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� e National Warplane Museum Presents

� e One and Only Tommy Dorsey Orchestra!
Big Band Music & Swing Dancing in the museum’s aviation hangar surrounded by historic warbirds!

Saturday, September 20th   |   $50 online / $60 at the door / Outside Hangar  - $40/person (bring your own chair)

Museum Hours: 10am-3pm   |   Dance from 5pm-7pm (wear comfortable shoes)   |   Soda/Water/Co� ee/Refreshments for sale
3489 Big Tree Lane, Geneseo, NY 14454   |   Become a member online!

WWII C-47 Skytrain rides available in the AM (check availability online)   |   More info & tickets available at: NationalWarplaneMuseum.com
Paid for by: Mari Runfola

Residential & Commercial
Lawn Maintenance • Custom Landscapes • Walkways

Retaining Walls • Patios • Ponds
Authorized Unilock & Versalock Contractor

24 Hour Snowplowing • Shoveling • Salting
John Morrill - Owner

(585) 768-6578
www.bubbaslandscape.net

81 Lake Street LeRoy, NY 14482
info@bubbaslandscape.net

We’ve Been Creating Beautiful 
Landscapes Since 1994

Fully Insured

LATHAN
ROLL-OFF SERVICE

LEROY, N.Y.

585-768-7806
www.blue-dumpster.com

FOLLOW US!           @LeroyWeekendGazette       @Sam.Leroy.Gazette

Today
70°/46°

Sunday
81°/49°

Monday
78°/64°

Tuesday
76°/62°

Wednesday
74°/59°

Thursday
74°/58°

Friday
75°/59°

Inside this week:
Captured Rams
McClurg leads LR/CM 
Rivals to big victory over 
Bath-Haverling
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By BRIAN QUINN
bquinn@batavianews.com

Thirty-nine students es-
caped injury Tuesday when 
the bus they were riding in was 
struck from behind.

O�  cer Terraz Smith of the 
Le Roy police said a Subaru 
was underneath the bus and 
a Jeep in front of it at the crash 
scene on West Main Street.

� e Subaru had rear-ended 
the Jeep. � e Jeep the swerved 
to miss the bus while the Sub-
aru continued and struck the 
bus, lodging the front of the ve-
hicle underneath the bus.

� e call about the accident 
came in at 7:21 a.m., Smith 
said. The vehicles and bus 
were traveling east on Main 
Street near Craigie Street, with 
the bus on its way to Le Roy Jr.-
Sr. High School.

“After we � gured out every-
thing was OK, all the students 
were una� ected, they had an-
other bus come and transport 
all the kids from the involved 
bus back to the school,” Smith 
said.

Le Roy Superintendent 
Merritt Holly said the students 

made it to school. � e district 
is assessing the damage to the 
bus.

Police were investigating 
to see if there were any other 
causes for the accident, Smith 
said. � e driver of the Subaru 
was ticketed for following too 
closely.

Police believe the cause was 

distracted driving.
“The driver who collided 

with the bus, she had the sun 
in her eyes and was trying to 
put her sunglasses on,” Smith 
said. “She didn’t see the car 

in front of her stop and she hit 
that one.”

Le Roy � re� ghters and � re 
police also responded, as did 
the Genesee County Sheri� ’s 
O�  ce.

Students Escape Injury in Bus Crash
Vehicle was struck from behind on way to school

BRIAN QUINN/THE DAILY NEWS
Distracted driving was cited in a crash involving a school bus and two other vehicles 
Tuesday morning in Le Roy. No injuries were reported.

Have a news item you’d like to see featured in the LWG? 
Email it to szerillo@batavianews.com!

Your hometown guide to news, events, local businesses, and more!

Chances to 
win over 

31 prizes!

First Night Fireworks Raffle to support LeRoy Business Council and Local Businesses Drawing: Tues., Dec. 9th, 2025 Smoking Eagle BBQ @ 7pm 
Ticket Donation: $5 each or 3 for $10All Proceeds to benefit The First Night FireworksMail payment and slip to: Bob Bennett at 8729 West Bergen Rd. Leroy NY 14482  

or email bbennettbanker@gmail.comOr stop in to some of our local sponsors for tickets: Mill St Liquor, LeRoy Save A Lot, Made. Salon, VIP K9, Smoking Eagle,  
Joe Sherman Barber Shop, Yngodess, No Finer Diner and Personal Preference Salon
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Residential/Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

8040 Telephone Rd.,
LeRoy, NY

www.OlSmokeyTrucking.com

Gravel Driveways • Land Cleaning • Utilities
Excavation • Bulk Material Delivery or Pick Up

Snowplowing • Retaining Walls • Drainage

Nancy M. Crocker
Lic. Assoc. Real Estate Broker, Notary

Cell: (585) 314-7982 • crocker@rochester.rr.com

7133 W. Main Road, LeRoy, NY 14482
office: (585) 502-5250 fax: 347-4165 

Main Office: 
2112 Empire Blvd., Webster, NY 14580

Charter Partner

Gregory “Porp” Rogers
NY Licensed R. E. Broker

585.314.3786
porprogers63@gmail.com

EmpireRealtyROC.com
7133 West Main Road, 

Le Roy, NY 14482

WOODWARD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

7 Wolcott Street 
LeRoy, NY 14482

585-768-8300
Mon-Thurs 10-8, Fri 10-5, Sat 10-2 

Come & see what’s 
happening at the library! www.woodwardmemoriallibrary.org

Discover, Learn & Connect @

Explore our diverse 
programs for all ages 
and find your next 
favorite activity!

How to reach us
438 E. Main St., Batavia NY 14020

PHONE:
585-250-0555

E-MAIL:
gazette@batavianews.com
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sales@batavianews.com
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By BRIAN QUINN
bquinn@batavianews.com

Superintendent Merrit 
Holly is encouraging parents 
to avoid seeking updates or 
information on social media 
in the aftermath of a teach-
er’s suspension last week.

“Much of the conduct 
and conversation occurring 
there has been inaccurate 
and often � lled with person-
al opinions, speculation, and 
misrepresentation,” Holly 
said in a message sent to 

parents and guardians in the 
district. “Please remember 
that this matter is still part 
of an ongoing investigation, 
and the teacher involved 
remains on administrative 
leave.”

Controversy arose late 
� ursday after teacher Mi-
chael Chiulli posted on Face-
book, after the assassination 
of conservative influencer 
Charlie Kirk.

Chiulli had called Kirk “a 
hateful bigot and scumbag,” 
while cursing Kirk and Pres-

ident Donald Trump.
Chiulli was placed on ad-

ministrative leave and his 
apology was included as part 
of a statement issued Friday 
by the school district.

Holly said in Friday’s 
statement that any addition-
al follow-up on the matter 
will be taken care of inter-
nally, in accordance with 
district policies and proce-
dures.

“It is essential to under-
stand that public schools 
must follow speci� c policies 
and procedures in these sit-
uations,” Holly said in Mon-
day’s message.

“We are not the private 
sector,” he said. “There is 
still more investigative work 

to do, and I ask for your pa-
tience and understanding 
as we work through this pro-
cess.

