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Downtown in the Village of Le Roy. The village government was close to being dissolved by consolidation with
the town in 2026, however these plans fell through.

LE ROY TOWN AND
VILLAGE CONSOLIDATION

What has happened, and what LeRoyans need to know

By SAMUEL ZERILLO
szerillo@batavianews.com
LE ROY — Combine the
Town and Village of Le Roy?
That was an option on the
table for months in 2026,

until discussions recently

cameto ahalt.

Mayor Greg Rogers, writ-
ing in a Mayor’s Corner col-
umn in an early April edi-
tion of the Le Roy Weekend
Gazette, announced that
pending increases to the vil-
lage property tax rate com-
ing in 2026 was due in part
to the village’s efforts to con-
solidate into the town falling
through.

“Our end goal was to be
able to dissolve the Village
and consolidate with the
Town to save money by tak-
ing advantage of incentives
offered by the State, and
efficiency from eliminat-
ing a duplicate of services.
This is not going to happen
as both boards interviewed
two companies who assist
with the grants and study,
and the Town has no inter-
est in this plan at this time,’
Rogers wrote in the April 4
column.

Rogers reiterated the Vil-
lage’s position at an April 15
public hearing for the pro-
posed village budget where
he talked about merger dis-
cussions and said the village
and town would not be able
to move forward with con-
solidation plans.

Butmany questions arose
in the wake of that village
meeting: What was the con-
solidation plan was? What
did it fall through? And what
is happening now?

Why are there two
Le Roys, and why
consolidate them?

The town of Le Roy was
organized first, original-

ly named “Bellona” and
founded in 1812. The name
was changed only a year
later to what we now know
it as, named for Herman Le
Roy. The village came along
22 years later in the summer
0f 1834.

Merging two entitles that
have co-existed for just over
190 years can seem like a
daunting task. The town and
village interviewed two dif-
ferent companies that help
places like Le Roy explore
this option. One of those
two companies was the
Rochester-based Center for
Governmental Research, or
CGR.

Paul Bishop, who leads
the local government prac-
tice at CGR, explained why
having a separate town and
village made sense in the
past.

“In New York, govern-
ments were established by
their residents to provide
the services they wanted at
the time. And so, the Village
of Le Roy exists as what we
refer to often as a multi-pur-
pose district, as the village
can raise taxes to provide a
wide variety of services for
the residents inside the vil-
lage,” Bishop said.

“At the time, towns were
not allowed to, nor did they,
provide very many services
at all. They had a highway
department that kept the
paths clear so the cows
didn’t wander through, and
the oxen could pull their
carts to market. That was
aboutit,” he said.

Times have changed,
though, and there isn’t
much difference under cur-
rent New York State law as to
what services a village and
town can provide.

“Fast forward to 2026,
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the state constitution has
changed, and town gov-
ernments can now provide
pretty much any service
that a resident would want,”
Bishop explained. “No lon-
ger need to have a village to
provide those services.”

With the changes, many
communities state-wide
have started exploring dis-
solution of one or the other
to consolidate resources
and provide services.

One of the key pieces as to
why a place like Le Roy was
looking to dissolve the vil-
lage into the town involves
examining the disparity in
provided services between
the two, and more impor-
tantly, who is paying for
them.

“What has happened in
Le Roy, is that the village
provides a lot of services.
They have a police depart-
ment, I believe they fund the
fire department. They have
a pretty well-developed
downtown that they provide
services to with sidewalks
and street plowing and all
that kind of stuff. And their
residents pay a lot more tax
than the residents in the
town,” Bishop said.

“So, the residents who
live in the town outside vil-
lage don't get as many ser-
vices asthose wholive in the
village, but they benefit from
them. Every time they go to
Main Street to visit a restau-
rant, or go to taekwondo, or
stop into the court, they're
benefiting from the fact
that village residents pay for
those sidewalks and those
streetlights, but they don’t
pay for them.”

Le Roy Town Supervisor
Jim Farnholz said that dis-
cussions between his board
and the village about these
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points had been happen-
ing for some time now, and
eventually prompted them
to explore consolidation.

“The mayor and I have
had these discussions for
several years, because at
one time, there was a signif-
icant financial benefit to the
town and village to consoli-
date,” Farnholz said. “So, in
regard to that, we had two
companies come in, who
are consulting companies,
to a joint village and town
board meeting to talk about
how this works and what
their companies do.”

Farnholz explained that
the town and village already
share a number of services,
and at first, this option was
being explored from mainly
afinancial standpoint.

