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LE ROY — Combine the 
Town and Village of Le Roy?

� at was an option on the 
table for months in 2026, 
until discussions recently 
came to a halt.

Mayor Greg Rogers, writ-
ing in a Mayor’s Corner col-
umn in an early April edi-
tion of the Le Roy Weekend 
Gazette, announced that 
pending increases to the vil-
lage property tax rate com-
ing in 2026 was due in part 
to the village’s e� orts to con-
solidate into the town falling 
through.

“Our end goal was to be 
able to dissolve the Village 
and consolidate with the 
Town to save money by tak-
ing advantage of incentives 
offered by the State, and 
efficiency from eliminat-
ing a duplicate of services. 
� is is not going to happen 
as both boards interviewed 
two companies who assist 
with the grants and study, 
and the Town has no inter-
est in this plan at this time,” 
Rogers wrote in the April 4 
column.

Rogers reiterated the Vil-
lage’s position at an April 15 
public hearing for the pro-
posed village budget where 
he talked about merger dis-
cussions and said the village 
and town would not be able 
to move forward with con-
solidation plans.

But many questions arose 
in the wake of that village 
meeting: What was the con-
solidation plan was? What 
did it fall through? And what 
is happening now?

Why are there two 
Le Roys, and why 

consolidate them?
� e town of Le Roy was 

organized first, original-

ly named “Bellona” and 
founded in 1812. � e name 
was changed only a year 
later to what we now know 
it as, named for Herman Le 
Roy. � e village came along 
22 years later in the summer 
of 1834.

Merging two entitles that 
have co-existed for just over 
190 years can seem like a 
daunting task. � e town and 
village interviewed two dif-
ferent companies that help 
places like Le Roy explore 
this option. One of those 
two companies was the 
Rochester-based Center for 
Governmental Research, or 
CGR.

Paul Bishop, who leads 
the local government prac-
tice at CGR, explained why 
having a separate town and 
village made sense in the 
past.

“In New York, govern-
ments were established by 
their residents to provide 
the services they wanted at 
the time. And so, the Village 
of Le Roy exists as what we 
refer to often as a multi-pur-
pose district, as the village 
can raise taxes to provide a 
wide variety of services for 
the residents inside the vil-
lage,” Bishop said.

“At the time, towns were 
not allowed to, nor did they, 
provide very many services 
at all. � ey had a highway 
department that kept the 
paths clear so the cows 
didn’t wander through, and 
the oxen could pull their 
carts to market. That was 
about it,” he said.

Times have changed, 
though, and there isn’t 
much di� erence under cur-
rent New York State law as to 
what services a village and 
town can provide.

“Fast forward to 2026, 

the state constitution has 
changed, and town gov-
ernments can now provide 
pretty much any service 
that a resident would want,” 
Bishop explained. “No lon-
ger need to have a village to 
provide those services.”

With the changes, many 
communities state-wide 
have started exploring dis-
solution of one or the other 
to consolidate resources 
and provide services.

One of the key pieces as to 
why a place like Le Roy was 
looking to dissolve the vil-
lage into the town involves 
examining the disparity in 
provided services between 
the two, and more impor-
tantly, who is paying for 
them.

“What has happened in 
Le Roy, is that the village 
provides a lot of services. 
� ey have a police depart-
ment, I believe they fund the 
� re department. � ey have 
a pretty well-developed 
downtown that they provide 
services to with sidewalks 
and street plowing and all 
that kind of stu� . And their 
residents pay a lot more tax 
than the residents in the 
town,” Bishop said.

“So, the residents who 
live in the town outside vil-
lage don’t get as many ser-
vices as those who live in the 
village, but they bene� t from 
them. Every time they go to 
Main Street to visit a restau-
rant, or go to taekwondo, or 
stop into the court, they’re 
benefiting from the fact 
that village residents pay for 
those sidewalks and those 
streetlights, but they don’t 
pay for them.”

Le Roy Town Supervisor 
Jim Farnholz said that dis-
cussions between his board 
and the village about these 

points had been happen-
ing for some time now, and 
eventually prompted them 
to explore consolidation.

“The mayor and I have 
had these discussions for 
several years, because at 
one time, there was a signif-
icant � nancial bene� t to the 
town and village to consoli-
date,” Farnholz said. “So, in 
regard to that, we had two 
companies come in, who 
are consulting companies, 
to a joint village and town 
board meeting to talk about 
how this works and what 
their companies do.”

Farnholz explained that 
the town and village already 
share a number of services, 
and at � rst, this option was 
being explored from mainly 
a � nancial standpoint.

“Part of the initial dis-
cussion of merging the two, 
was that the town already 
provides many services to 
the village. We do assess-
ment, code enforcement, 
we do the courts, summer 
recreation, adult recreation. 
So, other than the village 
DPW (Department of Public 
Works), the police depart-
ment, their sewer treatment 
plant, we already do a great 
many things for the village. 
So, if it was � nancially ben-
e� cial, that was really what 
started the discussion,” 
Farnholz said.

� is sharing of services is 
why Rogers felt the time was 
right to make this move hap-
pen.

“� e more we got into it, 
the more we thought there 
was more of a chance. We’ve 
combined previous boards, 
combined planning boards, 
recreation, courts, code en-
forcement, assessment, ev-
erything,” Rogers said. “� e 

LE ROY TOWN AND 
VILLAGE CONSOLIDATION
What has happened, and what LeRoyans need to know

MARK GUTMAN/THE LE ROY WEEKEND GAZETTE
Downtown in the Village of Le Roy. The village government was close to being dissolved by consolidation with 
the town in 2026, however these plans fell through.

By MIKE PETTINELLA
For The Le Roy Weekend Gazette

“� e Army is lucky to have 
them.”

Tracy Hockey speaks 
those words as the proud 
mother of three close-knit 
sons who are at different 
stages of their military ca-
reers built upon each re-
ceiving a U.S. Army Reserve 
Officers’ Training Corps 
scholarship.

First there was Michael 
Jr., a 2020 graduate of Per-
ry Central School and 2024 
graduate of Niagara Univer-
sity who was commissioned 
into the Army as a second 
lieutenant upon graduation. 
Currently, he is a military in-
telligence o�  cer serving as 
a platoon leader in the 3rd 
Brigade, 101st Airborne Di-
vision (Air Assault) – known 
as the “Rakkasans” — at Fort 
Campbell, Ky. He recently 
completed air assault school 
and Army Ranger school.

Then came Mitchel, a 
2022 graduate of Le Roy Cen-
tral School who, on May 15, 
graduated from Niagara Uni-
versity and is commissioned 
into the Army as a second 
lieutenant in military intelli-
gence. He is heading to Fort 

Huachuca in Arizona for Ba-
sic O�  cer Leadership Court 
and, upon graduating there, 
will be stationed at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord in the state 
of Washington.

Now there is Matthew, 
who will graduate from Le 
Roy Central School next 
month and will begin the 
same journey at Niagara 
University and the Army 
ROTC program in the fall.

� eir mother, who lives in 
Le Roy, told � e Daily News 
that she is “truly proud of her 
boys and the path they have 
chosen.”

“We don’t know what 
the future holds, but I do 
know this will be a journey 
of growth and resiliency for 
our entire family,” she said. 
“I am also con� dent all three 
of them will be outstanding 
leaders. � e Army is lucky to 
have them. “

Their father, Michael 
Hockey, lives in Warsaw.