“I recognize that we live 

in a time when people want 
immediate answers and re-
sults,” he said. “However, this 
will not be the case here. I 
will continue to give you up-
dates as I am legally able to 
do so.”

Holly thanked parents 
and guardians for their un-
derstanding and support in 
the di�  cult situation.

Le Roy Asks Parents to Avoid Social Media Updates
Superintendent cites inaccuracies, personal opinions and speculation

MARK GUTMAN/DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
Superintendent Merrit Holley has asked parents and 
guardians in the Le Roy Central School district to avoid 
seeking updates through social media as a teacher 
remains on administrative leave.

By LESLIE DELOOZE
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, LeRoy 
was awarded two grants this summer 
that helped address a long-standing 
roof issue that caused disintegrating 
plaster and discolored paint above the 
altar inside the church. A further con-
cern was the possible damage to the 
very large and notable “Resurrection 
Window,” designed by the Rev. Bishop 
John Barrett Kerfoot (1816-1881), � rst 
Bishop of Pittsburgh on the wall below 
this area.

The Rochester Area Community 
Foundation provided a grant for $5,000 
from their Historic Preservation Fund, 
which is one of many di� erent grant op-
portunities that the foundation oversees 
in an eight-county area. Information on 
their grants is at https://www.racf.org/.

� e church also received a $12,000 
grant through the Episcopal Diocese of 
Western New York from the Holy Com-
munion Fund, named after a church 
that closed and that left their money 
to help other Episcopal churches with 
building needs in the Diocese. Both 
grants made a big impact on the work 
that St. Mark’s could do.

Prior to this summer, the leak had 
been � xed multiple times. � ere were 
recurring issues since at least the 1960s, 
and in fact, the problem may have start-
ed several decades earlier when a light-
ning strike hit one of the chimneys, as 
reported in the LeRoy Gazette News in 
1925.

� is year, the church chose CBono3 
Corp. of Great Valley, New York, because 
of their detailed proposal for the repair, 
which included solutions that had nev-
er been used. � e company specializes 
in historic buildings and slate roofs. � e 
work required a 120’ aerial lift and good 
weather to deal with the height and 
steep pitch of the roof.

With the successful completion of 
this project, the church will enter phase 
two next year with plaster repair and 
painting. In addition to Sunday morn-
ing worship services, St. Mark’s is used 
for a variety of community events, such 
as the annual Music at St. Mark’s con-
cert series, Opera on the Oatka concerts, 
and the upcoming Rotary-sponsored 
production of A Christmas Carol radio 
theater. � e current St. Mark’s Church 
was built in 1869 in the English Gothic 
style and replaced an earlier building on 
Church Street. St. Mark’s is on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.

St. Mark’s, Le Roy Awarded Two Grants 
for Signi� cant Roof Repair

PHOTO PROVIDED BY LESLIE DELOOZE
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Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend regular-
ly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist Church 

a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am and our 
Sunday worship service typically includes singing a mix 

of both traditional and contemporary songs and hymns, a 
children’s message, and a sermon from the Word of God. 

  
First Baptist Church of Le Roy

5 E. Main St., Le Roy
(585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am.

We have a Wednesday Night Bible Study at 5:30pm 
  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
All are welcome to attend our weekly service each Sunday 

at 10:00am, ministered by Rev. David Pepper.
The Thrift Shop is now open on Tuesdays 10:00am - Noon, 

and 4:00 - 5:30pm, and Saturdays 10:00am - Noon. 
Donations may be brought to the church on Monday, 

Wednesday, or Thursday from 9:00am - Noon.
 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy

(585) 768-8980
office@Le Royumcny.org

www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 

Living Waters Church
30 Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy
(585) 768-6543

ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org
Mass Times @ OLM:

Saturday Vigil 4:30pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm

Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.
Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
Weekday: 7:30am Thursday

Mass times may change in the near future.
YouTube Livestream:

youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams
 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
1 E. Main St., Le Roy

(585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

PRESS RELEASE
Grace Baptist Church

BATAVIA – Grace Baptist Church an-
nounced that they will once again serve 
as a host of the 2026 Night to Shine, 
sponsored by the Tim Tebow Founda-
tion. The unforgettable worldwide cel-
ebration event, centered on God’s love, 
honoring and valuing people with spe-
cial needs will be held by host churches 
around the world simultaneously on 
Friday, February 13, 2026. Grace is ex-
cited to join hundreds of other church-
es around the globe in celebrating 
people with disabilities as God’s image 
bearers.

Night to Shine is hosted every year 
by churches on the Friday before Val-
entine’s Day. Each event is unique to its 
location, but some cornerstone activi-
ties included across all of them are a red 
carpet entrance complete with a warm 
welcome from a friendly crowd and 
paparazzi, hair and makeup stations, 
shoeshines, limousine rides, karaoke, 
gifts, a catered dinner, a Sensory Room, 

a Respite Room for parents and care-
givers, dancing, and a crowning cere-
mony where every guest is honored as a 
King or Queen – the way God sees them 
each and every day.

“Night to Shine is my favorite night of 
the year! It’s my favorite because we get 
to celebrate so many Kings and Queens 
and share how much they are loved by 
us and by the God of this universe. Our 
goal is to be able to get to every person 
with special needs around the world – 
until all are celebrated. No matter what 
city, no matter what country, no matter 
where you are, we want Night to Shine 
to be there.” said Tim Tebow, founder of 
the Tim Tebow Foundation.

As sponsor of Night to Shine, the Tim 
Tebow Foundation provides each host 
church with the official 2026 Night to 
Shine Planning Manual, personalized 
guidance and support from a Tim Te-
bow Foundation staff member, the op-
portunity to apply for a financial grant, 
and access to planning resources that 
will assist them in creating an unfor-
gettable experience for their honored 

guests. The foundation also provides 
access to ongoing disability ministry 
resources through Shine On. Shine 
On, a ministry of the Tim Tebow Foun-
dation, is a faith-based community – a 
source of inspiration, belonging, and 
education for everyone impacted by 
disability. Shine On envisions a global 
community of churches and families 
that foster belonging and purpose for 
all.

Over the past eleven years, Night to 
Shine, through hundreds of churches 
worldwide, has provided over half a 
million guest experiences and over a 
million volunteer experiences.

Volunteer and guest registration will 
open on Monday October 13, 2025. For 
additional information on the Night to 
Shine hosted by Grace Baptist Church 
in Batavia, visit https://gracebatavia.
org/night-to-shine/

For more information on the world-
wide movement of Night to Shine, 
sponsored by the Tim Tebow Founda-
tion, please visit: www.timtebowfoun-
dation.org/night-to-shine.

Grace Baptist Church to Host Night to Shine 
Celebration Event for People with Special 

Needs Sponsored by Tim Tebow Foundation

By BRIAN QUINN
bquinn@batavianews.com

BATAVIA — Genesee 
County is celebrating Sher-
iff ’s Week this week, Sept. 
14-20, to honor one of the 
original constitutional of-
fices of Genesee County. 
The office was established 
in 1802.

