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LE ROY — Nine young 
men in tricorn hats marched 
in a single line across Main 
Street near the beginning 
the Oatka Festival parade.

One marched with a ri� e. 
� e center one carried a 13-
star, 13-stripe hand-sewn 
� ag. To his left, a drummer 
banged a rhythm on the 
wooden instrument, while 
another held the drum in 
position as they marched.

Left. Right. Left.
Unknown to many of the 

thousands of parade watch-
ers lining both sides of the 
street, each of these “sol-
diers” had enlisted for this 
duty — even signing a repli-
ca enlistment paper. Inside 
their hats, a wide-brimmed 
felt hat with the sides fold-
ed or “cocked” up in three 
places to form a triangle re-
sembling those commonly 
worn by soldiers and civil-
ians during the Revolution-
ary War, was the name of a 
veteran from the war who 
is buried in a cemetery in 
Le Roy. In several cases, 
the veteran was around the 
same age as the marcher at 
the time of the revolution.

“It really put me in the 
perspective of the people 
who fought for our country,” 
said Caleb Cone, a rising se-
nior at Le Roy Junior-Senior 
High School, who played 
the wooden drum.

Caleb, whose hat had the 
name of 25-year-old Israel 
Herrick, also represented 
drummer Edmund Beach, 
who was 16 when he enlist-
ed in the Connecticut Mi-
litia two weeks before the 
Battles of Lexington and 
Concord. Beach would ex-
perience some of the blood-
iest � ghting of the Revolu-
tion.

The hats, display and 
behind-the-scenes details 
were an acknowledgement 

of America’s semiquincen-
tennial, or the 250th anni-
versary of America’s dec-
laration of independence 
from Great Britain.

About a dozen young 
men, most members of the 
Le Roy Junior-Senior High 
School Marching Band, 
marched in memory of a 
veteran of the Revolution, 
said municipal historian 
Lynne Belluscio.

“We wanted to make a 
connection because of the 
250th,” said Belluscio. “But 
in addition to being the 
name of a soldier in 1776, it 
was also about the years. We 
didn’t expect them to know 
who the soldier was, but we 
wanted them to know that 
they were also young men 
who fought. It was a name, 
but it was also about the 
years of the name.” 

Parker Nordhausen, 17, a 
rising senior, carried a ri� e 
as he marched in honor of 
veteran Jeremiah Haseall, 
25. Parker said it was “pret-
ty cool” to walk the parade 
route representing some-
one who helped forge a new 
country.

“� e weight they had on 
their shoulders to � ght for 
this country so that we still 
have freedom today is hon-
estly really cool,” Parker 
said. “� at I was able to do 
a little bit of that by walking 
through the parade was a 
cool experience.”

Sam Zerillo, editor of the 
Le Roy Weekend Gazette, 
carried the � ag in the pa-
rade. He marched in mem-
ory of John Ganson, Le Roy’s 

� rst pioneer settler. Ganson 
was 25 when he fought at 
Lexington and Concord. 
Ganson had a finger shot 
o�  at the Battle of Bunker 
Hill near Boston. He was 47 
years old when he arrived in 
Western New York with his 
two sons in 1897. He built 
an inn and tavern and wel-
comed travelers and settlers 
to what was known as the 
Ganson Settlement.

� e � ag that Zerillo car-
ried had been sewn earlier 
in the spring by Linda Keis-
ter, Susan Privitera, Mary Jo 
Elmore, Lee DeFazio, Shel-
ley Stein, Tasha Sunderland, 
Melissa Zschoche, and Bel-
luscio.

Wyatt Whipple, 14, a 
freshman, thought the na-
ture of this year’s parade 
was “very signi� cant.”

“I was representing peo-
ple, not just myself,” said 
Wyatt, who portrayed John 
� wing, a 20-year-old ri� e-
man.

Wyatt was, he said, “rep-
resenting blood lines that 
fought in the war.”

� wing was born on July 
11, 1856, in Mendon, Mass. 
He enlisted in a Minute 
Company under Captain 
Robert Oliver and served 
from 1775 until 1777.

“It was actually really 
cool knowing that I repre-
sented someone from way 
back then,” Whipple said.

Thwing’s name, along 
with Ganson and Beach, 
will be included in a Pome-
roy Foundation Patriots 
marker in Macphelah Cem-
etery later this summer. 

Two other Patriot’s markers 
are also scheduled to be in-
stalled this summer: one at 
the Buell Cemetery on East 
Main Road, and another at 
Myrtle Street Cemetery.

Alec Bartz, 15, a sopho-
more, said it was an honor 
to wear a hat with a soldier’s 
name in it. Alec’s hat had 
the name of Hugh Murphy, 
who was 16 years old.

“It was definitely a lit-
tle weird to think about it, 
Hugh being just a little bit 
older,” Alec said. “If I was 
in a war at my age I think 
it would have been really 
scary.”

Murphy was born in Ire-
land in 1760. He was drafted 
into the British Army and 
served out his draft, but 
after serving his time, he 
came to America and joined 
the Continental Army and 
fought against the British at 
Bunker Hill. When he died 
in 1826, he was buried in 
the Episcopal cemetery on 
Church Street. His stone 
stands in a clump of willow 
trees.

Other Le Roy Central 
School students who were 
“enlisted” to march in the 
Oatka Festival parade in-
cluded Mason Miller, Wy-
att Calcote, Jackson Caen, 
Jace Bartz, Robert Dunn 
and Aidan Thompson. 
Among those for whom they 
marched in memory of were 
Asa Beull, Nathan Welden, 
Teunis Smith, Patrick Tag-
gart, Issac Bishop, James 
Waterman, and Isaac Walk-
er.

Mason, 17, a rising senior, 
wore a hat with the name of 
Teunis Smith inside. Smith 
was 16 years old when he 
fought in the war.

A vintage drum
Caleb, a member of the 

drum line in the Le Roy 
Marching Knights, would 

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
In a nod to the semiquincentennial nine marchers wearing tricorn hats march in the 2026 Oatka Festival 
parade on July 18 in Le Roy. Sam Zerillo carries a 13-star, 13-stripe American � ag and Caleb Cone, to his left, 
plays a wooden drum representative of the Revolutionary War era. Inside each of the hats is the name of a 
Revolutionary War veterans buried in Le Roy.

By SOL HAUSER
shauser@livingstonnews.com

BATAVIA — � e Red Osier 
Landmark Restaurant in Staf-
ford on Thursday dropped 
a lawsuit in which it had ac-
cused Sunny’s Restaurant in 
Batavia and two former em-
ployees of stealing its secret 
recipes.

� e lawsuit, � led in Gen-
esee County Supreme Court 
in February, accused Sunny’s 
owner DJ Snyder and em-
ployees Nicole Granata and 
Justin Newmark of stealing 
secret recipes when Granata 
and Newmark left their previ-
ous jobs at the Red Osier.

On � ursday, the parties 
filed a motion agreeing to 
close the lawsuit. � ere will 
be no out-of-court settle-
ment, Sunny’s lawyer Ted 
Graney said Friday.

The case comes after 
several months of discov-
ery, including an April 29 
agreement to exchange un-
specified “confidential in-
formation” for fact-finding 
purposes.

Graney said the Red 
Osier’s attorney, John Refer-
mat, called him earlier this 
month seeking “some kind of 
graceful exit out of the case.”

“I told him that Sunny’s 
didn’t do anything wrong, 
they’ve got no proof to back 
up any of their claims and 
they just need to dismiss; 
they should just discontinue 
the case,” Graney said. “� is is 
what came of it. A few weeks 
later, they discontinued.”

In a statement released by 
Graney Friday, Sunny’s de-
clared that the outcome was 
a victory.

“Sunny’s stood up to de-
fend itself in court against 
these baseless claims, pro-
duced evidence in the dis-
covery process refuting these 
claims and ultimately made 
a motion to dismiss the law-
suit,” Graney wrote. “Red 
Osier never provided any 
evidence to back up their al-
legations and never submit-
ted anything in opposition to 
Sunny’s motion. As the date 
drew near for Red Osier to 
come to court and stand be-
fore a judge and support their 
claims, they dropped case. 
� is is 100% a victory for Sun-
ny’s.”