The brothers were able 
to be together at Mitchel’s 
graduation ceremony and 
commented on their inspi-
ration for pursuing the Army 
ROTC scholarship and their 

Brothers 
in arms

Hockey brothers focused on 
making a di� erence 

as ROTC-commissioned U.S. 
Army o�  cers

PHOTO COURTESY OF TRACEY HOCKEY.
From left, Michael Hockey Jr., Mitchel Hockey and 
Matthew Hockey stand together following Mitchel’s 
graduation from Niagara University on May 15.
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Looking
Back

with Lynne

By Lynne Belluscio

Sunday is Flag Day. It was 
on July 14, 1777, that the 
Second Continental Con-
gress passed a resolution: 
“Resolved that the flag of 
the United States be thir-
teen stripes, alternate red 
and white; that the union be 
thirteen stars, white in a blue 
field representing a new con-
stellation.“

In 1916, President Wood-
row Wilson established June 
14 as Flag Day, and Ameri-
cans are encouraged to fly 
the American flag all week. 
This year, in Le Roy, folks 
are encouraged to fly what 
is known as the “Betsey Ross 
flag” in commemoration of 
the 250th anniversary of in-
dependence. The Betsy Ross 
flag is a 13-stripe flag with a 
circle of white stars in the 
blue canton. This spring, 
nearly 50 Betsy Ross flags 
were ordered through the 
Le Roy American Legion 
and they will be displayed 
throughout the town.

At the end of April this 
year, a group of women met 
at the Village Hall and began 
hand-sewing a 13-stripe, 13-
star flag that will lead off this 
year’s Oatka Festival parade 
on July 18. The pattern of the 
stars is known as a “Great 
Star” pattern because the 
stars are arranged to look 
like a star from a distance.

A photograph of an old 
13-star flag was found in a 
book “Banners of Liberty: An 
Exhibition of Original Revo-
lutionary War Flags” which 
was published by the Muse-
um of the American Revolu-
tion in Philadelphia. The flag 

was part of an exhibit in 2025 
in Philadelphia.

The story behind this 
particular flag is interest-
ing. It is believed to have 
been made very early in the 
1800s. It was part of a large 
collection of American flags 
assembled by Boleslaw and 
Marie D’Otrange Mastai for 
more than 50 years. In 1939, 
Boleslaw had an art gal-
lery in Berlin. He had taken 
a vacation and traveled to 
New York City to attend the 
World’s Fair. While he was in 
the United States, Germany 
invaded Poland and he be-
came stranded in New York 
City. His gallery and posses-
sions in Germany were con-
fiscated by the Nazi army. 
During the next couple of 
years, he established him-
self in New York City and 
as a tribute to the country 
that gave him refuge during 
World War II, he began col-
lecting what would become 
the largest collection of 
American flags and banners. 
Hundreds of flags were in 
the collection, including the 
unusual flag with the Great 
Star pattern that was chosen 
for the Le Roy flag. Boleslaw 
died in 2002 and the collec-
tion was auctioned at Sothe-
by’s. Many of the flags were 
acquired for the Zaricor Flag 
Museum in California.

There have been several 
newspaper articles about the 
Le Roy Great Star flag. The 
group of women who have 
sewn the flag, now call them-
selves the Betsies.

The Betsies have been 
meeting at the Le Roy Village 
Hall since the end of April.

Linda Keister who has 

overseen the production of 
the hand-sewn flag has said 
that the flag will be complet-
ed in time for Flag Day on 
Sunday. It will be displayed 
at the Le Roy Farmers Market 
on July 4 on Trigon Park and 
plans are being made to have 
it lead the Oatka Festival pa-
rade down Main Street on 
July 18. It will go on display at 
Woodward Library after the 
Festival.

Linda grew up in Batavia 
and graduated from Batavia 
High School. Her family was 
from Stafford and Le Roy and 
so she spent a lot of time in 
Le Roy. She worked as a le-
gal secretary before working 
as a data specialist at Alex-
ander Central School for 23 
years before retiring. Linda 
has been sewing since 7th 
grade when she was in home 
economics in high school. 
She made a lot of her kids’ 
clothes, home furnishings, 
and gradually got into quilt-
ing.

“I’m a 100% patriot. Love 
our American flag. Our Na-
tional Anthem usually brings 
tears to my eyes,” she said. 
“Reproducing this version 
of the 13 Colonies Flag from 
scratch has been fulfill-
ing and humbling in many 
ways.”

Linda’s thoughts are 
shared by the rest of the 
group.

Melissa Zschoshe was 
born in Batavia and moved 
to Stafford when she was 6 
months old. She attended 
church and school in Le Roy 
and graduated from Le Roy 
High School in 1974 and was 
editor of the Oatkan. She 
now lives in the family home 
in Stafford. She learned to 
sew on a Singer treadle sew-
ing machine — which she 
still has. She plans to refinish 
the base this summer.

“Sewing on the treadle 
machine is soothing,” she 
said.

She has sewn curtains 
and switched to quilting 
and sews small kennel quits 
for the Humane Society for 
their animal cages. She also 
repairs and sews costumes 
for interpreters at Genesee 
Country Village & Museum 
in Mumford.

“I find hand sewing very 
relaxing and worked on the 
long red and white stripes of 
the Le Roy flag,” she said.

She enjoyed sewing with 
the group and met some 
new people. Formerly, she 
owned a company that sold 
specialty parts for construc-
tion such as grab bars, fire 
extinguisher cabinets and 
folding walls.

“The American flag has 
evolved and changed over 
250 years reflecting our ev-
er-changing population, 
history, and standing in 
the world. So much has oc-
curred in 250 years — the 
good, the bad, the ugly, but 
we should still believe in 
freedom, liberty, and justice 
for all,” she said. “The Amer-
ican flag waving under a 
bright blue sunny sky should 
give us all shivers, because 
so much history, meaning, 
and sacrifice is symbolized 
in our Stars and Stripes.”

Shelly Stein, another Bet-
sy, was born in Cortland and 
raised in Fayette.

“Volunteering in com-
munity projects is engaging 
and this project expands my 
knowledge of Le Roy histo-
ry,” she said. “I’ve sewn all 
my life — kitchen aprons, 
outfits and quilts. Through 
4-H I learned to sew and 
added experience as sew-
ing projects became more 
detailed. I’m a dairy farmer 
and work in finance admin-
istration. I’m a strong com-
munity supporter. As I sewed 
some of the stripes, I thought 
about the symbolism of the 
flag and that it represents the 
‘Great Democracy Experi-
ment’ and the vast liberties 
that we as Americans enjoy 
daily.”

Shelley’s daughter, Tasha 
Sutherand, helped sew the 
short stripes. She was born 
in Le Roy and attended Cale-
donia-Mumford Central 
School and Cornell Univer-
sity. She manages the family 
dairy farm.

“I started sewing with my 
Grandma Murray when I was 
4 years old. My most com-
plex project was my wedding 
dress. I mostly quilt now and 
I volunteered to help with 

the flag because it’s a type 
of art form with fabric. And 
it was a way that our fore-
mothers could support their 
troops,” she said.

Sue Privitera helped ap-
plique some of the stars on 
the canton. She was born in 
Rochester and grew up in 
Mumford.

“I wanted to do the proj-
ect because of the 250th an-
niversary and I enjoy sew-
ing,” said Privitera, a retired 
speech therapist. “I have 
sewn clothing, slipcovers, 
many quilts, and wool ap-
plique projects. I have been 
sewing since I was 9 and was 
taught by my mom and in 
4-H.”

Mary Jo (Zimmerman) 
Elmore was born in Batavia 
and grew up in Le Roy. She 
has enjoyed being part of 
this community project. She 
learned to sew when she was 
10 years old, playing with 
her mom’s sewing machine. 
Mary Jo fondly remembers 
her 9th grade home econom-
ics teacher, Grace Leanen, 
who was “wonderful.” Mary 
Jo honed her sewing skills 
when she sewed clothes 
and holiday dresses for her 
two daughters. She also did 
some tailoring for some of 
her friends. While working 
on the flag, Mary Jo was busy 
hemming a prom dress for 
her granddaughter but she 
admits that she was never a 
fan of hand sewing.