Sheriff Joseph Graff said 
he is proud of his staff and 
the services it provides 
through its Criminal, Civil, 
Communications and Cor-
rections divisions, Animal 
Control, Genesee Justice 
and the Child Advocacy 
Center.

“Certainly, we all work 
collectively, every day, to 
uphold the law enforce-
ment throughout this com-
munity and provide the ser-
vices,” Graff said at the Sept. 
10 Legislature meeting. 
“I’m proud of our agency 
and who we are, and what 
we do.”

The third week of Sep-
tember every year is used as 
an occasion to celebrate the 
history of the office of sher-
iff in New York and to high-
light the services deputies, 
correction officers, emer-
gency services dispatchers, 
dog control officers and 
civilian staff. The lights on 
the Old County Courthouse 

cupola will be changed to 
blue to acknowledge this 
week.

The county Sheriff ’s Of-
fice also announced that 
Deputy Richard V. Flores 
recently completed his 16-
week field training.

Deputies are assigned to 
various field training offi-
cers and shifts so they can 
be trained on individual as-
pects of police work.

Flores graduated from 
the 145th Basic Course for 
Police Officers Academy 
from the Erie County Law 
Enforcement Training 
Academy on Dec. 13. He is 
a 2016 graduate from Elba 
Central School.

Four deputy sheriffs re-
cently graduated from the 
84th Basic Course for Police 
Academy from the Niagara 
County Law Enforcement 
Academy on Aug. 22.

 ■ Deputy Travis A. Lam-
bert is a 2020 graduate 
from Byron-Bergen Cen-
tral School. He attended St. 
John Fisher University be-
fore his deployment over-
seas with the U. S. military.

 ■ Deputy Neva B. Saile 
is a 2022 graduate of Alex-
ander Central School. Saile 
completed the Health Ca-
reers Academy at Genesee 
Valley BOCES, and earned 
an associate’s degree from 
Genesee Community Col-

lege.
 ■ Deputy Kaitlyn A. En-

glerth received a special 
education recognition for 
her academic achieve-
ments while attending ba-
sic academy. She is a 2009 
graduate of Le Roy Central 
School and a 2013 graduate 
of the University of Buffalo 
where she earned a bach-
elor of arts degree in psy-
chology.

 ■ Deputy Scout R. Seelau 
is a 2021 graduate of Pem-
broke Central School and 
a 2025 graduate of Hilbert 
College where she earned a 
bachelor’s degree in crime 
scene investigation and fo-
rensics.

Genesee Celebrates Sheriff’s Week
Office recognizes deputy achievements

COURTESY OF GENESEE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Sheriff Joseph M. Graff and Undersheriff Ryan M. DeLong, far left, join members of 
road patrol, emergency communications, Genesee Justice and Justice for Children 
Advocacy Center in receiving the Genesee County Legislature proclamation from 
Legislator Marianne Clattenburg.

COURTESY OF GENESEE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
In this Sheriff’s Office group photo are, from left, Undersheriff Ryan M. DeLong; former Undersheriff Bradley D. 
Mazur; deputies Travis A. Lambert, Neva B. Saile, Kaitlyn A. Englerth and Scout R. Seelau; Chief Deputy of Road 
Patrol Brian M. Frieday and Sheriff Joseph M. Graff.

Honor the cherished memory of a 
loved one with a personal tribute.

Local News & Community • In Print & Online
585-250-0555 | www.thedailynewsonline.com/leroyweekendgazette

Place an obituary in The Le Roy Weekend Gazette starting at $75 for 5”. Each 
additional inch in depth will cost $15. Adding a standard size photo will cost 
$15. If you would like to run the obituary in either The Daily News or Livings-
ton County News in addition to The LWG, the obituary can be repeated at 50% 
of the original cost.

Newspapers offer a historical account of the communities they serve and we 
do not want to exclude anyone from our obituary page due to inability to pay. 
Therefore, a one-inch death notice that only lists the name, age, town, date of 
death and occupation of the deceased will be free of charge. The funeral home 
needs to note in their email that the obituary will be free. As such, the name of 
the Funeral Home will not be published in the free obituary.

The LWG allows Funeral Homes to publish a “partial” obituary. There is no charge 
for a partial as long as a complete obituary is forthcoming. If for any reason a full  
obituary is not published, The LWG will charge the minimum $75 obituary fee.

Call us for more information on deadlines and placement details.

Check out our store
to see what obituary
keepsakes we sell!

NewsKeepsake.com/Pages/Batavia-News

THELCN.COM
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PRESS RELEASE
PBA of New York State

ALBANY — Today the Police Benev-
olent Association of New York State re-
leased the following statement, attrib-
utable to President James McCartney:

“The PBA of New York State is sad-
dened by the assassination of Charlie 
Kirk at Utah Valley University last week 
and commends our brother and sister 
law enforcement officers for their swift 
work in apprehending a suspect in the 
case. Incidents like the one in Utah 
force us to take a hard look at our own 
policies and procedures, to ensure we 
are ready for a streamlined mass re-
sponse if something similar were to 
happen on a SUNY campus. Equally 
critical is prevention: sharing resourc-
es, intelligence and training to collec-
tively strengthen the defense of our 
most vulnerable campus communities.

During this time of uncertainty, fear 
and heightened attention on cam-
pus safety, the PBA of New York State 

urges SUNY and the elected leaders 
of the state of New York to pass a com-
mon-sense SUNY centralization policy.

For years, the PBA of New York State 
has pursued a sensible SUNY central-
ization policy for New York’s 29 cam-
puses protected by University Police 
departments (see list below). SUNY 
centralization would standardize prac-
tices such as statewide leadership and 
hiring, computer-aided dispatch, digi-
tal evidence management, background 
checks, crime trend analysis and more. 
It would allow University Police depart-
ments across New York to more effec-
tively share information in real-time on 
coordinated threats of violence, ‘swat-
ting’ incidents, social media dares, 
sexual assault and harassment, suspect 
descriptions, and many other law en-
forcement matters – all of which now 
occur in a communications vacuum 
across the 29 University Police-protect-
ed campuses.

Presently, New York is closer than 

ever to SUNY centralization, with 
S4707/A5887 (Stavisky/McMahon) al-
ready in committee for the 2025-2026 
legislative session. We urge Senators, 
Assembly members and Governor 
Kathy Hochul to meaningfully consider 
and pass this bill in the upcoming legis-
lative year.

The PBA of New York State reaffirms 
its confidence in the men and women 
of the New York State University Police. 
These sworn, fully commissioned po-
lice officers enforce all state laws within 
the confines of their assigned campus 
and analyze incoming information and 
potential threats every day. Together, 
hundreds of University Police officers 
protect tens of thousands of college 
and university students, staff, faculty 
and administrators, ensuring that free 
thought and the exchange of ideas re-
main protected on SUNY campuses 
across the state of New York.”

Statement on Security of SUNY Campuses 
Protected by University Police
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Question of the Week? ?? ? ??

?

??