“Part of the initial dis-
cussion of merging the two,
was that the town already
provides many services to
the village. We do assess-
ment, code enforcement,
we do the courts, summer
recreation, adult recreation.
So, other than the village
DPW (Department of Public
Works), the police depart-
ment, their sewer treatment
plant, we already do a great
many things for the village.
So, if it was financially ben-
eficial, that was really what
started the discussion,”
Farnholz said.

This sharing of services is
why Rogers felt the time was
right to make this move hap-
pen.

“The more we got into it,
the more we thought there
was more of a chance. We've
combined previous boards,
combined planning boards,
recreation, courts, code en-
forcement, assessment, ev-
erything,” Rogers said. “The

See CONSOLIDATION A2

1%

Nancy M. Crocker

Lic. Real Estate Salesperson

Cell: (585) 314-7982
' crocker@rochester.rr.com
EmpireRealtyRoc.com

g183WiMain Road

TuE LE Roy WEEKEND GAZETTE

Saturday, June 13th, 2026 / FREE

Brothers
In arms

Hockey brothers focused on
making a difference

as ROTC-commissioned U.S.
Army officers

By MIKE PETTINELLA
For The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

“The Army is lucky to have
them.”

Tracy Hockey speaks
those words as the proud
mother of three close-knit
sons who are at different
stages of their military ca-
reers built upon each re-
ceiving a U.S. Army Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps
scholarship.

First there was Michael
Jr., a 2020 graduate of Per-
ry Central School and 2024
graduate of Niagara Univer-
sity who was commissioned
into the Army as a second
lieutenant upon graduation.
Currently, he is a military in-
telligence officer serving as
a platoon leader in the 3rd
Brigade, 101st Airborne Di-
vision (Air Assault) - known
as the “Rakkasans” — at Fort
Campbell, Ky. He recently
completed air assault school
and Army Ranger school.

Then came Mitchel, a
2022 graduate of Le Roy Cen-
tral School who, on May 15,
graduated from Niagara Uni-
versity and is commissioned
into the Army as a second
lieutenant in military intelli-
gence. He is heading to Fort

Huachuca in Arizona for Ba-
sic Officer Leadership Court
and, upon graduating there,
willbe stationed atJoint Base
Lewis-McChord in the state
of Washington.

Now there is Matthew,
who will graduate from Le
Roy Central School next
month and will begin the
same journey at Niagara
University and the Army
ROTC program in the fall.

Their mother, who lives in
Le Roy, told The Daily News
that she is “truly proud of her
boys and the path they have
chosen.”

“We don’t know what
the future holds, but I do
know this will be a journey
of growth and resiliency for
our entire family,” she said.
“Iam also confident all three
of them will be outstanding
leaders. The Army is lucky to
have them. “

Their father, Michael
Hockey, lives in Warsaw.

The brothers were able
to be together at Mitchel's
graduation ceremony and
commented on their inspi-
ration for pursuing the Army
ROTC scholarship and their

See BROTHERS A3
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From left, Michael Hockey Jr., Mitchel Hockey and
Matthew Hockey stand together following Mitchel’s
graduation from Niagara University on May 15.
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Meet the Betsies
who created Le Roy’s
Banner of Liberty

By Lynne Belluscio

Sunday is Flag Day. It was
on July 14, 1777, that the
Second Continental Con-
gress passed a resolution:
“Resolved that the flag of
the United States be thir-
teen stripes, alternate red
and white; that the union be
thirteen stars, white in a blue
field representing anew con-
stellation.”

In 1916, President Wood-
row Wilson established June
14 as Flag Day, and Ameri-
cans are encouraged to fly
the American flag all week.
This year, in Le Roy, folks
are encouraged to fly what
is known as the “Betsey Ross
flag” in commemoration of
the 250th anniversary of in-
dependence. The Betsy Ross
flag is a 13-stripe flag with a
circle of white stars in the
blue canton. This spring,
nearly 50 Betsy Ross flags
were ordered through the
Le Roy American Legion
and they will be displayed
throughout the town.

At the end of April this
year, a group of women met
at the Village Hall and began
hand-sewing a 13-stripe, 13-
star flag that will lead off this
year’s Oatka Festival parade
on July 18. The pattern of the
stars is known as a “Great
Star” pattern because the
stars are arranged to look
like a star from a distance.

A photograph of an old
13-star flag was found in a
book “Banners of Liberty: An
Exhibition of Original Revo-
lutionary War Flags” which
was published by the Muse-
um of the American Revolu-
tion in Philadelphia. The flag

was part of an exhibit in 2025
in Philadelphia.