Another Betsy is Lee Di-
fazio who has been sewing 
since she was 9 and was 
taught by her mom and 4-H, 
but she also gives a lot of 
credit to Mrs. Leanen, the 
home economics teacher. 
Lee was an accountant and 
worked in human resources, 
but now is enjoying retire-
ment.

“I enjoy working on com-
munity projects and thought 
this was a great way to add to 
the 250th celebration,” said 
Lee, who sewed four sec-
tions of the stripes and the 
three outside edges of the 
complete flag. “The flag is a 
symbol of our freedom and 
the sacrifices of our veterans 
in the past and still today to 
protect our country.”

As the flag is carried down 
Main Street in the parade, it 
will be accompanied by stu-
dents representing the Rev-
olutionary War veterans who 
came to Le Roy after the war.

Many of these men were 
teenagers when they went 
to war. Edmund Beach was 
only 17 when he enlisted as a 
drummer. He will be remem-
bered when a student will 
march with a drum playing 
the cadence that took men 
into battle. Another student 
will march for John Ganson, 
Le Roy’s pioneer settler. Asa 
Buell came to Le Roy in 1811. 
His name, like others, ap-
pears on the Soldiers Mon-
ument on Trigon Park. He 
died at the age of 67 and is 
buried in Buell Cemetery on 
East Main Road.

Others include Ithamar 
Coe, Hugh Murphy, Stephen 
Olmsted, Teunis Smith, John 
Thwing, and Isaac Walker.

They may be long forgot-
ten, but for a brief moment 
their names will be spoken, 
a flag will mark their final 
resting place, and they will 
be remembered for their be-
lief that “all men are created 
equal, that they were en-
dowed by their creator with 
certain unalienable rights, 
that among them are life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of hap-
piness.”

relationship has been so good, we 
thought it was time to see if there 
was enough incentive, enough 
savings, that we could dissolve (ei-
ther the town or the village), which 
would be us. So, we’ve gone down 
that road for a while.”

Why consolidation was  
shot down in Le Roy

While Bishop wasn’t told the ex-
act reason as to why Le Roy decided 
not to proceed with these plans, he 
cited a few usual concerns he has 
seen, such as residents losing their 
voice in local government.

“People are concerned about 
their voice, their ability to be in 
touch with their local leaders,” 
Bishop said. “(In the village), if you 
want to talk to the mayor or your 
councilman, you’re one of 4,000 
people competing for their ear. If 
you’re in the town, you’re one of 
8,000. Your voice and your vote gets 
a little bit diluted.”

Another big concern centers 
around the fate of services that 
were provided by the dissolved en-
tity, and what potential tax increas-
es by residents of the surviving en-
tity would be implemented to keep 
them around.

“If the village were to dissolve 
as an example, because there are 
enough village residents, they 
could take over the town board in 
an election. They could say, you 
know what, we’re going to spread 
the police department out to cov-
er the whole town. And the cost of 
the police department would get 
shared across every resident of Le 
Roy, not just those in the village,” 
Bishop said.

“(In this scenario), a village res-
ident’s tax burden would go down, 
and a town resident’s tax burden 
would go up. They both right now 
benefit from the police depart-
ment, but town residents don’t pay 
for it.”

Farnholz confirmed that con-
cerns about rising costs for town 
residents was a major factor as to 
why the town board did not want 
to continue consolidation discus-
sions with the village at this time.

“Unless there’s a significant fi-
nancial benefit to consolidation, I 
don’t see a place where right now 
the town board would move for-
ward with a consolidation, because 
there isn’t any financial benefit to 
the residents outside of the existing 
village,” Farnholz said.

The biggest potential financial 
strain on the town, in his eyes, 
would be the fate of the Le Roy Po-
lice Department.

“The big financial one would 
probably be the overall taking 
over of the police department. I 
believe their budget is just over a 
million dollars a year. You know, 
we presently have services, but I 
think we put in 80,000 a year. And 
(the Le Roy police) can go out into 
the town, they’re authorized to do 
that,” he said.

In order to maintain the Le Roy 
Police Department in its current 
state, along with other village ser-
vices, the town would have to po-
tentially double its tax rate for its 
residents in order to accommodate 
them.

“If the village were to consoli-
date (with the town), and we were 
to go forward with it, it would raise 
taxes for everybody who resided 
outside the village,” Farnholz said.

The present tax rate for residents 
living in the town is set at 93 cents 
per $1,000 of assessed value, how-
ever if consolidation occurred, 
Farnholz projects the rate would 
rise to somewhere between $1.50 
to $2 per $1,000.

“In that regard, that’s why the 
town board voted unanimously not 
to go forward with a consolidation 
study or movement,” Farnholz said.

What the future holds
While the town is seemingly no 

longer on board for consolidation, 
that isn’t the only way the village 

could proceed with these plans if it 
really wanted to.

Farnholz said that the village ac-
tually has the power to hold a vote 
among just its own residents to dis-
solve itself, which the town and its 
residents have no say over.

In that case, the village would, in 
essence, just cease to exist, not to 
be absorbed into any other entity, 
and it would then be on the town to 
pick up the slack of former village 
services in its absence if it chose to.

“There are two ways in which 
the village can cease to exist. It 
can consolidate with the town, in 
which case, both the members of 
the town and the village vote on a 
consolidation process. And then 
the village works with the town in 
terms of reorganizing the new gov-
ernment,” Farnholz said.

“The other way is through a 
dissolution of the village. In that 
particular model, the town has no 
voice in that disillusion,” he con-
tinued. “The village would have 
to vote, I believe the number is 66 
percent, but don’t hold me to that, 
to dissolve. Once it dissolves, the 
village would then have no voice in 
the reorganization of the new gov-
ernment.”

Bishop from CGR provided in-
formation on two other places 
nearby that have both passed and 
denied dissolution measures, as 
Seneca Falls successfully complet-
ed the process, while failed a num-
ber of years ago in Medina.

In Seneca Falls, issues such as 
the disparity of taxes between the 
village and town, as well as prob-
lems with collaborating on poten-
tial shared services, were some of 
the main reasons this option was 
explored, according to a 2015 Daily 
News article.

Residents of the village of Sene-
ca Falls voted in March 2010 to dis-
solve and the action took effect in 
2012. Since then, all services have 
operated under the town govern-
ment.

In Medina’s case, things were a 

bit more complicated than in Sen-
eca Falls as the village lies between 
two towns instead of one, Shelby 
and Ridgeway.

Leading up to the vote on dis-
solution, then Town Supervisor of 
Seneca Falls Don Earlie actually 
came to Medina to address the lo-
cal concerns and explain why dis-
solution worked in his eyes.

“It was just like Y2K ... nothing 
happened,” Earle said to a crowd of 
Medina residents in 2015.

“While it was questionable at 
first, it is clear that all of the resi-
dents have seen significant short-
term benefits from the (dissolu-
tion),” Earle said. “We’re operating 
as one, not competing with each 
other.”

While the tax burden on village 
residents was again one of the main 
issues in Medina, it was reported 
in a different article by the Daily 
News that local voters in 2015 over-
whelmingly chose against dissolv-
ing the village government.

For the residents, concerns re-
garding the future of provided 
village services were among the 
prominent concerns, and was ulti-
mately one of the main reasons the 
vote did not pass.