Question from The Le Roy Weekend Gazette staff

Have an answer you want to share with us directly? Send your answers to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Previous question - “Star Wars or Star Trek?”

Favorite Robert Redford movie?
HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!

HAVE AN ANSWER?

Feel free to share with us on Facebook
Or email your answer directly to
bfunderburk@batavianews.com

HAVE AN ANSWER? HAVE AN ANSWER?

Feel free to share with us on Facebook
Or email your answer directly to
bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Feel free to share with us on Facebook
Or email your answer directly to
bfunderburk@batavianews.com

www.CasperFarmsBeef.com•Crystal (585) 478-6326•6671 Main Road, Stafford, NY 14143

Question of the Week sponsored by:

Local History

By LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Special to
The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

This past summer, a large 
section of a retaining wall 
in Section C of Machpelah 
Cemetery fell into the road 
down by the Lathrup Chap-
el. Section C and Section B 
to the north, are the two old-
est sections in Machpelah, 
which is on the National 
Register of Historic places. 
Machpelah was laid out in 
1858 by George Blodgett who 
wanted to have a Victorian 
“Rural Cemetery” in Le Roy, 
like Mount Hope Cemetery 
in Rochester. Blodgett enlist-
ed the help of Chauncey Ol-
msted to lay out the original 
fences and walkways. Rural 
cemeteries are patterned 
after the 1831 Mount Au-
burn Cemetery near Boston 
which was the first Romantic 
Victorian cemetery in the 
United States. This distinc-
tive style of cemetery was 
in sharp contrast to the co-
lonial era burying grounds 
and the graveyards affiliated 

with nearby churches where 
graves are laid out in straight 
rows in a linear layout.

Rural Victorian cem-
eteries were designed as 
parks, for families to spend 
time with their loved ones. 
These pastoral cemeteries 
had benches and fountains 
which added to the tranquil 
setting. When Blodgett set 
out the cemetery, he pur-
chased trees to be planted to 
add to the serene setting. The 
two sections, B and C, are 
steep with terraces and stone 
stairways. Section C is al-
most completely surround-
ed with stone retaining walls. 
Section B has walls that are 
over eight feet tall. The wall 
that fell into the road was 
only three feet high, but as 
the large stones fell, many 
broke into pieces. Repairing 
the wall would be a difficult 
puzzle.

Most of the stones in the 
retaining walls in the cem-
etery are local Onondaga 
limestone. Some may have 
been taken from the quarry 

that was near the creek on 
the other side of the cem-
etery. Some of the stones 
were smooth cut which 
could have been done at the 
mill near the Munson Street 
dam. That mill cut all the Le 
Roy limestone that was used 
to build the Genesee Coun-
ty Court House in Batavia 
in 1841. Throughout Mach-
pelah are large smooth cut 
stones used for cap stones 
on the walls and the face 
of the two hillside crypts. 
Other walls in the cemetery 
are made from “rustic cut” 
stone, similar to the pillars 
at the entrances to the cem-
etery.

upon inspection of the 
fallen wall it was decided to 
remove more stones in order 
to stabilize the wall because 
it was leaning toward the 
road. The work was done by 
Joe Malovich and his daugh-
ter. The rocks were lifted into 
place with a claw excavator. 
When the wall was original-
ly built, workers would have 
used a block and tackle to 
move the large stones into 
place.

It was necessary to only 
lay a few stones at a time in 
order to allow the mortar to 
set so the stones would stay 
in place before the next lay-
er of stones were placed. 
Reenforcing rods were also 
built into the wall to stabilize 
the structure. Luckily, there 
were no graves or grave-
stones above the wall that 
would jeopardize the work.

The name Machpelah was 
suggested by the Reverend 
Samuel Cox, the first Chan-
cellor of Ingham University. 
Machpelah is the burying 
ground mentioned in the 
Old Testament of the Bible, 
from Genesis 49:30: “Bury 
me with my fathers in the 
cave in the field of Ephrom 
the Hittite, the cave in the 
field of Machpelah …” The 

first burial in Machpelah 
was twelve-year-old Caro 
Frances Chamberlin, who 
was buried on December 
31, 1858. Her grave is near 
the top of a hill in section B. 
Also in section B is the pub-
lic vault which Blodgett built 
into the hill near the path-
way which now leads to the 
Lathrop Chapel. In 1870, the 
heirs of Miles Lampson, one 
of the wealthiest men in Le 
Roy, built a granite mauso-
leum on the pathway around 
Section C. Ownership of 
the cemetery was formal-
ly transferred in 1873 from 
George Blodgett to the

Machpelah Cemetery As-
sociation. The following year 
the cemetery was formerly 
consecrated. In 1913, the 
Le Roy Gazette wrote: “Go 
where you may and it will be 
difficult to find a more pic-
turesque spot or one better 
adapted for a cemetery than 
that of Machpelah. It seems 
as if nature had this in mind 
when this plot of ground 
was formed . . . so beautiful 
a spot for the resting place 
of the dead. Reposing on the 
east ban of the Oatka, upon 
slight elevations, it has per-
fect drainage and with its 
beautiful trees it presents a 
handsome picture. At the 
foot of the slope flows the 
Oatka river, through green 
and velvet-like meadows, 
and as it approaches the qui-
et retreat, it flows more soft-
ly in its course, until well to 
the north when it becomes a 
rapid stream again.”

The Cemetery Associa-
tion purchased property to 
the south and in 1907, the 
Woodward Mausoleum was 
built. The Woodward family 
hired landscape architect 
Alling Deforest to design 
the area around the mau-
soleum. Deforest is known 
for designing the gardens 
around the George Eastman 

House in Rochester. The 
new section of the cemetery 
reflects the “City Beautiful” 
concept which was a result 
of the design of the Chicago 
World’s Fair. This can be seen 
as one enters the main gate 
of the cemetery and looks 
down the tree-lined road to 
the Woodward mausoleum. 
Shortly after the installation 
of the Woodward Mauso-
leum, the Lathrop Chapel 
was built in 1910. It was de-
signed by Robert Fayfield of 
Buffalo and provides a quiet 
space for memorial services 
and an occasional wedding. 
The chapel underwent ren-
ovations in 1953, through 
the generosity of Reverend 
Raymond Calkins who fund-
ed the work in memory of 
his wife’s family, the Lath-
rops. The chapel is graced 
by a beautiful stained-glass 
window. A few years ago, 
the slate roof of the chapel 
was replaced with funds in 
memory of Judd and Marilyn 
Crocker.

Several years ago, the 
Friends of Machpelah Cem-
etery was formed in order to 
raise money for restoration 
projects. This not-for-prof-
it organization has raised 
money for necessary tree 
removal, as well as the recent 
stone wall restoration. It se-
cured a grant from the Blood 
Foundation to repair one of 
the windows in the chapel. 
The Friends also organize 
and fund the flags which 
are placed on 500 veteran’s 
graves on Memorial Day. At 
this time, there is a walking/
driving tour of the cemetery. 
Printed guides can be found 
at the information sign at 
the main entrance on North 
Street. The Friends of Mach-
pelah continue to seek dona-
tions to continue the preser-
vation of this historic site and 
may be contacted at POBox 
333, Le Roy, 14482. Other 
information concerning the 
purchase of burial plots or 
the use of the Lathrop Chap-
el, call 585-768-7070.