The story behind this
particular flag is interest-
ing. It is believed to have
been made very early in the
1800s. It was part of a large
collection of American flags
assembled by Boleslaw and
Marie D’Otrange Mastai for
more than 50 years. In 1939,
Boleslaw had an art gal-
lery in Berlin. He had taken
a vacation and traveled to
New York City to attend the
World'’s Fair. While he was in
the United States, Germany
invaded Poland and he be-
came stranded in New York
City. His gallery and posses-
sions in Germany were con-
fiscated by the Nazi army.
During the next couple of
years, he established him-
self in New York City and
as a tribute to the country
that gave him refuge during
World War II, he began col-
lecting what would become
the largest collection of
American flags and banners.
Hundreds of flags were in
the collection, including the
unusual flag with the Great
Star pattern that was chosen
for the Le Roy flag. Boleslaw
died in 2002 and the collec-
tion was auctioned at Sothe-
by’s. Many of the flags were
acquired for the Zaricor Flag
Museum in California.

There have been several
newspaper articles about the
Le Roy Great Star flag. The
group of women who have
sewn the flag, now call them-
selves the Betsies.

The Betsies have been
meeting at the Le Roy Village
Hall since the end of April.

Linda Keister who has

overseen the production of
the hand-sewn flag has said
that the flag will be complet-
ed in time for Flag Day on
Sunday. It will be displayed
atthe Le Roy Farmers Market
on July 4 on Trigon Park and
plans are being made to have
it lead the Oatka Festival pa-
rade down Main Street on
July 18. It will go on display at
Woodward Library after the
Festival.

Linda grew up in Batavia
and graduated from Batavia
High School. Her family was
from Stafford and Le Roy and
so she spent a lot of time in
Le Roy. She worked as a le-
gal secretary before working
as a data specialist at Alex-
ander Central School for 23
years before retiring. Linda
has been sewing since 7th
grade when she was in home
economics in high school.
She made a lot of her kids’
clothes, home furnishings,
and gradually got into quilt-
ing.

“I'm a 100% patriot. Love
our American flag. Our Na-
tional Anthem usually brings
tears to my eyes,” she said.
“Reproducing this version
of the 13 Colonies Flag from
scratch has been fulfill-
ing and humbling in many
ways.”

Linda’s thoughts are
shared by the rest of the
group.

Melissa Zschoshe was
born in Batavia and moved
to Stafford when she was 6
months old. She attended
church and school in Le Roy
and graduated from Le Roy
High School in 1974 and was
editor of the Oatkan. She
now lives in the family home
in Stafford. She learned to
sew on a Singer treadle sew-
ing machine — which she
still has. She plans to refinish
the base this summer.

“Sewing on the treadle
machine is soothing,” she
said.

She has sewn curtains
and switched to quilting
and sews small kennel quits
for the Humane Society for
their animal cages. She also
repairs and sews costumes
for interpreters at Genesee
Country Village & Museum
in Mumford.

“I find hand sewing very
relaxing and worked on the
long red and white stripes of
the Le Royflag,” she said.

She enjoyed sewing with
the group and met some
new people. Formerly, she
owned a company that sold
specialty parts for construc-
tion such as grab bars, fire
extinguisher cabinets and
folding walls.

LYNNE BELLUSCIO PHOTO

Some of the Betsies who created a 13-star, 13-stripe flag to commemorate America’s
250th anniversary. The flag will lead off the Oatka Festival parade in July.

“The American flag has
evolved and changed over
250 years reflecting our ev-
er-changing population,
history, and standing in
the world. So much has oc-
curred in 250 years — the
good, the bad, the ugly, but
we should still believe in
freedom, liberty, and justice
for all,” she said. “The Amer-
ican flag waving under a
bright blue sunny sky should
give us all shivers, because
so much history, meaning,
and sacrifice is symbolized
in our Stars and Stripes.”

Shelly Stein, another Bet-
sy, was born in Cortland and
raised in Fayette.

“Volunteering in com-
munity projects is engaging
and this project expands my
knowledge of Le Roy histo-
ry,” she said. “I've sewn all
my life — kitchen aprons,
outfits and quilts. Through
4-H I learned to sew and
added experience as sew-
ing projects became more
detailed. I'm a dairy farmer
and work in finance admin-
istration. I'm a strong com-
munity supporter. As I sewed
some of the stripes, I thought
about the symbolism of the
flag and that it represents the
‘Great Democracy Experi-
ment’ and the vast liberties
that we as Americans enjoy
daily”

Shelley’s daughter, Tasha
Sutherand, helped sew the
short stripes. She was born
in Le Roy and attended Cale-
donia-Mumford Central
School and Cornell Univer-
sity. She manages the family
dairy farm.