Following the vote, then Medi-
na Mayor Andrew Meier said that 
problems with declining popula-

tion and property values, mixed 
with rising costs within the village, 
would continue to be increasingly 
unsustainable.

“It isn’t sustainable … village 
residents know this is a problem, 
it concerned a lot of them,” Meier 
said in 2015. “I think dissolution re-
mains an eventuality, but the peo-
ple decided they weren’t ready for 
it yet.”

Discussions about dissolving 
Medina into the two neighboring 
towns have mostly ceased in recent 
years, even after the waiting peri-
od before a new vote on the issue 
could be considered had expired in 
2019.

The next step for the Village of Le 
Roy is unclear, though Rogers and 
village trustees remain committed 
to exploring its options after con-
solidation fell through.

“It’s kind of back to the drawing 
board,” Rogers said. “I’m not say-
ing it’s off the table. I’m not saying 
we’re not going to look at different 
ways, because like I said, we try 
to work together to be as efficient 
as we all can be. So right now it 
doesn’t look like consolidation 
is going to happen. In my mental 
timeline I wanted to have it hap-
pen, like, in 18 months. But we’ll 
see what happens from there.”

Consolidation
From A1
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Le Roy Village Hall.

Meet the Betsies 
who created Le Roy’s 

Banner of Liberty

LYNNE BELLUSCIO PHOTO
Some of the Betsies who created a 13-star, 13-stripe flag to commemorate America’s 
250th anniversary. The flag will lead off the Oatka Festival parade in July.
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37 Myrtle St. - LeRoy, NY 14482
www.derrickmonumentcompany.com

(585) 768-8470

Large Display of Granite Memorials,
Cemetery Lettering and Much More

Derrick Monument Company Inc.
Celebrating 111 Years and 3 Generations

The Town of LeRoy 
is accepting applications for a 

full-time 
Court Clerk position 

to provide clerical support for Town Justices (2).  
Please forward a letter of interest and resume to 

the Town Office, 48 Main Street, LeRoy NY.  

The Town of LeRoy is an equal opportunity employer.

Your trusted source for 
local news in print & 

online is now available for 
convenient home delivery!

K E E P  I T 

L O C A L

(585) 343-8000
 438 East Main Street, Batavia, NY 14020  •  M-F, 9am-5pm

6-months
$30*

1-year
$52*

*For All 
Village 

Residents

Calvary Baptist Church of Le Roy
8703 Lake Street Road, Le Roy

www.calvarybaptistLe Roy.org
Sunday worship service begins at 10:15 a.m.

If you do not already have a church that you attend reg-
ularly, we would like to invite you to give Calvary Baptist 
Church a try. We have Sunday School for all ages at 9am 
and our Sunday worship service typically includes sing-

ing a mix of both traditional and contemporary songs 
and hymns, a children’s message, and a sermon from the 

Word of God. 
  

First Baptist Church of Le Roy
5 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7600

fbcLe Roy1@gmail.com
Our Sunday Worship Service is at 10am. 

  

First Presbyterian Church of Le Roy
7 Clay St. (on the corner of Main and Rte 19)

(585) 768-8700
We welcome all to join us for Sunday service

every week at 10:00am.
The Thrift Shop is now open on Tuesdays from 

10:00am - noon, and Saturdays
from 9:00am – noon.

Donations may be brought to the church on Monday,
Wednesday, or Thursday 9:00am – noon.

 

Le Roy United Methodist Church
10 Trigon Park, Le Roy • (585) 768-8980

office@Le Royumcny.org • www.Le Royumcny.org
Worship on Sundays at 10:30am

Watch our livestream on FB: 
facebook.com/villageofLe Roy/

 
Living Waters Church

30 Main St., Le Roy  • (585) 768-7570
livingwatersLe Roy.org

Sunday service is held at 10:00am each week.
Fully-staffed Nursery and Children’s Ministries 

are available at every service.
Watch live on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/livingwatersLe Royny
YouTube Livestream: 

www.youtube.com/@livingwaterschurch3612
  

Our Lady of Mercy & St. Brigid’s  
Roman Catholic Family

44 Lake St., Le Roy • (585) 768-6543
ourladyofmercyLe Roy.org

Mass Times @ OLM:
Saturday Vigil 4:30pm

Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 5:30pm
Weekday: 7:30am M-F, 9:00am Sat.

Mass Times @ St. Brigid’s:
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm

Weekday: 7:30am Thursday
Mass times may change in the near future.

YouTube Livestream:
youtube.com/@ourladyofmercyLe Roy1890/streams

 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

1 E. Main St., Le Roy • (585) 768-7200
www.stmarksLe Roy.org

Facebook: stmarksLe Roy
Worship on Sundays at 10:30 am

Coffee hour following
Sunday school for children & adults
First Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

All are welcome here!

How to reach us
438 E. Main St., Batavia, NY 14020

PHONE:
585-250-0555

E-MAIL:
gazette@batavianews.com

ADVERTISING: 
sales@batavianews.com

©COPYRIGHT 2026  SMG-BATAVIA, LLC

Your hometown guide to news, 
events, local businesses, and more!

Group Publisher
HEATHER A. ZERILLO

hzerillo@batavianews.com

Regional Managing Editor
BEN BEAGLE

bbeagle@livingstonnews.com
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SAMUEL ZERILLO

szerillo@batavianews.com

short- and long-term goals.
“Growing up, I always 

admired the brave men 
and women who served 
our country,” Michael said. 
“Throughout our nation’s 
history, countless service 
members have put their 
lives on the line — and some 
made the ultimate sacrifice 
— to defend our freedoms. 
Hearing stories of that cour-
age and selflessness inspired 
me to join the military, and 
it’s still what motivates me 
today.”

He serves as leader of a 
tactical unmanned aerial 
systems platoon with about 
50 soldiers responsible for 
mid-range, long-range and 
FPV (First Person View) 
drone systems.

“Many of these capabili-
ties are relatively new to the 
Army, so it has been both 
challenging and rewarding 
to help develop how they will 
be integrated into future bat-
tlefield operations,” he said.

Michael said a goal of his 
is to become a company ex-
ecutive officer (XO) follow-
ing his time as platoon leader 
and to complete the Military 
Intelligence Captain Career 
Course at Fort Huachuca.

“My short-term goals are 
to get married to my fiancé, 
Lauren, and to earn my ex-
pert soldier badge this fall,” 
he added.

Mitchel said he was 
“drawn to the sense of pur-
pose, leadership and service 
that the Army represents” 
as well as the military’s em-
phasis on physical fitness, 
“which is something I greatly 
enjoy.”

“Having an older brother 
in the military played a big 
role in shaping that deci-
sion. Watching his experi-
ences, growth and the pride 
he took in serving reinforced 
my interest and gave me a 
realistic view of both the 
challenges and rewards of 
military life,” he said. “I ad-
mired the relationships that 
he formed through shared 
experiences — and his ex-
ample helped solidify my de-
cision and gave me someone 
I could look to for guidance 
throughout the process.”

He said his goal is to 
transition into his role as 
an officer, learn as much 
as possible and become a 
“competent and reliable 
leader for my soldiers.”

“I also want to pursue 
continued professional and 
personal growth, wheth-
er that’s through advanced 

schooling, specialized train-
ing or higher levels of leader-
ship. Ultimately, my goal is to 
leave the Army having made 
a meaningful difference in 
the lives of the soldiers with 
whom I serve.”

After taking the basic of-
ficer leader course in Ari-
zona, Mitchel will report to 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord 
in Washington, where he will 
serve with the 2nd Stryker 
Brigade Combat Team under 
the 7th Infantry Division.