In a lengthy post to its 
Facebook page � ursday, the 
Red Osier reiterated its com-
plaints, stating that Granata 
and Newmark had “abruptly 
walked o�  the job” — an as-
sertion the former employ-
ees contested in earlier court 
filings — and that Sunny’s 
menu included more than 
25 “of our dishes,” calling it 
“at the very least, remarkably 
coincidental.”

“Upon learning of this, the 
� rst thing we did was reach 
out to the other restaurant, 
in a good-faith e� ort to un-
derstand what had occurred,” 
the Facebook post reads. “Af-
ter those overtures did not re-
ceive productive responses, 
we availed ourselves of our 
legal rights, in part to safe-
guard our recipes and brand, 
and also because litigation 
requires, through the discov-
ery process, fact disclosures. 
We immediately set to work 
on that. To date, we are satis-
� ed — through fact discovery 

Red Osier 
Drops Lawsuit 

Against Sunny’s
Both restaurants 

stand by their positions

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
The Red Osier Landmark Restaurant Food Truck serves 
customers at the Genesee County Fair. The restaurant’s 
owners have dropped their lawsuit against Sunny’s.
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The Triangle Tract Histor-
ical Society has published a 
new brochure which includes 
information about nine mu-
seums that are within the Tri-
angle tract. In Hamlin is the 
North Star School House and 
History Center.  The Clarkson 
Academy and Schoolhouse is 
located on West Ridge Road 
and was built in 1854. In 
Brockport there is the Brock-
port Museum and Library 
located on State Street which 
was the former home of Wil-
liam Seymour, a prominent 
citizen of Brockport.  Also 
in Brockport is the Morgan 
Manning House, on Main 
Street which was built in 1857 
and suffered a horrendous 
fire last year. It presently is 
undergoing restoration.  The 
Sweden Farmer’s Museum is 
located at 4988 Lake Road in 
Brockport and has a barn and 
a farmhouse which are open 
to the public. Also listed in 
the brochure is the Brockport 
Community Museum which 
is described as a “Museum 
Without Walls” with no physi-
cal site although it has exhibit 
cases with artifacts.  The Ber-
gen Museum of Local History 
is located behind the Bergen 
Library and consists of the 
1880 Harford House Barn 
and Livery.  It was originally a 
two story school house built 
in 1843. The brochure also in-
cludes the Jell-O Gallery and 
Historic LeRoy House.  How-
ever, the brochure does not 
mention that the house was 
the original land office for 
the Triangle Tract, nor does 
it mention that the apex of 
the Triangle Tract is marked 
by a huge boulder located on 
Summit Street Road. Certain-
ly, before heading off to see 
these museums, it is suggest-
ed that that you pick up a map 
with the phone numbers, 
websites, and hours of op-
eration.  The maps are at the 

Woodward Library, the Town 
Hall, the Bank of Castile, the 
LeRoy House, the Jell-O Gal-
lery, and on the door of the 
LeRoy Historian’s office in 
the Village Hall, and at Base-
ment to Attic Antiques on 
Lake Street.

  The history of the 
Triangle Tract begins af-
ter the Revolutionary War, 
when land in Western New 
York was being divided up by 
land speculators. It’s a com-
plicated story and involves 
a lot of people whose names 
remain on maps of Western 
New York – Mt. Morris, Pult-
neyville, Gorham, Phelps, 
Churchville, Ogden, Craigie, 
and LeRoy. It also should be 
mentioned that all of the land 
originally belonged to the 
Haudenosaunee Confeder-
acy – the indigenous six Iro-
quois tribes who had lived on 
the land for generations.  

After the American Rev-
olution, the desire for land 
changed the map of Western 
New York.  Strange as it may 
be, the State of Massachusetts 
claimed Western New York as 
an extension of their western 
border under land agree-
ments made in the 1600s.  
New York cited similar agree-
ments.  As a result, a conven-
tion was held in Hartford, 
Connecticut on December 
16, 1786, to settle the matter.  
Massachusetts agreed that 
New York could have govern-
mental control of the region 
and that a Preemption line 
should be drawn from the 
Pennsylvania border to Lake 
Ontario just west of Geneva.  
All land west of the “Preemp-
tion Line” would be Indian 
territory and Massachusetts 
would retain “preemptive 
rights” to negotiate with the 
Indians for the land.  Two 
years later on April 1, 1788, 
Massachusetts sold their 
preemptive rights to Oliver 

Phelps and Nathaniel Gor-
ham for $1,000,000.  Oliver 
Phelps met with the Indians 
three months later, on July 
8, 1788, at the First Treaty of 
Buffalo Creek. The Indians 
agreed to sell 26,000,000 acres 
in exchange for about $5000, 
but they refused to sell any 
land west of the Genesee Riv-
er on the contention that the 
Great Spirit told them that the 
river was the natural border 
between the Indian and the 
white man.  Never the less, 
Phelps persisted and con-
vinced them to give up land 
on the west side of the river 
and in return he promised to 
build a grist mill for their use.   
The tract on the west side of 
the river was 12 miles wide 
and extended all the way to 
Lake Ontario. It was called 
the Mill Yard Tract and a por-
tion was used by Ebanezer 
Allen to build a small grist 
mill.  Phelps and Gorham had 
financial difficulties and their 
rights to the land west of the 
Genesee were sold to Robert 
Morris in 1791. 

 When the Mill Tract was 
first surveyed by Hugh Max-
well, a mistake was made.  
Some historians believe the 
mistake, which took 87,000 
acres of land from the Indi-
ans, was on purpose. (Max-
well’s field notes were kept 
in the family for several gen-
erations. A few years ago, 
they were published by the 
Geneva Historical Society, 
and they offer some answers 
and some questions about 
the surveying mistake that 
created the Triangle Tract.) 
Maxwell’s  survey was taken 
from the Genesee River at 
Avon instead of the mouth of 
the Genesee River on Lake 
Ontario.  As a result, the Mill 
Tract included 87,000 acres 
of land which rightfully be-
longed to the Senecas. Later 
when the Mill Tract was re-
surveyed by Judge Porter, a 
triangular “correction” was 
made creating the Triangle 
Tract.  On January 11, 1793, 
the Triangle Tract was sold to 
Herman LeRoy and his busi-
ness partner, John McEvers.  
All of the land transactions 
were sold with the under-
standing that Morris would 
proceed as soon as possible 
to extinguish all the Indian 
claims to the area.  This was 
done late in 1797 on Septem-
ber 15, at Geneseo with the 
signing of the Big Tree Treaty.  
This was a historic agreement 
between the Seneca Nation 
and the United States.   The 
treaty was negotiated on be-
half of Robert Morris.  Rough-
ly 3000 Native Americans at-
tended the event, including 

Red Jacket, Cornplanter, and 
Handsome Lake.   The Sene-
ca relinquished almost all of 
the land west of the Genesee 
River. 

In 1801, a road from Le-
Roy to Lake Ontario was sur-
veyed. Mr. Deemling, who 
helped lay out the road in 
1801 was later interviewed 
and his remembrances were 
publihsed in the LeRoy Ga-
zette.  In 1969, the LeRoy 
Historical Society reprinted 
Deemling’s account in their 
annual report. “I want to say 
that I was one of the six men 
who opened Lake Road in 
1801 -- Stoddard gathered a 
group of men for his survey-
ing team and on the last day of 
August they assembled at the 
tavern in LeRoy.  Stoddard 
treated all hands to a drink.  
It was recorded: “Nearly all 
the settlers came to see us off.  
Three of the men had wives.  
They came to bid their hus-
bands good-bye, hardly ex-
pecting them to return from 
the ‘black north,’ as the north-
ern country was then known 
by that name.”  The narrator 
goes on to explain why the 
Lake Road going north from 
LeRoy was so crooked: “Just 
as I shouldered my ax and 
all were ready to start, Stod-
dard cried out, ‘hold on boys, 
you must take another drink 
before you go to keep your 
courage up and drive away 
the ague.’  Of course, each 
took one big drink and you 
can see the result of the road.  
We were off now and soon got 
to Fort Hill.  Here was quite 
a job cutting brush down 
the hill.  Somehow, I slipped 
and fell and rolled about 15 
feet.  I was considerably hurt. 
I was told to bathe the bruis-
es with Tanglefoot – you take 
the Tanglefoot inside and rub 
the bottle on the outside and 
you will be alright.”  “After 
dinner, the Captain intimat-