Machpelah 
Cemetery Wall

PHOTO PROVIDED BY LYNNE BELLUSCIO

PHOTO PROVIDED BY LYNNE BELLUSCIO
Photo of Machpelah Cemetery circa 1910.
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Saturday, Sep 20
Pickup 11am

Until Sold Out
Chicken BBQ
by Fatmando
(Bob Riggi)

1/2 Chicken, Mac-
N-Cheese, Roll, Salt 

Potatoes
Partial proceeds to 
benefit First Baptist 

Church Backpack 
Program

Tickets are $15 and 
can be purchased 

from any Mason or 
call 585-502-5155

Olive Branch  
Mason Lodge no.39
12 Bank St., Le Roy

•

Tuesday, Sep 23
4:30 - 6:30pm

Brand Genesee 
Community Work-

shop
Your voice matters! 

Help shape the future 
of Genesee County!
Join us for the free 
open house where 

residents, business-
es, and community 
groups can contrib-
ute ideas and inspi-

ration.
Let’s build a brand 

that reflects our her-
itage, our pride, and 

our potential!
The Generation 

Center
15 Center Street.,

Batavia
•

Thursday, Sep 25
6 - 8pm

“Made to Bloom”
Ladies Health & 

Wellness Workshop
Feeling like life is 

just... TOO MUCH?
Busy schedules, con-
stant juggling, non-
stop stress... sound 

familiar?
You’re not alone 

and you don’t have 
to navigate it alone 

either <3
With special guest 

speaker Sandra 
Marchese, local ex-
pert in stress man-
agement, mindful 

living, and overcom-
ing overwhelm.

You’ll enjoy an inter-
active, inspiring eve-
ning with like-mind-

ed women who get 
it... because they’re 

living it as well.
$30 per ticket, 

registration required
Hope Center 

of Le Roy
42 Main St., Le Roy

•

Saturday, Sep 27
5 - 8pm

After the 4pm Mass
Come Celebrate

Oktoberfest
Beer, Brats, Burgers, 
Music, Kid Games & 

Activities - fun for the 
whole family!

$5 per person, chil-
dren 5 and under are 
free. Purchase tickets 
after mass or stop by 
the office during the 
week. No tickets sold 

at the door.
For questions please 

contact:
olmsocialcomm

@gmail.com
Hope Center 

of Le Roy
42 Main St., Le Roy

•

Sunday, Oct 5
12pm Noon

A Blessing of the 
Animals

St. Mark’s second 
annual Blessing of 

the Animals is coin-

ciding with the Feast 
of St. Francis (Oct. 4)
All animals and their 
owners are welcome!
A short service is fol-
lowed by blessings.

St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church

1 E. Main St., Le Roy
•

Wednesday, Oct 8
6:30pm

The Witch’s Garden 
Open Club Meeting
Learn about plants 
historically grown 

for their magical and 
medicinal proper-

ties, and how a mod-
ern-day gardener 
might use them.

Le Roy New York 
Garden Club

7 Clay St., Le Roy
•

Wednesday, Oct 18
10am - 2pm

Women’s Day 
of Recollection

Featured speaker 
Betsy MacKinnon 
comes to us from 

Rochester, NY where 
she works as a men-
tal health therapist 

for teens and adults.
Also featuring

Fr. Scottston F. Brent-
wood, O de M.

Speaking on “We 
have our hope in 

Jesus.”
$10 Admission
Includes Lunch
For registration 

please contact Patty 
Fernaays at (585) 

813-3583
Our Lady of Mercy 
and St. Brigid pa-

rishioners may sign 
up in the back of the 

church.
Our Lady of Mercy 

Parish
44 Lake St., Le Roy
_________________

ONGOING:
Mondays

Until October 6th
10:30 - 11am

Monday Storytime
Join Miss Melissa for 
stories and songs of 
a new theme each 
week, plus a mix of 
flannel board activ-
ities, instruments, 

and/or bubbles! 
Children 1 - 5 years 

old, but siblings of all 
ages are welcome to 
join. Registration is 

appreciated!*
Sign up here: 

https://wood-
wardmemorialli-
brary.libcal.com/
event/15173402

Woodward 
Memorial Library

7 Wolcott St., Le Roy

•

Tuesdays
Until October 7th

5:30 - 6pm
Tuesday Storytime
Join Miss Melissa for 
stories and songs of 
a new theme each 
week, plus a mix of 
flannel board activ-
ities, instruments, 

and/or bubbles! 
Children 1 - 5 years 

old, but siblings of all 
ages are welcome to 
join. Registration is 

appreciated!*
Sign up here: 

https://wood-
wardmemorialli-
brary.libcal.com/
event/15173422

Woodward 
Memorial Library

7 Wolcott St., Le Roy
•

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering
People are welcome 

to come (in pairs 
or groups) anytime 
during our business 
hours (1-7pm) and 
play free play. Sign 

up for the event 
through the WPN 

event link website. 
People are welcome 

to do this any day 
(Mon-Sun) be-

tween 1-7pm. D&D, 
Pokémon, YuGiOh, 
or any other family 
friendly game play 

also welcomed in our 
game room! 

“Free Pack Friday”
Bring a friend and 

play at least one 
round logged in 

through WPN and 
recieve one free pack 

per person!
Contact us via call or 
text if you have any 

questions
(585) 356-7579

Dio’s Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

1. MOVIES: What was the name 
of Ron Burgundy’s dog in “Anchor-
man”?

2. LITERATURE: The middle 
school student Greg Heffley is the pro-
tagonist of which book series? 

3. SCIENCE: What is the Abyssal 
Zone in the ocean?

4. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the 
island of Aruba located?

5. TELEVISION: Which city is the 
setting for the series “Breaking Bad”?

6. PSYCHOLOGY: What is the fear 
of colors called?

7. ANATOMY: What connects mus-
cles to bones?

8. U.S. STATES: Which state is 
home to the Badlands National Park?

9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the 
sixth president of the United States?

10. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What is September’s traditional birth-
stone?

Answers
1. Baxter.
2. “Diary of a Wimpy Kid.”
3. The deepest and darkest part of 

the ocean, at depths of 3,000 to 6,000 
meters. 

4. Southern Caribbean Sea.
5. Albuquerque, New Mexico.
6. Chromophobia.
7. Tendons.
8. South Dakota.
9. John Quincy Adams.
10. Sapphire.
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@batavianews.com  
or  
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Your trusted source for 
local news in print & 

online is now available for 
convenient home delivery!

K E E P  I T 

L O C A L

(585) 343-8000
 438 East Main Street, Batavia, NY 14020  •  M-F, 9am-5pm

6-months
$30*

1-year
$52*

*For All 
Village 

Residents

By NARDINE SAAD
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

STAFFORD — Perhaps 
too many celebrities are de-
scribed as icons.