“In this role, I will be 
leading soldiers, managing 
equipment and training, 
and preparing for missions 
in support of Army opera-
tions,” he said. “With the Ar-
my’s recent transition to the 
new Multi-Domain Com-
mand-Pacific, which merg-
es the 7th Infantry Division 
with the 1st Multi-Domain 
Task Force, the unit is shift-

ing toward a greater focus on 
operations in the Indo-Pacif-
ic region, integrating cyber, 
space and long-range fires 
with traditional ground forc-
es.”

Youngest brother Mat-
thew said he remembers 
“tagging along” as his sib-
lings engaged in volunteer 
work for military organiza-
tions.

“I have been witnessing 
their commitment to the 
military community first-
hand for many years. My 
brothers and I have always 
had the same interests, so it 
was natural for me to follow 
in their footsteps,” he said.

Matthew acknowledged 
that being a ROTC cadet is 
not a traditional college ex-

perience.
“My long-term goal is to 

make the transition to early 
morning physical training, 
military science courses and 
ROTC training events effort-
lessly,” he said.

Their mom said she’s not 
surprised that they all set 
their sights on Army ROTC 
scholarships.

“They’re really each oth-
er’s best friends,” she said. 
“So, Mitchel followed Mi-
chael’s path and now Mat-
thew is doing the same. 
Michael set the bar high for 
them, and everything is a 
competition with them. They 
keep scores on each other 
and keep tabs on what each 
other is doing. They have a 
great relationship.”

Brothers
From A1

Things have never been 
busier at 3 W. Main St.  We 
have experienced the big-
gest number of employees 
leaving us in my tenure and 
nothing is even close.  The 
DPW will be shorthanded 
throughout the Summer, 
with Charlie Snell retiring in 
April, and John Pasquale has 

decided to retire at the end 
of this month.  In addition, 
the Rogers family welcomed 
their newest addition, Sadie 
Danielle, was welcomed by 
my son Mike and his wife Ol-
ivia.  We wish John the best in 
his retirement.  He has been 
a main cog in the wheel of 
the DPW for over 30 years 

and will be greatly missed.  
Clerk Treasure Eileen Car-
mel has also tendered her 
resignation, but will help us 
with the transition, her last 
day is to be determined.

Long time SRO, Sean 
Anchor, had his last day on 
Tuesday.  I believe whom 
ever created this position 
must have had Sean in mind.  
The perfect combination of 
physically imposing with 
the heart of an angel, our 
children felt safe with him 
as a protector.  But he had 
enough little kid in him so 
they had fun.  I have ALWAYS 
been a huge Sean Anchor 
fan, we wish him nothing but 
the best but thank him for his 
years of service.

Jacob Crissy answered 

my last column with the first 
home run of the little league 
season, that gets him a milk-
shake from the Mayor.

On to our graduates; con-
gratulations!!!  Hopefully 
your journey will be remem-
bered fondly.  This is a special 
year as I have 2 grandsons in 
the class of 2026, Jayden Cain 
and Cam Wilson, I couldn’t 
be prouder of both.  On April 
1, 2012, my wife put these 
two 4 year olds in shirts that 
said, “Don’t mess with me, 
my Papa is the Mayor.”  Want 
a fond memory.

To the Class of 2026, re-
member, “Once a KNIGHT 
always a KNIGHT,” you are 
someone special.  Good 
Luck. 

William (Bill) Ernest 
Jones died peacefully, sur-
rounded by his family on 
May 31, 2026 in Le Roy, N.Y. 
He was born in Batavia N.Y, 
Dec. 17, 1936.

Bill was preceded in 
death by his parents, Har-
old and Marie Jones; his 
loving wife of 56 years, 
Sandra (nee Tompkins); 
his son, Randy J. Jones and 
his brother, Dr. Robert E 
Jones. He is survived by 
his children, Dia Hunt-
er, Jay (Donna) Jones 
and Amy (Michael) Rose; 
nephews, Doug (Pam) 
Jones and Rick (Mercedes) 
Jones and niece, Kar-
en (Mark) Harris; along 
with six grandchildren, 10 
great-grandchildren, one 
great-great-grandson and 
multiple cousins.

Bill was a 1961 engineer-
ing graduate of Oklahoma 
University. He worked 37 
years for United Technol-
ogy Corporation while liv-
ing in Manchester, Conn. 
He was proud to be a flight 
engineering analyst for the 
fuel cell systems aboard 
the many Apollo and Space 
Shuttle spacecraft between 
1962 through 1998.

Upon retiring, he and his 
wife moved back to their 
hometown of Le Roy, where 
he tirelessly volunteered for 
the Le Roy Historical Soci-
ety for many years. He also 
dropped 10 shots off his golf 
game and at 80 years old, he 
checked skydiving off his 
bucket list. Throughout his 
life, Bill’s passions, beside 
his work, were camping, 
canoeing, woodworking, 
golf and helping family and 
friends.

A memorial service will 
be held on Saturday, June 
20 at 11 a.m. at the Falcone 
Family Funeral & Crema-
tion Service Inc., 8700 Lake 
St. Rd., LeRoy.

Interment will be pri-
vate at the convenience of 
his family. Please extend 
the courtesy of no flowers. 
Memorials may be directed 
to the Le Roy Presbyterian 
Church, 7 Clay St., Le Roy, 
NY 14482 or the Le Roy His-
torical Society, 23 E. Main 
St., Le Roy, NY 14482

Your memories and con-
dolences may be shared 
with Bill’s family at www.
falconefuneralhome.com.

William (Bill) Ernest Jones 

OBITUARY

For information on submitting an obituary, 
please email  Obits@BataviaNews.com or call  (585) 343-8005

The deadline for  submitting obituaries is 3 p.m. on Wednesday.

By MATT SURTEL
msurtel@batavianews.com

LE ROY — Area residents 
have overwhelmingly ap-
proved the $42.9 million 
Genesee Valley BOCES capi-
tal project.

The project was approved 
884-224 Tuesday at voting 
locations in Genesee, Living-
ston and Wyoming counties.

“Thank you to everyone 
who took the time to vote,” 
BOCES officials said in a 
Facebook post. “We appre-
ciate the support and par-
ticipation of our community 
and are grateful to everyone 
who made their voice heard. 
Thank you for supporting 
the future of Genesee Valley 
BOCES.”

The project is designed 
to address critical building 
maintenance and infrastruc-
ture needs. It will also expand 
educational spaces for Career 
and Technical Education and 
special education.

This is the first capital proj-
ect since 2005 and only the 
second project undertaken 
by Genesee Valley BOCES 
since it was formed through a 
merger in 1994-1995.

New York State BOCES Aid 
is expected to cover about 
71.51 percent of the cost. The 
remaining 28.49 percent will 

be shared among the 22 com-
ponent districts within Gene-
see Valley BOCES, with each 
district’s contribution based 
on average daily attendance.

Genesee Valley BOCES 
has experienced significant 
growth in student enrollment 
and program demand over 
the past several decades. Ap-
proximately 1,700 students 
attending daily but facility 
space has been mostly un-
changed.

Since the organization’s 
last major capital project in 
2005, CTE enrollment has 
increased about 35 percent, 
while special education is 
also at a 10-year high.

The project will also ren-
ovate and expand high-de-
mand programs, including 
cosmetology.

Other improvements will 
include upgrades in energy 
efficiency, redesigned park-
ing lots and drop-off areas at 
the Batavia and Mount Mor-
ris campuses, drainage and 
site improvements, and new 
pavement and resurfacing 
projects.

It’s expected that the State 
Education Department’s ap-
proval for the first phase of 
work would be received by 
2027 with the bulk of work 
starting that summer.