ed that we had better take an 
observation through the bot-
tom of the bottle in order that 
we might keep our bearings.  
Of course, no one objected.  
The Captain would set up his 
compass and we would work 
away until someone would 
sing out ‘Cap, the way we are 
going, we shall find ourselves 
at the mouth of the Genesee 
River.”   Deemling’s account 
follows he surveying team’s 
trip all the way to Lake On-
tario, with stories of wolves, 
geese, and tall tales.  “Mr. 
Fletcher explained that the 
water on the lake was soft on 
the south side and hard on 
the northern Canadian side.  
I have no reason to doubt 
his word as he is a Method-
ist minister and a reliable 
man.”  Having blazed a trail to 
the lake, the men head back 
home.  “The next morning we 
turned our faces toward the 
south – well filled with fish, 
fowl, and venison and slightly 
moistened with Tanglefoot, 
which now owing to its scar-
city we were obliged to use 
sparingly – no tavern every 
other mile then.  We made for 
what is now Bergen Corners.  
You will see that the road from 
the creek to the ridge is not as 
crooked as south of the creek 
to LeRoy.  The reason is that 
the bottles through which we 
took the observations were 
nearly empty.  Consequently, 
our vision was clearer – not so 
much liquor to look through. 
About sundown we reached 
Fort Hill and fired a gun to let 
the people know that we were 
coming.  All turned out to 
meet and welcome us back, 
Stoddard among others . . .Of 
course, in those days it meant 
a wild evening.  I tell you it 
was a regular old jamboree; 
finally, the landlord called a 
halt and said he would treat 
if we would go home, which 
we agreed to.  How I ever got 

home is more than I know.”  
Once the land was sur-

veyed, settlers could come 
and purchase property.  The 
early land office for the Tri-
angle Tract was built on the 
site of the LeRoy House.  
Nothing is known about the 
building, but examination 
of the foundation of LeRoy 
House indicates that a small-
er brick building was on the 
west side.  When Jacob LeRoy 
arrived in 1822, he enlarged 
the building for his residence 
and the land office was locat-
ed west, perhaps to the cor-
ner of Church Street.  There 
is mention that the back of 
the old Kellogg house on the 
corner of Church Street and 
East Main Street was the land 
office.  The Kellogg house was 
damaged by a fire and was 
demolished. The site is now 
the parking lot for St. Mark’s 
Church.   Land transactions 
were recorded in large “In-
denture” books. The first two 
books are at the County His-
torians office in Batavia.  The 
third indenture book is dis-
played on Jacob LeRoy’s desk 
in the LeRoy House. Also on 
exhibit is 19th century sur-
veying equipment and a 
complete length of surveying 
chain used to measure land 
in “chains and links.”  These 
chains were often called “the 
devil’s guts.”  Recorded deeds 
would indicate the size of the 
piece of land to be purchased 
in “chains and links.”  It was 
known that Jacob LeRoy 
occasionally would accept 
bushels of wheat and other 
commodities in payment for 
land in the Triangle Tract.

In 1930, a large boulder 
on the west side of Summit 
Street Road was dedicated 
by the Girl Scouts and Boy 
Scouts.  It marks the apex of 
the Triangle Tract. 
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normally play a snare drum 
when marching in a parade, 
but for the Oatka Festival 
he was initially playing a 
wooden rope drum from the 
1950s that was representa-
tive of a drum from the Rev-
olutionary War.

“We wanted to have a 
drummer, but not a metal 
drum. We wanted some-
thing that would resemble 
a Revolutionary War drum,” 
Belluscio said.

The drum, said Belluscio, 
is “a classic military percus-
sion instrument” and the 
drum played by Caleb has “a 
lot of history in it.”

Le Roy Band Director 
Matthew Nordhausen and 
photographer Jim DeLooze 
helped secure the particu-
lar drum played by Caleb. 
The drum was made by the 
Cooperman Company of 
Mount Vernon, Westches-
ter County. It was loaned 
from the family of William 
A. McGrath Jr., whose career 
as a drummer is recognized 
throughout the country. 
McGrath, who died Nov. 
22, 2023, was a member of 
the United States Marine 
Corps. Commandant’s Own 

Drum and Bugle Corps of 
Washington, D.C., and lat-
er served as drum instruc-
tor for the United States 
Marines Drum and Bugle 
Corps. He was a member of 
numerous drum and bugle 
corps, including the Mighty 
St. Joe’s Alumni Corps. of Le 
Roy.

The drum provided a dif-
ferent experience for Caleb.

“Normally I play snares,” 

he said, showing with his 
hands how he would grip 
the drumstricks at a 90-de-
gree angle.

But the wooden drum 
was very different, he said.

The drums harness is a 
leather strap that comes 
across his body, unlike the 
firm shoulder harness of 
the snare drum. As Caleb 
marched along the parade 
route, Mason Miller held the 
drum at Caleb’s side.

“I also had to learn the 
traditional grip for a wood-
en drum,” Caleb explained, 
“in which the sticks rest in 
you hand. I had never done 
that before.”

Learning the new grip 
was “really fun,” he said. He 
learned the technique over 
two nights.

Daily News interns Liam 
Beagle and Raelyn Farmer 
contributed to this story.

Spirit of ‘76
From A1

Looking
Back

with Lynne

The Triangle Tract
MAP PROVIDED BY LYNNE BELLUSCIO

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Alec Bartz of the Le Roy Junior-Senior High School Marching Band performs July 
18 during the Oatka Festival parade. About a dozen band members wore tricorn 
hats in memory of Revolutionary War veterans who are buried in Le Roy cemeter-
ies.

— that our recipes, brand and 
heritage are secure. We are 
always ready to take whatev-
er steps may be necessary to 
ensure that those remain pro-
tected.”

The meaning of the “reci-
pes, brand and heritage” be-
ing “secure” was not imme-
diately clear, and attempts to 
reach Refermat for clarifica-
tion were unsuccessful.

The Red Osier’s Facebook 
post didn’t specify which 
recipes were allegedly sto-
len, but earlier court filings 
named as examples the sig-
nature prime rib, twin cold 
water lobster tails, mahi mahi 
with mango salsa and bour-
bon glazed salmon.

Only two of those recipes 
— the prime rib and lobster 
tails — appeared in a sam-
pling of Red Osier menus 
from the last four years. The 
signature prime rib recipe 
was posted in a public Face-
book video last December by 
former Red Osier co-own-
er Rob Moore, who sold the 
restaurant to current owners 
Tim Adams and Steve Fos-
ter in 2016 but still sells Red 
Osier-brand roast beef, au 
jus and gravies. In that vid-
eo, Moore said his family still 
owns “the names, all the reci-
pes and the intellectual prop-
erty.”

At the time the lawsuit was 
filed, legal experts told The 
Daily News that the case had 
slim odds.

Steve Kayman, an attor-
ney and adjunct professor at 
Brooklyn Law School, said 
that proving a recipe is a 
trade secret is a difficult task. 
He pointed to Buffets, Inc. v. 
Klinke, a 1996 case in which 

a federal circuit judge ruled 
that a major buffet chain’s 
recipes weren’t trade secrets, 
despite the defendants steal-
ing and copying the recipes 
for their own restaurant, be-
cause the dishes were simple 
enough for any chef to repli-
cate.

“If I’m a judge, I would 
press on the definition of a 
trade secret,” he said at the 
time. “Number one, it has 
to be not known outside 
the plaintiffs by people who 
could make use of it, it has to 
be not readily ascertainable, 
meaning you can’t figure it 
out easily from the outside 
looking in; number two, it has 
to provide value because of 
secrecy; and number three, 
it has to be subject to reason-
able efforts to keep it secret.”

Jack A. Gordon, an attor-
ney and former chair of the 
New York City Bar’s Hospi-
tality Law Committee, said 
at the time that such lawsuits 
rarely succeed regardless of 
whether the recipe is a trade 
secret.

“If you don’t specifically 
identify what it is that you’re 
claiming trade secret protec-
tion on at the time you have 
somebody come on board 
— that’s the best time to do it 
and sign a nondisclosure and 
confidentiality agreement 
— you’re not going to prevail 
in court,” Gordon said at the 
time.

Going forward, Graney 
said, Sunny’s, Granata and 
Newmark won’t be intimi-
dated by the threat of legal 
action.

“They don’t feel limited at 
all,” he said. “They shouldn’t, 
except for the fact that they 
might face another frivolous 
lawsuit that they’d have to de-
fend. But I don’t think that’s 
going to come.”