But Robert Redford truly 
was the case — impossibly 
handsome, a skilled actor 
and director whose career 
mixed undeniable classics 
and critical favorites alike.

One of those career stops 
was in 1983 as much of the 
baseball drama “The Natu-
ral” was filmed in Western 
New York, including por-
tions of the GLOW region.

Redford, who died Tues-
day at his home in Utah, 
filmed some outdoor scenes 
in the Town of Stafford. A 
gray 1924 International trac-
tor from the former Tired 
Iron Tractor Museum in 
Cuylerville also made an ap-
pearance in the movie.

Beyond that? Plenty of 
Western New York residents 
in stadium scenes, with film-
ing also taking place at land-
marks such as Central Ter-
minal, the old War Memorial 
Stadium, and the Parkside 
Candy Store in Buffalo.

Redford was 89 years old 
at the time of his death.

Redford was a natural star 
who seemed to comfortably 
reflect the post-war zeitgeist 
in America with his choice 
of movie roles and side proj-
ects. As Newsweek put it, 
“What Redford has always 
captured best is the flawed 

American hero.”
Redford’s most memora-

ble roles were arguably those 
that exploited the juxtaposi-
tion of the actor’s chiseled, 
class-president good looks 
and his ability to conjure up 
a scarred and hostile psyche.

Whether he was playing 
the sulky, driven Olympic 
hopeful in “Downhill Rac-
er,” the corruptible political 
idealist in “The Candidate” 
or the charismatic outlaw 
in “Butch Cassidy,” Redford 
said he hewed that line “be-
tween what appears and 
what is.”

“There was always that 
tension and the darker side 
is what interests me,” he 
said. “People always ask me, 
‘Why did you play all those 
inarticulate guys?’ Well, that 
was the way you made the 
point—playing a character 
who can’t always articulate 
what he’s feeling and who 
has to develop action to find 
out.”

In films such as “Jeremiah 
Johnson,” “Downhill Racer,” 
“The Candidate,” and “Or-
dinary People,” which were 
among his favorites, Redford 
examined ways that individ-
uals are affected and some-
times broken by their envi-
ronments.

Later in his career, that 
notion held true for his per-
formance as Our Man, a tor-
mented sailor adrift at sea in 
“All is Lost.” Redford was the 

only actor in the film and had 
all of 51 spoken words, yet 
was nominated for a Golden 
Globe.

In turns a wry comic, mat-
inee idol, bankable box-of-
fice draw, indie titan and 
devoted preservationist, 
Redford carefully cultivated 
the superstardom based on 
his boyish charms and cap-
italized on the post-studio-
boss system as he became 
the de facto godfather of the 
independent film move-
ment.

As a filmmaker — one 
with carefully wrought ideas 
and a genuine cinematic 
palette — Redford lobbied 
for various environmental 
causes onscreen and off, 
including American Indian 
rights, offshore oil drilling 
and global warming.

“I gave up a long time 
ago the idea that a film can 
change people’s lives, let 
alone their politics,” Red-
ford said in a 2007 Playboy 
interview. “I discovered we 
Americans enjoy the distrac-
tion of entertainment but 
aren’t really interested in the 
deeper message.”

Charles Robert Redford 
Jr. was born in 1936 in Santa 
Monica to a working-class 
family and grew up in a heav-
ily Latino neighborhood in 
South L.A.

“There was this real ca-
maraderie, with the paper 
drives and everybody sac-

rificing,” Redford told The 
Times in 2007. “And sud-
denly the war (World War II) 
ended and this weird thing 
happened. Suddenly every-
thing was about class. And 
then there was an anger you 
could just feel.”

His father, Charles Sr., 
took the family on weekly 
outings to the Santa Monica 
Public Library, where young 
“Charlie” devoured Greek 
mythology. Comic strips 
and radio were among the 
family’s affordable pleasures 
but on occasion, his mother 
Martha took her son to the 
Aero theater.

“These weren’t happy 
times; nobody had much,” 
he told The Times in 2000. 
“The library’s where I got 
into this mythology. But how 
the people came together 
was radio, or the funny pa-
pers. Sunday was a huge 
deal. You’d go racing for the 
funnies. Without knowing 
it, I was very connected to 
them.”

The family moved to Van 
Nuys but Redford found it 
sterile and loathed his new 
neighborhood.

After graduating in 1954, 
he went to the University 
of Colorado on a baseball 
scholarship but he promptly 
drank his way off the team. 
He briefly studied painting 
in Paris before returning 
stateside to pursue acting.

Like many of his contem-
poraries, Redford’s road to 
stardom took him by way of 
theater and television, ap-
pearing on the usual slate of 
variety and anthology series 
in the early 1960s — “Play-
house 90,” “Perry Mason,” 
“Play of the Week” and “Al-
fred Hitchcock Presents” 
while booking what he 
could in theaters. By 1962, 
he had appeared in a “Twi-
light Zone” episode and 
the low-budget Korean War 
thriller “War Hunt” with Syd-
ney Pollack.

Still a relatively unknown 
stage actor, Redford’s break 
came in his 20s when direc-
tor Mike Nichols cast him 
as the lead in Neil Simon’s 
Broadway comedy “Barefoot 
in the Park.” The 1963 com-
edy was a hit and Redford 
was touted as the new Cary 
Grant.

The play opened the door 
to more films, including the 
film adaptation of “Barefoot 
in the Park” opposite Jane 
Fonda, which made him a 
popular leading man.

But he arguably became 
“the Robert Redford” when 

he was paired with Paul 
Newman in 1969’s “Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance 
Kid,” his character later 
serving as the namesake 
for his annual film festival. 
The picture about two affa-
ble bandits who have out-
lived their time became the 
highest-grossing Western 
in motion picture history 
and highlighted the duo’s 
near-perfect comic timing.

Redford said it was the 
most fun he had ever had on 
a film he had ever and ce-
mented a lifelong friendship 
with Newman.

“We developed a friend-
ship off that film, and things 
fell into place,” he told The 
Times in 2015. “It didn’t re-
quire a lot of talk but what 
came with it was fun. I owe 
much of my career to Paul.”

Redford followed “Butch 
Cassidy” with 1969’s “Down-
hill Racer” and then the 1972 
comedy “The Hot Rock.” 
He reteamed with Pollack 
in “Jeremiah Johnson,” in 
which he played a moun-
tain man who becomes the 
object of a vendetta. In 1973, 
Redford made his producing 
debut on “The Candidate,” a 
dark, satirical look at cam-
paigning that further estab-
lished him as a serious actor 
and earned an Oscar for best 
writing.

Redford returned as a ro-
mantic lead in Pollack’s 1973 
glossy “The Way We Were” 
with Barbra Streisand. He 
was the all-too content Hub-
bell to Streisand’s Katie — 
one of the more talked-about 
movie couples of the year. 
The blockbuster won Acade-
my Awards for original song 
and original music score, 
and a Grammy for top song 
from a film.