Construction work for the 
project’s second phase would 
take place in 2028, with com-
pletion by the end of 2029.

Area voters approve 
$42.9M BOCES project
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Saturday, June 13
6:30pm - 7:30pm

Opera on the Oatka  
presents “Midsummer 

Night’s Dream”
Join mezzo soprano (and 
Le Roy resident) Heather 

Davis, tenor Pablo  
Willey-Bustos, and pianist 

Priscilla Yuen as they 
perform opera duets and 

art songs inspired by Mid-
summer and Shakespeare. 

If you’re unfamiliar with 
classical vocal music, 

don’t worry—Heather and 
Pablo will provide inter-
esting and approachable 

background about  
composers, texts, and 
plots throughout the  

evening! Admission is 
FREE and all are welcome!

St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church

1 E. Main St., Le Roy
•

Saturday, June 13
8am - 3pm

Church Rummage Sale
Hope you’ll be able to join 

us!
First Baptist Church
5 E. Main St., Le Roy

•
Saturday, June 13

11am - 3pm
Adult Scavenger Hunt
Vendors, prizes, flowers 
and more! Teams o 2-3 

people, 18+
Each participants must 
make a minimum pur-

chase o $5 from any 
vendor to get a ticket to 

participate.
The Creek Nursery

960 Salmon Creek Rd., 
Brockport

•
Sunday, June 14

10:30am
Sky Fly

Kite Flying Meetup. 
Bring a Kite!

Kite Tales with Sue
Genesee Community Col-
lege, 1 College Rd., Batavia

•
Wednesday, June 17

12 - 4pm
27th Annual Alumni 

Reunion Banquet
The reunion is open to 
those alumni who have 

celebrated 50+ years 
& spouses of deceased 

alumni. For invitation or 
more information contact: 

Patty Iamon @
piamon@gmail.com

or (585) 245-2918
$35 per person

Reservation must be made 
& paid ahead of the ban-

quet date, or a fee of $5 will 
be collected.

Our Lady of Mercy Hall
(Holy Family School 

Hall/Gym)
44 Lake St., Le Roy

•
Wednesday, June 17

6pm - 7:30pm
Sacred Women’s Circle

Step into the Sacred 
Women’s Circle with 

Carrie Regina.  A space to 
be witnessed, supported, 

and held. Connect, reflect, 
and leave feeling lighter, 

aligned, and seen.
Body Sense HealthCare & 

Nutrition, LLC
190 Main St., Attica

•
Thursday, June 18

6 - 8:30pm
Adult Pottery Painting 

with a Twist
Choose a functional piece 
to paint & decorate using 
glazes that can be added 
to your home! This is an 
adult, BOYOB event $35 

per person for each piece 

of pottery. Other items 
are available to browse & 
purchase. Must be picked 
up at a later date after fired 
in the kiln. Must Register

www.theartofmandy.
com/special-event
The Art of Mandy
52 Main St., Le Roy

•
Saturday, June 20

1pm - 3pm
Le Roy Walk of Hope 
Chicken Barbeque

Drive through, $16 take 
out. Dinner includes: 
chicken, salt potatoes, 

macaroni salad,  
roll & cookie.
Trigon Park

Le Roy
•

Sunday, June 21
11am - 2pm

Godfrey’s Pond 
Chicken BBQ

OPEN TO PUBLIC! It’s that 
time of year again when 
the air is filled with the 

tantalizing aroma of Chi-
avetta’s delicious Chicken 

BBQ. Are you ready to 
indulge in this mouthwa-
tering feast? Join us for a 
memorable Father’s Day 

Open House filled with fun 
activities and, of course, 

yummy food!
Genesee County Fish & 

Game Protective Associ-
ation

7935 Bigelow Dr., Bergen
•

Wednesday, June 24
5:30pm - 7:30pm

Summer Reading Kickoff
Join us on the Library’s 

front lawn to celebrate the 
start of Summer Reading!
• Games for Prizes • Crafts 

• Sign up for Summer 
Reading • Spin the Prize 
Wheel • Face Painting • 
Visit with Community 
Helpers • Food Trucks 

• Entertainment
This year fun is for ALL 

AGES, from kids to adults. 
Registration is appreciated 

Woodward Memorial 
Library

woodwardmemorialli-
brary.org

7 Wolcott  St., Le Roy
•

Thursday, June 25

6pm
Lay Person CPR Course

Mark your calendars! 
We will be hosting a Lay 

Person CPR Class on June 
25th at 6pm over at our 
base. This class will be 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC to 
sign up, no EMS or health-

care background neces-
sary! At the conclusion of 

this class, participants will 
receive a CPR certification 
card and be equipped with 
the confidence and skills 
to hop into action to help 
those in need. Please sign 

up with the link below. 
We hope to see everyone 

there!
Le Roy Ambulance 

Service
1 Tountas Ave, Le Roy

•
Friday, June 26

6pm - 8pm
FREE Kid’s Carnival

Games, Face Painting, 
Balloon Animals, Cot-
ton Candy, Popcorn & 

Sno Cones. Yummies Ice 
Cream Truck

*Free Ice Cream Cone for 
Kids who participate in the 

games. Ice Cream Ticket 
Required.* **Game Prizes 

While Supplies Last**
Living Waters Church

30 Main St., Le Roy
• 

Sat-Sun, July 18-19
10am - 5pm both days
2026 Oatka Festival

Back again for year 36 and 
it’s going to be even better 

than ever!
Food, Music, Kids Activi-
ties, Vendors, Parade, and 

so much more!!! 
Free Entry for all

Knights of Columbus
15 W. Main St., Le Roy
(Behind Save-a-Lot)

•
Sunday, July 19

9am
The Ecumenical Oatka 

Festival Worship Service
Join the Local Churches 
for an Ecumenical Wor-

ship Service in 
Trigon Park. We will be 
worshiping under the 

main/music tent!
•

Saturday, August 1

12:30pm - 5pm
Summer’s Best Day 

Vacation Bible School
Fun filled afternoon with 

Bible Lesson, Music, 
Games, Crafts, Sports, 

Refreshments and more! 
BBQ at 5:00 or the whole 
Family! Space is limited, 
register today. Text Doris 

at (585) 736-7698 or email 
dbarbeau@rochester.

rr.com
Faith Community 

Church
8418 E. Main Rd., Le Roy

_________________

ONGOING:
•

Mondays
6 - 10pm

Modern Monday
$10 entry (includes 1 

booster pack of current 
set)

Weekly event:
Sign-ups begin at 5:00 pm
Round 1 begins promptly 

at 6 pm
Players entering after 6 pm 
will receive a round 1 loss

Format: Modern Con-
structed. 3 rounds

Prizes: Go 3-0 and get $15 
in Store Credit!

Go 2-1 and get $5 in Store 
Credit!

Additional prizes will be 
awarded based upon 1st, 

2nd, 3rd place running 
leader board for this event 

and set. Final day will 
be last Monday prior to 

pre-release of the next set.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy
•

Tuesdays
6 - 8pm

Weekly Flesh & Blood 
Armory

We would love to offer the 
community FaB at our 

play space. We are open to 
hosting whatever people 
are interested in playing! 

Bring a friend or group on 
out and enjoy yourselves! 

Top 6 prizes.
Dio’s Eclectic Treasures

8 Lake St., Le Roy
•

Thursdays
5 - 8pm

From May 21st 

to September 10th
Cruisin’ at the Corral
Come Showcase Your 

Pride & Joy!
... and relax with the Cruis-
er fellowship of Cruisin’ at 

the Corral
Join us for one of Western 
New York’s finest displays 

of classic cars, trucks & 
motorcycles! FUN FOR 

ALL !!!
Old Cars • New Cars • 

Sports Cars • Muscle Cars
Trucks • Motorcycles • 

Specialty Cars
Chance to WIN!!!

