at 4 
Privet Drive?

2. TELEVISION: Which 1980s sit-
com featured the Keaton family?

3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the 
first American-born president?

4. COMICS: What is Deadpool’s 
profession?

5. AD SLOGANS: Which makeup 
company’s slogan is “Maybe she’s 
born with it”?

6. HISTORY: Which battles marked 
the beginning of the American Revo-
lution?

7. INVENTIONS: The 1904 World’s 
Fair introduced which fluffy confec-
tion?

8. MOVIES: In which year were the 
first Oscars awarded?

9. MEASUREMENTS: What does 1 
gallon of water weigh?

10. GEOGRAPHY: What are the 
colors of the Italian flag?

Answers
1. Harry Potter and the Dursley fam-

ily.
2. “Family Ties.”
3. Martin Van Buren, born after the 

Revolutionary War.
4. Mercenary.
5. Maybelline.
6. Battles of Lexington and Concord.
7. Cotton candy.
8. 1929.
9. 8.34 pounds.
10. Green, white and red.
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Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER
By COACH LYONS & THE LEROY SPORTS 
BOOSTERS

Varsity Indoor Track & 
Field team competed at State 
Qualifiers on Friday. For in-
dividual events there are no 
large/small schools divisions, 
so our athletes were compet-
ing against all of Section V, re-
gardless of school size.

Update from Coach Ly-
ons:

Connor Elmore finished 
6th in the Section in the High 
Jump with a leap of 6’2.

Alli Vallese tied for 10th in 
Triple Jump with a jump of 
33’9.5.

Jack Egeling finished 15th 
in the 55m Hurdles with a time 
of 8.66.

The Girls 4x400 (Leach, 
Powers, Major, Vallese) ran 
a 4:28 to place 4th out of all 
small schools.

This caps off a very suc-
cessful Indoor season for the 
Knights Track & Field team. 
Onto Outdoor track, the sea-
son starts March 17th!

Thank you again, Seniors!

Le Roy Indoor Track Finishes Season at State Qualifiers

PHOTOS BY ELI BENWARE

LeRoy Wrestling Takes 
3rd as a team at the Annu-
al GRYWL championships 
behind tough HFL and Hil-
ton teams. So proud to have 
ground out a gritty win for 

3rd, avenging a stinging 
loss during the season.

Thank you to Coach 
Troy, Matt, Jordan and all 
of the people who make this 
wrestling thing go round!

Le Roy Youth 
Wrestling Takes 
Third at GRYWL 
Championships

PHOTO BY DANIELLE WOJTASZCZYK
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Must be 18 years or older to join.Payment for training programs upon completion. Be part of a great team!

VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS NEEDED
Message us on Facebook: @LeRoyFireDepartment 

or email us Join@LeRoyFireDistrict.com

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE LPROUD SPONSOR OF THE Lee ROY SPORTS INSIDER! ROY SPORTS INSIDER!

Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER

By BARNEY MASE & THE LEROY SPORTS 
BOOSTERS

Boys Varsity Basketball 
hosted Mynderse in Section 
V Class B1 Quarterfinals on 
Saturday March 1st. Not the 
outcome they wanted on a 
stellar season plagued by in-
juries and illnesses, but your 
Knights battled to the end.

Final Score: Le Roy 40 — 
Mynderse 70

Le Roy Stats by Barney 
Mase:

Jake Higgins 13 pts 6 rbs 1 
steal

Brayden Chase 7 pts 1 rb 
1 ast

Matthew Hockey 6 pts 2 
rbs 6 ast

Grady Gilligan 6 pts 4 rbs 1 
block 1 steal

Jean Agosto 4 pts 6 rbs
Jace Jedrewski 3 pts
Adam Woodworth 2 pts 3 

rbs 2 ast 1 steal
Zander Staba 2 pts 1 rb
Aidan Weaver 2 pts 2 rbs
Jaggar Smith 1 ast
Cole Tonzi 1 ast
Three-pointers: Matthew 

Hockey 2, Grady Gilligan 2, 
Jace Jedrewski 1, Brayden 
Chase 1.

We are very proud of you, 
Knights! Thank you again to 
our Seniors!

Le Roy Boys Varsity Basketball 
Season Ends in Quarterfinals

PHOTOS BY LESLIE HIGGINS, JASON CONIBER, AND CORA WEAVER
#44 Jean Agosto drives in for the close shot

PHOTOS BY LESLIE HIGGINS, JASON CONIBER, AND CORA WEAVER
#22 Zander Staba looks to pass the ball

By THE LEROY SPORTS BOOSTERS

Girls Varsity Basketball 
faced Marcus Whitman (19-
2) in the Class B2 Semi-Fi-
nals. It was an incredible 
match that never saw more 
than a three point margin 
between these two teams. 
It was tied 11-11 after the 
first quarter and 22-22 at 
the half. That is how close 
this back and forth game 
was. It came down to the 
last second of play, and your 
Knights simply ran out of 
clock in one of their grittiest 
games of the season. Not 
the outcome they wanted, 
but what a game to watch, as 
they showed a packed house 
what they could do!

Final Score: Le Roy-48 
Marcus Whitman-49

Girls Basketball Stats:
Gabby Zitz-17 pts
Kylie Wilson-12 pts
Sierra Burk-7 pts
Cora Weaver-4 pts
Makenna Gallo-4 pts
Bailey Caton- 4 pts
Knights finish the year 

with a record of 13-9 and two 
very proud coaches.

So proud of you, Knights!! 
And thank you again to our 
Seniors!

Le Roy Girls Basketball Season Ends 
with 1-Point Loss to Marcus Whitman

PHOTOS BY TIFFANY KOTA

By COACH LYONS & THE LEROY SPORTS 
BOOSTERS

What a night! Girls In-
door Track & Field compet-
ed at Class B-2 Sectionals at 
Nazareth University.

The Le Roy Girls Track 
and Field team placed 2nd 
out of 14 teams with 67 
points!

The Knights’ leading 
point scorers were Alli 
Vallese with 18.5 points, 
Chloe Costa with 12 points, 
and Addie Gephart with 8 
points.

Sectional Champions:
Chloe Costa won the Sec-

tional Championship in the 
3000m with a time of 12:01.

Alli Vallese won the Sec-
tional Championship in 
the Triple Jump with a 34’0 
jump.

The Girls 4x400 (Leach, 
Powers, Major, Vallese) 
won the Sectional Champi-
onship with a time of 4:28.

Top Performances:
The Girls 4x800 PR’d by 

22 seconds to finish 2nd 

place with an 11:05.
Addie Gephart improved 

her 1500m race walk time 
by nearly 30 seconds to 
finish 2nd place. Izzy Far-
rell raced well to finish 6th 
place.

Alli Vallese finished 3rd 
and Zoey Humphrey fin-
ished 5th in the 55m.

The Girls 4x200 relay fin-
ished 3rd (Johnson-Guy, 
Powers,  Leach, Hum-
phrey).

Carley Bunch finished 

4th with a 12:29 in the 
3000m and Grace Nicker-
son placed 6th with a 12:42.

Ella Leach dropped a 
new PR to finish top 6 in the 
55m Hurdles.

Lilly Herrick PR’d by 
nearly 2 feet in the Weight 
Throw, narrowly missing 
the top 6.

(Editor’s Note: This was 
the sports article from last 
week that had the unread-
able text. We apologize 
again for that error!)

Le Roy Varsity Girls Indoor Track Places 2nd at Sectionals

PHOTO BY TIFFANY KOTA