“I started sewing with my
Grandma Murray whenIwas
4 years old. My most com-
plex project was my wedding
dress. I mostly quilt now and
I volunteered to help with

the flag because it’s a type
of art form with fabric. And
it was a way that our fore-
mothers could support their
troops,” she said.

Sue Privitera helped ap-
plique some of the stars on
the canton. She was born in
Rochester and grew up in
Mumford.

“I wanted to do the proj-
ect because of the 250th an-
niversary and I enjoy sew-
ing,” said Privitera, a retired
speech therapist. “I have
sewn clothing, slipcovers,
many quilts, and wool ap-
plique projects. I have been
sewing since [ was 9 and was
taught by my mom and in
4-H’

Mary Jo (Zimmerman)
Elmore was born in Batavia
and grew up in Le Roy. She
has enjoyed being part of
this community project. She
learned to sew when she was
10 years old, playing with
her mom’s sewing machine.
Mary Jo fondly remembers
her9th grade home econom-
ics teacher, Grace Leanen,
who was “wonderful” Mary
Jo honed her sewing skills
when she sewed clothes
and holiday dresses for her
two daughters. She also did
some tailoring for some of
her friends. While working
on the flag, Mary Jo was busy
hemming a prom dress for
her granddaughter but she
admits that she was never a
fan ofhand sewing.

Another Betsy is Lee Di-
fazio who has been sewing
since she was 9 and was
taught by her mom and 4-H,
but she also gives a lot of
credit to Mrs. Leanen, the
home economics teacher.
Lee was an accountant and
worked in human resources,
but now is enjoying retire-
ment.

“I enjoy working on com-
munity projects and thought
this was a great way to add to
the 250th celebration,” said
Lee, who sewed four sec-
tions of the stripes and the
three outside edges of the
complete flag. “The flag is a
symbol of our freedom and
the sacrifices of our veterans
in the past and still today to
protect our country.”

As the flagis carried down
Main Street in the parade, it
will be accompanied by stu-
dents representing the Rev-
olutionary War veterans who
came to Le Roy after the war.

Many of these men were
teenagers when they went
to war. Edmund Beach was
only 17 when he enlisted as a
drummer. He will be remem-
bered when a student will
march with a drum playing
the cadence that took men
into battle. Another student
will march for John Ganson,
Le Roy’s pioneer settler. Asa
Buell came to Le Royin 1811.
His name, like others, ap-
pears on the Soldiers Mon-
ument on Trigon Park. He
died at the age of 67 and is
buried in Buell Cemetery on
East Main Road.

Others include Ithamar
Coe, Hugh Murphy, Stephen
Olmsted, Teunis Smith, John
Thwing, and Isaac Walker.

They may be long forgot-
ten, but for a brief moment
their names will be spoken,
a flag will mark their final
resting place, and they will
be remembered for their be-
lief that “all men are created
equal, that they were en-
dowed by their creator with
certain unalienable rights,
thatamong them are life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of hap-
piness.’

Consolidation

From A1

relationship has been so good, we
thought it was time to see if there
was enough incentive, enough
savings, that we could dissolve (ei-
ther the town or the village), which
would be us. So, we've gone down

thatroad for a while.”

Why consolidation was

shotdown in Le Roy

While Bishop wasn't told the ex-
actreason as to why Le Roy decided
not to proceed with these plans, he
cited a few usual concerns he has
seen, such as residents losing their

voice inlocal government.

“People are concerned about
their voice, their ability to be in
touch with their local leaders,
Bishop said. “(In the village), if you
want to talk to the mayor or your
councilman, you're one of 4,000
people competing for their ear. If
you're in the town, you're one of
8,000. Your voice and your vote gets

alittle bit diluted.”

Another big concern centers
around the fate of services that
were provided by the dissolved en-
tity, and what potential tax increas-
es by residents of the surviving en-
tity would be implemented to keep

them around.

“If the village were to dissolve
as an example, because there are
enough village residents, they
could take over the town board in
an election. They could say, you
know what, we're going to spread
the police department out to cov-
er the whole town. And the cost of
the police department would get
shared across every resident of Le
Roy, not just those in the village,

Bishop said.