T-Shirts, Theater Tickets, 
Miniature Golf Passes

https://charcoalcorral.
com/a/cruise-night/

- - - - -
INFO: - Some come early, 

some stay late!
- Most vehicles arrive 
between 5:15-5:45pm

- This is a relaxed event of 
Cruiser fellowship.

- Please wait for an atten-
dant to be present before 

parking in the field.
- Join us in the stage area 

around 6:30pm
Charcoal Corral & 

Silver Lake Twin Drive-In
7037 Chapman Ave., 

Perry NY
•

Fridays
1 - 7pm

Friday Night 
Magic the Gathering

People are welcome to 
come (in pairs or groups) 

anytime during our 
business hours (1-7pm) 

and play free play. Sign up 
for the event through the 
WPN event link website. 

People are welcome to do 
this any day (Mon-Sun) 
between 1-7pm. D&D, 

Pokémon, YuGiOh, or any 
other family friendly game 
play also welcomed in our 

game room! 
Contact us via call or text if 

you have any questions
(585) 356-7579

Dio’s Eclectic Treasures
8 Lake St., Le Roy

1. TELEVISION: Who is the long-
time host of the reality show “Survi-
vor”?

2. MOVIES: What is the song play-
ing when the lead characters dance the 
twist in “Pulp Fiction”?

3. U.S. STATES: The first presi-
dent, George Washington, was born in 
which colony that would later become 
a state?

4. GEOGRAPHY: Which South 
American country controls Easter 
Island?

5. MYTHOLOGY: To which myth-
ological character is the Parthenon 
dedicated?

6. LITERATURE: Which war is the 
background for Anthony Doerr’s nov-
el “All the Light We Cannot See”?

7. MATH: What is the sum of the 
first five prime numbers?

8. INVENTORS: Which inventor 
developed more than 300 products 
from peanuts?

9. MUSIC: Who won Album of the 
Year at the 2026 Grammys?

10. HISTORY: In what year did U.S. 
women earn the right to open credit 
cards in their own names?

Answers
1. Jeff Probst.
2. “You Never Can Tell,” Chuck Ber-

ry.
3. Virginia.
4. Chile.
5. The Greek goddess Athena.
6. World War II.
7. 28 (2 + 3 + 5 + 7 + 11).
8. George Washington Carver.
9. Bad Bunny.
10. 1974.
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RIVALS SPORTS INSIDER

Have an idea for the next question? Send your suggestions to bfunderburk@batavianews.com

? ?? ? ??

?

???

Previous question - “Favorite Le Roy Little League baseball team?”

HAVE AN ANSWER? SHARE IT WITH US IN THE COMMENTS OF OUR FACEBOOK POST!

Question from The Le Roy Weekend Gazette staff

YOUR NAME COULD BE HERE!

SHARE YOUR ANSWER WITH US ON FACEBOOK
FOR THE CHANCE TO BE FEATURED HERE!

YOUR NAME COULD BE HERE!

SHARE YOUR ANSWER WITH US ON FACEBOOK
FOR THE CHANCE TO BE FEATURED HERE!

YOUR NAME COULD BE HERE!

SHARE YOUR ANSWER WITH US ON FACEBOOK
FOR THE CHANCE TO BE FEATURED HERE!

??

What song makes you instantly happy?

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

CHURCHVILLE — Cale-
donia-Mumford sophomore 
Liam McArdle capped off a 
stellar season Monday as he 
competed at the New York 
State Public High School 
Athletic Association Golf 
Championships at Mill 
Creek Golf Club in Church-
ville.

The two-day, 36-hole 
championship tournament 
featured the best 99 golfers 
in the state from all 11 sec-
tions and was played Sunday 
and Monday.

McArdle ended tied for 
25th overall out of a 99-play-
er field, which also placed 
him third best among the 
nine Section V representa-
tives at the tournament.

He opened with a +6 77 
and was tied for 31st after 
day one on Sunday. He came 
back Monday and carded 
a round of +3, 74, which in-
cluded an eagle on the par 5, 
505-yard fifth hole to climb 
six spots on the day and fin-
ish with a two-day total of 
151 (+9).

McArdle was the first 
Raider to make the state 
championship since 1982.

“Liam had an unforgetta-
ble weekend at Mill Creek,” 
Cal-Mum head coach Steve 
Gaffney said. “A top-25 fin-
ish at states is an amazing 
accomplishment. His irons 
and driver were dialed in, 
and that gave him great looks 

at birdies all weekend. At a 
links-style course with plen-
ty of heather, he was still able 
to keep the ball in play and 
out of trouble. He caps off 
one of the most impressive 
single seasons in Living-
ston County history with an 
LCAA individual champion-
ship, team sectional cham-
pionship, shooting 70 in the 
finals, and a top-25 finish in 
the state championships. I’m 
glad I get to be along for the 
ride for two more years with 
him.”

Cal-Mum’s 
McArdle Caps 
Stellar Season 

with 
25th Place at State 

Championships

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

LIVONIA — Caledo-
nia-Mumford softball fell 
9-4 to Section VI champion 
Falconer on Wednesday, 
June 3 in the New York State 
Public High School Athletic 
Association Class C Subre-
gional.

The Raiders fell into a 
hole quickly and never ful-
ly recovered. After a walk 
to Emily Rhinehart, Mylie 
Zaranek belted a two-run 
home run to left field to put 
the Falcons in front. Hannah 
Melquist scored a third run 
later in the inning on a wild 
pitch after doubling.

“We knew that they were 
pretty solid at two through 
five. They were the most im-
portant hitters for them. We 
walked the girl right before 
that (home run), and that 
was like our focus was to try 
not to give them anything 
free. And that girl is a good 
hitter. I watched some film 
on her. I think it just stayed 
right over the middle of the 
plate. We came back, but I 
think that got us a little shell-
shocked. I think it’s only the 
second home run hit off 
us all year. I give our girls 
credit. During the middle 
innings, they made some 
plays and some of the pitch-
ing changes, which are not 
easy to just keep hopping in 
and out, but we got some big 
strikeouts to kind of limit it,” 
Cal-Mum head coach Dan 
Dicken said.

The lead eventually ex-
tended to six in the third 
with Emily Zaranek dou-
bling in two runs, followed 
by an RBI single from Ra-
chael Swanson.

Falconer tacked on three 
more runs in the seventh to 

all but put the game out of 
reach. The Raiders did make 
a push in the bottom of the 
seventh after London Mat-
tingly reached on a fielder’s 
choice, Emma Wyskiel and 
Colleen Talty singled. A 
pitch hit Mia Wilson to force 
in a run, and an error by Gia-
da Schauman in left field 
scored another run. Shea 
Drazkowski singled home 
two more runs before Fal-
coner recorded the last out 
on the night to clinch it.

“We were trying to keep it 
at six as much as we could,” 
Dickens said. “A couple of 
mistakes led to them get-
ting those last three. But you 
know, our girls are fighters, 
and I just told them there’s 
no reason to feel pressure 
right now, just go up there 
and get your best swings 
of the night. I was proud of 
them to keep fighting there. 
We had some really good 
hits in the seventh, but nine 
is a lot of comeback from. 
But our girls had no quit in 
them. They made me proud 
all year, and the same to-
night.”

Grace Beach led the 

Raiders with two hits, while 
Drazkowski and Wyskiel 
each had a hit. Kylie Padlick-
Field started the game and 
worked the majority of the 
night across two stints. She 
finished with 4.1 innings, al-
lowing six runs (five earned) 
on four hits and four walks 
with six strikeouts. Beach 
worked 2.2 innings and al-
lowed three runs on four 
hits and two walks while 
striking out two.