He partnered with New-
man again in 1973’s “The 
Sting” as they played two con 
men trying to get even with 
a mob boss. Its seven Oscar 
wins, including best pic-
ture, capped off a great year 
for the actor who received 
his one and only lead actor 
Oscar nomination for his 
breezy performance.

His hot streak continued 
with Alan J. Pakula’s 1976 
drama “All the President’s 
Men,” in which he and 
Dustin Hoffman embodied 
Washington Post newsmen 
Bob Woodward and Carl 
Bernstein, respectively. The 
film won four Oscars, includ-
ing one for William Gold-
man’s adaptation of the Wa-
tergate reporters’ bestseller 
and another for Jason Ro-

bards’ role as then Post edi-
tor Ben Bradlee. The drama 
was the third-highest gross-
ing of the year, was listed on 
AFI’s 100 greatest films of all 
time and was hailed as an 
instant classic by Times film 
critic Charles Champlin.

When it was revealed that 
the Watergate burglars had 
connections to the Nixon 
White House in 1972, Red-
ford convinced Woodward 
to secretly meet with him in 
Washington, D.C., and the 
reporter “confessed that he 
didn’t think I was for real. 
That I was a setup,” Redford 
told The Times in 2006. “They 
were so paranoid. They knew 
they were being watched.”

Redford reached out to 
the reporters before their 
book was even written, as 
the story was still evolving, 
and bought the film rights 
for $450,000 through Warner 
Bros. in 1974.

In 1978, Redford’s pro-
duction partner Sterling Van 
Wagenen launched the U.S. 
Film Festival in Utah with 
John Earle and Cirina Hamp-
ton. Redford’s wife Lola Von 
Wagenen, Sterling’s older 
cousin whom Redford wed 
in 1958, loved Utah and the 
star bought land there in the 
1970s.

In 1981, the Sundance In-
stitute was established, a film 
and theater development lab 
on a corner of his Utah prop-
erty that spawned such films 
as “El Norte,” “Heartland” 
and the Oscar-winning “The 
Trip to Bountiful.” Redford’s 
presence at the festival was 
erratic, and at times shad-
owy, as not to eclipse the fes-
tival’s filmmakers.

In 2014, the Documenta-
ry Association gave him the 
Career Achievement Award 
from for having had “a major 
impact on the documentary 
genre though a long and dis-
tinguished body of work.” He 
had already received an hon-
orary Oscar in 2002 for his 
body of work. In 2016, Pres-
ident Barack Obama award 
Redford with the Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom.

In 2018, he announced 
his retirement from acting 
ahead of the release of his 
light-hearted caper, “The Old 
Man & the Gun.”

-----------
©2025 Los Angeles Times. 

Visit at latimes.com. Dis-
tributed by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

Includes reporting by Matt 
Surtel.

WNY Was ‘The Natural’ Location for Redford
Portions of classic baseball movie were filmed in GLOW

DAILY NEWS FILE PHOTO
Robert Redford, right, is shown at an unidentified property in 1983 in Stafford during filming of “The Natural.” Scenes from the movie were filmed in the GLOW region.
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Call Jayme at (585) 944-7402
or email jqutermous@batavianews.com

Le ROY SPORTS INSIDER

By KYLE GOODENOUGH
Le Roy Youth Football & Cheer

It was a full weekend of 
action for Le Roy Youth 
Football as the Beginner, 
Mini, and JV Knights all 
squared off against Roy-
Hart/Barker. While the day 
brought mixed results, each 
team showed grit, tough-
ness, and steady progress 
on the field.

Beginner Knights
The Le Roy Beginner 

Knights fought hard but 
came up short against a 
strong Roy-Hart Rams 
squad, falling 33-0. A hand-
ful of big plays proved cost-
ly, yet the young Knights 
continue to show growth 
and improvement each 
week as they build experi-
ence.

Mini Knights
The Mini Knights were 

locked in a battle from 
start to finish, suffering a 
heartbreaking 14-13 loss at 
home.

Le Roy struck first as Aid-
en Costa powered into the 
end zone and added the 
extra point for a 7-0 lead. 
Roy-Hart/Barker respond-

ed with two scores, but the 
Knights’ defense kept the 
game tight. Juddy Reed was 
a force at defensive end, 
racking up tackles in every 
series, while Greyson Big-
gins anchored the oppo-
site side. Linebackers Evan 
Saeva, Zac Lawrence, Cos-
ta, and Max Gavin brought 
toughness in the middle, 
with Greyson Nichols and 
Jax Lathan holding strong 
on the corners.

Late in the fourth quar-
ter, Reed and Saeva deliv-
ered back-to-back tackles 
for loss to set up a final of-
fensive drive. With no tim-
eouts, the Knights marched 
down the field as Biggins 
and Saeva provided key 
runs before Gavin capped 
the drive with an electrify-
ing, last-second touchdown 
run that pulled Le Roy with-
in one. The Knights lined 
up for a two-point conver-
sion but came up just short 
on a pass attempt, sealing 
the narrow defeat.

JV Knights
The JV Knights kept their 

hot streak alive with a com-
manding 46-13 victory, im-
proving to 3-1 on the sea-

son.
Le Roy got off to a fast 

start when Bryce Breemes 
broke free for a 45-yard 
touchdown on the open-
ing drive. After Roy-Hart 
tied the game, quarterback 
Tarick Vangalio connected 
with Seth Przybyl for a 45-
yard strike on 4th down. 
Josh Tenney added a 15-
yard touchdown run before 
halftime to put the Knights 
up 20-13.

From there, the second 
half belonged entirely to Le 
Roy. Vangalio opened the 
scoring with a QB sneak, 
while the defense shut 
down Roy-Hart’s offense, 
highlighted by an intercep-
tion from Brodie Stogsdill. 
Przybyl added two more 
scores — a 2-yard rushing 
touchdown and a 25-yard 
reception from Vangalio — 
before Deacon Wojtaszczyk 
closed out the night with 
a touchdown run. Kicker 
Macarri Tomlin contribut-
ed three extra points, while 
defensive standouts Stogs-
dill, Trenton Alford, Parker 
Page, Xander Parker, and 
Gavin Williams made big 
plays to secure the win.

Looking Ahead Le Roy 
Youth Football continues 
its season next weekend 
with all three squads travel-
ing to Newfane. With steady 
growth from the Beginners, 
a resilient effort from the 
Minis, and the JV squad 
riding momentum, the 
Knights look to keep build-
ing on a strong campaign.

Le Roy Youth Football Battles Hard 
Against Roy-Hart/Barker

PHOTO BY DANIELLE WOJTASZCZYK

PHOTO BY DANIELLE WOJTASZCZYK

The Le Roy/Cal-Mum Ri-
vals junior varsity boys soccer 
team rans its winning streak 
to three games with victories 
over the Dansville Mustangs 
and Wayland-Cohocton Ea-
gles in the past week.

Both games were marked 
by high-powered offense that 
saw goals from multiple con-
tributors and a stout defense.

The Rivals shutout Dans-
ville 5-0 on Monday, out-
shooting the Mustangs 32 to 2 
on Dansville’s turf field.