Lawsuit
From A1
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By JIM ELLISON
Past President of the LeRoy Rotary Club

Our Hot Dog stand was 
a big success at the Oatka 
Festival, with Larry Boylan 
manning the grill for the 36th 
year. This year, Larry had a 
perfect grilling day with no 
sacrificial hot dogs hitting 
the dirt! It’s worth noting he 
tirelessly manned the grill 
this year for a total of four 
hours. Thank you, Larry, for 
your dedication to the Rota-
ry Club of LeRoy.

Without Rotarians and the 
following “Friends of Rota-
ry”, the stand would not have 
been able to function:  Jeff 
and Dasha Halladay, Steve 
and Kebby Mayer, Quentin 
Fitch, Mary and Tom Murray, 
Jess Strollo, Linda Lowe, Erin 
and Jason Dhaveloose, Leon 
Koukides, Pete Greene, John 
Mangefrida, Drew Strollo, 
Jackson Fix, Chad and Trent 
Kessler, Ryan McClure, Ed 
McDonald.  We also had Le 
Roy students helping: Mia 
Strollo, Lilly MacKenzie, Si-
mon Greene, Laney Christ, 
Colton Halladay, Connor 
Elmore, and Brady McClure. 
Thank you all very much! The 
funds raised will be used to 
assist worthy causes in our 
community as well as help 
fund R.E.A. Milne scholar-
ships!

Saturday’s rain, wind, and 
tornado warnings were chal-
lenging. Our tent survived 
the severe weather with only 
one tear.  Sunday’s glorious 
weather helped boost our 
sales, making up for the lost 
time on Saturday.

The burgers were a hit 
again this year… selling out 
on Sunday before closing. 
And with the help of Rota-
ry member Bob Bennett, 
the hot dogs also sold out. 
Bob graciously purchased 8 
packages of Zweigles as he 
does most years. 

Rotary is the world’s old-
est and most important ser-
vice organization with over 
1,200,000 members in more 
than 30,000 clubs spread 
throughout 160 countries, 
working to eradicate polio 
from the Earth.  Locally, we 
are a group of like-minded 
people who are passionate 
about giving back to Le Roy.  
Annually, we award over 
$32,000 in scholarships to 
Le Roy students, fund youth 
sports and bicycle safe-
ty, support the Backpack 
program, deliver Meals on 
Wheels weekly, feed hungry 
children locally, and fund 
neonatal treatment to pre-

vent the spread of HIV/AIDS 
in Africa.

We meet on the third 
Wednesday of each month 

at Settler’s Select Restaurant, 
37 Main St, Le Roy. Feel free 
to join us from 7:15 am – 8:00 
am.

How to reach us
438 E. Main St., Batavia, NY 14020

PHONE:
585-250-0555

E-MAIL:
gazette@batavianews.com

ADVERTISING: 
sales@batavianews.com
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 651 East Main St., Batavia, NY 14020 • 343-7830
Visit our web site at: WillsCarpetOneBatavia.com

Voted #1 for Best Floor Coverings in the GLOW Region!
With over 110 years in business, we are your  

go-to specialists for all things flooring.  
From carpets to hardwood, tiles to vinyl,  

we have the superior inventory and  
top selections to meet your needs.

Our experienced team is here to help you find 
the perfect flooring solution.  Whether you 

prefer in-stock options or special orders, 
we’ve got you covered. Choose to take on your 

flooring project yourself or let our skilled 
technicians handle the installation for you.

Discover why generations of customers 
trust us for their flooring needs. 

Visit us today and step into quality and style!

Question of the Day

Previous question - “What’s your favorite aspect of the Oatka Festival?”

Have an idea for the next question? Send your suggestions to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Question from The Le Roy Weekend Gazette staff

WHAT’S YOUR ANSWER?

Share your answer with us by commenting
on Facebook, or email it to us directly

bfunderburk@batavianews.com

WHAT’S YOUR ANSWER?

Share your answer with us by commenting
on Facebook, or email it to us directly

bfunderburk@batavianews.com

WHAT’S YOUR ANSWER?

Share your answer with us by commenting
on Facebook, or email it to us directly

bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Looking to sponsor Question of the Week?  
Contact us at 1-585-343-8000 

? ?? ? ??

?

?

??

?

Favorite store on Main Street which has since closed?

Question of the Week? ?? ? ??

?

??

Question from The Le Roy Weekend Gazette staff

Have an answer you want to share with us directly? Send your answers to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Previous question - “Without swearing, what’s your best insult?”

What was the smartest decision you ever made?
HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!

WHAT’S YOUR ANSWER?

Share your answer with us on Facebook
or email it to us directly

bfunderburk@batavianews.com

WHAT’S YOUR ANSWER? WHAT’S YOUR ANSWER?

Share your answer with us on Facebook
or email it to us directly

bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Share your answer with us on Facebook
or email it to us directly

bfunderburk@batavianews.com

www.CasperFarmsBeef.com•Crystal (585) 478-6326•6671 Main Road, Stafford, NY 14143

Question of the Week sponsored by:

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend reg-
ularly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist 
Church a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am 
and our Sunday worship service typically includes sing-

ing a mix of both traditional and contemporary songs 
and hymns, a children’s message, and a sermon from the 

Word of God. 
  

First Baptist Church of Le Roy
5 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am. 

  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
We welcome all to join us for Sunday service

every week at 10:00am.
The Thrift Shop is now open on Tuesdays from 

10:00am - noon, and Saturdays
from 9:00am – noon.

Donations may be brought to the church on Monday,
Wednesday, or Thursday 9:00am – noon.

 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy • (585) 768-8980

office@Le Royumcny.org • www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 
Living Waters Church

30 Main St., Le Roy  • (585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy • (585) 768-6543
ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org

Mass Times @ OLM:
Saturday Vigil 4:30pm

Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm
Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.

Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm

Weekday: 7:30am Thursday
Mass times may change in the near future.

YouTube Livestream:
youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams

 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

1 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

Check out our store
to see what obituary
keepsakes we sell!

NewsKeepsake.com/Pages/Batavia-News

THELCN.COM

SSCCAAN N MEMESCAN ME

It was a warm but cloudy 
June day as President Phil 
Plossl called the breakfast 
meeting to order with the 
pledge and the four-way test. 
11 members were in atten-
dance. 

Past and upcoming pro-
grams were discussed: 

• The Hot Dog Stand at 
Oatkafest is a major fund-
raiser with the Milne Foun-
dation, and Jim Bonacquisti 
discussed the current plans. 
Details about volunteers, 
pricing, and other aspects 
of the event were discussed. 
Larry Boylan was recognized 
for serving 36 years, cooking 
hot dogs and hamburgers on 
a hot grill!

• Jim Ellison was recog-
nized for his service as the 
2025-26 president and pre-
sented with a gift certificate 
in appreciation of his hard 
work and dedication.

• Discussion regarding the 
funding request from the Le 
Roy Recreation resulted in a 
decision to invite Rotarians 
to personally donate towards 
this effort, and then the Club 
would make the donation to 
help fund Le Roy children’s 
pool memberships.

Happy Bucks were donat-
ed by the following mem-
bers:

• Jim E., thankful for the 
successful and fun Instal-
lation Dinner at Stafford 
Country Club on July 1st.

• Michele, in celebration 
of her daughter’s acceptance 
into MCC’s Paralegal Pro-
gram

• Kathy, celebrating a hap-
py day

• Eric, looking forward to 
Oatka Festival weekend

• Vicki, excited about see-
ing family this weekend and 
in appreciation for Jim E. in-
viting her to join him in his 
Meals on Wheels deliveries

• Joan, glad to have seen 
many LHS Class of ‘74 class-
mates at their 70th birthday 
party

• Larry, after finally shoot-
ing par…for one hole!

Have you considered be-
coming part of an organi-
zation that is wiping polio 
off the earth, funding over 
$30,000 in scholarships for 

local graduates, along with 
youth sports and bicycle 
safety, feeding hungry peo-
ple via the Backpack pro-
gram, delivering Meals on 
Wheels, and saving the lives 
of babies in Uganda? Please 
help us make our commu-
nity a better place to live. 
Remember to like us on 
Facebook at Rotary Club of 
LeRoy!