The loss ended Cal-
Mum’s season with a 21-3 
record and as the Section V 
Class C2 and overall Class 
C champions. It also ended 
the career of four Raiders’ 
seniors: Wilson, Wyskiel, 
Talty and Drazkowski. The 
senior class has been the 
cornerstone of the team for 
the last several years.

“You get close with your 
seniors because typically 
they’re captains, and I put 
a lot of responsibilities on 
them for some things,” Dick-
ens said. “Shea and Colleen 
have both been two-year 
captains for me, and Mia 
Wilson was a captain this 
year, and all three of them 
are four-year starters. Emma 
Wyskiel came such a long 
way. When she was on JV, I 
wasn’t sure if she’d be able 
to contribute, but she came 
in last year and worked real-
ly hard. She contributed last 
year, and to see her finish up 
the season with a good rip 
in the seventh inning, I’m 
really happy for her. And she 
caught the last out to send 
us to the finals.

“But it’s a tough group to 
replace, you’re taking your 
catcher, second (base) and 
short(stop), three of the 
most important positions 
on defense, and we’re going 

to have to find some people 
to replace them,” Dickens 
continued. “Shea was great 
out there at short. I thought 
she kept the score 6-0 with 
a couple of really nice plays 
during the middle innings, 
and Colleen threw a girl 
out again. It’s just tough 
to replace, but again I’m 
lucky I got to coach all four 
of them for as long as I did, 
and they’re going to do great 
things in life.”

The sectional win this 
season was the 11th for the 
Cal-Mum program, which 
has a long history of excel-
lence. Dickens was proud 
of what this team accom-
plished and is already look-
ing forward to the challenge 
ahead next season.

“Last year we ran into 
Bloomfield in the semis, and 
we were on a 12-game win-
ning streak,” Dickens said. 
“We started the year 2-4, and 
that was foreign territory for 
us. So we really pushed on 
some basics, and we went 
on the winning streak un-
til we ran into Bloomfield. 
I feel like they just got a lot 
more confidence, and we 
lost some good seniors from 
that team, but a lot of these 
girls were younger last year, 
and they’re very confident 
in the batter’s box. I know 
it might not have shown 
it for the first six innings 
(Wednesday), but we can hit 
and score. We mercied a lot 
of teams this year, and not 
necessarily bad teams. We 
were mercy (ruling) good 
teams. So hopefully the 
girls returning are confident 
coming in next year, but we 
have some very important 
shoes to fill, but I’m always 
up for the challenge, and I 
like our girls coming back.”

NYSPHSAA SOFTBALL: 

Cal-Mum Taken Down by 
Falconer to End Season

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Cal-Mum emotional after the loss on Wednesday.

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Kylie Padlick-Field pitch-
es during Wednesday’s 
game.
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Liam McArdle
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Liam McArdle played at the NYSPHSAA Golf Champion-
ships Sunday and Monday.
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VILLAGE CLERK-TREASURER JOB POSTING
The Village of LeRoy, New York, is looking to fill the position of Village 
Clerk-Treasurer. This is an appointed position; the candidate must be a 
resident of the Village. Graduation from high school or possession of a high 
school equivalency diploma is a must.

The Village Clerk-Treasurer must exercise sound judgment, maintain confi-
dentiality when appropriate, and provide professional and courteous service 
to residents, businesses, elected officials, and outside agencies, possess 
the ability to multitask, and work independently in a public office setting. 
Office administration, bookkeeping, and records management experience 
are required. The candidate must be proficient with Microsoft 365. Pay rate 
will be based upon experience.

Employment application is available at the Village of LeRoy Clerk’s 
Office, 3 West Main Street, LeRoy, NY.

By MIKE ROSE
mrose@batavianews.com

CALEDONIA — It was 
an action-packed day at 
Caledonia-Mumford High 
School for the Section V 
Class C State Qualifier meet.

Le Roy’s Connor Elmore 
and Caledonia-Mumford’s 
Emma Brogan highlighted 
things by punching tickets 
to the New York State Public 
High School Athletic Associ-
ation Track and Field Cham-
pionship meet at Webster 
Schroeder High School.

New rules this season 
meant there were three ways 
to qualify. All event winners 
at Saturday’s meet earned 
an automatic spot at the 
state championship meet. If 
an athlete finished second 
and reached the at-large 
mark (a three-year average 
of eighth-seeded Division 
II or sixth-seeded Class C 
NYSPHSAA competitors) in 
the event, they would also 
advance. Finally, if an ath-
lete reached the super stan-
dard (a three-year average 
of fifth-seeded Division II 
or fourth-seeded Class C 
NYSPHSAA competitors) at 
any point during the season 
and finished in the top five 

at the qualifier meet on Sat-
urday, they would also ad-
vance to state competition. 
This was a change from pre-
vious years, when all athletes 
who reached the super stan-
dard qualified regardless of 
their finish at the state qual-
ifier meet.

Elmore advanced by win-
ning the high jump title with 
a winning leap of 6 feet 4 
inches. Elmore had already 
achieved the super standard 
with a previous best of 6 feet 
6 inches.

Brogan punched her 
ticket to states for a second 
straight season by winning 
the triple jump with a sea-
son-best jump of 37 feet 8.5 
inches.

Cal-Mum’s Aaron Blaker 
also had his best meet of the 
season in the triple jump, 
breaking the school record 
with a leap of 43 feet 5 inch-
es. That was good for second 
place in the event, but he did 
not advance to state compe-
tition.

All athletes who qualified 
will compete on Saturday, 
June 13, and Sunday, June 
14, in the NYSPHSAA Cham-
pionships at Webster Schro-
eder High School.

Cal-Mum’s 
Brogan,  

Le Roy’s Elmore 
Qualify for 
NYSPHSAA 

Track and Field 
Championships

MIKE ROSE/THE DAILY NEWS
Cal-Mum’s Emma Brogan during her win in the triple 
jump.

PHOTO CREDIT: LE ROY SPORTS BOOSTERS
Le Roy’s Connor Elmore (left) qualified for the state meet.

Presenting the 2026 
LCAA All-Stars:

Baseball
C A L E D O N I A - M U M -

FORD
Dillon Alcott, Senior
Aidan McKay, Junior
Tyler Potter, Senior
LE ROY
Simon Greene, Junior
Brady McClurg, Junior
Jagger Smith, Senior
Softball
C A L E D O N I A - M U M -

FORD

Grace Beach, Junior, 
Pitcher

Shea Drazkowski, Senior, 
Shortstop

Kylie Padlick-Field, 
Sophomore, Third Base

Colleen Talty, Senior, 
Catcher

Mia Wilson, Senior, Sec-
ond Base

LE ROY
Bryar Biracree, Junior, 

Pitcher
Izzy Farrell, Senior, 

Catcher

Lila Fortes, Senior, Sec-
ond Base

Kylie Wilson, Sopho-
more, Shortstop

Tennis
C A L E D O N I A - M U M -

FORD
Austin Chenaille
Matt Doll
Wesley McNear
LE ROY
Jack Currin
Matthew Hockey
Dylan Loftus
Boys Track and Field

C A L E D O N I A - M U M -
FORD

Aaron Blaker, Senior, Tri-
ple Jump

LE ROY
Connor Elmore, Senior, 

High Jump
Girls Track and Field
C A L E D O N I A - M U M -

FORD
Emma Brogan, Senior, 

100-meter
LE ROY
Chloe Costa, Sopho-

more, 3000-meter

LCAA All-Stars
The Shining Stars of Spring 2026
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