Despite a 16-to-1 edge in 
shots for the opening half, the 
game remained tight. Le Roy 
had two shots clang off the 
post before finally getting on 
the board with 1:18 left in the 
half. Ryker Sherwood angled 
a header off a Dylan Loftus 
corner kick — one of five cor-
ner kicks the Rivals had in the 
half — into the far corner of 
the goal for a 1-0 Rivals lead.

That goal ignited the of-
fense and the momentum 
carried over into the second 
half. Sherwood added a sec-
ond goal early in the second 
half, scoring 2:26 into the half 
from an assist by Carter Wi-
ley. Two minutes later, Wiley 
collected a second assist on 
a goal by David Preston that 
put Le Roy/Cal-Mum up 3-0.

The Rivals added two more 
goals in less than 5 minutes 
late in the game. Ian Ludwig 
trapped a long pass at the 8:59 
mark that he was able to turn 
and unload a shot for a 4-0 
lead. Then, with less than five 
minutes to go Preston scored 
his second goal of the game 
on an assist by Loftus to close 
out the scoring.

Rivals goalkeepers Devin 
Brown and Dominic Dieter 
combined on the shutout.

Dansville goalie Skyler 
Mehlenbacher was credited 
with 14 saves for Dansville.

Le Roy/Cal-Mum im-
proved to 4-1.

The Rivals held off a de-
termined Way-Coh, 4-2, on 

Sept. 13 in Le Roy/Cal-Mum’s 
home opener at Hartwood 
Park.

Sherwood opened the 
scoring for Le Roy/Cal-Mum. 
With less than 10 minutes 
left in the first half, Harrison 
Porter sent a pass through the 
Way-Coh defense that Sher-
wood scooped up and placed 
in the bottom left corner of 
the net for a 1-0 lead.

Way-Coh responded 11 
minutes into the second half 
when Riley Magee took a 
pass from Corbin Sharp and 
scored to make it 1-1, setting 
up a back-and-forth second 
half. The Rivals had a quick 
answer to the Eagles’ score: 
Wiley lofted a shot from the 
ride side that was just beyond 
the reach of the Way-Coh 
goalkeeper. The goal came 
about two minutes after the 
Eagles’ had tied the game.

Wiley scored again about 
five minutes later, placing the 
ball in the bottom corner past 
the goalkeeper.

But a Way-Coh counterat-
tack freed Carter McMichael 

for a goal and the Eagles were 
again within a goal, 3-2.

Porter closed out the scor-
ing with a goal at about the 
7-minute mark off a crossing 
pass from Sherwood.

The Rivals host Hornell on 
Tuesday and travel to Livonia 
on Thursday. The Rivals face 
Way-Coh again on Sept. 29 at 
the Cohocton Soccer Com-
plex.

Rivals JV Boys Soccer Adds Pair of Victories
Week sees wins against Way-Coh, Dansville

BEN BEAGLE/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Le Roy/Cal-Mum forward Ryker Sherwood dribbles 
between two Dansville defenders, Zacher Helster, left, 
and Dashall Ball, right.

BEN BEAGLE/LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Le Roy/Cal-Mum’s Dylan Loftus maneuvers around a 
Wayland-Cohocton defender in their Sept. 13 JV boys’ 
soccer game at Le Roy’s Hartwood Park.
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The Le Roy/Cal-Mum Ri-
vals football team hosted 
the Bath-Haverling Rams at 
home for their second con-
test of the new season.

The Rivals captured the 
lead early and never looked 
back, staying dominant all 
game and winning with a fi-
nal score of 38-8.

Scoring got opened up 
for the Rivals after QB Brady 
McClurg scored an early 
touchdown off of a 1-yard 
QB keeper. After a missed ex-
tra point attempt, the score 
was brought up to 6-0 in fa-
vor of the Rivals.

This was just the begin-
ning for the Rivals, as they 
soon found the endzone 
again off of a 1-yard touch-
down run by FB Cameron 

Riggi. Another missed extra 
point attempt would bring 
the score to a 12-0 Rivals 
lead.

McClurg would go on 
to throw three touchdown 
passes in the game. The 
first was a connection to 

WR Connor Elmore for the 
5-yard score. Then McClurg 
would find Donovan Gail-
lard twice, once on a 22-yard 
TD pass and another on a 
14-yard TD pass, to bring the 
score all the way up to 32-0.

Bath-Haverling jumped 

to life in the fourth, scoring 
their first TD of the game 
off of an exciting 59-yard 
connection from QB Gage 
Thomas to WR Dayton Or-
lowske. After a successful 
two-point conversion, the 
Rams brought the score to 

32-8.
It proved to be too little 

too late however, as the Ri-
vals would go on to score 
one more time off a 3-yard 
TD run by FB Thomas Chris-
sy, and the game would end 
with a final score of 38-8.

For the Rivals, the offense 
was led all night by QB Brady 
McClurg, who finished the 
game with 15 carries for 41 
yards and a touchdown, 
and went 11-17 for 126 pass-
ing yards and three passing 
touchdowns.

Rushing leaders were FB 
Cameron Riggi finished the 
night with 12 carries for 52 
yards and a score, and RB 
Jude Christ had 11 carries for 
50 yards.

Receiving leaders were 
WR Donovan Gaillard with 
three receptions for 46 yards 
and 2 scores, and Connor El-
more with seven receptions 
for 55 yards and a TD.

On defense, the Rivals 
played very well as a unit, 
only allowing the Rams to 
pick up one first down all 
night. DE Dillon Alcott led 
the way with four tackles and 
a sack. DB Trent Mosher also 
played well, coming away 
with an exciting late inter-
ception.

For the Rams, offensive 
leaders included QB Gage 
Thomas who finished the 
game going 5-13 with 73 
passing yards and a passing 
touchdown, and WR Dayton 
Orlowske who finished the 
game with one reception for 
59 yards and a touchdown.

On defense, McLane Ster-
mole with 6 tackles, Asher 
Phenes with 5 tackles, Eric 
Carney-Hendrix with 4 tack-
les, Colton Fleming with 4 
tackles, Owen Burlingame 
with 4 tackles including 2 for 
a loss, and Dante Nealy with 
9 tackles, all played well for 
the Rams.

The Le Roy/Cal-Mum Ri-
vals now move to 2-0 on the 
year, and will next play on 
the road against Hornell/
Arkport-Canaseraga on Fri-
day, kickoff at 7 p.m.

The Bath-Haverling Rams 
now drop to 1-1 on the sea-
son, and will look to bounce 
back at home against ER/
Gananda on Friday, kickoff 
at 7 p.m.

McClurg Leads Le Roy/Cal-Mum Rivals 
to Big Victory Over Bath-Haverling

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Rivals WR Connor Elmore finished the game with seven 
receptions for 55 yards and a touchdown.

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
WR Donovan Gaillard catches a receiving touchdown 
from McClurg.

SAMUEL ZERILLO/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
QB Brady McClurg had a monster game for the Rivals, scoring once on the ground and three times through the air.