PHOTO COURTESY OF JIM ELLISON
Tracy Ford, President of the Batavia Rotary Club, 
stopped by to support us and is pictured with Jim Elli-
son, past president of the Le Roy Rotary Club

PHOTO COURTESY OF JIM ELLISON
The Rotary Club of Le Roy Grills Hots and Hams at the Oatka Fest

Le Roy Rotary Volunteers 
Fire Up Fundraising

A4  Saturday, August 1, 2026 The Le Roy Weekend GazeTTe

Saturday, August 1
12pm

Hardcore Happening 2026
If youre easily offended or in 
general a weak person please 

stay home, find your own 
people, we arent what you’re 

looking for. If you want to  
advance, come but dont 
whine. * Much love, we 

cannot wait to see you all and 
party ! Thank you for all the 

shares we see them and were 
grateful the love, we  
appreciate you all!

Hardcore Happening
9787 Linwood Rd., Le Roy

• 
12:30pm - 5pm

Summer’s Best Day 
Vacation Bible School

Fun filled afternoon with 
Bible Lesson, Music, Games, 
Crafts, Sports, Refreshments 
and more! BBQ at 5:00 or the 
whole Family! Space is limit-
ed, register today. Text Doris 

at (585) 736-7698 or email 
dbarbeau@rochester.rr.com
Faith Community Church

8418 E. Main Rd., Le Roy
•

Sat - Sun, August 1 - 2
Starting August 1 @ 9am
Ending August 2 @ 4pm
Chalkfest Buffalo 2026

Save the Date!!!! Chalkfest 
Buffalo at Buffalo RiverWorks

Buffalo RiverWorks
359 Ganson St., Buffalo NY

•
Sunday, August 2

12pm
Railroad Street Fest 2026
It’s year #2 and we are so 

excited to bring back  
Railroad Street Fest in 2026!! 

Stay tuned for updates!
Rohrbach Brewing

97 Railroad St., 
Rochester NY

•

6pm
Fall Ball Registration

Let’s carry the momentum 
from a great weekend into 

our practice tomorrow 
Wednesday and Thursday, 

6pm-7:30ish, as we prepare to 
seize the 13u championship 
opportunity this Saturday - 
time to be announced. Fly 

Eagles Fly! 
https://www.wagenerea-
glesyouthfootball.com/

Roy Warner Park
6 Warner Park, Le Roy NY

•
Mon-Thurs, August 3-6
Orders will be taken on the 

following dates: 
Mon-Thurs, 10am - 12pm

or
Tues & Thurs, 6 - 7pm

Free School Supply Distri-
bution for PreK - Grade 12

There will be curbside pick-up 
the week of August 17. When 

you place an order, we will 
give you a pick-up date/time. 

Everyone is welcome! 
Call 768-2308 to place your 

order. (Be aware that there is 
only one phone line so it may 

take awhile to reach some-
one. You may leave a call back 

number)
First Baptist Church
5 E. Main St., Le Roy

•
Sat - Sun, August 8-9
Starts August 8 @ 10am
Ends August 9 @ 5pm
Lewiston Art Festival

The Lewiston Art Festival will 
bring Center Street to life on 

August 8th and 9th, with over 
200 artists, dancers, musi-

cians, the Chalk Walk com-
petition, the Trail of Treaties 

and Indigenous Market, food, 
friends and fun!
Center Street
746 Center St.,  

Lewiston NY 
•

Saturday, August 8
9am - 4:30pm

The 13th Annual Scottsville 
Car Show

Registration 9-12 all  
registration is done in person! 

THERE IS NO PRE  
REGISTRATION! Don’t let  

the scammers get you!
Awards 3:30
Drivers $20

Spectators free
Scottsville Johnson Park

98 2nd St., Scottsville
•

Sunday, August 9
1 - 7:30pm

Le Roy Ambulance Service 
Golf Tournament

We’re excited to announce 
our first annual golf tourna-
ment! Registration is limited 
to 20 teams of 4 - be sure to 
sign up ASAP so you don’t 

miss out on the fun! 
https://www.zeffy.com/

en-US/ticketing/leroy-ambu-
lance-2026-golf-tournament
Le Roy Ambulance Service

1 Tountas Ave, Le Roy NY
•

Saturday, August 15
4pm

The Brian Meetup
The Inaugural Brian Meetup: 
Are you ready to make histo-

ry? We are calling all Brians to 
join us for the first-ever Brian 

Meetup in downtown Batavia! 
If your name is pronounced 
Brian. We know that instant 

connection that happens 
every time we meet another 
Brian, and now it’s time to 

see if we can get 100+ Brians 
together for some good fun.

Eli Fish Brewing Co.
111 Main St., Batavia 

• 
Sunday, August 16

2 - 8pm
Painting at Tracy B’s

Join us at Tracy B’s for a drink 
with friends while painting!

*Step-by-step painting guided 
by a local artist

*Choose your wooden sign 
design

*Complimentary drink from 
the bar included

*Take home your very own 
masterpiece

Sunday, August 16th at 2:00
Must Register

$42 per painter
Smokin’ Eagle BBQ

7 Main St., Le Roy 
•

Saturday, August 22
11am

Liz Green Memorial  
Golf Tournament

Registration Begins at 11am
Shotgun Start at 12noon
Dinner & Raffles at 5pm

$125 Per Foursome Includes...
(4) person scramble

18 holes
Dinner 

TO REGISTER or SPONSOR 
THE EVENT...

Email: eegreen.13@gmail.
com

Call or Text: 585-409-5967 
(Erin)

Le Roy Country Club
7733 Route 5, Le Roy NY

• 
5pm

Masquerade Gala
Enjoy an evening of mystery, 

fine dining, dancing, and 
supporting a great cause. 
5:00pm Cocktails, 6:00pm 

Dinner, 8:00pm Party with the 
Something Else Band. Tickets 

and table sponsorships are 
available by calling 494-1621. 

Formal attire. All proceeds 
benefit Gillam Grant Com-

munity Center.
Gillam Grant  

Community Center
6966 W. Bergen Rd., Bergen

•
Sunday, August 23

2 - 5pm
Wilmot Warrior Weekend 

Guest Bartending  
Fundraiser

Every year, my Wilmot War-
rior Weekend team rides 25 

miles to help raise money for 
cancer research and survivor-
ship programs for our region! 
My teammate Kyle and I will 
be guest bartending at Tracy 

B’s, on Sunday, August 23 and 
donating 100% of all tips to 

support this mission.
Live music starts at 3pm by 

local artist Rich Hancy.
Limited food is provided by 

Alex’s Place.
Please join us for an afternoon 
of ice-cold drinks, good times 

and a great cause!
Huge shout out to Tracy and 
Jimmy for opening up their 

amazing brewery for this 

event. We are so grateful!
Tracy B’s Market 

and Farm Brewery
8041 E. Main Rd., Le Roy NY

•
Sat-Sun, Sept. 5-6

Starting 2pm on Sept. 5
Ending 9pm on Sept. 6

2026 Wings Over Batavia Air 
Show

We’re thrilled to share that the 
show will be back September 

5 & 6 to light up the night 
above Batavia Airport!

Wings Over Batavia has 
become the area’s can’t-

miss event of the summer, 
always featuring world-

class performers putting on 
breathtaking displays. The 
performances begin in the 

late afternoon and continue 
into the evening, concluding 
with our iconic pyromusical. 
And with this year being the 

250th anniversary of the 
United States, we’ll be taking 
our show to historical heights 

to celebrate!
Tickets are on sale now! Check 

out our website to get yours 
today! https://wingsoverbata-

via.com/tickets/
Genesee County Airport
4701 E. Saile Dr., Batavia

_________________

ONGOING:
•

Mondays
6 - 10pm

Modern Monday
$10 entry (includes 1 booster 

pack of current set)
Weekly event:

Sign-ups begin at 5:00 pm
Round 1 begins promptly at 

6 pm
Players entering after 6 pm 
will receive a round 1 loss

Format: Modern  
Constructed. 3 rounds

Prizes: Go 3-0 and get $15 in 
Store Credit!

Go 2-1 and get $5 in Store 
Credit!

Additional prizes will be 
awarded based upon 1st, 

2nd, 3rd place running leader 
board for this event and set. 

Final day will be last  
Monday prior to pre-release 

of the next set.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy
•

Tuesdays
6 - 8pm

Weekly Flesh & Blood 
Armory

We would love to offer the 
community FaB at our play 

space. We are open to hosting 
whatever people are interest-
ed in playing! Bring a friend 
or group on out and enjoy 
yourselves! Top 6 prizes.