“(In this scenario), a village res-
ident’s tax burden would go down,
and a town resident’s tax burden
would go up. They both right now
benefit from the police depart-
ment, but town residents don’t pay

forit”

A4 Saturday, June 13,2026

residents was a major

why the town board did not want
to continue consolidation discus-
sions with the village at this time.
“Unless there’s a significant fi-
nancial benefit to consolidation, I
don’t see a place where right now
the town board would move for-
ward with a consolidation, because
there isn’t any financial benefit to
theresidents outside of the existing

village,” Farnholz said.

lice Department.
“The big financial

that,” he said.

In order to maintain the Le Roy
Police Department in its current
state, along with other village ser-
vices, the town would have to po-
tentially double its tax rate for its
residents in order to accommodate

them.
“If the village were

Farnholz projects the

to $2 per $1,000.

“In that regard, that’s why the
town board voted unanimously not
to go forward with a consolidation
study or movement,” Farnholz said.

What the future holds

While the town is seemingly no
longer on board for consolidation,
that isn’t the only way the village

Farnholz confirmed that con-
cerns about rising costs for town

The biggest potential financial
strain on the town, in his eyes,
would be the fate of the Le Roy Po-

probably be the overall taking
over of the police department. I
believe their budget is just over a
million dollars a year.
we presently have services, but I
think we put in 80,000 a year. And
(the Le Roy police) can go out into
the town, they're authorized to do

date (with the town), and we were
to go forward with it, it would raise
taxes for everybody who resided
outside the village,” Farnholz said.
The present tax rate for residents
living in the town is set at 93 cents
per $1,000 of assessed value, how-
ever if consolidation occurred,

rise to somewhere between $1.50

reallywanted to.
factor as to

could proceed with these plans if it

Farnholz said that the village ac-
tually has the power to hold a vote
among just its own residents to dis-
solve itself, which the town and its
residents have no say over.

In that case, the village would, in
essence, just cease to exist, not to
be absorbed into any other entity,
and it would then be on the town to
pick up the slack of former village
services in its absence if it chose to.

“There are two ways in which
the village can cease to exist. It
can consolidate with the town, in
which case, both the members of

the town and the village vote on a

one would

You know,

ernment.”

to consoli-

rate would

News article.

ment.

consolidation process. And then
the village works with the town in
terms of reorganizing the new gov-
ernment,” Farnholz said.

“The other way is through a
dissolution of the village. In that
particular model, the town has no
voice in that disillusion,” he con-
tinued. “The village would have
to vote, I believe the number is 66
percent, but don’t hold me to that,
to dissolve. Once it dissolves, the
village would then have no voice in
the reorganization of the new gov-

Bishop from CGR provided in-
formation on two other places
nearby that have both passed and
denied dissolution measures, as
Seneca Falls successfully complet-
ed the process, while failed a num-
ber of years ago in Medina.

In Seneca Falls, issues such as
the disparity of taxes between the
village and town, as well as prob-
lems with collaborating on poten-
tial shared services, were some of
the main reasons this option was
explored, according to a 2015 Daily

Residents of the village of Sene-
ca Falls voted in March 2010 to dis-
solve and the action took effect in
2012. Since then, all services have
operated under the town govern-

In Medina’s case, things were a

Leading

other”

mately one
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bit more complicated than in Sen-
eca Falls as the village lies between
two towns instead of one, Shelby
and Ridgeway.

solution, then Town Supervisor of
Seneca Falls Don Earlie actually
came to Medina to address the lo-
cal concerns and explain why dis-
solution worked in his eyes.

“It was just like Y2K ... nothing
happened,’
Medinaresidents in 2015.

“While it was questionable at
first, it is clear that all of the resi-
dents have seen significant short-
term benefits from the (dissolu-
tion),” Earle said. “We’re operating
as one, not competing with each

While the tax burden on village
residents was again one of the main
issues in Medina, it was reported
in a different article by the Daily
News that local voters in 2015 over-
whelmingly chose against dissolv-
ing the village government.

For the residents, concerns re-
garding the future of provided
village services were among the
prominent concerns, and was ulti-

vote did not pass.

Following the vote, then Medi-
na Mayor Andrew Meier said that
problems with declining popula-

o4

Le Roy Village Hall.

up to the vote on dis-

Earle said to a crowd of

of the main reasons the

RK GUTMAN/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE

tion and property values, mixed
with rising costs within the village,
would continue to be increasingly
unsustainable.

“It isn’t sustainable ...
residents know this is a problem,
it concerned a lot of them,” Meier
saidin 2015. “I'think dissolution re-
mains an eventuality, but the peo-
ple decided they weren't ready for
ityet.”