Dio’s Eclectic Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

•
Thursdays

5 - 8pm
From May 21st 

to September 10th
Cruisin’ at the Corral

Come Showcase Your Pride 
& Joy! ... and relax with the 

Cruiser fellowship of Cruisin’ 
at the Corral Join us for one 

of Western New York’s finest 
displays of classic cars, trucks 
& motorcycles! FUN FOR ALL 
!!! Old Cars • New Cars • Sports 

Cars • Muscle Cars Trucks • 
Motorcycles • Specialty Cars 

INFO: - Some come early, 
some stay late! - Most vehicles 
arrive between 5:15-5:45pm 

- This is a relaxed event of 
Cruiser fellowship. - Please 
wait for an attendant to be 

present before parking in the 
field. - Join us in the stage area 

around 6:30pm
Charcoal Corral & 

Silver Lake Twin Drive-In
7037 Chapman Ave., 

Perry NY
•

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering

People are welcome to come 
(in pairs or groups) anytime 
during our business hours 
(1-7pm) and play free play. 

Sign up for the event through 
the WPN event link website. 

People are welcome to do this 
any day (Mon-Sun) between 

1-7pm. D&D, Pokémon, 
YuGiOh, or any other family 
friendly game play also wel-
comed in our game room! 
Contact us via call or text if 

you have any questions
(585) 356-7579

Dio’s Eclectic Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

1. GAMES: What is the goal space in 
the board game Candy Land?

2. GEOGRAPHY: How many coun-
tries and territories border Spain?

3. TELEVISION: What are Captain 
Picard’s two favorite catchphrases in 
“Star Trek: The Next Generation”?

4. FOOD & DRINK: What is bri-
oche?

5. CHEMISTRY: Which metal has 
the highest melting point?

6. LITERATURE: Who is credited 
as the author of “The Odyssey”?

7. U.S. STATES: Which state is 
home to Acadia National Park?

8. MOVIES: What is the name of 
Dottie’s team in “A League of Their 
Own”?

9. COMICS: Who is the archenemy 
of the Fantastic Four?

10. SCIENCE: What is the thickest 
layer of Earth?

Answers
1. King Kandy’s Castle.
2. Five — Portugal, France, Andorra, 

Morocco and the British territory of 
Gibraltar.

3. “Make it so” and “Engage.”
4. A rich French bread.
5. Tungsten.
6. The poet Homer.
7. Maine.
8. The Rockford Peaches.
9. Doctor Doom.
10. The mantle.
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RAHAITZ.COM
128 Cedar St. Batavia, NY • 585-343-2400 / 585-356-4300

“IT’S WHAT
WE DO”

We areWe are
ready anytime!ready anytime!

Richard Wendt, President
Fully Insured & Free Estimates

Voted Voted ##1 Best Roofer1 Best Roofer
in the GLOW Region in the GLOW Region 
3 Years in a Row!3 Years in a Row!

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL

81 Years in Business

WOODWARD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

7 Wolcott Street, LeRoy, NY 14482
585-768-8300

Mon-Thurs 10-8, Fri 10-5, Sat 10-2 
Come & see what’s happening at the library! 

www.WoodwardMemorialLibrary.org

Discover, Learn & Connect @

Explore our diverse programs for all
ages and find your next favorite activity!

LWG SPORTS INSIDER

By BEN BEAGLE
ben@batavianews.com

BATAVIA — Joey Socorro 
knocked in two runs with a 
two-out single in the bottom 
of the eighth inning Tuesday 
night to provide the eventual 
winning run as the Batavia 
Muckdogs rallied past the 
Jamestown Tarp Skunks, 
6-4, to advance to the Perfect 
Game Collegiate Baseball 
League Championship Se-
ries.

Socorro’s hit gave the 
Muckdogs breathing room 
in a game that had been 
tense all night.

“The inning before I was 
waiting for my turn, every-
one was getting on, I was 
like ‘I got a chance. I got a 
chance.’ I was saying in my 
head, just speaking positive, 
‘Hey, all we need is a hit, all 
we need is a hit. Stay calm, 
play the game, don’t let the 
game play you,” Socorro said 
in a post-game interview. 
“And then I put it all in God’s 
hands, and he did his work 
after that.”

Batavia must wait to learn 
who its next opponent will be 
and where it will play its next 
game, which is now expect-
ed to take place Friday. The 
East Division final between 
top-seeded Amsterdam and 
upset-minded third-seed 
Utica was postponed Tues-
day and Wednesday due to 
weather.

The championship series 
was slated to be a best-of-
three but now appears to be 
set to be winner-take-all on 
Friday.

Weather was not a factor 
Tuesday night, though heavy 
rain had passed through Bat-
avia overnight Monday and 
early Tuesday, prompting 
extensive work early Tuesday 
to get the playing field ready 
for that evening’s game. It 
was all hands on deck — 
from the grounds crew to 
the front office — but hours 
before game time, the infield 
was looking playoff-ready in 
its brilliant red sand, and the 
outfield showed no effects 
from the early deluge.

The win marked the sec-
ond consecutive year that 
Batavia won the West Divi-
sion Championship.

“I’m speechless. Two 
years in a row. Back to back. 
We need two more. We’re go-
ing to try and bring it home. 
Let’s go,” Muckdogs manag-
er Joey “Skip” Martinez said 
in post-game remarks to 
fans from near the pitcher’s 
mound.

Last year, Batavia fell to 
Saugerties two games to 
none in the PGCBL Champi-
onship Series, which ended 
with an epic 17-inning game 
two loss at Dwyer Stadium.

Socorro, in his first year 
with the Muckdogs, said Bat-
avia is feeling no pressure 
looking ahead to the cham-
pionship.

“Every day we come here, 

we just have fun,” said So-
corro, a catcher who was 
the designated hitter for 
Tuesday’s game. “This is 
probably the best group of 
guys I’ve played with, and 
we’re all emotional because 
we get another couple days 
with each other. A lot of early 
work, a lot of long days here, 
and it’s finally worth it.”

During seven regular-sea-
son games, Batavia and 
Jamestown combined for 
111 runs, or nearly 16 runs 
per game. Tuesday night’s 
playoff game was decidedly 
different; a tight — almost 
staid — affair until the deci-
sive eighth inning.

“Honestly, both pitching 
staffs were doing a great job. 
It was a pitcher’s duel up un-
til the later innings,” Socorro 
said. “And I can tell you one 
thing, if you get into our bull-
pen, they’re going to domi-
nate. I’ve given them credit 
all season, and they deserve 
it. They shut everyone down. 
Same thing with Jamestown. 
They have a very good bull-
pen. One thing about the 
Muckdogs is we don’t care 
who you put on that mound. 
We’re going to prosper, and 
we’re going to deliver, and 
we’re just going to destroy 
them.”

Batavia took an early 1-0 
lead in the bottom of the 
second inning, only to give 
it away, 2-1, in the top of the 
third. Batavia retook the lead 
in the home half of the third, 
3-2, only to see Jamestown 
tie the game at 3-3 in the 
sixth.

Outside of the innings in 
which they scored, the teams 
managed few threats. James-
town ended the seventh with 
a strikeout/caught-stealing 
double play. Batavia’s best 
chance to break open a tie 
game came in the fifth when 
they loaded the bases with 
one out and the top of the or-
der at bat, only to see the in-
ning end with a strikeout and 
deep flyout to left field after 
Jamestown brought in Colin 
Pence to pitch for Eli Bryant.

The eighth began with 
Braedon Reina singling to 
center field for the Muck-
dogs. Glenn Brooks placed 
a sacrifice bunt to third that 
moved Reina to second. 
Jackson Inman — batting for 
the third straight time with 
runners in scoring position 
— followed with a walk. Evan 
Brock struck out swinging for 
the second out. Then Cooper 
Russell singled with a hit that 
ricocheted off the pitcher’s 
heel and behind the short-
stop. Russell beat the throw 
to first base to load the bases.

Socorro then followed 
with a sharp single on a 2-0 
pitch into the gap between 
the first and second base. 
Reina scored easily, and In-
man slid in safely ahead of 
the throw with the eventual 
winning run.