Discussions about dissolving
Medina into the two neighboring
towns have mostly ceased in recent
years, even after the waiting peri-
od before a new vote on the issue
could be considered had expired in
2019.

The next step for the Village of Le
Roy is unclear, though Rogers and
village trustees remain committed
to exploring its options after con-
solidation fell through.

“It’s kind of back to the drawing
board,” Rogers said. “I'm not say-
ing it’s off the table. I'm not saying
we're not going to look at different
ways, because like I said, we try
to work together to be as efficient
as we all can be. So right now it
doesn’t look like consolidation
is going to happen. In my mental
timeline I wanted to have it hap-
pen,
see what happens from there.”

village

like, in 18 months. But we'll
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Liam McArdle played at the NYSPHSAA Golf Champion-

ships Sunday and Monday.

Cal-Mum’s
McArdle Caps

Stellar

Season

with
25th Place at State
Championships

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

CHURCHVILLE — Cale-
donia-Mumford sophomore
Liam McArdle capped off a
stellar season Monday as he
competed at the New York
State Public High School
Athletic Association Golf
Championships at Mill
Creek Golf Club in Church-
ville.

The two-day, 36-hole
championship tournament
featured the best 99 golfers
in the state from all 11 sec-
tions and was played Sunday
and Monday.

McArdle ended tied for
25th overall out of a 99-play-
er field, which also placed
him third best among the
nine Section V representa-
tives at the tournament.

He opened with a +6 77
and was tied for 31st after
day one on Sunday. He came
back Monday and carded
a round of +3, 74, which in-
cluded an eagle on the par 5,
505-yard fifth hole to climb
six spots on the day and fin-
ish with a two-day total of
151 (+9).

McArdle was the first
Raider to make the state
championship since 1982.

“Liam had an unforgetta-
ble weekend at Mill Creek,”
Cal-Mum head coach Steve
Gaffney said. “A top-25 fin-
ish at states is an amazing
accomplishment. His irons
and driver were dialed in,
and that gave him greatlooks

(\.q

PHOTO CREDIT: TIM MCARDLE
Liam McArdle

at birdies all weekend. At a
links-style course with plen-
ty of heather, he was still able
to keep the ball in play and
out of trouble. He caps off
one of the most impressive
single seasons in Living-
ston County history with an
LCAA individual champion-
ship, team sectional cham-
pionship, shooting 70 in the
finals, and a top-25 finish in
the state championships.I'm
glad I get to be along for the
ride for two more years with

”

him.!

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

LIVONIA Caledo-
nia-Mumford softball fell
9-4 to Section VI champion
Falconer on Wednesday,
June 3 in the New York State
Public High School Athletic
Association Class C Subre-
gional.

The Raiders fell into a
hole quickly and never ful-
ly recovered. After a walk
to Emily Rhinehart, Mylie
Zaranek belted a two-run
home run to left field to put
the Falconsin front. Hannah
Melquist scored a third run
later in the inning on a wild
pitch after doubling.

“We knew that they were
pretty solid at two through
five. They were the most im-
portant hitters for them. We
walked the girl right before
that (home run), and that
was like our focus was to try
not to give them anything
free. And that girl is a good
hitter. I watched some film
on her. I think it just stayed
right over the middle of the
plate. We came back, but I
think thatgot us alittle shell-
shocked. I think it’s only the
second home run hit off
us all year. I give our girls
credit. During the middle
innings, they made some
plays and some of the pitch-
ing changes, which are not
easy to just keep hopping in
and out, but we got some big
strikeouts to kind of limit it,”
Cal-Mum head coach Dan
Dicken said.

The lead eventually ex-
tended to six in the third
with Emily Zaranek dou-
bling in two runs, followed
by an RBI single from Ra-
chael Swanson.

Falconer tacked on three
more runs in the seventh to

IVALS SPORTS INSIDE

NYSPHSAA SOFTBALL:
Cal-Mum Taken Down by
Falconer to
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Kylie Padlick-Field pitch-
es during Wednesday’s
game.

all but put the game out of
reach. The Raiders did make
a push in the bottom of the
seventh after London Mat-
tingly reached on a fielder’s
choice, Emma Wyskiel and
Colleen Talty singled. A
pitch hit Mia Wilson to force
inarun, and an error by Gia-
da Schauman in left field
scored another run. Shea
Drazkowski singled home
two more runs before Fal-
coner recorded the last out
on the night to clinch it.