Jaden Vasquez came on as 
a pinch runner for Socorro. 
Jamestown replaced pitch-
er Collin Pence with Chase 
Beran. Vasquez promptly 
stole second. Russell then 
scored on a wild pitch, and 
Vasquez advanced to third. 
James Quintero was hit by a 
pitch and stole second be-
fore Cooper Romich flied out 
to end the inning.

Batavia, however, now led 
6-3 entering the ninth.

In the top of the ninth, 
Jamestown threatened 
against new Muckdog pitch-
er Eric Woodley, who took 
over for Garrett Beaver.

Nate Muncy opened with 
a single and advanced to 
third on CJ Dugan’s dou-
ble. Paul Dulanto flied out 
to shallow left, but it wasn’t 
deep enough to advance 
the runners, and the score 
remained 6-3. Pinch hitter 
Dom Costello, batting for 
James Dixon, then flew out 
to deep center field, allow-
ing Nate Muncy to score and 
make it 6-4.

Woodley then struck out 
pinch hitter Joaquin Rodri-
guez-Costa, batting for Jack-
son Enders, to end the game.

Beaver picked up the win 
with two innings of hitless 

relief. He walked three and 
struck out two. Woodley 
earned the save for his in-
ning of work.

Mason Davey started for 
Batavia, striking out four 
during three innings of work 
in which he allowed two hits, 
walked two, and allowed 
two runs, both earned. Jake 
Szlis pitched three solid in-
nings in relief of Davey. Szilis 
struck out two while scatter-
ing three hits and allowing a 
single earned run.

For Jamestown, Jake Boy-
nar pitched the first three 
innings, allowing three runs, 
two earned, on four hits. Eli 
Bryant came on in relief for 
1.1 innings of scoreless relief, 
walking four and striking out 
one. Collin Pence, the losing 
pitcher, followed with 3.1 
innings of relief, giving up 
four hits and three runs, all 
earned, while walking one 
and striking out three. Chase 
Beran pitched the final third 
inning.

The atmosphere at Dw-
yer Stadium was electric. 
The announced crowd of 
999 sounded much bigger 
as they stomped on the steel 
bleachers to the point that 
the 30-year-old stadium 
shook and the soda sloshed 
back and forth in its bottle on 
the press box table. Muck-
dog players were repeatedly 
cheered by name or nick-
names — and fans frequent-
ly chided the home plate 
umpire over his strike zone 
calls, among the funniest 
when he brushed off home 
plate immediately after fans 
howled over a pitch they 
thought should have been 
called a strike, not a ball.

“You can’t make this up,” 
Socorro said. “This is things 
that you dream about as a 
little kid, as a baseball player, 
and here you go.”

The Muckdogs’ victory 
required patience from the 
team’s fans who in the previ-

ous three games saw Batavia 
tally double-digit run totals 
in winning games by 11, 10 
and 17 runs, including two 
by the league’s 10-run mercy 
rule.

Against Jamestown, Bat-
avia scored first when Jack-
son Inman and Evan Brock 
opened the bottom of the 
second inning with back-to-
back singles. Cooper Rus-
sell followed with a fielder’s 
choice, with Brock out at 
second as Inman advanced 
to third. Russell stole second, 
and Inman scored on the 
catcher’s throwing error.

Jamestown responded 
with two runs of its own in 
the top of the third inning, 
with the runs coming after 
two were out. James Dixon 
began the inning with a walk. 
After Jackson Enders struck 
out and Caleb Jordan flied 
out, Grant Moore singled to 
right-center, allowing Dixon 
to advance to third base. Eric 
Weeks was then hit by a pitch 
to load the bases. Nolan 
Smith followed with a single 
to center field that allowed 
Dixon and Moore to score 
and put Jamestown up 2-1.

Batavia regained the lead 
in the bottom of the third. 
With two out, Jalen David 
singled and stole second. 
Braedon Reina was hit by a 
pitch. Glenn Brooks singled 
to right field to score David, 
tying the score at two. With 
Reina on third, Brooks stole 
second. Reina then scored 
on a wild pitch to put Batavia 
up 3-2.

Jamestown tied the game 
in the top of the sixth. Eric 
Weeks opened the frame 
with a single to center field 
and scored one out later 
when Anthony Trommer 
doubled to right-center.

No one recorded multiple 
hits, and doubles by James-
town’s Trommer and Dugan 
were the only extra-base hits. 
Jamestown’s Weeks — serv-

ing as the Tarp Skunks’ extra 
hitter for the game — got on 
base all four times he bat-
ted: a walk in the first, hit by 
pitcher in the third, single 
and scored in the sixth, and a 
walk in the eighth.

Reina and Inman each 
scored twice for Batavia.

Socorro for Batavia and 
Smith for Jamestown were 
the only hitters with multiple 
runs batted in. Both players 
had two.

Batavia had gone 4-2-1 
against Jamestown during 
the 2026 regular season. In 
seven high-scoring regu-
lar-season games, Batavia 
outscored Jamestown 66-45.

Batavia advanced to the 
West Division final after 
beating fourth-seeded Au-
burn 12-1 on Monday at Dw-
yer Stadium. Second-seed-
ed Jamestown advanced 
following an 8-0 shutout 
of third-seeded Elmira on 
Monday. Jamestown fin-
ished as the division run-
ner-up to Batavia during the 
regular season.

In the East Division, the 
third-seeded Utica Blue 
Sox beat defending league 
champion and second-seed-
ed Saugerties Stallions, 5-3, 
and top-seeded Amsterdam 
topped the fourth-seeded 
Oneonta Outlaws 5-2 on 
Monday to set up the other 
division final.

Socorro is looking forward 
to a couple more days with 
the guys.

“This is probably, hon-
estly, the most fun I’ve ever 
had,” he said. “I love every 
single one of them. Best 
coaching staff I’ve ever had 
and same thing, best envi-
ronment. A lot of supporters 
here. I’m just looking for-
ward to bringing another 
championship to Dwyer Sta-
dium.”

Daily News intern Liam 
Beagle contributed to this re-
port.

West Belongs to the Muckdogs Again
Batavia rallies late to beat Jamestown for back-to-back division crowns

MARK GUTMAN/THE DAILY NEWS
Batavia Muckdogs players celebrate with Joey Socorro, 34, after his go-ahead two-run single in the bottom of the eighth inning.
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Coaches – We Want Your Game Recaps!
Had a big win? Standout performance? Milestone moment?

Send your game recaps, stats, and
photos directly to our Sports Department at

SZerillo@BataviaNews.com for publication consideration.

Be sure to include:
•Final score  •Complete player stats
•Highlights of the game •Your name and contact information

Help us highlight your athletes and celebrate local sports in our community!
Email: SZerillo@BataviaNews.com

LWG SPORTS INSIDER

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

PITTSFORD — The first 
training camp practice of the 
Joe Brady era commenced 
on Wednesday at St. John 
Fisher University in what 
the Buffalo Bills hope will 
be the beginning of the team 
reaching its Super Bowl aspi-
rations.

Things were different than 
the Sean McDermott era, in-
cluding an earlier start time 
for practice, a new-look de-
fensive scheme under first-
year defensive coordinator 
Jim Leonhard and a lot of 
new faces on the roster. For 
Brady, the message of this 
being a new era with a new 
way the team would ap-
proach things is something 
he wanted to get across to the 
team at the opening of camp.

“Just be myself, right. I’m 
not trying to be anybody, 
that’s all I know, right? This 
is year one for everybody. 
Like I told the team, we’ve 
never been here before, 
right? There is no like, you 
know what training camp’s 
like or we you know that 
you that’s when you fall 
back into the assumption 
of like, okay, then you start 
thinking like we’ve always 
thought, right? And so, but 
I can’t be anybody that I am 
not,” Brady said. “I am going 
to act a certain way, there is 
standards, and there is a per-
sonality that I want us to be 
about. And then that’s what 
we handle in team meetings. 
If I see things that is not the 
standard or living up to it 
or getting in the way of it, 
then I’ll address it. But you 
know, something like that 
(CJ Gardner-Johnson’s viral 
livestream on Tuesday) was 
not an issue. That was not a 
concern. So yeah, no, I’m 
comfortable in who I am, 
and I can’t try to be anybody 
that I’m not.”

Bills quarterback Josh Al-
len voiced his belief in the 
team moving forward with a 
new energy.

“I know Joe extremely 
well, but in terms of schedul-
ing, like we talked about this 
earlier in OTAs, just the vibe, 
the energy, it’s different,” Al-

len said. “I’m not saying it’s 
better, it’s worse. It’s differ-
ent. As a new head coach for 
a team, I think that’s a smart 
decision to make things dif-
ferent. This isn’t the same 
place, and you have to make 
it feel differently because do-
ing the same thing obvious-
ly didn’t work, so you gotta 
change it up and find new 
ways to make it work.”

But even with all that is 
new, the expectations for 
this team and organization 
externally remain the same: 
to win the Super Bowl. In-
ternally, though, the Bills re-
main focused on the process 
for now.

“We’re not really focused 
on trying to match those (ex-
pectations) from the outside 
world,” Allen said. “Internal-
ly, we have our own expec-
tations. We talk inside that 
locker room of the team we 
want to be. But you have to 
go out and earn it each and 
every single day. And that’s 

what we plan on doing when 
we are here at camp, and 
throughout the season.”

Brady, who holds a unique 
position as a first-year head 
coach on a Super Bowl con-
tender, embraced the idea of 
expectations.

“Yeah, I like to think that 
there’s not a head coach in 
the league that buys into a 
grace period, right? Like, 
that’s not how our brains are 
wired and think. I can’t speak 
for everybody, but that’s not 
how my brain is wired. I said 
that in my first press con-
ference, like, I understand 
what comes with this job, 
but that’s what I wanted. I 
want the guys to understand 
that comes with that. I have 
no pressure. I don’t feel any 
pressure, and that’s not in 
a negative way. I wake up, I 
work, I try to do the best job, 
the best I can do, and get my 
guys and put them in the 
best position of success and 
let it go from there. But yeah, 
I don’t think we’re wired in a 
way to be like, ‘Ah, you know 
what? We have a grace pe-
riod,’ whether we do or we 
don’t,” Brady said.

Rain fell throughout the 
practice session, limiting 
how much of a judgment 
could be made on many of 
the players who were see-
ing football action for the 
first time in several weeks. 
Still, there were plenty of 
takeaways from the opening 
practice of this year’s camp.

On the injury front, only 
wide receiver Tyrell Shavers 
did not participate in any 
drills on Wednesday as he 
continues his recovery from 
a torn ACL suffered in last 

year’s playoffs. Shavers was 
placed on the PUP list on 
Tuesday, and while his re-
covery has gone well, gener-
al manager Brandon Beane 
did indicate he would likely 
open the season on the PUP 
list.

“Yeah, I think he’s doing 
really well,” Beane said. “This 
guy’s been in the building 
like all offseason. You can set 
your watch to about 6 to 6:05. 
He’s pouring a salt bath in 
one of those aluminum tubs. 
He’s just one of those guys. 
He is steady, even when he 
made the practice squad. 
There were a couple times 
he was frustrated he didn’t 
make our roster, but didn’t 
change his approach. It’s 
frustrating to have an injury 
that’s a nine month to a year, 
whatever they take some-
times. But you wouldn’t see 
it on his face. He’s just like, 
I’m going to work. I’m going 
to work. I’m going to work. 
I’m going to control what I 
can control. And so his team-
mates see his work ethic, 
and they’re going to be excit-
ed when he gets back. But I 
think he’s done a really good 
job. I wouldn’t want to put a 
timetable on it yet. I wouldn’t 
project him to be able to start 
the season. I think it’ll be one 
of those things he’ll start the 
season on PUP, and then 
we’ll just keep ramping him 
up. And when he’s ready to 
go, we’ll see if we can get him 
out there.”

Linebackers Terrel Ber-
nard and Dorian Williams 
did not see many, if any, reps 
in team drills as they contin-
ue to be ramped up to speed. 
At a position that is already 

extremely thin, it was less 
than ideal to see the Bills 
down two of their top line-
backers.

“He (Bernard) was just, 
some things in his training. 
He’s fine. We’re just trying to 
ramp him up properly and 
make sure he’s good to go. 
So you guys will see him over 
the next week or so gradually 
go all the way back into do-
ing that. And Dorian will be 
on a similar thing as well,” 
Beane said.

That opened the door for 
more reps for rookie Kaleb 
Elarms-Orr, who hopes to 
use this opportunity to earn 
his place in the pecking or-
der early on.

Michael Hoecht, who is 
recovering from a torn Achil-
les suffered last season, was 
out on the field on Wednes-
day for some reps. His prog-
ress continues to trend in the 
right direction, and it was a 
supremely positive sign that 
he was able to participate in 
any capacity to open camp.

“Mike’s one of those guys 
you got to hold him back,” 
Beane said. “He would prac-
tice every rep today if he 
could, but these guys are still 
trying to tell him. So we’re 
still trying to be smart with 
him. But he feels very confi-
dent. He’s – I’m not going to 
say… you’d have to ask him 
this, does he feel exactly the 
way he felt prior to the injury 
last season? But I know he’s 
been confident. He’s been 
here the whole time. He was 
here this summer. I’m ex-
cited about watching him 
continue to get better. When 
you take that much time off 
of football, like that in itself, 

injured or not, it takes time to 
kind of get back on the bike 
and get going, so I think he’ll 
be getting his legs, getting 
his feel, and all that. I think 
we’ll all continue to see him 
get up, get better, get into 
games. We’ll try to hope-
fully keep him healthy and 
get some preseason action, 
just to get the rust off there, 
decide what he needs to be 
prepared, and hopefully he’s 
good to go for Week 1. That’s 
what we believe it’ll be, but 
time will tell.”

On the field, the wide re-
ceivers were as focused as 
they often are. DJ Moore and 
Keon Coleman connected 
with Josh Allen early on in 
7-on-7s, despite an early 
drop from Coleman on the 
first play of the day. Joshua 
Palmer also was in the ac-
tion as he looks to make an 
impact in his second year in 
Buffalo.

The league’s leading rush-
er from a season ago, James 
Cook, looked sharp in his 
limited touches. He took one 
carry in 11-on-11 drills un-
touched for a touchdown.

The secondary and fronts 
continued to evolve defen-
sively with many of the new 
faces rotating in throughout 
the day. With the scheme 
change this season to a 
3-4, many players’ roles on 
the defensive side are ever 
evolving.

“Yeah, I mean, I think 
some of the things is we’ve 
got some guys in slightly new 
positions,” Beane said of the 
defense. “Whether it’s guys 
that have always had their 
hand down, now they’re 
standing up a little bit. Some 
guys that were maybe play-
ing more outside, sliding 
into a different spot or vice 
versa. So, I think just the first 
thing is the front and how 
these guys fit. Then you go 
to the second level with the 
backers, from that stand-
point. And then the safeties. 
Obviously, Cole’s going into 
his third year, really showed 
some things this last year. 
We think we’ve got some re-
ally good depth in the safety 
room. So, how does that all 
play out, alongside of him? 
And then some young DBs, 
a Dee Alford in here. So, 
we’ve got some new faces. 
We’ve got some guys that 
have been here, and a Greg 
Rousseau. Bradley Chubb’s 
been talked about. I mean, 
his leadership. He takes 
T.J. Parker down to Florida 
with him this summer, and I 
talked to Bradley yesterday 
about it – he’s impressed 
with TJ’s commitment, for 
a young guy, felt like the 
lights on, and so, commend 
TJ for going, ‘Man, that’s a 
guy I kind of want to follow.’ 
So, I’m excited about a lot 
of things. I’m excited about 
pads, just as we’re not there 
yet, with the ramp-up, which 
I think is good. The old days 
of just performing, pads on 
right away. You know, we’ll 
ramp them up the next few 
days and then get into pads 
next week. But I’m excited 
about all that. I’m excited to 
watch Jim use the different 
packages and putting guys in 
different spots. We talk about 
positionless players, and as I 
said, we’ve got some safeties 
that have some good experi-
ence in this league, and what 
are some different ways he 
can use them as we build this 
roster and decide who the 
best 53 players are.”

The battle at left guard 
also was a focus on Wednes-
day, as Alec Anderson and 
Austin Corbett jockey for po-
sitioning to take over David 
Edwards’ spot, which was 
vacated when he signed with 
the New Orleans Saints in 
free agency.

The second of seven 
training camp practices at 
St. John Fisher University is 
scheduled for 8:30 a.m. on 
Thursday.

A New Era: Buffalo Begins Championship Chase
Bills open first training camp under Joe Brady

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Josh Allen (right) talks with coaches after practice including new head coach Joe Brady (left).