“We were trying to keep it
at six as much as we could,”
Dickens said. “A couple of
mistakes led to them get-
ting those last three. But you
know, our girls are fighters,
and I just told them there’s
no reason to feel pressure
right now, just go up there
and get your best swings
of the night. I was proud of
them to keep fighting there.
We had some really good
hits in the seventh, but nine
is a lot of comeback from.
But our girls had no quit in
them. They made me proud
all year, and the same to-
night””

Grace Beach led the

Cal-Mum emotional after the loss on Wednesday.
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End Season

Raiders with two hits, while
Drazkowski and Wyskiel
each had a hit. Kylie Padlick-
Field started the game and
worked the majority of the
night across two stints. She
finished with 4.1 innings, al-
lowing six runs (five earned)
on four hits and four walks
with six strikeouts. Beach
worked 2.2 innings and al-
lowed three runs on four
hits and two walks while
striking out two.

The loss ended Cal-
Mum'’s season with a 21-3
record and as the Section V
Class C2 and overall Class
C champions. It also ended
the career of four Raiders’
seniors: Wilson, Wyskiel,
Talty and Drazkowski. The
senior class has been the
cornerstone of the team for
the last several years.

“You get close with your
seniors because typically
they're captains, and I put
a lot of responsibilities on
them for some things,” Dick-
ens said. “Shea and Colleen
have both been two-year
captains for me, and Mia
Wilson was a captain this
year, and all three of them
are four-year starters. Emma
Wyskiel came such a long
way. When she was on JV, I
wasn't sure if she’d be able
to contribute, but she came
inlast year and worked real-
ly hard. She contributed last
year, and to see her finish up
the season with a good rip
in the seventh inning, I'm
really happy for her. And she
caught the last out to send
us to the finals.

“But it’s a tough group to
replace, you're taking your
catcher, second (base) and
short(stop), three of the
most important positions
on defense, and we're going

to have to find some people
to replace them,” Dickens
continued. “Shea was great
out there at short. I thought
she kept the score 6-0 with
a couple of really nice plays
during the middle innings,
and Colleen threw a girl
out again. It’s just tough
to replace, but again I'm
lucky I got to coach all four
of them for as long as I did,
and they're going to do great
things in life.”

The sectional win this
season was the 11th for the
Cal-Mum program, which
has a long history of excel-
lence. Dickens was proud
of what this team accom-
plished and is already look-
ing forward to the challenge
ahead next season.

“Last year we ran into
Bloomfield in the semis, and
we were on a 12-game win-
ning streak,” Dickens said.
“We started the year 2-4, and
that was foreign territory for
us. So we really pushed on
some basics, and we went
on the winning streak un-
til we ran into Bloomfield.
I feel like they just got a lot
more confidence, and we
lost some good seniors from
that team, but a lot of these
girls were younger last year,
and they’re very confident
in the batter’s box. I know
it might not have shown
it for the first six innings
(Wednesday), but we can hit
and score. We mercied a lot
of teams this year, and not
necessarily bad teams. We
were mercy (ruling) good
teams. So hopefully the
girls returning are confident
coming in next year, but we
have some very important
shoes to fill, but I'm always
up for the challenge, and I
like our girls coming back.”

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
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Question from The Le Roy Weekend Gazette staff
What song makes you instantly happy?
HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!
< Previous question - “Favorite Le Roy Little League baseball team?” A
YOUR NAME COULD BE HERE! YOUR NAME COULD BE HERE! YOUR NAME COULD BE HERE!
SHARE YOUR ANSWER WITH US ON FACEBOOK SHARE YOUR ANSWER WITH US ON FACEBOOK SHARE YOUR ANSWER WITH US ON FACEBOOK
FORTHE CHANCETO BE FEATURED HERE! FORTHE CHANCETO BE FEATURED HERE! FORTHE CHANCETO BE FEATURED HERE!

Have an idea for the next question? Send your suggestions to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

Question of the Week sponsored by:

www.CasperFarmsBeef.com ¢ Crystal (585) 478-6326 ¢ 6671 Main Road, Stafford, NY 14143

A6 Saturday, June 13,2026
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IVALS SPORTS INSIDE

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS

Cal-Mum’s Emma Brogan during her win in the triple

Cal-Mum’s
Brogan,

Le Roy’s Elmore
Qualify for
NYSPHSAA
Track and Field
Championships

jump.

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

CALEDONIA — It was
an action-packed day at
Caledonia-Mumford High
School for the Section V
Class C State Qualifier meet.

Le Roy’s Connor Elmore
and Caledonia-Mumford’s
Emma Brogan highlighted
things by punching tickets
to the New York State Public
High School Athletic Associ-
ation Track and Field Cham-
pionship meet at Webster
Schroeder High School.

New rules this season
meant there were three ways
to qualify. All event winners
at Saturday’s meet earned
an automatic spot at the
state championship meet. If
an athlete finished second
and reached the at-large
mark (a three-year average
of eighth-seeded Division
IT or sixth-seeded Class C
NYSPHSAA competitors) in
the event, they would also
advance. Finally, if an ath-
lete reached the super stan-
dard (a three-year average
of fifth-seeded Division II
or fourth-seeded Class C
NYSPHSAA competitors) at
any point during the season
and finished in the top five

at the qualifier meet on Sat-
urday, they would also ad-
vance to state competition.
This was a change from pre-
vious years, when all athletes
who reached the super stan-
dard qualified regardless of
their finish at the state qual-
ifier meet.

Elmore advanced by win-
ning the high jump title with
a winning leap of 6 feet 4
inches. Elmore had already
achieved the super standard
with a previous best of 6 feet
6inches.

Brogan punched her
ticket to states for a second
straight season by winning
the triple jump with a sea-
son-best jump of 37 feet 8.5
inches.

Cal-Mum'’s Aaron Blaker
also had his best meet of the
season in the triple jump,
breaking the school record
with a leap of 43 feet 5 inch-
es. That was good for second
place in the event, but he did
not advance to state compe-
tition.

All athletes who qualified
will compete on Saturday,
June 13, and Sunday, June
14, in the NYSPHSAA Cham-
pionships at Webster Schro-
eder High School.

VILLAGE CLERK-TREASURER JOB POSTING
The Village of LeRoy, New York, is looking to fill the position of Village
Clerk-Treasurer. This is an appointed position; the candidate must be a
resident of the Village. Graduation from high school or possession of a high

school equivalency diploma is a must.

The Village Clerk-Treasurer must exercise sound judgment, maintain confi-
dentiality when appropriate, and provide professional and courteous service

to residents, businesses, elected officials, and outside agencies, possess
the ability to multitask, and work independently in a public office setting.
Office administration, bookkeeping, and records management experience
are required. The candidate must be proficient with Microsoft 365. Pay rate

will be based upon experience.

Employment application is available at the Village of LeRoy Clerk’s
Office, 3 West Main Street, LeRoy, NY.
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Making it simple and cffective.
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) 438 East Main Street, Batavia, NY 14020
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Le Roy’s Connor Elmore (left) qualified for the state meet.
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THE SHINING STARS OF SPRING 2026

Presenting the 2026
LCAA All-Stars:

Baseball

CALEDONIA-MUM-
FORD

Dillon Alcott, Senior

Aidan McKay, Junior

Tyler Potter, Senior

LEROY

Simon Greene, Junior

Brady McClurg, Junior

Jagger Smith, Senior

Softball

CALEDONIA-MUM-
FORD

Grace Beach, Junior,
Pitcher

Shea Drazkowski, Senior,
Shortstop

Kylie Padlick-Field,
Sophomore, Third Base

Colleen Talty, Senior,
Catcher

Mia Wilson, Senior, Sec-
ond Base

LEROY

Bryar Biracree, Junior,
Pitcher

Izzy Farrell,
Catcher

Senior,

Lila Fortes, Senior, Sec-
ond Base

Kylie Wilson, Sopho-
more, Shortstop

Tennis

CALEDONIA-MUM-
FORD

Austin Chenaille

Matt Doll

Wesley McNear

LEROY

Jack Currin

Matthew Hockey

Dylan Loftus

Boys Track and Field

CALEDONIA-MUM-
FORD

Aaron Blaker, Senior, Tri-
ple Jump

LEROY

Connor Elmore, Senior,
High Jump

Girls Track and Field

CALEDONIA-MUM-
FORD

Emma Brogan, Senior,
100-meter

LEROY

Chloe Costa, Sopho-
more, 3000-meter

y FREE
" .&E‘D’ S CARN I VA L '/"/
For Children: Toddler to Age 13

Friday, June 26th i
6:00 - 8:00pm

B

*Ice Cream Ticket Required*

Living Waters Church - 30 Main St. Le Roy
**Game Prizes While Supplies Last**

3 J Games, Face Painting,
E‘. ®9.5 Balloon Animals,
- g Cotton Candy, Popcorn
& Sno Cones
Yummies Ice Cream Truck

6:00 - 8:00 pm

*Free Ice Cream Cone for Kids who participate in the games*

TONS OF FUNI

——— The Village of Le Roy Presents
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9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Trigon Park, E. Main St. Le Roy, NY
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